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REPORT. 


In  presenting  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Report,  whilst 
the  Executive  Committee  would  congratulate  the 
friends  of  the  Fraternity  on  the  good  which  they  be- 
lieve it  has  done  in  the  past  year,  and  is  still  doing, 
through  its  Ministers,  they  would  present  a  brief 
statement  of  its  present  condition,  which  will  show, 
that  at  no  period  have  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  its  Mini-* 
sters  been  more  praiseworthy,  or  the  proofs  of  the 
value  and  importance  of  this  Ministry  been  more 
striking. 

They  would  begin  with  the  Suffolk-street  Chapel ; 
and  they  are  the  more  desirous  to  call  attention  to 
this  institution,  as  some  of  their  action,  in  relation 
to  it,  has  been  misunderstood. 

This  chapel  was  built  upon  a  lot  of  land  given  to 
the  Fraternity,  in  accordance  with  a  vote  passed  by  the 
town  many  years  ago.  The  vote  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment granting  this  lot  contained  a  condition,  that  the 
house  erected  thereon  "  should  always  be  kept  as 
a  free  place  of  worship."     The  Fraternity  has  ever 
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desired  to  have  the  condition  altered  to  a  simple 
obligation  to  devote  the  proceeds,  should  the  property 
ever  be  sold,  to  the  religious  instruction  of  the  poor, 
which  is  the  condition  attached  to  Pitts-street  Chapel, 
and  to  all  the  other  property  of  the  Fraternity.  This 
property  is  always  to  be  devoted  to  the  moral  and 
spiritual  improvement  of  the  poor  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton ;  but  the  Fraternity  has  the  power  to  change  its 
form  and  the  mode  of  its  application,  as  circumstances 
from  time  to  time  may  make  it  expedient.  The 
Executive  Committee,  therefore,  recently  petitioned 
the  City  Government  for  a  Deed,  that  should  give  the 
Fraternity  this  power  in  relation  to  the  land  on  which 
Suffolk-street  Chapel  now  stands.  The  petition  was 
very  properly  and  promptly  granted ;  and  the  gift  of 
the  city,  though  it  may  or  may  not  remain  always  in 
that  precise  form  and  spot,  is  to  be  for  ever  devoted 
to  the  spiritual  good  of  the  poor. 

This  action  of  the  Committee  has  led  to  the  belief, 
on  the  part  of  some  persons,  that  it  was  intended  to 
make  an  immediate  change  at  the  Suffolk-street  Cha- 
pel, and  establish  this  branch  of  the  Ministry  at  Large 
in  some  other  section  of  the  city.  As  this  belief,  if 
it  gain  ground,  might  interfere  with  Mr.  Cruft's  use^ 
fulness,  and  withdraw  the  interest  of  individuals  from 

• 

the  chapel,  the  Committee  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
gay,  that,  after  very  mature  deliberation  and  a  minute 
examination  of  the  southern  and  south-eastern  section 
of  the  city,  and  also  of  the  present  condition  of  things 
at  the  chapel,  they  are  united  in  the  opinion,  that  such 
a  removal  would  at  this  time  be  most  unwise.     They 
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would  recommend,  however,  to  their  successors  the 
further  consideration  of  this  subject. 

Though  the  chapel  is  not  located  in  the  most  densely 
populated  section,  its  whole  history  shows  that  it  has 
steadily  increased  in  usefulness,  and  is  well  situated  for 
the  convenience,  benefit,  and  improvement  of  a  large 
and  constantly  growing  number  of  those  who  are  the 
especial  objects  of  this  Ministry. 

This  will  be  apparent  when  it  is  remembered,  that 
the  number  of  families  connected  with  the  chapel  has 
doubled  in  the  last  three  years ;  the  increase,  the  last 
year,  being  between  forty  and  fifty  families.  Mr, 
Cruft  visits  also  155  families  not  connected  with  the 
chapel,  making  a  total  of  300  families  coming  under 
the  influence  of  his  Ministry.  The  Sunday-school 
has  received  very  valuable  accession  to  its  band  of 
teachers  in  the  past  year,  and  is  now  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  —  never  more  so  than  at  this  time.  It 
numbers  150  pupils 'and  26  teachers  on  its  list;  and 
on  the  last  Sabbath  there  were  130  children  present, 
the  largest  number  for  some  years.  But,  on  these 
and  other  encouraging  points,  the  Committee  prefer 
that  Mr.  Cruft  should  give  us  information,  and  they 
therefore  present  the  following 


EXTRACTS  from  MR.  CRUFT's  REPORT. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  Report,  my  time  has  been  uninteiv 
raptedly  occupied  in  visiting  among  the  poor,  and  doing  what  I 
could  to  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  the  afflicted,  and  reclaim  the 
lost.  It  were  unnecessary  to  state,  what  is  so  familiar  to  every 
City  Missionary,  that  never  probably  since  the  formation  of  the 
city  has  there  been  a  winter  of  such  an  unusual  degree  of  painful 
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poverty  as  the  last.  It  will  ever  stand  out  as  marked  by  peculiar 
hardships  and  wants.  The  causes  are  quite  obvious.  The  financial 
embarrassments  that  have  been  so  prevalent  in  the  community  have 
been  one  great  cause ;  ^fleeting,  as  they  always  do  so  considerably, 
the  poorer  and  dependent  classes.  Work  has  been  unprecedently 
scarce ;  and  never  has  there  been  more  importunate  demand  for  it. 
The  large  and  continued  influx  of  foreigners,  driven  here  by  poverty 
and  the  recent  commotions  of  Europe,  have  increased  much  the 
competition  for  it.  The  few  that  may  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to 
obtain  employment  have  received  but  a  most  scanty  recompense. 
This,  as  usual,  has  been  especially  the  case  with  female  labor. 
Again,  dram-shops  have  alarmingly  multiplied  amongst  us ;  and 
here,  without  looking  farther,  is  cause  enough  of  the  profligacy 
and  crime  and  hopeless  pauperism  so  fast  undermining  the  ancient 
glory  of  our  city.  To  the  Christian  philanthropist,  the  present 
condition  of  public  morals  is  one  truly  alarming ;  and  never  haa 
there  been  a  time  when  the  claims  for  such  an  institution  as  the 
Ministry  at  Large  have  been  so  imperative  as  the  present.  May 
it  be  ever  true  to  its  sacred  responsibility !  It  may  seem  not  to  be 
doing  much,  amid  the  gigantic  evils  that  tower  up  so  mountain 
high  around,  and  well  nigh  close  it  out  of  sight.  But,  if  I  may  be 
permitted  to  refer  only  to  my  own  imperfect  experience,  it  seems 
to  have  got  a  foothold,  —  to  have  planned  and  prosecuted  a  work, 
which,  by  its  alleviation  of  distress,  its  imparting  of  Christian 
counsel,  its  bestowal  of  Christian  sympathy,  its  reclaiming  of  vice, 
the  influence  especially  that  it  exerts  over  the  young,  standing  in  the 
place  of  parent  to  the  neglected  child,  and  of  brother  to  the  tempted 
and  fallen,  does  promise  to  improve  and  reduce  the  number  of  the 
poor,  by  ameliorating  their  condition ;  —  at  least,  to  keep  some 
patches  green  in  the  great  wilderness  of  moral  evil. 

A  whole  century  of  useful  experience  seems,  as  I  look  back,  to 
crowd  itself  into  these  three  brief  years  of  my  Ministry ;  its  very 
cares  and  toils  and  anxieties  being  worth  more  to  me,  and  making 
me  richer,  than  all  the  gold  could  do,  to  be  dug  on  the  shores  of 
the  Western  Continent.  Never  has  my  faith  in  this  Ministry  been 
80  strong  as  now,  and  never  have  I  looked  forward  to  the  future 
with  more  hopeful  assurance ;  and  faith,  I  mean,  in  the  Ministry 
in  this  particular  section  of  the  city^  where  for  nearly  twelve  years 
it  has  been  prosecuted.  I  refer  to  this  now  more  particularly,  from 
reason  of  some  vague  reports  that  have  reached  me  of  the  undesi- 
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rableness  of  holding  on  longer  to  this  field  of  missionary  labor, 
and  the  expediency  of  seeking  some  new  one.  If  it  should  be 
deemed  ever  desirable  or  necessary  for  the  present  incumbent  to 
remove,  he  only  hopes  that  another  might  speedily  be  obtained  to 
take  charge  of  the  Ministry  in  the  southerly  section,  that  it  may 
not  die ;  which  he  feels,  and  can  readily  prove,  is  deep-rooted  in 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  neighborhood,  and  is  daily  ex- 
tending its  usefulness. 

The  unfavorable  opinion  formed,  by  delegate  and  stranger,  of 
this  Ministry,  seems  to  be  chiefly  founded,  as  far  as  I  can  learn, 
upon  the  appearance  of  our  chapel  congregation.  "  The  chapel  is 
not  full,  not  half-full,"  it  is  said :  **  the  worshippers  there  do  not 
appear  to  come  from  the  poorer  classes,  at  least  as  far  as  outside 
appearance  is  concerned,"  &c.  In  reply  to  the  first  objection,  I 
might  say  that  the  chapel  never  has  been  full,  not  nearly  full,  since 
it  was  dedicated,  and  when  it  stood  the  only  place  of  worship 
in  the  neighborhood.  It  has  always  been  too  large.  There  has 
been  no  falling-off  of  worshippers  since  its  present  Minister  has  had 
charge,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  steady,  gratifying  increase.  The 
attendance,  for  various  reasons,  is  very  unequal,  as  might  be  supr 
posed  from  the  fluctuating  character  of  the  population ;  but  still 
the  average  has  increased  with  each  year  of  my  Ministry.  For 
example,  the  number  of  families  in  any  way  now  connected  with  the 
Chapel  Ministry  is  double  that  of  those  I  found  when  I  first  entered 
upon  it.  In  my  last  Annual  Report,  the  number  of  families  in 
connection  I  stated  to  be  112  ;  now  it  comes  up  to  155,  being  an 
increase  of  more  than  40  families  during  the  past  year.  It  must 
be  remembered,  moreover,  that  there  are  three  other  religious 
societies  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  in  the  midst  of  a  more 
settled  population ;  one  or  more  of  which  have  gone  out  as  colonies 
firom  the  mother-chapel,  and  which  must  come  in,  of  course,  for 
their  share  of  our  worshippers.  When,  indeed,  we  take  into  view 
the  still  comparatively  isolated  position  of  the  Suffolk-street  Cha- 
pel, and  the  many  prejudices  industriously  circulated  concerning 
it,  surely  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  our  ranks  upon  the 
Sabbath  are  not  quite  so  full  as  we  and  our  friends  do  heartily 
desire. 

But  in  reply  to  the  second  objection,  —  "  Where  are  the  poor 
among  your  congregation?  They  appear  just  as  well  as  any 
other  congregation ;  just  as  respectably  and  genteelly,  if  not  as 
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fasbionably,  dressed  as  any  other."  Well,  I  am  glad  that  it  ia  so. 
I  hope  it  is  all  true  that  they  do  so  appear.  I  am  glad  they  pos* 
sess  so  much  of  a  just  self-respect,  such  a  proper  respect,  as  they 
conscientiously  feel  it  to  be,  for  the  house  of  Ood,  as  to  be  thus 
sensitive  of  their  appearance  there.  I  am  glad  to  know  that  their 
tastes  are  so  refined,  and  to  see  such  indication  of  a  love  of  neat-^ 
ness  and  order.  Pride  of  appearance,  it  must  be  remembered,  is 
as  strong  among  the  poor  as  among  the  rich.  It  is  a  most  difficult 
matter  to  induce  the  poor  ever  to  come  to  church,  except  they  can 
come  genteelly  apparelled.  The  very  poor,  therefore,  are  seldom 
to  be  found  in  our  churches.  When  they  do  come,  and  appear  to 
the  transient  visitor  to  be  so  "  well  ofif,*'  it  is  most  frequently  the 
result,  as  I  know  from  much  personal  observation,  of  a  hard 
str^iggle,  a  rigid  and  long-practised  economy,  a  Ibbdridtifi  and 
incessant  toil  often  far  protracted  into  night.  All  their  scanty 
earnings,  it  may  be,  are  then  upon  their  backs,  even  to  the  sacrifice 
of  many  more  important  comforts.  Frequently,  too,  the  garments 
worn  by  the  poor  upon  the  Sabbath  are  those  bestowed  in  charity, 
or  loaned  them  by  some  kind  friend  for  the  occasion.  And  if  it 
was  known,  again,  how  long  and  carefully  these  garments  were 
worn  by  the  poor,  they  would  receive  some  credit  for  the  possession 
of  virtues  of  which  there  is  ever  much  lack,  and  none  the  less 
among  the  higher  and  richer  classes. 

Let  the  daily  circumstances  and  condition  of  the  poor,  then,  never 
be  judged  of  by  their  appearance  in  the  sanctuary.  It  is  folly  to 
judge  of  them  by  any  such  external  and  equivocal  signs.  The 
Sunday  garb  is  no  true  index  of  the  worldly  resources  of  the  poor 
in  their  homes  and  in  week-day  life.  The  most  ludicrous  mis^- 
takes  are  frequently  thus  made  by  visitors  at  our  chapels. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  who  live  in  the  more  immediate 
neighborhood,  and  who,  on  account  of  the  remoteness  of  their 
own  houses  of  worship,  or  from  the  weather  and  similar  causes, 
worship  with  us  during  one  half  of  the  day,  the  chapel  congrega*- 
tion  is  almost  entirely,  with  the  exception  of  but  three  or  foot 
families  at  most,  made  up  of  those  for  whom  the  chapel  was  espe^ 
cially  designed ;  viz.  of  those  who  would  be  unable  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  worship  in  our  regularly  established  churches ;  could 
not  connect  themselves,  except  as  a  portion  of  the  poor  of  those 
societies;  and  would  not  worship  anywhere,  consequently,  were 
it  not  that  the  docnrs  of  our  free  chapel  are  opened  to  them.     They 
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all  live  by  their  daily  toil ;  some  receiying  alms,  and  some  for  ever 
struggling  on  the  rerge  of  dependence,  saved  from  falling  into  it 
by  the  Christian  sympathy  and  friendship  they  there  find.  Some 
are  journeymen.  Others  have  no  mechanical  employment,  it  may 
be,  but  hire  themselves  out  by  the  job  or  otherwise.  Some  have 
a  little  money  in  advance,  and,  while  they  and  their  families  are  in 
health,  manage  with  prudence  to  keep  considerably  above  want ; 
but,  if  sickness  should  come  upon  them  and  their  little  ones,  if  they 
should  meet  with  any  reverses  in  business,  would  be  very  soon 
stripped  of  their  earnings,  and  plunged  into  distress.  I  have  found 
many*  such  interesting  yet  painful  cases  during  the  past  imprece- 
dmted  season.  And  surely,  if  there  is  any  class  that  needs  a  gospel 
of  encouragement  and  hope,  this  is  the  class. 

Again,  there  are  those  worshipping  with  us  who  do  not  and 
cannot  obtain  constant  employment,  whose  average  of  wages  is  by 
no  means  above,  and  in  most  cases  does  not  meet,  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  month  and  year;  such  as  poor  widows  with 
orphan  duldren,  a  class  ever  welcome  by  us,  and  who,  were  it 
not  for  this  blessed  provision,  never,  it  seems  to  me,  could  be 
brought  into  a  congregation  of  worshippers,  and  made  such  especial 
objects  of  Christian  care  and  sympathy,  as  now  they  are,  and  do  so 
imperatively  need  to  be. 

But  I  have  said  enough,  I  think,  respecting  the  character  of  our 
chapel  worshippers.  Suffice  to  say,  that  they  eiyoy  a  freedom  they 
so  much  need,  and  would  not  elsewhere  so  well  find.  They  con- 
tribute, each  as  they  can,  towards  the  support  of  public  worship, 
by  their  monthly  mites,  as  expressive  of  their  interest  in  and 
grateful  appreciation  of  the  privileges  they  there  enjoy.  As 
regards  the  probable  attendance  of  the  '*  better-off"  families,  often 
reported  to  be  worshipping  at  the  chapel,  I  can  only  say  that  I 
sometimes  wish  we  had  more  of  these  connected  with  us  than  now 
there  are,  really  interested  with  us  and  in  us ;  for  then,  I  think,  the 
truer  purposes  of  a  true  Ministry  at  Large  would  be  much  better 
promoted* 

But  it  is  through  the  Sunday-school  that  many  of  our  poorest 
&milie8  are  more  especially  brought  under  the  influence  of  the 
CSiapel  Ministry,  and  by  which  they  are  the  most  benefited.  This, 
I  am  happy  to  say,  is  at  present  in  a  most  flourishing  condition, 
never  so  much  so  for  many  years.  Deacon  Martin  Lincoln,  for 
many  years  its  faithful  and  efficient  Superintendent,  and  well 
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Icnown  to  the  Fraternity  as  a  zealous  promoter  of  the  best  interests 
of  the  chapel,  was  obliged,  the  last  Fall,  to  resign  his  office  in  con- 
sequence of  his  remoTal  to  another  State.  We  all  felt  that  it  would 
be  a  most  difficult  matter  to  supply  his  place.  In  the  midst  of  our 
anxious  apprehensions,  and  in  answer  to  an  urgent  entreaty  on 
the  part  of  each  teacher  of  the  school,  Mr.  Benjamin  H.  Ghreene 
kindly  consented  to  become  its  Superintendent  in  November  last. 
His  long  experience  in  Sunday-school  instruction,  and  his  well' 
known  interest  in  the  young  and  in  all  good  works,  bore  ample 
testimony  to  his  fitness  for  the  office.  The  event  has  shown  how 
fortunate  we  were,  and  more  than  equalled  our  expectations.  By 
the  blessing  of  Providence,  a  new  life  has  been  infused  into  the 
school.  No  one  could  have  been  present  at  our  late  Christmas 
gathering,  and  seen  the  happy  faces  of  more  than  a  hundred  children, 
who  had  gathered  there  on  one  of  the  most  tempestuous  evenings 
of  the  season,  when  the  streets  were  in  an  almost  impassable  con- 
dition, and  taken  part  in  their  merry  festivities,  and  seen  the  happy 
greetings  between  teacher  and  pupil,  as  the  latter  received  fit>m  the 
**  Christmas  Tree  "  some  kindly  token  of  the  teacher's  affection,  — 
no  one  could  have  witnessed  all  this,  without  feeling  that  there 
was  indeed  life  there,  foreshadowing  the  dawn  of  a  brighter  day. 
Many  additions  have  been  made  to  the  school  since.  New  teachers 
have  come  forward,  and  new  pupils.  During  the  past  season, 
severe  as  it  has  been,  the  average  attendance  was  upwards  of  a 
himdred.  Nearly  two  hundred  pupils  have  received  instruction 
there  during  the  year,  many  of  whom  have  received  garments  in 
charity  for  the  especial  purpose.  Here  in  the  Sunday-school,  I  am 
more  and  more  convinced,  is  concentrating  for  good  the  chief  power 
of  the  Chapel  Ministry.  The  roots  strike  deep  there  and  wide,  and 
the  branches  overshadow  many  a  dwelling  of  moral  exposure  and 
want.  I  have  many  gratifying  facts  to  prove  the  good  it  is  doing, 
by  its  silent  unseen  ministrations,  to  teacher,  parent,  child,  and 
neighborhood.  It  were  worth  indeed  sustaining  the  Ministry  at 
Large  in  this  section,  if  but  the  Sunday-school,  with  its  Christian 
care  for  the  neglected  and  exposed,  were  its  only  radiating  power 
for  good. 

But  there  are  other  instrumentalities  at  work.  Emphatically  is 
this  ministry  a  Ministry  at  Large ;  not  a  Chapel  Ministry  alone, 
not  a  chapel  one  by  half.  The  Sabbath  attendance  is  but  a  most 
uncertain  index  of  the  real  circumference  of  a  Missionary's  labors. 
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There  are  many  poor,  at  whose  dwellings  I  visit,  who,  from  sick- 
ness, from  age,  from  need  of  suitable  apparel,  and  various  domestic 
reasons,  are  never  gathered  within  the  chapel  fold.     Some  of  the 
families  that  I  visit  live  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  chapel, 
and,  it  may  be,  attend  at  my  suggestion  a  nearer  place  of  worship. 
Some  are  so  bowed  down  by  the  weight  of  domestic  cares  and 
troubles,  that  they  cannot  and  do  not  attend  anywhere.    Again, 
there  are  many  minds  of  a  sceptical  tendency,  many  who  under* 
value  the  institutions  and  ordinances  of  religion,  especially  of  the 
Sabbath  and  the  sanctuary.    They  have  the  means,  but  not  the  will, 
to  attend  upon  public  worship.      Such  need  to  be  counselled  and 
reasoned  with  in  their  homes  and  workshops.     Then  again  there 
are  the  vicious,  the  tempted,  the  frilen ;  and  how  are  these  ever  to 
be  reclaimed,  but  in  the  midst  of  their  daily  temptations,  where  the 
ties  of  personal  interest  and  sympathy  must  first  be  formed  ?    The 
Minister  at  Large  must  know  aU  these  personally  at  their  homes, 
in  order  to  benefit  them,  hear  from  their  own  lips  their  tales  of 
woe,  and  witness  with  his  own  eyes  their  temptations  and  hard- 
ships.   There  are  the  sick,  too,  and  afflieted  always  to  be  visited, 
—  the  destitute  sick.    I  have  found  a  large  class  of  these  the  past 
winter.    Worthy,  industrious  mechanics,  who  had  seen  better  days, 
but  were  now  destitute  of  fuel,  and  even  of  food,  have  come  to  me, 
ot  sent  for  me,  becaiue  sickness  had  laid  its  strong  arm  upon  them, 
or  upon  some  of  their  dependent  household,  and  stripped  them  of 
their  little  all.    Widowed  mothers  toiling  on  for  a  most  meagre 
compensation,  and  that  not  enough  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses 
of  their  families,  —  these  I  have  found  stricken  down  by  disease, 
disabled  for  weeks,  their  children  crying  around  in  vain  for  bread ; 
or  else  the  children  themselves,  one  or  more,  have  lain  long 
prostrate  upon  their  comfortless  sick  bed,  and  their  mother,  by  her 
fidthful  watchings,  night  and  day,  has  so  exhausted  her  time  and 
energies  and  means,  that  nothing  is  left  for  their  common  support ; 
and,  were  it  not  for  the  kindly  charities  and  sympathies  of  others, 
they  would  all  utterly  perish.    There  is  besides  the  class  of  aged 
men  and  women,  always  to  be  visited,  grappUng  with  poverty  and 
the  other  ills  of  life,  begging  not  to  become  a  public  charge,  and 
be  ocmsigned  to  the  charities  of  an  almshouse ;  for  many  of  them 
have  seen  better  daya,  and  have,  not  by  their  own  fault,  been  reduced 
to  sueh  straits.    This  is  a  class  that  deserves  a  large  share  of  the 
oompasston  and  charity  of  the  Ministry  at  Large.    And  then,  again. 
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there  is  ever  that  large,  sad  class,  the  victims  of  the  trt^  in 
intoxicating  drinks^  the  well-known  cause  of  at  least  three  quarters 
of  the  wretchedness  and  crime  and  hopeless  pauperism  among  us. 
Here  is  occasion  enough  for  the  existence  of  the  Ministry  at  Large 
in  this  section,  as  in  every  other  one,  of  this  growing  city.  It  can 
do  something,  and  by  faith  and  perseverance  may  do  much,  to- 
wards the  redemption  of  those  fallen  and  falling  into  the  dark 
abyss,  by  its  solemn  remonstrance,  its  unsparing  rebuke,  its  heart 
of  compassionate  love,  not  for  the  sin,  but  for  the  sinner,  too  oft  a 
victim  of  society,  an  outcast  from  its  sympathy,  uncared  for,  un- 
visited,  unfed.  Oratifying  instances  of  such  redemption  I  might 
relate  that  have  come  under  my  own  eye  during  the  past  year. 
G^reat  good,  too,  in  this  respect,  this  Ministry  can  farther  do,  by  the 
comfort  and  counsel  and  hope  it  carries  to  the  hearts  and  homes  of 
sorrowing  innocent  ones.  It  is  the  earthly  protector  of  '*  worse  than 
widowed''  wives,  the  watchful  guardian  of  **more  than  orphan" 
children,  all  abandoned  by  their  sworn  protectors  and  Qod-appoint^ 
ed  guardians,  left  alone  to  eat  the  bread  of  bitterness  in  their 
wretched  abodes  of  want  and  misery.  I  could  relate  facts  in  my 
own  experience  of  the  dreadful  effects  of  this  monster  curse  and 
monster  vice,  that  might  startle  the  indifferent,  as  a  very  voice  from 
the  grave,  and  quicken  them  to  do  something,  and  that  at  once,  for 
the  rescue  of  their  own  brethren  so  fast  perishing  morally  and 
spiritually  for  ever ! 

But,  as  I  have  seen  reckless  crime  and  abject  poverty  increase 
around  me,  whether  occasioned  by  intemperance  or  otherwise,  I 
have  been  more  and  more  impressed  each  day  with  the  fact,  that 
many,  if  not  most,  of  the  causes  are  developed  during  the  season 
of  youths — are  to  be  traced  back  to  the  influences  of  the  first  fifteen 
or  twenty  years  of  life.  It  has  been  through  want  of  proper  train- 
ing of  the  child ;  want  of  a  right  moral,  physical,  intellectual  edu- 
cation ;  want  of  regular  and  useful  employment,  that  he  has  grown 
to  be  such  a  sinner.  He  has  been  brought  up  under  very  feeble 
parental  restraint  or  guardianship ;  where  there  has  been  wanting 
a  sense  of  moral  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  parent  or  guardian, 
whose  examples  themselves,  too,  may  have  been  vicious,  and  those 
of  their  employers  and  associates.  The  child  has  morally  grown 
upon  what  it  has  morally  fed.  Is  it  at  all  strange,  then,  that  it 
becomes  a  moral  idiot  and  dwarf?  And  does  society  feel  its  mo* 
mentous  responsibility  in  the  matter,  that  it  ought  to  stand  in  the 
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relation  of  parent  to  that  homeless,  exposed  child,  and  pluck  it  as 
a  firebrand  from  the  burning  ? 

I  ha^e  carefully  studied  ever  to  bring  my  energies  to  bear  directly 
upon  the  young ;  to  have  direct  personal  intercourse  with  them  at 
their  schools,  in  the  Sunday-school  and  the  day-school,  impressing 
upon  them  the  importance  of  beginning  life  right ;  having  right 
principles  instilled  at  that  precious  **  seed-time ; "  seeing  that 
under  no  pretence  they  become  truants,  and  hence  vagrants  about 
the  streets. 

Much  can  be  done,  as  I  have  seen  in  some  happy  cases  under 
my  own  observatiouj  towards  the  remedying  of  this  evil  of  truancy, 
by  hindly  intercourse  with  the  parents  at  home ;  by  some  friendly 
word  of  counsel  and  encouragement  spoken  to  them  there.  I  have 
never  known  an  instance  when  I  have  been  repelled  in  this.  Some 
kind  friend,  then,  like  the  Missionary,  may  do  a  good  deal  by 
rectifying  erroneous  opinions;  and,  by  rex>eated  intercourse,  be 
the  means  of  not  only  bringing  many  children  now  astray  to  our 
public  schools,  but  of  retaining  them  there,  and  making  them 
always  punctual. 

My  connection  with  the  School  Committee,  and  residence  in  a 
school  neighborhood,  where  I  daily  come  in  contact  with  many 
hundreds  of  children,  who  all  know  and  are  willing  ever  to  receive 
some  word  of  monition  or  cheer  from  me,  give  me  facilities  I  could 
not  otherwise  have  of  usefulness,  which  I  feel  is  continually  deepen- 
ing and  strengthening,  as  my  stay  in  the  neighborhood  is  seen  each 
year  to  be  more  permanent.  The  character  of  the  population  of 
this  section  is  of  a  most  fluctuating  kind.  Families  come  and  go 
as  the  waves  of  the  sea.  Within  a  period  of  less  than  two  years, 
I  have  been  called  to  part  with  as  many  as  fifty  families.  It  is  a 
&ct  most  discouraging,  as  every  Christian  pastor  alone  can  suf- 
ficiently estimate,  were  it  not  for  the  thought  that  some  good 
impressions  and  influences  are  sometimes  borne  away,  gratifying 
instances  of  which  have  already  come  to  my  knowledge.  And  the 
MiniBtry  in  this  section  is  by  no  means  exempt  from  the  change, 
as  may  be  illustrated  by  the  fact,  that,  of  the  Ave  Ministers  of  the 
^e  different  religious  societies  between  Dover-street  and  Roxbury 
Line,  I  find  myself  to  be  the  senior  now  in  the  holding  of  my  ap- 
pointment ;  a  circumstance,  rightly  improved,  well  calculated  to  add 
to  the  increased  efficiency  of  my  Ministry. 
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In  concluBion,  I  may  say  that  the  past  year  has  exhibited,  at 
least,  as  ample  fruits  of  success  as  any  preceding  one ;  if  any  thing, 
more  so.  I  have  formed  acquaintance  with  a  much  larger  number 
of  really  poor  fietmilies,  than  in  any  former  year.  My  visits  have 
been  divided  among  two  hundred  and  seventy  such,  the  larger 
number  of  whom  are  as  much  under  my  pastoral  charge  (though 
not  all  gathered  within  the  chapel  precincts)  as  the  members  of 
any  religious  congregation  are  under  the  care  of  their  Minister. 
That  ^*  the  poor  ye  have  always  with  you  "  I  find  still  to  be  as 
much  verified  in  this  southerly  section  of  the  city  as  ever,  and,  as 
the  result  of  some  special  observations  of  late,  with  no  prospect  of 
a  change.  We  have  our  dark  alleys,  and  narrow  streets,  and  filthy 
purlieus,  and  large  crumbling  tenements  of  wood,  where  the  poor 
most  do  congregate,  as  elsewhere.  Even  the  better  appearing  brick 
dwelling^  that  have  gone  up  are  no  perfect  index  of  their  interior 
character,  but  contain  their  two  and  three  and  sometimes  four  poor 
families.  The  residents  of  the  more  conspicuous  houses  in  the 
more  immediate  vicinity  of  the  chapel,  and  around  the  two  public 
squares,  are  connected  with  more  &shionable  houses  of  worship  in 
the  heart  of  the  city. 

As  during  the  years  previous,  tts  time  and  opportunity  have 
served,  I  have  extended  my  Missionary  walks  beyond  the  original 
limits  of  this  Ministry  of  the  southerly  section;  visiting  many 
poor  families  noith  and  east  of  Dover-street,  in  the  extreme  parts 
of  Ward  11,  in  Ward  10,  and  some  upon  the  South  Cove.  My 
object  ever  is  to  seek  out  such  families  as  are  under  no  pastoral 
charge,  beyond  the  pale  of  Christian  influences ;  deeming  no  ser- 
vice too  small,  and  no  office  too  humble,  whereby  I  may  be  of 
benefit  to  my  fellow-man. 

That  I  might  better  meet  such  families  by  a  religious  infiuence, 
better  bring  them  to  the  Saviour,  and  carry  the  gospel  where  it 
might  penetrate  the  lowest  depths  of  society,  and  there  was  a  soul 
to  respond  to  its  sanctifying  power,  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
holding  neighhorlmod  meetings  on  each  Wednesday  evening  of  the 
week,  for  the  purposes  of  religious  conference  and  prayer.  These 
meetings  have  been  well  scattered  throughout  the  entire  circum- 
ference of  my  visits,  no  one  having  been  held  twice  in  the  same 
place,  for  a  period  now  of  more  than  six  months.  They  have  been 
generally  quite  numerously  attended  by  all  denominations,  not 
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exoep^ng  the  CaKhoIies ;  haye  been  looked  forward  to  ever  with 
interest,  and  been  blest  to  the  acknowledged  good  of  many  that 
have  attended* 

By  these  and  similar  instrumentalities,  by  Sabbath  services,  by 
dnxrch  meetings,  Bible  classes,  and  teachers'  meetings,  by  sewing 
and  social  circles,  by  die  distribution  of  Bibles  and  tracts,  has  the 
work  of  this  Ministry  been  onward.  And  it  is  to  be  hoped  that, 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  some  want  has  been  thereby  lessened,  some 
sorrow  alleyiated,  some  ignorance  enlightened,  some  vice  reclaimed, 
*— that  by  the  fiadthfiil  application,  day  by  day,  of  the  gospel  to  the 
heart  and  conscience,  some  new  glimpses  have  been  obtained  of 
that  Saviour  who  died  for  all,  of  his  cross  uplifted  for  all,  and  alone 
to  prove  the  healing  of  sin-diseased  and  suffering  man. 

From  all  that  is  presented  in  these  extracts,  it  cer- 
tainly mnst  convince  every  one,  that  an  amount  of 
good  is  gomg  out  from  this  Ministry,  in  this  section 
of  the  city,  which  few  can  estimate,  and  an  influence 
which  is  increasing  and  extending  to  a  degree  that 
must  be  peculiarly  gratifying  to  every  friend  of  the 
Fraternity. 


The  Beport  from  the  Bev.  Mr.  Winkley  is  also  full 
of  encouragement,  and  evmces,  as  the  Committee  for 
some  time  have  been  fully  sensible,  that  a  great  moral 
work  is  being  done  by  this  Missionary  in  his  labors, 
at  his  chapel  and  elsewhere ;  presenting  most  gratify- 
ing proo&,  with  every  passing  month. 

The  chapel  is  well  filled  on  the  Sabbath.  The 
meetings  on  Sunday  evening,  the  past  winter,  have 
been  crowded  with  attentive  and  interested  listeners. 
The  Simday-school  numbers  three  hundred  children 
and  fifty  teachers,  and  the  number  of  families  regularly 
visited  by  this  Pastor  is  over  three  hundred. 
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Mr.  Winkley  is  most  fisdthful  and  devoted  to  his 
work,  and  it  is  cause  of  gratitude  that  his  labors  are 
crowned  with  such  success.  That  he  is  endeavoring  to 
instruct  and  improve  each  and  all  within  his  influence, 
the  young  and  the  old ;  that  his  time  is  fully  occu- 
pied ;  and  that  he  is  carrying  out  the  great  and  noble 
design  of  this  Fraternity,  can  readily  be  seen  in  the 
following  extracts  from  his  Eeport,  which  we  present 
almost  entire. 
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We  have  labored  during  the  year  just  brought  to  a  close,  and 
God  has  crowned  us  with  success.  To  give  you  a  distinct  idea  of 
what  we  have  done,  and  at  the  same  time  not  to  weary  you  with 
a  lengthened  document,  shall  be  my  aim.  For  this  purpose  we 
will  glance  over  the  field  from  three  points  of  view,  Physical,  In- 
tellectual, and  Spiritual.     And, 

I.  Physical. — It  has  been  the  privilege  of  the  Minister  at  Large, 
since  the  establishment  of  this  institution,  to  relieve  the  extreme 
temporal  wants  of  his  flock.  And  this  is  well.  There  must  often 
be  hungry  mouths  filled,  and  sick  bodies  cured,  before  even  a 
Saviour's  voice  will  be  heard  by  the  soul.  To  enable  me  to  do  this,  I 
have  received  certain  sums  fi*om  the  Tuckerman  Sewing  Circle,  also 
from  the  office  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  two  bundles  of  dothing 
from  the  Sewing  Circle  connected  with  the  society  in  Jamaica  Plains, 
and  donations  of  clothes  and  money  from  my  own  friends  and  those 
about  me  interested  in  my  work.  Besides  this,  we  have  worked 
among  ourselves  for  others;  and  this  is  by  far  the  more  plea- 
sant to  report.  We  have  three  sewing  circles  in  connection 
with  the  chapel :  one  composed  of  the  teachers  of  our  Howard 
Sunday-school,  who  clothe  the  children;  one  composed  of  the 
parents  and  other  worshippers  at  the  chapel,  who  clothe  the  adults 
in  need ;  and  a  third  recently  formed  by  the  older  members  of 
the  Sunday-school,  and  younger  members  of  the  congregation. 
These  meet,  the  first  and  last  monthly,  the  second  twice  a  month. 
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They  fumish  their  own  materials,  do  their  own  work,  and,  hy  com- 
mittees chosen  for  that  purpose,  wisely  distribute  their  own  tokens 
of  love.  These  are  our  sources  of  temporal  blessings.  To  the 
Tuckerman  Sewing  Circle,  the  donors  of  the  Office,  the  Sewing 
Circle  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Reynolds's  society,  and  other  benefactors, 
and  to  the  members  of  the  various  sewing  circles,  be  our  most 
hearty  gratitude,  and,  what  is  far  more  to  be  desired,  the  approba- 
tion and  blessing  of  God !  By  these  we  have  reached  many  a  des- 
titute home,  cheered  many  worthy  spirits,  and,  as  we  trust,  saved 
more  than  one  or  two  noble  souls.  In  most  cases,  all  money 
received  has  been  loaned :  very  many  of  these  loans  have  been  re- 
turned, to  go  forth  as  loans  to  others.  Giving  is  very  bad  policy,  if 
it  can  be  avoided.  Where  it  must  be  done,  the  less  it  assumes  the 
form  of  "  charity,"  —  the  more  it  seems  like  a  child  receiving  from  a 
father,  a  neighbour  eating  socially  from  a  neighbour's  table,  a  friend 
receiving  some  choice  morsel  from  a  friend,  —  the  better.  But,  in 
all  cases,  self-respect  is  more  effectually  preserved,  a  sense  of  depen- 
dence avoided,  by  judicious  loans.  Would  that  hegging  and  alms- 
giving might  for  ever  cease,  and  that  brotherly  love  and  noble 
self-effort  might  take  their  place ! 

There  are  but  six  pews  and  from  twelve  to  twenty  seats  unap- 
propriated ;  and  the  large  majority  of  the  pews  have  ten  or  eleven 
claimants  for  seats,  though  they  comfortably  hold  not  over  six  or 
seven  each.  And  this  is  our  temporal  condition  and  doings.  I 
need  not  say  my  heart  is  glad,  and  I  daily  pray  for  more  gratitude 
to  God  for  his  great  kindness. 

II.  IrUellectuaJ.  —  There  is  a  great  need  that  our  zeal  in  religion 
should  be  according  to  knowledge.  In  fact,  in  proportion  as  know- 
ledge increases,  piety  creeps  into  the  most  worldly  and  most  infidel 
hearts,  making  the  unbeliever  confide,  the  cold-hearted  zealous,  and 
the  zealous  wise  and  prudent.  Knowledge,  too,  must  not  be  con- 
fined to  the  facts  recorded  in  the  Bible,  nor  always  to  the  facts  in 
the  moral  nature.  Domestic  economy,  physiology,  general  litera- 
ture, are  all  important  to  make  the  entire  man  and  woman  in  Christ. 
For  this  reason,  I  am  happy  to  state  that  small  fountains  sending 
forth  such  streams  have  existed  among  us.  Much  praise  is  due  to 
Miss  H.  R.  Hunt,  and  to  Mrs.  Wright  who  assisted  her,  for  a 
course  of  valuable  lectures  given  to  the  worshippers  of  the  chapel 
gratis ;  also  to  the  teachers  of  the  sewing  school  for  their  persever- 
ing efforts  in  their  department  once  a  week.  Our  Parish  Library, 
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numbers  between  aix  and  seven  hundred  volumes,  is  opened  once 
a  week  for  our  free  use ;  and  a  librarian,  who  has  been  faithful  to 
his  post  for  many  a  year,  is  constantly  at  the  service  of  weekly  ap- 
plicants. This  library  should  be  increased  by  new  and  useful  works. 
Doubtless  many  such  books  are  lying  idle  upon  the  shelf,  which, 
deposited  here,  would  accomplish  much  good.  Next  is  our  Sunday- 
school,  known  as  the  Howard  Sunday  School,  with  its  faithful 
superintendent,  assistants,  and  band  of  teachers,  numbering  fifty 
faithful  laborers,  having  in  charge  three  hundred  scholars.  This 
school  holds  its  two  sessions  each  Sunday,  and,  besides  its  own  im- 
mediate instruction,  scatters  volumes  from  its  valuable  library 
through  all  these  families.  In  this  school  are  not  only  children, 
but  older  brothers  and  sisters, — yes,  parents  and  grandparents. 
To  attempt  to  teU  the  good  which  this  school  accomplishes,  would 
be  like  Abraham  counting  the  stars  of  heaven.  In  addition  to  a 
Bible  class  of  fifteen  to  twenty  men,  which  the  Pastor  meets  on 
Sabbath  noon  at  the  Sabbath-school,  I  have  met  on  Thursday 
afternoon  a  class  of  women.  We  have  in  both  classes  taken  the 
evidences  of  Christianity,  and  find  much  profit  therein.  This  year 
we  have  taken  Christ's  precepts,  and  compared  them  with  his  life. 
Next  year  we  propose  to  compare  Christ's  teachings  and  life  with 
Socrates  and  others,  and  then  take  up  the  common  course  of  evi- 
dences. Much  good  has  been  done  here.  Those  who  glanced 
through  the  Bible  have  learned  to  read  it.  Those  who  heard  of 
Christ  as  a  Saviour  begin  to  understand  the  meaning  thereof.  On 
Friday  evening  of  each  week,  I  meet  a  circle  from  the  teachers ; 
which  circle  is  pursuing  a  course  on  natural  theology  with  much 
interest.  On  Wednesday  afternoon,  I  meet  twenty  children,  who 
borrow  books  fr^m  a  small  library  of  my  own.  At  this  meet- 
ing, they,  among  other  things,  report  their  fiEivorite  character  in 
the  book  just  read,  —  the  peculiar  attractive  trait,  —  and  relate 
some  incidents  showing  that  they  have  formed  a  correct  opin- 
ion. In  this  way  they  not  only  learn  to  read  wisely,  but  to 
gossip  about  the  only  permissible  characters ;  namely,  fictitious  or 
published  characters.  From  these  exercises  arise  many  interesting 
discussions. 

These  are  the  sources  of  intellectual  improvement.  No  one 
can  glance  over  this  by  itself,  and  not  feel  that  we  have  great  cause 
for  joy.  And  we  do  rejoice.  Happiness  does  flow  into  -many 
hearts,  as  well  as  knowledge  into  many  minds. 
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III.  i^ritiud,  —  To  tliis  do  all  the  rest  tend.  Gk>d  made  and 
BOBtains  the  body,  but  only  as  a  slave  of  the  soul.  He  created 
the  intellect,  but  only  as  an  agent  of  the  soul.  The  soul  is  what 
lives,  is  the  object  of  interest ;  not  the  short  stay  of  the  soul  here, 
but  its  whole  life.  This  whole  life  of  the  soul  has  been  that  for 
which  we  have  labored.  To  accomplish  this  purpose,  we  have  held 
twelve  meetings  per  week.  Let  it  be  understood,  these  meetings 
are  not  all  for  one  class :  that  would  promote  a  spirit  most  as- 
suredly dangerous  to  permanent  religious  progress.  Some  of 
these  I  have  already  referred  to.  The  two  sessions  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  which  I  always  attend,  and  almost  always  take  part  in,  by 
instruction  or  otherwise,  and  the  meeting  at  my  house  for  girls  on 
Wednesday  aftemoonS)  are  for  children  generally.  The  latter  I 
would  say  a  word  more  about,  that  it  may  be  fully  understood. 

I  have  long  deemed  it  important  to  gather  around  me  minds  be- 
fore they  were  filled  with  other  kinds  of  knowledge,  and  spirits 
before  they  were  bound  by  sinful  habits,  and  lead  them  into  a  true 
way.    For  this  purpose,  I  invited  those  children  who  borrowed 
books  of  me  to  meet  me^  and  consider  the  best  mode  of  accomplish- 
ing this  object.     They  readily  came  together ;  voted  to  organise 
themselves  into  a  society,  and  name  it  **  Our  Pastor's  Circle." 
They  numbered  twenty  manbers,  and  decided  that  it  was  advisa- 
ble to  keep  that  number  good,  but  not  to  increase  it.     At  their 
meetings,  one  of  the  members  leads  the  others  in  the  Lord's  Prayer. 
The  Secretary  reads  the  report  of  the  last  meeting;   books  are 
exchanged ;  characters  from  books  discussed ;  half  an  hour  spent 
in  reading  **  Pilgrim's  Progress,"  and  discussing  questions  arising 
from  it ;  and  the  meeting  closed  by  singing.    Of  all  the  gatherings 
that  I  attend,  I  know  of  no  one  more  intensely  interesting  and 
more  apparently  profitable  than  this.     The  parents  often  say,  Let 
any  sacrifice  be  made  rather  than  that  meeting  be  suspended.    The 
children  prove  their  interest  by  their  fiill  attendance  in  the  most 
stormy  weather ;  and  well  may  they  come,  for  methinks  I  can  see 
all  parts  of  their  nature  beautifully  developing  under  its  influence. 
Besides  these,  much  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  A.  Ayer,  of  the  Divinity 
School,  Cambridge,  for  his  faithfulness  in  preaching  to  the  children 
in  the  vestry  for  many  Sunday  aftemo6iii,  while  their  parents  were 
worshipping  above. 

Next  to  the  children  literally  are  the  meetixigi  for  the  children 
of  God.    The  diufch  iMetiiigs  are  held  sometimes  every  oth^r  and 
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sometimes  every  Wednesday  eyening.    These  meetings  have  proved 
profitable  in  instruction  and  life. 

The  meeting  on  Friday  evening  for  the  teachers  I  have  already 
alluded  to.  On  Tuesday  evening,  I  hold  a  meeting  at  my  house 
for  religious  conversation.  To  these  meetings,  all,  except  professors, 
are  invited.  We  commenced  last  fall  with  an  attendance  of  eight. 
Last  Tuesday  evening  we  had  fifty-one.  We  have  averaged  pro- 
bably thirty-eight  through  the  winter.  When  it  is.  remembered 
that  these  meetings  are  conducted  somewhat  after  the  fashion  of 
inquiry  meetings,  only  the  conversation  is  general ;  that  none  but 
those  out  of  the  church  have  usually  attended ;  and  that  the  interest 
has  been  kept  and  even  increased  to  the  present,  it  forms  not  only 
an  interesting  feature  in  my  year's  work,  but  is  exceedingly  en- 
couraging to  all  who  desire  to  bring  men  and  women  into  the 
atmosphere  and  life  of  heaven.  Mighty,  indeed,  has  been  its 
results.  The  thirteen  who  made  a  public  profession  of  faith  in 
the  Father  and  Son  and  Holy  Spirit  last  Sabbath,  and  others  who 
have  done  likewise  in  preceding  months,  date  much  of  their  pro- 
gress from  those  gatherings.  Once  a  fortnight,  and  for  a  long 
time  once  a  week,  we  held  neighborhood  meetings ;  meetings  for 
social  religious  worship  at  the  houses  of  any  who  desired.  To 
show  how  much  interest  has  been  taken  in  these  by  the  families 
themselves,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  we  have  not  been  able,  by 
holding  one  meeting  at  each  house,  to  accept  nearly  all  the  invita> 
tions. 

On  Saturday  evening,  we  hold  a  Luctator  meeting.  This  name 
may  sound  strangely  to  many  ears.  I  will  explain.  For  a  year 
and  more,  I  labored  to  reform  some  four  or  five  noble  spirits  from 
intemperance.  They  would  do  very  well  for  a  time,  and  then  fall. 
During  a  short  absence  from  the  city  last  August,  they  every  one 
strayed.  When  I  returned,  they  were  *'  all  right,"  as  they  say ; 
for  they  have  too  grateful  hearts  to  unnecessarily  wound  one  they 
love.  I  called  them  together  at  my  house ;  introduced  them,  for 
they  were  strangers ;  and  then  said  to  them,  —  *'  Gentlemen,  you 
have  tried  to  reform  yourselves,  and  failed.  Give  that  up.  Now, 
join  together,  and  reform  each  other.*'  They  agreed  to  do  so,  and 
each  promised  to  bring  another.  They  desired  an  odd  name :  I 
chose  the  Latin  word  luctator,  wrestler ;  and  they  glory  to  strug- 
gle together  for  freedom.  They  have  doubled  their  number.  From 
this  band  have  my  most  faithful  assistants,  not  only  in  reformatory 


MR.  winkley's  report.  21 

but  in  all  pietistical  movements,  come.  Among  the  voices  oftenest 
heard  in  exhortation,  both  in  conference  meeting  and  in  social  life, 
are  those  Luctators.  Four  belong  to  the  church.  One  breathed 
the  first  prayer  of  his  life  in  his  family  a  week  ago ;  another,  his 
first  prayer,  in  the  band  last  Saturday  evening.  If  drunkards  are 
to  be  saved,  they  must  be  Christianized.  When  "  a  hard  case," 
as  they  term  their  leaders,  is  converted  to  God,  he  is  mighty  for 
good.  I  would  advise  all  Ministers,  and  especially  Ministers  at 
Large,  if  they  want  good  and  faithful  colleagues,  to  gather  the 
active  servants  of  vice,  form  Luctator  bands,  and  they  will  learn 
what  mighty  love  man  is  susceptible  towards  his  brother.  God 
bless  my  band !  After  their  strugglings  here,  may  they  be  crowned 
m€tors  there ! 

On  Sunday,  we  have  all  these  scattered  ones  brought  together 
in  the  chapel.  The  morning  congregation  has  increased ;  the 
afternoon  congregation  is  as  large  as  the  chapel  will  comfortably 
hold.  On  Sunday  evenings,  our  conference  meeting  fills  the  vestry, 
and  sometimes  the  entries.  Our  speakers  are  from  among  our> 
selves,  and  yet  some  of  the  most  eloquent  appeals  I  have  ever 
listened  to  have  been  made  there. 

And  this  is  our  work.  Thus  temporally,  intellectually,  spirit- 
ually, you  can  glance  at  what  we  are  doing,  and  what  has  been 
accomplished.  You  can  only  glance.  And  now,  in  closing  this 
Report,  I  would  pour  out  much  from  the  fulness  of  my  heart ;  but 
must  not.  Surely  we  can  say,  "  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped 
us :  "  we  will  go  on  trusting  in  him. 


In  addition  to  the  Ministers  connected  with  the 
chapels,  the  Fraternity  have  had  three  other  Mission- 
aries in  their  employ;  namely,  Rev.  William  Ware, 
Eev.  Warren  Burton,  and  Andrew  Bigelow,  D.D. 

Owing  to  ill  health,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ware  was  obliged 
to  withdraw  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  year. 

Owing  to  the  state  of  the  funds,  the  Committee  were 
obliged  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
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Burton  in  October  last.  He  has  since  been  called  td 
commence  this  Ministry  in  Worcester. 

Mr.  Burton  labored  most  faithfully  and  indefati- 
gably  in  the  department  assigned  him,  and  gained 
much  valuable  information  on  many  important  sub- 
jects connected  not  only  with  the  poor,  but  also  with 
intemperance,  profligacy,  and  crime,  in  our  city.  On 
his  leaving,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  him,  expressing 
the  regret  the  Executive  Committee  felt  on  his  retir- 
ing ;  and  they  feel  that  much  is  due  to  him  for  his 
untiring  exertions,  his  perseverance  and  industry. 
May  he  be  blessed  in  his  new  field  of  labor,  in  that 
growing  and  flourishing  city ! 

Dr.  Bigelow  was  thus  left  alone,  and  has,  since  the 
departure  of  his  colleagues,  been  laboring  in  the  im- 
portant field  assigned  him,  with  constantly  increasing 
success ;  receiving  and  imparting  much  valuable  infer- 
mation  on  the  important  topics  which  are  the  subject 
of  his  constant  study  and  unceasing  toil,  as  he  visits 
from  house  to  house,  and  goes  among  all  classes,  the 
high  and  the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor.  His  Beport 
is  a  very  valuable  and  lengthy  document,  the  follow- 
ing extracts  from  which  will  give  some  idea  of  his 
plans  and  modes  of  operation. 

EXTRACTS    FROM    DR.   BIGELOW's    REPORT. 

My  intercourse  with  the  poor,  during  the  past  year,  has  been 
more  widely  extensive,  and  not  less  close  and  intimate,  than  in  any 
preceding  one.  My  list  of  visits  presents  a  greater  aggregate  than 
in  any  former  year ;  the  number  registered  for  the  twelvemonth 
ending  with  March  being  little  short  of  thirty-six  hundred  (vi«. 
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8,580).  Mueh  the  larger  proportion  have  been  made  within  the 
space  of  the  last  six  months ;  —  partly  owing  to  the  greater  multi- 
plicity of  calls  nsnal  in  winter ;  but  more  from  the  extraordinary 
demands  made  on  my  services  on  account  of  the  rigors  of  the  sea- 
son, and  the  loss  of  the  efficient  aid  from  two  of  the  partners  here- 
tofore associated  with  me  in  the  Ministry  at  Large. 

The  year  (official)  began  with  the  withdrawment  of  one  of  our 
number,  the  Rev.  William  Ware,  from  his  field  of  labor ;  and,  on 
the  1st  of  October,  a  further  loss  was  sustained  in  the  lamented 
departure  of  another  brother,  the  Rev.  Warren  Burton,  who  had 
been  associated  with  me  in  closer  fellowship  from  the  commence- 
ment of  my  Ministry.  By  the  separation  of  these  two  valued 
friends  and  helpers,  the  duty  of  general  visitation  among  the  poor 
at  large,  so  far  as  our  Office  is  concerned,  has  devolved  almost 
exclusively  on  myself.  Our  youngest  brother,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wink- 
ley*  by  reason  of  his  many  pressing  duties  elsewhere  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Ministry  specially  assigned  him,  was  excused  altogether 
from  attendance  at  the  Central  Office,  or  from  answering  the  general 
calls  expected  and  implied  by  our  ticket  references.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Crufl,  for  a  similar  reason,  could  undertake  little  additional  bur- 
den growing  out  of  the  latter  arrangement ;  and  I  was  consequently 
left,  as  already  intimated,  in  the  broader  field  of  our  Ministry,  to 
toil,  for  the  most  part,  single-handed  and  alone.* 

*  The  expediency  of  the  ticket-Bystem  has  been  questioned  by  some,  and 
in  a  quarter  whence  great  veneration  is  usually  expressed  for  the  wisdom  of 
the  measures  devised  by  one,  who  is  emphatically  regarded  as  the  father  of  the 
Ministry  at  Large  in  our  city,  the  late  Dr.  Tuckerman.  Yet  the  system  had 
his  special  sanction,  and  was  almost  coeval  with  the  institution  itself. 

In  the  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Association  of  Delegates,  prepared  by 
that  wise  and  good  man,  we  find  him  saying,  **  This  system  (the  ticket-system 
of  direction)  belongs  particularly  to  the  operations  of  the  Ministry  at  Large. 
One  of  our  tickets,  given  to  any  applicant  for  alms  and  brought  by  the  re- 
ceiver to  our  Office,  is  understood  to  express  the  wish  of  the  giver  of  the 
ticket,  that  the  bearer  of  it  should  be  an  object  of  the  attention  of  one  of 
the  Ministers  at  Large.  To  some  extent,"  he  adds,  **  we  have  availed  our- 
selves of  the  aid  of  other  visitors  of  the  poor,  in  securing  a  proper  attention 
to  the  cases  thus  referred  to  us ;  while  we  have  made  it  a  rule,  and  have  felt 
it  our  duty,  so  far  as  possible,  to  visit  those  thus  commended  to  our  notice." 
Again,  Dr.  Tuckerman  states,  *<  In  all  cases  in  which  a  stranger  shall  ask 
iior  alma,  either  at  the  homes  of  our  citizens  or  in  the  streets,  and  when  an 
investigation  of  the  case  cannot  be  made  by  one  so  applied  to,  let  one  of  our 
tickets  be  given  instead  of  money ;  and  thus  let  the  case  be  referred  to  the 
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With  a  numerous  body  of  dependent  families  previously  on  my 
list  requiring  to  be  looked  after,  and  claiming  at  short  intervals  a 
renewal  of  my  pastoral  visits  and  services,  the  assumption  of  so 
heavy  a  responsibility  as  that  of  meeting  all  the  further  contingent 
calls  which  might  arise  from  keeping  open  the  School-street  Office 
was  not  a  little  formidable.  The  question  of  closing  it  altogether 
was  seriously  entertained.  Its  continuance  was  at  length  decided 
on,  at  least  experimentally ;  and,  by  some  new  arrangements,  re- 
stricting my  personal  attendance  to  an  hour  at  noon,  aided  by  the 
kindly  co-operation  of  the  brother  last  named  (Mr.  Cruft),  who 
daily  lent  his  presence  and  assistance  at  the  Office,  though  for  a 
shorter  interval,  the  place  has  been  kept  open,  the  work  gone  on, 
and  the  mortifying  necessity  been  avoided  of  relinquishing  a 
station  conveniently  accessible  to  all;  the  advantages  of  which, 
unconfined  to  the  poor,  have  been  shared  by  many  others  inter- 
ested in  our  Ministry.  The  apartment  itself  has  remained  open 
during  the  other  stated  hours  heretofore  customary,  day  by  day ; 
the  services  of  a  faithful  and  intelligent  lad  having  been  secured  to 
answer  inquiries,  and  to  register  all  calls  and  messages,  with  the 
names  of  applicants,  during  the  absence  of  the  Ministers. 

The  most  of  my  time  being  occupied  in  visiting,  from  ten  to 
twelve  hours  daily  —  sometimes  more  during  the  inclement  season 
—  were  given  to  the  work ;  not  unfrequently  without  respite,  save 
at  the  Office  hour  at  noon,  or  for  refreshment,  otherwise,  of  any 
sort.  The  labor  was  severe  and  exhausting ;  especially  so,  as  nei- 
ther on  secular  nor  sabbath  days  did  I  forget  my  mission  as  a 
minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  with  a  charge  in  hand  to  the  souls  as  well 
as  bodies  of  men.  In  all  cases  suitable,  the  offices  of  religion  were 
introduced ;    and  by   the   word  or  prayer,  by  serious  teachings 


MmiBters  at  Large."  —  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Association  of  Delegates,  S^c, 
Boston,  1835,  pp.  30~-32. 

It  is  this  aystem  which,  at  the  Central  Office  in  School-street,  the 
l^iinistera  at  Large,  holding  appointments  under  your  Board,  have  revived 
and  endeavored  to  carry  into  effect,  since  the  winter  of  1846-47.  It  should 
be  added,  that  no  tickets  have  been  volunteered  from  their  office,  or  advertised 
by  circular  or  otherwise,  during  the  last  winter ;  but  they  have  been  fur- 
nished to  all  on  application.  They  have  been  frequently  solicited ;  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  instances  of  inattention  to  the  cases  presented  (sometimes 
unavoidable),  or  of  neglect  of  answers  to  calls  for  information,  have  been 
fewer  than  in  anv  former  season. 
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addressed,  by  counsel,  admonition,  or  consolation,  were  my  inter* 
news  sought  to  be  made  permanently  useful. 

On  Sundays  I  have  publicly  officiated  but  a  little  more  than  a 
fourth  of  the  time ;  my  sabbaths  in  general  (reserving  a  part  for 
personal  rest,  and  attendance,  as  a  silent  worshipper,  in  the  sane* 
tuary)  being  appropriated  to  special  visits  to  the  sick,  with  reli- 
gious exercises  in  the  homes  of  the  poor,  as  occasions  have  invited 
and  called  for. 

My  tract  distributions  during  the  last  year  have  exceeded  the 
amount  of  any  former  one ;  the  number  (exclusive  of  the  Bible), 
under  various  classes,  —  temperance,  moral,  and  religious,  -^  being 
computed  at  four  thousand.  These  silent  witnesses  of  truth  or 
duty  —  never  refused,  though  often  perhaps  neglected  —  are  faith- 
ful memorials  in  the  absence  of  a  fnend  and  visitor,  whose  **  testi- 
monies," designed  to  **  make  wise  the  simple,"  cannot  always  fail 
to  be  heeded ;  but  must  rejoice,  it  is  hoped,  the  hearts,  improve 
the  nunds,  and  do  good  to  the  souls  of  some  at  least  who  are 
athirst  for  instruction,  seeking  guidance  in  the  way  of  duty  or  the 
path  of  life. 

In  my  visits  among  the  poor,  I  have  made  their  characters,  as 
well  as  circumstances,  matters  of  study.  For  better  insight  a  de- 
gree of  intimacy  must  be  cultivated,  which  I  find  quite  practicable 
without  descending  to  those  unbecoming  familiarities  which  com- 
promise self-respect,  and  the  deference  due  to  the  office  of  the  poor 
man's  friend  and  counsellor.  For  as,  on  the  one  hand,  an  assump- 
tion of  airs  and  a  consequential  manner,  a  distance,  coldness,  and 
austerity,  would  repel  confidence  and  defeat  the  good  professed 
to  be  sought  from  the  intercourse  of  which  I  speak ;  so,  on  the 
other,  a  too  great  feaniliarity,  that  boon  companionship  affected  by 
scnne,  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  raise  the  visitor  in  the  estimation 
of  the  persons  so  approached,  or  help  the  higher  purposes  contem- 
plated by  a  true  friendship.  It  should  be  our  aim  to  encourage 
in  every  heart  some  feelings  of  self-respect,  to  speak  to  the  man- 
hood not  wholly  destroyed  in  any  one's  nature,  to  lift  up  the  very 
lowest,  morally  and  socially,  by  inspiring  worthy  emulations,  and 
furnishing  helps  and  quickenings  to  improve  their  lot  and  mount 

to  better  positions 

There  is  much  of  pining  wretchedness  in  our  &ir  city,  much 
that  is  solitary,  and  which  preys  unseen.    It  passes  all  ordinary 
conception.    The  difficulty  of  seeking  it  out,  — of  distinguishing 
4 
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the  truly  needy  and  desenring,  and  to  reach  them  by  penetrating 
through  the  crust  of  squalid  alien  pauperism,  which,  lying  upon 
the  surface  and  obtruded  on  the  eye,  is  apt  to  engross  the  attention 
and  charities  of  the  public ;  I  say,  the  difficulty  of  reaching  this 
mass,  of  searching  the  numerous  isolated,  too  often  neglected, 
cases  of  destitution  which  it  embraces,  and  providing  the  efficient 
means  of  relief —  all  this  has  become  greatly  enhanced  by  changes 
of  circumstances  which  are  in  rapid  progress  in  our  community. 
Yet,  within  that  interior  pale  of  which  I  speak,  I  have  found  most 
satis&ction  in  ministering.  To  operate  more  advantageously,  I 
have  sought  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  the  charitable  and  affluent, 
whenever  I  could  so  do,  in  behalf  of  the  sufferers  there  found.  In 
the  course  of  the  past  winter,  I  have  been  thus  instrumental  in 
placing  several  scores  of  worthy  indigent  families  or  individuals 
under  the  provisional  care  and  attention  of  others  more  prosperous 
around  them. 

The  advantages  from  such  arrangements,  and  from  the  dose 
reciprocal  relations  involved,  are  not  confined  to  the  receivers  of 
charities,  and  the  other  kindly  offices  bestowed.  They  are  shared 
as  liberally  by  the  benefactors  themselves ;  experience  showing  the 
truth  of  the  remark,  so  well  expressed  by  a  forcible  writer,  that, 
*'  though  God  might  send  angels  from  on  high  to  pour  balm  into 
human  wounds,  and  to  soothe  our  anxieties,  He  has  wisely  left  it 
to  ourselves  to  help  one  another."  The  reason  is  given :  —  *'  By  so 
doing,  we  develope  our  own  faculties,  kindle  and  cherish  our  sym- 
pathies, ennoble  our  views,  and  form  our  whole  characters  in 
strength  and  beauty.  Do  your  duty,  if  not  to  save  others,  to 
save  yourselves."  ♦ 

Through  the  co-operation  of  the  benevolent  in  these  and  other 
ways,  I  have  experienced  much  assistance  and  encouragement  dur- 
ing the  year  last  past,  far  more  so  than  in  any  one  previously. 
Friends  of  either  sex,  elevated  in  social  positions,  and  not  more  so 
thereby  than  by  the  noble  impulses  of  their  generous  hearts,  have 
proffered  their  personal  services  or  their  ready  benefactions  in  any 
quarter  of  suffering  or  need  which  I  might  choose  to  indicate. 
Private  contributions  to  my  poor's  purse  have  been  liberally  made, 
to  an  extent  beyond  the  ordinary  and  anticipated  supplies.    To  our 

«  Bev.  Dr.  Sadler,  in  his  excellent  Discourse  on  Ecdes.  xi.  1,  **  Cast  thy 
bread  upon  the  waters." 
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Office  Charity  Fund  —  aside  from  other  valuahle  donations,  chiefly 
in  clothing,  from  generous  patrons  —  remittances  in  money  have 
been  sent  in,  since  the  1st  of  December,  to  an  amount  exceeding 
one  thousand  dollars  (namely,  $1,028).*  Our  munificent  friends, 
the  ladies  of  the  Tuckerman  Circle,  have  continued  to  remember 
US ;  the  sum  of  their  monthly  donations,  in  aid  of  the  charities  of 
the  Ministry  at  Large,  having  reached  the  maximum  as  compared 
with  any  former  year.  These  facts  I  have  the  greater  pleasure  in 
stating,  inasmuch  as  we  addressed  no  private  circular  and  made  no 
public  appeal  to  the  benevolent,  as  in  former  years,  for  contribu- 
tions to  assist  us  in  relieving  the  outward  wants  of  the  poor.  All 
our  receipts,  accordingly,  have  come  to  us  spontaneously ;  at  least, 
wholly  unsolicited  on  our  own  part.t 

*  I  should  not  omit  to  record  an  unexpected  and  extremely  liberal  dona- 
tion of  articles  of  clothing  sent  to  us  by  a  ladies'  society  in  Watertown,  the 
entile  yearly  avails  of  their  tastefiil  skill  and  handiwork.  They  were  con- 
ngned  to  ns  in  January,  with  a  most  kindly  letter  of  greeting,  from  their 
first  manager,  Mrs.  Mary  D.  Brown.  —  To  Thomas  B.  Wales,  Esq.  our  grati- 
tude is  also  specially  due  for  a  credit  on  the  Needlewoman's  Friend  Society 
(in  addition  to  his  other  benefactions),  for  goods  to  the  amount  of  one  htm- 
dred  dollars,  deliverable  at  our  order  to  the  poor. 

t  A  pleasing  incident  I  cannot  refrain  from  noting :  —  In  early  winter, 
a  young  gentleman  of  the  highest  respectability,  then  personally  a  stranger 
to  me,  called  at  our  Office,  at  my  stated  hour  of  attendance ;  the  room  being 
crowded,  as  usual,  with  poor  of  all  sorts.  He  listened  to  their  stories,  and 
earefrdly  remarked  their  appearance  and  conditions.  On  a  following  day, 
he  repeated  his  visit  of  observation,  and  then  stated  more  explicitly  his 
object;  viz.  that,  having  leisure,  and  possessing  means,  he  wished  to  be 
serriceable  to  others  less  fortunate  than  himself.  In  short,  he  was  desirous 
to  know  how  best  to  gain  access  to  the  poor,  that  he  might  be  helpful  to 
them  in  such  ways  as  might  thence  open  up.  He  requested  leave  to  attend 
me  on  some  of  my  daily  walks  and  visits,  to  fiicilitate  his  ends. 

Appointments  were  accordingly  made ;  and,  on  several  of  the  coldest 
days  of  last  winter,  I  had  the  pleasure  to  have  this  gentleman  for  a  com- 
panion in  my  roimds  among  some  of  the  dreariest,  as  well  as  others  of  the 
better  conditioned,  of  the  abodes  of  poverty.  Our  walks  were  resumed  on 
different  occanons,  each  occupying  several  hotxrs.  They  embraced,  succes- 
sively, portions  of  the  West  Wards,  the  North  End,  the  Fort  Hill  and  South 
Cove  districts.  My  friend  (for  such  I  am  now  happy  to  call  him)  was  a 
careful  observer  of  spots  as  well  as  circumstances ;  and  afterwards  he  re- 
explored  the  several  localities  alone,  extending  his  visits,  as  opportunities 
invited,  to  the  neighboring  quarters.  His  charities  were  distributed  not 
lavishly  but  discriminatingly,  and  with  much  good  sense.    His  offices,  in 
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The  means  thus  placed  at  our  disposal  were  abundantly  needed. 
The  last  was  a  very  hard  winter ;  the  severest  of  any,  it  is  belieyed, 
in  the  amount  of  suffering  experienced,  which  has  been  known  in 
Boston.  A  no  common  measure  of  effort  and  sacrifice  was  con- 
sequently demanded  from  the  friends  of  the  poor.  And  gladly  and 
gratefully  do  we  testify  to  our  share  of  their  offerings  to  help  meet- 
ing the  exigencies  of  the  times ;  and  that,  where  we  had  looked  for 
the  means  of  succor,  our  expectations,  in  the  main,  were  not  dis- 
appointed. 

In  one  of  the  earlier  of  those  Union  Meetings  which  have  formed 
so  pleasing  and  marked  a  feature  of  the  past  season,  denoting  a 
quickened  religious  movement  in  the  churches  of  our  denominationy 
the  wish. was  expressed  by  a  speaker  of  another  sect,  ''that  soon 
there  might  be  a  bridge  from  Beacon  to  Broad  street."  It  was 
neatly  said ;  and  I  venture  the  belief,  that  no  unkindly  sarcasm  was 
meant.  Assuming  this,  the  benevolence  of  the  gentleman  will 
doubtless  be  gratified  to  learn,  that  such  a  bridge  (though  some* 
what  fanciful,  yet  quite  as  real  as  his  own,  or  that  in  Mirza's  day- 
dream) —  a  bridge,  it  may  be,  with  imperfect  arches,  not  wholly 
symmetric,  yet  all  found  practicable  and  often  trod,  —  such  a 
"  bridge  "  exists,  and  is  even  now  spanning  the  envious  gulf;  and 
from  the  quarter  of  which  he  spoke,  from  the  stateliest  homes  in 
the  very  street,  as  well  as  from  the  class  in  general  to  which  allu- 
sion was  made,  whether  resident  there  or  in  others  of  our  fashiona- 
ble streets  and  squares,  there  go  continually  angels  of  mercy  to  the 
obscurest  and  most  repulsive  retreats  of  poverty,  be  they  in  Broad 
or  in  Ann  street ;  be  they  in  the  purlieus  of  Fort  Hill  or  Hatter's 
Square. 

I  know  a  lady  of  the  highest  refinement,  of  the  most  wealthy 
and  honorable  connections,  occupying  a  social  sphere  second  to 
none  in  Boston  or  New  England,  who  every  sabbath-day,  with  love 
and  meekness  in  her  heart,  may  be  seen  leaving  her  mansion  to  go  to 
a  remote  part  of  the  city,  to  instruct  a  class  of  poor  Irish  —  women 

other  re0peoti^  in  behalf  of  the  poor  (not  discontinued  through  wearineis  up 
to  the  present  time),  have  been  varioiuly  useful  and  praiuworthy. 

It  may  not  be  uninteretting  to  add,  that  the  gentleman  of  whom  I  write, 
is  a  member,  in  full  communion,  of  another  Christian  cburch.  But,  what- 
ever be  his  cxeed  or  denomination,  hia  works  evince  him  to  be  a  true  disciple 
of  our  common  Mastbk.  BCay  others  be  stilted  to  emulation,  and  **  go,  and 
do  likewise!" 
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and  children — in  a  Snnd&y-flchool.  Her  hand  is  ever  open  for  the 
relief  of  the  physical  as  well  as  moral  wants  of  the  wretched ;  and 
she  lends  her  personal  presence  and  the  tenderest  counsel,  with  an 
eTer*graceful  alms,  whilst  ministering  to  the  necessitous,  however 
lowly  or  degraded.* 

I  could  speak  of  two  ladies,  also,  of  the  first  respectability,  — 
aistexs,  wives,  —  '^  their  husbands  are  known  in  the  gates,"  — 
who,  leaving  the  elegant  comforts  of  their  dwellings,  have  shrunk 
not  from  the  keenest  blasts  of  mid-winter,  to  explore  the  haunts 
of  destitution  afar  from  their  own  firesides,  whence  the  cry  of 
misery  had  come  up  to  their  habitations.  I  have  known  how  they 
went  to  see,  to  pity,  and  relieve ;  and  might  be  found  threading 
lanes  and  by-ways ;  visiting  cellars  and  attics ;  mounting,  as  in 
one  case,  to  a  dreary  garret,  in  quest  of  a  poor  widow  with  her 
helpless  babes,  languishing  and  perishing  from  the  cold ;  speaking 
words  of  comfort ;  administering,  there  as  elsewhere,  the  means  of 
present  relief,  with  no  stinted  hand ;  causing  the  '*  widow's  heart 
to  sing  for  joy,"  by  reason  of  their  coming ;  and,  on  returning  to 
their  homes,  not  forgetting  to  despatch  clothing  and  stores  com- 
mensurate with  the  sufferer's  needs ;  and  following  up  these  bene- 
factions with  others,  as  subsequent  necessities  arose.  —  I  know  a 
venerable  matron,  held  in  universal  estimation,  the  widowed  head 
of  a  truly  patrician  and  most  honorable  house,  on  another '  of  the 
bitterest  days  of  the  last  stem  winter,  going  on  foot,  attended  by 
a  servant,  to  a  street  far  distent,  where,  ignorant  of  the  precise 
abode  of  a  &mily  only  known  to  be  sick  and  suffering,  and  anxious 
for  its  discovery,  it  was  necessary  to  explore  every  nook  and  slip 
in  a  crowded  thoroughfare.  At  last,  finding  the  place, — a  wretched 
hovel,  —  and  there  the  objects  of  her  search,  she  provided  them 
liberally  with  the  comforts  which,  in  her  considerate  forethought, 
had  been  brought  along  with  her ;  nor  took  her  departure  ere  dis- 
charging the  arrears  of  several  weeks'  rent,  for  which  the  family 

*  Whilst  writiiig  this  paragraph,  a  note  has  been  laid  on  my  table,  which 
had  been  jnst  dropped  at  my  door,  from  a  source  which  I  cannot  conjecture. 
It  endoeea  thirty  dollars,  '*  for  the  henefit  of  the  poor,"  —  *<  from  a  friend." 
This  tells  the  whole  story.  Whether  it  was  wafted  from  Beacon-street,  I 
cannot  tell ;  most  probably  not.  But  sure  I  am,  it  came  not  up  from  Broad- 
street.  —  I  note  the  incident  to  show  the  spirit  which  is  abroad,  and  to  thank 
the  unknown  donor ;  in  default  of  other  channel  for  conveying  my  acknow- 
ledgments. 
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had  been  threatened  with  being  made  outcasts.  And  such  was  but 
one  of  the  every-day  acts  of  quiet  beneficence,  distinguishing  that 
honored  matron.  Blessings  upon  her  head!  —  But  enumeration 
would  be  vain.     Enough  for  illustrations :  I  pass  to  other  topics. 

Among  my  objects  of  solicitude,  the  children  of  the  poor  have 
been  taken  into  special  account.  Upon  all  of  suitable  age,  the 
duty  could  not  fail  to  be  urged  of  regularity  in  attendance  at 
school.  In  divers  cases,  its  importance  has  been  so  felt,  together 
with  the  certainty  of  a  scrutiny  being  maintained  over  their  con- 
duct, that  a  check  has  been  put  to  growing  habits  of  neglect ;  and 
children  have  been  saved  from  idleness  and  vagrancy,  with  the 
incidental  temptations  to  crime.  But  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  com- 
pulsory powers  are  wanting,  even  to  the  city  authorities,  to  enforce 
uniformity  of  attendance,  at  some  one  of  our  public  or  private 
schools,  of  all  within  the  prescribed  ages.  The  defect,  it  is 
hoped,  will  soon  be  remedied ;  but,  meanwhile,  it  may  explain  the 
spectacle  of  so  many  shoals  of  boys  and  girls  being  abroad  in  our 
streets,  subject  to  the  worst  influences,  during  the  proper  hours  of 
instruction. 

But  the  day-school  is  not  enough.  The  Sunday-school  should 
go  along  with  it,  to  act  as  its  ally  and  handmaid.  The  duty  of 
embracing  its  privileges  and  using  its  proffered  helps  to  gain  "  the 
knowledge  which  makes  wise  to  salvation,"  —  this  has  been  affec- 
tionately and  seriously  pressed.  Still  there  should  be  no  super- 
stition in  this  matter.  The  name  of  a  Sunday-school  is  not  a 
talisman  to  charm  away  sin  and  to  ensure  all  goodness.  The 
institution  is  a  noble  one,  if  rightly  conducted,  and  is  capable  (as 
none  may  question)  of  inestimable  utility.  But,  when  it  is  worked 
in  a  sort  of  mechanical  routine,  or  set  up  for  form's  sake  as  an 
ornamental  appendage  to  a  church;  when  it  is  made  a  vehicle 
more  for  entertainment  than  solid,  enriching  improvement  to  the 
mind,  the  heart,  and  the  conscience,  its  advantages  become  prob- 
lematical. The  system  may  then  degenerate  into  a  name,  a  sham ; 
and  its  boasted  good  be  only  a  figment. 

Children  should  go  to  a  Sunday-school  to  be  made  truly  wise ; 
to  be  instructed,  not  amused ;  to  learn  to  be  sober-minded.  God- 
fearing, duty-loving,  —  not  to  play,  to  trifie,  and  to  frolic.  It  is 
possible  that,  by  mistakes  short  of  these,  this  best  of  institutions, 
next  to  the  church  and  family  home,  may  be  made  the  source  of 
quite  as  much  harm  as  benefit  to  the  young ;  especially  among  the 
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children  of  the  poor.  A  change  of  the  kind  intimated  has  been 
noticed  with  misgivings,  in  some  quarters,  where  recreations  and 
pastimes,  gay  festivals  and  pageants,  —  to  say  nothing  of  the  fan- 
tastic dance,  —  have  entered  largely  into  the  arrangements  and 
usages  of  the  conductors.  The  mind  of  a  child  cannot  fail,  it 
would  seem,  to  be  kept  on  the  rack  of  excitement  by  these  means ; 
and  the  adventitious  popularity  of  such  Sunday-schools  may  be 
dearly  purchased  by  the  waste  or  compromise  of  precious  oppor- 
tunities, for  those  of  tender  age,  to  get  a  nobler,  a  priceless  good. 
Again,  in  Sunday-schools  not  so  exceptionably  marked,  there  may 
be  the  error  before  pointed  out ;  namely,  a  dull,  formal,  mechanical 
method  in  the  matter  of  class  exercises,  along  with  coldness  and 
heartlessness  in  a  teacher,  an  estrangement  from  a  pupil,  and  in- 
difference to  his  courses  at  other  times  than  the  hasty  hour  claimed 
for  the  Sunday-school.  '*  The  good  shepherd  knoweth  his  sheep.'' 
A  faithful  teacher  is  familiarly  conversant  with  the  habits,  tempers, 
and  doings,  of  his  youthful  disciples.  He  visits  them  at  their 
homes;  counsels,  warns,  watches  them  when  abroad.  He  prays 
for  them ;  commits  them  to  the  care  of  '*  the  great  and  good  Shep- 
herd ; "  and  the  warmth  of  his  own  piety,  tender  not  austere,  will 
shed  a  genial,  kindred  glow  into  the  bosoms  of  his  youthful  charge. 
The  influences  from  such  wise  training  must  be  fraught  with  the 
richest  blessings ;  and  Sunday-schools  thus  conducted  are  institu- 
tions of  inestimable  value. 

Still,  with  many,  there  remains  a  wide  margin  for  improvement. 
And  it  is  perfectly  obvious,  that  little  good  may  be  hoped  from  a 
sabbath-school  where  a  hurried  or  formal  hour  is  given  to  the 
classes  by  teachers  heedless  of  the  gnnd  and  holy  ends  of  the  in- 
stitution, devoid  themselves  of  personal  piety,  unconcerned  for  its 
presence  in  the  souls  of  their  pupils,  and  careless  of  their  con- 
duct on  ordinary  days,  —  teachers  who  leave  the  latter  to  all  the 
perilsome  or  all  the  neutralizing  influences  bearing  upon  their 
characters,  sentiments,  and  actions,  amid  the  fearful  exposures  of 
a  city  life.  Under  such  guidance,  a  miracle  it  would  be  if  sixty 
minutes,  or  twice  the  time,  languidly  or  carelessly  spent  within 
the  walls  of  a  Sunday-school  upon  one  day  in  seven,  should 
counterwork  the  insidious  influence  from  a  thousand  evil  tempta- 
tions besetting  the  path  of  the  young  during  all  the  remainder. 
Yet  here  is  a  capital  mistake  in  the  minds  of  many :  it  should  be 
banished ;  and  the  bare  exposure  may  satisfy  the  wonder  so  often 
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expressed,  namely,  Why  it  is  that  with  so  much  doing  by  Sunday- 
schools,  —  so  much,  at  least,  of  its  visible  machinery  set  up  and  at 
work  around  us,  —  there  should  be  yet  so  much,  and  such  increas- 
ing, juyenile  vice  and  delinquency  in  our  city  ? 

I  cannot  leave  the  topic  without  remarking  a  fact  of  some  sig* 
nificance,  that,  so  far  as  my  observation  has  gone,  it  is  rare  to  find 
children  or  youth  in  Boston  who  are  not,  or  have  not  been,  nomi- 
nally at  least,  enrolled  on  the  list  of  some  Sunday-school,  either 
Catholic  or  Protestant.  I  have  repeatedly  interrogated  on  this 
point  even  the  lads  and  others  who  have  been  arraigned  as  offenders 
against  our  laws ;  and  it  is  seldom  that  they  have  not  acknow- 
ledged, or  been  proved  on  satisfactory  evidence,  to  have  been  no 
strangers  within  the  walls  of  a  sabbath-school.  They  may  not 
have  come  regularly,  much  less  **  permanently  "  (however  we  may 
take  that  word),  under  their  influences ;  they  may  not  have  enjoyed 
the  advantages  of  the  better  sort.  This  may  or  may  not  be : 
neither  of  the  suppositions  is  probable,  or  has  been  found  in  the 
main  supported  by  the  facts.  Still,  they  have  for  the  most  part 
belonged  to  some  Sunday-school ;  and  this  shows  that  there  is  no 
magic  in  the  name.  It  suggests  also  the  query.  Whether,  if  they 
had  there  met  with  skilful  and  judicious  guides^  -^  teachers  serious- 
minded,  loving,  watchful,  and  devoted,  —  they  would  have  been 
so  likely  to  have  turned  their  backs,  and  gone  astray  into  the  paths 
of  error  ?  Whether,  instead  of  a  casual  or  reluctant,  they  would 
not  have  lent  rather  a  cheerful  and  stated  attendance  i  Whether 
they  might  not  have  remembered  the  Sunday-school,  and  looked 
to  it  as  the  shadow  of  a  rock  in  the  hour  of  strong  and  fiery  temp- 
tation ?  aye,  and  whether  they  might  not  have  found  it  both  "  the 
House  of  God,"  and  ''  the  Gate  of  Heaven  "  ? 

I  cannot  close  without  reverting  to  the  change,  the  alarming 
change,  which  we  see  going  on  in  the  character  and  masses  of  our 
population.  New  and  dangerous  elements  are  being  fast  thrown 
into  the  bosom  of  society.  The  vices  incident  to  conditions  of 
ignorance,  degradation,  and  want,  are  every  day  becoming  more 
prevalent.  Crime,  often  the  parent,  is  likewise  frequently  a  dread- 
ful consequent,  of  the  miseries  of  destitution.  Despite  of  all  the 
endeavors  to  abate  or  remove  the  latter,  it  is  too  plainly  and  sadly 
augmenting  before  our  eyes;  partly  from  causes  domestic,  but 
more,  incalculably  so,  firom  causes  external,  — •  from  the  tides,  the 
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deepening  tides,  of  panpeiiem  eettiiig  in  upon  us  from  abroad,  — 
rolling  as  a  dark  and  turbid  flood  adown  and  through  all  our 
streets. 

Prominent  always  among  the  former,-— our  dataeHie  sources  of 
poverty, — is  the  blighting  curse  of  intemperance.  It  is  spreading 
with  unprecedented  actiyity,  daily  multiplying  its  viotiniB,  and,  of 
course,  its  disorders,  its  sufferings,  and  its  woes.  The  law  rebukes 
it.  It  laughs  at  the  law.  The  law  forbids  the  sale  of  any  of  its 
baleful  agents.  It  declares  that  no  intoxicating  drinks  shall  be 
retailed  within  the  city  limits ;  and,  in  defiance  of  its  voice,  —  in 
open  mockery,  —  the  traffic  goes  on  with  dreadful  energy,  by  day 
and  by  night,  in  some  two  thousand  places  of  every  class  and  grade. 
The  law,  then,  —  what  does  it?  I  speak  not  of  the  spasmodic 
efforts  which  it  makes  at  times  at  self-vindication ;  like  the  sudden 
jerks,  startling,  yet  transient,  sometimes  tried  by  galvanic  opera- 
tors upon  a  carcase  of  the  dead.  I  ask  again  of  the  law,  What 
does  it?  It  looks  timidly  on,  or  stands  aghast,  casting  a  stony 
gaze  upon  the  object  which  it  may  not  blink  from  sight ;  and, 
when  it  lifts  an  arm  in  menace,  it  anon  drops  feeble  and  palsied 
fay  its  side.  Meanwhile,  the  bloated  pest,  sucking  as  a  vampire 
the  liie«blood  of  thousands,  continues  to  riot  in  our  midst. 

Lsaentable  it  truly  is,  that  no  check  or  antidote  is  found  to 
the  evil ;  and  most  humbling  must  it  be,  if  none  can  be  contrived, 
—  nothing  adequate,  I  mean,  to  the  exigency  in  hand.  Whilst 
but  one  of  two  measures  seems  to  lie  at  the  discretionary  choice  of 
our  city  authorities,  and  whilst  the  alternative  adopted,  if  haply 
the  wisest,  is  impotent  for  the  end  in  view,  and  no  corrective  is 
obtained,  —  in  short,  while  the  giant  mischief  palpably  goes  on, 
daily  distending  before  our  eyes,  —  the  question  arises.  What  next 
may  we  do  ?  Is  there  no  middle  ground  —  no  tertium  quid,  so  to 
speak  —  where  the  champions  of  temperance,  the  patrons  of  order, 
the  lovers  of  domestic  peace,  purity,  and  comfort,  the  friends  of 
sound  morals  of  every  sect  and  name,  may  meet  to  do  battle  agaiost 
the  common  foe  ?  Observation  has  long  since  convinced  me,  that 
no  stringency  of  human  laws  or  interdicts  can  avail  much  towards 
the  radical  cure,  or  even  the  repression,  beyond  the  outward  dis- 
plays, of  vice  in  any  of  its  forms.  For  the  expulsion  of  intemper- 
ance we  must  go  deeper,  and  plant  the  comer-stone  of  reform  in  a 
man's  own  soul,  —  in  his  sense  of  p^sonal  duty,  and  conscience. 
Hard  words,  coarse  epithets,  bitter  revilings,  leyelled  against  a 
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person  engaged  in  courses,  or  a  business,  however  reprehensible,  — 
these  —  any  more  than  indictments,  fines,  and  imprisonments — sel- 
dom amend  and  convert. 

For  my  own  part,  I  cannot  but  think,  that,  in  place  of  the  pres- 
ent truly  "  anomalous  "  condition  of  things,  better  it  were  that 
there  was  no  law ;  no  prohibitive  or  regulating  ordinances  upon 
our  statute-book  at  all ;  no  optional  power  of  either  licensing  or 
non-licensing,  in  respect  to  the  sale  of  alcoholic  drinks ;  —  I  say, 
better  this,  in  the  choice  of  evils,  than  what  we  now  see  before  us ; 
—  better  leave  the  odium  of  the  traffic,  and  the  work  of  its  over- 
throw, to  the  corrective  of  public  opinion.         .... 

I  would  not  be  understood  as  meaning,  after  all,  that  some  laws, 
abstractly,  are  not  expedient  or  desirable  in  respect  to  the  traffic 
in  question ;  but,  I  repeat  it,  the  absence  of  all  law  on  the  subject 
of  temperance  would  be  better  than  the  present  posture  of  things. 
No  statutes  must  be  preferable  to  prohibitory  ordinances  which 
are,  practically,  null  and  void ;  existing  as  now  but  in  dead  letter, 
or,  at  best,  a  state  of  suspended  animation. 

I  have  spoken  of  one  of  the  fruitful  causes  of  growing  poverty 
amongst  us,  —  domestic  in  its  origin,  —  and  which  we  need  not 
look  far  to  recognize,  namely,  intemperance.  Another,  of  external 
source,  even  more  prolific  at  the  present  juncture,  is  that  brought  to 
bear  upon  us  through  the  medium  of  foreign  immigration.  The 
increase  by  this  channel,  already  startling,  is  constantly  enlarging 
in  a  prodigious  ratio.  The  year  1848  witnessed  the  living  cargoes 
of  twenty-five  thousand  alien  passengers  discharged  upon  our 
wharves.  Of  these,  seven-eighths  were  indigent  Irish ;  and  not  less 
than  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  body,  or  six  thousand  new-comers 
at  least  (it  is  probable),  continued  to  sojourn  with  us  through  the 
winter.  The  coming  season,  beyond  question,  will  exhibit  a  more 
formidable  list  of  arrivals,  with  the  certainty  of  an  entail  of  yet 
heavier  burdens  upon  our  oppressed  community.  It  is  truly  a 
fearful  consideration.  And  the  question.  How  to  deal  with  this 
population,  is  one  of  the  most  embarrassing  which  offers.  The 
Missionary  to  the  poor,  especially,  feels  its  perplexity.  He  cannot 
shut  from  sight  or  sympathy  the  distresses  of  the  crowds  —  albeit 
of  aliens,  yet  of  necessitous  fellow-beings — pleading  for  relief.  He 
cannot  say  that  he  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  them,  and  turn 
them  all  indiscriminately  over  to  the  city  overseers,  —  our  public 
guardians  of  the  poor.    For  myself,  though  remembering  my  mis- 
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mons  of  charity  to  be  mainly  designed  to  the  poor  of  our  own 
people,  and  endeavoring,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  restrict  them  so ; 
still  to  leave  unpitied,  and  at  all  times  unsuccored,  a  real  wretch- 
edness of  want  appealing  for  sympathy,  haply  in  the  form  of  any 
of  the  lowliest  of  these  swarming  exiles,  —  to  turn  from  it  and  pass 
away,  after  the  example  of  certain  ones  in  a  parable  familiar  to 
all,  —  to  wrap  myself  up  in  a  garb  of  selfishness,  and  ask,  ''  Am  I 
my  brother's  keeper  ?  "  —  thus  doing,  I  should  feel  that  no  bless- 
ing, but  a  frown,  must  fall  upon  my  steps  from  the  common  Parent 
of  all ;  and  the  remembrance  would  be  sure  to  plant  an  im welcome 
thorn  in  my  pillow,  when  my  day's  work  should  be  done. 

It  is  a  common  exclamation,  "  Don't  help  the  Irish :  let  them 
go  to  the  poor-house ! "  It  is  easily  said ;  but,  if  meant  of  appli- 
cation to  all,  it  is  the  language  of  sheer  mockery.  The  public  ear 
needs  to  be  set  right  on  this  matter.  The  alms-house  at  South 
Boston,  —  a  structure  faulty  in  its  plan,  —  like  every  fabric,  has 
its  limits.  During  the  last  winter,  this  institution,  in  all  its  de- 
partments, within  and  without,  has  been  crowded  to  its  utmost 
capacity.  Such  has  been  the  case,  very  nearly,  with  the  buildings 
at  Deer  Island ;  offering,  as  they  do,  still  narrower  and  more  defi- 
cient accommodations,  yet  forced  to  shelter  from  three  to  four 
hundred  poor,  of  all  ages  and  both  sexes,  through  the  late  incle- 
ment months. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  erections  at  Deer  Isle  are  all  of  the 
dieapest  sort,  —  a  collection  of  wooden  buildings,  little  better  than 
large  board  shantees,  whitewashed  without,  so  as  to  make  a  showy 
appearance  seen  from  the  water,  —  but  not  containing,  even  in  the 
hospital,  so  much  as  one  plastered  apartment ;  the  walls,  in  some 
places,  not  without  seams,  and  the  sides  (as  if  purposely  to  make 
the  buildings  untenantable  in  winter)  being  scored  with  as  many 
windows  as  the  port-holes  of  a  man-of-war.  The  principal  edifices 
stand  likewise  in  the  bleakest  and  most  exposed  situations.  Cer- 
tainly, two  of  Heaven's  blessings  —  namely,  light  and  air  —  must 
be  enjoyed  in  perfection  by  the  occupants  of  these  abodes ;  and, 
were  they  schooled  in  astronomy,  they  might  have  abundant  chances 
to  study  the  stars  by  night.  But  to  the  most,  it  is  presumed  (to 
the  untutored  mind  of  the  poor  Ceb,  as  well  as  the  '^  poor  Indian  "), 
the  lines  of  the  poet  may  apply,  —  that  their  thoughts 

"  Fair  Ssmmm  never  taught  to  stray, 
For  M  the  Solsr  Walk  or  Milky  Way ; '  * 
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s&d,  if  it  had,  tiie  bitter  cold  of  a  zero  night,  within  such  frail 
shelter,  peradventure  might  discourage  the  contemplations. 

This  institution,  I  should  add,  —  and  I  do  it  with  great  pleasure, 
from  personal  observation,  —  is  under  the  best  management  prac- 
ticable, in  view  of  its  defective  accommodations.  No  small  credit 
is  due  to  the  superintendent,  Dr.  Moriarty,  for  succeeding  so  well 
under  all  ike  disadvantages  of  the  place ;  as  likewise  for  the  regu- 
lations he  has  established,  the  good  order,  and  comparative  neat- 
ness and  cleanlinesa  maintained  in  his  little  colony  of  aliens  and 
outcasts ;  and,  in  general,  for  his  humane  endeavors  to  alleviate, 
so  far  as  possible,  the  discomforts  of  their  lot.* 

A  school,  I  should  remark,  is  provided  at  Deer  Island  for  chil- 
dren^ and  is  well  conducted  by  Mise  Dyer.  About  forty  pupils 
were  found  in  attendance.  There  is  as  yet  no  provision  for  reli- 
gious teaching  and  worship  on  the  sabbath ;  a  want  which  should 
be  early  suj^ed. 

In  view  of  the  &ctB,  was  it  creditable,  I  aric,  for  a  city  like  ours, 
so  boasted  for  its  liberality  and  forecast,  —  nay,  was  it  merciful, 
was  it  humane,  to  have  made  betimes  no  better  provision  for 
hundreds  of  its  poor,  consigned  to  a  bleak  island  during  the  incle- 
mencies of  winter,  and  doomed  to  remain  there,  for  no  crime  but 
their  poverty,  in  a  climate  like  ours,  ever  liable  to  the  dreadful 
severities  of  almost  polar  cold  ?  And  what  mockery  was  there  in 
the  words  so  often  and  flippantly  used :  —  *'  Let  our  paupext  all 
go  to  the  poor-house,  whether  at  Deer  Island  or  at  South  Boston ; 
yes,  let  them  go  and  be  cared  fbr  there,  nor  stay  to  pester  us  by 
their  beggary."  The  two  institutions  combined  could  scarcely 
lodge  a  fourth  part  of  tiie  hungry,  starving,  almost  houseless  poor, 
at  present  congregated  in  Boston.  To  meet  their  wants,  the  old 
system  of  city  out-door  relief  has  been  kept  in  urgent  requisi- 
tion. City  missionaries,  likewise,  and  private  almoners,  benevo- 
lent societies  and  individuals,  have  all  been  heandly  drawn  upon ; 
and,  though  impostiure  may  have  foimd  its  account  therein,  by 
plying  its  deceptions  sucoessfttlly  in  some  quarters,  a  vast  amount 
of  real  sutfnring  has  been  no  doubt  asonaged.     If  some,^  after  all. 


*  It  is  wonderful,  considering  the  proverbial  careiessnesa  and  ignorance 
of  the  Irish,  and  the  combustible  nature  of  the  materials,  that  the  btuld- 
ingB  of  the  Deer  Isle  establishment  were  not  boznt  to  the  ground  in  the 
coune  of  the  winter.   Thair  escape  proves  great  vigikBioe  in.  the  oversight. 
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bsre  pined  far  lack  of  bread,  none  (despite  of  idle  rumors  to  the 
contrary)  -*  none  have  quite  perished  by  famine. 

It  is  satbfactory  to  know,  that  suitable  and  enlargped  buildings, 
of  solid  matenab,  on  a  judicious  plan  and  adequate  scale  of  expen- 
diture, will  eie  long  be  reared  at  Deer  Island  for  the  occupancy 
both  of  destitute  emigrants  and  our  city  paupers  in  general.  The 
work  is  expected  to  be  commenced  forthwith,  and  the  structures  to 
be  in  sufficient  forwardness,  for  the  reception  of  a  part  at  least 
of  the  inmates,  before  the  storms  of  another  winter.  It  seems  to 
be  the  setded  policy  of  our  city  fathers  to  break  up  all  the  estab- 
lislunents  now  at  South  Boston,  and  to  remove  them  at  no  distant 
day  to  the  same  quarter.  It  may  be  desirable,  nevertheless  (and 
I  hope  the  expediency  will  be  duly  weighed),  to  retain  one  of  the 
edifices  in  its  old  locality,  —  for  example,  the  present  alms-house 
proper,  —  that  it  may  be  fitted  up  on  an  improved  model,  to  serve 
as  a  home  for  our  betterK^ass  native  poor.  There  is  something 
revolting  in  the  thought  of  herding  them  altogether,  natives  and 
foreigners,  under  the  self-same  roof,  at  such  secluded  outpost.  On 
a  similar  occasion  in  New  York,  a  few  years  since,  when  a  general 
transfer  of  paupers  and  criminals  was  resolved  on  to  Blackwell's 
Island,  it  was  concluded  to  retain  the  old  alms-house  at  Bellevue 
(in  the  city  proper),  though  changed  somewhat  from  its  former 
appropriation ;  being  now  converted  into  an  hospital. 


The  sufferings  of  large  bodies  of  our  poor,  their  confined  and 
crowded  state,  the  insufficiency  of  the  public  accommodations  in 
ihiax  behalf  the  difficulty  of  the  disposal  of  the  present  masses,  not 
only  in  respect  to  shelter,  but  the  means  of  employment  and  their 
transportation  elsewhere,  —  these,  with  the  threatened  influx  of 
still  accumulating  shoals  from  abroad,  induced  me  to  look  to  some 
other  cities,  even  more  burdened  than  ourselves  with  a  pauper 
population,  to  observe  the  comparative  condition  of  the  latter,  and 
the  provisional  or  prospective  measures  of  relief. 

For  this  purpose,  near  the  close  of  winter,  I  made  a  journey  to 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  duly  provided  with  letters  to  their 
chief  magistrates  ;  through  whose  attentions,  and  the  obliging 
offices  of  others,  I  was  furnished  with  facilities  for  inspecting  all 
their  public  charitable  institutions,  besides  the  most  important  ones 
snstained  by  private  benevolence.  My  visits  of  observation  em- 
braced the  great  establi^ments  on  Ward's,  RandalFs,  and  Black- 
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well's  Islands,  in  the  neighborhood  of  New  York ;  and  Blockley, 
Moyamensing,  and  the  other  suburban  institutions  of  Philadelphia. 
The  opportunity  was  availed  of  to  inspect  at  the  same  time  the 
various  penal  establishments  of  both  those  cities ;  and  their  prisons, 
penitentiaries,  and  houses  of  detention,  were  all  severally  examined. 

The  time  was  deemed  propitious  to  learn  best  the  real  state  of 
the  poor  in  those  great  communities,  by  seeing  them  at  home,  in 
their  winter  quarters ;  and,  with  respect  to  public  asylums,  hospi- 
tals, and  alms-houses,  it  was  not  forgotten  that,  by  visits  made  to 
them  at  such  season  though  with  some  additional  personal  incon- 
venience, they  would  be  viewed,  not  in  their  holiday  suit  (if  I  may 
so  call  it),  as  at  strangers'  calls  on  public  parade  days,  under  the 
smiles  and  sunshine  of  summer,  but  in  their  sober  working-dress ; 
in  short,  their  every-day  aspects  and  conditions,  amidst  the  hard 
rigors  of  winter. 

Some  results  of  my  observations,  on  these  and  other  subjects, 
I  proposed  to  incorporate  in  this  Report ;  but,  it  having  been  ex- 
tended to  too  great  a  length,  I  have  concluded  to  embody  them  on 
a  separate  paper,  which  may  hereafter  be  offered  to  your  con- 
sideration. 

From  this  Report  of  Dr.  Bigelow,  it  will  be  seen 
that  he  not  only  visits  among  the  poor,  but  that  sub- 
jects of  real  moment  to  the  welfare  of  our  city  are 
constantly  receiving  his  attention.  It  is  therefore  to 
be  hoped,  that  his  efforts  and  investigations  may  tend 
to  the  alleviation  of  suffering,  the  suppression  of  in- 
temperance, and  the  prevention  of  crime,  whilst  he 
goes  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel  to  the  poor. 


It  is  already  known  to  the  delegates  from  the  various 
Branches,  and  to  others  interested  in  the  Fraternity, 
that  a  gentleman  of  this  city,  moved  by  a  deep  sense 
of  the  importance  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  and  a 
desire  to  provide  a  permanent  filnd,  the  income  of 
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which  shall  diminish  a  portion  of  the  annual  expenses 
of  the  Ministry,  has  subscribed  five  hundred  dollars 
towards  such  a  fund,  on  condition  that  subscriptions 
to  the  amount  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
be  obtained  from  others  within  six  months.  Could 
this  five  thousand  dollars  be  obtained,  it  would,  added 
to  the  bequest  of  Miss  Charlotte  Oxnard,  received  a 
few  years  since,  give  the  Fraternity  a  permanent  fund 
of  ten  thousand  dollars.  It  is  not  desirable  that  the 
Fraternity  should  have  a  large  permanent  fund.  It  is 
well  that  by  far  the  larger  part  of  its  annual  expenses, 
which  are  about  five  thousand  dollars,  should  be  met 
by  the  annual  collections  in  our  churches,  and  thus 
the  institution  depend  for  its  support  upon  the  imme- 
diate interest  in  it,  and  upon  the  conviction  entertained 
by  each  generation,  as  it  comes  upon  the  stage,  of  its 
usefulness  and  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  city. 
Sut,  as  these  collections  in  our  churches  vary  in 
amount  from  year  to  year,  and  are  paid  in  at  such 
uncertain  and  irregular  times,  as  often  to  leave  the 
Executive  Committee  embarrassed  by  the  want  of 
funds  for  immediate  use,  it  is  very  much  to  be  desired, 
that  the  Fraternity  should  have  some  small  perma- 
nent fund,  the  income  of  which  may  help  to  diminish 
the  sum  that  must  be  raised  by  annual  subscriptions, 
and  be  available  at  definite  times  known  to  the  Com- 
mittee. The  President  and  Treasurer  of  the  Fraternity 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  obtain  subscriptions 
to  the  amount  proposed  to  be  raised,  and  have  made 
some  progress  in  the  work.  Your  Committee  enter- 
tain no  doubt,  that  the  interest  felt  in  the  Ministry  to 
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the  Poor,  and  the  confidence  in  its  usefulness  and 
importance,  are  such,  that  this  amount  wUl  he  easily 
procured. 

The  Committee  have  had  in  contemplation,  the  past 
year,  the  employment  of  a  Female  Missionary.  It  is 
well  known,  that,  within  a  few  years,  one  or  two  ladies 
have  been  thus  employed  under  the  patronage  of  one 
or  other  of  our  churches  or  benevolent  societies.  The 
Committee  are  satisfied,  that  there  are  many  families 
among  the  poor,  who  can  be  reached  only  by  a  female, 
and  among  whom  a  wise,  energetic,  judicious,  and 
religious  woman  might  do  much  good.  The  experi- 
ment has  been  tried  in  our  behalf^  during  the  last  six 
months,  by  one  admirably  qualified  fi>r  the  work.  She 
has  labored  thus  far  on  her  own  responsibility ;  and 
the  results,  which  are  most  encouraging,  have  been 
communicated  to  the  Committee,  who  cannot  but  hope 
that  the  state  of  the  finances,  the  coming  year,  will 
enable  them  to  engage  the  services  of  this  lady,  who 
is  eminently  fitted  to  discharge  the  duties  pertaining 
to  such  an  important  ofiice. 

The  Committee  feel,  that,. in  view  of  what  has  been 
laid  before  the  Fraternity,  there  is  reason  for  congrar 
tulation  in  the  good  that  has  been  done,  and  encour- 
agement to  further  and  more  zealous  efforts  on  the 
part  of  all  in  this  holy  cause. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


F.  T.  GRAY,  Secretary. 


BosUm,  April  12,  1849. 


APPENDIX. 


ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  BENEVOLENT  FRATERNITY 

OF  CHURCHES. 

The  Fifteenth  AiuiiVetsary  of  the  Fraternity  was  celebrated 
in  Federal-street  Church,  oti  Sunday  evenings  April  15. 
The  oecaiion  wai^  m^ked  by  a  deep  ititerest ;  and  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee  have  thought,  that  it  would  be  both  gratify- 
ing and  useful  to  have  some  permanent  record  of  it  published 
in  connection  with  the  Annual  Report. 

The  meeting  was  c^ned  with  prayer,  offered  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Watehston.  The  Secretary,  Rev.  F.  T.  Gray,  read 
the  Report  of  th^  Comtiiittee,  together  With  large  portions  of 
Reports  of  the  severkl  Ministers  at'  Large ;  at  the  conclusion 
of  which,  the  President,  Rev.  Mr.  Lothrop,  briefly  addressed 
the  audience  as  follows :  — 

Christian  Friends,  th&  doctimeilt  to  which  you  have  just  lis- 
tened, has  not  been  read  here,  that  this  assembly  may  take  any 
definite  action  upon  it.  It  hfts  already  been  presented  at  the 
bnsiness  meeting  of  the  Fratetiiity,  held  on  the  evening  of  Fast- 
day ;  and  at  that  meeting  it  was  accepted,  ahd  ordered  to  bd  printed. 
It  hkB  been  re^d  here,  simply  to  commiinicate  and  diffuse  the  in- 
formation it  contains ;  that,  thtough  this  infonhation,  the  thoughts 
it  may  suggest,  and  the  remarks  it  may  call  forth  from  others, 
we  may  all  be  quickened  to  a  deeper  interest  and  to  more  zesJ- 
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ons  labors  in  behalf  of  the  great  object  for  which  this  Fraternity  of 
Churches  was  organized,  —  the  moral  and  spiritual  elevation  of  the 
poor,  through  a  Ministry  at  Large  among  them,  —  a  ministry  from 
house  to  house,  and  a  ministry  of  stated  worship,  instruction,  and 
ordinances.  A  ministry  of  both  these  kinds  through  our  chapels 
in  Pitts-street  and  Suffolk-street,  and  the  labors  of  the  Rey.  Dr. 
Bigelow,  the  Fraternity  sustains;  and  sure  I  am  that  you  will 
agree  with  me,  when  I  repeat  what  the  Secretary  has  already  said, 
that  the  Reports  which  have  just  been  read  present  results  of  this 
Ministry,  cTidences  of  its  importance,  its  usefulness,  and  influence, 
that  ought  to  cheer  and  encourage  us  in  our  efforts  for  the  moral 
and  spiritual  improvement  of  the  city. 

So  great  are  the  changes  in  society,  so  fearful  the  increase  of 
crime  and  the  means  of  evil,  that  we  are  apt  to  be  discouraged, 
and  to  feel  that  all  is  lost ;  that  it  is  impossible  to  stay  the  tide  of 
adverse  influences,  and  preserve  for  the  city  the  high  morality 
which  has  been  hitherto  its  praise.  But  it  should  be  considered, 
that  we  take  the  statistics  of  crime,  not  of  virtue.  We  know  die 
evil  that  is  done.  We  do  not  know  the  evil  that  is  prevented, 
and  all  the  good  that  is  done.  Could  we,  however,  bring  together 
all  the  families  which,  during  the  past  year,  this  Ministry  at  Large 
has  reached,  —  every  father  rescued  from  intemperance,  every  mo- 
ther made  the  good  angel  of  her  household,  every  young  man  kept 
strong  and  pure,  every  yodng  woman  around  whom  it  had  built  a 
wall  of  defence,  every  child  taught  to  enter  the  paths  of  wisdom,  — 
could  we  behold  all  these  together,  we  should  not  be  discouraged, 
but  feel  that  the  gospel  is  still  the  power  of  Qod  and  the  wisdom 
of  God  unto  salvation ;  that  it  has  all  the  power  it  ever  had  to 
support  the  sinking,  tp  succor  from  peril,  to  strike  light  out  of 
darkness,  and  redemption  out  of  ruin.  Let  us,  then,  go  on  with 
new  zeal. 

Our  work  is  singularly  in  harmony  with  the  mission  of  Christ. 
Cradled  in  the  manger,  he  returns  to  elevate  those  among  whom 
he  was  bom  into  the  world.  Lifted  up  and  dying  on  the  cross,  he 
lives  again  to  help  those  on  whom  the  crosses  of  life  are  laid.  We 
have  able,  £sdthful,  zealous  men  engaged,  who  go  forth  daily  and 
hourly  in  apostolic  devotedness.  Let  us  see  that  they  are  sustained 
with  corresponding  zeal  and  faithfulness  on  our  own  part. 

But  the  interest  of  this  evening  depends  not  upon  me.  The 
Executive  Committee  have  invited  one  or  two  gentlemen  to  address 
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yon.    They  hope  to  hear  firom  tiiem,  and  from  others  who  may  be 
mored  to  speak. 

The  meeting  was  then  addressed  by  Hon.  Abbott  Law* 
BENCE,  who  said :  — • 

Mr.  President,  I  appear  here  this  eyening,  first  because  I  enter- 
tain strong  feelings  of  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Benevolent 
Fraternity  of  Churches,  and  secondly  at  your  bidding.  Though 
physically  disabled  by  influenza  from  speaking  as  I  should  be  glad 
to  speak,  I  cannot  omit  the  present  opportunity  to  express  my 
hearty  sympathy  in  this  great  Christian  cause. 

I  have  listened  with  deep  interest  to  the  extracts  read  from  the 
Reports.  Acquainted  with  the  Ministry  at  Large  from  its  com- 
mencement ;  remembering  the  time  when  that  truly  apostolic  man. 
Dr.  Tnckerman,  first  began  his  visits  to  the  poor,  having  a  per- 
sonal acquaintance  with  him,  and  having  watched  the  progress  of 
his  effort  until  it  had  grown  up  into  a  large  benevolent  movement, 
I  am  not  unaware  of  the  arduous  labor  that  has  been  performed  by 
these  city  missionaries.  I  can  bear  witness  to  the  great  benefits 
which  our  city  has  received  from  it,  and  not  ours  only,  but  other 
large  cities  in  our  own  and  foreign  lands,  which  have  imitated  the 
example  of  Boston,  where,  so  far  as  I  know,  was  commenced  the 
first  seamen's  chapel,  and  the  first  preaching  to  the  poor.  Nor  am 
I  insensible  to  the  great  benefits  which  I  myself  as  an  individual 
have  received,  and  which  every  other  man  has  received,  in  the  greater 
security  of  all  the  important  interests  of  society.  Sir,  we  have 
intimate  relations  and  sacred  duties  to  the  poor.  We  have  it  on 
authority  which  none  will  dispute,  —  "  The  poor  ye  have  with  you 
always."  They  are  with  us;  more  a  benefit  to  us  than  we  to 
them.  It  is  a  providential  arrangement,  designed  for  the  higher 
good  of  both  rich  and  poor ;  the  Almighty,  in  his  wisdom  and 
benevolence,  would  not  have  permitted  it,  but  for  some  good  pur- 
pose. The  poor  are  with  us ;  and,  if  we  acknowledge  the  Christian 
religion,  we  have  duties  to  perform  to  them.  A  large  portion  of  our 
poor  are  native  citizens,  virtuous  and  useftd ;  a  larger  portion  are 
foreigners  invited  here  by  the  principles  of  our  Government ;  and, 
when  here,  they  become  our  own  poor.  It  is  now  too  late  to  discuss 
the  wisdom  of  this  policy :  it  cannot  be  changed.  This  country  is 
deemed  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed,  and  the  home  of  the  needy; 


and  from  aU  pasta  pf  the  Old  World  the  poor  are  flocking  here,  to 
share  our  blesaings.  This  is  our  destiny,  and  it  cannot  be  changed. 
Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  President,  I  look  to  the  Ministry 
at  Large  .i^er  thi^  Fjratemity^  a^d  o^  other  city  missions  sus- 
tained by  the  different  denominations  among  i^,  a9  ttie  grand 
means  for  the  moral  and  religious  education  of  the  poor ;  —  a  means 
whose  inflvence  goes  not  to  level  down,  but  to  level  ifp  ;  and  that 
is  QVi^  first  duty,  and  should  be  our  high  aim.  We  are  bouj^d 
by  eyery  principle  of  humanity,  and  by  the  iqarit  of  the  gospel,  to 
impirove  i^  eyery  practicable  yraj  the  chaxa^cter  of  ibe  poor,  intel- 
lectual a^  i^orally ;  to  provide  ttie  ni^ans  pf  such  education  aa 
will  render  them  good  and  useful  citizens,  and  virtuous.  Christian 
npyen.  I;t  ifi  b^t  a  small  part  of  the  ol^ects  of  the  Ministry  at  Large 
tp  supply  tp  any  e^nt  th^  tempora}  wants  of  the  poor.  Thesa 
nxuat  not  l^  wholly  neglected  or  ever  overlooked  by  this  Ministry. 
The  ppor  often  need  fopd,  dpthing,  advice,  employment ;  and  sonve- 
4iing  muat  be  done,  in  individual  cases,  to  give  them  these,  before 
any  thing  higher  or  better  can  be  eiQfecte^-  3jut  tl^e  great  thing  ia 
to  caj;ry  i^  goi^l  to  the  poor,  with  all  its  means  of  spiritual  cul- 
tiu^^  tf>  i^jolcafbe  r^n  them,  through  Sunday-schools,  which  the 
Reports  just  i:ead  shoif  |^  be  a  most  importo^t  means  of  spiiitgyal 
instr^ctioj^  through  €]^tian  prdinanoef  adipinistered  at  the  cha- 
pels* and  pp^g^pnal  visitation  from  house  to  house  —  to  inculcate 
i^n  them,  and  cultivate  among  them,  through  these  mean9,  that 
high  and  pnxe  mo^jality  which  has  ijtfi  only  sure  foundation  in  relir 
gion,  in  the  gospel.  £vep  in  an  ecoi^pmical,  political  point  of 
vi^w,  ai^t  this  Ministry  at  Large  should  have  our  efficient  support 
^xd  coroperatj^on.  It  does  n^ore,  I  i^rehend,  to  prevent  crime,  to 
Sf^ie  property,  to  prejierve  the  peace,  good  order,  and  well-being 
of  society,  thai^  a|i  equal  amount  of  n^oney,  expende4  ^  any  other 
way,  /can  do ;  and  double  thjB  sum  now  contribntisd  to  sustain  it 
might  be  wisely  and  profitably  expended,  even  on  these  grounds. 
But  W|9  must  1^  movied  hy  higher  considerations,  —  by  the  claims 
of  tb|B  ppor  as  immortal  and  acoountabl/e  beings,  our  brethren  in 
Christ ;  apd  must  aim  at  their  moral  and  spiritual  elevation,  through 
the  power  of  the  gospel  of  Chzist  Si^r,  this  is  no  sectarian  work ; 
difierences  of  sect  do  not  and  should  nqt  mingle  with  it.  It  is  a 
work  of  Chris^an  love  and  duty.  Missionaries  of  various  denonu- 
nations  in  on^  city  are  en^loyed  in  it,  and  all  work  harmoniously 
tqgpt^r.    I  ]^oiq9at  th^.    Fpir  nvy^,  I  un  np^^tiiriaif.    I  cai^ 


hfun  none  ^ther  thaa  &diagB  of  respeet  9/9A  kindneM  towards  «U 
denoinmatjk)ng.  I  acknowledge  every  man  as  my  Okristiaii  broths 
who  aclmowledges  and  receiyes  the  Lozd  Jesua  Chriat  as  the  Sa<- 
vioar  of  the  wodd ;  and  I  feel  that  we  laymen  have,  eadi  individual 
anoiig  ns,  important  daties  to  peif<Mnn^  in  this  work  of  moral 
legenenitioay  which  our  Missionaries  are  spying  to  effect.  We 
must  not  be  silent  spectators,  and  leave  them  to  work  alone ;  we 
are  bound  to  sympa&vse  with  them,  to  enoourage  them  by  frequent 
social  intercourse  and  gen^PQua  contributions* 

Mr.  Prasidentp  I  iofil  the  uncertainty  of  life  and  (^portunity : 
no  man  feela  jlhis  more  t^uia  I  do.  I  am  here  to-night,  because  I 
feel  this,  and  would  say  to  ouf  friends,  that,  ia  providing  for  the 
religious  wants  of  this  community  aikd  our  whole  country,  there  is 
no  time  to  lose.  What  we  do  n^ust  he  done  quickly,  and  with 
efforts  adequate  to  the  demands  of  patriotism  and  i»ety.  We  are 
to  look  at  this  matter  broadly.  We  possess  a  great  and  goodly 
land;  we  have  a  country,  a  nation,  hitherto  si^^ially  jEstvored  of 
God,  such  as  never  did  before  and  probably  never  will  again  esist. 
Contrast  om:  strong  and  quiet  state,  and  sU  our  blessings,  with 
the  apprehension  and  agitation  of  foreign  nations.  Do  we  appre- 
ciate our  privileges  ?  I  fear  we  do  not.  For  one,  I  confess  to  the 
absorbing  power  of  worldly  mtwests.  We  sre  all  so  much  engrossed 
by  tiiem,  as  ofr^^  to  forget  the  Spuree  oi  our  blessings,  and  the 
responsibilities  they  impose.  I  feel,  -and  desire  to  acknowledge, 
that  we  live  in  a  land  governed  by  Christian  men  and  Christian 
influences.  We  owe  all  to  die  word  of  Qod,  — « the  Bible.  All 
the  Christianity  any  one  possesses  is  derived  from  that.  All  our 
social  enjoyments,  our  civil  and  religious  privileges,  our  common 
law,  and  the  common  law  of  our  fatherland|  —  all  are  derived  from 
^tud  same  great  fountain,  the  word  of  Godt  the  Bible.  To  pro* 
mote  the  circulation  of  the  Bible,  therefore,  —  to  diffuse,  not  only 
in  this  city,  but  all  over  the  land,  throughout  our  whole  country, 
the  religious  truths  and  influences  that  flow  from  it,  —  is  the  high 
duty  to  which  we  are  prompted  by  every  emotion  of  Christian  faith 
and  patriotic  feeling.  "  Ye  shall  be  witnesses  of  me,"  said  our 
Saviour  to  his  apostles,  "  in  Jerusalem."  The  first  missionaries 
of  Christianity  began  at  Jerusalem.  Boston  is  our  **  Jerusalem." 
We  must  begin  here*  We  must  take  care  of  our  own  £unily,  our 
own  household  first ;  then  of  our  city,  onr  neighborhood,  our  State. 
W<e  hf^e  in^ch  U)  ^  hei^.    ^rpm  i||f!  gsm^  influx  of  foreigners 
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and  the  rapid  increase  of  wealth  and  population,  not  only  the  man- 
ners and  habits,  but  the  whole  character,  of  the  people  of  this  city 
and  this  State,  may  be  changed,  and  changed  for  the  worse.  All 
the  missionaries,  all  the  bibles  and  tracts  in  the  world,  cannot 
prevent  it,  unless  we  the  people  do  our  part  to  prevent  it.  Every 
man's  example,  influence,  and  means  must  contribute  something  to 
this  end. 

But  we  must  not  stop  here.  Having  provided  for  our  own,  we 
must  do  something  for  others ;  and  what  a  field  for  missionary 
effort  and  enterprise  is  spread  out  before  us  in  our  own  country ! 
Our  western  states,  especially  Illinois,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Wiscon- 
sin, Iowa,  are  fast  filling  up  with  a  native  and  foreign  population. 
Three  hundred  thousand  emigrants  come  to  this  country  in  a  year, 
and  the  number  is  to  increase.  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  containing 
together  over  two  hundred  thousand  square  miles,  each  larger  than 
the  State  of  New  York,  were  regarded  a  few  years  ago  as  beyond 
the  limits  of  civilization,  or  the  possibility  of  being  peopled  by 
white  men  for  many  generations.  Now  they  contain  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  inhabitants ;  and  crowds  of  emigrants,  Norwegians, 
Swedes,  Germans,  Irish,  are  making  large  and  rapid  additions  to 
the  number.  Formerly,  religious  institutions  and  instruction  kept 
nearly  equal  pace  with  emigration,  with  the  progress  of  the  pioneer 
population  on  our  western  borders.  Now,  through  the  facilities 
of  inland  navigation  by  steam,  the  population  of  our  new  States  is 
fast  getting  far  in  advance  of  religious  instruction  and  influences. 
But  it  does  not  lose  its  desire  for  religious  privileges,  such  as  it  has 
left  behind ;  the  Bible  and  the  tract  are  welcomed,  and  ministers 
of  every  denomination  are  eagerly  listened  to ;  so  that  the  best,  and 
to  us  the  most  important,  missionary  field  on  the  face  of  the  globe 
is  these  United  States,  our  own  western  country.  Sir,  you  need 
not  go  to  France,  Germany,  Italy :  they  are  at  your  own  door. 
The  people  of  those  countries  are  here,  and  are  coming  here  by 
thousands.  There  are  now  in  California  some  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  thousand  persons  firom  New  England  and  New  York;  and, 
before  the  year  is  closed,  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  people 
will  be  gathered  there,  and  among  them  men  of  all  nations  and 
languages.  Why  go  to  Kamschatka  and  Japan,  when  Kamschatka 
and  Japan  can  be  found  in  California,  when  you  have  got  the 
people  of  those  countries  among  you  on  your  own  soil  ?  Sir,  I  have 
always  contributed  something  to  Foreign  Missions :  I  shall  con- 
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tintie  to  contribute  to  them.  I  regard  them  as  noble  ChriBtian 
enterprises ;  I  would  not  have  less  done  in  this  direction,  but  I 
would  have  more  done  for  Home  Missions.  As  an  American 
dtisen  and  a  Christian  man,  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  church  is 
contributing  in  a  disproportionate  measure  to  these  two  objects ; 
that  '*  distance  lends  enchantment  to  the  view ; "  and  that  money  is 
often  more  easily  raised,  the  farther  it  is  to  be  sent.  Here,  I  con- 
cave, Mr.  President,  here,  at  home,  in  our  own  country,  is  the 
first  and  most  important  missionary  work  we  haye  to  do.  The 
destinies  of  this  nation  are  in  our  hands.  Our  liberties  and  all  our 
cherished  institutions  can  be  maintained,  only  by  giving  to  the 
whole  people  intellectual  and  moral  cultivation  on  principles  drawn 
firom  the  word  of  Qod.  Without  this,  without  the  religion  and 
morals  of  the  Bible  pervading  the  hearts  of  the  people,  our  Govern- 
ment, our  Union,  becomes  a  rope  of  sand.  With  it,  with  the  Bible 
in  every  man's  hand,  and  its  spirit  in  every  man's  heart,  we  are 
secure,  and  send  forth  influences  to  control  the  world. 

Sir,  with  a  country  so  vast,  with  a  population  so  numerous, 
increasing  now  at  the  rate  of  eight  or  nine  hundred  thousand  a 
year,  with  every  variety  of  soil  and  climate,  and  every  facility  of 
wealth  and  power,  we  shall,  if  true  to  ourselves,  g^ve  laws  to  the 
world ;  and  with  laws  we  shall  give  religion,  —  the  religion  of  the 
Bible.  Let  this  nation  be  Christian,  when  it  reaches  the  height  of 
power  and  influence  opened  before  it,  and  Christianity  becomes 
the  religion  of  the  world.  Let  us  be  faithful,  then,  to  this  great 
work.  Let  us  begin  here,  "  at  Jerusalem,"  and  show  that  in  this 
dty  of  the  Puritans  we  have  some  just  sense  of  our  responsibilities. 
Let  every  man  take  up  this  work  as  a  personal  matter,  —  a  duty 
which  he  owes  to  Qod,  to  his  country,  and  to  the  world.  But  I 
must  bring  these  desultory  remarks  to  a  close. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  let  me  say  that  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  these 
Beports  are  to  be  printed :  I  hope  they  will  be  widely  circulated. 
Every  citizen,  every  Christian,  is  interested  in  the  objects  there  set 
forth.  They  are  objects  common  to  all  who  take  the  Bible  as  the 
foundation  of  their  faith.  For  myself,  I  stand  upon  this  ground. 
I  take  the  Bible,  the  whole  Bible,  as  the  light  of  the  world ;  and  I 
have  no  sympathy  with  those  who  underrate  it,  or  seek  to  destroy 
my  fiuth  in  it  as  the  word  of  God.  May  the  Ministry  which 
carries  its  consolations  and  hopes  and  all  its  good  influences  to  the 
poor  be  fveserved  and  guided  and  prospered ! 
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After'  Mt.  Lawrence  had  concluded  his  renl^irksr,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Sharp,  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Charles-street,  addressed 
the  audience  as  follows :  — 

Mr.  President,  when  I  received  an  invitation  to  attend  this  meet- 
ing from  a  gentleman  whom  I  sincerely  x^gatd,  he  was  pleased  to 
say,  "  Though  the  Ministry  at  Large  is  nnder  t!ie  management  of 
our  Unitarian  churches,  there  is  nothing  sectarian  in  its  character 
and  ohjects.    It  aims  to  hring  the  light  and  truth,  the  consolations 
and  peace,  the  regenerating  and  sanctifying  power  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ  into  the  ahodes  of  ignorance  and  poverty  and  suffering  and 
sin."     Sir,  these  are  worthy  aims.    They  are  such  as  he  who  made 
us  must  approve ;  these  are  ohjects,  such  as  every  Christian  man 
should  actively,  and  according  to  his  ahility,  sisek  to  promote. 
Permit  me  to  say,  that  I  cannot  withhold  my  sympathy  from  any 
ministry  for  the  poor,  which,  rising  above  sectarian  measures  and 
objects,  seeks  to  make  them  Christians  rather  than  the  partisans  of  a 
sect.    How  narrow  and  low  would  be  the  aim,  to  go  among  the 
poor,  the  ignorant,  and  the  vicious,  for  the  purpose  of  making  them 
Baptists  or  Methodists  or  Unitarians  or  Episcopalians,  instead  of 
endeavoring  to  make  the  hovels  of  vice,  homes  of  virtue ;  and  the 
al>odes  of  ignorance  and  irreligion  and  ill-mannen,  the  habitations 
of  knowledge  and  piety,  and  good  behaviour!    Were  the  object  of 
the  Ministry  at  Large  merely  to  build  up  a  sect,  or  to  increase  a 
religious  party,  you  would  not  find  me  here  to  speak  in  its  favor, 
or  to  advocate  its  claims.     But  where  the  objects  are  to  reclaim 
the  wicked,  to  provide  homes  for  the  homeless,  to  see  that  truant 
children  and  youth  go  to  school,  and  to  induce  the  poor  who  feel 
themselves  virtually  excluded  from  other  places,  to  go  Where 
worship  is  gratuitously  provided  for  them,  —  these  must  commend 
themselves  to  every  enlightened  lover  of  his  race,  and  especially 
to  every  one  who  believes  that  "  pure  religion  and  undefiled  befbre 
God  and  the  Father  is  this,  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in 
their  affliction,  and  to  keep  himself  imspotted  from  the  world." 
These  objects  commend  themselves  to  my  calmest  judgment,  and 
to  my  warmest  affections. 

And  here  I  should  do  injustice  to  my  own  recollections  and 
convictions,  were  I  not  to  say,  that  I  believe  your  first  Minister  at 
Large — who  has  for  years  been  at  rest  from  his  labors,  and  his 
works  do  follow  him  —  was  influenced  by  these  broad,  genetons, 
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liiimane,  and  imsectariaii  ainiB.     Day  by  day,  and  year  by  year,  in 
rammer  and  in  winter,  in  the  sunshine  and  the  storm,  his  time 
and  thoughts  and  heart  and  tears  and  counsels  and  encourage- 
ment and  money,  and  the  money  of  his  friends,  were  bestowed  in 
diminishing  the  rice  and  misery,  and  in  promoting  the  Tirtue  and 
comfort,  of  a  class  of  persons  too  apt  to  be  neglected  and  despised. 
I  myself  have  visited  with  him  some  of  these  broken-down  and 
forlorn  individuals.     I  have  seen  him  sit  by  their  side,  or  stand 
over  them,  and,  with  those  tones  of  winning  affection  for  which  he 
was  distinguished,  speak  to  them  in  words  of  expostulation  and 
wisdom  and  hope.     With  what  was  peculiar  in  some  of  his  theo- 
logical views,  I  was  not  acquainted ;  but  I  do  believe,  sir,  that  he 
had  a  heart  flowing  over  with  feelings  of  piety  and  humanity.     I 
visited  him  repeatedly,  at  his  own  request,  when  he  was  in  feeble 
health,  and  laid  aside  from  his  labors ;  and,  I  must  say,  I  never 
conversed  with  him  without  feeling  my  own  soul  refreshed  and 
comforted  by  his  expressions  of  love  to  the  Saviour,  of  reverence 
for  Qod,  of  confidence  in  his  promiaes,  and  bright  hopes  of  heaven, 
which  beamed  in  his  countenance,  and  came  from  his  lips.     He 
was,  in  fact,  an  enthusiast  in  the  best  sense  of  that  term. 

He  was  at  my  place  of  worship,  many  years  ago,  when  I  received 
seventeen  or  eighteen  persons  into  the  church.  I  had  addressed 
them  at  some  length  on  what  constitutes  a  complete  Christian 
character,  namely.  Faith,  Experience,  and  Practice.  I  saw  him 
standing  up,  and  manifesting  a  deep  interest  in  the  address.  He 
waited  at  the  close  to  speak  to  me.  Never  shall  I  forget  his 
manner  or  his  words.  The  tears  glistening  in  his  eyes,  and  his 
heart  almost  too  full  for  utterance,  he  said,  grasping  my  hand, 
''  Ah !  that  Faith,  Experience,  and  Practite ! " 

Mr.  President,  if  the  ministers  you  employ  are  like  Dr.  Tucker- 
man  in  fidelity,  in  affitbility,  in  charity ;  if  they  are  as  instant  in 
season  and  out  of  season,  rebuking,  exhorting,  and  teaching  with 
all  long-suffering  and  doctrine,  I  cannot  but  believe  they  will  be 
instruments  of  good. 

I  may  say,  perhaps  without  egotism,  that  there  is  no  depart- 
ment of  ministerial  service  of  whidi  I  think  more  highly  than  the 
Ministry  to  the  Poor.  The  sight  of  a  minister  thus  occupied 
awakens  in  my  own  mind  pleasant  and  spul-satisfying  tecQUectioxis. 
When  I  was  licensed  to  preach,  it  was  not  in  the  expeetation  o{ 
becoming  a  pastor,  bat  simply  of  giving  my  leisure  time  from  a 
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mercantile  agency  to  the  religious  instruction  and  moral  benefit  of 
the  poor.  There  were  many  poor  neighborhoods  in  the  outskirts 
of  the  commercial  emporium,  some  forty-three  years  ago,  as  there 
are  now,  and  some  poor  churches.  It  was  to  preach  to  these,  in 
one  place  on  a  Sabbath  morning,  at  another  station  in  the  after- 
noon or  evening,  or  both,  that  I  commenced  my  ministry,  neither 
expecting  nor  receiving  either  fee  or  reward,  except  the  reward  of  a 
consciousness  that  I  wished  to  do  good,  and  the  reward  sometimes 
of  hearing  and  hoping  that  I  had  done  good.  This  sphere  of  labor 
was  relinquished,  more  from  the  kind  compulsion  of  my  friends 
than  from  my  own  personal  preference.  —  But,  leaving  this,  allow 
me,  sir,  to  commend  the  Ministry  at  Large  to  the  generous  aid  of 
all  present. 

Sir,  I  would  say  to  all  who  hear  me,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord 
and  Master,  and  in  view  of  the  religious  wants  of  our  metropolis. 
Go  out  quickly  into  the  streets  and  lanes  of  the  city,  and  bring  in 
hither  the  poor,  and  the  maimed,  and  the  halt,  and  the  blind. 

Why  should  we  go  *^  into  the  streets  and  lanes  of  the  city  "  ? 
There  are  many  virtuous  poor  who  need  the  kind  attentions  of 
Christians,  and  more  favorable  accommodations  for  religious  worship 
on  the  Sabbath.  They  feel  doomed  by  their  humble  appearance 
to  obscurity.  Their  faded  and  worn-out  garments  seem  to  them- 
selves to  justify  their  absence  from  public  worship.  They  cannot 
bear  to  be  placed  in  so  strong  and  humiliating  a  contrast  with 
their  neighbors.  They,  therefore,  shun  Sabbath  observation  and 
comparison.  Perhaps  they  have  seen  better  days.  But  a  sad 
change  has  come  over  them.  They  are  strangers  and  poverty- 
stricken.  Their  souls  are  cast  down  and  disquieted  within  them. 
There  maybe  something 'censurable  in  these  feelings;  but,  instead 
of  censuring,  let  us  show  them  sympathy.  Let  some  one  speak 
to  them  words  of  kindness  and  encouragement.  Were  you  to 
provide  seats  for  them  in  some  house  of  worship,  and  show  them 
that  not  poverty,  but  bad  conduct,  is  a  bar  to  friendly  intercourse^ 
their  former  vivacity  might  be  restored,  and  the  world  would  seem 
to  smile  upon  them  again.  They  might,  under  these  harmonizing 
influences,  in  connection  with  the  ministry  of  Qod's  word,  become 
savingly  converted. 

Nor  should  the  vicious  poor  be  neglected.  Their  case  is  hope- 
less, unless  you  can  reach  it  by  convincing  them  of  the  evil  of  sin ; 
by  reasoning  with  them  on  righteousness,  temperance,  and  judg* 
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inent  to  come.  If  you  can  rouse  their  consciences  by  enlight- 
ened appeals,  and  alarm  their  fears  by  placing  before  them  their 
accountability,  and  then  proclaim  to  them  the  mercy  of  God  through 
Christ  Jesus,  you  may  save  them  from  their  sins ;  you  may  turn 
them  from  "  the  paths  of  disobedience  to  the  wisdom  of  the  just." 
When  speaking  of  the  Corinthians  as  "  drunkards,  extortioners," 
&c.  the  apostle  says,  ''  And  such  were  some  of  you ;  but  ye  are 
washed,  ye  are  sanctified,  ye  are  justified,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  Qod."  Much  may  be  done  by 
personal  visitation  at  their  houses,  but  more,  far  more,  by  inducing 
them  to  hear  God's  word,  with  and  in  the  presence  of  others. 
Man  has  a  social  nature,  and  he  not  only  needs  to  hear  and  receive 
God's  truth,  but  he  needs  the  power  of  a  congregated  social  in- 
fluence upon  him,  that  the  types  of  truth  may  leave  a  deeper, 
clearer,  and  more  durable  impression  on  his  mind. 

I  dare  not,  for  want  of  time,  trust  myself  to  expatiate  on  the 
happier,  altered  condition  of  the  vicious  poor,  could  you  persuade 
them  to  hear  and  receive  the  word.  The  drunkard  would  become 
sober,  the  impure  would  be  chaste,  the  swearer  would  reverence 
the  name  of  God,  he  that  stole  would  steal  no  more.  And  then 
what  a  change  in  the  family  would  take  place !  The  poor  wife 
would  not  dread  the  curses,  but  hope  to  hear  the  prayers,  of  her 
husband  on  his  return  home.  Instead  of  the  wild  passions,  and 
the  disorderly  conduct,  and  the  tattered  and  soiled  raiment  of 
former  days,  there  would  be  peace  and  conjugal  love  and  for- 
bearance ;  and  the  husband  and  wife  and  children  would  all  exhibit 
a  neatness  not  seen  before  for  many  a  year  —  perhaps  in  their  case 
never  seen  before. 

Believe  me,  the  cheapest  economy  for  the  peace  and  order  and 
prosperity  of  a  city  is  to  patronize,  in  connection  with  our  public 
schools  and  the  regular  ministry  of  the  word,  the  attempts  to  bring 
both  the  virtuous  and  the  vicious  poor,  by  all  wise  and  kind  at- 
tempts, under  the  ministry  of  the  word. 

1.  But  how  is  this  mission  to  be  fulfilled  ?  You  must  "  go  out " 
in  pursuit  of  these  imfortunate  and  sinful  ones.  You  must  not 
wait  for  them  to  apply  to  you.  You  must  go  to  them.  If  you 
would  save  the  poor  from  ignorance  and  vice,  and  promote  their 
spiritual  culture,  you  must,  personally  or  by  proxy,  take  them  by 
the  hand,  and,  with  entreating  voice,  persuade  them  to  seek  the 
blessings  of  salvation. 
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2.  And  when  is  tliis  mission  to  commence?  Now.  Go  oat 
quickly.  To-morrow — a  future  period — may  be  too  late;  they 
may  have  sunk  to  depths  where  you  cannot  find  them ;  they  may 
have  so  sinned  as  to  hide  themselves  from  you,  or  be  so  hardened 
as  to  set  you  at  defiance.  As  Christians,  by  prayer  and  reflection 
and  watchfulness  and  good  actions,  ascend  the  pa^  of  excellence ; 
so,  by  indulgence  in  evil  tempers  and  Ticious  practices,  sinners 
descend  into  sinks  of  iniquity,  which  render  their  condition  next  to 
hopeless.     Waste  no  time,  then.     *'  Qo  out  quickly." 

8.  Where  are  you  to  go  ?  *'  Into  the  lanes  and  streets  of  the 
city."  There  is  a  call  on  your  humility  and  self-denial  and  bene- 
volence. The  Saviour  did  not  say.  Go  to  the  palaces  of  the  great, 
and  to  the  mansions  of  the  rich.  But  he  said,  "  Go  into  the  lanes 
and  streets  of  the  city." 

4.  But  what  are  you  to  do  with  them  ?  '*  Bring  them  hither," 
says  the  Saviour,  to  the  house  of  worship.  Let  it  not  be  enough 
to  speak  to  them  words  of  truth  and  salvation  in  their  own  dwell- 
ings, but  place  them  where  there  are  others,  both  in  their  own  and 
in  better  circumstances.  It  may  be  expedient,  nay,  necessary,  to 
have  some  places  of  worship  for  the  poor ;  but  the  greatest  and 
most  beneficent  objects  of  the  ministry  and  worship  are  accom- 
plished in  the  rich  and  poor  meeting  together. 

When  I  revisited  my  native  land,  four  years  ago,  few  things 
pleased  me  more  than  to  witness  the  Christian  efforts  which  were 
in  operation  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  wants  and  elevating 
the  character  of  the  poor.  In  the  city  of  Manchester,  there  is  only 
provision  made  for  the  accommodation  of  100,000  worshippers,  in 
a  population  of  300,000.  But  I  was  glad  to  know  that  ChristianB 
of  all  denominations  were  at  work  in  attempting  to  supply  this 
deficiency.  Forty  lay  missionaries  were  employed,  who  collected 
small  assemblies,  read  sermons  to  them,  prayed  with  them,  and 
kept  evening  schools.  These  laymen  had  £60  sterling  a  year. 
Thirteen  gentlemen  supported  each  one  a  missionary,  at  about  300 
dollars  each. 

Now,  I  trust,  sir,  that  we,  inheriting,  as  we  do,  so  glorious  a 
cotmtry  here,  will  not  let  our  ancient  mother,  or  her  sons  and 
daughters  who  remain  at  home  in  the  "  Old  fast-anchored  Isle," 
exceed  us  in  efforts  to  ameliorate  the  condition  and  improve  the 
character  of  the  poor.     No !  we  will  not  allow  it. 

When  I  was  in  Edinburgh,  I  visited  a  high  mountain  called 
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"  Ar&ur's  Seat."  A  gentleman  informed  me,  that,  near  Salisbury 
Graigs,  there  was  a  place  from  which  might  be  produced  a  beautiful 
echo.  Arriyed  at  the  spot,  I  said,  *'  Boston,  a  beautiful  city ; " 
and  the  sound  came  back  to  my  delighted  ears,  *'  Boston,  a  beau- 
tiful city."  To  me  its  greatest  beauty  is  the  character  of  it» 
inhabitants,  the  untarnished  social  habits  of  its  leading  men,  the 
generosity  of  its  merchants,  the  intelligence,  good  morals,  self- 
respect,  and  self-restraint  of  the  great  multitude  of  all  conditions* 
Such  a  state  of  things  is  to  be  seen  nowhere  else  on  this  globe* 
But  there  are  causes  in  operation  tending  to  mar  and  spoil  this 
beauty.  We  shall  have  in  future  the  wrinkles  and  decrepitude  of 
a  ▼icious  old  age,  unless  we  use  freely  the  means  of  spiritual  health 
and  purity  and  strength  provided  freely  in  the  gospel.  Let  not 
Christians  of  any  name  be  satisfied,  until  all  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity, if  they  will,  of  hearing  the  gospel  where  their  preferences  lead» 
and  of  being  Sabbath  worshippers  somewhere.  Then  will  Boston 
ever  remain  "  a  beautiful  city." 

The  audience  were  next  addressed  by  J.  Ons  Whjjams^ 
Esq. :  — 

Mr.  President,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  a  friend,  any 
request  from  whom  I  should  find  it  difficult  to  refuse,  I  rise  to  cast 
my  mite  into  the  treasury  of  argument  already  well  nigh  filled  by 
the  contributions  of  those  infinitely  my  superiors  in  wisdom,  elo- 
quence, and  experience. 

I  propose  to  commence  with  the  lowest  ground  the  subject  offers 
—  to  say  something  of  the  coat  of  crime  —  not  in  tears  and  broken 
hearts,  not  in  blighted  hopes  and  ruined  reputations ;  for  who- 
shall  reckon  these  ?  —  but,  sir,  the  cost  which  you  and  I,  and  every 
man  who  hears  me,  has  to  pay ;  the  taxable  and  taxed  sin  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  I  propose  to  show,  sir,  that  as  a  mere  matter  of 
worldly  wisdom,  of  dollars  and  cents,  it  is  wise  policy  for  every 
man  who  has  any  thing  to  lose,  aye,  sir,  and  for  him  who  has  every 
thing  to  gain  honestly,  to  sustain  at  any  and  every  sacrifice  the 
Ministry  at  Large  and  the  City  Missions. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  some  estimates  taken  from  the  annual  appro- 
priation bills  for  the  last  four  years.  They  are  very  brief,  but 
they  seem  to  me  to  contain  volumes.  It  appears  from  them,  that,. 
in  the  year  1846-7,  the  appropriation  for  the  night-watch,  police- 
department,  House  of  Correction^  and  Houses  of  Industry  and  Re- 
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formation,  amounted  to  $97,000 ;  while  the  whole  expense  of  the 
public  schools,  including  the  building  of  school-houses,  and  the 
purchase  of  the  land  on  which  they  are  placed,  was  (197,000.  So 
that  in  that  year  the  crimes  of  his  fellow-citizens  cost  every  tax- 
payer in  the  city  more  than  one-third  as  much  as  the  privilege  of 
sending  his  children  to  those  seminaries  that  are  the  pride,  at  the 
same  time  that  they  are  one  of  the  greatest  safeguards,  of  our 
country.  The  whole  city  tax  for  the  year  was  (848,500.  Thus 
nearly  one-eighth  of  our  expenditure  was  directly  called  for  to 
protect  us  from  crime. 

In  1847-8  the  appropriation  for  the  night-watch,  &>c,  was 
$129,000;  the  amount  of  property  stolen  and  never  recovered 
was  $37,000 ;  making  the  cost  of  crime  $166,000.  llie  whole 
city  expenses  were  $1,010,800,  and  the  whole  amount  appro- 
priated to  public  instruction  was  $257,000 ;  making  the  cost  of 
crime  more  than  one-third  that  of  public  instruction,  and  nearly 
one-seventh  the  whole  expenses  of  the  city. 

In  1848-9  the  appropriation  for  the  night-watch,  &c.  was 
$146,000,  and  the  amount  of  property  stolen  was  over  $16,000; 
making  the  cost  of  crime  over  $152,000.  The  whole  city  expenses 
were  $1,121,655,  and  the  expense  of  public  instruction  $273,000 ; 
making  the  cost  of  crime  much  more  than  one-half  the  cost  of 
public  instruction,  and  more  than  one-seventh  the  whole  expenses 
of  the  city. 

The  appropriation  for  the  night-watch,  &c.  for  the  present  year 
is  $1 78,000 ;  and,  by  the  Police  Report  for  the  three  months  ending 
March  Slst,  over  $4,000  worth  of  property  has  been  stolen ;  making 
$182,000  the  cost  of  crime.  The  appropriation  for  public  instruc- 
tion is  $374,000,  and  the  whole  city  appropriation  is  $1,168,800; 
making  the  cost  of  crime  about  one-half  that  of  public  education, 
and  nearly  one-sixth  the  whole  expenses  of  the  city. 

Taking  the  average  for  the  four  years,  we  find  that  the  costs  of 
crime  have  been  more  than  one-half  the  costs  of  public  instruction, 
and  more  than  one-eighth  the  whole  expenses  of  the  city. 

This  is  not  fancy-work,  sir.  The  figures  are  before  us,  and 
figures  cannot  lie.  It  is  no  calculation  of  profit  and  loss  in 
imaginary  quantities.  It  is  a  plain  matter  of  dollars  and  cents, 
which  every  man  of  us  feels  when  he  puts  his  hand  into  his  pocket 
to  pay  his  annual  tax-bill.  Indeed,  sir,  I  have  under-estimated 
the  cost ;  for  I  have  said  nothing  of  the  expenses  of  the  county  jail, 
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of  the  criminal  courts,  of  the  fees  of  jurors,  judges,  and  witnesses, 
or  of  the  loss  occasioned  to  the  Commonwealth  by  the  unproduc- 
tiTeness  of  this  class  of  citizens ;  and  these,  if  added,  would  more 
than  double  the  amount.  The  plain  fact  now  before  us  is,  that, 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  we,  who  boast  our  Puritan  descent,  have 
paid  within  the  last  four  years  more  than  half  a  million  of  dol' 
lars,  —  more  than  half  the  annual  interest  on  the  water  debt, — 
of  which  you  and  I,  and  every  tax-payer  in  the  city,  have  paid  our 
part,  as  the  current  cost  of  sin ;  sin,  not  our  own,  except  so  far  as 
we  have  endorsed  and  adopted  it,  by  our  indifference  to  the  means 
of  preventing  and  diminishing  it.  Have  we,  by  this  enormous 
expenditure,  purchased  an  immunity  for  the  future  ?  Has  crime 
become  less  frequent  or  less  aggravated  in  consequence  of  this 
heavy  penalty  ?     I  fear  not,  sir,  I  fear  not. 

I  have  here  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  re-organization 
of  the  courts  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  the  Police  Reports  from 
Jan.  1,  1846,  to  Jan.  1,  1849.  After  stating  the  number  of  cases 
in  the  Municipal  Court  for  the  last  eight  years,  that  Committee 
proceeds:  — 

*'  This  shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  in  eight  years  of 
a  little  less  than  two  hundred  per  cent,  whilst  the  increase  in  the 
population,  during  the  same  period,  has  been  but  little  more  than 
Jtfty  per  cent.  These  remarkable  and  alarming  results  are  exceeded 
by  a  Report  from  the  Police  Court,  which  exhibits  a  still  greater 
increase  of  cases  within  the  last  few  years. 

*'  The  increase  from  1823  to  1843  was  398,  and  the  increase  from 
1843  to  1848  was  2,069 ;  showing  an  increase  of  less  than  seventeen 
per  cent  during  the  first  twenty  years,  while  the  population  had 
increased  one  hundred  per  cent ;  and  an  increase  of  seventy-Jive  per 
cent  daring  the  last  five  years,  while  the  population  had  not  in- 
creased more  than  thirty  per  cent. 

'^  The  return  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Police  Court  shows,  that, 
since  1843,  complaints  for  capital  offences  have  increased  266 
per  cent;  for  attempts  to  kill,  1,700  per  cent;  for  burglary,  250  per 
cent ;  for  breaking  and  entering  dwelling-houses  by  day,  or  other 
buildings  by  day  or  night,  230  per  cent ;  assaults  on  officers,  400 
per  cent ;  other  aggravated  assaults,  465  per  cent.  These  aggra- 
vated assaults  are  assaults  committed  with  knives,  dirks,  pistols, 
slung  shot,  razors,  pokers,  hot  irons,  dubs,  iron  weights,  flat  irons, 
bricks,  stones,  to." 
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''  The  County  Attorney  for  Suffolk  remarked,  in  a  recent  trial,—* 
*  The  year  which  has  just  closed  has  been  an  annus  mirabilisy  a 
remarkable  year,  dishonorably  distinguished  for  the  great  increase 
of  capital  trials.  Crimes  of  violence  occurred  in  rapid  succession ; 
dangerous  and  deadly  weapons  were  resorted  to  on  trivial  occa- 
sions, and  used,  sometimes  with  recklessness,  often  with  malignant 
atrocity,  and  frequently  with  fatal  effect.  It  has  indeed  become  a 
common  saying,  that  there  seems  to  be  at  the  present  day  no  effi- 
cient check  to  such  alarining  evils.' 

''  The  Ghrand  Jury  complain  of  the  increase  of  crime  beyond  that 
of  population,  and  that  a  large  number  of  indictments  are  found 
against  minors,  both  male  and  female. 

''  Young  boys  are  frequently  taken  with  six  or  four-barrel  revol- 
vers in  their  pockets. 

'*  The  above  changes  in  the  manners  and  habits  of  certain  classes 
in  the  city  have  taken  place,  to  a  great  extent,  within  two  years ; 
€md  the  evil  has  increased  greatly  within  six  months.'* 

The  whole  number  of  arrests  made  in  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31, 1847,  was  something  over  two  thousand,  of  which  over  two 
hundred  were  minors ;  and  the  whole  number  of  arrests  made  in 
the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1848,  was  3,444,  of  which  number  413 
were  minors. 

From  these  statements  it  appears,  that,  enormously  as  the 
experues  of  crime  have  increased,  crime  itself  has  increased  in  a 
still  more  alarming  ratio.  The  number  of  offences  has  about  dou- 
bled in  two  years,  while  in  four  years  we  have  not  quite  doubled 
the  expenses  of  our  preventive  measures.  If  we  rely  upon  the 
strong  arm  of  the  law  alone,  it  may  well  be  asked,  Where  b  all 
thb  to  end  ?  Shall  we  attempt  to  increase  our  police  establishment 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  crime  ?  The  taxation  necessary  to 
effect  it  would  be  enormous,  and  the  burthen  would  be  more  and 
more  oppressive  yearly.  The  law  would  but  lop  off  the  branches 
here  and  there,  leaving  the  root  of  this  gigantic  upas  unmolested 
to  send  forth  new  shoots  of  death  and  misery. 

But  the  most  alarming  feature  in  this  picture  is  the  great  in- 
crease of  juvenile  depravity :  neaxly  one-eighth  of  the  offenders  are 
minors.  I  have  seen  them,  sir,  gathered  at  the  bar  of  justice,  — 
mere  boys  and  girls,  on  whose  young  faces  sin  had  but  commenced 
the  work  of  disfigurement.  The  image  of  God  was  tarnished,,  but 
by  no  means  as  yet  effaced.     To  save  these  and.  such  as  these,  all 
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tile  legal  meaeuTee  in  the  world  would  be  unavailing ;  and^  except 
hy  faring  these  and  such  as  these,  we  can  no  more  escape  the  on- 
ward progress  of  the  torrent  of  vice  that  now  threatens  to  over- 
whelm us,  than  the  men  of  old  could  escape  the  Deluge,  by  taking 
refuge  on  the  mountain-top.     And  it  is  to  save  these  and  such  aa 
these,  and  to  prevent  others  from  joining  their  ranks  of  misery  and 
degradation,  that  the  Ministers  at  Large  devote  a  great  proportion 
of  their  labors.     We  have  heard  to-night,  sir,  something  of  the 
exertions  of  these  faithful  laborers;   and  I  must  confess  that  it 
seems  to  me,  that  they  have  done  more  to  promote  the  safety  of 
person  and  property,  have  done  the  Commonwealth  better  servioei 
than  all  the  police-officers  in  the  pay  <^  the  city.     Do  not  let  me 
be  misunderstood,  as  endeavoring  to  rob  our  police-officers  of  Uieir 
due  meed  of  praise.     They  have  duties  to  perform,  and  they  per- 
form them  nobly.     I  doubt  whether  any  city  in  the  world  can 
boast  of  officers  superior  to  ours.     But  they  cannot  perform  mira- 
cles ;  and  nothing  short  of  a  miracle  would  enable  them,  in  the 
strict  line  of  their  duty,  to  effect  the  reformation  of  those  whom 
they  are  called  upon  to  take  in  custody.     Reformation,  sir,  must 
eome  firom  within^  outwards.    It  must  commenee  with  the  iovl^ 
while  their  functions  extend  only  to  the  bodies  of  men. 

Sir,  I  regard  that  band  of  LucUUors  —  wrestlers  with  themselves 
and  with  their  evil  appetites  —  referred  to  in  the  Report  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Winkley,  as  presenting  a  spectacle  of  moral  sublimity  unsur- 
passed in  the  history  of  the  world.  At  the  same  time,  it  shows  a 
result  that  all  the  police  force  of  the  world  could  not  effect.  And* 
sir,  it  seems  to  me,  if  the  Ministry  at  Large  had  done  nothing  else 
except  to  effect  those  reformations,  that,  as  a  mere  matter  of  pecu- 
niary consideration,  every  dollar  that  has  been  spent  upon  it  would 
have  been  well  spent.  Listead  of  twelve  degraded,  ruined  drunk- 
ards, ripe  for  crime,  firebrands  of  destruction  to  themselves  and  all 
around  them,  the  Commonwealth  has  now  twelve  sober,  useful, 
ene^etic  citizens;  missionaries  too,  sir,  extending  the  benefits  they 
have  received,  and  exhorting  and  encouraging  others  to  join  their 
noble  band.  How  many  of  those  for  whose  apprehension,  trial, 
and  support  in  prison,  w^  have  had  to  pay  within  the  last  four 
jeaxs,  would  be  contributors  to,  instead  of  pensioners  upon,  tb^ 
pablie  tceaaury,  if  they  lu^  received  the  word  of  ^^^n  9a4  W* 
eovxMgmmt  }n  4w  «tMPn?  4^  why  4id  they  not  fpod^  it? 
Siaplj  because  los  have  been  remiss  in  providing  tbe  meane  of 
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giving  it  to  them ;  simply  because  we,  in  penny-wise  policy,  have 
preferred  to  pay  in  taxation  tenfold  what  it  would  have  cost  to 
obtain  it  for  them.  Why,  sir,  the  interest  on  the  annual  cost  of 
crime  would  furnish  more  than  double  the  amount  we  now  expend 
upon  the  Ministry  at  Large.  Does  any  one  doubt,  can  any  one 
doubt,  after  hearing  the  Reports  that  have  been  read  to-night,  that 
every  dollar  paid  towards  this  object  has  a  direct  tendency  to 
diminish  this  source  of  taxation  ?  It  almost  admits  of  mathemati- 
cal demonstration.  No  man,  if  asked  at  the  threshold  of  life 
whether  he  would  be  respectable  or  degraded,  would  choose  the 
latter.  It  is  temptation,  —  the  temptation  of  poverty,  —  the  temp- 
tation of  evil  example,  —  the  absence  of  warning,  of  Christian 
sympathy  and  encouragement,  that  fills  our  jails  and  penitentiaries 
with  these  victims  of  vice  and  misery.  The  God-fearing  youth 
does  not  grow  up  into  the  God-hating  man.  The  boy  who  listens 
to  the  words  of  kindness  and  Christian  teaching,  given  in  the  true 
spirit  of  Christian  philanthropy,  is  not  in  manhood  metamorphosed 
into  an  enemy  to  society  and  to  himself.  How  much  of  the  crimi-* 
nal  expenses  of  the  city  for  the  next  ten  years  will  be  caused  by 
those  children,  of  whose  exercises  in  the  Sunday-school,  and  around 
the  Christmas  tree,  we  have  heard  to-night  ?  Not  so  much,  sir,  as 
you  or  I,  or  any  man  who  hears  me,  has  paid  towards  those  ex- 
penses during  the  last  year.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  none  of 
them  can  fall,  —  for  they  are  human  ;  but  I  do  say,  that,  where 
one  of  them  yields  to  temptation,  ninety-nine  will  be  saved  by  the 
very  means  to  promote  which  we  are  assembled  here  to-night. 

During  the  discussion  of  the  introduction  of  Cochituate  water 
into  the  city,  I  know  men  of  property  and  standing  who  spent  time 
and  money  in  opposition  to  that  project,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  increase  taxation  to  a  burthensome  extent.  It  is  not  for 
me  to  say,  that  they  did  well  or  ill  in  this ;  but  I  do  say,  that,  if 
they  would  but  spend  half  that  time  and  one  tithe  of  that  money  in 
resisting  the  stream  of  crime  that  is  pouring  in  upon  us,  they  would 
save  in  a  few  years,  in  dollars  and  cents,  more  than  enough  ta 
counterbalance  that  increase. 

I  know  other  men,  sir,  who  spent  time  and  money  in  forward- 
ing that  enterprise,  on  the  ground  of  the  increased  comfort  and 
health  of  the  city,  and  the  greater  security  of  property  from  loss 
by  fire.  Would  these  men  spend  one  hundredth  part  that  time 
and  that  money  in  introducing  the  streams  of  living  water  by  which 
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alone  their  fellow-men  can  be  effectually  purified,  they  would  find 
the  health,  comfort,  and  safety  of  the  city  increased  an  hundred- 
fold. A  spirit  of  far-seeing  enterprise  has  ever  been  a  prominent 
characteristic  of  New-England  men.  Will  they,  can  they  without 
wilful  blindness,  neglect  the  obvious  advantages  they  must  reap 
from  this  exercise  of  that  spirit  ? 

But,  sir,  enough  of  this.  Enough  of  mere  pecuniary  interests, 
although  I  feel  that  I  am  far,  very  far,  from  having  exhausted  that 
topic.  But  there  are  one  or  two  other  motives,  to  which  I  wish 
briefly  to  allude,  that  should  urge  us  onward  in  our  work. 

We  are  accustomed  to  speak  with  pride  of  this  our  noble  city ; 
to  boast  ourselves  superior  to  our  neighbors  in  good  morals,  love 
of  order,  and  all  those  qualities  that  seem  to  us  respectable  in  the 
character  of  our  citizens.  And  to  some  extent,  sir,  this  is  well. 
But  let  us  take  heed,  that  we  prove  ourselves  what  we  claim  to  be ; 
that  we  do  not  think  ourselves  something  when  we  are  nothing. 
We  have  been  accustomed  to  say,  that,  on  public  occasions,  our 
police  were  almost  an  unnecessary  show,  a  part  of  the  exhibition 
added  to  keep  up  appearances ;  that  a  woman  or  a  child  could  go 
from  one  extreme  of  our  city  to  the  other  at  midnight  in  safety. 
This  may  have  been  so  once,  sir ;  but  do  our  police  returns  bear 
out  the  statement  that  it  is  so  now  ?  How,  then,  shall  we  make 
our  boasting  good  ?  Only  by  guarding  those  who  are  coming  for- 
ward in  the  poorer  classes  from  the  evil  that  is  in  the  world ;  only 
by  inspiring  them  with  love  of  virtue,  temperance,  and  good  or- 
der. Is  this  to  be  done  by  increasing  our  police  ?  No,  sir.  Send 
in  among  them  those  who  will  teach  them  to  arrest  themselves  in 
the  freest  indulgence  in  riot  and  licentiousness ;  aid  and  encourage 
those  teachers ;  and  just  in  proportion  as  we  do  this,  will  be  the 
justice  of  our  boast. 

Again,  sir,  we  pride  ourselves  upon  our  patriotism.  We  boast 
of  the  destiny  of  our  glorious  republic.  We  claim  a  proud  exemp- 
tion from  the  vices  and  dangers  which  have  toppled  down  many 
an  ancient  throne,  and  enabled  a  tyrant  to  subjugate  many  a  time- 
honored  republic.  Let  us  remember,  that,  under  the  appearance  of 
robust  health,  too  often  lurk  the  seeds  of  fatal  disease ;  that  on 
the  virtue  of  the  people,  and  on  that  alone,  must  rest  the  stability 
and  permanence  of  our  government.  Let  us  read  the  pagea  of 
history,  and  learn  there  that  no  nation  was  ever  permanently  great, 
except,  and  so  far  as,  it  was  a  religious  nation ;  —  religious,  not  in 
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outward  fonnd  and  ceremonies,  but  in  the  living  faith  and  zeal  of 
its  masses.  The  Jews  were  g^eat,  so  long  as  the  heart  of  the 
nation  was  instinct  with  faith  and  trust  in  God ;  but,  when  cold 
ceremonial  and  the  external  observance  of  the  law  usurped  its 
place,  they  fell.  The  same  phenomenon  may  be  observed  in  many 
a  nation  of  antiquity.  And  in  modem  times,  sir,  I  believe  that  we, 
and  our  mighty  mother  England,  owe  more  of  the  rank  we  hold 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  the  prevailing  sentiment  of  piety, 
respect  for  the  sabbath,  and  general  morality,  than  to  any  and 
every  other  cause  put  together.  These  make  us  feel  that  home  is 
worth  an  effort  to  protect ;  these  give  us  something  to  live  for,  aye, 
sir,  and,  if  need  be,  something  to  die  for.  These  give  a  lofty  and 
noble  enthusiasm  to  our  people ;  these  give  an  energy  and  faith 
that  make  them  what  they  are.  But,  sir,  how  is  this  sacred  flame 
to  be  kept  burning  in  the  bosoms  of  the  poor,  if  we,  who  have  the 
means  to  sustain  those  who  would  watch  and  feed  it,  seek  to  mo- 
nopolize its  light  and  heat  ? 

One  word  more,  sir,  and  I  have  done.  We  all  owe  something 
to  civilization.  We  who  are  here  to-night  owe  much  to  it.  It 
has  made  us  what  we  are.  It  has  given  us  most  of  what  we  enjoy. 
At  the  same  time,  sir,  it  has  to  a  great  extent  made  the  poor  what 
they  are.  By  it  one  man  combines  the  labor  of  his  fellow,  in  the 
looms  of  Lowell,  with  the  material  furnished  by  the  labor  of  the 
Southern  slave;  and  he  enters  into  the  reward  of  their  labors. 
Ood  has  made  it  so,  and  it  is  well.  But  Qod  has  also  imposed 
responsibilities,  as  the  consequence  of  this  civilization ;  and  the 
question,  *'  Am  I  my  brother's  keeper  ?  "  will  not  shield  us  from 
these  responsibilities.  For  every  luxury  and  comfort  which  we 
enjoy  beyond  the  red  man  of  the  prairies,  a  debt  is  incurred  to  him 
by  whose  labor  that  luxury  and  that  comfort  is  provided.  We 
pay  money  for  the  luxury,  and  that  is  an  equivalent  for  the  labor ; 
but  we  owe  also  an  equivalent  for  the  moral  and  social  position  in 
which  civilization  places  the  laborer.  We  buy  the  service  of  his 
body,  and  pay  him  for  it ;  but  who  shall  estimate  the  debt  which 
we  incur,  if  we  thereby  place  his  soul  in  jeopardy  ? 

But,  sir,  I  pause  in  awe  as  I  approach  this  theme.  I  have 
reached  the  boundary  of  the  outer  court  of  the  temple :  more  hal- 
lowed feet  must  pass  that  boundary,  and  tread  the  pavement  of 
the  inner  court,  to  which  this  theme  belongs.  To  them  I  leave  it. 
But,  ere  I  resume  my  seat,  let  me  urge  all  who  hear  me,  by  their 
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iroridly  wifldom,  by  tkeir  pride  in  the  Puritan  dty,  by  tbeir  pa- 
triotism, by  their  sense  of  justice  and  of  duty,  by  their  lore  of 
order,  by  every  thing  they  have  in  this  world  or  hope  in  another, 
so  to  forward  this  great  enterprise,  that  they  may  hereafter  hear 
^e  welcome  words,  '*  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.'* 

The  meeting  was  next  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wink- 
i^T,  one  of  the  Ministers  at  Large,  who  said :  — 

Mr.  President,  the  hour  is  so  late  that  I  feel  that  I  must  be 
brief.  My  heart  is  so  full,  I  hardly  know  what  in  this  short  time 
to  say.  You  alluded,  sir,  in  your  opening  remarks,  to  the  discour- 
agement arising  from  the  greatness  of  the  number  of  those  needing 
reformation ;  but  had  Qod  made  us  creators,  —  imparted  to  us  the 
power  to  bring  into  existence  worlds  of  matter,  and  bid  them  roll 
through  infinite  space,  —  we  should  hardly  complain  of  the  abund- 
ance of  material  furnished.  We  cannot  create  worlds.  But,  when 
we  remember  that  every  soul  saved  is  to  God  more  than  a  world ; 
to  angels  more  beautiful  than  many  worlds ;  to  itself  a  world  of 
joy,  to  roll  on  increasing  in  value  to  God,  beauty  to  angels,  and 
joy  to  itself  for  ever,  we  cannot  lament  the  abundance  of  the  ma- 
terial for  such  creations  all  around  us. 

The  honorable  gentleman  who  followed  you  remarked  that  we 
must  level  up.  In  heaven,  sir,  classes  will  be  changed.  Many  of 
the  poor  here  will  be  the  aristocracy  there ;  and  the  rich  here,  in 
this  world's  goods,  will  serve  those  there  '*  rich  in  faith."  It  well 
becomes  the  rich,  then,  to  be  diligent,  not  only  in  laying  up  for 
themselves  treasures,  but  with  '*  the  mammon "  to  qualify  and 
make  friends  of  those  who  are  to  be  their  associates  or  leaders 
there.  It  does  me  good  to  hear  my  fathers  in  the  ministry  abjur- 
ing the  sectarian  spirit,  as  the  reverend  gentleman  has  done  at 
this  time.  In  my  work,  we  know  no  sect.  Of  the  thirteen,  on 
the  last  Sabbath,  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Spirit,  one  was  the  daughter  of  a  pious  Catholic ;  another,  a 
warm-hearted  Methodist ;  and  in  the  church  are  those  of  almost 
every  shade  of  theological  faith.  We  would  have  it  in  the  family 
here  as  it  will  be  there ;  differing  in  head  it  may  be,  but  one  in 
heart  and  spirit :  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism. 

The  gentleman  who  preceded  me  referred  to  the  economy  of  the 
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Ministry  at  Large.  A  year  since,  we  could  hardly  raise  a  sum 
worth  collecting ;  within  a  month,  we  have  collected  one  quarter 
of  a  subscription  of  over  two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  during 
the  year  towards  our  own  expenses.  And  more  than  one  man, 
then  liable  to  be  of  much  trouble  to  the  police  and  expense  to  the 
city,  is  now  reforming,  in  a  far  better  way  than  by  prisons,  those 
who  eventually  become  inmates  thereof.  Gbvemments  woidd  save 
much,  if  they  spent  more  for  moral  and  less  for  punitary  schools. 
I  was  asked  to  relate  incidents :  it  is  too  late,  and  perhaps  unneces- 
sary. One  thought,  however,  I  must  express.  When  I  think  of 
entering  the  spirit-world,  and  feel  how  unworthy  I  am  to  meet  the 
Father's  eye,  I  desire  to  reach  one  hand  to  my  Saviour,  and  with 
the  other  seize  many  souls  saved  from  vice  by  my  little  endeavors 
in  this  Ministry,  and  behind  these  find  myself  there.  May  we  all 
do  this  I  Then,  when  we  pass  hence,  the  portal-gates  of  the  blessed 
abode  will  fly  open,  if  not  for  our  sakes,  yet  for  the  sake  of  these ; 
and  thus  shall  we  and  they  be  permitted  to  swell  the  chorus  of 
heaven. 

It  is  matter  of  regret,  that  the  lateness  of  the  hour  deprived 
us  of  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  one  or  two  other  gentle- 
men, who  had  it  in  their  hearts  to  speak.  At  the  conclusion 
of  Mr.  Winkley's  remarks,  the  audience  united  in  singing 
the  Doxology,  and  separated,  it  is  believed,  with  a  deeper 
feeling  of  interest  and  obligation  in  regard  to  the  great  ob- 
jects of  the  Fraternity. 
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The  late  Rev.  Joseph  Tuckerman,  D.D.  commenced  visit- 
ing among  the  poor  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  year  1826. 
His  object  was  to  impart  counsel,  advice.  Christian  sympathy, 
encouragement,  and  consolation ;  in  short,  to  bring  the  light 
and  power  of  the  gospel  to  their  hearts  and  their  homes.  In 
1828,  a  small  chapel  in  Friend-street  was  opened  for  public 
worship;  a  Sunday-school  established;  and  all  the  instru- 
mentalities of  the  gospel  put  in  operation.  At  first,  this 
Million  was  supported  by  such  contributions  as  were  sent  to 
Dr.  Tuckerman.  In  1827,  it  was  taken  in  charge  by  the 
American  Unitarian  Association ;  and  regular  Reports  were 
made  to  that  body  of  its  condition  and  progress.  In  1834, 
the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches  was  organized,  con- 
sisting of  five  delegates  from  each  of  the  nine  following 
churches :  —  The  Second  Church,  the  New  North,  Brattle- 
street,  King's  Chapel,  Federal-street,  New  South,  Hollis- 
street.  Purchase-street,  South  Congregational.  In  1839,  an 
Act  of  Incorporation  was  obtained.  Any  church  in  the  city, 
on  application,  can  be  received  into  the  Fraternity,  by  a  vote 
of  two  thirds  of  the  members ;  and  any  church  can  withdraw 
from  it  at  pleasure.  Several  churches  have  always  contribu- 
ted largely  towards  its  objects,  without  becoming  members 
of  its  organization. 
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REPORT. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Frater- 
nity of  Churches  present  this  their  Sixteenth  Annual 
Eeport  of  the  state  of  its  affairs. 

The  number  of  chapels  and  of  Ministers  at  Large 
remains  the  same  as  during  the  last  year ;  and  their 
usefulness  is,  to  say  the  least,  as  great  as  at  any  pre- 
vious time.  The  most  cursory  view  of  the  condition 
of  things  in  this  city  shows  how  much  a  Ministry  at 
Large  is  needed.  If  it  was  wanted  when  this  Frater- 
nity was  established,  the  want  is  tenfold  greater  now. 
Large  cities  offer  such  facilities  to  vice  and  crime,  and 
such  attractions  to  the  vicious  and  criminal,  that  their 
mass  tends  to  increase  with  frightful  rapidity.  And 
every  day  adds  to  the  multitudes  of  foreign  paupers 
among  us ;  many  of  whom  have  been  regularly  trained 
to  beg  and  steal.  To  discriminate  between  the  deserv- 
ing poor  and  the  skilful  impostor  has  become  very 
difficult ;  and  men  like  our  Ministers  at  Large,  who 
come  continually  into  contact  with  both  classes,  do 
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much  to  prevent  the  stream  of  charity  from  flowing 
to  the  undeserving.  They  direct  the  attention  of  the 
charitable  to  those  who  suffer  in  secret,  struggling 
with  want,  which  a  virtuous  pride  wiU  not  permit 
them  to  obtrude  on  public  notice. 

The  Ministers  at  Large  also  attract  to  their  chapels 
those  who  are  too  indifferent  to  religion  to  attend 
upon  public  worship  without  persuasion,  and  who 
have  urgent  need  of  religious  teaching,  to  save  them 
from  ruin,  and  society  from  danger.  They  attract  also 
those  who  are  imable  to  find  seats  in  our  common 
places  of  worship,  or  unwilling  to  mingle  with  the 
wealthier  worshippers  who  attend  there.  And  they 
do  much  to  train  the  children  of  these  classes  in 
habits  of  piety  and  virtue,  by  means  of  Sunday  schools 
and  private  instruction. 

Their  experience  fits  them  to  suggest  to  the  public 
authorities  measures  for  the  relief  of  want  and  the 
prevention  of  crime ;  and  their  services  in  this  way 
are  becoming  more  and  more  needed,  in  consequence 
of  the  change  which  is  taking  place  in  the  character 
of  our  population.  Hitherto  our  laws  and  institu- 
tions have  been  framed  for  an  intelligent  people.  For 
instance,  it  has  always  been  taken  for  granted,  until 
lately,  that,  after  schools  had  been  established  by  law, 
parents  would  send  their  children  to  them.  But 
there  are  now  among  us  a  large  number  of  persons  so 
heedless  of  this  privilege  that  it  has  become  necessary 
to  compel  them  by  law  to  send  their  children  to  the 
public  schools,  that  these  may  be  saved  from  growing 
up  ignorant,  vagrant,  dissolute,  and  criminal.     No 
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argument  is  required  to  show  the  need  of  bringing 
moral  and  religious  instruction  home  to  such  people, 
for  their  need  of  it  is  evident ;  and  it  is  equally  evi- 
dent that  they  will  not  seek  it  of  their  own  accord. 

Our  poor-houses  and  criminal  courts  also  bear 
witness  to  the  great  want  of  such  institutions  as  the 
Ministry  at  Large.  The  city  alms-houses  are  over- 
flowing; and  another  is  about  to  be  erected,  with 
sufficient  accommodations  to  receive  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  a  large  country  town.  The  statistics  of  crime 
show  an  alarming  increase  in  the  number  of  atrocious 
offences  and  of  juvenile  offenders.  This  state  of 
danger  to  property  and  life  indicates  the  great  want 
of  moral  and  religious  teaching  in  great  numbers 
among  us.  And  our  common  schools  and  regular 
places  of  worship  are  insufficient  to  meet  this  want. 
A  more  direct  appeal  than  they  can  make  must  be 
made  to  the  better  nature  of  the  poor  and  uneducated. 
The  Ministry  at  Large  is  intended  to  make  this  ap- 
peal, and  does  make  it  with  much  effect. 

This  will  be  apparent  from  the  Keports  of  the 
Ministers.  They  are  three :  the  Eev.  Mr.  Cruft,  who 
has  charge  of  the  chapel  in  Suffolk-street ;  Rev.  Mr. 
Winkley,  who  has  charge  of  the  chapel  in  Pitts- 
street  ;  and  Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow,  who  visits  from  house 
to  house.  The  Committee  have  also  employed  a 
female  missionary  since  the  first  of  July  last,  —  Mrs. 
Amelia  Bigelow,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow.  Her 
services  have  been  very  valuable.  Her  salary  has 
been  at  the  rate  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per 
annum. 
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Mr.  Craft's  Eeport  states  that  the  attendance  at  the 
chapel  in  Suffolk-street  has  very  sensibly  increased 
during  the  last  year,  and  in  the  afternoon  ranges  firom 
two  to  three  hundred.  About  two  hundred  persons 
have  usually  been  members  of  the  Sunday  school. 
Various  associations  are  connected  with  the  school 
and  chapel  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  or  imparting 
instruction,  or  working  for  the  reKef  of  the  poor. 
These  have  been  actively  employed.  Mr.  Graft's  visits 
during  the  year  amount  to  about  twenty-five  hundred. 
Not  less  than  a  thousand  applications  for  relief  have 
been  received  at  the  Office  in  School-street  We  will 
now  let  Mr.  Craft's  Report  speak  for  itself.  It  is  as 
follows :  — 

MR.  CRUFT'S  REPORT. 

It  is  now  little  more  than  four  years  since  I  entered  upon  the  work 
of  the  Ministry  in  this  southerly  section  of  the  city.  It  has  been  a 
period  of  large  and  various  experience.  Clouds,  thick  and  dark, 
have  hung  down  upon  the  way.  So  much  has  there  been  to  con- 
tend with  and  contend  against,  that  at  times  I  have  almost  felt 
that  I  must  leave  the  work.  But  the  cloud  has  always  had  its 
silver  fringe,  even  when  the  darkest ;  and  now  that  the  sun  has 
begun  so  signally  to  shine  through,  it  is  a  call  to  especial  gratitude 
to  the  Divine  Goodness  that  has  blessed  the  work  of  my  hands, 
and  to  renewed  efforts  to  carry  out  the  designs  of  this  truly  Chris- 
tian Ministry. 

Never  in  any  previous  year  has  it  been  my  privilege  to  attempt, 
or  my  joy  to  accomplish,  so  much  as  in  that  just  closed  The 
field  of  this  Ministry  has  had  a  wider  range,  every  day  presenting 
new  aspects  for  more  extended  observation  and  action.  The  fact 
of  its  being  such  a  Ministry  as  it  is,  broad,  deep,  all-penetrating, 
all-embracing,  is  proof  sufficient  of  the  assertion.  Eminently  true 
it  is  here,  if  nowhere  else,  that  the  more  one  does  the  more  his 


MR.   CRUFT's  report. 


hands  find  to  do.     You  ask  for  the  record  of  these  doings  daring 
the  past  year.    I  begin  with 

THE   CHAFEI.. 

This  is  an  important  auxiliary  to  the  Ministry.  It  scatters 
blessed  influences  among  the  poor.  It  is  a  hallowed  spot,  clustered 
around  with  most  grateful  associations ;  a  place  free,  where  they 
can  hold  pleasant  communion  with  each  other,  and  worship  their 
common  Maker  apart  from  the  jargon  of  sect  or  creed.  The  poor 
love  to  speak  of  the  chapel.  They  look  forward  with  eager  desire 
to  the  sabbath  dawn  that  is  to  bring  them  there.  Many,  I  know, 
practise  great  economy,  and  make  many  sacrifices,  to  be  present.  It 
is  dear  to  them  as  the  home  of  their  hopes,  the  school  of  their 
faith.  In  the  day  when  the  Lord  shall  make  up  his  jewels,  it  will 
be  said,  I  devoutly  trust,  that  this  and  that  man  was  born  there. 
Many  of  the  most  cheering  experiences  I  meet  with  are  in  my  con- 
yerse  with  those  who  can  point  to  the  word  spoken  in  the  sanc- 
tuary, and  sent  home  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  their  hearts,  that  has 
been  the  great  turning  point  in  their  lives,  given  an  entire  new 
coloring  to  all  their  future  aims  and  hopes,  lifted  them  above  the 
atmosphere  of  listless  and  dead  worshippers  into  the  serener  one, 
where  the  living  followers  of  Christ  are,  and  the  true  children  of 
God  dwell,  who  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  I  know  not 
what  I  could  do  without  this  weekly  sabbath  gathering,  so  refresh- 
ing is  the  change  from  the  abodes  of  wretchedness,  and  scenes  of 
woe,  and  tales  of  dire  distress,  that  make  up  the  chequered  experi- 
ence of  each  passing  day.  Some  are  always  to  be  found  present 
from  those  very  abodes,  clothed  and  in  their  right  minds.  We 
make  broad  the  platform  of  chapel  worship,  broad  as  the  great 
Creator,  who  is  no  '^  respecter  of  persons,"  intended  it  should  be 
made.  We  never  would  sufier  the  only  designation  of  the  chapel 
to  be  that  of  a  chapel  for  the  poor.  God  forbid  !  It  would  be  no 
Christian  chapel  then.  It  would  not,  it  ought  not,  accomplish  its 
legitimate  and  designed  work.  The  poor  meet  there  with  those 
of  a  more  elevated  social  position,  and  become  thus  elevated  and 
refined  themselves.  A  Christian  level  it  is  we  aim  at.  I  am  free 
and  glad  to  say  we  have  some  such  ''better-off"  families.  I 
would  sometimes  there  were  more  such.  We  cannot  do  without 
tfaem.    The  chapel  never  has  prospered,  and  never  will,  save  by  the 
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kind  co-operation  of  such,  in  the  several  departments  of  its  Minis- 
try. But  the  number  of  such  families  is  very  small,  bearing  no 
kind  of  proportion  to  the  aggregate  character  of  our  worshippers, 
much  smaller  than  in  previous  years. 

They  always  will  be  welcome,  whencesoever  they  may  come, 
provided  the  poor  are  not  excluded,  whose  prior  rights  and  claims 
to  the  services  of  this  Ministry  shall  ever  be  most  sacredly  main- 
tained. 

The  number  of  worshippers  at  the  chapel  has  very  sensibly 
increased  during  the  past  year.  It  is  the  remark  of  all,  that  it 
never  has  appeared  so  full  as  within  the  past  six  months.  Our 
attendance  is  very  fluctuating,  like  the  character  of  the  poor  popu- 
lation  itself.  The  afternoon  congregation  is  usually  much  the 
largest,  ranging  from  two  to  three  hundred.  There  has  been  an 
increasing  interest  shown  of  late  in  the  observance  of  the  sabbath 
and  the  ordinances  of  religion.  Several  have  made  a  profession 
during  the  year.  Parents  have  come  forward  in  larger  numbers 
to  dedicate  their  little  ones  to  God  in  the  solemn  ordinance  of 
baptism. 

We  have  suffered  much  inconvenience  from  the  want  of  vestry- 
room.  Three  primary  schools  by  necessity  occupy  the  entire  lower 
story  of  our  building,  infringing  much  upon  our  Sunday-school 
accommodations,  preventing  the  holding  of  evening  meetings,  and 
forbidding  the  employment  of  important  means  of  carrying  yet 
farther  on  the  work  of  the  Ministry,  —  as  sewing  schools  and  espe- 
cially evening  schools^  that  we  hope  ere  long  to  see  in  successful 
operation  among  us.  The  erection  of  a  new  primary  school  build- 
ing will  give  us,  we  trust,  an  early  riddance. 

THE   SUNDAY   SCHOOL, 

Under  its  faithful  and  experienced  head,  according  to  the  Annual 
Report  of  its  Secretary,  has  been  in  a  very  flourishing  condition 
during  the  past  year, — never  more  so  since  its  first  opening.  It  has 
numbered  over  two  hundred  members.  Both  teachers  and  pupils, 
and  parents  also,  are  deeply  interested.  The  school  has  suffered 
much,  and  must  always  continue  to  do  so,  from  a  constant  change 
of  teachers  by  removal  and  otherwise.  We  are  for  ever  needing 
new  ones  to  supply  the  place  of  old  ones.  Yet,  amid  all  its  vicis- 
situdes and  trials,  there  has  ever  stood  by  the  school  a  noble. 


f'- 


MR.   CBUFt's  RSPOBT. 


fiiiihfal  band,  —  the  Httle  leayen  to  keep  leavened  tlie  whole 
lump,  —  whom  I  found  there  at  the  beginning,  who  have  never 
suffered  its  interests  to  flag,  and  whom  may  God  bless,  and  long 
spare  to  labor  at  their  posts  for  the  increased  good  of  the  rising 
generation !  Such  labor  has  not  been  in  vain.  The  Sunday 
school  I  deem  an  instrumentality  indispensable  to  my  work.  It 
Tsdiates  marked  influences  for  good  through  whole  neighborhoods. 
Many  are  living  all  the  brighter  ornaments  there  from  having  been 
nnder  its  fostering  care  ;  and  many  have  gone  to  more  distant 
abodes,  carrying  impressions  thence  that  will  never  fail  them  for 
good.  The  visit  of  the  teacher,  the  humble  library  book,  the 
word  **  fitly  spoken  "  in  the  consecrated  hour  of  instruction,  has 
carried  light  into  many  a  darkened  dwelling,  hope  to  many  a  des- 
ponding heart,  and  peace  and  happy  thrift,  where  before  was  but 
contention,  improvidence,  and  sloth.  In  some  abodes  that  I  have 
Tinted,  the  language  of  prophecy  has  been  made  to  find  a  new 
realization,  and  the  lion  and  the  lamb  been  made  to  lie  down 
together,  with  a  little  child  to  lead  them.  Yes,  the  little  sabbath-* 
school  child  it  is,  that,  in  more  cases  than  one,  has  proved  himself 
the  father  of  the  immortal  man.  He  has  taken  the  parent,  the 
elder  brother  or  sister  by  the  hand,  and  they  have  gone  with 
him  to  the  house  of  God  in  company.  Their  icy  hearts  have  been 
melted.  They  have  ceased  to  be  sabbath-breakers,  and  become  the 
most  regular  and  serious  worshippers  we  have.  Such  I  know  to 
be  facts;  and  speak  they  not  volumes  in  favor  of  the  Sunday 
sdiool  ?  The  experience  of  each  day  develops  the  importance  of 
thus  laying  the  chief  stress  of  moral  influence  upon  the  young. 
Train  these  up  in  the  right  way,  even  if  we  have  to  let  the  elders 
go ;  make  moraUy  sure  of  the  rising  generation ;  and  we  need  not 
fear  that  patriotism,  philanthropy,  and  piety  will  ever  receive  any 
detriment  in  the  days  that  are  to  come.  The  social  gatherings 
of  our  Sunday  school  have  been  pleasant  and  profitable.  The 
ezcnrsion  into  the  woods  and  to  the  seashore,  the  last  summer, 
brought  together  in  large  numbers  parents  and  children,  kins- 
folk and  neighbors  of  the  different  denominations,  to  the  number 
of  four  hundred  and  more,  who  were  made  happy  in  the  new 
mutual  interest  excited  in  each  other,  the  better  affections  and 
sympathies  that  were  kindled  afresh,  and  the  spontaneous,  rever- 
ential, childlike  faith  that  must  have  been  awakened  towards  Him 
friio  is  the  Father  of  ns  all,  who  marks  his  footprints  on  the  deep, 
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and  sets  the  signet  of  his  smile  on  every  loving  and  trusting 
heart.  Again,  upon  our  Christmas  festival  were  young  and  old, 
teacher  and  pupil,  parent  and  child,  hrought  together  in  like  joyful 
interchange  of  sympathy  and  affection.  It  was  a  delightful 
&mily  gathering  that  our  chapel-home  witnessed  on  that  pleasant 
evening.  The  cold  without  made  the,  heart  all  the  more  warm 
within.  Beautiful  it  was  to  see  the  merry  faces  of  those  hundred 
little  ones,  many  of  them  gathered  from  comfortless  homes,  receiv- 
ing each  some  humble  present  at  their  pastor's  hand,  partaking 
of  their  modest  cheer,  and  joining  so  joyously  together  with  fathers 
and  mothers,  and  brothers  and  sisters,  in  the  festivities  of  song 
and  game.  The  impressions  of  that  glad  occasion  will  not  soon 
pass  away,  nor  its  joy  be  at  all  lessened  by  the  remembrance  of  the 
"  many  baskets  full "  of  substantial  food  afterwards  taken  up  and 
distributed  among  the  less  favored  homes  of  the  neighborhood,  in  ' 
the  pinching  time  of  winter.  Such  social  re-unions,  when  not  too 
frequent,  and  when  conducted  in  reason  and  moderation,  do  a  good 
service,  I  am  convinced,  in  levelling  all  foolish  barriers  of  caste  ^^ 

and  sect,  diffusing  a  kindlier  feeling  through  all  classes,  and  de- 
veloping a  healthier  social  and  religious  sentiment. 

TEACHERS*    MEETIKGS. 8SWIKO  KEETIKOS. 

Our  Teaehen^  Meetings  continue  to  be  held  as  before,  once  a 
fortnight,  at  the  residences  of  the  different  teachers.  These  are 
eminently  social  in  character.  The  pastor  presides.  Prayers  are 
offered ;  and  some  subject,  announced  at  the  previous  meeting,  is 
then  freely  and  fully  conversed  upon,  some  teacher  opening  the 
conversation,  and  giving  it  a  practical  and  profitable  turn.  Such, 
at  least,  has  been  our  course  during  the  past  winter ;  and  it  has 
answered  well  for  a  change,  the  difficulty  of  exciting  and  sustain*  { 

ing  a  living  interest  in  teachers'  meetings  having  by  this  time 
passed  into  a  proverb.  We  have  had  a  sewing  school  for  girls  as 
before,  also  a  sewing  circle  for  young  misses,  suspended  at  present 
for  want  of  suitable  accommodations,  but  to  be  renewed  again,  I 
trust,  upon  regaining  possession  of  our  vestry.  The  Ladies* 
Sewing  Circle,  that  has  borne  also  the  designating  title  of  the 
*'  Neighborhood  Relief  Society,"  in  the  making  and  distributing 
of  garments  among  the  poor,  has  been  doing  an  excellent  work. 
The  meetings  are  held  from  house  to  house  every  two  weeks,  and 
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oftener  as  circumstanceB  demand,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of 
making  new  garments,  but  making  over  old  ones,  and  doing  the 
needlework  of  indigent  families  who  may  not  have  the  means,  the 
ability,  or  the  time  to  do  it  themselves.  Parents  are  greatly 
aided  thus  in  the  clothing  of  their  little  ones  for  the  day  school  and 
the  Sunday  school.  Neve/  have  I  seen  such  interest  manifested 
as  in  these  meetings ;  never  have  I  seen  them  so  fully  attended 
as  during  the  past  winter.  A  new  life  has  been  infused  into  them 
that  promises  well  for  the  doing  and  the  receiving  of  yet  greater 
good.  All  thanks  to  the  ladies  for  their  generous  co-operation 
with  their  pastor  in  this  as  in  the  other  departments  of  his  multi- 
tndinoos  toil. 

CONFEBSNCE   If  ESTIK08.  — -  CHXTSCH   MEBTINaS. 

Our  '* Neighborhood  Conference  Meetings"  have  been  valuable 
aids  in  developing  the  religious  life  and  character.  These  have 
been  held  each  Wednesday  evening  without  intermission,  and  with 
increasing  interest,  from  house  to  house  through  the  different  neigh- 
borhoods. My  plan  is  to  appoint  beforehand  the  meeting  in  some 
locality  where  the  largest  good  can  be  done,  and  ask  to  have  the 
neighbors  all  called  in  to  have  the  gospel  claims  presented,  seeking 
especially  for  places  where  the  glad  tidings  may  not  often  reach. 
We  have  sometimes  had  from  forty  to  fifty  persons  present  in  one 
room.  The  different  denominations  are  represented  at  these  meet- 
ings, all  coming  as  learners  in  Christ's  school,  acknowledging  no 
master  but  Christ.  These  meetings  are  protracted  sometimes, 
where  there  seems  to  be,  as  frequently  there  has  been  of  late,  some 
more  especial  interest  in  the  subject  of  religion.  I  have  often 
more  applications  to  hold  such  meetings  than  I  can  immediately 
answer.  They  do  a  greater  good,  experience  convinces  me,  than 
yestry  meetings  which  we  formerly  held,  being  of  a  more  familiar, 
social,  and  personal  nature.  A  power  there  is  in  the  friendly 
circle,  and  its  harmonizing  voices  of  praise  and  prayer,  that  cannot 
elsewhere  so  well  be  found.  The  good  results  of  such  meetings 
are  already  visible  in  the  more  peaceful  neighborhood,  the  better 
ordered  household,  an  increased  attendance  upon  the  sanctuary 
and  the  table  of  the  Lord.  Many,  before  utterly  indifferent  to  the 
concerns  of  their  soul,  have  been  awakened  to  a  oew  life,  their  cha- 
racters have  undergone  a  wholesome  change,  and  new  and  clearer 
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▼lews  kave  been  obtained  of  ibeir  duties  and  destiny.  Such 
tokens  of  a  religious  interest  are  quite  encouraging.  Tbey  indicate 
an  interior  growth,  keeping  pace  with  the  outward,  which,  though 
not  80  attractive  in  the  world's  eyes,  is  of  greater  value  in  the  sight 
of  Qod,  and  is  the  truer  exponent  of  the  condition  and  prospects 
of  this  Ministry. 

Besides  these,  we  have  had  our  Preparatory  meetings  of  the 
church,  on  Friday  evening,  at  the  pastor's  house.  These  are 
what  their  name  would  indicate.  They  would  unite  its  members 
in  closer  bonds  of  fellowship  with  one  another,  and  more  especially 
with  their  great  Head,  even  as  branches  in  the  vine.  Facts  of 
particular  interest  in  the  Saviour's  life  are  there  brought  up  in 
regular  succession,  freely  discoursed  upon,  and  personally  applied 
by  the  word  of  exhortation  and  prayer.  Others  than  church  mem- 
bers are  also  sometimes  invited  who  may  feel  interested  in  religion, 
and  in  the  subject  of  making  a  profession. 

VISITS.  .^r^ 

I  come  now  to  speak  of  my  visits,  and  yet  difficult  is  it  to  tell 
concerning  them,  so  numerous,  so  various,  so  peculiar,  are  they, 
and  oftentimes  so  necessarily  private,  that  they  cannot  and  ought 
not  be  breathed  to  the  world.  I  have  made  about  twenty-five 
hundred  during  the  year.  This  may  seem  a  large  number  to  some, 
and  a  small  one  to  others,  who  may  look  at  it  from  the  missionary's 
stand-point ;  but  I  have  learned,  by  each  year's  added  experience, 
to  be  much  more  regardful  of  quality  than  quantity,  —  never  to 
make  a  visit  from  mere  idle,  morbid  curiosity,  for  any  selfish  secu- 
lar purpose  only,  but  with  some  sublimer  aim  in  view,  —  to  sow  the 
seed  of  God's  truth,  to  see  that  it  is  kept  watered,  and  that  the 
fowls  of  the  air  do  not  come  and  devour  it.     These  visits,  it  might  ( 

be  superfluous  to  add,  are  chiefly  among  the  poor.  We  have  them 
with  us  still  in  large  and  larger  abundance.  I  am  informed  by  the 
overseer  of  this  ward,  that  upwards  of  a  thousand  different  families 
and  individuals  have  been  aided  by  him  in  each  of  the  past  winter 
months.  This  will  give  some  idea  of  the  number  of  the  poor  in 
this  section  of  the  city.  Not  that  all  of  these  are  worthy ;  not  but 
that  many  of  them  are  the  vicious  poor.  But  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  wheat  with  the  chafi*,  and  all  the  greater  painstaking  needed  to 
separate  the  two,  to  reform  and  elevate  the  degraded.     Very  many 
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deflerving  poor  there  are,  the  especial  objects  of  this  Ministry,  who 
for  erer  are  striying  to  hide  their  perishing  condition  from  the  pub- 
lic gaze,  and  would  die  in  their  honest  penury  before  they  would 
make  l^eir  wants  known  to  any  public  almoner  of  charity.  They 
feel  an  honest  pride.  They  cherish  a  virtuous  self-respect.  They 
fimcy  they  see  here  their  first  step  taken  to  the  alms-house.  I 
have  ferreted  out  and  visited  more  such  families  in  the  past  year 
than  I  have  ever  done  before,  and  it  has  much  magnified  my  faith 
and  interest  in  this  blessed  Ministry.  Families,  such  as  have  seen 
better  days,  who  have  aforetime  never  known  what  it  was  to  want, 
but  who,  from  reason  of  sickness  or  bereavement,  or  some  unfore- 
seen disaster,  as  the  sins  and  oppressions  of  their  fellow-man,  have 
been  temporarily  deprived  of  the  means  of  sustenance,  and  become 
quite  discouraged,  and  know  not  to  what  helper  or  friend  to  turn, 
bat  to  the  Minister  at  Large,  —  many  such  I  have  been  called  to 
sympathize  with  in  their  spirit-trials,  greater  far  than  their  physi- 
cal necessities.  A  kind  word  of  advice,  a  prayer,  a  tract,  the 
Bible,  has  done  much  to  heal  their  broken  hearts. 

There  has  been  much  sickness  in  the  dwellings  of  the  poor 
during  the  past  y'ear.  Many  have  been  brought  low,  and  many 
passed  on  to  their  final  home.  Here  the  Ministry  finds  a  large  field 
of  usefulness.  It  visits  the  sick,  and  carries  to  them  all  the  helps, 
alleviations,  and  preventives,  that  money,  medicines,  nurses,  books, 
kind  inquiries,  and  good  wishes,  can  convey.  It  kneels  by  the 
bedside  in  fervent  prayer,  and  lifts  up  the  voice  of  solemn  warning 
and  earnest  exhortation.  It  smooths  the  pillow  of  the  dying,  and 
Ughteth  up  with  the  gospel  rays  the  dark  pathway  to  the  tomb. 
It  teaches  the  moral  design  and  meaning  of  sickness,  and  thus 
would  make  the  sick-room  of  the  poor  man,  though  but  the  unven- 
tilated  garret,  or  the  damp  noxious  cellar,  with  its  lessons  of 
Christian  faith,  a  privileged  spot,  a  dwelling-place  for  angels,  the 
very  gate  to  heaven. 

The  great  desolating  scourge,  the  cholera,  did  its  mournful 
work  in  many  families  under  my  charge  the  last  summer.  It 
would  make  a  most  dismal  tale,  were  I  to  enumerate  Ithe  many  sad 
scenes  that  passed  under  my  daily  observation.  In  one  especial 
portion  of  my  district,  bordering  upon  Roxbury,  —  in  **  Allen's 
Block," — the  worst  of  the  cholera  localities,  there  was  scarce  a 
family  where  there  was  not  one  sick  or  dead.  Whole  families 
were  swept  off,  though  repeatedly  warned  by  me  of  their  fate,  and 


14  SIXTEENTH   ANNUAL  REPORT. 

importuned  to  remoye,  at  least  to  amend,  their  dissolute  habits, 
that  made  them  such  ready  victims.  The  epidemic  left  necessarily 
much  of  suffering  in  its  train,  in  houseless,  homeless  ones,  widowed 
wives,  fatherless  and  motherless  children,  that  has  continued 
throughout  the  winter  multiplying  the  victims  of  want,  and  de- 
manding increased  offices  of  Christian  charity.  I  have  attended 
twenty-eight  dying  beds  and  funeral  services  during  the  year ;  and 
could  but  the  smile  be  interpreted  that  lit  up  the  countenances  of 
many  of  those  unknown  friendless  ones,  as  they  passed  the  rent-veil 
of  death  to  what  was  indeed  to  prove  a  home  to  them,  where  none 
say  they  are  sick,  and  none  say  that  they  are  poor,  but  the  last  here 
are  the  first  there,  —  could  that  smile  but  be  interpreted,  it  woidd 
be  to  speak  a  volume  of  thanks,  deep  and  heartfelt,  for  the  bless- 
ings  they  had  derived  from  the  Ministry  at  Large. 

My  visits  have  not  been  circumscribed  within  denominational 
limits.  Many  more  have  been  made  to  those  who  gather  not 
within  our  chapel  walls,  and  they  have  always  been  received  with 
a  welcome.     But  very  many  among  the  poor  know  no  sect,  and  ^^ 

alas !  no  church.  Such  as  have  been  able  to  attend  have  been 
provided  with  places  of  worship,  as  nearness  of  location  or  any 
individual  preference  might  suggest.  The  children  especially  have 
been  attended  to,  and  introduced  to  Sunday  schools,  being  first 
provided  with  garments.  They  have  been  taken  out  of  the  street, 
their  habits  of  truancy  and  vagrancy  been  broken  up,  and  they 
have  become  some  of  the  most  interested  and  punctual  attendants 
upon  our  public  schools.  When  unable  to  succeed  in  effecting 
this  in  person,  I  have  been  aided  always  by  the  ever-ready  co-ope- 
ration of  the  police.  When  the  individuals  may  have  become  too 
advanced  for  our  day  schools,  places  of  employment  have  been 
found,  a  preference  always  being  given  to  those  in  the  country 
where  are  fewer  means  of  temptation  ;  or,  as  they  have  remained  ( 

in  the  city,  they  have  been  introduced  to  our  Evening  Schools,  that 
most  excellent  and  effective  charity,  and  which  ought,  and  I  trust 
will,  early  be  incorporated  into  our  Common  School  system. 

Besides  making  visits  abroad,  I  am  constantly  receiving  many 
at  home.  My  house  I  find  at  times  thronged  as  an  Intelligence 
Office.  Many  come  whom  the  whehning  tide  of  foreign  emigra- 
tion has  rolled  over  on  our  shores,  without  counsellor  or  friend, 
encouraged  to  come  by  their  cruel  oppressors,  to  grasp  their  ruin 
in  their  fancied  bliss.    Yet  they  have  strong  hands,  and  oft  willing 
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hearts,  and  must  do  or  die.  They  cry  for  work ;  but,  alas !  it  is  a 
ery,  that,  amid  the  vehement  competition  which  has  particularly 
prevailed  daring  the  past  winter,  is  not  easily  answered.  Such 
are  advised  with,  and  particularly  urged  to  set  their  faces  West- 
ward, at  least  to  begin  their  journey,  even  be  it  that  they  cannot 
make  any  extended  progress.  Means  are  furnished,  if  needs  be, 
in  any  more  imperative  and  deserving  case ;  so  that  they  remain 
not  an  incubus  upon  our  city  charities  and  city  institutions. 
Swarms  of  beggars,  too,  come  continually  to  the  door.  Their 
claims  are  examined  into.  If  found  worthy,  they  are  relieved,  and 
a  word  spoken  of  encouragement  and  sympathy.  If  unworthy, 
their  imposition  and  demerits  are  exposed.  They  are  warned  and 
reproved,  and  put,  if  possible,  in  the  way  of  reformation. 

THE    OFFICE. 

A  large  number  of  such,  and  indeed  of  applicants  for  every 
kind  of  charity,  I  meet  at  our  office,  where  I  endeavor  to  be  daily 
present,  spending  the  larger  part  of  the  hour  at  noon.  In 
this  branch  of  our  labors  I  have  renewed  confidence.  It  holds  a 
me^atorial  relation  between  the  rich  and  the  poor.  It  is  a 
grand  depot  of  information  as  to  the  character  and  claims  of  the 
numerous  beggars  that  beset  our  street-doors,  and  are  referred 
there  by  ticket.  It  acts  thus  as  a  check  upon  imposition,  and  to 
do  away  with  street  beggary.  It  would  help  by  its  operations  to 
break  up  the  ruinous  system  of  indiscriminate  almsgiving.  It  is  a 
tribunal  of  appeal,  and  a  place  for  furnishing  employment  and 
relief,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  all  the  necessitous  and  deserving. 
Their  tales  of  distress  find  a  ready  ear,  their  abilities  are  ascer- 
tained, and  they  are  put  in  the  way  of  their  proper  use  ;  the  evil 
being  separated  from  the  good.  The  poor  and  unfortunate  have 
come  in  large  numbers  to  the  Office  during  the  past  winter.  Not 
less  than  a  thousand  have  come,  knowing  not  where  else  to  turn  for 
aid  and  sympathy  in  bearing  their  heavy  burdens.  Its  records  of 
the  saved  and  blest  will  exhibit  proof  of  its  usefulness,  as  a  tan- 
gible, demonstrable  good. 

The  public  institutions  at  South  Boston  have  been  visited  as 
time  and  circumstances  would  permit.  I  have  attended  two 
funerals  there.  Also  the  Hospital  has  been  visited,  and  the 
various  charitable  institutions  of  the  city,  and  the  State  Reform 
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School,  to  whose  efficiency  and  success  I  can  bear  a  most  willing 
tribute.  As  a  member  of  the  Primary  School  Committee,  as 
director  in  one  or  two  benevolent  societies,  as  preacher  and  pas- 
tor, financier  and  social  economist,  my  time  has  been  thus  most 
fiilly  occupied.  The  goodness  of  God  has  blest  me  with  a  general 
measure  of  health,  and  with  most  abundant  means  of  usefulness. 
The  fault  is  my  own,  if  I  have  not  been  of  service  to  suffering 
humanity.  The  will  has  been  right,  the  prayer  fervent  that  I 
might.  May  He  pardon  my  many  shortcomings,  and  bless  this 
Ministry  to  yet  more  effective  and  prosperous  issues ! 

Respectfully, 

Samuel  B.  Cbuft. 

Suffblk'ttreet,  April,  1850. 


Mr.  Winkley  has  labored  with  his  usual  zeal  and 
success.  He  states  that  the  Sunday  school  con- 
nected with  the  chapel  in  Pitts-street  contains  above 
three  hundred  pupils,  under  the  charge  of  fifty 
teachers.  The  superintendent,  Mr.  £.  Cobb,  has  held 
his  post  above  twenty  years ;  a  remarkable  instance 
of  persevering  devotion  to  a  good  cause.  There  are 
various  societies  connected  with  this  school  and  chapel 
for  the  purposes  of  instruction  and  the  relief  of  want ; 
and  these  have  been  spirited  and  efficient.  An  even- 
ing school  for  males  and  females  has  been  held  in  the 
vestry,  at  which  the  whole  number  of  scholars  has 
been  three  hundred  and  fifty-four.  The  largest  at- 
tendance in  any  evening  has  been  males,  eighty-nine  ; 
females,  one  hundred  and  twelve. 

Mr.  Winkley's  Beport  is  as  follows :  — 
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Allow  me  to  ezpreM  to  the  Fraternity  the  gratitude  of  those 
coimected  with  me  in  my  Ministry,  both  old  and  young,  for  the 
introduction  of  gas  into  the  chapel.  A  well-lighted  room  is  very 
essential  to  a  good  meeting.  May  I  also  be  permitted  to  ask  of 
you  the  continuance  of  a  favor,  tIz.  the  visits  of  the  delegates  from 
the  Branches  of  the  Fraternity.  Nothing  has  cheered  me  more, 
beyond  the  circle  of  my  labors,  than  these  visits.  They  form  an 
essential  link  in  the  chain  of  communication  between  the  chapels, 
the  ministers,  and  the  churches.  These  visits  have  not  been  so 
frequent  during  the  past  year  as  in  the  former  two  of  my  Ministry. 

In  giving  you  an  account  of  what  we  have  been  doing  during 
ike  past  year,  and  our  present  position,  I  would  refer, 

I.  To  the  Children, — And  I  am  more  and  more  inclined  to  think 
that  what  is  being  done  for  these  should  engage  our  attention,  not 
only  as  first  in  order,  but  pre-eminent  in  importance.  Not  that  I 
would  for  a  single  moment  pass  over  the  claims  of  adults ;  but, 
just  as  it  is  more  easy  to  bend  the  twig  than  the  sturdy  tree,  — 
and  not  only  hend^  but  as  it  is  more  easy  to  continue  it  thus 
bent,  —  so  I  find  it  more  easy  and  more  hopeful  to  form  ten 
children  than  to  reform  one  man.  To  accomplish  this  work,  we 
have  our  Sunday  school,  with  its  faithful  superintendents  and 
teachers  to  the  number  of  fifty,  having  in  charge  over  three 
hundred  children.  No  one  can  easily  overestimate  the  usefulness 
of  Sunday  schools  in  general ;  and  surely  no  one  ever  once  con- 
nected with  the  Howard  Sunday  School,  under  the  charge  of  its 
more  than  twenty  years'  devoted  superintendent  (E.  Cobb,  Esq.), 
will  hesitate  to  say  that  it  is  among  the  leaders,  if  it  does  not  take 
the  lead,  in  essential  spiritual  usefulness.  The  teachers  of  this 
school  not  only  labor  during  two  sessions  each  Sunday,  but  once 
a  month  they  meet  in  teachers'  meeting  for  mutual  counsel,  and 
the  discussion  of  vital  Christian  principles.  Once  a  month  they 
meet  as  a  Sewing  Circle,  to  manufacture  garments  for  the  needy 
ehildren,  and  to  appoint,  from  among  the  members  of  this  circle,  a 
committee  to  visit  the  children.  Once  a  week  a  portion  of  them 
meet  with  me,  to  examine  the  evidences  of  Christianity,  as  they 
last  year  examined  the  principles  of  natural  theology.^  and  onoe 
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a  month  are  more  folly  represented  in  the  Teachers'  Social  Union 
than  any  other  school  in  the  city.     All  this  they  do  in  addition  to 
their  regular  calls  upon  the  memhers  of  their  several  classes.     No 
one  can  douht,  that,  under  such  laborers,  results  great  and  good 
must  constantly  be  produced.     Once  a  week  the  children  have  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  Sewing  School.     This  school  has  for 
many  years  met  on  Wednesday  afternoon  in  the  vestry.    It  is  at 
present  under  the  very  acceptable  superintendence  of  a  daughter  of 
one  of  the  leading  philanthropists  of  this  city.     On  the  morning 
of  the  last  sabbath  of  each  month,  I  meet  and  preach  to  the  chil- 
dren,    I  believe  this  service  does  much  good.     On  every  sabbath 
afternoon,  of  late,  Mr.  A.  Ayer,  of  the  Divinity  School  at  Cam- 
bridge, has  kindly  met  and  very  profitably  ministered  to   the 
children,  while  their  parents  have  been  worshipping  in  the  chapel 
above  them.     In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  referred  to  a  circle  of 
girls  which  met  on  Wednesday  afternoons,  called  Our  Pastor's 
Circle.    That  has  become  a  noble  band  of  children.    No  one  can 
listen  to  their  extemporaneous  prayers,  offered  in  child-like  sim*- 
plicity,  and  responded  to  by  every  heart  as  well  as  voice  present, 
and  not  thank  God  for  the  coming  of  Jesus,  if  it  were  only  for  this 
taking  the  children  in  his  arms,  and  breathing  into  them  his  spirit. 
From  this  circle  have  come  a  few  more  advanced  than  the  rest  in 
devotional  feeling,  who  hold  a  weekly  religious  meeting,  entirely 
by  themselves.     Their  parents  bear  testimony  that  they  are  being 
transformed  in  character  and  changed  in  disposition,  very  much  in 
accordance  with  their  earnest  prayers.     The  strongest  proof  of  the 
acceptableness  of  this  society  is  the  numberless  applications  for 
admission  of  their  children,  which,  of  course,  must  be  rejected,  as 
the  number  is  necessarily  limited  to  twenty.     This  has  succeeded 
BO  well  that  I  have  recently  formed  one  of  a  similar  nature  among 
the  boys.     I  have  limited  the  number  of  this  to  twelve.    We  have 
a  library  connected  with  these  two  societies,  last  year  increased  by 
forty  volumes  from  Dr.  J.  F.  Flagg  and  others,  and  this  year 
by  seventy  volumes,  mostly  from  Amos  Lawrence,  Esq. ;  so  that  it 
now  numbers  two  hundred  and  forty-two.     Thus  much  are  we 
doing  for  the  children.     And  surely  from  these  sources,  ^- the 
Sewing  School,  Boys'  Own  Club,  Our  Pastor's  Circle,  and  Chil- 
dren's Religious  Meeting,  the  Monthly  and  Weekly  Sermon,  and 
the  Sunday  School,  especially  when  blessed  and  aided  by  teadiers 
strengthening  themselves  in  one  weekly  and  three  monthly  meet- 
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ings  for  their  labors  and  calls,  —  I  say  from  all  this  how  much 
good  is  flowing  to  the  children  no  mind  can  measure. 

II.  To  the  Youth.  —  For  the  good  instruction  of  these  in  secular 
knowledge,  more  gratitude  is  due  than  I  have  power  to  express  to 
Rey.  Dr.  Peabody,  and  to  that  ever-zealous  advocate  and  assistant 
of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  —  Rev.  F.  T.  Gray.  Under  the  care  of 
these  two  gentlemen,  an  evening  school  has  been  opened  in  the 
vestry  for  twenty-four  evenings,  —  twelve  for  males  and  twelve  for 
females.  This  school  has  been  under  the  immediate  charge  of  a 
teacher  from  one  of  the  grammar  schools,  aided  by  fifteen  gentle- 
men and  sixteen  ladies.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  entered,— 
males,  one  hundred  and  ninety-four;  females,  one  hundred  and 
sixty ;  total,  three  hundred  and  fifty-four.  Largest  attendance 
on  any  evening,  —  males,  eighty-nine  ;  females,  one  hundred  and 
twelve.  In  this  way  our  vestry  has  been  occupied  for  four  even- 
ings in  each  week  for  a  time.  Many  have  been  the  expressions  of 
gratitude  to  the  noble  mover  in  this  matter  from  the  hearts  of 
those  whose  minds  have  been  blessed.  In  addition  to  this  mode 
of  secular  instruction,  a  school  for  the  practice  of  benevolence, 
under  the  form  and  name  of  a  Sewing  Circle,  has  been  held  for 
the  young  ladies  connected  with  our  Sunday  school.  These  have 
met  monthly,  aided  by  one  or  two  teachers,  and  have,  with  head, 
heart,  and  hand,  done  their  share  in  the  general  labor  of  philan- 
thropy. Classes  of  young  men  and  women  are  in  successful 
operation  at  the  Sunday  school.  I  meet  one  such  class  twice  on 
each  sabbath,  and  find  it  a  source  of  much  encouragement  and 
profit.     These  are  our  labors  among  the  youth. 

III.  To  the  Adults.  —  I  referred  in  my  Report  of  the  last  year 
to  a  course  of  lectures  on  physiology,  delivered  in  the  vestry  of 
the  chapel  by  Miss  Hunt.  One  of  the  results  of  that  course  was 
the  formation  of  an  association  called  the  Health  Association.  This 
association  hold  regular  weekly  meetings,  for  the  prosecution  of 
that  subject.  If  we  could  secure  a  more  general  interest  in  this 
subject,  much  not  only  of  the  unneatness  and  extravagance,  but 
of  the  immorality  and  sickness  of  the  poor,  would  be  removed. 
The  Chapel  Sewing  Circle  has  been  in  successful  operation,  under 
the  charge  of  a  zealous  and  faithful  president.  The  attendance 
upon  the  regular  sabbath  services  of  the  chapel  has  been  very 
encouraging;  and  not  only  the  attendance,  but  the  attention 
and  interest.     I  imagine  few  congregations  are  better  listeners. 
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Surely  there  are  not  many  from  which  come  more  earnest  inquirers 
for  a  full  understanding  of  the  truths  preached.  We  hold  two 
conference  meetings,  one  on  each  Sunday  eyening,  which  is  well 
attended,  and  generally  very  interesting;  and  one,  once  in  two 
weeks,  on  Thursday  evening,  alternating  with  the  Sewing  Circle. 
This  last  conference  is  less  fully  attended,  though  more  socially 
conducted.  Once  a  week  we  have  a  meeting  for  religious  conver- 
sation. These  meetings  I  consider  the  most  profitable  means  of 
leading  the  careless  to  think,  and  the  interested  to  a  deeper 
interest.  I  appoint  hours  during  the  week  to  meet  individuals 
who  cannot  attend  these  meetings,  or  who  prefer  to  see  me  alone. 
But,  to  me,  preaching  would  be  far,  very  far,  from  the  encouraging 
employment  which  it  now  is,  were  it  not  for  this  opportunity  of 
preparing  the  soil  by  personal  conversation.  Once  a  month  we 
hold  a  preparatory  church  meeting.  In  addition  to  this  monthly 
meeting,  the  male  members  of  the  church  have  held  a  weekly  prayer 
meeting.  This  last  meeting,  however,  has  recently  been  succeeded 
by  class  meetings,  including  both  sexes,  in  the  church.  Finding  the 
meetings  for  religious  conversation  of  so  much  benefit  for  those  out 
of  the  church,  the  members  have  desired  to  commence  similar  meet- 
ings among  themselves.  It  is  proposed  to  have  twelve  in  each  class, 
to  meet  upon  the  same  evening  at  different  dwelling-houses.  There 
are  at  present  two  classes,  connected  with  both  about  thirty  individ- 
uals. These  various  meetings  meet  the  wants  of  a  variety  of  spirits, 
and  are  bringing  forth  their  fruits.  In  addition  to  these,  I  spend 
firom  nine  to  two  o'clock  on  four  days  of  the  week  in  calls.  These 
calls  are  generally  religious  rather  than  eleemosynary,  and  as  often 
as  possible  are  the  same  as  meetings  for  religious  conversation  at  my 
house.  Monday  I  spend  in  general  work ;  Wednesday  and  Saturday 
afternoon,  in  meeting  the  children.  Every  evening  I  am  at  a  meet- 
ing of  9ome  kind,  and  in  those  afternoons  when  I  have  no  meetings 
I  receive  callers.    These  are  our  labors  among  the  adults. 

I  would  refer  to  but  one  class  more,  viz.  my  colleagues. 

In  pecuniary  affairs,  the  Tuckerman  Circle,  the  Lienow  Fund, 
the  Office  Fund,  and  many  kind  friends,  are  my  efficient  co-workers. 
I  could  tell  many  a  story  of  the  value  of  the  loan  of  a  few  dollars. 
And  as  loans,  most  of  this  money  is  used.  Some  of  these  loans  are 
never  returned;  but,  even  then,  they  accomplish  a  better  work 
than  outright  gifts  of  charity.  They  often  are  returned,  and,  when 
returned,  bring  a  blessing  in  the  very  look  of  the  beneficiary. 
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In  intellectual  affairs,  every  educational  association  in  the  city  is 
my  colleague,  and  especially  the  public  schools ;  but  more  espe- 
cially the  gentleman  already  referred  to  as  opening  and  taking 
charge  of  the  evening  school ;  those  also  who  have  contributed 
books  to  either  of  the  libraries ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  those  minds 
and  souls,  either  in  this  or  the  spirit- world,  whose  noble  words  are 
found  in  our  Sunday-school,  parish,  and  pastor's  circle  libraries. 
Books  —  most  powerful  aids  !  Would  that  they  who  have  good 
hooks  upon  their  shelves  for  adults  or  children  would  send  to  us 
an  additional  supply !  They  will  be  read,  and  read  when  the  voice 
of  the  teacher  or  preacher  cannot  or  will  not  be  heard.  From  the 
teachers,  aside  from  their  regular  labors,  have  come  a  band  who 
have  taken  charge  of  two  or  three  families  each,  for  spiritual,  in- 
tellectual, and  physical  care  and  culture.  These  have  met  me 
once  a  week,  and  reported  progress :  very  much  praise  is  due  to 
these  for  their  many  truly  valuable  labors.  What  they  have  accom- 
plished this  winter  convinces  me,  that  very  much  more  may  be  done 
in  the  future  through  the  same  channel. 

Were  it  not  for  lengthening  this  report,  I  should  delight  in 
dwelling  upon  individual  cases,  illustrating  the  workings  of  all 
these  things.  But  I  must  forbear.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  aided 
by  so  many  true  spirits,  the  children,  youth,  and  adults  are, 
through  God's  blessing,  receiving  much  good.  May  he  continue 
to  me  my  faithful  co-workers ;  may  he  inspire  my  own  soul  with 
more  of  the  zeal  and  power  requisite  for  this  noble  work  ;  and  may 
the  future  be  as  abundant  in  fruit  as  the  past !  —  and  I  will  ever 
ihank  God  and  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  opportunity  of  entering 
upon  this  precious  field. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

8.  H.  WiNKLET. 


Dr.  Bigelow  visits  the  poor  at  their  houses,  and  is 
indefatigable  in  his  labors.  He  preaches  occasionally ; 
but  Visiting  is  his  especial  branch  of  duty.  His  visits 
during  the  past  year  have  been  nearly  four  thousand* 
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The  task  of  answering  the  calls  of  the  numerous  ap- 
plicants at  the  Office  devolves  almost  entirely  on  him. 
And  he  receives  very  numerous  calls  at  his  own  house, 
on  business  connected  with  the  Ministry  at  Large. 
These  calls  during  the  past  year  have  amounted  to 
twenty-two  hundred.  Dr.  Bigelow  has  also  distri- 
buted about  three  thousand  tracts,  and  six  hundred 
volumes  of  useful  books. 

Dr.  Bigelow's  Report  is  as  follows:  — 
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I  am  a  Minister  at  Large,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  phrase. 
So  many  are  the  calls  and  interruptions  to  which  I  am  suhject,  —  ^^ 

so  many  the  demands  on  my  time,  my  personal  offices  and  atten- 
tion, —  that  I  scarcely  find  the  leisure  requisite  to  record  the  items 
of  my  daily  doings  and  ohservations. 

In  general,  of  the  past  year,  —  as  compared  with  former  ones,  — 
I  can  now  only  state,  that  I  have  visited  more,  and  preached  less. 
This  has  been  made  imperative  by  the  force  of  circumstances.  The 
poor  were  never  so  numerous  in  our  city  as  at  the  present  time. 
And  though  my  attention  and  offices  have  been  chiefly  given  to 
our  Native  indigent,  it  was  not  possible  to  overlook  or  disregard 
the  wants  and  claims  of  others.  The  total  of  my  visits  during  the 
past  year,  to  the  poor  of  all  conditions,  is  well  nigh  four 
thousand  ;  —  the  major  part  of  which  (amounting  to  about  two- 
thirds)  have  been  given  to  the  needy  and  suffering  of  our  own  i 
people.  My  visits  —  though  chiefly  made  in  the  Central,  the 
West,  and  North  districts  of  the  city  —  have  not  been  restricted 
thereto.  They  have  been  distributed  throughout  all  the  wards ;  — 
in  short,  wherever  misery  has  languished,  and  the  cry  for  relief 
has  come  up  and  reached  my  ear.  The  poor,  it  should  be 
observed,  are  peculiarly  migratory ;  and  when  I  have  gained  (in 
belief  or  hope)  a  salutary  influence  over  any  family  of  this  class,  I 
keep  it  in  mind,  and  continue  to  watch  over  such  family  in  its  sub- 
sequent removals.     Add  to  this,  the  numerous  applicants  brought 


DR.    BIOELOW'S  REPORT.  23 

to  OUT  Office,  —  whose  condition  and  circumstances,  if  demanding 
personal  investigation,  have  been  almost  exclusively  examined  by 
myself ;  and  my  walks,  it  will  be  perceived,  have  been  neither  narrow 
nor  few,  —  having  embraced,  as  intimated,  the  entire  area  of  the  city. 

In  connection  with  these  claims  on  my  time  and  services  from 
without,  should  be  added  the  personal  calls  made  upon  me  at  my 
house,  of  visitors  on  objects  exclusively  pertaining  to  the  business 
of  the  Ministry  at  Large ;  —  amounting,  during  the  year  last  past, 
from  the  best  calculation  I  can  make,  to  twenty-two  hundred. 

On  Sundays,  I  have  publicly  ministered  only  a  fourth  part  of 
the  time ;  six  of  the  sabbaths  having  been  given  to  the  supply 
of  the  chapel  pulpits.  The  remainder,  for  the  most  part,  have 
been  devoted  to  domiciliary  visiting,  in  the  abodes  of  the  poor,  — ^ 
to  the  sick,  the  infirm,  and  the  aged,  —  for  consolatory  and  reli- 
gious offices,  or  purposes  of  instruction  and  worship. 

And  here  I  would  remark,  that  my  visits  to  the  poor  on  secular 
days  have  been  chiefly  made  with  such  object ;  not  for  purposes 
alone,  or  principally,  of  mere  charity,  —  not  for  professional  or 
business  interrogatory  and  examination,  —  but  for  moral  and  reli- 
gious ends ;  to  benefit,  in  the  highest  sense,  the  members  of  their 
households,  either  by  useful  counsel,  the  voice  of  Christian  sym- 
pathy, or  the  offices  of  prayer. 

My  Tract  distributions  have  exceeded  three  thousand.  Those 
of  books  and  other  useful  publications  (including,  under  the  for- 
mer, one  hundred  and  forty  Bibles  and  Testaments)  have  numbered 
some  six  hundred. 

A  daily  visit,  of  an  hour  upon  an  average,  has  been  given  to  the 
Central  Office  of  the  Ministry.  Its  advantages  for  the  purposes 
of  ready  communication  with  the  friends  and  patrons  of  the  Minis- 
try at  Large, — also  as  a  place  of  interview  with  applicants 
referred,  and  a  channel  of  information  and  other  benefits  to  the 
needy  and  inquiring,  —  have  continued  to  be  experienced;  and 
they  have  made,  it  is  believed,  the  establishment  of  the  Office  a 
general  blessing. 

By  a  portion  of  the  public,  indeed,  its  designed  objects  seem,  at 
times,  to  be  mistaken ;  the  vagrant  poor  not  unfrequently  being 
sent  there  as  to  a  place  of  certain  charitable  relief.  They  are  a  class, 
not  of  the  poor,  but  of  paupers,  —  the  degraded  Catholic  Irish,  — 
over  whom  no  effective  good  influence  can  be  hoped  to  be  won  or 
retained  by  the  Ministry  at  Large.      Such   persons   have  been 
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usually  referred  back  at  once  to  the  public  charitable  infltitutions,  — 
to  the  overseerB  of  the  poor  and  other  official  almoners ;  or  where 
eleemosynary  assistance  has  been  bestowed  at  our  Office,  it  has 
been  sparingly  administered,  to  preyent  a  reliance  on  such  source 
for  the  future  by  the  individuals  so  aided. 

Mendicancy,  as  all  must  acknowledge,  is  a  great  and  growing 
pest  in  our  community.  Aside  from  the  bad  influences  to  the 
persons  themselves,  the  social  and  moral  evils  to  the  public  at 
large,  thence  resulting,  are  many  and  serious.  Vagrancy  is  the 
parent  of  vice  and  crime.  Every  good  citizen  should  set  his  face 
against  it ;  and  indiscriminate  alms-giving,  that  weakness  too  com- 
mon in  yielding  to  the  importunities  of  beggary  at  the  house-door, 
or  in  the  street,  the  counting-room,  or  workshop,  but  fosters  habits 
of  great  detriment  both  to  society  and  the  individual.  So  far 
from  being  encouraged,  it  should  by  all  be  discountenanced  and 
rebuked.  The  evils  of  vagrancy  are  matters  awakening  the  atten- 
tion and  solicitude,  not  only  of  philanthropists  generally,  but  also 
of  the  public  authorities  in  the  cities  of  the  Old  World.  They 
are  glowingly  portrayed  in  one  of  the  series  of  admirable  papers  on 
"  Labor  and  the  Poor,"  now  in  the  course  of  publication  in  the 
London  Chronicle.  Therein  it  is  stated,  —  and  abundant  evidence 
is  adduced  to  justify  the  assertion,  —  "that  vagrants  are  of  all 
others  the  dangerous  classes  of  society  ;  "  —  "  that  the  great  mass 
of  criminals  are  drawn  from  their  ranks,"  —  notwithstanding  (it  is 
added)  that  "  crime  with  them  is  in  that  stage  in  which  it  can  far 
more  effectually  be  prevented  than  in  others." 

Now,  we  have  a  multitude  of  beings,  of  such  character  in  our 
midst ;  —  many  hundreds  of  "  tramps  "  (bred  to  nothing  else) 
thrown  in  upon  us  from  the  overcrowded  cities  of  Europe,  —  a 
large  accession  to  whose  numbers  has  been  made  by  the  arrivals  of 
the  last  year.  They  have  brought  with  them  their  habits  and  their 
arts ;  likewise  that  compound  character,  —  a  craven  manner  in  the 
asking,  combined  with  a  bold  and  insolent  ef&ontery  that  brooks  no 
denial  in  their  plea  for  alms.  And  they  have  busily  plied  their  trade 
during  the  year  last  past ;  entering  into  keen  and  eager  competition 
with  the  old-class  mendicants,  already  sufficiently  numerous,  con- 
stituting the  laxzaroni  of  our  good  city  of  Boston.  Going  to  the 
benevolent  in  the  squalor  of  seeming  wretchedness  and  eztremest 
want,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  they  wrought  successfyilly 
on  the  sympathies  of  many.    Not  a  few  of  these  vagrants  (as  men- 
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tioned  before)  were  sent  to  the  Office  or  my  house ;  and  when  aid 
was  refused  or  their  characters  were  exposed,  the  indulgence  of 
friends  (the  parties  referring  them)  was  not  always  obtained,  and 
the  charities  of  our  Ministry  were  questioned  or  disparaged.  But 
I  have  felt  it  to  be  a  duty  to  discountenance  mendicity  of  such 
sort ;  and  am  not  without  hopes  that  the  action  of  our  Ministry 
and  the  influence  of  the  Central  Office  have  been  brought  to  bear 
advantageously,  in  no  small  measure,  as  preventive  checks  to  the 
evils  indicated. 

Ere  another  winter,  the  new  alms-house  building,  now  in  course 
of  erection  on  a  large  prospective  scale  at  Deer  Island,  will  be 
completed;  —  offering,  with  existing  accommodations,  sufficient 
shelter  and  comfort  to  all  of  our  roving  mendicant  population: 
After  which,  it  is  hoped  that  the  hand  of  charity  will  be  stayed  to 
our  vagrant  poor,  and  the  alms  of  the  benevolent  be  restricted 
to  objects  most  needy ;  namely,  to  the  deserving  suffering  poor  of 
our  own  people,  pining  and  languishing  (many  of  them  unnoticed 
and  unknown)  in  the  secluded  quarters  of  our  great  and  wealthy 
metropolis. 

An  incidental  result  from  street-beggary,  and  that  house-to- 
house  alms-seeking  to  which  I  allude  (never  so  rife  as  during 
the  past  season)  was  the  intercepting,  in  part,  of  the  streams  of 
charity  which  used  to  flow  to  the  relief  of  humble,  suffering  indi- 
gence in  abodes  to  which  the  offices  of  our  Ministry,  both  temporal 
and  moral,  were  intended  specially  to  be  applied.  In  the  month 
of  January  we  were  obliged,  in  consequence,  to  address  a  private 
drcular  to  a  few  friends  of  the  poor,  to  which  a  generous  response 
was  early  returned ;  -*  a  sufficiency  of  means  being  soon  placed  in 
onr  hands  to  meet  existing  exigences.  —  The  balance  of  our  receipts 
over  our  disbursements  during  the  year  last  past,  is  $282.11 ; 
which  sum,  subject  to  contingent  expenses  of  the  Office,  is  car- 
ried to  the  credit  of  the  Ministry  at  Large  for  the  ensuing  year, 
to  be  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  under  our  care. 

« 

Respectfttllyy 

Andbew  Bioelow. 

Boston,  April  4,  1850. 

It  is  proper  to  state,  that  the  above  Eeport  of  Dr. 
Bigelow  is  but  a  brief  summary,  or  abstract,  of  a  much 
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more  extended  communication  in  preparation  by  him ; 
which,  not  being  completed  at  the  time  for  making 
the  general  returns  of  the  Ministers  at  Large,  and  its 
length  rendering  it  inconvenient  for  insertion  in  full 
at  the  present  time,  —  is  reserved  for  a  future  occa- 
sion. 

Dr.  Bigelow  has  taken  up  the  subject  of  pauperism 
and  mendicity  in  this  city,  showing  the  mischiefe  and 
dangers  resulting  therefrom,  and  the  defects  in  our 
existing  system  of  charities ;  also  suggesting  the  re- 
medies which,  in  his  judgment,  are  suitable  to  meet 
the  exigences  of  the  times. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  paper  of  Dr.  Bigelow  on 
these  important  matters,  elnbodying  the  results  of  his 
observations  and  experience  during  the  last  year  and 
several  previous  ones  of  his  Ministry,  shaU  appear  in 
a  printed  form  at  an  early  subsequent  date. 


Mrs.  Bigelow's  Beport  does  not  go  into  details  so 
much  as  the  Beports  of  the  Ministers ;  but  it  shows 
the  interest  which  she  takes  in  the  duties  of  her 
office,  and  that  she  has  discharged  them  in  a  right 
spirit.     It  is  as  follows :  — 

MRS.  BIGELOW'S  REPORT. 

Six  months  have  scaroelj  elapsed  since  I  received  a  request 
from  your  Fraternity  to  become  their  Missionary,  and  was 
instructed  to  **  go  forth  and  strive  to  be  useful  in  every  way 
Providence  might  direct."    The  intentions  of  this  Ministry,  if  I 
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undentand  them  aright,  are  to  relieve  the  moral  and  physical  wants 
of  those  among  ns  who,  from  whatever  cause,  may  require  such  aid^ 

The  thoroughfares  of  life,  in  large  cities,  are  so  crowded  with 
eager  travtllers,  that  little  time  or  opportunity  is  afforded  to  those 
composing  the  throng  to  pause  and  assist  others  who  may  origi* 
nally  have  been  misdirected,  and  know  not  where  to  apply  for 
guidance.  Your  missionaries  are  the  sentinels  stationed,  at  your 
direction,  along  the  road,  to  seek  and  aid  the  weary  and  down*" 
trodden,  to  smooth  the  rough  places  over  which  they  have  faltered, 
and  direct  them  to  a  path  of  safety.  What  can  more  strikingly  illus-* 
trate  the  spirit  of  our  holy  faith  than  such  Fraternities  ?  Even 
the  humblest  traveller  is  not  allowed  to  pass  on  without  a  guide. 

To  this  work  you  have  now  called  another ;  one  whose  especial 
object  is  to  minister  to  those  of  her  own  sex,  whose  peculiar  du* 
ties,  although  understood,  cannot  so  well  be  practically  taught  by 
the  laborers  already  in  your  service.  Who  can  so  readily  restore 
to  a  delicate  piece  of  mechanism  a  missing  part,  or  re-adjust  that 
which  is  displaced,  as  the  individual  who  understands  the  principles 
on  which  it  is  constructed  ?  And  cannot  the  wants  and  the  trials 
of  woman,  and  the  remedies  suited  to  her  relief,  be  more  thoroughly 
comprehended  by  one  who  knows  the  sources  from  which  they 
spring,  and  who  has  herself  experienced  like  infirmities  ?  I  am 
content  to  occupy  a  lowly  station  and  to  enter  the  field,  where 
otiiers  reap,  in  the  humble  capacity  of  a  gleaner. 

One  of  my  earnest  aims  has  been  to  teach  the  class  who  are 
always  seeking  support  from  without,  to  look  tDtthin^  if  they  would 
discover  the  true  principle  of  success,  ~>- that  of  self-dependence. 
Although,  when  first  put  into  practice,  it  may  possess  but  a  cob* 
web's  strength,  yet  daily  exercise  will  render  it  a  fibre  too  strong 
for  any  wind  of  adversity  to  break.  If  this  principle  of  self** 
reliance  and  self-respect  can  once  be  established  in  a  woman's 
heart,  it  would  prove  more  effectual  towards  strengthening  the 
ties  of  the  domestic  circle  in  humble  life,  so  liable  to  be  sundered 
by  pecuniary  difficulties,  than  a  life-annuity  bestowed  on  each  indi- 
vidual member.  Teach  a  mother  that  independence  is  her  birthright^ 
and  that  she  forfeits  it,  and  degrades  herself  and  children  when, 
if  in  the  possession  of  health,  she  relies  on  the  charity  of  others : 
Teach  her  also,  that  home  duties  are  Christian  obligations ;  that  her 
religious  character  must  be  formed,  not  in  her  Sunday  suit  but  in 
the  homely  garb  of  every-day  life ;  and  that  the  true  altar  of  her 
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faith  must  be  ereeted  in  the  midst  of  her  own  household :  Cheer 
her  with  the  assurance,  that,  howerer  lowly  her  station  may  be, 
yet  it  is  on  an  outward  level  with  the  one  chosen  by  the  Saviour 
of  the  world;  and  that  he  sanctified  honest  industry,  when  he 
selected  those  whom  he  found  engaged  in  the  duties  of  an  humble 
calling,  to  be  the  heralds  of  truths^  before  which  crowned  heads 
were  to  bow  with  reverence,  —  and  you  will  then  lay  a  platform 
for  your  future  practical  operations. 

In  the  beautiful  arrangement  of  the  vegetable  kingdom,  each 
tree,  shrub,  and  flower  has  its  place  and  purpose,  although  difler- 
ing  so  widely  in  appearance  and  value ;  and  is  not  the  same  true 
in  the  moral  world  7  There  surely  must  be  some  place  to  fill, 
some  duty  to  perform,  for  each  individual ;  and,  were  the  designs 
of  Providence  fulfilled  in  accordance  with  the  principles  taught 
in  the  gospel,  how  benign  and  beneficial  would  be  the  result !  — 
Each  tree  producing  its  ovm  natural  fruit. 

The  poor  are  too  often  tempted  to  forget  their  duties  and 
responsibilities.  They  are  too  intently  occupied  in  gazing  at  the 
larger  lamps  of  their  rich  neighbors  ;  and,  while  employed  in  watch- 
ing to  see  that  they  are  kept  brightly  burning,  their  own  frequently 
die  out  for  want  of  oil.  So  much  of  their  time  is  spent  in  scanning 
the  manner  in  which  the  wealthy  discharge  their  duties,  that  they 
omit  to  use  aright  the  treasures  committed  to  their  special  keeping. 

To  welcome  and  encourage  virtue  and  talent,  wherever  found, 
has  been  another  of  my  aims.  How  many  noble  spirits  have  been 
crushed,  and  high-souled  purposes  blighted,  by  the  coldness  and 
indifference  of  those  whose  smiles  might  have  developed  plants  of 
rare  beauty  which  have  withered  in  the  bud  for  want  of  light  and 
sunshine  I  It  is  well  to  remedy  evils ;  but  it  is  better  to  prevent 
their  growth.  It  is  well  to  provide  for  suffering  in  every  form,  to 
hedge  the  path  of  the  ungodly  with  thorns,  which  wound  while  they 
heal ;  — but,  is  it  not  also  well  to  provide  encouragement  for  the 
virtuous  poor  ?  Should  the  abodes  where  patient  industry  dwells 
have  as  many  apertures  to  admit  the  cold  of  winter  and  the 
noxious  gases  of  an  unhealthy  neighborhood,  as  those  occupied  by 
persons  of  idle  habits  and  worthless  character  ^  The  deserving 
poor  should  realize,  that  their  &ithful  discharge  of  life's  humble 
duties  entitles  them  to  privileges,  which  the  idle  cannot  enjoy. 

Give  them  light  and  air,  give  them  warm  and  comfortable  shel- 
ters at  reasonable  prices,  and  do  not  place  them  side  by  ride  with 
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a  foreign  population  many  of  whom  have  seemingly  been  taught 
to  regard  charity  as  their  peculiar  privilege  and  birthright.  Can 
we  wonder,  under  such  circumstances,  that  the  hand  of  honest  in- 
dustry often  becomes  palsied,  and  that  the  deserving  poor  at  timea 
sink  hopelessly  to  a  level  with  their  neighbors  ?  —  Qive  them  not 
alms,  bat  encouragement  in  the  shape  of  adequate  recompense  for 
their  labor :  Let  their  rents  bear  some  proportion  to  their  earnings, 
and  their  homes  be  made  convenient  and  lahoT'Saving ;  and  more 
will  be  done  towards  destroying  the  upas-tree  of  pauperism  now 
threatening  to  overshadow  our  land  with  its  poisonous  branches, 
than  by  any  speculative  theories,  however  plausible  they  may 
appear.  I  speak  on  this  point  from  experience  and  daily  observa- 
tion ;  and  I  cannot  but  feel,  that  those  to  whom  are  entrusted  the 
means  of  benefiting  so  large  a  class  of  unobtrusive  sufferers  are 
neglecting  those  duties  which  the  spirit  qf  the  age,  as  well  as  the 
teachings  of  the  Saviour,  require  them  to  heed  and  perform. 

If  we  trembled  at  the  approach  of  that  dread  scourge  which 
lately  swept  over  our  land,  let  us  not  be  indifferent  to  the  condition 
of  the  moral  atmosphere  with  which  we  are  surrounded,  but  use 
every  means  within  our  power  for  its  purification.  And  no  means 
will  do  more  to  awaken  the  energies  and  develop  the  latent  virtues 
of  the  poor  than  generous  and  judicioua  aid  and  encouragement 
from  those  who  are  more  favored  by  fortune. 

Allow  me,  now,  to  deposit  in  your  treasure  some  of  the  glean- 
ings of  the  past  year,  and  at  the  same  time  to  bear  my  humble 
testimony  to  the  truth  of  that  Scripture  which  promises  that  the 
"  righteous  shall  never  be  forsaken."  This  has  been  most  strik- 
ingly illustrated  during  my  brief  mission. 

There  is  a  family  composed  of  seven  individuals,  each  one  of 
whom  is  now  in  a  respectable  and  useful  situation,  who  some 
months  since  were  left  in  a  land  of  strangers,  with  no  inheritance 
but  a  dying  mother's  prayers.  That  mother  had  proved  the  sin- 
cerity of  her  piety,  by  the  conscientious  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
her  station.  She  had  regarded  her  children's  souls  as  precious 
trusts,  and  each  bud  of  promise  had  been  carefully  cultivated. 
When  summoned  herself  to  a  better  land,  she  knew  not  to  what 
soil  these  plants,  watered  with  the  baptism  of  a  mother's  tears, 
would  be  transplanted ;  but  she  beheld  through  the  deep  cloud  of 
poverty  that  surrounded  her  the  Bow  of  promise,  and  by  its 
keaTsnly  li^t  she  read  those  words  <^  encouragement,  —  *'  I  will 
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never  leave  nor  forsake  thee."    This  is  no  exaggerated  picture.* 
Hardly  one  month  had  elapsed,  before  that  family,  by  a  series  of 
unlooked-for  events,  were  all  provided  for,  and  have  proved  to  be 
blessings  to  those  who  befriended  them. 

I  hare  also  seen  a  lovely  and  educated  female,  driven  forth, 
shelterless  and  homeless,  by  the  cruelty  of  one  who  should  have 
been  her  protector.  With  feeble  health,  and  broken  hopes,  and  dis- 
appointed expectations,  she  knew  not  where  to  apply  in  the  hour 
of  her  extremity.  Her  faith  failed  not :  So  brightly  did  it  glow, 
that  a  beam  of  light  was  thrown  upon  a  path  hitherto  undis- 
covered, and  it  conducted  her  to  a  distant,  but  secure  and  happy 
home.  There  she  still  remains ;  and  is  rapidly  regaining  that  health 
of  mind  and  body,  which  the  sharp-edged  sword  of  unkindness  had 
nearly  destroyed. 

Three  interesting  and  unprotected  females,  between  the  ages  of 
sixteen  and  eighteen,  have  been  rescued  at  the  very  entrance  of  the 
**  house  of  death ;"  before  their  feet  had  crossed  the  threshold  of 
that  dark  abode. 

Several  deserted  wives,  who  were  compelled  by  stem  necessity 
to  apply  to  your  female  Missionary  for  aid,  have  been  placed  in 
useful  situations,  both  receiving  and  imparting  comfort ;  and  their 
lacerated  hearts,  so  long  at  the  mercy  of  an  titeMote,  have  found 
repose. 

My  steps  have  often  been  directed  to  abodes  of  abject  poverty ; 
and,  even  there^  I  have  found  the  materials  which,  if  rightly  put 
together,  would  again  form  happy  and  united  households.  Judi- 
cious kindness  was  the  cement  required  to  join  these  broken  pieces, 
and  it  has  thus  far  proved  strong  and  enduring.  What  was 
crumbling  has  been  repaired :  The  light  of  hope  has  again  been 
rekindled  on  those  desolate  hearthstones.  Life's  journey  to  them 
now  lies  along  a  green  path,  instead  of  being  a  way  choked  with 
the  weeds  of  despair. 

A  number  of  children  have  been  removed  firom  intemperate 
parents,  and  comfortable  homes  provided  for  them,  where,  under 
good  influences,  they  bid  fair  to  become  useful  members  of  society. 
More  would  have  been  accomplished  in  this  field  of  labor,  had  my 
health  continued  good ;  but,  with  returning  strength,  I  yet  hope 
to  be  instrumental  in  saving  many  of  these  unfortunate  and 
neglected  children. 

I  could  dwell  on  many  touching  scenes  which  I  have  witnessed ; 
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Boenes  which  vould  thrill  your  hearts  with  wannest  sympathy.  I 
could  bring  before  you  a  wife  and  mother  who^  was  thrown  sud- 
denly  on  the  benevolence  of  strangers.  This  was  not  in  consequence 
of  any  wrong-doing ;  but  the  light  of  reason  was  quenched  in  one 
who  had  always  been  her  protector ;  and  that  hand,  which  had  so 
often  been  extended  to  shield  herself  and  little  ones  from  danger, 
was  now  lifted  for  the  purpose  of  self-destruction.  She  went 
forth,  in  a  strange  city,  to  seek  for  aid.  Friends  were  raised  up 
to  cheer  her  in  this  hour  of  trial ;  and  note,  her  spirit  having  been 
strengthened  by  Christian  sympathy,  she  meekly  bears  the  cross  her 
Master  has  laid  upon  her,  —  thankful  that  she  found  those  who 
could  administer  the  consolations  which  she  so  much  needed,  and 
who  would  continue  to  assist  her,  and  enable  her  to  perform  life's 
remaining  duties. 

I  find  that  during  the  past  year  (for  before  you  called  me  I  was 
in  your  service)  there  have  been  about  forty  persons,  by  my  agency, 
rescued  from  want,  and  placed  in  situations  of  comfort  and  useful- 
ness. These  embrace  various  classes,  from  the  refined  and  educated, 
to  the  child  who  has  but  commenced  its  alphabet.  I  do  not  include 
those  who  have  received  mere  temporary  benefit :  For,  when  per- 
manent employment  and  homes  have  been  obtained,  then  only  do 
I  feel  that  the  true  object  of  my  mission  has  been  accomplished. 

In  return  for  the  privilege  you  have  afforded  me  of  carrying  out 
the  vrishes  of  my  heart,  I  sincerely  thank  you ;  and,  if  I  have  been 
the  means  of  doing  any  good  to  others,  I  have  at  the  same  time 
received  greater  benefit  to  my  own  soul. 

Our  firiends  and  patrons,  with  the  approach  of  summer,  will  seek 
greener  paths;  and,  while  we  rejoice  that  they  are  allowed  to 
breathe  a  purer  and  freer  air,  we  would  remind  them  of  those 
left  behind.  The  summer's  heat  brings  to  the  latter  no  relaxation 
from  want  and  privation ;  but  their  poor  dwellings  can  yet  be  made 
fragrant  with  the  offerings  of  Christian  benevolence.  The  sick  and 
the  infirm,  those  in  their  first  or  second  childhood,  must  be  cared 
for  in  all  seasons.  The  "  Lord's  poor  "  are  always  with  us ;  their 
Master  and  ours  has  bequeathed  them  to  us  as  a  legacy ;  and  they 
must  continue  to  be  objects  of  sympathy  to  his  followers  through 

all  time. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Amelia  S.  Bigelow. 
Jpnl  Mf  I960. 
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The  Treasurer's  statement  will  show  the  condition 
of  the  finances  of  the  Fraternity.  An  addition  of 
twenty-one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  has  heen  made 
to  our  fund,  by  means  of  a  subscription  commenced 
by  Ebenezer  T.  Andrews,  Esq.  The  contributions 
were  as  follows :  — 


Ebenezer  T.  Andrews,  Esq.       .         .         .  $500 

Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence          .         •         •  500 

Daniel  P.  Parker,  Esq 500 

Hon.  John  Welles         ....  300 

Hon.  F.  C.  Gray 100 

Thomas  Lee,  Esq 100 

George  Howe,  Esq.           ....  100 

Dr.  George  Parkman    ....  50                    «>^ 


$2150 


In  this  connection  we  would  remark,  that  it  would  be 
a  great  convenience  to  the  Treasurer  if  the  Branches 
in  general  would  make  their  collections  earlier.  Some 
of  them  deserve  great  credit  for  their  promptness ;  but 
others  delay  their  payments  so  long  as  to  compel  the 
Treasurer  to  advance  or  borrow  money  to  meet  the 
current  expenses. 

Little  need  be  added  to  the  Beports  which  have 
just  been  read,  to  recommend  the  Ministry  at  Large 
to  the  good  offices  of  the  thoughtful  and  the  benevo- 
lent When  Jesus  Christ  was  asked,  "  Art  thou  he 
that  should  come  ?  "  he  recounted  his  miracles,  and 
then  added,  as  the  crowning  proof  of  his  divine  mis- 
sion, that  "the  poor  have  the  gospel  preached  to 
them."    This  was  the  work  and  glory  of  the  founder 
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of  our  religion ;  and  so  has  it  been  of  the  men  who 
have  most  largely  shared  his  spirit.  In  this  way  the 
regeneration  of  the  world  was  commenced,  and  in  this 
way  it  must  be  completed.  The  great  danger  to 
which  society  is  exposed  in  this  country  arises  from 
the  union  of  freedom  with  ignorance,  poverty,  and 
vice.  We  may  not  expect  to  experience  here  the 
terrible  excesses  which  such  a  union  has  produced  at 
various  times  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  ;  but, 
if  we  wish  to  give  security  to  our  homes  and  stability 
to  our  institutions,  and  to  promote  the  best  interests  of 
our  fellow-men,  we  must  encourage  the  efforts  of  those 
who  go  forth  in  the  spirit  of  their  Master  to  instruct, 
relieve,  and  reform  the  ignorant,  the  suffering,  and 
the  sinful. 

EDWARD  WIGGLE8WORTH, 

Secreiary. 
posTOX,  April  11,  1S50. 
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REPORT. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Beneyolemt  Fba- 
TEKNiTY  of  Chubches  lespectfully  present  this  their 
Seventeenth  Annual  Beport  of  the  state  of  its  affairs. 

The  Ministers  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Fraternity  during  the  past  year  are  Messrs. 
BioELOw,  Cbuft,  and  Wimklet,  the  same  gentlemen 
whose  services  for  several  years  previous  had  been  so 
acceptable.  Mr.  Cruft  has  had  charge  of  the  chapel 
in  Suffolk-street ;  and  Mr.  Winkley,  of  that  in  Pitta- 
street  ;  while  Dr.  Bigelow  has  visited  from  house  to 
house  through  the  city,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
want,  and  of  imparting  moral  and  religious  instruc- 
tion. Mrs.  Bigelow  has  devoted  herself  to  similar 
labors  among  the  suffering  of  her  own  sex. 

Messrs.  Cruft  and  Winkley  minister  statedly  at  the 
chapels,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  settled  clergy- 
men ;  besides  which,  they  go  through  a  great  variety 
of  labors  for  the  good  of  the  people  of  their  respective 
societies,  and  of  the  suffering  in  the  northern  and 


ANNUAL  BIPOBT. 

southern  sections  of  the  city.  Both  of  the  chapels 
have  been  painted,  repaired,  and  refitted  during  the 
past  year,  so  as  to  be  rendered  much  more  neat, 
agreeable,  and  commodious.  The  Primary  Schools 
which  occupied  the  vestry  of  the  chapel  in  Suffolk- 
street  have  been  removed  to  other  quarters  provided 
by  the  city,  so  that  much  more  use  will  be  made  of 
the  vestry  than  formerly  for  holding  the  various 
meetings  which  do  so  much  to  carry  out  the  work 
of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  and  which  were  held  before 
from  house  to  house.  Though  the  chapel  in  Suffolk- 
street  is  not  filled  on  Sundays,  the  attendance  is  larger 
and  more  regular  than  formerly.  The  largest  number 
of  worshippers  at  any  one  time  is  between  two  and 
three  hundred.  The  worshippers  take  much  interest 
in  the  chapel,  and  have  done  much  by  their  personal 
exertions  towards  fitting  it  up,  and  giving  it  its  pre- 
sent handsome  appearance.  The  Sunday  School 
contains  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pupils,  under 
the  general  superintendence  of  Mr.  Cruft,  and  un- 
der the  immediate  instruction  of  many  male  and 
female  teachers.  For  pi-evious  years,  Mr.  Cruft  has 
been  relieved,  for  much  of  the  time,  of  the  chai^  of 
superintendence  by  gentlemen  who  have  kindly  taken 
that  labor  on  themselves ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
he  will  receive  similar  aid  in  future. 

Mr.  Cruft  has  held  meetings  for  conference  and 
prayer  every  Wednesday  evening  at  different  houses. 
Meetings  of  the  Sunday-school  teachers  have  been 
held  every  fortnight  at  the  teachers*  houses,  and  have 
been  devoted,  during  the  past  season,  to  the  interpie- 
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tation  of  the  Bibla  The  Sewing  CSirde,  whose  object 
is  to  work  for  the  necessitous,  has  met  on  alternate 
Thursday  evenings.  Meetings  have  also  been  held 
once  a  month  at  the  Pastor's  house,  preparatory  to 
the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

Mr.  Cruft  has  made  about  two  thousand  visits.  In 
fact,  his  time,  he  says,  has  been  mainly  occupied  in 
making  visits  for  the  purpose  of  relieving,  instructing, 
and  aiding  in  various  ways.  He  has  also  received  a 
great  number  of  visits  at  his  own  house,  in  connection 
with  the  purposes  of  his  Ministry.  Large  numbers, 
too,  of  the  poor  have  continued  to  visit  the  Central 
Office  in  School-street,  where  they  are  attended  to  by 
Mr.  Cruft  and  Dr.  Bigelow.  Mr.  Cruft,  having  held 
the  agency  of  the  Howard  Benevolent  Society  during 
the  past  year,  has  thus  been  brought  into  connection 
with  a  larger  number  of  destitute  families.  He  states 
that  the  poor  are  increasing  fast  in  the  southern  sec- 
tion of  the  city.  His  report,  dated  Blackstone  Square, 
April  5,  1851,  is  as  follows:  — 


MR.  CRUFT'S  REPORT. 

During  the  past  year^  the  field  of  mj  labors  has  steadily  enlarged. 
Neir  opportunities  of  usefulness  hare  presented  themselves.  Many 
additions  have  been  made  to  previous  years*  stores  of  experience 
and  obserration,  that  have  resulted,  I  trust,  in  a  wiser  and  better 
service. 

My  plans  of  operation  have  been  similar  to  those  stated  in  the 
last  Report.  I  have  not  sought  to  add  any  new  ones,  but  to 
develop  and  improve  upon  the  old.  There  have  been  times  to  try, 
and  times  to  make  glad,  the  heart ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  my  labors 
have  boAn  attended  with  a  reesonalde  degree  (rf  suooess.    The  cha* 
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xaeter  of  the  popuUtion  among  which  I  miniflter  is  very  flactnmting. 
In  fact,  it  is  the  characteristic  of  the  poor  everywhere,  to  be  continr 
ually  shifting  their  places  of  abode.  The  Missionary's  word  just 
begins  to  find  a  lodgement  when  the  door  abruptly  closes ;  the  chain 
of  communion  is  broken,  with  but  little  probability  of  ever  being 
united  again.  The  various  departments  of  this  Ministry  are  all 
affected  thus.  It  is  a  matter  of  no  small  discouragement,  but  one 
unavoidable.  Notwithstanding  this  and  other  discouragements,  and 
the  fact  that  the  Minister  has  to  labor  so  continually  alone,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  the  course  of  this  Ministry  has  been  onward,  and 
that  no  previous  year  has  been  more  productive  of  good. 

THE   CHAPEL. 

Regular  public  worship  has  been  held  here  throughout  the  year» 
to  which  all  have  been  invited  not  connected  elsewhere,  more  par* 
ticularly  the  poor.  The  attendance,  of  course,  from  the  domestic 
condition  and  habits  of  the  worshippers,  has  been  irregular ;  but, 
upon  the  whole,  take  the  year  through,  larger,  more  stable  and 
uniform  than  previously.  In  our  better  days,  we  have  an  audience 
of  from  two  to  three  hundred.  The  recent  repairs  that  have  been 
put  upon  the  building,  the  new  dress  g^ven  to  its  interior,  have 
increased  the  interest  and  attachment  and  numbers  of  the  worship- 
pers. There  is  an  air  of  neatness  and  comfort  now  about  the 
chapel  that  makes  it  welcomed  as  a  sabbath  home,  which  its  repul- 
sive appearance  forbade  before.  To  the  efforts  particularly  of  the 
ladies  have  we  been  indebted  for  a  carpet  and  blinds,  and  the  supply 
of  other  wants.  May  the  chapel  henceforth  prove  as  the  ''  gate 
of  heaven  "  to  many  souls  ! 

STTKDAY   SCHOOL. 

The  Sunday  School  bears  pleasing  evidence  of  increasing  useful- 
ness. Religious  instruction  has  been  imparted  therein  to  upwards 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  children  during  the  past  year.  Many 
homes  of  the  neglected  and  destitute,  that  might  not  otherwise 
come  under  gospel  influence,  have  been  blest  by  the  living  word,  or 
by  the  repeated  visits  of  the  Sunday-school  teacher,  and  the  well- 
selected  library-book  or  tract.  We  were  unfortunate  the  last  sum- 
mer to  lose  the  services  and  influence  of  our  Horrner  superintendent, 
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Mr.  B.  H.  Greene.  We  had  hoped  he  would  hare  xemained 
longer  with  ua.  We  thank  him  for  what  he  has  done.  The  conse- 
quence has  been,  that  the  Pastor  has  been  obliged  to  take  the  super- 
intendence  of  the  school  since,  which  he  cannot  think  so  well  for  its 
interests,  burdened  as  he  is  with  so  many  other  duties,  and  unable, 
from  his  very  professional  position  perhaps,  to  awaken  the  interest 
that  a  comparative  stranger  or  layman  might,  coming  from  more 
inunediate  contact  with  the  busy  world.  While  he  would  shrink 
from  no  toil  which  Ood  may  give  him  the  strength  to  perform, 
yet  would  he  be  glad  for  many  reasons  to  have  this  place  filled 
by  another.  We  had  our  usual  Sunday-school  excursion  into 
the  country  during  the  past  summer.  A  happy  new  year  festival 
was  celebrated  in  our  chapel-vestry,  where  parents,  teachers,  and 
children  were  present  in  full  and  happy  ranks ;  the  hearts  of  the 
latter  being  made  glad  by  some  friendly  token  of  remembrance 
from  their  teachers,  the  '*  Tree  "  being  well  laden  with  gifts  for 
all.  Our  eleventh  annvoersary  was  celebrated  on  the  second  Sun- 
day in  February,  when  kind  friends  came  fh)m  a  distance  to  speak 
a  cheering  word.  We  have  great  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  increased 
accommodations  and  renovated  condition  of  our  vestry,  occasioned 
by  the  removal  of  the  primary  schools  therefrom.  We  hope  to  use 
these  rooms,  which  we  have  so  long  patiently  waited  for,  as  places 
wherein  to  hold  the  meetings  which  have  hitherto  been  held  from 
house  to  honse. 

ETSVIKO   MEBTIWOS. 

Neighborhood  Meetings  have  continued  to  be  held  every  Wed- 
nesday evening  for  conference  and  prayer.  These  are  similar  to 
those  alluded  to  in  our  last  Report.  Their  chief  design  is  to  carry 
the  gospel  to  homes  and  localities  where  it  might  not  otherwise 
readily  penetrate,  to  excite  a  deeper  interest  in  the  institutions  and 
ordinances  of  religion,  especially  in  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath, 
and  to  diffuse  a  more  social  and  friendly  spirit  through  the  different 
neighborhoods. 

Teachers'  Meetings  have  been  held  every  fortnight  at  the 
teachers'  houses.  These  have  taken  the  form  of  Bible  classes 
during  the  past  season,  and  have  been  the  means  of  diffusing  much 
light  on  the  subject  of  Scripture  interpretation. 

On  alternate  Thursday  evenings,  and  oftener  if  occasion  demanded, 
the  Seming  Oirde  has  met  at  ti^e  residences  of  its  different  mem- 
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ben.  Its  design  is  to  repair  and  make  up  garments  for  the  more 
necessitous  poor  and  the  children  of  our  Sunday  School.  During 
the  past  season,  it  has  also  done  much  to  furnish  our  chapel. 

Church  Meetings  have  been  held  as  usual  once  a  month  at  the 
Pastor's  house  on  Friday  eyenings.  Their  aim  has  been  to  foster 
a  social  and  religious  interest.  The  principal  scenes  and  events  in 
the  Redeemer's  life,  especially  the  closing  ones,  have  been  there 
dbcoursed  upon,  to  prepare  the  communicants'  minds  for  the  affect- 
ing senrioe  of  the  coming  sabbath.  There  have  been  some  addi- 
tions to  the  church  during  the  year.  There  is  serious  inquiry  now 
on  the  part  of  others,  that  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  ere  long  result  in  a 
public  confession  of  Christ. 

TISITS. 

These  have  been  more  numerous  than  before.  They  have  not 
been  far  from  two  thousand.  Our  chapel  congp*egation  comes  by 
necessity  to  be  in  most  particulars  like  any  other  established  con- 
gregation of  the  city.  With  its  regular  services  on  the  Lord's  day, 
its  Sunday  School,  Christian  ordinances,  Bible  classes,  &c.  for  all 
which  due  preparation  is  to  be  made,  it  demands  the  greater  part 
of  the  Minister's  time  and  strength.  The  relation  that  grows  up 
between  it  and  its  pastor  is  similar  to  that  existing  between  the 
pastors  and  members  of  our  other  churches.  Notwithstanding  this 
fact,  and  doing  what  I  could  in  this  department,  I  have  always 
borne  in  mind  that  this  Ministry  is  to  address  itself  chiefly  to  those 
who  cannot  go  to  chapel  or  to  church ;  to  carry  the  gospel  to  garret 
and  cellar,  alley  and  lane ;  to  the  homes  of  sorrow,  privation,  and 
sin ;  to  the  bedsides  of  the  sick  and  dying.  The  Minister  at  Large 
must  do  the  work  of  an  evangelist,  going  about  from  house  to 
house.  Hence  my  time  has  been  mainly  occupied  in  visiting.  The 
relief  of  the  poor,  the  care  of  the  sick,  the  protection  of  the  young, 
have  constituted  the  chief  part  of  my  work.  Where  no  positive 
striking  results  have  attended  upon  these  ministrations,  yet  we  can- 
not but  hope  and  trust  some  good  has  been  done.  The  virtuous 
poor,  that  numerous  and  ever-to-be-  pitied  class  of  those  who  have 
seen  better  days,  the  victims  and  martyrs  of  others,  have  been  saved, 
by  the  friendly  visit  and  word  spoken  in  season,  from  falling  into 
yet  farther  despair  and  final  degradation ;  while  the  vicious  poor 
have  been  prevented  from  sinking  into  deeper  and  perhaps  irre- 
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mediable  corruption.  Besides  making  visits,  I  have,  as  before, 
received  almost  numberless  ones  at  my  residence,  in  connection 
with  the  purposes  of  this  mission.  Large  numbers,  too,  of  the 
poor  have  continued  to  come  to  the  Office  in  School-street,  to 
receive  from  myself  or  colleague  some  timely  word  of  counsel  or 
sympathy. 

By  means  of  the  agency  of  the  Howard  Benevolent  Society 
which  I  have  held  during  the  past  season,  I  have  been  brought  into 
eonnection  with  a  larger  number  of  destitute  families,  and  such  as 
are  the  more  proper  subjects  of  this  Ministry,  than  ever  before.  I 
have  become  thus  the  spiritual  adviser  and  friend  of  many  house- 
holds which  I  might  not  otherwise  have  discovered.  I  have  been 
surprised  to  find  how  large  and  increasing  is  the  number  of  poor 
families  in  this  southerly  section  of  our  city.  All  who  have  to  do 
with  this  class  bear  witness  to  the  fact.  Rents  are  cheaper  here,  and 
the  tenements  of  the  poor  more  desirable,  than  in  most  other  parts 
of  the  city.  Labor  is  in  increasing  demand,  by  reason  of  the  many 
buildings  going  up  upon  the  vacant  lands,  and  from  the  fact  of  this 
section  being  the  great  depot  of  the  city  laborers.  This  must 
continue  to  be  the  case  for  some  time  to  come. 

In  reviewing  the  past,  I  find  abundant  cause  of  gratitude,  and 
yet  more  so  of  humiliation.  The  difiiculties  and  discouragements 
of  this  position  are  indeed  by  no  means  small.  But  the  Lord 
reigneth.  The  words  of  the  Master  have  precious  meaning  still, 
*'  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 


Mr.  Winkley's  Beport  describes  in  detail  his  usual 

round  of  labors.    The  variety  of  means  which  he  takes 

to  interest  the  old  and  young  in  religion  and  virtue 

show  with  what  zeal  he  carries  on  his  work,  and 

leave  no  doubt  that  great  good  is  accomplished  by  his 

Ministry.     The  Howard  Sunday  School  assembles  in 

the  vestry  twice  every  Sunday,  and  comprises  two 

hundred  and  sixty  scholars  and  forty-eight  teachers, 

under  the  excellent  superintendence  of  Elijah  Cobb, 
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Esq.,  who  has  held  his  post  for  more  than  twenty 
years.  During  four  months  of  the  past  Season,  a 
school  for  the  instruction  of  adults,  and  others  who 
cannot  be  admitted  into  the  public  schools  of  the  city, 
has  been  held  in  the  vestry,  four  evenings  of  each 
week,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  R  G.  Valentine, 
assisted  by  twenty-six  ladies  and  twenty  gentleooen, 
who  have  volunteered  their  services.  Great  credit  is 
due  to  the  Eev.  Messrs.  Peabody  and  Gray,  by  whose 
efforts  the  school  was  established.  Mr.  Winkley 
bears  emphatic  testimony  to  the  necessity  of  caution 
in  alms^giving,  to  prevent  its  doing  great  harm.  His 
Beport  is  as  follows :  — 

MR.  WINKLEY'8  REPORT. 

7b  the  Exemtive  ComnUtUe* 

Gemtlekkt,  —  It  is  rery  difficult  to  report  upon  the  same  plan  of  opera- 
tions year  after  year,  and  not  render  a  Report  either  mere  repetition  or  dry 
statistical  statements.  I  hare  therefore  ventured  to  throw  what  I  have  to 
say  into  the  form  of  a  diary»  hoping  to  accomplish  thereby  a  double  object,  — 
to  render  it  intetetting  as  a  stattement  of  fiiet^  and  bring  my  work  Tividly 
before  yon.  Hoping  it  may  meet  your  approTal,  I  remain.  Gentlemen,  very 
truly  yours,  8.  H.  Wxnxuit. 

xoirDA.T. 

A  long  procession  of  boys  and  girls,  with,  here  and  there,  a  lazy- 
looking  man  or  a  ragged  woman,  has  called  at  the  door  this 
morning,  as  usual,  with  one  and  the  same  request,  *'Any  cold 
yictnals  ?  "  They  do  not  all  look  eager  for  labor,  though  they  all 
protest  against  the  scarcity  of  work.  A  shrewd  domestic  replies, 
** Certainly,  you  shall  be  fed;  but  first  bring  a  basket  of  kin- 
dlings." Only  one  returned  to  receive  not  charity,  but  pay  for  his 
labor ;  and  he,  of  course,  was  cared  for. 

Here  was  a  good  hint  given  me  by  a  worthy  assistant;  and 
I  determine  lo  profit  by  it    Monday  I  make  no  calls,  unless  some 
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•xtraioa  case  dflmands  my  attentioA.  The  day  is  devoted  to  **  odds 
aad  ends,"  which,  if  not  fiiithfuUy  cared  for  weekly,  would  prerent 
all  things  from  heing  done  ^*  with  decency  and  in  order,''  and  would 
greatly  retard  the  week's  work.  The  congregation  ascertain  this 
ftct;  and  they  seem  to  have  much  the  same  kind  of  business  to 
attend  to,  and  so  deem  it  wise,  perhaps,  to  come  and  have  it  all 
done  at  once.  This  day,  therefore,  is  far  from  a  leisure-day^  But 
the  hint  of  the  morning  must  not  be  forgotten.  As,  one  after 
another,  therefore,  of  the  "  children  of  larger  growth  "  came  for  aid, 
I  determined,  if  not  to  ask  for  kindlings,  yet  to  desire  somewhat 
for  which  I  could  pay  them.  It  has  had  a  wonderful  e£foct.  The 
really  Industrious  have  been  separated  from  the  idle ;  and  the  idle 
lunre  ceased  to  come.  Another  object,  still  better  than  either,  has 
been  attained,  viz.  the  worthy  poor  hare  been  aided  without  iiy  ury 
or  beggary.  Benevolent  workshops,  like  the  one  under  the  charge 
of  Mrs.  Bigelow  in  Lynde-street,  must  accomplbh  much  good  in 
this  way.  Let  it  not  be  imagined  that  this  is  the  only  or  larger 
dass  of  callers  for  the  day.  I  am  happy  to  say,  this  class  from  my 
own  people  diminishes  daily.  The  most  that  I  now  have,  I  mean 
of  house-callers,  are  among  comparatively  new  families.  Others 
have  come  to-day  for  counsel  or  religious  conversation,  and  the  like. 
The  day  is  drawing  to  a  close ;  the  budget  of  the  day  has  been 
disposed  off,  the  calls  of  the  needy  answered  with  work;  and 
some  words,  I  trust,  have  been  spoken  to  gladden  and  bless  human 
hearts. 

It  only  remains  to  attend  the  meeting  for  the  eyening.  If  it  is 
the  first  Monday  of  the  month,  it  is  the  Teachers'  meeting  of  the 
Howard  Sunday  School ;  if  the  second  or  fourth,  that  of  the  Boston 
Association  of  Ministers ;  if  the  third,  the  meeting  of  the  Sunday- 
school  Teachers'  Institute.  On  this  same  evening  meet  the  Teach- 
ers' Sewing  Circle,  and  the  Sewing  Circle  of  the  older  pupils. 

TUESDAY. 

This  day  is  devoted  to  the  sick  and  afflicted.  Sometimes  one  or 
two  days  in  the  week  are  not  sufficient  for  this  work.  Since  the 
first  of  January,  I  have  had  from  twenty  to  thirty  upon  the  sick- 
list  nearly  all  the  time.  This  very  much  impedes  my  progress 
in  regalar  calling.  I  leave  home  at  nine,  and  call  until  two 
o'dock. 
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At  my  firtt  call,  found  Mr.  A.  Teiy  low,  —  diBease  lung-fever. 
He  has  been  an  intemperate  man,  and  otherwise  irregular.  He 
fears  he  shall  not  recover,  which  gives  him  much  anxiety.  '*  Would 
you  like  to  be  a  child  of  Qod,  and  so  feel  safe  in  trusting  yourself 
in  his  hands  ?  "  I  asked.  The  sick  man,  remembering  how  far  he 
had  been  from  Ood,  replied  with  tears,  '*  O  yes ;  but  Ood  does  not 
know  me."  ''  God's  hand  is  not  shortened,'*  I  replied,  '*  that  he 
cannot  save ;  neither  is  his  ear  heavy,  that  he  cannot  hear ;  but 
your  sins  have  separated  you  from  God.  If  you  desire  him,  though 
your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  he  will  make  them  like  snow ;  though  they 
be  red  like  crimson,  he  will  make  them  as  wool." 

The  next  was  a  person  in  the  first  stages  of  consumption.  **  I  have 
harmed  no  one ;  1  am  as  good  as  others ;  better,  I  hope,  than  some 
professors  that  I  know  of,"  she  said  when  I  asked  her  concerning 
her  spiritual  state.  '*  But  you  are  about  joining  a  family  of  angels. 
Are  you  so  like  them  that  they  will  meet  your  arrival  with  joy,  and 
greet  you  as  a  loved  companion  ?  You  are  about  leaving  the  world : 
has  each  day  witnessed  some  effort  of  yours,  to  add  to  human  hap- 
piness by  working  for  human  redemption  ?  "  **  I  had  not  thought 
of  that,"  she  answered. 

The  third  was  a  family  in  affliction.  *'  My  poor  boy  is  dead." 
*'  I  trust  not,"  I  answered.  **  Immortality  is  the  destiny  of  the 
human  family.  We  cannot  commit  suicide,  if  we  would.  The 
body  is  all,  even  of  the  bad,  which  ceases  to  exist.  Your  boy 
lives."  *' Shall  I  ever  see  him  again ? ''  "I  think  so,'*  I  replied; 
**  there  was  one  promise  of  re-union.  Jesus  said  to  his  disciples, 
*  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  unto  myself;  that  where  I  am, 
there  ye  may  be  also.'  " 

And  thus  passed  the  morning.  Four  more  calls  brought  me  to 
two  o'clock;  and  I  return  home.  From  three  to  six  o'clock  I 
receive  calls,  and  study.  These  calls  are  mostly  for  religious  con- 
versation. 

This  evening  I  attended  the  class-meeting  under  my  charge. 
These  meetings  have  been  regularly  attended  by  the  members  of 
eight  families.  They  are  hoiden  at  the  homes  of  one  of  three 
of  these  f|imilies»  either  of  which  would  prefer  to  have  theih 
always.  Parents  and  children  attend.  The  hour  and  a  half  is 
spent  in  considering  the  difficulties  in  the  pathway  of  piety  expe- 
rienced during  the  preceding  week.  The  conversation  is  free,  and 
sometimes  confined  almost  entirely  to  the  children.    While  I  have 
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been  attending  tbis,  two  rimilar  meetings  bare  been  beld ;  one  by 
a  member  of  tbe  churcb,  and  anotber  at  the  bouse  of  a  member,  but 
nnder  tbe  charge  of  Christians  from  another  denomination.  The 
effect  of  these  meetings,  for  good,  is  incalculable:  it  is  evident 
upon  manj. 

WBBNESDAT. 

From  nine  until  two  o'clock  is  spent  in  regular  calls.  Of  course 
many  more  regular  calls  can  be  made,  during  the  same  length  of 
time,  than  special  calls.  In  a  regular  round,  families  are  taken  by 
neighborhoods ;  but  tbe  sick  are  scattered.  It  is  difficult  to  make 
more  than  seren  or  eight  calls  upon  the  sick  in  fire  hours.  It  is 
sometimes  profitable,  as  well  as  practicable,  to  make  double  that 
number  among  the  well.  I  do  not,  however,  pretend  to  give 
the  number  of  calls.  If  there  is  need,  I  make  long  calls ;  if  no 
opportunity  for  good  is  offered,  my  calls  are  shorter  and  more 
numerous. 

This  afternoon,  met  at  my  bouse  Our  Pastor's  Circle.  This  cir- 
cle is  composed  of  misses  over  ten  years  of  age.  Came  together  at 
three  o'clock.  Present  seventeen;  absent  three.  Opened  with 
extemporaneous  prayer,  offered  by  Miss  M.  and  responded  to  by 
the  circle.  Secretary  read  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting. 
Examiner  called  the  roll  twice :  first  time  to  ascertain  tbe  attend- 
ance ;  the  second  to  learn  who  had  been  perfect  in  obedience  to 
parents,  or  whatever  the  virtue  of  the  week  was. 

Books  from  the  library  exchanged.  Ten  minutes  spent  in 
general  conversation.  (General  business  was  attended  to ;  at  which 
time  Miss  M.  A.  was  admitted  a  member.  Miss  C.  volunteered  to 
open  the  next  meeting.  Subject  for  discussion,  ^*  Why  should  we 
become  Christians  ?  "  After  discussing  this  question  for  one  hour, 
sung  125th  hymn,  and  adjourned  at  five  oMock. 

At  every  alternate  meeting,  reading  is  substituted  for  debate. 
This  society  of  misses  have  made  much  progress,  not  only  in  the 
knowledge  of  right,  but  in  the  practice  of  it.  Through  their  aid, 
in  a  great  measure,  the  parish-library  has  this  year  been  completely 
renewed.  Every  book  has  been  covered  with  cambric ;  the  books 
have  been  assorted  according  to  their  subjects,  many  new  and 
▼aluable  ones  added,  and  a  catalogue  printed,  and  distributed  to 
^every  person  attached  to  tbe  chapel. 
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"While  this  eirale  have  held  their  meetings  at  my  house,  the 
eewing  school  tinder  the  charge  of  Miss  Fanny  'B.  Qvant  has  met, 
daring  the  summer  months,  at  the  chapel.  Owing  to  the  fact  of 
another  similar  school  in  Hawkins-street,  and  the  great  diffienlty 
of  procuring  teachers,  it  has  not  numbered  quite  as  many  as  usual ; 
yet  fifteen  teachers  have  met  sixty-five  scholars,  and  taught  them 
what  is  of  more  yalue  than  much  gold.  An  extra  exertion  may  be 
expected  to  extend  the  blessings  of  this  school  to  many  more. 

This  CTening,  attended  a  meeting  for  religious  conversation  with 
persons  not  members  of  the  church.  This  has  ever  been  one  of 
the  most  prosperous  and  interesting  meetings  under  my  chaige. 
From  the  attendants  at  this  meeting  comes  the  larger  portion  of 
the  truly  consistent  members  of  the  church.  Here,  as  dsewhere» 
will  always  be  found  from  four  to  ten  children,  as  desirous  to  leant 
as  adults. 

THirBSDi.T. 

The  morning  is  spent  in  the  same  manner  on  this  day  as  on 
Wednesday,  vis.  from  nine  till  two  o'clock  in  general  caUs.  Some 
persons  imagine  that  there  are  no  atheists  in  the  worid.  '*  But,'' 
as  D'Holbach  says,  '*If  by  atheists  be  understood  men  .  •  .  who  do 
not  and  cannot  perceive  any  thing  but  matter  essentially  active  and 
movable,  diversely  combined,  enjoying  from  itself  various  properties, 
and  capable  of  producing  all  the  beings  which  display  themselves 
to  our  visual  faculties,  ...  if  thinkers  of  this  sort  are  those  who  are 
called  atheists,  it  is  not  possible  to  doubt  of  their  existence,"  — -  at 
any  rate,  not  for  men  who  will  take  the  pains  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  thoughts  of  some  with  whom  I  come  in  contact.  Atheists, 
infidels,  scoffers,  present  themselves  much  more  frequently  than  is 
imagined.  In  many  cases,  the  men,  and  women  too,  are  what  they 
are,  because  once  they  imagined  themselves  to  be  pious,  nhen 
they  knew  not  what  piety  was.  Others  are  sceptical  because  they 
have  come  in  contact  with  men  in  the  church,  as  bad  or  worse  than 
themselves.  In  most  cases,  therefore,  they  are  suffering,  and  doubt 
the  efficacy  of  piety  to  bless  them,  because  they  are  utterly  ignorant 
of  what  it  is.  Much  may  be  done  among  this  class  by  patient, 
persevering,  kindly  efibrt.  More  than  one  or  two  such  minds  have 
I  seen  change,  within  the  past  winter,  and  rejoice  in  the  light  of  the 
Sun  of  Righteousness.    My  calls  have  become  exceedingly  attrao** 
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tive  to  myadf  from  the  very  iSict  that  fruit  has.  bean.borne,  not  only 
where  I  looked  for  it,  hnt  also  where  I  hardly  imagined  that  a  seed 
had  penetrated  the  enrface  of  the  eoil. 

This  afternoon  a  small  eirele  of  ladies,  from  the  teachers  of  the 
Howard  Sunday  Sohool,  met  me  at  my  house,  at  five  o'doek,— as 
they  do  once  in  two  weeks,— -to  report  progress  in  their  missionary 
operations.  Each  has  charge  of  from  two  to  five  families,  and  joy 
must  have  flowed  into  their  souls  at  tiie  result  of  their  untiring 
fidelity  in  mimstering  to*  the  physical  and  spuitual  wants  of  those 
under  their  diarge.  They  are  faithful  colleagues :  may  God  bless 
tiiem  for  it ! 

This  eveniag  I  met  a  daas  m  natural  theology  at  the  chapel. 
Before  the  formation  of  this  dass,  I  delivered  a  course  of  famHiar 
lectures  on  **  Pilgrim's  Progress."  On  this  evening,  also,  for 
one  hour  preceding  and  half  an  hour  after  the  meeting,  the  parish- 
library  is  opened  for  the  delivery  of  books.  The  library,  as  I  have 
already  said,  has  been  greatly  improved  this  year ;  and  the  result 
is,  that  an  average  of  eighty  volumes  are  delivered  each  Thursday 
evening.  Much  praise  is  due  to  the  librarian  for  his  very  valuable 
services.  Once  in  two  weeks,  during  the  winter,  the  chapel  sewing- 
drde  have  met  on  this  evening.  Once  a  month,  the  church  have 
a  preparatory  meeting.  The  church  has  this  year  printed  a  cata- 
logue of  the  names  of  the  members,  preceded  by  a  brief  history  of 
the  Ministry  at  Large  in  connection  with  Pitts-street  Chapel.  This 
has  accomplished  much  good,  in  deepening  their  interest  in  the 
place,  and  strengthening  their  attachment  to  each  other.  The 
class  in  natural  theology  is  the  fourth  one  of  the  kind  which  I 
have  had  under  my  charge ;  and  I  know  of  no  attempt  which  I  have 
made,  which  has  been  crowned  with  so  abundant  fruits  of  good  as 
this.  The  class  numbers  an  attendance  of  thirty.  Seldom  is  a 
member  absent ;  and  I  have  often  been  assured  by  individuals  that 
never  till  now  have  we  realized,  that  '*  in  God  we  live  and  move, 
and  have  our  being." 

FBIDAT. 

From  nine  until  two  I  make  calls.  These  calls  not  only  afford 
me  an  opportunity  to  lead  souls  to  Jesus,  which  is  of  course  my 
great  aim,  but  they  reveal  to  Jne  much  of  the  cause  of  poverty,  and 
mndi«  very  mndi»  of  the  evil  of  alms-giving.    Many  imagine  that 
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there  is  no  risk  in  giving ;  but  they  err.  If  ever  there  was  a  duty 
to  be  discharged  with  a  seal  according  to  knowledge,  it  is  this. 
Many  families*  which  when  first  aided  were  very  worthy,  have 
become  regular  paupers.  Some,  who  were  sliding  into  a  state  of 
dependence,  have  been  hurried  there,  and  made  unblushing  beg- 
gars ;  so  that  they  present  their  demands  with  as  much  coolness  as 
a  man  would  a  bill,  and  complain  if  their  share  falls  short  of  an- 
other's, as  though  they  had  been  wronged.  The  cry,  '*  We  can  get 
no  work,"  when  investigated,  is  shown  to  mean,  ^'  We  want  no 
work."  There  are  four  classes  which  I  aid,  —  the  extremely  aged, 
who  are  past  work ;  the  sick  who  are  friendless ;  families  where 
the  means  of  support,  for  any  apparent  good  reason^  is  suddenly 
cut  off;  and  poor  widows  with  small  children  who  are  constantly 
at  work.  These,  where  caution  is  exercised  as  to  the  amount, 
the  manner,  and  the  time  of  giving,  may  be  blessed  by  the  almo- 
ner. Idleness,  lack  of  domestic  tact,  and  intemperance,  are  the 
leaders  to  poverty.  The  first  is  the  chief  cause,  in  my  opinion. 
Remove  that,  and  the  other  two  will  be  essentially  diminished. 
Increase  that,  and  the  others  grow  rapidly.  I  am,  therefore,  deter* 
mined,  for  the  coming  year,  to  give  to  no  one  who  is  able  to  labor, 
without  having  somewhat  as  an  equivalent,  if  I  have  a  garment  re- 
manufactured  a  thousand  times,  or  employ  hands  to  do  my  neigh- 
bor's work,  without  receiving  pay  therefor.  If  persons  are  always 
employed,  the  Minister  at  Large  at  least  can  easily  ascertain  why 
the  income  falls  short.  I  have  found  loans  very  beneficial ;  and, 
although  I  often  lose  the  sum  loaned,  it  is  not  always  the  fault  of 
the  borrower,  and  never  produces  the  dreadful  effects  of  giving. 

This  evening  I  meet  a  class  on  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans.  At 
the  same  time  the  choir — composed  of  four  friends  who  kindly 
volunteered  to  form  a  quartette  in  our  aid  —  met.  We  owe  them 
much  for  their  kindness.  All  afternoons,  not  otherwise  specified, 
from  three  to  six,  are  spent  in  study  and  receiving  callers. 

SATUBDAT. 

This  morning  I  devote  to  my  preparation  for  the  sabbath,  and 
the  like  work. 

At  two  o'clock.  Boys'  Own  Club  met.  It  is  unnecessary  to  de- 
tail their  order  of  exercises,  which  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Circle. 
It  is  composed  of  boys  over  ten  years  of  age.    This  club,  with  the 
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Ciide,  did  themselves  mncb  credit  and  the  congregation  great  good, 
hj  the  beautiful  and  impressive  manner  in  which  they  spoke  a  dia* 
logue  prepared  for  them  on  last  Christmas  evening.  This  club  of 
embryo  men  are,  I  trust,  learning  much  which  may  make  them 
faithful  in  every  department  of  life. 

At  four  o^clock  the  children's  religious  meeting  was  held. 
Opened  by  singing  a  hymn,  and  prayer  by  one  of  the  children. 
I  read  the  record  of  our  last  conversation.  We  then  talked  upon 
this  subject,  —  Should  our  actions  or  spirit  be  changed  ?  Closed 
in  the  same  manner  as  opening.  These  are  truly  delightful 
meetings. 

This  evening,  attended  Teachers'  Meeting  of  the  Adult  Sunday 
School.  At  the  same  time,  the  larger  vestry  is  occupied  by  the 
adult  school,  as  it  has  been  regularly  for  four  months  of  this  sea- 
son, during  four  evenings  of  each  week.  It  was  through  the  noble 
efforts  of  Rev.  Messrs.  Gray  and  Peabody  that  this  school  was 
opened  last  year  for  adults,  and  for  those  not  in  the  public  schools, 
and  by  the  same  gentlemen  continued  this  season.  Not  only  must 
the  five  hundred  individuals  whose  names  have  been  entered  during 
the  past  season  as  members  of  the  school,  or  the  three  hundred  who 
have  been  regularly  connected  with  the  school,  be  more  grateful 
than  tongue  can  tell  for  the  sixty-eight  evenings  of  instruction 
given  them,  but  the  twenty-six  ladies  and  twenty  gentlemen  who 
have  voluntarily  associated  themselves  with  that  faithful  teacher, 
Mr.  K.  G.  Valentine,  in  this  noble  work  of  beneficence,  must  also 
join  in  their  expression  of  gratitude  for  the  opportunity. 

SUNDAY. 

In  the  morning,  I  take  charge  of  a  class  of  young  ladies  in  the 
Howard  Sunday  School.  This  school  holds  two  sessions  a-day. 
It  numbers  two  hundred  and  sixty  scholars  and  forty-eight  teachers, 
under  the  charge  of  that  well-tried  and  faithful  superintendent, 
E.  Cobb,  Esq. 

Once  a  month,  the  service  to  the  children  is  continued  with  sac- 
cess.  The  morning  attendance  upon  the  chapel  is  very  encourag- 
ing. Since  July  last,  I  have  preached  away  from  the  chapeL  but 
twice.  At  noon  I  superintend  an  adult  school,  formed  last  fall,  to 
be  continued  until  May.  Sixty-five  have  joined  this  school,  and 
have  attended  with  more  or  less  regularity.     This  school  has  been 
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BO  sucoeiifal,  that  I  think  it  will  become  a  permaaent  part  of  the 
sabbath  servicea.  The  afternoon  attendance  at  the  chapel  is  very 
good,  I  know  not  where  more  appropriately  than  here  I  can 
express  the  profound  gratitude  of  us  all  to  the  Fratemitj  of 
Churches,  for  thoroughly  and  beautifully  repairing  our  house.  We 
r^oiced  in  it  before,  but  a  hundredfold  more  now.  Could  we  have 
one  point  more  granted  us,  our  joy  in  this  re^>ect  would  be  com^ 
plete,  tIz.  nore  frequmt  visiU  from  the  delegates. 

This  erening  we  have  a  confierenoe.  It  is  always  interesting 
and  profitable. 

This  closes  my  week.  Time  would  fail  me  to  speak  of  funerals 
or  weddings,  special  meetings,  and  calls  upon  me ;  nor  is  it  neees- 
sary.  I  iisar  I  hare  said  too  much.  Some  things  we  axe  sure  of: 
through  your  kindly  generosity,  we  have  a  beautiful  house,  and 
most  constantly  do  we  use  it.  The  right  dass  meet  here;  for, 
doing  their  utmost,  they  are  not  able  to  contribute  more  than  the 
small  sum  accounted  for  by  our  finance  committee.  This  dass  are 
blessed ;  for  tkey  are  every  day  ceasing  to  be  dependent,  save  upon 
their  own  exertions,  are  becoming  acquainted  with  the  truth  as  it 
is  in  Jesus,  and  proving  their  love  to  God  by  becoming  better  hua- 
baods  and  wives,  parents  and  children,  neighbors  and  friends.  I 
thank  Qod  and  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  blessed  portion  of  my  life 
spent  in  this  miniatry,  and  trust  that  a  similar  work  awaits  me 
thioaghout  eternity. 


Dr.  Bigelow  has  no  chapel,  and  none  of  the  multi- 
&rious  duties  whicLgrow  out  of  the  connection  of  a 
Miaiflter  with  a  particular  religious  congregation. 
His  time  is  spent  in  visiting  the  poor  in  all  parts  of 
the  city.  He  has  made,  during  the  year,  thirty-three 
hundred  visits ;  and  the  calls  which  he  has  received 
at  his  houfle,  on  purposes  oonnected  with  his  Bfinis* 
try,  have  exceeded  six  thousand,  exclusive  of  the 
numerous  applicants  and  visitors  registered  at  the 
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Central  CMfice  and  the  Indnstrial  Boom  opened  to 
furnish  employment  to  the  poor.  He  has  also  dis- 
tributed twenty-four  hundred  tracts  and  three  hundred 
and  ninety  bound  volumes,  including  one  hundred  and 
twenty-fire  Bibles  and  Testaments.  He  has  above 
three  hundred  families  on  his  visiting  list,  besides  a 
much  larger  number  to  which  he  is  often  called  for 
the  performance  of  specific  services. 

Dr.  Bigelow's  Report  treats  at  length  of  the  grow- 
ing pauperism  of  our  city,  owing  mainly  to  the  crowds 
(tf  destitute  emigrants  continually  thrown  upon  our 
shores.  Many  of  these  are  regularly  trained  to  im- 
pose upon  the  charitable. 

The  following  is  an  abridgment  of  his  B.eport,  dated 
April  6,  1851 :  — 

DR.  BIGELOW'S  REPORT, 

In  making  my  annual  Report  as  Minister  at  Large,  I  regret  that 
it  Has  so  much  of  the  character  of  a  treatise  on  pauperism.  Circum- 
stances compel  it.  My  researches  and  observations  during  the  past 
year  have  brought  to  light,  under  some  new  and  saddening  aspects, 
a  vast  mass  of  suffering  indigence  scarcely  recognized  in  our  midst. 
At  the  same  time  they  have  disclosed  many  forms  of  seeming  des- 
titution assumed  by  the  undeserving,  which  have  been  used  too 
successfully  to  impose  upon  the  benevolent.  These  have  never 
been  so  frequent  and  shameless  as  during  the  year  last  past.  They 
have  become  great  public  pests,  inflicting  a  wrong  on  many  worthy 
and  needy  objects  among  us,  by  diverting  the  bounties  which 
should  flow  for  the  benefit  of  the  latter 

The  families,  chiefly  Protestant,  on  my  visiting  list,  exceed  three 
hundred ;  in  addition  to  a  much  larger  body, — aliens  and  others,  — 
to  whom  I  am  often  called  for  the  discharge  of  the  many  kinds  of 
offices  expected  of  the  professional  visitor  to  the  poor.  These 
embrace  every  variety  of  pastoral  and  charitable  services.  They 
hate  been  steadily  prosecuted  during  the  past  year,  so  far  a$  health 
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and  strength  allowed ;  —  interrupted,  indeed,  last  sammer  by  an 
attack  of  illness,  sadden  and  severe,  and  which  threatened  for  a 
time  the  most  serious  result.  It  occurred  at  a  season  when  the 
pressure  of  calls  from  without  was  the  least  urgent,  yet  compelled 
a  total  suspension  of  employments  for  a  few  weeks. 

My  book  and  tract  distributions  have  been  continued  as  hereto- 
fore ;  the  issues  amounting  to  twenty- four  hundred  of  the  latter, 
and  of  the  former  three  hundred  and  ninety  bound  volumes,  includ- 
ing one  hundred  and  twenty-five  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

My  visits  on  the  Sabbath  have  been  chiefly  made  to  the  homes  of 
the  sick,  afflicted,  aged,  and  infirm ;  to  those,  who,  being  debarred 
from  attendance  on  the  worship  of  the  sanctuary,  were  ready  to 
welcome  the  humbler  offices  of  piety  when  brought  to  their  own 
doors ;  and  there,  amidst  perhaps  a  little  family  group,  or  in  the 
dim,  quiet  chamber,  by  the  bed  of  weakness,  weariness,  and  pain, 
have  I  ministered  with  special  satisfaction,  in  the  hope  of  shedding 
solace,  light,  and  comfort.  Some  of  my  most  pleasing,  and,  I  trust, 
most  profitable  hours,  have  been  thus  passed ;  and  in  rendering 
such  offices,  in  endeavoring  to  strengthen  and  console  the  lone, 
feeble,  bowed,  and  sorrowing  ones,  to  whom  I  have  gone  with  the 
gospel  message,  I  have  seen  (and  I  thank  God  for  the  sight)  many 
striking  examples  of  faith,  fortitude,  and  resignation.  .  .  .  My  visits 
have  amounted  to  thirty-three  hundred.  They  are  less  in  number 
than  those  made  in  the  preceding  year.  The  diminution  is  owing 
chiefly  to  'the  illness  before  mentioned.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  business-calls  at  my  house,  on  purposes  connected  with  my 
Ministry,  have  greatly  increased,  amounting  to  more  than  six 
thousand ;  exclusive  of  the  numerous  visitors  and  applicants  regis- 
tered at  the  Central  Office,  or  at  our  Industrial  Room  opened  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  employment  to  the  poor.  Of  the  latter  I 
propose  to  speak  hereafter 

The  demands  of  the  multitudes  of  aliens  thrown  upon  us,  starv- 
ing and  homeless,  have  absorbed  too  large  a  part  of  the  time  which 
I  would  gladly  have  devoted  to  the  service  of  other  meritorious 
claimants  naturally  looking  to  the  special  attentions  of  our  Minis- 
try. Great  numbers  of  applications  have  been  made  to  me  by  card, 
note,  or  personal  address,  for  investigations  of  particular  cases  of 
sheer  mendicancy.  I  have,  in  consequence,  been  obliged  to  sus- 
pend divers  duties  and  labors  in  behalf  of  the  poor  who  are  more 
properly  my  province,  —  employments,  at  once  more  congenial  to 
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mj  inclinations,  and  accordant  with  the  professed  higher  aims  of  my 
mission 

As  respects  the  Catholic  poor,  I  regret  to  say  that  all  endeavors  hy 
Protestants,  whether  clerical  or  lay,  to  ohtain  a  vital  moral  influence 
over  them,  are  met  with  increasing  suspicion  and  distrust,  —  often 
with  ill-disguised  disdain  and  aversion.  Any  attempt  at  the  exer- 
cise of  a  spiritual  watch  and  oversight  from  such  a  quarter,  is  certain 
(as  a  general  rule)  to  be  resisted,  either  by  the  subjects  themselves, 
or  the  priesthood  having  them  in  charge.  Yet  these  famish  most  of 
the  vagrant  mendicants  swarming  in  our  streets.  They  have  come, 
or  they  have  been  sent,  in  troops  to  our  Office  and  our  homes ;  and 
personally  I  have  been  besieged  by  their  applications  for  charities 
of  every  description . 

There  is  a  Laxzaroni  class  growing  up  in  Boston, — ^nay,  already 
grown  to  be  formidable  in  numbers,  —  composed  of  the  lowest  caste 
mendicants,  —  professional  tramps,  —  beggars  from  choice  and 
instinctive  habit,  —  lazy,  degraded,  reckless,  vicious ;  the  spawn  of 
the  workhouses  and  Unions  of  the  Old  World ;  or  the  trained  pau- 
pers —  native  and  foreign  —  raised  up  among  ourselves,  with  whom 
a  facility  in  getting  has  produced  an  insatiate  love  of  craving.  It  is 
a  mortifying  fact  that  even  of  ourselves  we  have  native  poor,  some 
of  the  lowest  grade,  lost  to  shame  and  self-respect,  who  are  the 
children  and  grandchildren  of  persons,  once  dependent,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  on  charity.  If  this  be  the  case  with  some  of  our 
native  population,  what  must  we  not  expect  of  a  people  whose 
normal  state  is  of  necessity  one  of  idleness  and  penury,  —  a  state, 
in  fact,  of  abject  want,  —  driven  by  hunger  from  their  earliest 
years  to  the  way-side,  or  to  the  doors  of  the  rich,  in  quest  of 
a  pittance  to  eke  out  a  wretched  existence ;  —  what  must  not  be 
expected  of  them,  when  at  length,  escaping  from  their  own  land, 
they  flee  to  these  shores?  Must  they  not  bring  their  habits, 
unchanged?  Andy  knowing  no  occupation  but  that  of  beggary, 
will  they  not  instinctively  practise  it  ?  It  is  found  even  thus,  —  I 
speak  of  the  many,  though  not  all.  They  may  ask  for  work;  but 
give  it,  and  they  are  like  children,  —  incompetent  to  perform  it.  It 
is  charity  they  really  seek  as  an  only  resource  in  their  imbecility 
and  destitution.  But  it  is  charity  from  private  hands,  the  charity 
which  interferes  not  with  their  liberty  to  range  abroad  as  they 
choose.  Talk  to  them  of  the  Poor-house,  and  they  associate  with 
it  all  the  disagreeable  features  of  the  prison-like  Unions  of  their 
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ntLihe  land.  Added  to  whicb  is  the  horror,  if  placed  there,  of 
being  exiled,  as  they  fear,  from  their  priests ;  and  "  they  wiU  sooner 
die  in  the  streets*'  (such  is  their  language)  than  go  to  Deer 
Island  or  South  Boston.  Yet  the  public  institutions  there  are  main- 
tained at  vast  cost  to  the  tax-paying  portion  of  our  citizens ;  the 
poor-houses  with  their  several  departments  in  those  places  entailing 
A  charge  annually  of  ninety  thousand  dollars  upon  us ;  whilst  our 
Overseers  are  disbursing  a  yearly  sum  more,  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  to  needy  applicants  outside.  What  can  a  few  hundred 
dollars  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministers  of  your  appointment,  given  by 
the  voluntary  liberality  of  a  few  philanthropic  individuals,'*^ 
what  can  such  comparatively  small  sum  do  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
crowd  of  clamorous  mendicants,  too  often  handed  over  to  their  care? 
It  should  be  mainly  used  for  the  relief  of  our  own  suffering,  silent 
poor,  the  cry  of  whose  distress  is  not  heard  in  our  streets,  nor  goes 
up  perchance  into  the  saloons  of  fkshion  and  of  luxury. 

Early  in  the  coming  summer,  the  extensive  establishment  at  Deer 
Island  is  expected  to  be  finished.  It  will  be  capable  of  accommo- 
dating, in  connection  with  other  structures  on  the  island,  upwards  of 
two  thousand  inmates.  When  it  is  completed,  the  most  obtrusive 
mendicants  that  now  infest  our  streets  may  be  safely  directed  thi- 
ther ;  assured  that  (if  really  in  need)  they  will  find  ample  provision 
made  for  their  wants^  along  with  every  reasonable  comforts   .     . 

The  charitable  are  often  greatly  deceived  by  the  outward  appear- 
ance of  the  objects  of  their  commiseration.  The  coarse  and  tattered 
garb  is  frequently  assumed  to  cloak  imposture ;  and  the  piteous 
tale,  uttered  with  all  the  air  of  simplicity  and  candor,  proves  not 
seldom  to  be  wholly  or  in  the  main  fictitious. 

Under  the  better  aspects  of  the  case,  where  destitution  is  real, 
and  its  representations  not  to  be  gainsaid,  there  is  a  common  error 
of  judgment  in  applying  the  same  standard  in  estimating  the  suffer- 
ings of  privation  to  all  indiscriminately;  —  forj^xample,  to  an  im- 
ported Irish  pauper  and  the  poor  of  our  own  people.  What  the  lat- 
ter would  most  acutely  and  painfully  feel,  the  former  might  be  quite 
indifferent  to,  being  accustomed  all  his  days  to  the  rudest  and  scan- 
tiest fare  and  lodgings.  The  visitor  to  his  dreary  apartment,  looking 
round  on  its  bare  walls,  its  cold  hearth-stone,  and  the  half-clad  groups 
about  him,  -^  pities,  -^  deeply  pities,  —  as  he  g^zes.  He  sees,  as  he 
thinks,  that  every  thing  is  to  be  supplied,  —  food  and  fuel,  furniture 
and  clothing ;  and  the  first,  he  imagines,  must  be  of  manifold  varieties. 
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The  profoseneM  with  irhieh  audi  artides  are  not  vnfraquently  he- 
stowed, —  dictated  by  the  wannth  of  an  unwise,  miscalculating 
compassion,-— is  prodnctiTe  of  many  evils.  It  begets  extravagant 
notions  and  expectations  in  the  recipient.  It  fosters,  nay  rivets,  his 
besetting  vice  of  dependence.  It  is  a  bribe  to  the  very  mendicancy 
brought  along  with  him  to  the  land  of  Us  adoption,  encouraging  a  re- 
liance thereon  as  both  an  easier  and  more  gainful  method  of  liveli- 
hood than  the  alternative  of  patient,  honest,  hard-toiling  industry. 

Now,  this  is  wrong ;  a  doing  of  wrong,  though  from  the  best  of 
motives.  Charity  itself  is  not  subserved  thereby.  Its  ends  are 
almost  certain  to  be  practically  defeated.  We  may  do  harm,  much 
harm,  by  too  great  kindness.  Our  endeavor  should  be  — -  next  to  the 
immediaterelief  of  pressing  physical  want — to  raise  up  the  poor  man 
from  his  sunken  condition,  — -  from  a  degrading  sense  as  well  as  state 
of  dependence,-— to  self-respect,  self-reliance,  and  an  emulation  of 
those  manly  qualities  and  efforts  which  can  alone  set  him  on  the 
level  of  a  true  and  proper  humanity.  It  is  a  mawkish  philan- 
thropy which  aims  otherwise ;  which  gives,  however  largely  and 
liberally,  irrespective  of  consequences,  and  looks  not  to  the  higher 
and  enduring  advantage  of  the  subject 

From  the  speculations  and  theories  of  some,  it  would  seem  to 
be  thought  that  poverty  is  an  evil  which  might  be  wholly  banished 
from  the  earth ;  that,  under  a  wiser  distributive  system  of  charities, 
mum  and  efficient  relief  might  be  secured  to  every  one  in  need ; 
that  remunerative  labor  might  be  furnished  to  the  masses  now 
unemployed ;  or,  to  such  as  chose  to  migrate  to  distant  quarters, 
that  a  way  might  be  opened  and  adequate  means  provided  to  bear 
them  thither.  Precedents  are  dted  from  the  experience  of  the  Old 
World,  —  the  results  in  populous  cities  of  vigorous  measures  for 
tbeiSKpalsion  of  mendicant  poverty ;  but  where,  unfortunately  for 
the  argument,  pauperism  has  not  ceased,  but  been  only  driten  in ; 
where,  shrunk  from  the  public  gaze,  *—  obliged  to  hide  its  offen- 
siveness  in  dark  oomers,  —  it  still  exists  in  its  old  dreadful  vigor, 
or  with  a  pressure  hut  partially  abated  by  the  patronizing  bounty 
of  the  State.  Again,  the  problem  has  been  there  undertaken  to  be 
worked  out  in  places  where  despotism  reigns,  and  where  the  muni- 
cipal and  local  authorities  are  clothed  with  powers  unknown  under 
our  civil  institutions.  Berlin  is  one  such  city,  —  a  strong-hold  of 
absolutism,  whose  people  are  essentially  homogeneous,  —  a  fixed 
population,  jMaroely  varying  from  year  to  year,  and  where  calcula- 
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tions  may  be  formed  on  some  safe  basis  in  respect  to  its  proper 
treatment. 

But  how  different  the  state  of  things  in  Boston,  —  with  floods  of 
foreign  paupers  annually  poured  in  upon  it !  The  main  body  of  these 
living  tides,  indeed,  rolls  on,  seeking  the  interior.  But  here  with  us 
is  left  the  sediment  from  every  advancing  wave.  Pauperism  among 
us,  as  all  must  see,  is  a  great,  a  gigantic  mischief;  but  it  has  sud- 
denly become  such  chiefly  from  causes  wholly  extraneous  to  our- 
selves. The  irruption,  of  late  become  so  formidable,  and  which  has 
swelled  with  such  frightful  rapidity,  began  but  a  few  years  ago.* 
It  has  gained  such  head  that  to  think  to  withstand  it,  or  meet 
the  wants  of  the  shoals  of  the  destitute  borne  in  by  the  streams 
of  emigration,  —  to  think  to  do  this  by  means  of  private  bene- 
volent agencies,  the  charities  of  individuals  or  societies,  —  is  futile. 
The  City  cannot  adequately  do  it.  The  Commonwealth  shortly  must 
hold  back  its  hand.  The  best  hope  we  may  cherish  is,  that  neces- 
sity, ere  long,  must  drive  these  crowds  elsewhere,  —  to  the  broad 
prairies  and  fertile  lands  of  the  West ;  but  it  may  be  a  question, 
whether,  even  in  assisting  such  migration,  we  may  not  invite  fresh 
throngs  of  exiles  from  other  lands,  who  will  use  Boston  as  a  step- 
ping-stone on  their  inland  journey,  —  leaving,  as  now,  their  weak 
and  helpless  ones  behind,  to  subsist  on  our  bounty. 

I  am  sorry  to  indulge  in  this  strain.  In  some  former  Reports 
I  have  expressed  myself  more  hopefully  of  this  part  of  our  popula- 
tion. But  the  recent  prodigious  influx  of  emigrants  among  us,  — 
many  of  them  impoverished  and  degraded  to  the  lowest  degree, 
—amounting  altogether  to  seventy  thousand,  brought  into  Boston 
by  sea  and  land  during  the  last  two  years,  (of  whom  a  sixth  part  may 
be  assumed  as  remaining  to  be  mixed  up  with  us,  and  daily  fur- 
nishing much  of  the  vagrant  mendicancy  which  we  see  and  deplore,) 
—  has  modified  essentially  some  former  and  more  favorable  antici- 
pations  

Apprehending,  at  the  beginning  of  winter,  new  and  increased  de- 
mands upon  our  charities  from  the  quarter  last  alluded  to,  and  know- 

«  In  1838,  the  number  of  foreign  passengers  of  every  descziption  arrived 
at  the  port  of  Boston  was  1769.  la  1860,  as  shown  by  the  Commissioner's 
Report,  the  number  of  aliens  brought  in  by  taa  was  30,075 ;  and  10,786  more 
are  ascertained  to  have  been  introduced  by  railroads  and  otherwise,  during 
the  space  of  eight  months,  vis.  from  May  to  December.  The  total  nomber 
of  foreigners  arrived  in  Boston  during  1860  was  probably  44,000. 
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iBg  the  impoMihilitj  of  gtving  parsomd  attention,  by  Tisitingy  to 
the  crowd  of  applicants  likely  to  appear,  if  invited  in,  it  was  deemed 
adTiaable  to  iasue  no  cards  of  reference  from  onr  Office,  except 
whan  specially  called  for  by  friends  and  patrons.  For  similar  rea- 
sons, no  appeds  were  nadey  throngh  the  pf ess  or  by  circular,  for 
eontribntiona  to  onr  fands.  We  quietly  awaited  such  offerings  as 
might  come  nnsolidted.  As  a  consequenoe,  oor  receipts  have 
been  mnch  less  than  in  limrmer  yean.  8ome  of  onr  friends  have 
remembered  us  with  diaracteristic  generosity,  and  that  unfaillog 
pnnctoality  which  has  always  distinguished  them.  Others  have 
forgotten  ns,  -^periiaps  waiting  to  be  reminded  of  ouj:  wants  by  a 
direct  call,  or  hearkening  to  the  numerons  urgent  appeals  to  their 
liberality,  addressed  from  other  quarters.  The  total  of  our  Office 
receipts,  since  the  first  of  November,  is  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  dollars,  being  not  a  moiety  of  what  reached  us  in  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  the  former  year.  To  this  is  to  be  added  the 
interest  of  the  Lienow  Fund  ($145.25),  which  defrays,  within  a  frac- 
tion, our  Office*rent ;  and  the  amount  of  benefactions  which  come  to 
na  throngh  the  winter  from  the  kindnees  of  our  friends,  the  ladies  of 
the  Tnckerman  CSirde.  These  have  somewhat  exceeded  the  average 
during  the  past  season.*  Nevertheless,  as  remarked,  our  means  al- 
together hare  been  greatly  reduced  in  comparison  with  former  sea- 
sons. They  have  never  been  so  disproportionate  to  the  urgent  and 
rightful  claims  npon  onr  charities  from  many  quarters.  We  have 
oonseqnently  been  obliged  to  exercise  a  more  watchful  frugality  in 
ai^ropriating  the  limited  means  placed  at  our  disposal, —*  to  the 
frequent  disappointment,  we  know,  of  meritorious  objects  whose 
wants  we  would  have  cheerfully  relieved,  and  the  equal  disappoint* 
ment  probably,  along  with  the  surprise,  of  friends  who  referred 
them  to  our  favorable  consideration.  Deducting  the  sum  set  apart 
for  outstanding  claims  and  obligations,  the  clear  balance  of  our 
funds  on  hand,  at  this  date,  to  meet  the  general  calls  of  charity 
upon  us  for  the  ensuing  season,  is  but  $14.59.  t 

*  We  have  also  grateAilly  to  acknowledge  some  valuable  donatioiiB  of 
goods  and  clothing,  placed  at  our  dispoaal  by  benevolent  individuals;  espe- 
dslly  an  order  for  $100,  in  articles  from  the  Needlewoman's  Friend  Society, 
given  by  a  generona  patron,  Thomas  B.  Waloa,  Esq. 

t  To  be  able  to  present  jo  good  a  mamifut^  and  save  oux  c^ce  from  jtwn 
insolvency,  we  are  indebted  to  an  unlooked-for  act  of  liberality  conferred 
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Of  the  funds  placed  at  my  discretion  for  the  bebefit  of  the  poor, 
a  part  has  been  used  in  conducting  an  experiment  commended,  as  I 
Conceive,  by  the  soundest  expediency ;  namely,  by  giving  occupar 
tion — useful  occupation,  at  fair  remunerative  prices,  instead  of  mere 
alms  —  to  the  worthy  and  capable  among  the  numerous  applicants 
Who  have  come  to  me  for  charity.  Work  of  divirs  kinds,  suitable 
for  female  hands,  has  been  provided  for  a  large  number  of  distressed 
fiBunilies  during  the  past  season,— given  out  to  be  performed  at  their 
homes ;  and  an  "  Industrial  Room  "  was  opened  in  Lynde-street  in 
October,  where  others  have  been  employed  in  various  branches  of 
ilidustry,  and  whence,  likewise,  materials  for  labor  have  been  dis- 
tributed to  the  needy  elsewhere.  The  number  of  persons  thus  use- 
fully and  profitably  engaged  has  fluctuated  from  time  to  time ;  but 
the  list  in  some  weeks  has  been  as  high  as  one  hundred.  Orders 
have  been  solicited  for  supplies  of  work  from  various  friends ;  goods 
have  been  kindly  contributed  for  manufacture  into  sundry  articles, 
(as  cotton  and  cloths  for  garments  to  the  poor);*  but  no  money 
has  been  asked,  and  none  has  been  expressly  given,  in  aid  of  the 
general  object.  The  expenses  of  this  department  —  including 
purchase  of  materials,  rent,  wages  of  assistants,  and  incidentals ; 
independently  of  sums  received  for  work  sent  in,  or  done  to  order, 
•—  have  exceeded  four  hundred  dollars ;  —  the  larger  portion  of 
which,  from  present  prospects,  is  expected  to  remain  an  unre- 
deemed outlay  (save  for  the  good  it  may  have  produced)  on  my 
hands.  Arrangements  have  been  made,  nevertheless,  to  continue 
the  experiment  upon  a  larger  scale  through  another  year.  And  for 
the  means,  in  part  at  least,  to  meet  the  expenditures,  reliance  is 
placed  on  a  generous  public. 

The  chief  direction  of  this  branch  of  charities  (it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  add)  has  been  committed  to  the  care  of  Mrs.  Bigelow. 


Mrs.  Bigelow  ministers  among  the  poor  of  her  own 
sex.    Her  great  object  has  been  to  encourage  and 

while  this  Keport  is  in  preparation,  —  in  the  smn  of  $100,  receiTed  from  a 
fonner  benefioctor,  —  that  noble  patron  of  every  good  work,  —  Samnei  Ap- 
pleton,  Eeq. 

•  We  hare  been  indebted  to  Amos  Lawrence^  Esq.  for  donations  of  this 
kind,  estimated  in  value  at  $76. 
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teach  the  poor  to  rely  on  themselves,  and  avoid  seek** 
ing  alms.  With  the  view  of  providing  work  for  them, 
and  of  instructing  them  in  the  way  in  which  work 
should  be  done,  an  <'  Industrial  Room,"  as  before  stated, 
has  been  opened  in  Lynde-street  under  her  superin* 
tendence ;  and,  if  sufficient  aid  shall  be  afforded,  it 
will  be  likely  to  effect  much  good.  She  states  that, 
during  the  past  year,  more  than  one  hundred  persons 
of  different  ages  have  been  removed,  by  her  instru- 
mentality, from  abodes  of  poverty  and  suffering  to 
comfortable  homes  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
or  to  places  of  useful  employment  in  the  city.  We 
present  ft  part  of  her  report :  — 
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I  eaimot  bring  to  you  now  a  large  amount  of  serricea  rendered*  or 
striking  results  attained.  For  my  aim  has  always  been  to  produce 
permanent  relief;  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  patient  toil,  much 
of  which  is  out  of  the  reach  of  observation,  and  can  be  dereloped 
only  by  time.  New  habits  cannot  be  formed,  till  new  principles  of 
action  have  been  established ;  and  these  require  oft^repeated  teach- 
ings. Among  the  hopelessly  poor  I  hare  not  lingered  or  labored, 
as  there  are  agencies  enough  already  in  their  behalf;  but  to  rescue 
those  whom  I  could  influence  from  their  poverty,  and  emancipate 
them  from  the  thraldom  of  dependence,  have  been  the  objects  for 
which  I  have  labored.  The  remedies  in  these  cases  are  as  various 
as  the  conditions  in  which  the  poor  are  found.  The  necessity  of 
■elf-exertion  has  always  been  the  main  principle  which  I  have 
tried  to  inculcate,  and  I  have  endeavored  to  convince  them  that 
external  aid  is  of  little  value  compared  with  self-dependence.  In 
many  instances  I  have  failed,  but  in  more  have  I  succeeded  beyond 
my  expectations. 

Never  have  I  met  with  such  hearty  thanks  for  any  service,  as  I 
once  received  from  a  husband,  for  my  successful  efforts  in  checking 


9S  sBvnmaans  askual  bkport. 

the  ahiift*8e6kifig  propensities  of  bk  wife^  and  wixuuBg  her  btek  to 
her  appropriate  domestic  duties. 

Poverty  is  not  the  only  evil,  nor  is  it  the  greatest  one,  with  which 
the  missionary  is  obliged  to  contend.  We  hare  what  ts  worse,  since 
it  is  one  of  the  most  fruitfol  sources  of  poveft7»--^Ixiieam  ignore 
OMce^  -—  not  ignorance  of  books^  but  of  useful,  eyery-day  work.  A 
knowledge  of  this  is  what  the  poor  especially  require  to  be  taught. 
Wives  and  mothers  know  little  themselyes,  and  their  children  often 
less.  They  eagerly  desire  the  eomforts  of  life ;  but  how  to  earn 
honestly  those  ex^oyments  tfaey  do  not  know ;  nor  is  dieir  ignor^ 
ance  in  this  respect  strange^  since  they  nerer  have  been  taught. 
Children  may  attend  common  schools ;  but  they  do  not  (I  allude  to 
female  pupils)  acquire  what  ought  to  be  common  knowledge. 

Some  useless  but  showy  article  of  dress  is  regarded  as  an  <^ject 
of  greater  worth  than  the  acquisition  of  thrifty  habits*  Not  unfre- 
quently  have  I  seen  trinkets  of  gold  on  the  person  of  a  daughter, 
whose  mother  had  been,  a  few  hours  before,  at  our  door  soliciting 
charity. 

A  room  was  opened  last  autumn  to  aid  in  blending  charity  with 
instruction,  and  the  result  has  satisfied  me  of  the  correctness  of 
my  views  on  this  subject.  Let  female  industry  be  better  encour- 
aged ;  let  higher  prices  be  paid  for  work,  and  less  expended  in 
alnuhgiving ;  let  new  modes  of  employment  be  provided  for  the 
fomale  operative,  which  will  yield  an  adequate  retnn  foir  setTices 
rendered;  and  a  good  work  will  be  begun,  and  mncb  suffering  pre> 
vented. 

As  soon  as  our  '*  Industrial  Room  "  was  opened,  many  persons 
avoided  us,  who,  in  former  seasons,  had  been  glad  to  neeive  abas 
without  work ;  but  more  remained  who  were  willing  and  lealous  to 
labor.  If  we  reoeive  sufficient  aid  and  encouragement^  we  shall 
persevere  in  this  experiment,  and  shall  be  able  to  accomplish  vmA 
good.  We  have  already  done  what  we  could ;  but  our  limited 
means  have  only  allowed  us  to  enter  on  the  threshold  of  the  work. 

Were  I  to  speak  as  I  feel  on  this  subject,  you  might  consider  me 
visionary ;  but  I  am  convinced  by  the  experience  of  the  past  few 
months,  that  incalculable  good  could  be  effiscted  by  opening  an 
establishment  where  instruction  could  be  given  in  useful  arts,  and 
useful  work  be  performed.  Many  young  women,  now  idle,  could 
be  fitted  to  perform  domestic  duties  of  every  kind ;  which  duties 
should  be  considered  accomplishments  of  a  high  order. 
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Am  tiiete  not  masy  fioniKes,  now  svfBoring  from  tbe  ignofance 
and  wattefolness  of  uneducated  domestics^  wko  would  welcome  a 
school  of  this  description  ?  Each  individual  has  a  faculty  for  some 
pursuit  or  lahor;  —  that  faculty  should  be  ascertained,  and  the 
Sttind  eareftilly  instrueted  in  whaft  it  is  best  fitted  to  learn. 

We  have  hones  ior  the  aged  and  the  young,  houses  of  refuge 
fox  the  penitent,  and  of  correction  for  the  impenitent ;  —  let  us 
have,  at  the  same  time,  a  school  for  all  ages  and  all  capacities, 
where  those  practical  lessons  can  be  taught  that  w31  prove  of  the 
highest  value  to  the  learner,  and  may  become  to  her  a  pearl  of 
great  price.  Sure  I  am  that  such  an  establishment  would  prove 
successful ;  and  hundreds  of  young  women,  now  crowding  our  slop- 
shops and  intelligence-offices,  would  be  benefited,  and  made  to 
exert  a  g^ood  influence  on  others. 

I  cannot  measure  the  usefulness  of  my  labors  during  the  past 
year  by  the  number  of  my  visits ;  for  they  have  necessarily  been 
limited.  My  acquaintance  with  the  poor  is  extensive,  and  a  con- 
stant and  familiar  intercourse  has  been  maintained  with  their  fami- 
lies. The  room  to  which  I  have  alluded  has  attracted  many 
whom  I  should  not  otherwise  have  known. 

More  than  one  hundred  persons  of  difierent  ages  have,  through 
my  agency,  been  removed  from  abodes  of  suffering  and  poverty,  to 
comfortable  homes  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  or  have  been 
placed  in  spheres  of  useful  employment  in  the  city. 


These  Beports  show  that  our  missionaries  have 
heen  well  employed,  and  no  one  can  doubt  that  their 
services  are  greatly  needed.  The  poor  of  the  Old 
World  are  rushing  over  to  share  in  the  abundance  of 
the  New;  and,  though  the  majority  of  them  may 
prove  valuable  accessions  to  our  population,  there  is 
a  large  mass,  ignorant,  vicious,  and  helpless,  which 
hangs  its  dead  weight  on  the  community,  or  is  active 
only  for  mischief    And,  even  without  these  foreign 
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ingredients,  vice  would  grow  rapidly  with  the  growth 
of  our  cities  and  of  our  prosperity.  Human  nature 
is  the  same  in  the  New  World  as  in  the  Old,  and 
republican  institutions  afford  no  talisman  to  protect 
men  from  the  evil  passions  which  they  leave  compara- 
tively unchecked.  The  united  efforts  of  the  wise  and 
philanthropic  are  required  to  maintain  that  amount 
of  intelligence  and  virtue  in  the  mass  of  our  people, 
without  which  our  liberty  will  prove  our  ruin. 

EDWAED  WIGGLESWORTH, 

Secretary, 

Boston,  April  10, 1851. 
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The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fra- 
TEKNiTY  OF  Churches  rospectfully  present  this  their 
Eighteenth  Seport  of  the  state  of  its  affairs. 

Eev.  Messrs.  Craft  and  Winkley  have  had  charge, 
as  heretofore,  of  the  chapels  in  Suffolk  and  Pitts 
Streets ;  and  Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow  has  continued  to  visit 
firom  house  to  house,  and  Mrs.  Bigelow  to  attend  to 
the  suffering  of  her  own  sex. 

In  compliance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Board  at  the  meeting  in  October  last,  a  meeting  was 
called  of  the  friends  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  at  the 
vestry  of  Rev.  F.  T.  Gray's  Church,  in  Bulfinch-street, 
on  the  14th  of  November  last.  At  the  close  of  the 
meeting,  it  was  adjourned  for  a  month  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Huntington's  Church.  On  the  12th  of  December,  a 
meeting  took  place  there.  On  both  occasions  there 
was  a  good  attendance,  and  interesting  addresses  were 
made.  On  the  21st  of  March,  at  the  request  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  Rev.  Mr.  Winkley  preached  at 
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the  Church  in  Freeman  Place  (Eev.  Mr.  Bobbins's), 
before  the  friends  of  the  ministry.  The  house  was 
respectably  filled,  and  the  work  of  the  Ministry  at 
Large  was  well  set  forth. 

In  conformity  with  the  authority  given  to  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee  in  April  last,  to  invite  congregations 
of  our  denomination  who  do  not  act  with  the  Frater- 
nity to  take  part  in  our  work,  invitations  were  sent, 
in  the  month  of  March,  to  the  Second  Church  and  the 
Society  worshipping  in  Hollis-street,  to  resume  their 
connection  with  the  Fraternity,  —  a  connection  which 
existed  for  many  years,  and  which  had  been  inter- 
rupted owing  to  the  difficulties  which  had  occurred 
in  the  internal  concerns  of  those  two  societiea  We 
have  not  yet  received  answers  to  our  applications;* 
but  we  have  strong  hopes  that  the  renewed  prosperity 
of  these  societies  will  dispose  them  to  aid  again  the 
good  work  in  which  they  took  part  so  long. 

Mrs.  Bigelow,  who  has  been  engaged  in  missionary 
labors,  on  behalf  of  the  Fraternity,  for  nearly  three 
years,  states  in  her  Beport,  which  will  be  submitted 
to  you,  that  she  shall  not  be  able  to  continue  in  the 
service  of  the  Fraternity  any  longer.  Mrs.  Bigelow 
has  devoted  herself  to  her  benevolent  work  with  great 
fidelity  and  success.  Her  resignation  is  a  source  of 
much  regret  to  the  Committee.  She  has  our  best 
wishes  for  her  success  and  happiness  in  whatever 
sphere  of  duty  she  may  occupy  herself. 

*  After  this  Report  had  been  read,  the  Board  heard  with  much  gratifioat^  a 
Btatemeni  that  delegates  had  been  ohoeen  bj  the  Seoond  Choioh  o&  that  very  di^,  •— 
a  ohuroh  which,  though  it  had  not  acted  with  na  for  some  years,  had  not  dissolved  ita 
ocnneetlon  with  our  body. 


.,    I 
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Mr.  Craft  states  that  his  congregation,  in  attend- 
ance at  the  Chapel  in  Suffolk-street,  has  somewhat 
increased;  and  that  if  all  who  call  themselves  members 
of  the  chapel,  and  avail  themselves  of  its  services, 
could  be  present  together,  all  the  seats  would  be  filled. 
The  congregation  is,  of  course,  fluctuating,  owing  to 
the  migratory  habits  of  the  poor. 

The  Sunday  School  is,  at  least,  as  full  as  it  was  the 
preceding  year.  On  pleasant  Sundays,  above  a  hun- 
dred scholars  are  present  Meetings  of  the  teachers 
of  the  school  are  held  once  a  fortnight 

The  Sewing  Circle  meets  once  a  fortnight,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  garments  for  the  needy.  The  kind 
assistance  of  friends  has  enabled  the  circle  to  do  much 
for  this  object 

On  the  last  Friday  evening  of  each  month,  the 
membeis  of  the  church  meet  at  the  pastor's  house, 
to  prepare  for  the  Communion-service  on  the  following 
Sunday.  This  meeting  is  attended  with  much  interest 
On  the  Communion  Sunday  in  March,  four  persons 
joined  the  church. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  religious  services  are  held 
in  the  vestry,  where  the  Scriptures  are  expounded,  and 
remarks  made  by  the  pastor  on  some  subject  of  prao- 
tical  religious  interest  Christians  of  other  denominar 
tions-  in  the  neighborhood  take  part  in  them,  and 
their  visits  are  returned. 

Neighborhood  Meetings,  for  conference  and  prayer, 
are  also  held  in  private  rooms  as  before. 

Mr,  Cruft's  Keport  is  dated  March  31, 1852.  After 
some  pre&tory  remarks,  he  proceeds  thus :  — 
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MR.   CRUFT'S   REPORT. 

My  convictions  of  the  need  of  such  a  ministry,  as  is  here  briefly 
described,  have  been  much  deepened  the  past  year.  Never  were 
the  wants  of  our  city  to  be  supplied  by  such  a  ministry,  in  bringing 
moral  and  religious  instruction  to  its  poor,  so  great  and  pressing  as 
at  the  present  moment.  The  number  of  its  agents  needs  largely  to 
be  increased.  Sin  abounds  in  an  appalling  degree  in  all  classes. 
The  love  of  too  many  is  waxing  cold.  Take  but  one  class.  There 
is  an  immense  work  to  be  done  for  the  crowds  of  children  and 
youth,  growing  up  among  us,  without  intellectual,  moral,  or  re- 
ligious culture.  One  of  the  great  primary  causes  of  poverty  and 
crime  is  the  want  of  such  culture.  .  .  .  Look  about  our  streets 
and  wharves,  and  troops  of  such  children,  of  both  sexes,  may  be 
seen  at  any  time  wandering  about,  filthy,  ragged,  begging  for 
morsels  of  bread ;  exposed  to  vices  in  which  they  very  early  be- 
come adepts,  and  advancing  from  smaller  to  greater  crimes.  .  .  . 
The  children  of  the  vicious  poor,  above  all  others,  present  the 
strongest  claims  to  the  attention  of  this  ministry.     It  ever  must  ^  •  . 

stand  to  them  in  the  relation  of  parent.  If  left  to  their  natural 
guardians,  they  will  but  augment  the  pauperism,  the  crime,  and 
wretchedness  of  the  community.  Your  missionary  has  endeavored 
to  do  something  in  this  field,  and  has  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
many  brought  under  the  influence  of  our  public  schools  during  the 
past  year,  made  regular  and  interested  attendants  there,  as  well 
as  in  the  Sunday-school,  —  the  latter  because  of  the  former ;  for  ** 

children  who  do  not  attend  the  day-school  can  seldom  or  never 
be  induced  to  come  to  the  Sunday-school.  He  has  visited  the 
homes  of  these  deserted  children,  and  had  counsel  with  the  indif- 
ferent parents  and  guardians  there.  It  is,  after  all,  in  these  homes 
of  the  poor  that  the  great  seat  and  centre  of  the  missionary's  in- 
fluence for  good  is  to  be  found.  The  remedy  for  all  the  idleness,  J^'  \ 
improvidence,  moral  degradation,  to  be  found  in  any  commimity, 
is  first  to  be  applied  there.  The  seeds  of  piety  and  morality  must 
take  root  there,  or  they  will  grow  nowhere  else.  The  masses  are 
alone  thus  to  be  reached.  .  .  .  This  was  the  teaching  and  practice 
of  Jesus  and  the  apostles,  and  of  all  who  have  been  successful  in 
winning  souls  to  Christ.  Acting  upon  this,  and  as  one  sent  in  the 
name  of  the  churches  and  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  your  mis- 
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Bionary  has  gone  from  house  to  house  to  impart  moral  and  reli- 
gious instruction.  He  has  given,  too,  temporal  aid  as  necessity  has 
required,  which  it  has  emphatically  done  in  the  severe  rigors  of  the 
past  winter.  The  situation  of  the  poor  is  such,  —  their  relations 
with  the  missionary  such,  that  he  finds  it  impossihle  to  separate 
physical  and  spiritual  necessities.  .  .  .  But  giving  alms  is  hut  an 
incidental  part  of  the  missionary's  work.  The  Ministry  at  Large 
might  well  he  supplanted,  were  it  only  an  eleemosynary  institu- 
tion. His  great,  all-ahsorhing  work  is  with  the  sauh  of  the 
degraded  and  lost,  —  to  fill  these  with  the  unsearchahle  riches 
of  Christ ;  to  hring  them  out  from  darkness  to  light,  from  the 
power  of  Satan  unto  God.  The  office  of  moral  and  religious  in- 
struction is  especially  committed  to  his  charge,  as  he  goes  ahout 
frt>m  house  to  house,  doing  good  to  those  whom  the  preached 
word  of  the  sanctuary  seldom  or  never  reaches ;  who  either  will 
not,  or,  hy  peculiar,  unavoidahle  circumstances,  cannot  go  up  to 
the  house  of  Ood.  He  threads  the  lanes  and  alleys ;  he  heats  the 
garrets  and  cellars  of  such ;  ferrets  them  out,  and  lahors  to  come 
into  close  personal  communion  with  them,  hy  deeds  of  kindly  sym- 
pathy, and  words  of  Christian  counsel.  In  going  thus  ahout 
among  the  ignorant  and  degraded,  your  missionary  has  not 
overlooked  the  importance  of  Tract  distrihuiion.  He  feels  the 
importance  of  this  more  and  more.  By  leaving  in  their  homes 
practical  treatises  on  moral  and  religious  suhjects,  pictured  tales, 
printed  maxims  for  the  younger  memhers ;  as  also,  and  first  of 
all,  the  word  of  God,  with,  now  and  then,  a  hook  of  prayers,  he 
has  heen  ahle  to  make  good  impressions  on  many  families,  and 
bring  them  out  to  the  house  of  God  and  to  the  Sunday-school.  It 
furnishes  him  with  a  good  theme  to  talk  ahout,  when  next  he  visits 
the  family  or  individual ;  or,  if  he  has  brought  up  some  matter  of 
serious  import,  he  can  deepen  the  impression,  by  leaving  behind 
some  treatise  or  tract  having  reference  to  the  subject.  It  would 
conduce  greatly  to  the  welfare  of  the  Unitarian  denomination,  it 
seems  to  me,  and  do  much  to  extend  their  reUgious  influence,  could 
they  imitate  the  zeal  of  other  denominations  in  this  respect,  and 
make  some  systematic  efibrt,  enter  into  some  responsible  organiza- 
tion for  the  publication  and  distribution  of  useful  tracts.  Let  them 
have  their  colporteurs  from  house  to  house,  and  from  district  to 
district.  Let  them  have  their  monthly  concerts  for  conference  and 
prayer,  with  reference  to  this  one  most  important  means  of  evan- 
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gelizing  the  hearts  and  homes  of  the  destitute  and  degraded  of 
our  city.     .     •     . 

Many  instances  of  the  beneficial  workings  of  this  ministry  the 
past  year  might  be  laid  before  the  Board.  .  .  .  We  think  we  may 
safely  challenge  any  other  portion  of  our  city  to  show  the  poor 
better  provided  for  than  in  this  southerly  section,  adjacent  to 
the  Neck.  Vagrancy,  beggary,  imposture,  have  been  greatly 
checked.  Many  who  might  have  been  paupers  for  life  haxe 
been  made,  by  seasonable  aid  and  judicious  management,  to  rely 
on  their  own  industry  for  support.  Many  have  been  recovered 
from  vicious  courses,  or  been  saved  from  fedling  into  them.  In- 
struction has  been  imparted  in  domestic  matters,  and  parents  been 
aided  in  the  management  of  their  children.  Order,  cleanliness, 
comfort,  thrift,  have  been  introduced  into  households  to  which  they 
were  strangers  before.  Better  than  all,  and  as  the  only  true  re- 
novator of  all,  the  Bible  has  been  carried  into  them,  and  the  young 
and  the  old  been  directed  to  their  Saviour.  Children  have  been 
brought  into  the  day-school  and  Sunday-school,  or  been  put  out 
to  useful  callings  in  the  city  or  country,  whereby  they  have  be- 
come better  helps  to  their  parents,  and  been  put  in  the  way  of 
obtaining  an  honorable  position  in  society.  Let  me  not  be 
understood  to  say  that  this  ministry  has  effected  it  all.  By  no 
means.  I  can  only  say,  that,  for  many  years  of  hard  labor,  it  has 
humbly  striven  to  bring  about  such  results.  It  has  had  able  co- 
adjutors. They  have  put  in  their  sickles,  and  we  can  all  now 
together  shout  our  glad  Harvest  Home.  The  "  South  Provident 
Association,"  by  the  thorough  districting  of  this  part  of  the  city, 
by  putting  in  wise,  faithful,  diligent  visitors  in  each  district,  has 
accomplished  much  in  a  little  time,  and  proved  very  effective  in 
carrying  out  the  great  common  ends  of  a  Ministry  at  Large.  Your 
missionary  is  grateful  for  the  help  he  has  received  from  these  visi- 
tors. Cases  of  temporal  need,  brought  to  light  by  them,  have 
revealed  spiritual  ones ;  and,  at  their  request,  your  missionary  has 
frequently  been  called  in,  and  been  made  thus  acquainted  with 
ftmilies  and  individuals  that  he  might  not  otherwise  have  found* 

CHAPEL  KINIBTBT. 

There  has  been  little  or  no  change  in  its  various  departments 
since  the  last  Report.    They  remain  in  at  least  as  favorable  con- 
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^dition  as  then.  The  labors  of  the  miniflter,  if  not  more  effectire, 
hare  been  none  the  less  rarious  or  onerous.  Our  sabbath  con- 
gregations, on  pleasant  days,  are  quite  respectable  for  numbers. 
They  have  rather  increased  of  late.  If  all  who  call  themselves 
members  of  the  chapel,  and  avail  themselves  of  the  services  of  its 
pastor,  could  be  present  together,  all  its  seats  would  be  filled. 
Changes,  of  course,  are  continually  taking  place  in  the  congregation; 
for  the  poor,  it  is  well  known,  are  very  migratory  in  their  habits. 
They  follow  the  courses  of  labor,  and  are  to  be  found  now  in  one 
part  of  our  city,  and  now  in  another ;  and  then  again  in  the  coun- 
try, wherever  there  is  the  best  prospect  of  work.  The  missionary  is 
obliged  continually  to  part  with  households  and  individuals  in 
whom  his  word  has  just  begun  to  find  lodgment.  The  first  step 
which  a  man  takes,  when  he  has  fully  made  up  his  mind  to  change 
his  vicious  habits,  is  to  leave  the  neighborhood  where  he  has  found 
his  associates  in  folly  and  sin.  It  is  right  and  proper,  indeed, 
in  most  cases  to  do  so.  Nevertheless,  it  is  discouraging  to  the 
missionary.  He  loses  the  fruit  when  the  blossoms  just  begin  to 
appear. 

SUNDAY    SCHOOL. 

The  Sunday-school  still  continues  without  a  Superintendent. 
The  pastor  supplies  the  place  as  well  as  his  other  duties  will  per- 
mit. Many  members  have  left  the  school,  as  usual,  during  the 
year ;  for  there  is  no  department  of  our  ministry  so  fluctuating  as 
this ;  but  others  have  come  to  take  their  place,  so  that  the  number 
belonging  remains  the  same.  The  school  is  at  least  as  full  as 
before.  On  account  of  the  unusual  succession  of  unpleasant  sab- 
baths the  past  season,  we  have  not  been  able  to  get  at  a  fair 
criterion  of  the  attendance.  On  pleasant  days  we  have  abovo  a 
hundred  children  present.  Considering  that  there  are  five  schools 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  it  is  quite  a  fair  representation. 
The  pupils  manifest  much  interest  in  their  teachers  and  the  school. 
They  are  very  eager  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the 
Library,  which  still  continues  to  send  its  healthful  streams  of 
knowledge  to  households  not  otherwise  so  blest,  and  is  no  small 
instrumentality  of  moral  and  spiritual  good.  There  is  evident 
improvement  in  the  personal  appearance  and  moral  habits  and 
sentiments  of  the  children,  more  especially  of  such  as  have  been 
any  length  of  time  under  the  influence  of  the  schooL    This  was 
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AQticed  aad  cononended  by  tbe  atrangera  present  at  our  last 
Anniversary,  on  the  third  Sunday  of  February.  The  large* 
chapel  was  filled  with  an  attentive  congregation,  who  were  much 
edified  with  the  pertinent  addresses  delivered,  and  a  new  impetus 
was  given  to  the  cause  of  Christ  and  of  Christian  instruction 
amongst  us.  We  would  that  our  little  home-band  of  faithful 
teachers  might  find  accessions  to  its  numbers.  There  is  a  wide 
field  of  usefulness  here. 

ETEITIKO  MSBTINQS. 

Our  Teachers'  Meetings  continue  to  be  held  once  a  fortnight, 
on  Thursday  evenings,  in  the  newly  furnished  room  connected 
with  the  vestry.  They  have  taken  the  form  of  Bible  Classes 
during  the  past  season. 

On  the  alternate  Thursday  evenings,  the  ladies  have  been  ac* 
customed  to  meet  in  the  same  place,  for  social  intercourse,  and  to 
make  garments  for  the  poor.  There  has  been  large  demand  lor 
these  during  the  severe  winter  that  has  passed,  whieh  we*  have 
been  able  to  meet  by  the  kind  assistance  of  friends.  ;     > 

On  the  last  Friday  evenings  of  every  month,  the  members  of 
the  church  have  been  accustomed  to  meet,  as  before,  at  the  pas- 
tor's house,  to  commune  together  on  the  life  and  teachings  of 
the  Redeemer.  This  meeting  has  been  attended  with  increasing 
interest.  On  the  last  Commimion  sabbath,  four  individuals 
came  forward  to  make  public  confession  of  their  indebtedness  to 
Chziflt. 

On  Wednesday  evening  of  each  week,  Religioas  Services  are 
held  in  the  vestry.  The  Scriptures  are  expounded,  and  hortatory 
remarks  made  by  the  pastor  on  some  subject  of  practical  religious 
interest.  These  meetings  have  sometimes  taken  the  form  of 
conference  and  prayer,  and  have  increased  of  late  in  attendance, 
and  in  serious  religious  interest.    Christian  brethren  of  other  S^ 

denominations  in  the  neighborhood  have  come  and  taken  part 
therein.  .  •  .  These  visits  are  interchanged,  and  the  pastor  has 
had  his  joy  full  in  communion  with  his  fellow  Christiajis  in 
their  own  fold,  who  always  give  his  presence  and  word  a  kindly 
greeting.  These  weekly  meetings,  midway  between  the  sabbaths, 
are  very  important.  Many  experience  there  their  first  convictions 
of  religious  duty ;  many  make  thus  their  first  acquaintance  with 
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tbeir  Saviour,  and  are  led  thence  on  to  make  a  public  profes- 
sion of  their  Mih. 

Neighborhood  Meetings,  for  conference  and  prayer,  have  also 
been  held  in  private  rooms  as  before,  as  there  has  been  necessity 
and  call  for  them.  These,  too,  are  great  helps  in  the  social  and 
spiritual  elevation  of  families  and  neighborhoods.  The  gospel  is 
carried  thus  to  those  who  might  not  otherwise  be  induced  to  wor- 
ship within  the  sanctuary.  These  meetings  are  commonly  held 
in  dwellings  where  a  number  of  families  reside ;  and  seldom  is  it 
the  case  where  they  are  held  once,  that  the  request  is  not  made 
to  hold  them  i^^ain. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  our  modes  of  action  are  similar  to 
those  mentioned  in  former  Reports.  They  are  not  many ;  for  we  do 
not  care  to  add  to  them,  nor  yet  to  vary  them,  but  rather,  with 
increased  experience,  to  improve  upon  them ;  content  to  let  well 
alone. 

Each  succeeding  year  in  the  service  of  this  ministry  gives  us 
new  faith  in  its  value.  Its  principles  strike  deep  at  the  root  of  all 
wrong,  both  in  the  individual  and  in  society.  Give  it  but  a 
place  to  stand  in,  a  field  to  work  in,  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice 
and  blossom  as  the  rose. 


Mr.  Winkley  begins  his  Report  with  stating  that 
there  are  three  distinct  institutions  connected  with 
the  chapel  in  Pitts-street,  viz. :  The  Evening  School 
for  adults,  the  Howard  Sunday  School,  and  the  Mini- 
stry. 

The  Evening  School  was  established  in  the  winter 
of  1849-60,  by  the  benevolent  efforts  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Feabody  and  Rev.  F.  T.  Gray,  and  placed  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  Valentine,  assisted  by  about  thirty  gen- 
tlemen and  ladies.  The  city  has  now  established  it  on 
a  pextnanent  footing. 
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The  Howard  Sunday  School  was  gathered  long  be^ 
fore  the  present  chapel  was  erected.  It  has  forty-four 
teachers  and  three  hundred  children  on  its  list, 
though  the  usual  attendance  of  children  is  less  than 
two  hundred.  The  teachers  meet  the  pastor  every 
Saturday  aflemoon  to  receive  instruction. 

Two  Sewing  Circles  are  connected  with  the  schools; 
one  composed  of  teachers,  the  other  of  the  older  pu- 
pils.  They  meet  monthly  to  help  to  clothe  the  poorer 
pupils. 

There  is  also  connected  with  the  chapel  an  Asso- 
ciation, meeting  monthly,  to  work  for  the  poor.  Some- 
times more  than  a  hundred  persons  come  together  for 
this  object 

The  United  Temperance  Club,  composed  of  a  part 
of  the  male  members  of  the  congregation,  is  active  in 
the  work  of  reform. 

On  Sunday  noon,  thirty  adults  come  together  for 
mutual  instruction  in  the  life  of  Jesus. 

On  Sunday  evenings,  a  meeting  for  exhortation  and 
prayer  is  held  in  the  chapel. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  from  twenty  to  forty-four 
persons,  not  connected  with  the  church,  come  to- 
gether for  religious  conversation. 

On  Priday  evenings,  a  class,  averaging  in  attend- 
ance a  little  above  twenty-seven,  pursue  the  Old  Testa- 
ment History. 

Our  Pastor's  Circle,  composed  of  misses  above  ten 
years  of  age,  have  been  pursuing  the  same  study. 

There  are  various  other  meetings,  which  have  been 
mentioned  in  previous  Beports;  making  the  whole 
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nnmber  nineteen,  of  which  Mr.  Winkley  attends 
seventeen.  He  also  spends  much  time  in  making 
and  receiving  calls. 

Mr.  Winkley 's  Beport,  dated  April  2,  1852,  is  as 
follows :  — 

MR.  WINKLEY'S   REPORT. 

There  are  connected  with  Pitta-street  Chapel,  three  distinct 
institutions,  viz..  The  Evening  School,  the  Howard  Sunday 
School,  and  the  Ministry. 

The  Evening  School  was  opened  in  the  vestry  of  the  chapel, 
during  the  winter  of  1849-50,  through  the  benevolent  exertions 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Peabody  and  Rev.  F.  T.  Gray,  for  the  instruction  of 
adults  —  and  of  children  who,  from  necessity,  held  no  connection 
with  the  public  school  —  in  the  conunon  branches  of  a  secular  edu- 
cation. The  school  was  placed  under  the  efficient  management 
of  Mr.  Valentine,  aided  by  the  valuable  services  of  about  thirty 
gentlemen  and  ladies.  It  held  four  sessions  each  week ;  two  for 
males,  and  two  for  females.  The  school  has  been  continued  through 
this  last,  its  third,  winter ;  and  has  been  the  means,  not  only  of 
instructing  hundreds  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  but  also  of 
improving  the  manners  and  general  appearance  of  the  pupils,  and 
fostering  their  self-respect.  So  much  has  this  institution  com- 
mended itself  to  the  approbation  of  the  public,  that  the  city  has 
rendered  it  efficient  aid,  and  made  it  a  permanent  fountain  of  use- 
fulness. The  pupils  of  this  school  come  from  all  quarters :  most 
of  them,  however,  are  entirely  distinct  from  my  own  charge.  To 
the  prosperity  of  this  noble  school  I  have,  from  very  necessity, 
contributed  little  direct  aid.  Its  founders  and  teachers  are  receiv- 
ing what  they  so  richly  merit,  —  the  warm  gratitude  of  those 
whom  they  have  blessed. 

The  Howard  Sunday  School  is  also  an  entirely  distinct  insti- 
tution. This  was  gathered  long  before  the  present  chapel  was 
erected.  In  £Eu;t,  the  prime  movers  in  the  construction  of  that 
building  came  from  the  teachers  of  this  school;  and  the  pre- 
sent faithful  Superintendent  (E.  Cobb,  Esq.)  has  seen  not  a  few  of 
the  first  pupils'  children  gather  around  him,  and  rigoioA  in  the 
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same  relation  wbicb  gladdened  tlieir  parents.  TKe  school  is  com- 
posed of  forty*four  teachers,  including  superintendents  and  the 
Librarian,  —  choice  spirits,  gathered  from  our  various  churches, 
coming  here  on  their  errands  of  love  to  bless  and  be  blessed; 
and  three  hundred  children,  with  very  few  exceptions  lambs  of  my 
own  flock.  These  meet  in  the  vestry  twice  each  sabbath.  I  have 
said  that  this  is  a  distinct  institution  from  the  ministry :  it  should 
be  understood,  however,  that,  even  if  the  pastor  of  the  chapel  hold 
no  other  relation  to  the  school,  he  ever  receives  a  hearty  welcome 
to  its  sessions,  and  to  the  meetings  of  its  teachers,  and  is  not  only 
permitted  to  cast  a  vote,  but  freely  to  express  his  opinion  upon 
ail  points  brought  before  them.  The  present  pastor.  In  addition 
to  the  above  privilege,  granted  ex  officio^  claims  the  honor  of 
being  one  of  the  teachers,  and  has,  for  more  than  five  years,  been 
made  to  rejoice  in  the  delightful  relation  he  has  been  permitted 
to  sustain  to  both  teachers  and  pupils.  Besides  the  two  ses- 
sions of  the  school  each  sabbath,  the  teachers  hold  a  regular 
Monthly  Meeting  for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  the  discus- 
sion of  such  subjects  as  may  be  thought  to  have  reference  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  school.  Although  these  meetings  have  been 
held  this  score  of  years,  they  continue  to  be  fiilly  attended,  and 
many  of  the  discussions  are  of  the  most  stirring  interest.  No 
band  of  teachers  is  so  fully  represented  at  the  Teachers*  Institute, 
or  wherever  the  prosperity  of  their  own,  or  Sunday-schools  in 
general,  may  be  promoted.  A  Weekly  Expository  Meeting  is 
held  by  the  teachers  on  Saturday  afternoon,  under  the  charge  of 
the  pastor.  Two  Sewing  Circles  are  connected  with  this  school ; 
one  composed  of  the  teachers,  meeting  monthly,  having  for  its 
object  the  aiding  of  the  poorer  pupils  by  clothing ;  and  another 
circle,  composed  of  the  older  pupils  of  the  school,  also  meeting 
monthly,  for  a  similar  object 

The  Ministry  is  the  third  distinct  institution  connected  with 
the  chapel. 

Concerning  the  object  of  this  ministry,  and  the  class  of  persons 
for  which  it  labors,  as  well  as  the  mode  of  accomplishing  its  object, 
there  has  been  a  false  impression  abroad.  I  had  never  dreamed 
how  extensive  this  error  was  until  within  the  last  year.  The 
Ministry  at  Large  would  be  a  noble  institution,  if  its  chief  object 
were,  as  some  suppose,  the  judicious  relief  of  the  poor,  or,  as 
oiliersy  thib  ttflre  vefimanatiott  of  the  eattremeiy  ^eiotts  i  but  liai 
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trae  aim  is  to  elevate  the  poor,  through  Chriatiamtj,  above 
poverty,  and  the  vicious  above  vice ;  to  pour  the  light  of  that 
knowledge  which  rejoices  angels,  —  to  infuse  that  spirit  into  men, 
women,  and  children,  which  shall  make  them  find  happiness  under 
any  circumstances,  and  to  be  a  fountain  of  saving  and  blessed 
influences.  The  Fraternity  erect  a  chapel,  and  send  a  minister. 
The  minister  finds  a  noble  band  of  colleagues  in  the  teachers  of 
the  Howard  Sunday  School,  and  he  thanks  God  for  them ;  but, 
good  and  faithful  as  they  are,  he  can  do  nothing,  until  one  heart 
from  the  people,  for  whom  he  is  to  labor,  beats  in  sympathy  with 
his  own,  and  that  too  in  the  relation  of  sheep  and  shepherd.  He 
may  distribute  money  to  the  poor ;  so  may  any  one  else,  as  well,  it 
may  be,  as  a  minister,  and  with  a  smaller  salary  and  less  labor.  The 
minister  may  do  other  benevolent  works;  but  he  does  not  begin 
to  devote  man^  till  some  one  from  the  flock  yields  to  his  influence 
as  a  minister  of  righteousness.  Just  in  proportion  as  hearts  are 
multiplied,  and  throb  the  quicker  at  his  words  of  truth,  and 
visions  of  good  brought  to  them  from  the  mind  and  life  of  Jesus, 
he  finds  real  co-workers ;  and  just  in  proportion  as  these  few,  first 
catching  the  idea  and  spirit,  stand  forth  beautiful  exemplars  of  a 
divine  life,  and  channels  through  which  the  word  and  the  work 
flow  to  others,  just  in  that  proportion  are  these  his  colleagues 
successful,  and  the  work  of  human  happiness  and  redemption  goes 
on.  This  is  the  work  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  and  the  relation 
whieh  I  and  my  flock  desire  to  sustain  to  each  other  and  the 
world. 

To  bring  this  class  of  people,  for  whom  I  labor,  more  distinctly 
before  you,  —  their  homes  and  themselves ;  yes,  and  their  connec- 
tion with  my  work,  — <-  be  kind  enough  to  imagine  a  certain  number 
of  families  and  individuals,  of  New  England  origin,  with  a  few 
from  other  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  a  very  few  from 
abroad,  —  these  last  so  Americanized  that  you  can  hardly  believe 
them  foreign ;  —  imagine  these  three  hundred  families  and  indi- 
viduals occupying  two  hundred  and  eighty  tenements,  of  from  one 
to  six  or  eight  rooms  each,  of  various  worth,  generally  neat  and 
orderly,  and  you  have  their  homes.  Imagine  two  hundred  and 
thirty-two  of  the  heads  of  these  families  finding  occasional  or  per- 
manent occupations  in  a  hundred  and  eight  different  trades  or 
modes  of  labor,  with  the  remainder  occasionally  or  permanently 
employed  in  what  they  may  find  to  do»  without  a  regular 
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tion,  and  you  have  the  source  of  their  fubsistence.  Imagine  the 
vast  majority  of  these  three  hundred  families  having  always  '*made 
the  two  ends  meet,"  or,  within  a  year  or  two,  having  attained  to 
this  independent  state,  —  with  a  few  laying  aside  a  small  sum 
yearly,  and  some  thirty  to  filly  families,  though  improving  yet, 
not  having  reached  the  place  where  they  can  entirely  do  without 
aid,  —  and  you  have  their  temporal  condition  before  you.  Ima- 
gine two  hundred  of  these  three  hundred  families,  having  no  place 
of  worship,  coming  one  after  another  to  Pitts-street  Chapel,  and 
locating  themselves  in  pews  which  for  the  time  are  theirs ;  the 
remaining  one  hundred  families,  though  not  worshippers  at  the 
chapel,  claiming  its  pastor  for  their  minister,  and  you  have  these 
three  hundred  families  associated  into  a  congregation.  One  fact 
more :  Imagine  their  children,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred,  in 
the  Howard  Sunday  School ;  another  hundred  in  other  Sunday 
schools ;  and  nearly  all  —  not  old  enough  for  trades  —  in  the  public 
schools,  and  you  have  the  children  as  well  as  parents.  And  this 
is  my  congregation.  As  distinct  as  I  have  endeavored  to  render 
this,  I  am  afraid,  if  I  should  leave  it  just  here,  the  false  impression, 
which  some  have,  might  not  yet  be  removed.  It  will  be  seen  that 
here  is  a  double  congregation,  an  in-door  and  an  out-of-door  flock: 
those  coming  together  upon  the  Sabbath,  and  having  a  regular 
existence  as  a  society ;  and  another  (the  out-of-door  flock),  a  mis- 
sionary ground  both  for  myself  and  this  society.  It  will  also  be 
seen  that  this  twofold  congregation  is  American,  and  mostly  New 
Englanders ;  that  all  of  them  are  far  removed  from  wealth ;  and 
though  in  Boston,  in  contrast  with  the  many  rich,  they  are  called 
poor,  yet  in  villages,  inasmuch  as  they  '*  pay  their  way,"  many  of 
them  would  be  considered  '*  comfortable  livers."  I  say  nothing 
of  the  number  of  families  who,  in  time  past,  have  required  aid ; 
but  at  this  time  not  one-sixth  of  these  families  are  dependent  upon 
aught  beyond  their  own  resources.  If  their  houses  were  entered, 
even  the  homes  of  the  poorest,  general  order  and  neatness  in  their 
apartments,  with  that  degree  of  intelligence  in  themselves  and 
children  which  our  public  schools  are  sure  everywhere  to  foster, 
would  lead  many  to  imagine,  —  and  the  same  in  their  Sunday  ap- 
pearance has  often  led  many  to  exclaim,  —  *'  Why,  surely  these 
are  not  your  people ! "  .But  "  surely  "  they  are ;  and  it  is  a  rich 
reward  to  the  Minister  at  Large  and  the  Fraternity  to  be  able  to 
say  that.    Poverty  may  continue;  but  filth  and  ignorance,  which 
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excite  the  pity  of  many  more  than  real  want,  cannot  long  remain 
where  public  schools  and  Christianity  find  their  way.    In  fact,  eco- 
nomy, neatness,  self-respect,  and  independence  are  among  the  first 
sure  proofs  that  Christianity  is  doing  its  work  among  my  fiock. 
A  mistake  has  been  made  with  reference  to  the  intelligence  of  these, 
similar  to  the  one  respecting  their  appearance  and  that  of  their 
homes.      Some    ministers    have   wondered   what  sermons   they 
can  find  specially  adapted  to  their  wants  and  comprehension. 
I  imagine  that  that  sermon  which  says  the  least  concerning  their 
social  condition  in  contrast  with  others,  —  for  they  as  a  congrega- 
tion never  think  of  it,  —  the  sermon  having  the  most  real  power 
in  it, — in  a  word,  that  one  which  a  minister  considers  the  best  he 
ever  prepared,  that  >is  the  sermon  for  this  congregation.     Such  a 
sermon  will  find  here  true  critics,  good  hearers,  with  less  of  those 
remarks  called  criticism,  so  common  in  these  days.      This  is  my 
congregation :  —  Americans,  intelligent,  neat,  and  orderly ;   and 
yet  in  that  temporal  condition  where  they  cannot,  with  all  their 
generosity,  raise  more  than  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to 
support  public  worship,  or  —  for  such  persons  are  generous  over- 
much —  they  would.     In  my  opinion,  this  twofold  congregation, 
which  I  have  described,  is  just  the  one  to  cause  the  Fraternity  to 
thank  Ood  for  what  it  has  done.    Noble  spirits  have  by  them  here 
been  gathered  under  the  educational,  reformatory,  and  regenera- 
ting influences  of  that  gospel  which  giveth  peace  to  the  world,  and 
real  life  to  existence.     This,  I  am  quite  confident,  is  just  the  class 
for  whom  the  benevolent  contributors  must  be  glad  of  an  opportu- 
nity to  do  more.    I  am  sure  that  it  is  just  the  people  to  whom  my 
heart  has  gone  for  more  than  five  years,  until  I  cannot  distinguish 
them  from  my  near  relatives  ;  and  my  soul  has  been  stirred  within 
me,  as,  times  without  number  during  the  past  year,  they  have 
given  me  responsive  tokens,  from  a  flower  or  book-mark  of  the 
children,  to  the  numerous  generous  gifts  of  their  parents. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  in-door  congregation,  that  is,  the  society 
worshipping  at  Pitts-street  Chapel,  as  I  prefer  to  call  them.  Let 
me  briefly  refer  to  what  we  do.  We  have  one  association  formed 
for  the  relief  of  the  more  needy  of  our  large  flock.  Once  a  month, 
a  hundred,  and,  sometimes  more,  of  the  old  and  young,  come  to- 
gether ;  and,  while  ingenious  fingers  work,  harmonious  voices  join 
the  full  chorus  in  many  a  song  of  praise  to  God.     What  is  here 
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manufactured  is  distributed  by  four  directors  with  wisdom  and 
Christian  secrecy.     Much  of  the  money  which  I  receive  from  the 
Tuckerman  Circle  (to  the  members  of  which  is  due  our  warmest 
gratitude),  Office  Fund,  and  other  sources,  goes  through  the  hands 
of  my  discreet  fellow-laborers  to  their  needy  neighbors ;  finding 
a  more  beneficial  and  judicious  application  than  when  even  the 
Minister  at  Large  distributes  it.    A  band  of  men,  calling  themselves 
the  United  Temperance  Club,  has  been  formed  by  two  or  three 
earnest  spirits  from  our  number,  and  is  doing  its  work,  not  only 
of  reformation,  but  regeneration.     On  Sunday  noon,  thirty  adults 
come  together  in  the  form  of  a  Sunday-school,  and,  part  as  pupils 
and  part  as  teachers,  instruct  each  other  in  the  life  of  Jesus.     On 
Sunday  evening,  the  word  of  exhortation  and  prayer  goes  forth, 
principally  from  our  own  band,  to  bless  a  waiting  congregation. 
On  Thursday  evening,  our  library  is  thrown  open,  and  is  well  used. 
Much  praise  is  due  to  our  faithful  librarian.     On  the  same  even- 
ing, the  results  of  thought  and  experience  are  given  to  instruct  and 
strengthen  others.    On  Wednesday  evening  regularly,  from  twenty 
to  forty-four  persons,  not  members  of  the  church,  come  together 
to  understand  the  Christian  life.      On  Friday  evenings,  a  class, 
averaging  in  attendance  a  little  over  twenty-seven,  have  been 
faithfully  pursuing  the  Old  Testament  history;  and  the  articles 
which  they  have  written  at  the  end  of  two  courses  show  that  it 
has  not  been  in  vain.     On  Wednesday  afternoon,  our  Pastor's  Cir- 
cle has  been  pursuing  the  same ;  and  I  was  astonished  at  the  last 
meeting  to  hear  one  of  the  members  read  upon  the  Jewish  ritual 
a  closely  written  article  of  twenty-one  pages  of  a  common  school 
writing-book.     It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  the  doings  of  the 
Boys'  Own  Club ;  the  Wellington  Debating  Club,  composed  of 
young  men ;  and  other  pleasant  gatherings.    Suffice  it  to  say  that 
we  have  nineteen  weekly  meetings,  of  which  I  attend  seventeen. 
There  are  those  of  our  number  whose  visits  to  the  sick,  the  af- 
flicted, and  the  fallen,  have  been  blessed  indeed. 

I  cannot  omit,  in  this  connection,  to  acknowledge  the  valuable 
aid  rendered  us  by  Mr.  Richard  Metcalf,  of  the  Divinity  School, 
Cambridge,  both  in  the  services  of  the  sabbath  and  the  Sunday- 
school;  also  the  very  kind  and  acceptable  manner  in  which  a 
quartette  of  our  friends  have  led  in  our  songs  of  praise.  Nor  can 
I  refrain  from  referring  to  the  very  prompt  and  attentive  manner 
in  which  Dr.  Charles  E.  Ware  has  visited,  without  remunera- 
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tion,  and  at  a  moment's  notice,  among  the  poorer  families  in 
sickness. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  lengthen  this  report  by  enumerating  my 
own  labors.  I  find  it  profitable  and  pleasant  to  occupy  every  mo- 
ment of  my  time  in  this  work,  and  could  easily  write  a  volume  of 
what  to  me  are  pleasant  facts.  I  attend,  as  I  have  said,  seventeen 
meetings  each  week,  receive  at  my  home  a  goodly  number  of  calls, 
spend  much  time  in  calls,  and  occupy  every  possible  moment  in 
study. 

I  can  truly  say  I  never  had  more  love  for  my  work,  more  hope 
for  man,  or  more  faith  in  this  peculiar  branch  of  a  Christian  minis- 
ter's labor.     Long  may  it  be  my  privilege  to  labor  herein ! 


Dr.  Bigelow's  fieport  states  that  he  has  made  above 
thirty-five  hundred  visits  during  the  past  year,  and 
distributed  many  Bibles,  Testaments,  tracts,  and  useful 
books  of  various  sorts.  The  severity  of  the  winter  has 
made  his  duties,  as  Visitor  of  the  Poor,  uncommonly 
laborious.  At  the  most  inclement  season,  his  visits 
among  the  poor  exceeded  one  hundred  weekly.  He 
thinks  that  the  ^^  existing  ordinances  respecting  the 
public  care  of  our  vagrant  and  destitute  classes  re- 
main too  much  a  dead  letter  on  the  statute-book." 
The  relations  between  himself  and  the  missionaries 
of  other  denominations,  engaged  in  similar  labors,  have 
been  'uniformly  friendly  and  gratifying.  His  disposa- 
ble hours  on  the  sabbath  have  been  chiefly  devoted  to 
the  performance  of  religious  offices  in  households.  On 
one  of  the  Sundays  during  the  past  winter,  twenty- 
four  such  visits  were  made  by  him  between  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning  and  seven  in  the  evening. 
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His  course  during  the  winter  has  been  this,  —  to  de- 
vote an  hour  or  more  in  the  early  morning  to  visits 
from  applicants,  then  an  hour  to  writing  answers  to 
letters  of  inquiry  on  subjects  connected  with  his  mi- 
nistry, and  reports  on  reference-cards;  then  he  has 
gone  abroad,  and  followed  his  missionary  work  till  one 
o'clock,  when  he  has  repaired  to  the  Central  Office  to 
meet  the  poor  or  their  friends  waiting  for  him  there ; 
then,  without  returning  to  his  house,  he  has  resumed 
his  missionary  walks,  and  usually  spent  several  more 
hours  in  this  way  before  reaching  his  home.  In  the 
evening,  he  has  recorded  in  his  journal  the  events  of 
the  day.  His  disbursements  in  charity  have  been 
;^1,129.04,  besides  orders  for  fuel,  provisions,  and  goods 
to  the  extent  of  150  dollars  more,  on  his  personal 
account; — and  1,500  dollars  received  as  wages  for 
the  execution  of  orders,  furnished  from  various  sources 
to  the  '^Industrial  Room,"  Lynde^street,  which  has 
been  established  and  sustained  by  his  efforts  and 
those  of  Mrs.  Bigelow.  This  last-named  amount  has 
been  paid  to  the  needy  workpeople  there  employed. 

A  great  many  persons,  he  says,  are  referred  to  him 
who  are  only  proper  subjects  for  the  Alms-house,  per- 
sons in  whom  the  moral  sense  is  almost  extinguished ; 
and  who,  by  indiscriminate  almsgiving,  are  encouraged 
in  idleness,  improvidence,  vagrancy,  intempefance, 
and  dishonesty.  He  knows  several  American  families 
which  have  followed  begging  for  three  generations,  and 
the  female  grandchildren  have  become  openly  licen- 
tious. He  mentions  one  of  these  families  in  which  the 
grandmother  is  living,  whose  appearance  sometimes 
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induces  persons,  of  whom  she  asks  aid,  to  call  at  her 
house.  Such  visitors  are  conducted  into  a  wretched 
room,  where  every  thing  betokens  extreme  poverty ; 
whilst  the  actual  residence  of  the  family  is  in  another 
part  of  the  house,  where  the  rooms  are  well  carpeted 
and  warmed. 

Dr.  Bigelow's  Report  is  dated  March  31,  1852. 
Owing  to  its  length,  we  present  only  the  most  impor- 
tant part.  After  stating  that  about  a  third  of  his  time 
during  the  past  year  had  been  given,  by  necessity,  to 
cases  of  mere  pauperism,  and  other  cases  not  strictly 
belonging  to  the  Ministry  at  Large,  hfe  proceeds  as 
follows :  — 

DR.   BIGELOW'S   REPORT. 

No  one,  therefore,  could  hail  more  cordially  than  myself  the  in- 
troduction among  us  of  a  benevolent  institution,  so  comprehensive 
in  its  aims  as  the  new  Provident  Association,  designed  to  take 
such  burden  of  ungrateful  task-work  from  the  hands  of  the  city 
missionaries,  and  thus  liberate  the  time  and  thoughts  it  in  a 
measure  absorbs,  to  be  given,  with  less  hindrance,  to  the  higher 
and  more  pleasing  functions  pertaining  to  our  office  as  minis- 
ters. The  delays  in  carrying  into  general  operation  the  plans  of 
the  Society,  prevented  the  advantages  looked  for  from  beginning 
to  be  realized  till  an  advanced  stage  of  the  season,  and  too  late  for 
much  practical  benefit  in  my  personal  experience.  From  the 
vigorous  promise  of  the  Society,  its  future  agency  in  relieving  the 
Ministry  to  the  Poor  from  the  supererogatory  duties  referred  to, 
is  a  source  of  gratulation.  But  again  it  may  be  questioned, 
whether  the  drifting  pauperism  from  the  cities  of  the  Old  World, 
pouring  with  constant  floods  into  our  midst,  should  fall  to  the 
chuge  of  that  or  any  other  body  of  assodated  private  phUan- 
thropists.  The  New  York  Society,  from  which  the  Boston  Provi- 
dent Institution  has  been  modelled,  explicitly  disclaims  such 
responsibility.     The  swarms  of  foreign  mendicants  which  infest 
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the  streets  of  that  city,  when  referred  to  the  visitors  of  the  several 

districts,  if  found  to  be  recent  arrivals,  are  at  once  turned  over  to 

the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Emigration ;  and  other  vagrants, 

who  statedly  receive  a  portion,  however  scanty,  of  public  charity, 

are  left  without  scruple  to  the  care  of  the  Alms-house  Governors. 

Hence,  notwithstanding  the  vast  influx,  year  by  year,  of  foreign 

paupers  into  New  York,  swelling  enormously  the  roll  of  beggars,  , 

the  last  Report  of  the  Society  of  which  I  speak,  shows  that  the 

number  of  its  pensioners  was  diminished  to  the  amount  of  1,260 

during  the  year  1850,  and  in  all,  3,560  since  1844.    By  this  sifting, 

the  Society  keeps  to  its  purpose  as  expressed  by  its  title,  namely, 

an  "  Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor ; "  —  the 

poor,  not  paupers ;   and,  of  these,  only  them  who  are  willing  to 

rise,  or  who,  not  being  recipients  of  the  city  bounty,  are  worthy  of 

a  helping  hand.  *  The  effect  is  beneficial  so  far  as  it  reaches  ;  and 

the  Society  is  deserving  of  all  praise  ;  but,  in  the  absence  of  public 

restraints,  vagrancy  and  mendicancy  continue  to  abound  in  New 

York,  and  must  still  do  so,  until  more  stringent  powers  —  (which 

are  there,  as  with  us,  loudly  called  for)  —  be  given  to,  or  exercised 

by,  the  corporate  authorities  for  the  suppression  of  these  crying  \ 

evils  ;   viz.  First,  by  the  absolute  prohibition  of  street-beggary  in 

any  shape ;  and,  secondly,  by  the  compulsory  removal  of  aU  the 

refractory  to  some  of  the  great  public  institutions  at  Ward's, 

BlackwelVs,  and  Randall's  Islands. 

The  same  remedial  measures  are  necessary  for  our  own  protec- 
tion. Technically,  the  means  do  exist.  A  careful  survey  of  our 
Revised  City  Ordinances ;  also  of  the  powers  conferred  on  the 
Municipal  Government  by  sundry  legislative  enactments;  like- 
Wise  of  the  specific  laws  concerning  Alien  Passengers,  —  a  careful 
inspection  of  these  must  show,  I  conceive,  that  it  is  within  the 
competency  of  our  City  Authorities  —  nay,  and  it  is  made  their  im- 
perative duty  —  to  put  an  effective  stop  to  the  existing  intolerable 
nuisance  of  street-mendicancy,  and  thus  rid  both  benevolent  ^  j 

societies  and  almoners  from  the  pest  of  its  longer  sufferance. 
The  citations  in  point  are  placed  in  the  margin  ;*  -—  by  which  it 
may  be  perceived,  that  the  main  evils  at  least  under  which  we 
labor,  from  the  practical  license  now  given  to  the  trade  of  beg- 

•  See  City  Oidiiuaioes  and  Acto  of  the  LegiaUtnre  (Chuidler's  Digest,  1850), 
ohftpten  on  "  Atien  PMeengen,  '*  **  Hooms  of  Indutiy  and  Cotrection,"  «  FMpen/' 
ike. ;  pp.  34,  216>  385,  ^  uq. 
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gary,  might  be  stayed  forthwith,  were  the  work  to  be  set  about  in 
earnest  by  the  public  guardians.  What  is  wanting  is  not  so 
much  more  vigor  of  law,  as  more  vigor  in  the  enforcement  of  its 
present  provisions.  A  modification  may  be  desirable  in  some  of 
the  forms  prescribed  for  the  arrest  of  vagrancy ;  more  of  simplicity 
and  convenience  in  the  lodgment  of  complaints,  in  the  nature  of 
required  evidence,  and  the  mode  of  taking  legal  cognizances  : 
this  might  be  advantageously  done.  But  such  facilities,  it  is 
presumed,  might  be  readily  obtained  on  application  to  the  Legis- 
lature, even  at  its  present  session ;  and  it  would  be  a  boon  of 
much  value,  with  all  the  other  promised  benefits  of  the  Provident 
Society,  if,  through  its  strong  and  influential  Board  of  Officers,  it 
should  take  this  matter  seriously  in  hand,  to  secure  the  proper 
sanctions  £or  the  removal  of  any  partial  impediments  in  the  way 
to  the  speedy  execution  of  the  salutary  laws  already  firamed  for 
the  redress  of  the  great  social  evils  to  which  I  allude. 

We  want  not  tyrannical  laws  for  the  suppression  of  mendicity, 
but  wholesome  laws,  when  enacted  for  the  general  weal,  to  be  faith- 
fully applied  to  the  ends  they  were  meant  to  serve.  What  Count 
Rumford  did  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  military  power,  in  the  capi- 
tal of  Bavaria,  a  half-century  ago,  by  the  summary  seizure,  and  the 
transportation  in  a  single  day^  of  2,600  beggars  from  out  the 
streets  of  a  city  numbering  some  60,000  inhabitants,  and  their 
removal  to  convenient  quarters  in  its  neighborhood,  yielding  them 
food,  shelter,  and  the  means  of  healthful  and  useful  employment 
—  (thus  making  them  producerSj  and  tributaries  to  the  wealth 
of  the  community,  on  which  before  they  had  long  hung  as  drones 
and  deadweights)  —  what  he,  that  enlightened  social  Reformer, 
accomplished  there  by  means,  primarily  indeed  adverse  to  the 
spirit  of  our  free  institutions,  —  can  here,  I  make  no  doubt,  be  done 
by  benigner  methods,  in  a  city  of  about  thrice  the  population  of 
Munidi  in  Rumford's  time,  and  with  less  {comparatively,  we  will 
still  hope)  of  the  pauper  element  intermixed  in  the  common 
mass.*  Our  instrument  is  law,  —  the  simple  majesty  of  law ;  esta- 
blished for  the  common  good,  approved  by  the  voice,  and  resting 
on  the  intelligenoe  of  the  great  body  of  our  citizens ;  —  but  law, 
whose  custody  and  enforcement  are  made  dependent  on  the 
administrative  department  of  our  government.     If  energetically 

*  Vide  BcnmlL'f  life  of  Oovni  Bamford,  in  Spark's  Biogrmphy,  vol.  zr.  ehap- 
ten  5  and  6. 
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executed,  who  shall  question  its  success  ?  To  doubt  it  would  imply 
a  misgiving  of  the  validity  of  all  law,  at  least  among  ourselves. 
It  would  be  a  distrust  of  the  good  sense  and  the  prudential  regard 
to  self-interest,  on  the  part  of  a  people  proverbially  wise  ;  a 
people  who  comprehend  their  well-being,  and  who  claim  from  their 
servants  due  attention  to  its  safeguards. 

From  the  fact  that  existing  ordinances  respecting  the  public  care 
of  our  vagrant  and  destitute  classes  remain  too  much  a  dead-letter 
on  the  statute-book,  a  practical  injustice  is  done  to  the  tax-paying 
portion  of  the  community.  The  support  of  pauperism  must  fall 
somewhere.  If  not  undertaken  by  the  official  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  or  the  Directors  of  the  House  of  Industry,  it  must  be  met 
by  the  private  benefactions  of  the  humane,  either  in  charities  given 
to  unknown  applicants  at  their  doors,  or  conveyed  through  Socie- 
ties or  Visitors  employed  as  the  agents  of  their  bounty.  This  is 
exclusive  of  a  provision  for  the  wants  of  a  multitude  of  the  less 
indigent,  —  our  worthy  poor,  —  too  respectable  to  be  consigned 
to  an  *  Alms-house ;  but  whose  struggles  to  prevent  so  sad  an 
alternative  must  be  succored  by  the  helping  hand  of  charity.  But 
for  others,  a  domicile  in  the  Alms-house  is  no  such  sacrifice.     It  is  v, 

the  pauper's  home  ;  as  the  House  of  Industry  is  the  suitable  place 
for  the  habitual  street-mendicant.  So  long  as  they  are  suffered  to 
roam  outside,  they  intercept  in  a  measure  the  private  alms  which 
belong  to  the  more  deserving.  Our  public  charitable  Institutions, 
reared  and  maintained  at  heavy  cost,  were  expressly  provided  for 
the  homeless  and  the  helpless ;  —  more  especially  the  destitute 
outcasts  that  flock  to  our  shores  from  other  climes.  Yet  it  is  a 
noticeable  fact  that  our  two  Alms-houses  at  South  Boston  and 
Deer  Island  were  scarce  tenanted,  during  the  last  severe  winter, 
to  half  their  actual  capacity.  It  was  designed  that  the  establish- 
ment at  the  Island,  when  completed,  should  be  sufficiently  spacious 
for  the  accommodation  of  1,800  of  the  city  poor.  But,  on  the  first 
of  March,  only  656  inmates  were  numbered  in  all  its  departments  ;  ^ 

whilst  the  House  at  South  Boston,  including  the  Boylston  School, 
contained  at  the  same  time  but  451  residents.*  Added  together, 
the  figures  give  1,362  as  the  sum  total  of  paupers,  of  all  ages  and 

*  It  may  be  replied  to  the  remurk  above,  that  the  Alms-houBe  at  Deer  Island  ii 
not  yet  finiihed  ;  but  why  the  deUty,  we  naturally  aak  1— And  as  for  South  Bofton, 
the  InstitntioD  there  has  been  known  in  former  yean  to  aooommodate  twke  the 
numbers  on  its  present  list. 
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botli  sexes,  quartered  in  the  city's  Poor  Houses  at  the  date  speci- 
fied ;  whereas,  meanwhile,  an  *'  army  of  aliens,*'  with  all  the  air 
of  squalid  misery, — many  of  them  fresh  landed  from  emigrant 
ships,  and  some  of  them  bonded  imbeciles,  for  whose  maintenance 
the  shippers  themselves  are  held  responsible,  —  were  allowed  the 
**  freedom  of  the  city,"  to  roam  unmolestedly  from  door  to  door, 
in  a  competition  for  alms,  to  tlfe  grievous  annoyance  of  all  good 
citizens.* 

It  may  be  suggested  in  connection,  that,  unless  from  direst  ne- 
cessity and  the  application  of  coercive  means,  our  Catholic  poor, 
as  a  general  rule,  will  not  resort  to  our  public  charitable  institu- 
tions, to  be  subjected  to  the  restraints  imposed  on  them  there ; 
preferring,  ar  they  do,  their  wild  freedom  abroad,  and  precarious 
means  of  subsistence,  along  with  the  facilities  of  easier  access  to 
their  chapels  and  priests. 

Passing  from  these  to  our  poor  proper,  forming  the  legitimate 
province  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  to  whom  my  time  and  visits 
have  been  chiefly  devoted,  I  may  remark  in  general,  that  here  is  a 
field  sufficiently  wide  for  the  labors  of  many ;  and  although  occu- 
pied in  part  by  missionaries  of  several  denominations,  there  is  yet 
room,  and  to  spare,  for  the  offices  of  others.  There  is  scarcely  a 
quarter  of  the  city,  even  of  limited  area,  where  families  may  not 
be  found  requiring,  and  gladly  availing  themselves  of,  some  of 
the  manifold  benefits  conferred  by  the  Ministry  to  the  Poor.  '— 
And  here  it  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  say,  as  I  have  great  plea- 
sure in  testifying,  that  my  relations  to  the  various  co-workers  in 
this  important  field,  commissioned  by  other  Boards,  have  been 
uniformly  friendly  and  gratifying.  The  books  and  tracts  which 
I  am  in  the  habit  of  distributing,  bear  the  impress  of  no  one  sec- 
tarian mint :  they  are  sought  from  any  quarter  likely  to  advance 
the  good  end  among  the  subjects  of  my  mission.  Several  thou- 
sands of  useful  publications,  obtained  in  this  way  and  partly  by 
donations,   have,  been  added  to  my  distributive  stock,  the  last 

*  Sneh  vexftlkmBy  with  th«  ocmstuit  demand  In  »  vftriety  of  ivays  made  on  the 
liberalitj  of  the  wealthy,  besides  the  yearly  increasing  weight  of  direct  taTation  thrown 
vpon  property,  are  not  among  the  lightest  causes  impelling  so  many  of  onr  capitalists  to 
leave  the  city,  and  choose  a  residence  in  the  neighboring  towns.  The  loss  is  not  con* 
flned  lo  the  rich.  It  indndes  others  of  smaller  means  ;  ^-  a  large  class  of  substan- 
tial mechanics  and  fiunilies  in  general  whom  we  may  ill  spare,  who  can  bear  the 
•zpensei  of  a  removal.  The  evil  thns  mnlttpUes  itielf,  aggravatSng  the  budeas  on 
tfaoat  who  are  ooapelled  to  xamain  behind. 
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year,  —  embracing  a  great  yariety  of  subjects  in  tbe  form  of  tracts, 
under  the  classification  of  household  economics,  duties  personal 
and  domestic,  the  care  of  the  young,  the  responsibilities  of  good 
citizens,  temperance  subjects,  and  in  general  the  summary  of 
Christian  morals ;  likewise  books  for  children,  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  bound  volumes  for  maturer  minds,  besides  bibles  and  tes- 
taments, -^  the  latter  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty.  Of  these, 
large  numbers  have  been  dispersed ;  and,  although  much  of  the 
good  seed  sown  in  this  quiet  way  may  perish,  a  portion,  it  is 
hoped,  is  not  lost,  but,  quickened  with  the  dews  of  Heaven,  will 
ripen  into  goodly  fruit.  Among  the  Catholic  part  of  our  popula- 
tion, I  have  not  found,  however,  that  ready  welcome  accorded 
to  these  little  winged  messengers  of  light  and  truth,  which  was 
encouragingly  witnessed  at  a  former  period.  A  growing  distrust 
of  aliment  of  this  sort  from  Protestant  hands  seems  to  have  been 
instilled  into  their  minds ;  and  even  the  attractive  little  books  with 
no  sectarian  bias,  bestowed  upon  the  young,  are  not  unfrequenUy 
looked  upon  with  something  more  than  suspicion. 

For  a  few  months  past,  I  have  seldom  preached ;  —  the  fatigu- 
ing labors  of  my  week-day  pursuits  having  indispensably  demanded 
some  rest  on  the  sabbath  in  general,  as  a  silent  worshipper  in 
the  House  of  Prayer.  I  have  publicly  officiated  but  on  thirteen 
Sundays  during  the  year ;  six  of  the  days  being  given  to  the  supply 
of  the  chapel-pulpits.  My  disposable  hours  on  the  sabbath  have 
been  chiefly  set  apart,  as  usual,  to  domiciliary  visiting,  with  reli- 
^ous  offices  as  called  for  by  the  circumstances  of  families  where 
the  presence  of  a  missionary  was  deemed  expedient  and  my  ser* 
vices  likely  to  be  welcomed.  At  times,  whole  days  have  been 
incessantly  occupied  by  the  business ;  the  work  being  commenced 
in  the  morning,  and  continued  long  after  twilight.  On  one  of  the 
winter  days,  when  calls  were  most  urgent,  and  the  cold  severest, 
twenty-four  *  sabbath  visits  were  made  by  me  between  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning  and  seven  in  the  evening,— requiring  a  walk  of 
from  four  to  five  miles  to  embrace  them  all  in  the  circuit,  and  leav- 
ing no  intermission  for  personal  relaxation  till  the  service  was  all 
completed.  Within  that  space  it  was  my  lot  to  minister  to  nearly 
every  state  of  sufiering  humanity ;  -^  to  age  and  widowhood,  the  sick 
and  feeble,  the  momning  and  bereaved,  the  obscure  and  solitary,  the 

*  Tweniy-MTen  in  aotoal  totol,  —  inoluding  passing  oalla  of  inquiries. 
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ignorant,  frail,  tempted,  and  erring ;  —  conditions  aggravated  for  the 
most  part  by  the  pressure  of  want  in  some  of  its  gloomiest  forms. 
These  are  samples  of  the^cilr,  a  wide  and  scattered  one  indeed,  to 
whom  my  services  are  lent  (a  welcome  task),  in  their  estrange- 
ment from  the  Christian  sanctuary.  On  other  days  withal,  when 
visiting  from  house  to  house,  I  have  gone,  not  as  an  almoner  simply 
to  the  needy,  nor  as  a  bare  observer  of  their  states  and  drcum- 
stanees,  but  in  the  capacity  of  a  Christian  missionary,  proffering 
the  higher  offices  pertaining  to  such  character,  wherever  oppor- 
tunities might  be  given, — bearing  the  Bread  of  Life,  and  pointing 
to  the  gospel  as  the  stay  of  the  wretched,  the  only  effeetual  an- 
tidote to  sin  and  woe,  ^ 

*<  A  sovereign  balm  for  ereiy  wound, 
A  oordial  to  their  tears.'* 

I  have  been  obliged  to  systematiae  my  time  so  far  as  practicable. 
Ordinarily,  my  arrangements  have  been  these :  —  To  devote  an 
hour  or  more  in  the  early  morning  to  visits  from  applicants  and 
others,  not  unfrequently  very  numerous ;  —  then  another  hour 
to  writing  answers  to  notes  of  inquiry,  business-letters  connected 
with  the  subjects  of  my  ministry,  rei>orts  on  reference-cards,  with 
the  features  of  cases  which  had  received  investigation ;  —  next, 
going  abroad  on  my  missionary  work,  I  have  followed  it  up  till 
one,  when  my  attendance  was  giv^  at  the  Central  Office  for  an- 
other hour  to  the  poor,  or  their  friends,  who  might  wait  for  me 
there.  After  this,  and  making  the  entries,  my  rule  has  been,  — 
invariably  during  the  shorter  days  of  winter,  without  returning  to 
my  house,  to  set  forth  on  my  missionary  walks  in  the  several 
Wards,  not  suspending  them  till  my  visiting  work,  demanded  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  occasions,  together  with  the  incidental  duties 
they  required,  was  concluded  for  the  day.*  My  home  was  not 
usually  reached  till  after  several  weary,  anxious,  and  heart-aching 
kours  spent  in  such  trying  occupation.  The  close  of  evening, 
after  disposing  of  other  engagements,  was  given  to  my  journal,  and 
bringing  up  the  memoranda  of  the  day« 

Ilie  work  described  is  humble.  It  tells  but  little ;  but  not 
light  is  the  travail  thereof.  It  is  a  relief^  amid  the  soenes  of  dis- 
tress daily  witnessed,  to  contemplate  the  spectacles  of  patient 

*  In  longer  dftjrt,  m  in  rammer,  the  Mmmgements  are  somewhat  difTerent ;  vidts 
bdng  resomed  after  ttsted  reoesMc. 
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endurance,  cheerful  piety,  and  meek  holy  contentment  under  the 
chastening  hand  of  the  Almighty,  occasionally  displayed  with 
touching  beauty  and  power  in  the  persons  of  the  poor  ;  hut  these 
more  frequently  stand  out  in  painful  contrast  to  tempers  of  an- 
other cast  exhibited  by  others, — ^which,  if  calling  for  rebuke,  need 
still  that  it  be  addressed  in  a  spirit  of  tenderness  and  pity,  con- 
sidering the  hard  crosses  in  the  lot  of  the  wretched  complainants. 
No  man  of  common  sensibility,  conversant  with  the  struggles  of 
the  poor,  and  who  sees  and  weighs  the  miseries  they  endure,  can 
refrain  from  compassionating,  instead  of  too  harshly  condemning, 
the  unamiable  querulousness  he  may  perchance  encounter,  -—  the 
repinings,  doubts,  tumults,  —  even  the  bold  arraignments,  the 
hard  thoughts  of  Providence,  not  seldom  indulged  by  the  victims 
of  want;  —  the  hungry,  who  question  the  promise,  that  their 
**  bread  shall  be  given  them,  and  their  water  be  made  sure ;"  and 
the  disconsolate  souls,  that  murmur  at  the  dispensations  of  Him 
who  dwelleth  in  clouds  and  ^*  thick  darkness,*'  who  comes  td  them 
in  works  of  judgment  rather  than  of  mercy,  and  whose  ways,  so 
frequently  in  the  eyes  of  all,  are  indeed  '*  past  finding  out." 

The  outward  relief  of  the  poor  —  an  indispensable  part  of  my 
cares  —  has  been  a  matter  of  grave  solicitude.  The  means 
placed  at  my  disposal  it  has  been  my  endeavor  to  apply  with  a 
sound  discretion.  My  disbursements  in  charity,  including  ad* 
ranees  in  aid  of  an  Industrial  establishment  to  assist  in  giving 
employment  to  the  needy,  have  amounted  within  the  year  to 
91,129.40.  In  addition  to  which,  I  have  distributed  in  orders 
for  fuel,  provisions,  and  goods,  on  credits  furnished  by  the  free- 
will offerings  of  friends,  articles  to  the  value  of  1 50  dollars  more. 
As  the  best  form  of  charity  is  that  which  is  conservative  of  self- 
respect,  and  which  fosters  it  by  the  adaptation  of  work  suited  to 
the  capacities  of  the  poor,  I  have  appropriated  of  the  first-named 
sum  upwards  of  $500  in  wages,  purchases  of  materials,  and  other 
requisites,  for  the  benefit  of  a  worthy  class  of  female  operatives 
connected  with  the  Industrial  institution  alluded  to  above.  The 
garments,  and  other  products  of  their  handiwork  suitable  fbr  their 
needs,  were  bestowed  upon  the  women  and  their  families,  or  given 
to  others  more  necessitous.  Besides  which,  nearly  1,500  dollars  — 
the  entire  amount  received  at  the  establishment  as  wages  for  the 
execution  of  orders  furnished  from  other  sources  —  have  been 
paid  the  females  on  the  list  of  our  employies ;  thus  saving  not  a 
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few  deserving  households  from  dependence,  and  assisting  them  to 
lire  through  the  late  stern  winter  with  a  tolerable  degree  of  com- 
fort.* 

My  thanks  are  particularly  due  to  the  generous  and  kind* 
hearted  patrons  whose  contributions  have  enabled  me  to  meet  so 
largely  the  calls  of  charity  for  the  suffering  poor  under  my  imme- 
diate care ;  and  which  allows  me,  additionally,  to  render  a  more 
gratifying  exhibit  of  our  office-purse  at  the  close  of  the  present 
year  than  was  given  at  the  last.  The  balance  of  funds  on  hand 
at  the  date  of  this  Report  (31st  March),  applicable  to  future  calls 
of  charity,  deducting  for  office  expenses,  is  9188.61 ;-~  a  sum 
contrasting  favorably  with  the  amount  a  twelvemonth  ago,  which 
was  then  reduced  to  $14.50.  The  list  of  our  contributors  would 
be  gladly  annexed,  were  it  not  ibr  an  express  interdict  by  some 
against  any  publicity  being  given  to  their  names ;  and  a  statement 
with  such*  omissions  would  be  defective  and  partial,  f  It  would 
be  a  breach  of  courtesy,  nevertheless,  to  refrain  from  a  heartfelt 
expression  of  gratitude  to  the  ladies  of  the  Tuckerman  Circle,  for 
their  unfiGuling  generosity  in  the  monthly  supplies  transmitted  to  us 
by  their  treasurer.  Miss  £lizabeth  Q.  Guild,  —  memorials,  renewed 

*  It  should  be  stated  that  the  rent  and  other  contingent  expenses  for  the  work* 
rDom,  a  little  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars,  have  been  partly  defrayed  ftom 
dooaiiQiia  specially  made  to  Mrs.  Bigelow, — who  has  had  the  general  saperrision  of 
tiu«  branoh  of  bnsiness,  —  through  the  liberality  of  ftiends  kindly  interested  in  itf 
success.  A  considerable  balance  for  the  outlay,  beyond  the  receipts,  remains  on  hand, 
but  which  is  expected  to  be  discharged  by  a  public  sale  of  articles,  now  in  course  of 
preparatiim,  proposed  to  be  made  at  an  early  day4 

t  One  donation,  howcTer,  so  far  exceeded  others,  being  double  the  amount  of  any 
preTions  remittance  to  our  office, — a  donation  so  characteristic  of  the  mnnifioent 
spirit  of  the  giver,  whose  charities  are  oonspicuously  and  gratefully  inscribed  on  the 
records  of  all  our  philanthropic  institutions,  —  that  I  venture  to  name  it,  without  first 
obtaining  the  sanction  of  his  assent.  In  the  month  of  January,  near  its  dose,  on  a 
day  of  intensest  oold,  a  check  for  two  hundred  dollars,  payable  to  my  order,  was  sent 
from  Samuel  Appleton,  Esq.,  for  the  relief  of  "  the  poor  of  the  Ministry  at  Large.*' 

Many  a  cold  hearthstone  was  brightened,  and  many  a  scanty  board  crowned  with 
plenty,  by  that  most  timely  and  noble  benefaction.  Truly,  the  blessings  of  them 
**  that  were  ready  to  perish  '*  oould  not  fail  to  return  in  fresh  smiles  of  mercy  on  the 
bead  and  the  house  of  the  bountiful  donor ! 

Whilst  these  sheets  are  passing  through  the  press,  sUll  another  donation  of  like 

X  The  nles  have  been  since  held ;  viz.  (as  afterwards  advertised)  on  the  Slst,  99d,  and 
93d  of  April.  Notwithstanding  the  very  unfavorable  weather,  they  were  encouragingly 
patronized.  The  gross  receipts  araounted  to  four  hundred  dollars,— a  sum  sufficient  to  dis- 
charge all  arrears,  besides  meeting  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  occasion,  and  leave  a 
elear  balance  of  one  hundred  dollars  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Institution,  in  aid  of  its 
operations  during  the  coming  season. 


80  BIQHTBBNTH  ANNUAL  BEPOBT. 

to  us,  as  heretofore,  in  tKe  autumn,  and  continued  through  the 
colder  season. 

On  a  general  review  of  my  work,  whilst  its  responsihilities  have 
not  been  lightly  felt,  I  am  sensible  that  it  offers  little  for  self*gra- 
tulation  or  the  applause  of  others. — The  business  of  a  city 
missionary,  employed  in  ministering  from  house  to  house,  is  one 
intrinsically  devoid  of  show.  His  work  is  noiseless.  No  sound 
of  tools,  of  the  axe  and  the  hammer,  is  heard,  as  he  labors  at  the 
task  of  re-construction, — the  redemption  and  elevation  of  what 
is  good  and  hopeful  in  the  classes  with  whom  he  has  to  deal.  The 
result  is  often  disappointing.  Effort,  —  persevering  effort,  the 
best  directed,  —  may  find  itself  frequently  foiled.  It  is  as 
the  stone  of  Sisyphus,  roUed  with  difficulty  to  the  summit's  verge, 
to  g^ain  there  the  place  of  rest ;  when  the  rock  perhaps  rebounds, 
leaping  madly,  resistlessly,  to  the  vale  below. 

But  the  effect  is  not  always  thus  discouraging  and  fruitless. 
Human  nature  is  never  to  be  despaired  of.  .And  I  have  witnessed, 
and  bless  God  for  the  hope  of  having  served  as  the  humble  instru- 
ment in  aiding,  the  recovery  of  some  from  the  spell  of  evil  habits 
that  once  seemed  too  imperious  for  control ;  and  others,  in  whom 
want  and  sorrow  had  engendered  feelings  of  dark  despair,  quench-- 
ing  the  last  sparks  of  hope  and  courage  and  energy  and  self- 
reliance, —  who  have  been  raised  to  ease  and  comfort  and 
re-assurance,  —  to  noble  resolution,  the  developed  consciousness 
of  a  new  heroic  nature,  —  and  to  industry,  sobriety,  frugality, 
forethought,  firmness,  —  even  to  lives,  in  all  outward  appearance, 
of  an  exemplary  Christian  virtue.  To  the  afflicted,  sick,  droop- 
ing, desolate,  —  to  sufferers  bowed  by  care  and  trouble,  by  the 
weight  of  years,  or  the  multiform  infirmities  to  which  "  fiesh  la 
heir,"  —  to  sorrow-stricken  sauh^  bending  in  anguish  beneath  the 
load  of  sin,  seeking  for  light  and  help,  for  strength,  deliverance, 
and  salvation,  —  to  these,  to  whom  it  has  been  my  chief  pleasure 

•moimt  hss  eome  to  hand  fttmi  the  mno  mamJioeiil  Kmroe, — in  a  oheek,  vnder  date 
cT  April  24,  for  $200.  It  has  been  deposited  witli  tbe  IreMuer  of  the  WnlkanS/tf, 
being  deogiMted  «For  the  Hinjftry  »t  Luge." 

Another  gratifying  remembrance  cUdnu  a  notice;  namely,  the  receipt  of  a  large 
cask  of  clothing,  freighted  with  a  rarietjof  articles  useful  for  the  poor,  collected  and 
consigned  to  us  by  the  Ladies'  Benevolent  Association  in  Bedham,  of  which  Mrs. 
SnoB  PoQid  is  President. — The  usual  annual  credit  granted  us  on  the  Needlewoman's 
Friend  Booiety,  for  goods  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  doUaxi  for  oharitahia  distri- 
bution, was  repeated,  as  fonnerly,  ^7  the  obliging  libomlity  of  Thos.  B.  Wales,  Hh|. 
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to  nuDister,  —  to  go  with  words  of  comfort,  to  pour  balm  into 
their  aching  bosoms,  and  to  counsel,  guide,  cheer,  and  support, 
^I  am  not  without  hope  that  I  have  been  made  a  messenger  of 
consolation ;  whose  Yoice  and  presence  were  welcomed  in  their 
poor  dark  dwellings,  —  whose  sympathies  at  least  were  gratefully 
entertained,  —  and  whose  labor  for  their  highest  good  has  not 
proved  wholly  **  vain  in  the  Lord." 

But  of  these  things  it  would  not  become  me  farther  to  speak ; 
and  leaving  the  imperfect  sketch  herewith  submitted  of  my  ser* 
vices  for  the  year  now  closing,  and  the  suggestions  offered,  to 
the  indulgent  consideration  of  your  Committee  and  the  Board,  I 
offer  my  fervent  prayers  that  it  may  please  Qod  ever  to  smile  upon 
and  prosper  the  sacred  work  entrusted  to  your  supervision,  and 
render  it  an  increasing  blessing  both  to  the  poor  and  downcast, 
and  the  great  social  interests  of  the  community  in  which  we  live. 


Mrs.  Bigelow's  Report  sets  forth  the  evils  resulting 
from  indiscriminate  almsgiving,  from  juvenile  vap 
grancy,  and  inadequate  compensation  of  female  labor, 
and  alludes  to  the  dangers  which  beset  inexperienced 
young  females,  who  come  from  the  country  to  the  city 
for  employment  The  Industrial  Room  has  enabled 
her  to  afford  profitable  occupation  to  many  poor  wo- 
men.   Her  Report,  dated  April  3  ,1852,  is  as  follows: 

MRS.  BIGELOW'8   REPORT. 

^GxjTTLBacEN,  — In  preBenting  another  Annual  Report  of  my 
labors  as  one  of  your  misaionarieB,  I  do  it  -with  a  feeling  of  Bad* 
nesBy  Bince  it  Ib  the  laat  one  I  Bhall  ever  make  to  you.  ConBciouB 
of  my  inability  to  discharge  the  duties  pertaining  to  my  office  in 
a  satisfiActory  manner  during  the  coming  year,  I  feel  compeUed  to 
resign  the  trust  you  haye  committed  to  me.  Do  not  think  that  I 
am  weary  of  the  work  of  ministering  to  the  wants  of  the  desti« 
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tate.  In  taking  my  leave  of  you,  I  do  not  relinquish  the  sacred 
cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  but  shall  continue  in  a  private 
capacity,  and  to  the  extent  of  my  humble  ability,  to  carry  out 
those  plans  for  the  relief  of  the  female  poor  in  our  city,  which  my 
experience  has  proved  to  be  the  most  judicious  and  effectual. 

Each  year's  observation  has  strengthened  the  opinion  before 
expressed  by  me,  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  poverty  to  present 
itself  unblushingly  in  our  streets,  in  order  to  obtain  a  larger 
income  than  obscure  industry  can  earn  by  severe  and  incessant 
toil. 

There  are  a  multitude  of  generous  hearts  in  our  community, 
always  ready  to  sympathize  with  the  poor  and  the  unfortunate ; 
but  this  sympathy  is  too  often  wasted  on  the  unworthy.  The  tale 
they  relate  is  piteous  and  affecting ;  their  appearance  and  de- 
meanor seem  to  indicate  the  truth  of  their  stories ;  and  in  this 
way  large  sums  of  money  are  annually  obtained,  which  are  worse 
than  thrown  away,  because  they  are  made  to  encourage  vagrancy 
and  imposture.  To  many  of  our  foreign  population,  begging  is 
more  congenial  than  work ;  and,  when  it  proves  more  profitable^ 
how  few  can  withstand  the  temptation !  The  evil  that  is  caused 
by  indiscriminate  almsgiving  is  twofold ;  because,  while  deception 
receives  a  premium,  true  suffering  is  unnoticed  and  uncared  for. 
I  have  learned  that  real  want  is  not  obtrusive,  but  retiring:  it 
does  not  solicit  aid  from  the  passing  stranger,  nor  demand  relief 
at  the  doors  of  our  dwellings ;  but  it  struggles  long  with  adverse 
fortunes,  and  at  length  bows  silently  and  meekly  beneath  its 
heavy  burthen.  Such  poverty  must  be  sought  out  to  be  tho- 
roughly known :  it  is  to  be  found  in  lonely  chambers  and  in 
desolate  garrets,  and,  when  discovered,  requires  instant  and  effec- 
tual succor. 

It  has  always  been  my  aim  to  ascertain,  by  personal  observa- 
tion, true  objects  of  charity,  and  to  aid  them  effectively  by  such 
means  as  I  could  command. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject  of  juvenile 
vagrancy;  but  this  evil  can  never  be  checked  till  unprincipled 
parents  learn,  that  it  is  no  longer  a  source  of  personal  gain  to 
themselves  to  allow  their  children  to  beg  from  door  to  door.  It 
is  bad  enough  when  the  old  and  the  hardened  receive  encourage- 
ment and  aid;  but  when  the  young,  whose  characters  are 
unformed,  obtain  by  deceptive  statements  contributions  from  the 
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banttTolent,  the  evil  is  enhanoedi  Falsehood  is  the  price  by 
which  roving  meBdicants  ohtain  alms,  and  the^onng  thus  acquire 
the  habit  of  lying,  before  they  are  consciotts  of  its  enonnity.  Be- 
sides the  moral  injury  inflicted  in  this  way,  habits  of  indolence 
are  nourished  which  alone  must  prove  highly  pernicious.  The 
boys  or  girls  who  are  enabled  to  procure  money  from  the  charita* 
ble  by  Mse  pretences,  not  only  become  vicious  themselves,  but 
their  example  and  success  are  often  ruinous  to  those  who  are 
striving  to  earn  a  living  by  honest  employment.  As  &r  as  my 
influence  has  been  able  to  extend,  I  have  endeavored  to  check  this 
wandering  habit,  both  by  refusing  to  aid  those  who  were  engaged 
in  it,  and  by  inducing  many  of  the  benevolent  to  act  in  like  man- 
ner, who  before  had  been  accustomed  to  give  from  the  impulses  of 
their  warm  hearts. 

The  inadequate  price  which  female  labor  too  often  receives  is 
another  source  of  misery  and  vice,  and  which  cannot  be  too 
strongly  deprecated.  I  have  known  repeated  instances  where 
constant  toil  could  hardly  keep  the  industrious  widow  from  the 
doors  of  the  Alms-house. 

Surely  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  her  hire ;  and,  if  unremitting 
application  is  unable  to  procure  food  or  shelter,  the  result  is  cer- 
tain, yet  sad.  When  a  hard-working  woman  has  wearied  herself 
in  vain  by  days  and  nights  of  anxious  occupation,  and  is  not  able 
to  avert  poverty,  she  may  be  driven  to  a  course  of  life  which  her 
soul  would  otherwise  have  abhorred.  Let  justice  be  done  to  the 
work-women  of  our  city,  and  one  fruitful  source  of  vice  vrill  be 
stopped. 

I  have  always  sought  to  encourage  this  class,  by  procuring  for 
them  employment ;  and,  with  a  view  to  carry  out  my  plans  more 
effiM^Tcly,  an  "  Industrial  Room  "  was  ox>ened  under  my  special 
charge,  which  we  shall  continue  during  the  present  year.  It  has 
luUy  answered  our  anticipations*  I  have  been  enabled,  with  the 
aid  of  my  friends,  to  afibrd  profitable  occupation  to  a  large  number 
of  poor  women,  and  many  instances  have  come  imder  my  observa- 
tion of  the  advantages  thereby  secured. 

There  is  another  class,  for  whom  my  warmest  sympathies  have 
been  enlisted,  and  in  whose  behalf  I  feel  that  I  have  not  labored 
in  vain  during  the  past  year. 

The  number  of  young  and  inexperienced  females,  who  leave 
quiet  and  retired  homes,  to  seek  their  fortunes  in  the  bustle  of  a 
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large  city,  is  constantly  increasing.  It  has  been  said,  that  **  no 
one  was  ever  made  wiser  by  the  experience  of  another; "  and  this 
remark  is  certainly  true  of  the  persons  about  whom  I  am  speak- 
ing. They  vainly  imagine  that  the  paths  which  they  are  thought- 
lessly treading  will  not  lead  them,  as  it  has  done  their  former 
companions,  to  the  courts  of  sin  and  moral  death.  A  voice  of 
earnest  entreaty  and  warning  will,  however,  sometimes  be  heard.; 
and  in  numerous  instances  have  I  succeeded  in  guiding  such  to 
situations  of  usefulness  and  comfort.  When  I  remember  how 
many  are  now  repaying  the  debt  they  owe,  by  their  ministries  of 
love  and  their  good  example,  I  cannot  but  regard  what  I  have 
effected  in  this  way  with  emotions  of  satisfaction  and  pleasure.  . 
In  this  connection,  I  could  mention  facts  of  thrilling  interest, 
which  would  convince  you  how  much  faithful  sentinels  are  re- 
quired to.  warn  and  protect  the  young  and  friendless  stranger  from 
the  snares  that  continually  beset  her.  But  prudence  and  delicacy 
forbid  me  from  saying  more  on  a  subject  so  deeply  interesting  and 
important. 

I  have  now  closed  my  labors  in  your  service,  and  resign  the 
office  which  I  have  held  during  the  last  three  years.  The  laborers 
in  your  vineyard  will  change  from  time  to  time,  but  the  great 
work  will  remain ;  and,  through  successive  generations,  servants 
must  continue  to  toil.  There  will  always  be  evil  habits,  like  old 
branches,  to  be  removed ;  tender  and  lonely  plants  to  be  culti- 
vated ;  and  parched  ground  to  be  watered  by  the  dews  of  Chris- 
tian sympathy  and  love.  The  work  will  always  be  arduous; 
but  to  faithful  laborers  the  harvest  will  prove  abundant ;  and, 
although  storms  must  be  enco\mtered,  yet,  by  diligent  culture, 
this  rugged  soil  will  produce  both  flowers  and  fruit. 

No  one  can  hope  that  poverty  will  ever  cease  from  our  land. 
It  is  essential  to  a  state  of  probation,  and  must  always  remain  an 
object  of  Christian  sympathy  and  a  study  for  Christian  philan- 
thropy. We  are  summoned  by  the  voice  of  the  Saviour,  and  the 
breathings  of  our  own  hearts,  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  earth ;  and  he  is  false  to  his  duty,  and 
to  his  Christian  profession,  who  refuses  to  aid  by  act  or  counsel 
those  who  are  less  favored  than  himself. 

"  The  poor  you  have  always  with  you,"  is  as  true  to-day  as 
when  first  spoken  by  our  blessed  Master.  They  will  still  continue 
to  suffer ;  and  to  aid  them  judiciously  will  ever  be  a  part  of  the 
Christianas  obligation. 
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In  looking  back  to  the  past,  I  cannot  claim  much  good  that  I 
have  done ;  but  my  energies  have  all  been  enlisted  in  your  cause, 
and  my  labors  have  only  been  bounded  by  my  opportunities  and 
ability. 

May  success,  far  greater  than  I  can  claim,  attend  those  who  shall 
in  future  toil  in  your  service !  And  may  God  prosper  every  bene- 
volent association,  whose  object  is  to  enlighten  the  ignorant, 
reclaim  the  vicious,  or  relieve  the  suffering ! 


Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Ministry  at  Large  is 
pursuing  its  benevolent  work  in  a  continually  widen- 
ing field ;  and  the  more  we  regret  the  ignorance,  desti- 
tution, and  sin  which  abound,  the  stronger  must  be 
our  conviction  of  the  need  of  such  agencies  as  this 
Ministry  to  keep  these  evils  down,  and  prevent 
them  from  spreading  in  rank  luxuriance  over  the  land. 

EDWARD  WIGGLESWORTH, 

Secretary. 

BosTOir,  April  8,  1852. 
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REPORT. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fra- 
TEENiTY  OF  Chxjrches  present  this  their  Nineteenth 
Annual  Beport  of  its  concerns. 

Bev.  Mr.  Cruft  still  has  charge  of  the  Suffolk 
Chapel  in  Shawmut  Avenue,  and  Bev.  Mr.  Winkley 
of  the  Chapel  in  Pitts-street ;  Bev.  Dr.  Bigelow  visits 
the  poor  in  their  houses,  to  minister  to  their  spiritual 
and  temporal  wants ;  and  Mrs.  Bigelow  continues  her 
ministrations  among  the  suffering  and  exposed  of 
her  own  sex. 

Mr.  Cruft  has  been  much  encouraged  by  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Evening  School  for  adults  which  has  been 
opened  in  the  vestry  of  his  chapel  during  the  past 
winter,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  James  A. 
Page,  of  the  Dwight  School,  assisted  by  volunteer 
teachers.  The  school  opened  with  nineteen  scholars 
and  three  teachers.  It  now  has  ninety  pupils  and 
nine  teachers.  The  ages  of  the  scholars  have 
ranged  from  fourteen  to  forty.  They  have  been  of 
both  sexesi  persona  too  old  or  too  much  occupied  to 
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attend  the  day-schools.  Mr.  Cruft  has  endeavored 
to  be  present  at  every  meeting  of  the  school,  and  has 
thus  become  acquainted  with  families  and  individuals 
whom  he  would  not  otherwise  have  found. 

He  states,  with  great  satisfaction,  that  his  Sun- 
day-school, which  had  long  stood  in  need  of  a  Su- 
perintendent, has  been  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  the 
services  of  one  of  our  own  delegates,  George  Merrill, 
Esq.,  who  entered  on  the  duties  of  that  oflBlce  in 
November  last.  Mr.  Merrill's  efforts  have  brought 
the  school  into  a  flourishing  condition ;  and  it  now  has 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  pupils  connected  with  it 

Teachers'  meetings  are  held  monthly. 

On  Wednesday  evenings,  religious  services  are  held 
in  the  vestry,  for  exhortation  and  Scripture-exposition 
and  conference  and  prayer. 

On  Thursday  afternoons,  the  Union  Sewing  Circle 
meet  to  make  garments  for  the  poor. 

Neighborhood  meetings,  of  a  religious  character, 
are  held  in  various  places. 

Mr.  Cruft  has  also  attended  the  churches  and  Sun- 
day-schools of  the  other  religious  societies  in  his 
neighborhood,  and  exchanged  with  their  pastors. 

Union  Prayer  Meetings,  of  the  various  societies  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Suffolk  Chapel,  were  commenced 
during  the  last  summer,  and  have  been  continued 
ever  since  without  intermission.  They  were  at  first 
held  in  different  vestries ;  but  for  some  time  past  they 
have  been  held  altogether  in  the  vestry  of  Suffolk 
Chapel. 

There  are  about  a  hundred  and  forty  families  who 
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attend  the  religioas  services  of  the  chapel,  and  more 
than  a  hundred  others  are  under  the  pastoral  care  of 
its  minister. 

Mr.  Cruft's  missionary  calls  have  been  not  far  from 
three  thousand. 

MR.  CRUFTS  REPORT. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  no  unportant  changes  either 
in  the  general  affairs  or  in  the  internal  arrangements  of  this  min- 
istry, with  the  ^ception  of  the  establishment  of  the  AduU  Evening 
School 

This  school  was  opened  in  the  Chapel-vestiy,  Tuesday,  Nov.  2, 
1852,  and  has  been  continued  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings  of 
each  succeeding  week.  The  services  of  Mr.  James  A.  Page,  Prin- 
cipal of  the  Boys'  Department  in  the  Dwight  School,  were  for- 
tunately obtained  as  Superintendent.  His  admirable  fitness  for  the 
position  has  been  very  manifest  in  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the 
school.  It  has  been  in  operation  now  seventeen  weeks ;  and,  com- 
mencing with  nineteen  scholars,  has  reached  the  number  of  ninety. 
Of  these,  fifty-five  are  Irish,  twenty-five  American,  seven  Grerman, 
and  three  Scotch.  The  average  attendance  has  been  sixty  per 
cent  The  ages  of  the  scholars  have  ranged  from  fourteen  to  forty. 
Both  sexes  have  attended  together  without  the  least  inconvenience, 
discomfort,  or  indecorum. 

The  room  is  very  spacious,  well  ventilated,  well  lighted,  and  not 
to  be  surpassed  for  the  purpose  by  any  other  in  the  city.  It  is 
a  model  room ;  and,  if  we  may  take  the  opinion  of  good  judges, 
the  school  is  a  model  for  order,  discipline,  and  attention  on  the 
part  of  both  pupils  and  teachers.  Of  the  latter,  there  are  at  pre- 
sent nine.  At  the  opening  there  were  three.  The  Superintendent 
bears  cheerful  testimony  to  their  punctuality  and  fidelity.  The 
common  branches  of  reading,  writing,  spelling,  and  arithmetic  have 
been  taught,  and  all  invited  to  come  who  were  either  too  old,  or  too 
much  occupied  by  the  means  of  obtaining  a  livelihood,  to  permit  an 
attendance  upon  the  day-schooL  They  have  been  welcomed  in 
their  rags,  and  aU  the  discomforts  incidental  to  their  lot.  Some, 
who  entered  the  school  in  entire  ignorance,  have  learned  now 
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enough  to  meet  the  oommon  piHrposes  of  life.  Some  hare  been 
taught  to  read  who  knew  not  their  letters  when  thej  came.  One, 
a  father  of  a  family,  learned  most  of  the  alphabet  the  first  evening 
of  his  admission,  and  on  the  third  was  able  to  call  short  words  at 
flight.  Others  can  write  legibly  their  names,  who  could  not  at  first 
make  their  straight  mark.  Among  the  constant  and  prompt  atteib- 
dants  have  been  three  young  men  who  have  come  all  the  way 
every  evening  from  East  Boston,  to  avail  themselves  of  advantages 
not  offered  them  in  the  schools  less  remote.  Their  employers, 
observing  their  interest,  gladly  (as  they  state)  dismiss  them  from 
work  an  hour  or  two  earlier  pn  school-evenings,  that  they  may  not 
be  tardy  in  their  attendance. 

The  benefits  of  evening  schools  are  too  well  known  to  need  to 
be  dwelt  upon.  They  have  everywhere  come  to  be  most  important 
and  efifective  auxiliaries  to  the  Ministry  at  Large.  They  are,  too, 
its  peculiar  and  legitimate  fruits.  The  incidental  benefits,  not  so 
commonly  dwelt  upon,  are  none  the  less  striking ;  the  school-room 
affording  to  the  young,  especially  young  men,  as  it  does,  a  refuge 
from  the  moral  contagion  and  perils  of  the  street,  keeping  them 
from  wasting  their  leisure  moments  in  idleness,  mischief,  and  sin. 
Not  the  intellectual  natures  of  the  pupils  only  are  benefited,  but 
their  moral  and  social,  by  the  atmosphere  they  breathe,  even  if  no 
word  of  ezhortati<Mi  be  spoken,  by  being  brought  thus  into  a  place 
where  all  is  so  pleasant  and  attractive  around,  and  into  contact  with 
those  fr^m  the  more  fi9tvored  and  refined  walks  of  life.  It  gives 
<he  chapel  a  stronghold  in  their  affections.  It  becomes  ever  after 
a  green  oasis  in  their  existence, — a  prized  home.  They  become 
thus  interested  in  the  other  departments  of  its  ministry,  and  are 
induced  to  attend,  as  has  been  already  the  case,  upon  the  services 
of  tile  Lord's  day. 

It  has  always  been  my  endeavor  to  be  present  eadi  evening  at 
the  school ;  and  thus  have  I  become  acquainted  with  finnilies  and 
individuals  that  I  should  not  otherwise  have  fiound^  and  more 
especially  with  the  moral  exposures  and  wants  of  the  young,  and 
have  been  enabled  to  proffer  words  of  sympathy  or  counsel. 

Our  Sunday-school  has  received  during  the  past  year,  what  it 
Imd  long  needed,  a  Superintendent.  At  the  unanimoilb  request  of 
the  teachers,  and  friends  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  uid  memben 
of'  your  Executive  G6mmittee,  Greei^  Merrill,  Esq.,  aoeepted  the 
office,  and  entered  upon  ha^  labors  in  Novonb^  last    His  long 
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eaqperience,  and  emineiii  fitoess  for  the  place,  have  enabled  him  to 
bring  the  school,  ia  all  Tesf^ects,  into  a  flourishing  condition.  Thero 
is  a  renewed  interest  on  the  part  of  teachers,  and  prompt  attention 
on  the  part  of  scholars.  The  numbers  of  both  have  been,  and  are, 
increasing.  The  school  has  not  far  from  one  hundred  and  Mtj 
members.  It  still  continues,  as  before,  the  right  arm  of  this  minis- 
try ;  a  most  e£S9ctiye  agen<r^  in  gathering  in  the  morallj  exposed 
and  neglected,  and  carrying  the  gospel  of  the  blessed  Jesus,  by  its 
various  missionary  instrumentalities,  into  many  a  benighted  house- 
hold. Our  Teachers'  Meetings  are  held  monthly,  on  Thursday 
evenings,  with  an  increased  interest^  and  oftener,  as  occasion  may 
demand.  The  past  season  they  have  taken  the  form  rather  of  Con- 
ference Meetings,  on  themes  most  appropriate  to  die  teachers' 
vocation.  The  Hiirteenth  Anniversary  of  the  School,  just  cele- 
brated <Hi  the  third  sabbath  of  February,  drew  together  a  large 
and  deeply  interested  audience.  Excellent  and  edifying  addresses 
were  made ;  the  children  acquitted  themselves  well ;  and  a  renewed 
stimulus  has  been  given,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  felt  in  this  most 
hopeful  department  of  the  Chapel  Ministry. 

On  Wednesday  evenings,  religious  services  continue  to  foe  held 
ia  the  vestry-room,  presided  over  by  the  pastor.  Sometimes  1Mb 
is  a  meeting  for  exhortation  and  Scripture  exposition,  sometimes 
for  conference  and  prayer.  At  these  meetings^  some  persons  have 
ei^Msrienoed  their  first  religions  awakenings. 

On  Friday  evenings,  Church  MeeUng^  have  been  held  in  the  same 
plaoe  as  before. 

te  Thursday  afternoons  this  room  is  occupied  by  the  Vm<m 
Sewimg  CHrcle^  oonsisting  of  ladies  of  the  different  denominations 
of  the  neighborhood,  in  c(»mection  with  the  Provident  Association, 
who  meet  for  the  purpose  of  making  up  garments  for  the  poor. 
This  is  a  very  oaeful  and  effective  charity.  The  ranks  are  full;  and 
the  meetings  very  harmonious  and  spirited,  both  blessing  and  being 
Uessed. 

Meetings  of  areligious  character  are  still  held  from  time  to  time, 
aoeordii^  to  reqoesl^  in  different  localities  in  the  neighborhood  In 
the  siekHTOom,  the  dwellings  of  poverty,  the  abodes  of  moral  degra- 
dation and  wretchedness,  the  voice  of  exhortation  and  prayer  has 
been  raised,  and  the  tide  of  gospel-influence  been  made  to  flow 
i^bere  other  gods  are  worshipped  than  the  true  God,  and  where  ^  no 
Simday  comes  a  sabbath-day."    Sometimes,  too,  your  missionary 
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has  been  present  at  the  religious  meetings  held  by  the  other  denomi- 
nations in  his  neighborhood.  He  has  visited  their  Sunday-schools, 
occupied  their  pulpits,  and  been  always  received  with  a  cordial  wel- 
come. He  has,  by  request,  conducted  religious  services  at  the 
Befuge  of  Penitent  Females,  and  visited  other  charitable  institu- 
tions. It  has  ever  been  his  endeavor  to  show  the  largeness  and 
freeness  of  this  Ministry  at  Large ;  that  it  was  not  a  ministry  of 
sect,  or  caste,  or  creed.  He  would  draw  all  the  different  religious 
societies  around  into  mutual  sympathy  and  co-operation,  on  the 
grand  catholic  basis  of  love  to  God,  and  love  to  man ;  assured  that 
no  ministry  and  no  church  can  stand,  save  upon  such  an  impreg- 
nable basis.  He  would  humbly  bless  God,  that  such  as  have  thus 
thought  with  him  have  not  entirely  labored  in  vain.  Gratif3ring 
evidences  that  such  seed  has  taken  root  may  be  seen  in  the  rise 
and  progress  of  our  Union  Prayer  MeetiTigs,  which  were  commenced 
the  last  smnmer,  and  have  been  continued  without  any  intermission 
ever  since.  Christians  of  the  different  sects  meet  together  for  an 
hour  or  more  each  Lord's  day,  in  conference  upon  their  religious 
needs,  duties,  and  privileges.  At  first  these  meetings  were  held  in 
the  different  vestries  of  the  neighborhood,  and  were  well  attended. 
Afterwards  it  was  thought  best  to  give  them  a  permanent  location. 
And  they  are  now  held  in  the  vestry  of  our  own  free  chapel,  with 

increasing  interest,  every  Sunday  evening. 

These  Sunday  Evening  Union  Meetings  do  a  two-fold  good. 
They  open  a  place  of  worship  to  many  who  are,  for  various  causes, 
unable  to  attend  the  services  of  the  day ;  who  are  longing  for  an 
evening  meeting  of  some  kind,  and  for  want  of  this  would  be  found 
wandering  about  the  streets  with  itching  ears,  to  the  peril  perhaps 
of  their  moral  principles,  and  the  better  impressions  of  that  holy 
season.  And  they  strengthen  the  glorious  principle  of  Christian 
union ;  a  principle  that  is  yet  to  triumph,  as  Christ  and  his  word  is 
true,  to  the  breaking-down  of  all  the  middle  walls  of  partition,  that 
keep  the  lovers  of  the  same  Jesus,  and  have  so  long  kept  them, 
asunder,  and  Grod's  truth  firom  being  glorified.  They  help  to  over- 
throw the  great  arch-enemy  of  the  church  of  Christ, — Party  Spirit, 
and  give  broader  expansion  to  the  omnipotent  principle  of  Christian 
Love,  the  only  lever  that  is  to  move  and  save  a  dead  and  dying 
world.  We  would  open,  and  keep  for  ever  open,  one  place,  at  least, 
in  our  city,  where  all  who  wear  the  great  badge  of  discipleship, 
the  only  one  given  by  the  Master,  that  of  Love,  can  come  together, 
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and  talk  together  on  their  common  hopes,  and  join  heart  and  hand 
together  in  the  blessed  work  of  the  world's  redemption ;  can  pause 
on  life's  journey,  and  sit  down  together  at  least  one  hour  in  the 
week,  as  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  as  in  joyful  antici- 
pation of  a  yet  more  blissful  communion  in  the  better  world,  where 
no  inquiry  will  be  made  as  to  the  names  we  have  borne,  but  only 
as  to  the  characters  we  have  formed,  and  the  work  we  have  done. 

The  unsectarian  character  of  the  chapel  is  one  of  its  chief  ad- 
vantages. Nothing  so  dogs  the  poor  efforts  of  the  missionary  as 
the  existent  bigotry  in  the  church.  When  conversing  with  the 
skeptic  upon  the  subject  of  religion,  and  urging  upon  him  the  duty 
of  attending  public  worship,  he  is  met  with  the  inquiry,  Do  you 
come  from  this  church,  or  from  that  ?  are  you  orthodox  or  liberal  ? 
And  if  he  replies  that  he  belongs  to  this  particular  sect,  he  is  sure 
to  be  met  with  the  remark,  ^^  Oh,  I  do  not  belong  to  your  sect.  I 
am  much  obliged  to  you  for  calling ;  but,  as  we  do  not  think  alike, 
you  need  not  trouble  yourself  to  call  again."  But  if  the  missionary 
can  reply,  as  the  Minister  at  Large  can,  '^  I  come,  sent  by  no  church, 
to  make  you  convert  to  no  creed  (supposing  thus  I  convert  you  to 
Christ) ;  but  I  come  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  of  a  common 
faith,  to  speak  to  you  of  your  soul's  welfare,  to  read  to  you  from 
the  word  of  Grod,  to  invhe  you  to  a  house  of  worship,  where  all  can 
worship,  of  whatsoever  name ;  where  there  is  no  creed,  or  sect,  or 
condition  acknowledged,  but  the  atmosphere  is  one  all  free," -*r- their 
plea  of  sectarian  difference  at  once  falls  to  the  ground,  and  a  hold 
is  thus  gained  on  that  skeptic's  heart  that  is  of  most  essential  ser- 
vice. The  chapels  of  the  Ministry  at  Large  are  a  standing  protest 
against  the  intolerance  and  exclusiveness  so  rife  in  the  church. 

The  number  of  worshippers  at  the  chapel  remains  about  as 
before,  still  as  fluctuating.  The  attendance  of  one  sabbath  is  no 
criterion  of  what  it  will  be  the  next.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  forty 
families  in  immediate  connection  with  the  chapel  (there  are  as 
many  as  an  hundred  and  more  beside,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  its 
minister),  not  more  than  ten  were  so  connected  when  the  present 
incumbent  first  took  charge.  Many  more,  doubtless,  would  frequent 
the  chapel,  and  many  be  more  regular  in  their  attendance,  were 
not  the  idea  still  so  industriously  circulated,  that  it  was  one  designed 
only  for  the  poor  and  the  erring,  and  that  it  was  not  quite  so  repu- 
table to  worship  there  as  in  the  other  churches  of  the  city 

The  out-door  duties  have  been  as  many  and  various  as  before. 
2 
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Each  year  brings  its  new  cases  of  suffering  and  sin.  The  number 
of  missionaiy  calls  made  have  not  been  far  from  three  thousand. .  . 
.  .  .  During  the  present  season,  my  attention  has  been  particularly 
called  to  the  sick  poor.  The  season  has  been  mild,  and  a  superficial 
observer  might  say,  as  many  have  said,  that  it  must  consequently 
have  been  a  very  favorable  season  for  the  poor.  And  so  it  has 
been  with  reference  to  the  single  matter  of  fuel.  But  this  is  not 
tibie  most  important  or  imperative  want.  I  have  seen  as  much,  if 
not  more,  suffering  this  winter,  and  have  expended  as  much,  if  not 
more,  in  the  way  of  charity,  on  account  of  the  sickness  consequent 
on  so  mild  a  season 

I  might  speak,  did  the  limits  of  this  Heport  permit,  of  another 
most  numerous  but  most  sad  class  of  the  poor,  with  whom  your 
missionary,  in  common  with  every  other  missionary,  has  had  espe- 
cially to  do,  viz.  the  intemperate  poor,  so  fast  increasing  among 
us,  and  throwing  such  a  dread  pall  over  the  future.  The  most 
lamentable  forms  of  misery  and  corruption,  such  as  cannot  be  de- 
scribed, are  all  represented  here.  There  is  an  indefinite  amount 
of  unlicensed  rum-drinking  among  us.  I  could  not  permit  myself 
to  speak  of  this  gigantic  evil  as  I  would,  and  as  I  feel.  Its  shattered 
wrecks  lie  all  around  us,  not  confined  within  doors,  and  shut  from 
the  light  of  day,  as  once  was  getting  to  be  the  case  among  us  ;  but 
they  meet  us  at  every  step  in  the  open  street, — the  young  and  the 
old,  with  no  distinction  of  sex  or  condition,  living  monuments  of 
shame  upon  our  boasted  Christian  civilization.  Oh!  it  is  sad  to 
think  that  man  will  so  sacrifice  principle  and  love  in  ministering  to 
such  an  accursed  appetite  in  his  brother-man.  Mournful  it  is  that 
it  is  not  in  the  heart  of  this  community  to  rise  up  and  protect  itself 
against  the  inroads  of  this  terrific  scourge.  The  Ministry  at  Lai^e 
can  do  but  little, — Philanthropy  can  do  but  little, —  Christianity  can 
do  but  little,  if  a  healthy  moral  public  sentiment,  whether  embodied 
in  a  law  or  not  so  embodied,  is  not  forthwith  aroused,  and  does  not 
come  to  the  rescue  of  these  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  right 
in  our  own  midst,  and  before  our  own  eyes,  going  down  to  moral 
and  eternal  perdition. 

The  past  year  has  been  an  encouraging  year  in  this  work. 
Tour  minister  has  much  to  be  thankful  for  in  his  continued  health, 
and  the  warm  sympathy  and  hearty  co-operation  and  substantial 
help  which  he  has  received  from  friends  of  all  the  denominations.  So 
various  are  the  calls  of  this  ministry  and  of  its  minister  (including 
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those  which  grow  out  of  his  connection  with  public  schools  and 
yarious  benevolent  associations),  that,  if  all  its  departments  are  not 
fiillj  attended  to  with  equal  ability,  he  would  crave  that  charily 
that  ^  thinketh  no  evil."  His  will  is  right, — his  heart  devoted  to 
do  what  he  can. 


Mr.  Winkley's  Report  is  brief,  and  will  speak  for 
itself. 

MR.   WINKLEY'S    REPORT. 

Boston,  Majpoh  1, 1863. 

Grentlemen, — It  is  difficult  to  write  a  report  It  is  more  diffi- 
cult to  have  it  read  or  listened  to  with  interest  This  is  owing,  in 
part,  to  the  multitude  of  reports  thrown  to  the  public  annually ; 
in  part  to  the  dry  form  in  which  they  must  appear;  but  more,  per- 
haps, to  the  great  sameness  and  little  profit  they  must  necessarily 
bring  to  persons  in  general.  Nevertheless,  reports  are  absolutely 
necessary,  especially  from  Ministers  at  Large.  It  is  the  only  time 
they  can  find  an  opportunity  of  returning  to  "  the  Fraternity,"  whence 
they  come,  and  of  relating  to  their  brethren  both  the  pleasantness 
and  profitableness  of  their  yearly  journey.  The  Minister  at  Large 
sometimes  meets  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Fraternity  on  a  Sunday, 
and  pours  out  a  little  of  his  feelings  through  a  sermon  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  this  I  believe  to  be  good ;  for  the  profound  attention  and 
ready  sympathy  given  by  congregations  at  such  times  send  your 
minister  to  his  field  again,  feeling  that  he  is  blessed  beyond  all  other 
ministers  in  that  he  has  the  kindly  affection  of  his  own  fiock,  and 
the  holy  bendiction  and  "  God  speed  you "  of  all  others.  This 
preaching,  however,  is  only  communication  with  "  a  Branch."  "  The 
Fraternity  "  have  not  been  met,  save  in  the  reports.  In  time  past 
I  have  felt  that  too  much  dependence  was  placed  on  these  reports ; 
not  on  the  fidelity  of  your  ministers'  representations,  but  on  their 
ability  to  represent  their  doings.  I  have,  therefore,  from  time  to 
time  urged,  as  far  as  I  could  with  propriety,  the  increase  of  dele- 
gates' visits.    I  know  of  no  such  cheering  feature  of  this  last  year 
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as  the  change  in  this  respect.  We  never  have  had  so  frequent 
calls  irom  delegates,  and  never  until  this  year  have  been  visited  at 
all  by  them  at  our  weekly  meetings.  I  am  sure,  if  the  Ministry  at 
Large  is  what  it  claims  to  be,  and  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  concern- 
ing that,  the  more  familiar  acquaintance  the  delegates  have  with  all 
its  operations,  the  more  heartily  will  flow  towards  it  the  kindly  and 
sacred  interest  of  the  denomination. 

I  have  to  report  that  in  the  Adult  Evening  School,  held  for  sixty- 
four  evenings  in  our  vestry  this  last  fall  and  winter,  there  has 
been  an  average  attendance,  on  alternate  evenings,  of  eighty  females 
and  seventy  males,  of  an  average  of  eighteen  years  of  age,  under 
twelve  teachers  per  night.  When  I  write  that  statement,  made 
upon  the  authority  of  one  of  the  superintendents,  I  cannot  help 
saying  that  it  is  a  blessed  institution.  But  what  can  I  feel  on  the 
subject  in  comparison  to  Be  v.  Messrs.  Peabody  and  Gray,  or  any 
teacher  laboring  there?  The  members  of  the  school  are  about 
seven-eighths  foreigners,  and  therefore  but  few  are  of  my  flock.  I 
am  so  engaged  with  my  own  labor  that  I  cannot  often  be  present  at 
this  school.  Now,  for  these  very  reasons,  I  nowhere  so  realize  the 
importance  of  direct  communication  with  the  Fraternity  as  when  I 
stand  in  that  school-room,  and  see  and  feel  what  no  figures,  no 
reports,  have  the  power  to  bring  to  me.  Then,  and  ever  after, 
when  I  recall  the  scene,  I  want  myself  to  have  somewhat  to  do 
with  it  So  with  the  more  blessed  work  of  this  ministry ;  I  say 
more  blessed,  because  that  evening  school  enlightens  the  mind  on 
temporal  things,  while  this  ministry  acts  for  temporal  and  eternal 
truth  and  goodness. 

I  turn  to  the  Howard  Sunday  School,  in  which  I  have  labored 
for  six  years  or  more ;  and  when  I  report  from  our  faithful  Superin- 
tendent of  twenty-two  years,  that  there  are  two  hundred  and  sixty 
members,  and  forty-six  teachers  connected  with  it,  I  am  sure  that 
those  figures  will  bring  pleasant  images  to  these  forty-six  teachers, 
and  to  hundreds  of  others  who  have  been  teachers. 

Were  I  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Central  Board  of  this  past 
year,  in  behalf  of  the  interests  of  that  school,  I  am  sure  I  should 
have  their  more  hearty  response,  from  the  fact  that  two  of  them 
have  ever  been  faithful  visitors  to  the  school ;  one  has  aided  us  in 
our  anniversary  this  year,  and  the  other  two  have  been  teachers 
danng  the  last  year.  One  of  these  last  is  among  the  oldest  teach- 
ers of  the  school,  and  is  now  (although  superintending  Suffolk- 
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sHtreet  Sundaj  School),  and  for  a  long  time  has  been,  one  of  our 
assistant  superintendents. 

Could  we  but  have,  not  only  more  visits  from  delegates,  but  also 
more  co-workers, — those  who  would  come  from  the  Fraternity  as  a 
fraternity,  or  from  the  congregations,  either  to  aid  in  our  adult 
school,  or  children's  Sunday-school,  in  our  social  meetings,  or  in 
any  other  way,  we  soon  should  have  five  chapels  in  the  city  to 
support  where  now  we  have  one,  and  a  thousand  warm  hearts  for 
the  work  where  we  now  have  a  hundred. 

In  connection  with  the  Howard  Sunday  School,  I  cannot  refrain 
&om  alluding  to  a  delightful  social  gathering  of  the  teachers  at  the 
house  of  F.  C.  Manning,  Esq.,  one  of  our  assistant  superintendents. 
Upon  this  occasion,  the  past  and  present  teachers  of  the  school 
presented  to  their  devoted  Superintendent  (£.  Cobb,  Esq.)  a  beauti- 
ful silver  pitcher,  as  a  token  of  their  gratitude,  and  appreciation  of 
his  faithAil  services. 

The  adult  Sunday-school,  held  on  Sunday  noons,  has  averaged 
an  attendance  of  forty-one.  This  school  has  been  pursuing  a  course 
in  Old  Testament  History.  Besides  these  members,  about  sixty 
others  have  been  doing  the  same,  making  a  total  of  one  hundred 
individuals,  including  twenty-five  children,  pursuing  a  regular  course 
of  Biblical  study. 

Including  the  five  services  of  the  sabbath,  I  generally  attend 
£rom  thirteen  to  sixteen  meetings  per  week.  My  calls  and  my 
mode  of  receiving  calls  are  the  same  as  heretofore.  In  all  these, 
and  in  all  other  departments  of  my  work,  we  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition.  The  Sunday  and  occasional  services  are  always  well 
attended.  The  results  are  as  encouraging  as  those  of  any  year  of 
my  connection  with  the  ministry. 

The  best  way  to  bring  the  practical  workings  of  this  ministry 
before  others  is,  of  course,  by  illustrations  drawn  from  personal 
observation.  To  this,  however,  there  are  two  objections :  one  is, 
that  individuals  hear  of  it,  and  feel,  and  justly  feel,  that  their  do- 
mestic privacy  has  been  invaded ;  the  other  is,  that  extreme  cases, 
which  most  interest,  are  rare,  from  being  extreme,  and  therefore 
are  mifair  cases  to  present.  When  I  had  finished  the  preceding 
paragraph  of  this  report,  an  old  lady  called  upon  me,  saying  that 
she  expected  to  leave  the  city  this  week.  I  informed  her  of  what 
I  was  doing,  and  asked  her  permission  to  allude  to  her  case.  She 
smilingly  replied,  "  Any  thing  you  can  say  about  us,  which  will  do 
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jou  good,  70U  are  welcome  to."  Her  case  is  not  annsaal,  and 
therefore  a  fair  one. 

Fourteen  years  ago,  Bev.  Mr.  Gray  called  upon  her,  and  found 
her  husband  very  sick.  She  had  five  children,  the  youngest  an 
infant  Mr.  Gray  aided  and  counselled  her.  Her  husband,  shortly 
after,  left  this  world.  Her  older  children  were  gathered  into  the 
Sunday-school.  Rev.  Mr.  Waterston  watered  the  seed  sown  by  Mr. 
Gray.  By  him  she  was  received  into  the  church.  Since  that  time 
she  has  passed  through  much  sickness,  and,  like  all  of  us,  many 
trials.  She  has  remained  connected  with  the  chapel,  through  the 
ministry  of  Dr.  Bigelow  and  myself.  Her  children  have,  one  after 
another,  been  trained  in  our  Sunday-school.  The  infant  has  joined 
its  father.  The  other  children  are  settled,  and  are  caring  for  them- 
selves and  their  mother ;  her  home  is  with  them ;  her  days  of  need 
are  past;  for,  in  her  children's  prosperity,  she  has  found  her  own. 
That  her  Christian  faith  has  done  much  for  her,  my  constant  obser- 
vation can  bear  testimony.  And  now,  though  two  hours  ago  her 
physician  told  her  that  she  had  a  cancer,  her  spirits  are  cheerftil,  and 
her  word  is,  "  If  it  prove  fatal  to  this  body,  I  shall  go  home ;  I  am 
not  worried  in  the  least."  "Fourteen  years  of  blessed  comfort 
have  I  taken  in  the  chapel,"  she  says,  and  those  fourteen  years  have 
not  only  given  her  "  blessed  comfort "  here,  but  shall  fit  her  in  part 
for  her  heavenly  home.  In  this  simple  case,  it  can  be  seen  that 
a  poor  family  has  been  aided,  lifted  out  of  want,  and  cheered  on 
in  the  pathway  of  life,  as  we  all,  in  like  circumstances,  should  desire 
to  be. 

This  is  what  the  Ministry  at  Large  has  done,  and  is  doing,  for 
hundreds  of  families.  Long  may  its  blessings  continue  to  fiow; 
and  long  may  I  be  deemed  a  fit  agent  in  this  soul-elevating  work ! 


Dr.  Bigelow's  Report  includes  the  results  of  his 
observations  made  in  England  during  the  last  sum- 
mer. On  account  of  its  length,  we  shall  abridge 
part,  and  give  extracts  from  the  rest. 

Dr.  Bigelow  embarked  for  England  on  the  9th  of 
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last  June ;  reached  Liverpool  on  the  20th ;  was  kindly 
received  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Martineau  and  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Bishop;  and,  after  accompanying  the  latter  gentle- 
man on  his  missionary  walk,  and  visiting  the  criminal 
courts  and  other  objects  of  interest,  took  the  train 
for  London  on  the  22d.  There  he  remained  for  six 
weeks,  visiting  the  various  institutions,  charitable, 
penal,  moral,  and  religious ;  the  schools,  &c.  Of  the 
establishments  for  education,  he  examined  every  class, 
secular  and  religious,  from  King's  College,  London,  to 
the  poorest  Ragged  School ;  together  with  the  Sunday- 
schools  connected  with  the  London  Domestic  Mission, 
and  many  of  those  supported  by  the  Established 
Church,  the  Independents,  Presbyterians,  Unitarians, 
and  other  dissenters.  He  visited  many  of  the  metro- 
politan prisons  and  workhouses.  These  latter  are  all 
vast  establishments,  one  of  them  giving  support  to 
five  thousand  in-door  and  out-door  pensioners. 

• 
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Among  the  other  institutions  examined  were  hospitals  of  various 
kinds,  —  retreats  provided  bj  private  benefactions  for  the  aged  and 
infirm,  the  unprotected,  the  shelterless,  the  orphan,  —  public  baths 
and  wash-houses,  both  in  East  and  West  London,  —  the  principal 
model  lodging-houses  for  families,  and  for  single  men  and  single 
women;  also  soup-kitchens,  including  the  large  establishments  in 
Leicester  Square  and  Victoria  Road ;  Ragged  DormJtories  for  the 
young ;  Night  Asylums  for  destitute  adults  of  either  sex ;  Colo- 
nial Training  Listitutions,  ^c* 

The  police  of  London,  the  admirable  protective  force  of  the  vast 

*  I  should  add,  that  reports  of  aU  these  institutions,  and  many  more,  —  likewise 
their  rules  and  regulations,  dietaries,  et  centra^  were  collected  and  brought  home  for 
personal  use,  and  the  benefit  of  others. 


16  NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  RBPOBT. 

metropolis,  was  the  subject  of  careful  observation.     By  the  kind- 
ness of  Sir  Richard  Mayne,  the  chief  of  the  department,  wh«  pro- 
posed the  visit,  and  furnished  a  carriage,  with  an  escort  of  two 
officers  (an  inspector  and  a  detective,  for  my  attendants),  I  was 
taken  one  night  on  a  round  of  exploration  to  what  may  be  termed 
subterranean  London ;  being  conducted,  first,  to  a  central  station  of 
the  police,  for  inspection  of  the  cells,  then  fast  filling  up  with 
wretched  inmates,  seized  for  some  breaches  of  the  peace,  or  graver 
offences,  by  the  officers  on  duty ;  thence  to  the  quarters  of  the  Fire 
Department,  where  the  men  in  charge,  with  horses  equipped,  were 
keeping  vigil,  ready  to  rush  on  the  first  note  of  alarm,  with  engines 
and  ladders,  to  the  place  of  threatened  conflagration ;  next,  to  more 
dreadful  scenes,  —  the  haunts  of  the  vilest  and  most  depraved  of 
both  sexes,  —  desperate   characters,   among  whom,  but  for  the 
presence  of  the  officers  by  my  side  (who  stood  among  them  with 
calm,  but  stern  and  determined  front),  I  should  not  have  been  safe 
one  moment  from  robbery  or  violence.     In  Rosemary  Lane,  Wap- 
ping,  and  Whitechapel,  I  was  introduced  to  such  dens,  and  wit- 
nessed the  orgies  with  which  the  inmates  made  "night  hideous." 
I  was  thence  conducted  to  the  miserable  lodging-houses,  the  nightly 
penny-a-head  shelters,  of  the  lowest  of  London's  poor;   where, 
huddled  together  in  wretched  tenements,  situated  in  crowded,  ill- 
ventilated,  filthy  courts,  strewn  on  floors,  from  basement  to  attic, 
with  only  litters  of  rags  or  thin  sacking  of  straw,  were  seen  men 
and  women,  the  old  and  the  young,  mothers  and  babes,  confusedly 
lying  together,  stretched  in  all  directions ;  many  of  the  groups  dis- 
posed with  positions  reversed,  heads  and  feet  alternating  against  the 
walls,  and  children  resting  crosswise  over  their  bare  limbs.     Not  a 
few  of  these  creatures  were  found  in  perfect  nudity,  and  seemed 
nothing  disconcerted  as  the  light  from  our  lanterns  glared  upon 
them,  and  roused  them  from  their  deep  slumbers  to  a  momentary 
consciousness  of  their  being.     So  crowded  were  these  abodes  that 
it  appeared  impossible,  in  some  cases,  for  human  foot  to  tread 
through  the  prostrate  mass  without  crusliing  some  poor  sleeper. 
Nevertheless,  at  the  summons  of  the  police,  the  keeper  went  before, 
clearing  a  passage,  that  closed  as  we  advanced  with  cautious  step ; 
and  we  proceeded  from  room  to  room,  and  floor  to  floor,  amid  foul 
and  offensive  atmospheres,  —  the  more  oppressive  for  the  warmth 
of  a  July  night,  —  making  it  a  wonder  how  the  miserable  occupants 
of  those  frightful  dormitories  could  ejitract  therefrom  enough  of  the 
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vital  air  for  the  support  of  bare  existence.  The  effect  was  so  sick- 
ening and  disabling  to  myself  personally, — in  connection  with  other 
scenes  witnessed,  and  the  painful  reflections  induced, —  as  physi- 
cally to  indispose  me  for  several  days  following. 

Passing  from  these  dwellings  (some  half-dozen  of  which  I  visited 
in  different  localities),  we  drove  next  to  a  better  class  of  lodging 
houses, — though  by  no  means  of  the  "model"  style,  —  licensed, 
and  placed  under  government  inspection,  where  accommodations 
somewhat  approaching  comfort^  but  at  higher  price,  are  furnished 
to  nightly  occupants ;  in  which,  nevertheless,  there  is  great  call  for 
improvement.  My  explorations  on  this  eventful  night  terminated 
here,  and  I  was  set  down  at  my  door  in  Piccadilly  at  four  in  the 
morning, — in  broad  daybreak,  —  when  the  last  carriages  had  not 
ceased  rolling  homewards  with  their  fair  freights  from  the  gay 
saloons  and  banqueting-haUs  of  aristocratic  Westminster,  —  inviting 
reflections  on  the  contrasts  of  human  life  and  conditions  in  England's 
ci^ital,  not  the  most  cheering.  I  had  devoted  nearly  six  hours  to 
the  strange  sight-seeing  thus  imperfectly  sketched,  and  was  driven 
nearly  twelve  miles. 

Having  completed,  so  far  as  time  and  opportunities  would  admit, 
an  inspection  of  objects  of  chief  interest  in  London,  I  accepted  an 
invitation  to  visit  a  few  friends  resident  in  Paris.  Returning,  alter 
a  week's  absence,  to  England,  I  set  out  for  the  provinces ;  proceed- 
ing first  to  Bristol,  visiting  our  brethren  there,  the  mission-station, 
and  the  prominent  institutions  of  the  place ;  thence  I  passed  to  Bir- 
mingham, journeying  next  to  Derby,  Leicester,  Peterboro',  Boston, 
Lincok,  Sheffield,  Manchester,. Leeds,  Halifax,  York,  Edinburgh, 
Stirling,  Aberdeen,  Perth,  Glasgow,  and  Greenock.  From  Green- 
ock I  crossed  to  Dublin,  stopping  there  five  days,  to  visit  its  schools, 
hospitab,  and  work-houses.  Thence  I  proceeded  to  Maynooth,  en 
rtnUe  to  the  West  and  South  of  Lreland ;  visiting  the  provinces 
of  Connaught  and  Munst^ ;  from  G^way  going  to  Ennis^  Limerick, 
Glonmell,  Tipperary,  Waterford,  Kilkenny,  Eildare,  and  Carlow ; 
back  to  Dublin.  Next,  after  resting  a  night,  I  crossed  to  Holy- 
head, and  went  to  London ;  thence,  after  a  short  stay,  to  Liverpool, 
and  on  the  18th  of  September  embarked  for  home.  Arriving  here 
on  the  eve  of  Wednesday,  the  29th,  I  resumed  my  place  at  the 
Office  of  the  Ministry  on  the  day  subsequent ;  and,  i^ith  a  glad  and 
grateful  heart,  once  more  put  myself  in  communication  with  the 
poor  of  my  charge, 
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Mj  Special  desire  and  purpose  in  visiting  England  was  to  form 
a  personal  acquaintance  with  our  brethren  there  employed  in  the 
Ministry  at  Large,  —  to  visit  their  schools  and  chapels,  and  inquire 
into  their  plans  and  modes  of  operation.  The  Ministiy  at  Large, 
as  projected  and  set  on  foot  by  its  benevolent  founder,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Tuckerman,  was  early  adopted  by  our  brethren  of  kibdred  faith  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic ;  and  it  was  gratifying  to  see  the  bust 
or  an  engraving  of  that  good  and  revered  man,  conspicuously  dis- 
played in  the  mission-chapels  or  pastors'  houses  of  our  fellow- 
workers  in  like  fields  of  philanthropy,  in  our  father-land. 

The  existing  organized  Ministries  at  Large  (caUed  ^Domestic 
Missions  ")  in  England  embrace  ten  stations,  in  the  cities  of  Liver- 
pool, London,  Bristol,  Birmingham,  Leicester,  Manchester,  Leeds, 
and  Halifax.  All  these  I  visited,  and  formed  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  their  several  pastors ;  with  the  exception  of  Bev.  Mr.  Brooks, 
of  Birmingham,  unfortunately  absent.  The  mission-stations,  with 
their  pastors,  are  as  follows : — Two  in  London  (viz.  Cripplegate  and 
Spicer-street),  the  Bev.  Messrs.  Yidler  and  Gorkran ;  Liverpool,  the 
Bev.  Francis  Bishop,  with  his  associate.  Rev.  John  James  Bishop, 
and  Mr.  Jones,  assistant ;  Bristol  (Lower  Montague-street,  in  con- 
nection with  Lewin's  Mead),  Rev.  Mr.  Shearman;  Birmingham, 
two  stations,  old  meeting  supplied  by  Rev.  Thos.  Bowring, — new 
meeting  by  Rev.  J.  6.  Brooks ;  Manchester,  the  Rev.  John  Layhe ; 
Leicester  (great  meeting),  the  Rev.  Joseph  Dare;  Leeds  (Hol- 
beck  suburb),  the  Rev.  Edward  Hall;  Halifax,  general  missionary, 
Mr.  Abel  Wadsworth.  All  these  places  I  visited,  and-  formed,  as 
remarked,  a  pleasing  personal  acquaintance  with  the  several  mis- 
sionaries, with  the  exception  above  stated.  By  the  brethren,  one 
and  all,  I  was  kindly,  nay,  cordially,  welcomed,  and  was  furnished 
with  reports  and  verbal  information  in  respect  to  their  doings,  diffi- 
culties, and  encouragements,  —  the  condition  of  the  poor,  their  habits 
and  hardships,  state  of  morals,  and  the  various  charitable,  educa- 
tional, and  religious  helps  provided  for  their  benefit.  In  the  seve- 
ral towns,  I  was  accompanied  by  these  gentlemen  over  the  scenes 
of  their  missionary  labors,  and  introduced  to  the  humble  dwellings 
of  their  poor.  In  Manchester,  I  was  introduced  to  two  fiunilies 
who  had  been  visited  by  Dr.  Tuckerman,  when  he  was  last  in  Eng- 
land. They  were  worthy  and  pious  people,  and  the  visit  was  still 
fresh  in  their  memory ;  and  when  they  learned  that  I,  too,  had 
personally  known  him,  was  a  stranger  from  the  same  city,  and  a 
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laborer  in  the  same  blessed  work  to  which  he  had  devoted  his  last 
and  best  days,  their  ejes  overflowed  with  tears,  and  thej  gave  me 
a  heartj  welcome. 

In  justice  to  our  £nglish  brethren,  I  should  state,  that  they  all 
appeared  to  me  to  be  fiEuthful,  earnest,  and  devoted  laborers  in  the 
good  work.  With  the  exception  of  Mr.  Wadsworth,  of  Halifax,  all 
have  places  of  worship,  usnallj  mission-rooms,  in  aid  of  their  min- 
istries. That  of  Leeds — situated,  indeed,  in  the  outskirts — has 
been  erected  this  year.  It  is  of  the  plainest  construction,  almost 
to  rudeness,  in  its  interior  fittings ;  the  whole  cost  not  exceeding 
600  pounds.  With  most  of  these  mission-establishments  Sunday 
and  day  schools  are  connected ;  the  latter  being  continued,  in  some 
cases,  into  the  evenings,  for  special  classes. 

Pupils  in  the  day-schools  are  assessed  a  small  tax,  varying  from 
Id.  to  3d.  per  week.  This,  besides  the  benefit  of  the  small  revenue 
derived,  is  thought  to  give  a  feeling  of  independence  to  the  atten- 
dants ;  distinguishing  them  from  the  classes  of  the  Bagged  Schools. 
The  morning  and  aflemoon  of  the  sabbath  are  usually  appropri- 
ated to  Sunday-school  instruction ;  the  evening  to  religious  services 
for  a  mixed  congregation.  With  the  several  mission-houses  other 
benevolent  or  useful  agencies  are  associated,  —  as  sewing  and  Bible 
dasses;  mutual  improvement  societies;  libraries, for  old  and  young 
(a  small  charge  being  made  for  the  loan  of  books)  ;  sewing  dubs 
and  provident  unions,  to  encourage  deposits  of  the  frugal  earnings  of 
the  poor  against  the  calls  of  sickness  and  age.  In  general,  at  stated 
evenings,  a  temperance  meeting  or  a  meeting  for  discussion  is  held 
weekly  at  the  chapels.  The  Sunday-school  instruction  is  by  no 
means  confined  to  the  religious  element  It  embraces  also  the 
earliest  rudimentary  teaching,  instruction  in  reading,  writing,  and 
elementary  arithmetic,  such  as  is  given  in  our  primary  and  inter- 
mediate schools.  The  remark  is  applicable  to  other  Sunday- 
schools, — espedally  in  the  manufacturing  towns, — both  of  the 
established  church  and  dissenting  denominations ;  and  I  have  seen 
in  English  Sunday-schools,  classes  of  children  and  adults  exercised 
in  the  alphabet,  or  occupied  with  their  slates  and  copy-books.  .  •  • 

The  children  in  these  schools  are  of  a  much  lower  order  than 
those  usually  found  in  our  schools.  .  .  •  The  Minister  at  Large  in 
England  has  to  contend  with  recklessness  and  coarse  manners,— 
with  stolid  ignorance  and  hard-grained  pr^udice, — with  skepti- 
dam,  infidelity,  and  downright  atheism, —  in  addition  to  the  oommon 
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errors  and  infirmities,  the  vicious  habits,  and  gross  immoralities, 
natorallj  to  be  looked  for  in  the  lowest  and  most  degraded  classes 
of  society. 

Among  the  Spitalfields  weavers,  and  others  of  like  condition, — 
also  in  the  manufacturing  towns,  among  the  speculative  and  reading 
part  of  the  people,  there  is  much  of  bold  and  avowed  atheism.  A 
vast  deal  of  pernicious  literature  is  scattered  among  them,  and 
eagerly  bought  up.  They  are  the  principal  patrons  of  journals  and 
periodicals  of  the  most  impious  character.  Of  these  the  London 
"Reasoner," — a  periodical  conducted  with  a  show  of  candor,  by 
an  unscrupulous  man  of  great  cleverness,  and  not  without  some  per- 
sonal titles  to  respect,  —  exerts,  perhaps,  the  most  baleful  influence. 
I  was  told  that  twelve  or  thirteen  dozen  copies  of  this  journal  are 
subscribed  for  by  the  operatives  in  the  single  borough  of  Leeds ; 
and  they  circulate  widely  from  hand  to  hand.  In  Bristol,  too,  the 
poison  is  diffused.  A  statement  made  to  the  late  missionary,  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Smith,  founded  on  returns  furnished  by  the  salesmen 
themselves,  contains  some  particulars  which  I  deem  worthy  of  being 
transcribed.  "You  may  rely,"  says  the  witness,  "on  the  following 
statements.  For  convenience,  I  have  divided  the  literature  that 
circulates  among  the  working  classes,  and  the  poor  generally,  into 
four  divisions :  1st,  Works  of  a  moral  and  elevating  tendency ;  such 
as  Chambers's  and  the  People's  Journals,  Dickens's  Household 
Words,  ice  2d,  Works  which,  to  say  the  least  that  can  be  said  of 
them,  are  harmless, — neither  elevating  nor  immoral;  such  as  the 
London  Journal,  &c  dd.  Works  of  a  decidedly  immoral  tendency ; 
such  as  the  Mysteries  of  the  Court  of  London,  Dick  Turpin,  Paul 
difibrd,  Jack  Shepherd,  The  Dreadful  Oath,  Black  Pirate,  The 
Death  Ship,  and  many  more. «  The  fourth  class  consists  of  periodi- 
cals, such  as  the  Beasoner,  Free  Thinker's  Magazine,  Cooper's 
Journal,  Barker's  People,  &c,  which  circulate  exclusively  among 
the  most  intelligent  of  the  working  classes.  The  two  first  of  this 
dass  are  atheistical ;  the  others  advocate  unbelief  in  revelation,  and 
are  as  much  political  as  theological.  It  has  been  ascertained  from 
seven  of  the  principal  venders  of  these  publications  in  the  town 
of  Bristol,  that  seven  only  of  the  highest  dass  are  sold,  three  hundred 
and  eighty-four  of  the  merely  amusing  kind,  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
fiafur  of  a  bad  description,  and  fifiy-five  of  the  atheistical  and 
ddalical  kind.'' 
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The  account  of  Dr.  Bigelow's  observations  abroad 
is  followed  by  a  statement  of  his  labors  since  his 
return.  He  observes  that  the  past  winter,  though 
mild,  has  been  attended  with  much  sickness  among 
the  poor,  and  corresponding  labor  among  the  Minis- 
ters at  Large.  He  tells  us  that  the  poor  in  Boston 
are  worse  lodged,  in  proportion  to  the  rent  which 
they  pay,  than  in  any  other  large  city  in  this  country, 
unless  perhaps  in  some  parts  of  New  York  ;  and 
that  in  Liverpool,  though  a  fourth  part  of  its  popula- 
tion is  Irish,  and  its  native  poor  numerous,  the 
dwellings  of  the  poor  are  decidedly  better  and  cheaper 
than  here.  He  observed  that  benevolent  men  in 
England  are  erecting  Model  Lodging  Houses,  and 
introducing  various  sanitary  improvements.  The 
Model  Lodging  Houses  of  London,  comprising  six  or 
seven  edifices,  deserve  their  name,  and  have  proved 
good  pecuniary  investments,  except  one  built  for 
single  lodgers.  Dr.  Bigelow  calls  attention  to  the 
efforts  which  some  wealthy  and  philanthropic  men 
among  us  are  making  to  introduce  similar  improve- 
ments, and  suggests  that  the  city  might  take  part 
in  the  work ;  that,  as  it  is  the  owner  of  markets, 
wharves,  and  warehouses,  it  might  also  build  and  let 
convenient  and  healthful  tenements  to  the  poor  and 
laboring  classes.  The  most  serious  obstruction  to  the 
good  influences  of  our  Sunday-schools  are  found  in 
the  miserable  character  of  the  habitations  of  the  poor. 

The  ^^  Industrial  Boom,"  conducted  by  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Bigelow,  has  enlarged  its  operations  this  year, 
and  has  furnished  useful  and  profitable  occupation 
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to  many  deserving  women.  The  opportunities  there 
afforded  to  applicants  of  showing  what  they  could  do, 
have  enabled  many  of  them  to  obtain  comfortable 
situations  elsewhere.  Nearly  three  hundred  persons 
have  been  aided  by  it  during  the  year ;  three  thousand 
dollars  spent  for  wages  and  materials,  and  four  hun- 
dred dollars  more  for  rent,  services,  &c.  The  receipts 
have  been  eighteen  hundred  dollars  for  work  ordered 
or  provided,  and  a  thousand  dollars  from  two  sales 
held  in  April  and  January.  These  receipts,  added  to 
contributions  from  various  sources,  have  enabled  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Bigelow  to  meet  the  expenditures. 

Owing  to  Dr.  Bigelow's  absence  in  England  during 
the  summer,  his  ministerial  visits  have  been  less  by 
one-third  than  they  were  during  the  preceding  year. 
He  has  not  often  preached,  but  has  ministered  from 
house  to  house,  carrying  the  Bible  and  the  tract,  and 
performing  the  offices  of  religion  for  those  who  could 
not  attend  places  of  public  worship.  He  has  also 
arranged  a  series  of  Sunday  evening  meetings,  in  a 
quarter  where  he  thinks  them  likely  to  do  good. 

Dr.  Bigelow  has  occasionally  visited  the  prison, 
which  he  describes  as  admirably  managed.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  inmates  he  finds  to  have  been 
brought  thither  by  intemperance.  He  also  alludes  to 
the  prevalence  of  licentiousness,  and  mentions  an 
unsuccessful  search  which  he  made,  with  the  help  of 
two  police-officers,  to  discover  the  only  daughter  of  a 
widow,  who  had  come  from  the  country,  and  applied 
to  him  for  aid  to  recover  her  child,  who  had  been 
decoyed  into  houses  of  ill-fame. 
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The  friends  who  have  been  accustomed  to  make 
Dr.  Bigelow  their  almoner  have  continued  their 
liberality;  and  one  munificent  benefactor,  Samuel 
Appleton,  Esq.,  has  given  him  five  hundred  dollars, 
"  to  take  care  of  the  poor." 

The  receipts  of  the  office  have  been  ;jfl603,  exclu- 
sive of  the  income  from  the  Lienow  fund,  which  has 
been  ;jfl09.40 ;  the  expenditures  and  appropriations 
have  been  $1Z21.62;  leaving  a  balance  of  ;5f384.78. 


At  the  close  of  the  last  year,  Mrs.  Bigelow  resigned 
her  place  as  a  missionary  in  the  service  of  the  Frater- 
nity ;  but,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, consented  to  resume  the  office  on  the  following 
terms,  proposed  by  herself,  viz.:  that  she  should 
receive  no  salary  in  future,  but  that  the  amount 
which  had  hitherto  been  paid  to  her  as  a  salary, 
to  wit,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  should  be 
appropriated  to  be  expended  by  her  for  missionary 
purposes.  Mrs.  Bigelow  has  therefore  served  during 
the  past  year  without  salary,  and  has,  according  to 
her  generous  proposal,  received  the  amount  just 
mentioned,  to  be  expended  for  purposes  connected 
with  her  mission.     Her  report  is  as  follows :  — 

MRS.   BIGELOW'S    REPORT. 

To  bring  another  report  before  your  Committee,  after  having 
stated  in  mj  last  one  that  mj  connection  with  your  Board  would 
terminate  with  the  past  year,  might  seem  to  require  some  ezplana- 
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tion ;  and  that  must  be  given  in  the  confidence  jou  extended  to- 
wards me,  by  offering  to  place  at  my  disposal,  for  charitable  pur- 
poses, the  same  amount  that  had  been  paid  me  as  a  salary  during 
the  last  three  years,  and  allowing  me  to  labor  in  the  service  of  the 
"  Fraternity  "  without  any  personal  pecuniary  compensation. 

I  was  thus  enabled  to  go  forth  to  my  duties,  not  only  with  a  feel- 
ing of  independence,  which  as  your  paid  agent  I  never  could  have 
experienced,  but  with  a  heart  warmed  with  gratitude  by  your  gen- 
erous kindness. 

The  opportunity  you  have  afforded  me  of  assisting  in  my  own 
way,  and  according  to  my  own  judgment,  those  who  required  such 
aid,  has  indeed  proved  a  priceless  boon. 

We  are  told  by  one  of  high  authority,  that  there  "  is  a  time  to 
give ; "  and  the  truth  of  this  saying  is  often  brought  home  to  the 
heart  of  the  "  visitors  to  the  poor"  with  great  power.  They  find 
by  their  daily  experience  that  there  is  a  time,  and  a  right  time,  to 
give,  not  only  pecuniary  aid,  but  sympathy,  advice,  and  active  co- 
operation ;  and,  when  these  are  seasonably  afforded,  effectual  relief 
is  obtained  for  those  who  might  otherwise  have  remamed  perma- 
nently disabled.  It  seems  to  me,  as  far  as  my  experience  extends, 
that  '^alms  "  should  be  bestowed  in  the  same  manner  as  medicine  is 
administered  to  a  suffering  patient,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring 
health,  and  not  as  an  article  of  daily  food.  In  the  former  case,  it 
often  proves  of  great  value ;  but  in  the  latter,  a  poisonous  aliment. 

Although  my  labors  have  been  chiefiy  confined  to  females,  yet, 
whenever  an  opportunity  has  been  offered  whereby  I  could  benefit 
the  husband,  brother,  or  son  of  such,  I  have  gladly  availed  myself 
of  its  advantages.  Yet,  as  the  sphere  of  a  woman  is  necessarily 
limited,  I  have  thought  it  the  part  of  true  wisdom  to  select  only 
such  a  portion  of  the  field  as  I  could  cultivate  satisfactorily  to  my- 
self, and  advantageously  to  others ;  and  where,  at  the  same  time,  I 
could  promote  the  benevolent  designs  of  your  institution. 

The  message  sent  to  John,  eighteen  centuries  ago,  that  '^  to  the 
poor  the  gospel  is  preached,"  is  the  same  that  Christian  missionaries 
must  now  carry  to  every  son  and  daughter  of  suffering  and  of  need ; 
and  they  can  bear  witness  to  the  light  and  gladness  which  this 
blessed  assurance  throws  on  their  path.  They  behold  the  changes 
it  can  produce  in  the  gloomiest  abodes ;  and  as  the  brilliancy  of 
a  diamond  is  increased  in  proportion  to  the  surrounding  darkness, 
so,  in  like  manner,  does  true  Christian  faith  irradiate  with  its  divine 
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light  the  most  cheerless  dwellings.  Yes,  wherever  the  sunlight  of 
that  blessed  message  of  "good  news"  has  penetrated,  there  have 
sprung  up  germs  of  every  excellence ;  and,  while  we  are  called  to 
mourn  over  "  vice  in  high  places,"  let  us  rejoice  that  we  find  so 
much  goodness,  as  well  as  happiness,  in  the  "bj-ways"  of  humble 
life.  Indeed,  so  independent  of  any  external  condition  is  true  hap- 
piness, that  the  inequalities  of  our  social  condition  soon  cease  to 
excite  any  surprise;  and  to  those  who  mingle  freely  among  all 
classes,  the  wisdom  of  this  inequality  is  daily  recognized.  Were 
the  work  in  which  I  am  engaged  to  have  accomplished  no  other 
good  than  what  has  been  wrought  out  in  my  own  soul  by  the  lesson 
of  &uth  and  filial  trust  which  it  has  imparted,  I  should  feel  that  my 
own  reward  had  been  great  indeed.  The  "  still  small  voice "  of 
Grod's  special  providence  is  heard  by  the  attentive  ear,  even  amid 
the  whirl  and  bustle  of  a  great  city ;  and  to  the  earnest  inquiry, 
^  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  "  the  answer  is  given  as  dis- 
tinctly as  by  a  "  voice  from  heaven." 

In  my  last  report,  I  alluded  to  a  large  class  of  young  women, 
who  are  constantly  coming  among  us,  and  for  whose  protection  and 
guidance  no  adequate  provision  is  made.    A  more  extended  obser- 
vation only  strengthens  the  conviction,  that  this  is  an  increasing 
evil,  and  one  that  demands  the  attention  of  Christian  philanthropists. 
The  emissaries  of  evil  are  always  abroad,  seeking  for  such  as  they 
may  destroy ;  while  the  good  are  ignorant  in  what  manner  to  coun- 
teract their  evil  designs.     Whence  come  this  army  of  suffering  and 
lost  ones  in  our  city,  whose  ranks  are  always  full?    Do  they  not 
come  firom  the  mountains  and  valleys  of  our  own  New  England  ? 
They  come  from  peaceful  and  happy  homes,  with  the  view  of  im- 
proving their  condition,  and  of  increasing  the  comforts  of  those 
who  are  left  behind.     How  many  anxious,  loving  hearts  follow  them 
to  this,  their  new  abode,  little  dreaming  that,  before  they  have  left 
their  first  landing  place,  the  nets  of  the  adversary  may  have  been 
spread  for  their  destruction  I    To  these  young  and  inexperienced 
strangers,  the  path  that  leads  to  profitable  and  respectable  employ- 
ment is  beset  with  difficulties ;  and  there  is  no  kind  Christian  ftiend 
near  them  to  direct  their  steps,  and  place  them  in  situations  of 
nseftilness.    They  may  pass  days  in  seeking  for  work,  and  during 
all  this  time  they  are  watched,  and  waited  for ;  and  when  hope  begins 
to  fail,  and  all  their  bright  dreams  to  fade  away,  then  is  the  hour 
for  these  spirits  of  evil  to  whisper  words  of  temptation.    Thia  is  no 
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fancy  sketch,  bnt  what  I  have  known  from  personal  observation. 
Let  the  ^children  of  light"  learn  lessons  of  wisdom  from  the 
^  children  of  this  world ; "  and  let  them  see  to  it  that  not  one  of 
these  ^'  little  ones  perish."  They  come  to  us  in  innocence,  and  with 
pure  motives ;  and  let  the  Christian  carefully  guard  them,  that  the 
mists  of  sin  maj  not  be  drawn  over  their  eyes  before  they  have 
taken  them  by  the  hand,  and  offered  to  guide  them  to  places  which 
they  can  fill  with  advantage  to  themselves,  and  usefulness  to  others. 
Let  us  not  be  so  much  occupied  in  providing  for  those  who  come  to 
us  in  ships  and  across  the  waters,  that  we  shall  overlook  them  who 
have  descended  from  a  common  Puritan  ancestry  with  ourselves. 
K  we  welcome  and  provide  for  these  as  Christian  men  and  women 
should  do  on  their  Jirsi  introduction  among  us,  we  should  be  spared 
many  of  the  sad  scenes  we  are  so  often  compelled  to  witness.  To 
increase  my  acquaintance  with  this  elass,  as  well«s  to  afford  eveiy 
facility  to  obtain  profitable  employment  for  all  those  who  earnestly 
sought  work,  the  '^Industrial  Room"  was  opened;  and  thus  far  it 
has  proved  an  instrument  of  good.  The  results  will  be  given  in 
my  husband's  report ;  but  they  will  only  afford  you  the  numbers 
who  have  been  employed,  and  the  amoimt  of  money  that  has  been 
paid  to  them.  There  is  another  record  which  cannot  be  given,  a 
moral  record,  which  no  words  can  convey,  in  the  cheering  hopes, 
the  good  resolutions,  the  improved  characters,  which  have  been 
there  witnessed.  Children  have  been  provided  with  homes ;  and 
many  who  have  come  to  us  without  a  friend  have  found  protection 
and  effectual  assistance.  •  Deserted  wives,  whose  exhausted  energies 
required  rest,  have  here  found  what  they  had  been  seeking,  Chris- 
tian sympathy  that  would  aid  them  in  sustaining  life's  heavy  trials, 
and  whisper  to  them  words  of  consolation  and  encouragement. 
Such  have  composed  a  large  proportion  of  those  who  have  been 
aided ;  to  say  nothing  of  others  whose  situations  are  more  trying,  in 
consequence  of  being  obliged  to  bear  daily  the  heavy  yoke  which 
intemperance  has  fastened  on  them  in  the  person  of  a  husband  or 
son.  The  unprotected  and  inexperienced  stranger,  however,  has 
always  received  the  warmest  welcome,  and  every  effort  has  been 
made  to  secure  for  her  suitable  emplo3rment.  Would  that  an  asylum 
sufficiently  large  could  be  opened,  into  which  could  be  gathered  all 
these  objects  of  tender  care  and  solicitude,  until  respectable  situa- 
tions were  found  for  them ! 

These  are  some  of  the  objects  for  which  I  labor,  and  it  is  my 
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dailjy  anxious  endeavor  to  seek  the  ^ right  time'*  when  assistance 
will  prove  most  beneficial  to  them ;  and  that  it  has  done  so  in  a 
large  number  of  cases,  the  records  of  the  last  few  years  would  tes- 
tify. Although  many  of  them  may  not  be  open  for  inspection,  yet, 
in  the  great  volume  of  human  suffering  that  is  constantly  filling  up, 
I  tmst  there  will  be  found  some  pages  that  have  been  made  bright 
by  my  humble  ageticy.  There  are  already  so  many  organized 
societies  for  the  relief  of  the  hopelessly  poovy  that  to  this  class  I 
have  devoted  but  a  small  portion  of  my  time.  But  whatever  can 
be  done  by  individual  effort  for  the  good  of  those  whose  situation 
admits  of  permanent  relief,  either  moral  or  physical,  there  am  I 
ready  to  work ;  and  in  this  way  I  can  best  aid  you  in  carrying  out 
the  true  design  of  the  ^  Ministry  at  Large,''  as  well  as  satisfy  the 
dictates  of  my  own  conscience.  The  success  which  has  attended 
such  efforts  calls  for  devout  thankfulness;  and  a  few  facts  will 
briefly  be  stated  to  show  the  importance  of  imparting  aid  at  the 
^  right  time.''  I  can  direct  your  attention  to  a  young  and  educated 
female,  rww  at  the  head  of  a  respectable  seminary  at  the  West, 
who  a  few  years  since  was  the  object  of  missionary  labor ;  for  she 
was  then  friendless,  poor,  and  in  feeble  health.  Providence  blessed 
the  efforts  that  were  made  in  her  behalf,  and  by  a  succession  of 
steps  she  was  conducted  to  her  present  situation  of  usefulness  and 
comfort.  A  letter  was  received  &om  her  within  a  few  days,  in 
which  she  speaks  of  her  bright  prospects,. and  alludes  to  that  dark 
period  of  her  life  when  "  the  light  of  hope,  as  well  as  of  life,  was 
well  nigh  extinguished."  Who  can  estimate  the  value  of  the  in- 
structions of  one  who  has  herself  been  educated  in  such  a  school  ? 

There  is  another,  who  came  a  year  ago  in  gloomy  doubt,  to  in- 
quire if  any  thing  could  be  done  for  one  whp.  had  suffered  so  long 
and  so  hopelessly  from  the  injustice  of  others.  She  soon  became 
an  object  of  especial  interest;  and  a  kind  Providence  opened  to  her 
a  situation  for  which  she  was  admirably  qualified,  and  in  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  which,  she  finds  that  contentment  and  peace  which 
she  had  mourned  over  as  for  ever  lost. 

By  a  succession  of  misfortunes,  a  vrife  and  mother  was  obliged 
to  apply  to  me  for  assistance.  She  required,  but  she  could  not 
soKcitj  charity ;  that  wquld  have  crushed  her  already  sinking  spirit } 
she  wanted  temporary  aid,  and  permanent  and  profitable  employ- 
ment. These  were  furnished  without  any  delay,  and  she  is  now 
reinstated  in  many  of  her  former  comforts.    The  song  of  thanksgiv- 
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ing  is  on  her  lips,  and  her  subdued  spirit  shows  that  she  has  been 
purified  by  suffering ;  and  the  lesson  of  faith  she  has  been  taught 
by  life's  discipline,  wiD  serve  to  conduct  her  to  the  abodes  of  the 
just  hereafler. 

The  voice  of  grated  praise  is  even  now  ascending  from  a  dying 
mother,  who  has  just  placed  the  last  helpless  object  of  her  earthly 
solicitude  in  the  arms  of  one  who  has  taken  it  to  her  heart  and 
home,  and  will  train  it  in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  of  peace. 

These  are  barely  <nUl%nes.  Could  I  bring  before  you  the  whole 
moral  effect  which  these  cases  have  produced,  you  would  bid  me 
follow  the  path  I  have  chosen,  and  perform  with  diligence  the  work 
given  me  to  do;  and  for  the  efficient  aid  you  have  so  generously 
bestowed  on  me,  accept  my  heartfelt  and  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments. 


In  June  last,  the  Executive  Committee  received 
notice  from  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Seaver,  executor  of 
the  will  of  the  late  Thomas  Tarbell,  Esq.,  that  the 
Benevolent  Fraternity  had  been  made  residuary  legatee 
of  the  estate  of  that  gentleman,  after  the  decease  of 
Mrs.  Tarbell.  Mr.  Tarbell  was,  in  former  years,  an 
officer  of  this  Society,  and  always  felt  a  warm  interest 
in  its  welfare.  The  legacies  which  he  has  left  to 
this  society  and  to  various  charitable  institutions  will 
add  to  the  esteem  which  has  long  been  felt  in  this 
community  for  his  amiable,  upright,  and  benevolent 
character. 

The  Ministry  at  Large  is  doing  well,  doing  honor 
to  the  memory  of  its  founder,  doing  service  to  the  city 
of  its  birth.  The  example  of  Boston  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  many  other  cities,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
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The  example  of  our  denomination  has  been  followed 
by  many  other  denominations.  And  when  our  faith 
is  denounced  as  negative  and  ineffectual,  it  is  sufficient 
for  us  to  answer  to  the  charge,  that  this  signal  appli- 
cation of  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  had  its  origin  among 
the  friends  of  liberal  Christianity. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  Executive  Committee, 

EDWARD  WIGGLESWORTH, 

Secretary, 

Boston,  March  4,  1858. 
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NOTE. 


Cebtain  changes  have  been  made  daring  the  last  year  in  the 
regulations  of  the  Fraternity.     They  now  provide  that — 

The  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Sunday  of  March. 
The  contributions  of  the  Branches  should  be  paid  before  the  first 
day  of  March,  when  the  financial  year  begins. 

The  meeting  for  organization  is  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  March. 

The  other  regular  meetings  are  on  the  first  Sunday  of  June,  the 
second  Sunday  of  October,  and  the  second  Sunday  of  December. 

The  delegates  are  divided  into  monthly  Committees.  Each 
Conmiittee,  during  its  month,  visits  the  chapels  and  Sunday-schools 
in  Pitts-street  and  Shawmut  Avenue.  They  can,  if  they  see  fit, 
also  attend  the  week-day  services  of  the  ministers. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  delegates  should  inform  the 
Branches  of  the  working  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  on  the  occasions 
when  the  contributions  are  made  for  its  support,  and  when  new 
delegates  are  chosen. 

The  Executive  Committee  Request  that  this  note  may  be  read 
aloud  at  the  meetings  soon  to  take  place  for  the  choice  of  delegates, 
that  the  new  delegates  may  understand  the  duties  of  their  ofiice. 
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The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fra- 
ternity OF  Churches  respectfully  report  that  the 
Ministry  at  Large  has  been  actively  employed  during 
the  last  year,  —  Rev.  Mr.  Craft  at  the  South  End, 
Eev.  Mr.  Winkley  at  the  North  End,  Dr.  Andrew 
Bigelow  in  visiting  from  house  to  house,  Mrs.  Bigelow 
among  the  poor  and  exposed  of  the  female  sex,  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  E.  Barry  (who  was  added  to  our  mission- 
aries during  the  last  summer)  in  similar  labors. 

The  chapel  ministrations  have  been  conducted  as 
usual. 

The  Committee  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting 
that  a  Branch  of  the  Fraternity  has  been  organized 
in  the  First  Church  Society,  which  has  always  con- 
tributed to  the  support  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  but 
has  not  hitherto  sent  delegates  to  our  meetings. 

We  are  happy  to  add,  that  the  contributions  of  the 
Branches  have  been  larger  thau  usual. 

In  April  last,  an  eloquent  discourse  was  preached 
by  the  Rev.  T.  S.  King,  before  the  friends  of  the 
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Ministry  at  Large  assembled  at  the  Church  of  the 
Saviour  in  Bedford-street. 

In  October  last,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  vestry 
of  Eev.  Mr.  Huntington's  church,  where  the  cause  of 
the  Ministry  at  Large  was  ably  advocated  by  Henry 
Williams,  jun.  Esq.,  Eev.  Dr.  Gannett,  Eev.  Mr. 
Fuller,  Deacon  Grant,  Hon.  Albert  Fearing,  and  Eev. 
Messrs.  Winkley  and  Huntington. 

Li  February,  another  meeting  was  held  in  Freeman 
Place  Church,  where  a  large  audience  was  addressed 
vnth  much  effect  by  Eev.  Mr.  Cruft,  J.  Otis  Williams, 
Esq.,  Judge  Eogers,  Eev.  Eufus  Ellis,  Hon.  Albert 
Fearing,  and  Eev.  Dr.  Lothrop. 

We  proceed  to  give  extracts  from  the  reports  of  the 
Ministers. 

FROM  REV.  MR,  CRTTFTS  REPORT. 

The  calls  upon  your  missionarj's  time  for  relief  and  advice  are 
incessant  During  the  winter  pressure,  he  maj  emphadcallj  be  said 
to  have  no  time  to  himself  for  studj  or  for  relaxation.  It  is  not 
unusual  to  have  these  calls  extend  into  the  night.  A  few  nights 
ago,  he  was  called  up  by  a  man  who  had  just  returned  after  a  long 
absence,  and  found  his  family  in  the  greatest  destitution  and  distress 
from  unexpected  sickness.  The  deathbed  too,  at  that  hour,  will 
sometimes  bring  its  summons.  Never  will  the  scene  be  forgotten, 
when,  called  up  at  midnight  by  one  of  my  Sunday-school  children 
at  his  father's  own  urgent  request,  I  went  to  see  that  same  father, 
to  receive,  if  possible,  his  last  communication,  and  to  take  an  eternal 
farewell,  when,  but  a  few  hours  before,  I  had  parted  with  him  strong 
and  robust.  He  was  a  man  once  respected,  with  a  good  trade,  with 
good  abilities,  with  a  growing  and  interesting  family ;  but,  alas  I  with 
so  many  others,  he  had  fallen  a  victim  to  strong  drink.  His  pastor 
had  pleaded  with  him  again  and  again.  He  had  come  to  himself, 
at  last  seeing  the  wretchedness  of  his  ways.  He  had  signed  the 
pledge,  and  had  kept  it  for  a  while.     His  home  was  made  happy 
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onoe  again,  and  the  future  was  bright  with  hope.  But,  alas! 
the  destroyer  was  all  around,  lurking  at  every  comer  of  the  street, 
and  he  was  caught  in  his  fatal  snares.  In  his  incessant,  fruitless 
attempts  to  extricate  himself,  frenzied  remorse  seized  upon  him. 
Death  was  better  to  him  than  such  a  life.  In  the  presence  of  his 
wife  and  little  ones,  around  his  own  family  board,  he  mixes  and 
swallows  the  poison  he  had  purchased  on  his  return  at  night ;  and, 
when  in  his  death-struggles,  he  requests  that  his  pastor  should  be 
sent  for.  Alas,  it  was  too  late !  The  destroyer  has  done  his  work. 
For  agony  he  can  make  no  communication.  His  only  words  are 
groans.  But  that  look,  that  pressure  of  the  hand,  told  that,  in  a 
penitent  frame  of  mind  at  least,  that  unhappy  man  had  passed  into 
the  presence  of  his  God.  Th^  scenes  of  that  long  dark  night,  the 
speechless  grief  of  that  heart-stricken  wife,  the  sobs,  the  shrieks, 
the  prayers  of  those  fatherless  ones,  I  can  never  forget.  Oh !  if,  in 
accordance  with  his  oit-repeated  wish,  there  had  been  a  law  then  in 
force  to  close  up  these  pitfalls  of  destruction,  he  might  have  been 
to  this  day  an  honored  member  of  the  community,  and  his  destitute 
family  been  saved  the  sorrow  and  the  shame  of  mourning  over  his 
dishonored  grave 

As  a  member  now  for  many  years  of  the  School  Committee, 
your  minister  has  had  opportunities  of  coming  into  contact  with 
many  hundreds  of  children,  who,  it  is  hoped,  have  been  benefited  in 
various  ways.  Great  good  can  be  effected  in  this  forming  period 
of  their  lives,  by  engaging  their  affections  and  interest  through  the 
friendly  word  spoken  in  the  school-room,  by  the  way-side,  and  in 
their  own  homes.  Through  the  child  is  the  avenue  to  the  parent's 
heart  New  homes  have  been  found  and  visited  thus,  and  parents 
been  counselled,  cheered,  or  remonstrated  with,  as  the  case  might  be. 
A  more  proper  estimate  has  been  set  by  the  parent  upon  school  means 
and  privileges.  The  wayward  children  have  been  reported,  the 
truants  been  reclaimed,  the  destitute  been  furnished  with  books  and 
clothing,  and  the  indifferent  and  idle  been  trained  to  become  useful 
and  respectable  members  of  society. 

The  AduU  Evening  School  is  a  positive  and  great  good,  demon- 
strated to  be  more  and  more  so  with  each  year's  experience. 
Enough  can  be  learned,  and  is  learned  it  is  found  in  these  schools 
through  the  season,  to  fit  a  person  of  average  abilities  for  the  ordi- 
nary purposes  of  life,  though  he  may  commence  the  session,  as  very 
many  do,  in  entire  ignorance.    The  incidental  benefits  of  such 
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schools  are  by  no  means  smalL  The  pupils  are  kept,  for  the  time 
being  at  least,  out  of  the  streets,  and  saved  from  much  of  idleness, 
mischief,  and  sin. 

These  schools  become  thus  excellent  preventiyes  of  vice  and  crime ; 
and,  as  such,  are  well  worthj  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  city  go- 
yemment.  The  school  established  in  the  chapel  is  now  in  the 
second  year  of  successful  operation.  It  was  opened  on  the  1st  of 
November,  under  the  efficient  superintendent  of  the  last  season, 
Mr.  James  A.  Page.  The  number  of  scholars  that  have  been 
enrolled  upon  the  list  is  a  hundred  and  thirty.  Of  this  number, 
eighty-nine  were  males,  and  forty-one  were  females,  almost  all 
of  whom  were  either  foreigners  or  of  foreign  parentage.  The 
average  attendance  has  been  about  eighty.  This  average  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  larger  and  the  number  of  scholars  greater, 
if  the  want  of  teachers  and  their  fluctuation  had  not  been  so  great. 
We  have  had  as  many  as  twenty  of  these,  but  only  ten  who  have 
been  permanent  ones.  We  want  more  who  not  only  will  begin  well, 
but  will  end  well.  We  have  some  teachers  whose  constant  and 
faithful  attendance  through  both  seasons  is  worthy  the  highest  com- 
mendation,—  for  whose  aid,  so  cheerfully  and  voluntarily  given,  I 

proffer  my  hearty  thanks 

As  it  is,  I  cannot  but  feel  that  great  good  has  been  accomplished 
by  the  school.  There  have  been  more  taught  than  during  the  pre- 
vious winter.  Many  pupils  have  not  missed  a  single  evening,  and 
some  have  requested  that  the  school  be  continued  four  evenings  in 
the  week. 

A  Sewing  School  is  held  in  the  vestry  on  Wednesday  aflemoons, 
under  the  superintendence  of  Mrs.  Cruft  Such  schools  are  indis- 
pensable. Much  of  the  idleness  and  improvidence  that  betoken 
and  create  pauperism  may  be  traced  to  an  entire  ignorance  of  the 
needle.  The  laudable  efforts  now  making  to  introduce  plain  sewing 
into  our  common  schools,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  may  be  crowned  with 
success.  On  alternate  Thursday  ailemoons,  the  ladies  of  the  dif- 
ferent denominations,  composing  the  Union  Seunng  CircUy  meet  in 
the  vestry,  for  the  purpose  of  making  up  garments  for  the  poor  of 
the  South  End,  and  in  aid  of  their  missionaries.  These  meetings 
are  profitable  and  efficient 

The  average  attendance  on  public  worship  has  been  larger  than 
before,  and  is  increasing.  We  have  a  congregation  of  two  hundred 
and  more,  attentive,  serious  and  devout     The  Fraternity  owe 
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xnaDj  thanks  to  Mr.  6.^  H.  Hinckley,  for  his  gratuitous  services 
another  year  as  leader  of  the  choir.  He  has  spent  much  time  and 
labor  in  improving  the  singing,  and  is  now  engaged  two  evenings 
of  each  week  in  giving  gratuitous  instruction  in  sacred  music  to 
the  older  pupils  of  the  Sunday-school,  preparatory  to  training  them 
for  the  choir.  Our  seats,  I  think,  would  be  more  uniformly  filled, 
and  a  more  permanent  interest  be  awakened,  were  there  some  little 
tax  imposed  upon  the  same.  Larger  collections  would  be  secured 
than  by  the  old  way  of  ^  passing  round  the  box.'* 

The  Sunday  School  —  This  is  the  right  arm  of  this  ministry. 
It  has  never  been  more  promising  than  now.  It  still  has  the  privi- 
lege of  the  services  of  George  Merrill,  Esq.,  as  Superintendent, 
whose  faithfiil  labors  and  wise  counsels  are  most  gratefully  appre- 
ciated by  us  all.  There  is  ever  a  large  attendance  and  interest  on 
the  part  both  of  teachers  and  pupils.  We  have  twen^-four  of  the 
former,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  enrolled  of  the  latter.  The 
Library  is  under  a  most  careful  supervision,  and  has  never  been  so 
effective  as  now,  and  radiates  much  good  through  many  homes. 
One  of  the  new  and  interesting  features  of  the  school  is  the  JBtfant 
Ciassj  which  was  established  the  last  fall,  and  numbers  now  twenty- 
five  members,  with  the  prospect  of  a  large  addition  in  the  spring. 
The  class  meets  by  itself  in  the  little  room  adjacent  to  the  vestry, 
and  is  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Joseph  E.  Barry.  Her  experience 
and  judicious  zeal  makes  her  accession  very  welcome.  Your  mis- 
sionary would  congratulate  the  Fraternity  on  her  appointment,  and 
thank  them  for  having  given  him  such  a  colleague  in  the  Ministry 
at  Large.  It  is  certainly  a  most  judicious  policy,  which  introduces 
females  into  the  missionary  field.  Their  warm  sensibilities,  their 
quick  sympathies,  their  delicate  tact  in  affording  aid,  their  tender- 
ness and  patience  in  the  sick-room,  their  wise  counsels  as  to  the  order- 
f  ing  of  households,  more  particularly  their  influence  with  the  way- 

ward and  erring  of  their  own  sex,  make  their  services  of  the 

highest  value. 

The  Union  Prayer  Meetings  have  been  continued  on  Sunday 
evenings  without  interruption  during  the  year,  and  with  as  good 
results  as  before.  These  have  answered  the  purpose  of  a  third 
Sunday  service,  which  a  large  number  always  feel  the  need  of, 
meeting  the  religious  wants  of  those  who  are  unable  to  attend  upon 
the  regular  services  of  the  sanctuaiy,  or  who  may  need  farther  to 
be  strengthened  in  their  religious  convictions,  more  especially  in 


^-x 


8  TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

the  great,  glorious  principle  of  Christian  union,  which,  overiooking 
all  diversities  of  sect  and  creed,  and  acknowledging  one  common 
Lord  and  Master,  shall  be  an  earnest  .of  the  more  perfect  fellowship 
of  the  saints  in  light 

On  each  Wednesday  evening,  meetings  are  held  in  the  vestry  for 
the  purposes  of  religious  exhortation,  or  exposition,  or  prajer. 

On  ITmrsday  evenings  of  each  alternate  week.  Teachers'  Meet- 
ings have  been  held,  which  have  been  more  fnllj  attended  than 
before.  The  past  winter  has  been  chiefly  spent  in  studying  together 
the  evidences  of  Christianity,  that  all  might  become  better  acquainted 
with  the  foundations  of  our  common  faith,  too  loosely  held  in  some 
quarters,  and  too  easily  and  insidiously  shaken,  and  with  those 
truer  gospel  principles  upon  which  alone  all  successful  teaching  can 
rest 

On  Friday  evenings  of  each  month,  church  meetings  are  held 
as  before,  with  the  aim  of  a  more  perfect  communion  with  the  mind 
and  life  of  Christ 

At  all  these  various  meetings,  including  those  of  the  evening 
school,  in  some  portion  at  least  of  the  session,  your  missionary  is 
always  present  In  addition  to  these,  as  time  and  opportmiity  have 
permitted,  neighborhood  meetings  have  been  held  by  him.  The  gos- 
pel has  been  carried  to  homes  dark  and  cheerless,  that  otherwise 
might  not  be  reached  by  the  blessed  sunshine  of  Gknl's  truth,  as  in 
the  primitive  times  of  the  church,  when  the  disciples  went  from 
house  to  house  preaching  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  need  of  such 
preaching  is  as  great  in  these  days.  Every  missionary  feels  and 
knows  it,  and  regards  such  meetings  as  most  important  auxiliaries 
of  good.  These  are  usually  in  dwellings  where  two  or  more  fami- 
lies reside,  that  a  larger  missionary  nucleus  may  be  formed.  They 
are  always  spoken  of  with  interest  by  those  that  attend,  and  many 
cases  of  hopeftd  conversion  might  be  named.  ^ 

Though  much  time  is  necessarily  taken  up  in  the  overseeing  and 
carrying  out  of  these  various  instrumentalities  of  this  ministry,  yet 
your  missionaTy  would  never  underrate  the  superior  value  o£  Paro- 
chial visOation.  There  must  be  a  constant  personal  intercourse 
maintained  with  the  poor.  They  must  be  seen,  known,  counselled 
with,  in  their  homes.  With  his  own  eyes  he  must  witness  their 
hardships  and  struggles,  from  their  own  lips  hear  their  sad  tales  of 
distress :  vice  and  misery  must  be  sought  out  in  their  hidden  lairs. 
The  vidt  must  be  made  from  house  to  house. 
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• 

These  visits  have  amounted  to  more  than  two  thousand,  and  been 
as  various  as  formerly,  restricted  to  no  age  or  color,  condition  or 
faith.  Added  experience,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  has  made  them  more 
fruitful  of  good. 
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There  is  an  error  in  the  minds  of  some,  concerning  the  true 
object  of  the  Ministry  at  Large.  As  they  look  at  it,  it  would  be 
much  less  efficient  and  far  less  noble  an  institution  than  it  really  is. 
The  Minister  at  Large  often  relieves  the  temporal  wants  of  the 
poor ;  but  that  by  no  means  makes  the  Fraternity  a  mere  provident 
association.  He  often  acts  in  furtherance  of  education.  At  this 
moment,  evening  schools  are  held  in  the  chapels  at  Warren,  Suffolk 
and  Pitts  streets.  Let  none  infer  that  the  Fraternity  is  but  another 
board  of  education,  and  the  ministers  teachers.  The  intemperate 
are  often  reformed ;  but  the  Fraternity  is  not  therefore  a  temperance 
association,  nor  the  ministers  mere  temperance  agents.  The  grand 
object  is  the  regeneration  of  the  individuals  coming  under  its  in- 
fluence. It  is  a  Christian  institution.  Hence,  to  me  at  least,  the 
absolute  need  of  a  chapel  wherein  these  may  be  collected,  bound 
together  in  religious  pursuits  and  efforts,  and  so  to  God.  When  our 
work  is  done,  that  is  when  the  individual  has  the  spirit  of  Christ, 
the  other  lesser  works  follow  of  course.  To  bring  this  out,  and 
also  to  show  what  means  are  used,  I  have  put  my  report  into  the 
form  of  a  narrative.  The  narrative  is  fictitious ;  but  the  statements 
as  to  the  infiuences  used  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  my  ministry, 
including  a  large  number  of  religious  meetings,  are  strictly  true. 

Some  time  ago,  I  was  called  to  visit  a  family  consisting  of  a  hus- 
band, wife,  ^d  six  children.  The  husband  was  intemperate ;  the 
wife,  very  far  from  neat  or  economical.  Of  course,  the  family  was 
in  need,  and  presented  as 'gloomy  a  picture  as  we  could  well  consent 
to  look  upon.  January  is  a  cold  month,  altogether  too  cold  to  dis- 
cuss the  causes  of  the  fuel  being  consumed,  and  of  there  being  no 
money  to  purchase  more.  Therefore  I  gave  an  order  for  wood 
and  coaL  The  children  are  hungry  as  well  as  cold,  therefore  I 
added  an  order  for  groceries  and  provisions.     But  this  fuel  and 

these  groceries  were  soon  consumed.    In  the  middle  of  February, 
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I  found  them  as  before.  The  man  drank  no  less,  the  woman  saved 
no  more,  —  the  chOdren  suffered.  I  gave  another  order.  Their  , 
wants  were  supplied,  their  sufferings  were  alleviated ;  and  thej,  of 
course,  were  glad,  and  perhaps  grateful.  A  good  woman  met  me 
as  I  came  from  the  door,  and,  learning  what  I  had  done,  said :  ^'  I 
am  delighted  I  That  is  just  what  the  Ministry  at  Large  was  in- 
tended for."  I  looked  at  the  woman  to  see  if  she  spoke  seriously 
or  sarcastically.  Perceiving  no  evidence  of  aught  save  gratified 
benevolence,  I  exclaimed,  ^'  Is  it  possible !  Is  there  any  one  who 
thinks  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches  but  another  Boston 
Provident  Association,  and  its  ministers  simply  agents  for  the  relief 
of  the  destitute  from  hunger  and  cold  ?  "  "  But  is  not  that  good  ?  " 
asked  the  astonished  woman.  <'  ExceUent,"  I  replied ;  ^  and  would 
have  been  equally  good,  if  your  minister  had  done  the  same ;  but  he 
would  understand  calling  an  act  of  his  very  good,  as  being  very 
different  from  saying  that  that  was  just  the  work  for  which  he  was 
ordained." 

I  went  on  my  way  thinking  what  more  could  be  done  for  the  '^ 

family.  The  children  had  been  sent  to  school.  This  work  is 
always  easily  accomplished  among  families  coming  regularly  under 
my  chai^.  The  children  were  tolerably  bright;  and  I  had  no 
doubt  that  they  would  learn  geography,  arithmetic,  reading,  grammar, 
and  the  like.  I  was  also  sure  that  this  would  not  prevent  them 
from  learning  much  evil.  I  was  equ^dly  sure,  from  many  similar 
cases,  that  no  amount  of  education  would  prevent  them  from  grow- 
ing up  to  be  just  such  men  and  women  as  their  parents.  What 
more,  then,  could  be  done  for  this  fiunily  ? 

The  intemperance  of  the  man  was  a  great  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  any  permanent  improvement.  It  was  only  the  night  before  that 
the  watch  were  summoned  to  protect  his  family  from  his  violence. 
It  so  occurred  that  at  the  next  comer  I  met  him.     He  looked  more  \ 

humbled  than  I  had  ever  seen  him.  The  affair  of  the  previous  night, 
now  that  he  was  sober,  mortified  him.  I  deemed  it  best  to  take 
advantage  of  this  condition,  and  afiectionately  pleaded  with  him  to 
break  free  from  this  evil  habit.  He  evidently  was  moved.  He 
asked  for  a  pledge.  This* was  not  just  what  I  desired;  for  I  had 
seen  too  many  pledges  violated  to  have  very  much  confidence  in 
them,  and  yet  I  thought  it  best,  under  the  circumstances,  to  receive 
bis.  We  went  to  a  neighboring  store,  and  I  wrote  and  he  signed 
^ne.    When  he  had  left  the  shop,  the  keeper  of  it  asked  me  if  I  was 
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a  temperanee  lecturer.  I  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  man  had 
taken  a  more  appropriate  view  of  what  he  had  seen,  than  the 
woman  previously  alluded  to.  I  replied,  "  Yes,  sir,  hut  not  exclu- 
sivelj  a  temperance  lecturer.  I  attempt  to  lecture  on  every  Chris- 
tian virtue."  I  did  not  like  the  idea  of  having  the  Benevolent  Fra- 
ternity of  Churches  converted  into  a  City  Temperance  Association, 
any  more  than  into  a  mere  alms-giving  institution.' 

I  was  encouraged  by  the  conversation  I  had  just  held.  I  was 
sure,  that,  if  the  money  spent  in  rum  could  go  for  food  and  fuel, 
there  would  be  more  of  comfort  in  the  family.  I  was  sure,  that,  if 
the  father  would  be  a  temperate  man,  the  prospect  of  the  children's 
confirmation  in  the  same  virtue  was  brighter. 

But  if  the  man  remained  sober,  that  was  not  all  of  the  difficulty. 
If  so,  I  would  renounce  the  ministry,  and  turn  temperance  agent. 
No.  A  scolding,  untidy  wife  is  as  bad  as  an  intemperate  husband^ 
and  unruly  children  are  far  from  being  angels  incarnate.  Even  a 
reformed  inebriate  may  not  always  be  amiable :  one  more  bad  habit 
might  possibly  be  found  in  him.  So  the  question  returned,  what 
more  can  be  done  for  the  family? 

I  knew  that  if  they  all  got  rid  of  vice,  and  turned  to  virtue,  then 
^  peace  and  prosperity  would  enter  their  gates."  I  remembered 
what  Paul  said,  ^^  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law.*'  But  how  to 
fill  them  with  this  love  was  the  question.  The  only  course  was  to 
open  their  eyes  to  goodness,  to  Jesus,  and  to  Grod.  But  Ihis  required 
time,  instruction,  influence.  I  therefore  returned  to  the  house  the 
next  day;  found  the  man  true  to  his  pledge,  the  children  at 
school,  and  the  wife  ready  to  unite  with  her  husband  in  sending  the 
older  children  to  Sunday-schooL  More  than  this,  they  were  ready 
to  take  turns  in  coming  half  a-day  each  Sunday  to  the  chapel. 
This  was  more  than  I  expected ;  for,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  it 
takes  months  to  bring  this  about 

On  the  next  Sunday  morning  but  one,  the  man  was  at  the  chapel ; 
in  the  afternoon  came  his  wife.  The  older  children  on  the  same 
day  entered  the  schooL  This  suited  me  well ;  for  I  thus  saw  the 
man  once  each  week,  and  could  do  somewhat  to  confirm  him  in  his 
good  resolutions.  I  introduced  him  to  several  men,  who  made  him 
noble  friends,  and  who  more  than  filled  the  gap  caused  by  his  with- 
drawal from  old  associates.    The  wife  was  equally  well  cared  for. 

Some  time  after  this,  I  called  at  the  house.  The  man  had  a 
good  many  questions  to  ask,  and  remarks  to  make.    ^Mj  wife," 
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says  he,  ^  differs  from  me  about  your  preaching.  She  Bays  that 
you  awaken  in  her  a  desire  to  become  a  Christian.  I  tell  her 
that  in  me  you  rather  stir  up  a  spirit  of  inquiry.  I  want  to  know 
more."  "  That  arises,"  I  replied,  "  from  the  fact  that  you  attend 
in  the  forenoon,  and  she  in  the  afternoon.  For  in  my  morning  dis- 
courses my  aim  is  to  instruct  the  mind ;  in  the  aflemoon  sermons,  I 
strive  to  influence  the  heart  You  know  that  we  cannot  be  good 
mechanics  without  understanding  our  trade;  we  certainly  cannot 
be  good  Christians  without  having  *^  a  reason  for  our  faith."  ''  In 
your  sermons  upon  the  Prophets,"  said  he,  ^you  allude  to  parts  of 
the  Old  Testament  history,  concerning  which  you  have  excited  my 
curiosity."  "  Then  I  beg  you  to  join  our  Historical  Association, 
which  meets  every  Wednesday  evening.  We  are  there  pursuing  a 
very  thorough  course,  which  we  have  found  profitable  enough  to 
interest  a  good  number  of  persons  for  more  than  three  years.  I 
esteem  this  so  important,  that  I  have  three  classes  of  younger  per- 
sons who  meet  weekly  for  the  same  purpose.  For  surely,  we  who 
esteem  education  on  other  points  so  highly,  should  be  familiar  with 
the  books  of  our  religion." 

Here  the  children  rushed  in  from  school,  and  showed  that  they 
had  learned  at  least  one  characteristic  of  the  chapel  congregation, 
viz.  to  shake  hands  and  be  sociable.  They  had  much  to  say  about 
the  Howard  Sunday-school,  and  how  much  they  liked  its  good 
Superintendent,  Mr.  Cobb,  who,  they  had  discovered,  had  been  there 
so  long.  They  said  they  liked,  too,  the  children's  sermon,  preached 
the  last  Sunday  morning  in  each  month.  Then  they  wanted  to 
know  if  I  really  held  devotional  meetings  for  children  at  my  house. 
I  told  them  that  I  really  did,  and  had  for  years ;  that  three  such 
circles  met  every  week  with  great  profit. 

This  led  the  wife  to  remark,  that  she  did  not  know,  until  recently, 
that  Unitarians  believed  that  Jesus  was  any  thing  more  than  a  good  % 

man,  and  she  certainly  had  no  idea  that  they  believed  in  regenera- 
tion. She  had  been  once  or  twice  to  the  Sunday  evening  conference 
meetings,  and  she  was  really  astonished  to  find  how  much  good  they 
did  her.  ^'Have  you  always  had  these  conference  meetings?" 
she  asked.  I  replied,  ^  We  began  them  some  seven  years  ago,  with 
a  few  persons  in  my  parlor ;  but  we  soon  foimd  that  the  large  vestry 
was  not  too  large  for  them,  and  so  we  have  had  them  there  ever 
since."  ''I  sometimes  long,  while  you  are  speaking,  to  ask  you 
questions,"  said  she.    '^  Why,  then,  do  you  not  caU  and  see  me,  and 
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gire  me  an  opportunitj  to  answer  some  of  them  ?    In  the  morning, 
I  am  out  making  mj  calls ;  but,  in  the  afternoon,  I  am  at  home  for 
the  very  purpose  of  holding  religious  conversations  with  any  who 
choose  to  come.    I  have  eighteen  appointments  this  very  week,  for 
the  same  purpose."    ^^  How  many  families  have  you  under  your 
charge?"  asked  the   husband.    ^'The  number  varies  from  two 
hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred.    I  do  not  desire  to  have  over 
two  hundred,  but  I  have  not  for  six  years  got  down  to  that"    ^  But 
they  are  not  all  needy."     '^  By  no  means.     The  only  point  in  com- 
mon is  they  are  about  all  Americans.     Many  have  been  needy,  but 
have  risen  above  this ;  for  among  the  results  of  a  Christian  spirit 
are  economy,  industry,  thrift.     Some,  however,  were  never  in  need. 
It  is  one  of  the  admirable  arrangements  of  the  Fraternity,  that  its 
ministers  are  not  to  be  partial.    We  are  to  seek  and  save  the 
lost  of  any  class.     Hence  we  are  called  Ministers  at  Large.     All 
the  spiritually  poor  are  proper  subjects  of  our  ministrations.     We 
recognize  sin  as  that  which  renders  you  and  your  family  miserable. 
It  is  this,  connected  with  ignorance,  which  makes  up  the  great  sum 
of  suffering  in  this  city.    It  fills  our  jail,  crowds  our  courts,  calls 
for  an  expensive  police  department    It  sinks  the  individual,  and 
renders  him  miserable  here  and  hereafter.     As  the  servant  of  Jesus, 
my  work  is  to  save  from  sin 

I  will  not  attempt  to  relate  all  that  was  said  at  this  and  succes- 
sive visits  ;  but  one  thing  became  clear,  that,  through  religious  con- 
versations, preaching,  prayer  and  other  means,  a  decided  and 
permanent  change  was  being  wrought.  It  was  more  than  educa- 
tion. It  was  more  than  signing  a  temperance  or  any  other  pledge. 
It  was  a  complete  internal  change  manifesting  itself  in  diligence  in 
business,  economy,  love  of  knowledge,  temperance,  kindness, — 
it  was  piety.  Now,  said  I  to  myself,  "  This  is  excellent.  This  is 
just  what  the  Ministry  at  Large  was  intended  for."  As  far  as  this 
family  is  concerned,  the  police,  jail,  provident  association,  temper- 
ance  societies,  are  not  needed.  The  family  may  have  much  more  to 
do,  they  may  need  an  occasional  '*  lift ; "  but  they  are  in  possession 
of  means,  the  right  use  of  which  makes  them  good  citizens  of  earth, 
and  prepares  them  for  heaven. 

To  accomplish  this  for  as  many  as  possible,  I  delight  to  devote 
my  entire  time,  and  long  for  more.  I  attend  invariably  five  services 
each  sabbath,  and  during  the  week  ten  more.  I  receive,  by  ap- 
pointment, from  twelve  to  twenty  regular  callers,  whose  object  is 
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conyersation  upon  questions  pertaining  to  personal  piety.  I  visit  in 
the  mornings.  Of  course  there  is  continuallj  much  done  to  relieve 
want,  to  further  the  cause  of  education  and  moral  reforms ;  but  the 
great  work  of  converting  each  person  to  thorough  goodness  is  the 
aim ;  and,  when  accomplished,  all  the  others  are  vastl j  better  done. 
This  work  flourishes.  Mj  constant  prayer,  as  a  lover  of  mj 
country,  of  this  city,  and  of  my  fellow-men,  is.  May  more  laborers 
be  sent  into  the  vineyard  ! 


Dr.  Bigelow  remarks,  that,  during  the  past  year,  he 
has  not  been  absent  one  night  from  the  city  He 
then  proceeds  to  speak  of  the  abodes  of  the  poor,  so 
close  and  crowded,  that  the  inmates  suffer  ahnost  as 
much  in  mid-summer  as  in  mid-winter,  and  are  hardly 
capable  of  observing  the  decencies  of  life  and  of  escap- 
ing moral  degradation ;  so  that  the  missionary  finds 
almost  insuperable  obstacles  in  the  way  of  his  work, 
and  the  good  influences  of  chapels  and  schools  are  in 
a  great  measure  counteracted. 

FROM  DR.  BIGELOWS  REPORT. 

For  these  and  other  reasons,  the  great  and  crying  necessity  of 
our  times,  to  which  I  have  formerly  called  your  attention,  but  which 
the  growing  magnitude  of  the  evil  renders  more  urgent,  is  that  of 
better  and  ampler  accommodations  for  the  lodgment  of  the  poor 
and  laboring  classes.  The  malaria,  both  physical  and  moral,  from 
many  a  pestiferous  abode  in  our  city,  is  not  confined  to  the  spot 
where  it  is  engendered.  It  spreads  abroad.  In  one  form  it  threatens 
the  safety  of  all.  It  is  wafted  in  the  breeze ;  it  may  enter  the  man- 
sions of  wealth  and  luxury.  The  distemper  which  prostrates  the 
stay  of  a  late  happy  household,  or  blights  the  fiower  of  youthful 
bloom,  came,  —  one  knew  not  whence  or  how.  Could  it  be  traced 
to  its  source,  it  might  be  found  to  have  sprung  from  some  squalid 
hovel,  in  a  wretched  court,  removed  from  sight,  unsuspected  by  the 
careless  passer-by 
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These  plagne-epota  are  scattered  through  our  city.    Thej  are 
seldom  remote  from  the  comfortable  homes  of  plenty.     One  of 
them  I  discovered,  not  many  weeks  since,  scarce  an  hundred  yards 
from  my  doors.    It  was  the  room,  or  rather  den^  of  a  man, — a 
foreigner  and  Irishman,  —  renting  a  single  apartment  in  a  house 
within  a  narrow  alley  leading  back  from  Belknap-street     He  was 
the  father  of  four  children,  all  of  tender  age  (the  mother  being 
dead) ;  the  oldest  a  girl  about  eight  years  old,  and  the  youngest  a 
child  less  than  three.     He  was  in  the  habit  of  locking  the  smaller 
ones  up,  sometimes  all  of  them  together,  on  going  out  to  his  day's 
work,  leaving  a  few  broken  pieces  of  bread  in  a  comer,  just  to 
keep   them   from  famishing;   and  there  they  were  imprisoned, 
with  no  human  being  to  see  or  care  for  them  during  the  long  hours 
of  the  brute's  absence  from  morning  till  night.    When  the  older 
ones  were  left  free,  they  were  roaming  the  streets,  picking  up  their 
food  when  and  how  they  might ;  living,  in  short,  like  the  dogs,  with 
less  of  instinct  to  guide  them  to  the  means  and  places  for  subsistence. 
It  was  the  observation  of  their  neglected  and  miserable  condition, 
and  the  inquiries  elicited,  that  led  to  the  discovery  of  the  kennel 
called  their  home.    On  going  thither  with  an  officer,  the  sight  baf- 
fled discription.     Every  sense  was  shocked  by  the  condition  of  the 
place  and  its  wretched  inmates.    It  was  impossible  to  remain  long, 
and  breathe  the  dreadful  atmosphere,  without  a  feeling  of  deathly 
sickness,  requiring  retreat  to  the  outer  air  for  recovery.     How 
the  poor  creatures  found  there  lived  in  such  extremity.  Heaven  only 
knows.    The  children  were  pale,  pining,  and  haggard,  with  scarce 
clothing  sufficient  to  hide  their  nakedness ;  of  course  squalid  in  the 
extreme,  and  infested  with  vermin.    It  may  seem  astonishing  that 
the  neighbors  (all  colored)  had  tolerated  this  state  of  things  so  long. 
.     .    .     For  myself,  I  can  truly  say,  that,  with  the  fresh  recollections 
of  my  visits  to  St.  Giles's  and  Field  Lane,  nay,  even  the  filthiest 
quarters  of  ^  Auld  Reekie,"  I  have  seen  nothing  worse  than  that  mis- 
erable dog-hdey  found  to  be  the  habitation  of  fellow-beings  here 
in  this  good  city  of  Boston.     Measures  were  taken  to  abate  this 
foul  nuisance.     But  '^  every  man's  house  is  his  castle."    The  occu- 
pant, in  this  instance,  was  not  a  pauper  nor  a  vagabond.     He  was 
earning  his  dollar  a  day.    The  law  permits  no  one  to  go  in 
between  the  parent  and  his  children,  to  separate  them  (as  was  here 
proposed),  without  some  forms  of  procedure  requiring  delays.    The 
police  were  to  be  notified  that  they  might  make  inquiries  and  returns. 
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Other  authorities  were  to  be  consulted,  and  a  complaint  must  be 
made  to  the  criminal  judge.  .  •  .  Meanwhile  the  man  came 
home ;  and,  finding  that  certain  visits  had  been  made  to  his  domicile, 
likelj  to  lead  to  consequences  of  an  unpleasant  nature,  he  removed 
his  effects,  children  and  all,  to  some  undiscoverable  nook.*     .     .     . 

The  lodgings  of  the  poor  have  deteriorated  in  character  since  my 
first  experience  in  the  ministry.  The  very  improvements  in  other 
buildings  only  aggravate  their  hardships.  They  are  huddled  into 
narrower  quarters,  where,  at  exorbitant  rates  for  shelter,  they  are 
obliged  to  immure  themselves,  and  live  and  suffer.  Some  wretched 
edifices  under  the  name  of  improved  dwellings  for  the  poor  have  been 
erected,  but  far  better  tenements  are  needed 

An  enterprise  has  been  started  by  an  association  of  gentlemen, 
whose  means  and  whose  practical  judgment  and  humanity  are  gua- 
rantees that  what  they  plan  shall  be  not  unworthy  of  the  object. 
They  purpose  to  erect  a  model  family  lodging-house,  in  the  coming 
season,  similar,  on  a  smaller  scale,  to  some  of  the  noble  establish- 
ments in  London,  —  those  of  Bloomsbury,  and  Bagnigge  Wells.  It 
is  to  be  constructed  on  due  sanitary  principles,  with  careful  forecast 
to  the  wants  and  circumstances  of  its  future  tenants.  A  site  has 
been  selected  in  Fleasant-street.f 

My  missionary  walks  during  the  summer,  owing  to  its  excessive 
sultriness,  were  not  so  numerous  as  in  other  months.    The  number 

*  Your  mifldonariefl  often  witneas  strange  scenes  in  their  walks.  In  one  honse  this 
winter,  I  found  two  children,  — a  boy  and  a  girl  of  eight  and  ten  years*  age,  chained, 
aotnally  chained, — in  a  room  ;  and  so  left  by  a  stem,  cruel  farther,  on  going  to  his 
woriK  in  a  distant  part  of  the  city.  It  was  his  usage,  as  the  humor  took  him.  The 
excuse  was  that  they  were  unruly  children,  in  the  habit  of  playing  truant  from  school ; 
that  the  girl  would  be  out  at  night,  and  was  known  to  hare  gone  with  bigger  com- 
panions to  a  low  theatre,  begging  a  pass  to  the  galleries.  It  was  a  hone-chain,  pad- 
looked  to  their  tender  limbs,  —  in  the  case  of  one,  to  the  bare  anklee.  The  mother 
seemed  mortified  at  my  discovery  of  such  treatment,  but  said  she  could  not  help  it. 
The  fiunily  was  English.  I  explained  to  them  that  punishment  of  this  sort  was  not 
to  be  tolerated  ;  and,  if  restraints  were  requisite,  other  means  must  be  adopted.  I 
succeeded,  without  the  intervention  of  the  *'  law,"  in  liberating  the  poor  captives  from 
their  fetters.  Under  kinder  treatment,  knowing  that  they  have  the  countenance  and 
sympathy  of  a  friend,  who  will  yet  watch  their  delinquencies,  their  conduct  is  improved. 
They  are  reported  as  regular  in  their  school  attendance,  dntifiil  at  home,  and  observant 
of  suitable  family  hours. 

t  The  plan,  elevation,  Ac,  of  the  building,  may  be  seen  at  the  American  Insurance 
office  ;  where  the  President,  Mr.  Bowditch,  who  has  taken  a  leading  active  part  in 
this  benevolent  measure,  wiU,  doubtless,  be  glad  to  explain  to  any  who  may  desiiv, 
the  arrangements  and  eoavenienoes  of  the  establishment  proposed. 
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of  visits  registered  was  fourteen  hundred.    For  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  including  the  antecedent  months  of  March  and  April,  my  visits 
exceeded  two  thousand.     I  distributed  twenty-four  hundred  tracts, 
and  one  hundred  and  thirty  Bibles  and  Testaments,  have  preached 
on  seven  sabbaths  in  the  chapels,  and  on  eleven  in  other  pulpits. 
.     .     .     .     .     .     In  May  I  commenced  the  instruction  of  a  Bible 

class  of  adults,  on  Sunday  noons  ;  continuing  it,  with  few  interrup- 
tions, to  the  present  time,  —  an  employment  which  has  proved  a 
source  of  pleasure  to  myself,  and,  I  trust,  not  devoid  of  benefit  to 
others.  For  better  opportunities  of  instruction,  the  members  of  the 
class  have  of  late  been  invited  to  my  house  on  sabbath  evenings, 
when  an  hour  or  two  have  been  additionally  devoted  to  the  study 
and  exposition  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Among  the  incidental 
duties  devolving  upon  me  towards  the  close  of  the  year,  was  that 
(a  most  pleasing  one)  of  serving  as  domestic  chaplain,  during  two 
of  the  winter  months,  at  the  Home  of  Aged  Indigent  Females ; 
conducting  the  services  and  preaching  to  the  inmates,  on  the  sab- 
baths of  November  and  February 

In  other  ways  I  have  sought  to  advance  the  ends  of  my  mission. 
Religious  exercises  have  been  held  in  the  homes  of  the  poor,  both 
on  secular  and  sabbath  days,  as  opportunities  have  opened,  and 
circumstances  invited.  They  have  been  gratefnUy  received,  and 
productive,  it  is  hoped,  of  a  measure  of  good  influences.    .    .     . 

By  the  request  of  Bev.  Messrs.  Gray  and  Feabody,  I  un- 
dertook the  supervision  of  the  free  evening  school  in  Pitts-street 
Chapel.  Circumstances,  not  necessary  to  be  detailed,  rendered  the 
undertaking  somewhat  discouraging  in  the  outset.  A  number  of 
the  early  teachers  of  the  school  had  dropped  off,  and  the  general 
attendance  had  much  diminished  through  the  former  winter.  Un- 
der these  circumstances  the  work  of  re-construction  was  begun. 
Mr.  Joseph  N.  Brown,  of  the  Quincy  School,  —  an  intelligent  and 
efficient  instructor,  —  was  englged  as  master.  Some  of  the  former 
most  valued  teachers  offered  to  take  the  charge  of  classes.  Others 
were  obtained  by  personal  application,  and  the  good  work  com- 
menced. The  school  was  opened  on  the  evening  of  November  1st. 
At  first  there  were  but  eighteen  scholars  in  the  girls'  department, 
and  thirty-five  in  the  young  men's.  But  they  furnished  an  excel- 
lent class  of  materials,  and  helped  to  advertise  the  advantages  of 
the  institution.    The  school  rapidly  filled.    Before  the  expiration 

of  a  month,  the  large  vestry-room  of  the  chapel  was  crowded  with 
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eager  and  attentive  pupils,  on  the  four  week-day  evenings  set  apart 
for  their  instruction ;  and  so  encouraging  has  been  the  attendance 
throughout,  that  it  has  been  unanimously  resolved  to  continue  the 
school  for  a  period  of  twenty  weeks,  instead  of  closing  its  doors,  as 
formerly,  at  the  end  of  four  months.  Four  hundred  and  twelve 
pupils  have  been  registered  on  its  books,  viz. :  two  hundred  and 
eleven  in  the  male  department,  and  two  hundred  and  one  in  that  of 
the  girls'.*  Upwards  of  one  hundred  more  applicants  presented 
themselves  for  admission,  but  were  rejected,  either  for  want  of  ac- 
commodations, or  as  not  falling,  by  age  or  otherwise,  within  the 
prescribed  conditions  of  the  school.  Our  list  of  teachers  and  sub- 
stitutes is  forty-eight,  comprehending  twenty-six  young  ladies  and 
twenty-two  gentlemen,  devotedly  engaged  in  this  good  cause.  .  . 
A  sewing  school  has  been  opened  in  connection  with  our  In- 
dustrial Boom  in  Lynde-street.  It  is  taught  by  Misses  Andrews 
and  Haskell,  the  ladies  having  charge  of  the  operative  departments 
in  the  establishment  It  numbers  forty-two  pupils,  all  of  American 
families,  and  the  list  is  weekly  increasing.    The  school  promises  to  * 

be  of  much  advantage  in  meeting  the  wants  of  an  interesting  class 
of  subjects,  and  will  be  continued  through  the  summer. 

The  Industrial  institution  itself  has  been  quite  successful  during 
the  year  last  past  It  has  considerably  enlarged  its  operations. 
The  encouragement  of  friends  has  not  been  wanting.  Many  worthy, 
industrious,  and  dependent  females  have  been  kept  actively  at  work, 
with  the  assurance  that  all  their  fair  earnings  are  strictly  passed  to 
their  account  We  have  paid,  since  the  Ist  of  March,  1853,  the 
sum  of  thirty-seven  hundred  dollars  in  wages  for  work  alone ; 
besides,  upwards  of  three  hundred  dollars  in  purchase  of  materials, 
and  nearly  as  much  more  for  rent  and  ordinary  incidentalB.  The 
excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts  (six  hundred  dollars)  has' 
been  partly  met  by  the  sales  of  our  December  fair,  partly  by  a  v 

few  donations  specially  made  to  Mrs.  Bigelow,  but  principaUy  by 
personal  advances  from  myself. 

The  establishment  has  been  useful  in  a  variety  of  ways.  It  has 
served  to  test  the  capacity  and  disposition  of  numerous  applicants 
for  work.  Many  young  women,  strangers  in  the  city,  who  have 
come  to  it  seeking  a  livelihood,  have  there  found  profitable  employ- 

*  The  whole  nnmher  of  loholAn  in  ftttondanoe  dming  the  preTioua  seaeon,  the  win- 
ter of  1853,  was  two  hnndred  and  leyentj-three ;  that  of  teaohen  and  fubititatea 
was  thirty-three. 
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ment  while  waiting  to  be  placed  in  families.  Altogether  the  benefits 
of  the  Industrial  Room  have  been  extensiyelj  felt  They  have 
exceeded  our  expectations,  and  render  the  cost  and  care  of  it  onlj 
matters  of  grateful  satisfaction. 

A  welcome  and  unlooked-for  aid  has  quite  recently  been  furnished 
towards  its  support.  At  the  dissolution  of  the  Old  Female  Em- 
ployment Society,  the  Trustees  voted,  after  dividing  their  principal 
funds  between  two  other  institutions,  —  the  Home  of  the  Desti- 
tute and  the  Needle-woman's  Friend  Society, — to  appropriate  the 
residuary  balance  in  behalf  of  our  Lynde-street  Charity.  It 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars,  which 
within  this  month  has  been  paid  over  from  Miss  Roby,  the  late 
treasurer  of  the  association,  by  the  hands  of  Benjamin  Guild,  Esq. ; 
and  it  has  been  passed  to  the  exclusive  credit  and  control  of  Mrs. 
Bigelow. 

I  have  ^ven  an  hour  daily,  on  an  average,  to  attendance  at  the 
School-street  Office  of  the  Ministry.  My  friend  and  "  true-fellow," 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Cruft,  has  seldom  failed,  except  in  summer  absences 
from  the  city,  to  lend  his  presence  and  aid  at  the  same  place  at  an 
earlier  hour ;  and  I  have  been  much  assisted  by  him  in  the  afi&urs 
of  the  office,  and  attention  io  the  cases  there  brought  to  our  notice. 

We  have  been  less  burdened  with  the  lowest  class  of  beggars 
than  formerly.  .  .  .  Among  others  of  a  better  cast,  who  are 
wont  to  reappear  in  winter,  are  the  poor  women  usually  seen  in 
the  pleasant  months  seated  by  the  trees  of  the  Common,  at  the 
comers  of  streets,  churches,  or  squares,  or  perambulating  the  city 
with  their  baskets  of  fruit  and  candies.  They  are  the  costermong- 
ers  of  the  European  capitals.  They  contrive  to  pick  up  a  living 
by  these  means,  while  the  warm  season  lasts ;  but,  on  the  access  of 
cold,  the  resource  fails.  They  are  then  often  put  to  severe  straits. 
Numbers  of  them  come  for  help  to  the  Office  of  the  Ministry  at 
Large.  Many  of  them  are  worthy  people.  In  visiting  them,  I 
have  seen  with  pain  their  struggles  and  privations ;  and,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  my  means,  have  cheerfully  relieved  their  necessities.  Other 
classes,  embracing  the  good  and  bad,  sometimes  persons  of  most 
respectable  exterior,  are  brought  to  our  notice  through  the  Office. 
.  .  •  Affecting  instances  of  domestic  want  and  suffering  have  been 
disclosed  where  least  expected  from  external  appearances.   .  .  . 

The  hard  winter  through  which  we  have  passed,  has  been  sternly 
trying  to  the  families  of  the  poor.    The  sudden  and  exorbitant  rise  in 
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the  prices  of  food,  fuel,  and  other  necessaries  of  life,  at  once  banished 
or  reduced  the  few  comforts  of  their  homes ;  and  the  cry  of  want 
has  perhaps  never  been  so  loud  and  general  in  our  city  as  during 
the  seyere  wintry  weeks  since  Christmas.  Our  means  have  not 
been  commensurate  to  our  wishes.  Yet  grateful  we  are  to  the 
friend3  by  whose  bounty  we  have  been  assisted  in  "  showing  mercy 
to  the  poor." 

The  state  of  our  financial  account  is  as  follows :  — 

1.  Balance  on  hand  at  date  of  last  yearly  report $384.78 

2.  Dividend  reoeired  (paid  over  by  yonr  Treasarer)  from  the  Lienow  Fond        114.63 

3.  Amount  of  donations,  by  Tolontary  benefaoiions  of  friends  .        .        .        978.00 

Total  credited 1477.41 

Amount  of  office  expenditures  and  appropriations  since  March  1, 1863      .      1059.81 

Balance  of  funds  on  hand  at  date 417.60 

Reserring  from  said  balance,  for  office  rent  and  expenses  to  the  dose  of 

the  year,  viz.  to  Jan.  1, 1856,  the  sum  of 160.00 

Leaves $257.60 

The  amount  of  available  funds  at  disposal  ($267.60)  for  charitable  uses. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  have  revived  orders  on  the  Needle- 
woman's Friend  Society  for  fifty-five  dollars  in  goods ;  also  fuel 
orders  from  two  gentlemen  for  four  and  an  half  tons  of  coal ;  like- 
wise sundry  bundles  and  packages  of  wearing  apparel,  new  and 
second-hand,  from  benevolent  individuals,  for  distribution  among 
the  poor ;  last,  not  least,  we  have  been  favored  with  another  memo- 
rial of  the  kindness  of  our  generous  friends  in  Dedham,  —  the 
ladies  of  the  Sewing  Circle  in  the  First  Parish, — which  came  to 
hand  in  December,  in  the  usual  form  of  a  barrel  densely  packed 
with  garments  of  every  description,  suited  for  the  poor  of  both 
sexes,  all  put  up  and  prepared  in  the  neatest  possible  manner.* 

I  have  presented  our  Office  financial  account.  But  the  returns 
would  be  incomplete,  were  I  not  to  mention  another  source  of  sup- 
ply which  has  never  failed  since  the  institution  of  the  Ministry  at 
Large;  I  allude  to  the  Tuckerman  Circle, — to  which  a  separate 
annual  account  is  rendered  for  the  receipts  and  application  of  their 
charities.  These  ladies  have  surpassed  by  their  bounty  the  measure 
of  their  liberality  in  .any  former  year ;  the  total  of  their  remittances 

*  ^nce  the  rendition  of  this  Report,  we  have  shared  with  others  in  the  noble 
bounty  of  the  8nffi>lk  County  F.  Mills  Oorporation;  SOO  ten-pound  bags  of  flour  haying 
been  generously  contributed  from  that  source  for  the  poor  of  the  Ministry  at  large. 


* 
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in  aid  of  our  poor's  purse,  since  March,  1853,  being  $765.50,  ex- 
ceeding the  amount  of  the  year  preceding  (viz.  $438.10)  by  the  sum 
of  $327.40.  Amends  have  thus  in  part  been  made  for  the  losses 
we  have  sustained  during  the  same  period  in  the  decease  of  seyeral 
of  the  early,  most  steadfast  and  munificent  contributors  to  the  wants 
of  our  poor.  The  monthly  receipts  from  the  Tuckerman  Circle 
were  apportioned  formerly  in  equal  divisions  among  the  three  Minis- 
ters at  Large  for  their  separate  disposal.  Since  the  introduction 
of  Mrs.  Barry  as  an  assistant  in  our  missionary  work,  a  part  of  the 
money  has  been  put  into  her  hands. 


FROM  MRS.  BIGELOWS  REPORT. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  ''  Fraternity  "  reminds  those  who  are 
employed  in  its  service  that  they  are  expected  to  offer  some  ac- 
count of  their  labors  and  experience  during  the  past  year.  The 
reports,  however,  which  we  bring  you  from  time  to  time  must  be 
essentially  the  same.  Poverty  still  remains  among  us,  a  great  and 
mournful  evil ;  while  the  methods  employed  for  its  alleviation  must 
be  similar  to  those  so  often  presented  before.  There  are  lonely 
chambers  and  wretched  abodes  yet  existing  in  our  fair  city,  whither 
the  steps  of  the  missionary  must  tend,  in  order  to  speak  words  of 
Christian  sympathy,  and  extend  acts  of  Christian  kindness.  But 
to  such  recitals  you  have  so  often  listened  that  they  must  seem  like 
« thrice-told  tales." 

Yet  perhaps  it  is  well  to  feel  obliged,  at  stated  times,  to  renew 
our  acquaintance  with  scenes  of  suffering  and  of  sorrow,  and  thus 
be  reminded  both  of  our  privileges  and  duties. 

In  our  own  comfortable  homes,  there  is  danger  of  forgetting  those 
who,  besides  having  the  ^'  gospel  preached  to  them,"  should  be  made 
to  realize,  by  personal  attention  and  material  aid,  that  they  are 
united  by  ties  of  sympathy  with  their  more  favored  neighbors ;  and 
that  all,  both  rich  and  lowly,  are  objects  of  the  same  divine  care 
on  earth,  as  well  as  heirs  of  the  same  heavenly  inheritance. 

The  severity  of  the  past  winter  has  rendered  my  duties  more 
than  usually  arduous.  The  cold  winds,  which  were  hardly  noticed 
in  well-iumished  parlors,  brought  severe  suffering  to  many  cheer- 
less apartments.    The  snow  has  proved  an  unwelcome  visitor  to 
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those  whose  amount  of  fuel  was  scanty,  and  whose  tables  were 
poorlj  supplied. 

The  high  price  both  of  fuel  and  provisions  has  been  a  source  of 
great  privation  to  the  necessitous.  I  have  endeavored  to  labor  in 
such  a  manner  as  the  exigency  of  the  times  demanded.  Many 
cases  of  poverty,  with  which  I  have  long  been  familiar,  have  re- 
ceived assistance,  while  relief  has  been  extended  to  others  whom  I 
had  not  before  known. 

I  have  always  tried  to  act  on  the  principle,  long  since  adopted,  of 
imparting  the  requisite  aid  as  much  as  possible  by  giving  employ- 
ment which  would  encourage  habits  of  industry. 

The  further  my  observations  extend  among  the  poor,  the  stronger 
are  my  convictions  of  the  inexpediency  of  assisting  those  who  pub- 
licly solicit  charity.  In  many  instances  have  tales  of  distress  been 
investigated  which  had  touched  and  saddened  many  generous  hearts, 
and  the  result  has  proved  that  they  were  utterly  false.  There  are 
families  in  this  city  who  have  long  been  accustomed  to  depend  on 
the  charities  of  the  benevolent,  with  the  same  certainty  as  a  bus-  <  >^ 

bandman  does  on  the  produce  of  his  farm,  or  a  stockholder  on  his 
dividends.  The  fertile  fields  of  the  West,  and  the  avenues  every- 
where opened  in  our  favored  country,  offer  every  inducement  to 
honest  industry ;  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  so  many  strong 
men  should  linger  unemployed  in  our  large  cities.  Were  their 
wives  and  children  less  successful  in  obtaining  assistance,  they 
would  be  driven  to  labor,  and  thus  cease  to  become  a  burden  to  the 
community.  Only  a  few  days  since,  public  attention  was  directed 
towards  a  family  reported  to  be  ''  in  great  distress,"  but  which  sub- 
sequent investigation  proved  to  have  been  occasioned  wholly  by  the 
intemperate  habits  of  the  mother. 

Those  who  are  strong  enough  to  go  abroad  in  the  depth  of  a 
New  England  winter,  to  solicit  ^  alms,"  are  able  to  work,  and  there- 
by obtain  a  support  for  themselves  and  their  families.  The  inge- 
nuity, sacrifices,  and  labors  of  this  class,  if  properly  directed,  could 
easily  prevent  the  approach  of  poverty. 

But  there  are  others  in  our  midst  who  deserve,  and  should 
receive,  our  attention  and  support  Their  footsteps  are  too  feeble 
to  bring  them  to  your  doors.  Their  arms,  palsied  by  sickness  or 
age,  are  unable  to  earn  bread  for  their  tables,  or  clothing  for  their 
trembling  frames.  Disease  perhaps  has  prostrated  them  on  beds 
of  illness,  and  there  b  no  hand  near  to  soothe  the  aching  head,  — 
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no  voice  breaks  the  solitude  which  surrounds  them  with  words  of 
kindness  and  encouragement  Blindness  maj  have  drawn  its  dark 
curtains  over  their  eyes,  or  their  ears  can  no  longer  listen  to  the 
accents  of  love. 

These  are  some  of  the  true  objects  of  the  missionary's  care  and 
solicitude.  Christian  benevolence  must  feed  .those  whose  hands 
can  no  longer  labor  for  their  own  support,  and  those  comforts  be 
supplied  to  them  which  will  make  the  dreary  hours  of  suffering 
less  grievous.  Thus,  from  the  manna  found  in  the  desert  of  life, 
they  will  learn  the  great  lesson  of  filial  trust 

The  serious  attention  of  the  benevolent  is  demanded  in  behalf  of 
that  class  of  female  children  who  throng  our  doors  and  infest  our 
streets.  At  an  age  that  would  seemingly  preclude  the  possibility 
of  falsehood,  they  are  proficients  in  the  most  thorough  arts  of  de- 
ception. Some  of  them  are  driven  forth  by  unprincipled  parents, 
and  a  certain  amount  of  gain  is  required  before  they  are  allowed 
to  return  home.  Others  invent  tales  of  distress,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain access  to  some  place  of  public  amusement  What  can  be 
done  with  this  gypsy  horde,  is  a  question  which  presses  with 
great  weight  on  the  heart  of  the  Christian  philanthropist  If  ne- 
glected now,  they  will  soon  grow  up  dangerous  members  of  society, 
and,  as  criminals  or  paupers,  become  a  permanent  burden  on  the 
community.  They  should,  if  possible,  be  brought  within  the  pale 
of  Christian  civilization,  and  instructed  both  mentally  and  morally ; 
and  eveiy  efibrt  should  be  made  to  remove  them  from  the  soul- 
destroying  atmosphere  they  now  breathe.  Let  their  parents  be 
made  practically  to  realize  that  their  children  are  no  longer  a  source 
of  gain  to  them,  and  the  first  step  will  be  taken  towards  effecting  for 
them  a  change  of  occupation.  All  who  encourage  this  class  of 
children,  either  by  purchasing  the  articles  they  offer  for  sale,  or 
bestowing  alms  on  them  through  a  mistaken  pity  for  their  youth 
and  sex,  are  doing  their  part  towards  sustaining  a  great  social  as 
well  as  moral  evil.  Multiply,  therefore,  ^'Missionaries  to  chil- 
dren ; "  and  let  us  remember  that,  besides  the  heathen  in  foreign 
climes,  there  are  Pagan  children  deserving  attention  in  our  midst 
The  upas-tree  in  Oriental  climes  will  require  the  labor  of  centuries 
to  remove ;  but  the  thistles  and  briars  in  our  own  New  England 
gardens  may  be  uprooted  and  destroyed  by  timely  Christian  effort 

The  ^  Industrial  Boom "  under  my  charge  continues  to  answer 
my  fullest  expectations.     Could  the  plan  there  adopted  be  more 
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extensivelj  carried  out,  I  am  persuaded  that  much  good  would 
result,  not  only  to  the  individuals  employed,  but  to  the  community 
at  large.  No  "  visitor  to  the  poor,"  however  circumscribed  his  or 
her  walks  may  be,  can  fail  to  notice  the  suffering  and  crime  occar 
sioned  by  "  cheap  work."  When  incessant  toil,  from  early  dawn 
till  midnight,  is  only  sufficient  to  afford  the  common  necessaries  of 
life,  it  can  hardly  excite  surprise  that  in  so  many  cases  the  wearied 
workwoman  yields  to  temptation.  The  inducements  to  wander  from 
the  path  of  virtue  are  so  numerous  in  a  dty  life,  that  every  thing 
which  tends  to  diminish  their  force  demands  earnest  and  constant 
support. 

The  whole  system  of  "  cheap  work  "  is  a  fraud,  not  only  on  the 
poor  women  who  are  employed,  but  also  on  the  purchaser  of  the 
articles  thus  manufactured.  The  rule  we  adopt  in  our  *^  Boom  "  is 
to  pay  a  liberal  compensation  for  the  sewing,  and  require  in  return 
that  it  should  be  done  in  the  neatest  and  most  thorough  manner. 
A  ^  sewing  school "  is  now  connected  with  the  Room ;  and,  if  suf- 
ficient funds  could  be  obtained,  I  should  be  rejoiced  to  enlarge  the  '^» 
establishment  so  as  to  be  able  to  impart  instruction  in  all  kinds  of 
useful  domestic  labor.  There  are  too  many  females  growing  up  in  ^ 
total  ignorance  of  that  knowledge  vnth  which  every  woman  should 
be  made  acquainted,  and  without  which  she  is  indeed  deprived  of 
her  "just  rights."  I  believe  that  a  school,  where  cooking  and  other 
kindred  branches  could  be  taught,  would  become,  in  a  short  time, 
one  of  our  most  popular,  as  it  certainly  would  prove  one  of  the 
most  useful,  institutions  in  our  city.  The  demand  for  this  sort  of 
labor  is  constantly  increasing,  and  the  want  of  it  threatens  to  be- 
come a  serious  evil  unless  speedily  supplied.  There  are  crude 
materials  existing  in  our  midst  which  could  be  shaped  into  living 
forms  of  usefulness ;  and  many  abodes,  that  have  been  made  wretched 
through  ignorance,  could  be  converted  into  comfortable  homes,  by  ^ 
having  one  mepiber  at  least  taught  the  science  of  domestic  eco- 
nomy. 

The  past  year  has  proved  one,  in  many  instances,  of  painful 
experience.  There  have  been  more  than  the  ordinary  number  of 
suffering  cases  brought  to  my  notice,  and  scenes  of  misery  wit- 
nessed which  can  never  be  forgotten.  I  have  seen  families,  that 
once  were  prosperous  and  happy,  blighted  by  the  demon  of  intem- 
perance, and  reduced,  from  a  state  of  peace  and  comfort,  to  indi- 
gence and  distress. 
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Widows  have  been  seen,  who  have  suddenly  been  summoned,  bj 
the  death  of  a  husband,  from  homes  of  luxury  to  chambers  of 
sickness  and  poverty,  and  compelled  to  toil  by  day  and  night  for 
the  common  comforts  of  life.  The  aged  and  the  infirm  have  been 
met  with,  who  once  enjoyed  the  smiles  of  fortune,  but  who  had 
been  compelled,  after  the  ^  almond-tree  had  blossomed,"  to  drink 
the  bitter  cup  of  misfortune.  I  have  also  seen  the  poor  in  sick- 
ness, and  my  own  faith  has  brightened  by  contemplating  with  what 
Christian  fortitude  and  trust  they  submitted  to  their  hard  lot. 

It  has  been  well  said  by  one  of  our  eminent  divines,  ^  that  we 
take  the  statistics  of  crime  among  the  poor,  but  not  of  virtue." 
The  truth  of  this  remark  is  daily  realized  by  my  own  experience. 

Again  and  again  have  I  beheld  instances  of  patience  under  life's 
triab,  of  self-sacrifice  and  fervent  piety  among  the  poor,  that  could 
not  fail  to  awaken  admiration,  and  which  rival  many  a  tale  of  fic- 
tion. There  are  virtues  and  Christian  graces  constantly  blooming 
along  the  by-paths  of  life,  which,  though  often  unheeded,  and 
sometimes  trampled  under  foot,  yet  make  the  air  beautiful  with 
their  fragrance.  It  is  such  blossoms  that  render  my  duties  both 
pleasant  and  profitable. 

Though  I  cannot  claim  to  have  done  much,  yet  my  services  have 
been  cheerfully  and  freely  rendered  in  behalf  of  the  suffering  in 
our  midst ;  and  I  trust,  that,  by  my  labors  during  the  past  year,  I 
have  at  least  contributed  my  mite  to  the  offerings  annually  brought 
to  the  great  temple  of  humanity. 


FROM  MRS.  BARRY'S  REPORT. 

Mrs.  Barry,  after  referring  to  her  appointment  in 
June  last,  says :  — 

My  labors  commenced  July  1,  1853.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have 
not  been  able  to  do  as  much  in  this  good  cause  as  I  hoped  to  at 
the  commencement.  In  July  I  was  attacked  by  severe  illness, 
caused  by  over-exertion.  For  two  months  I  was  not  able  to  go 
out,  and  could  see  but  very  few  persons  at  my  house.  Since  my 
recovery,  my  time  has  been  wholly  employed  in  searching  out  the 
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unfortunate  and  helpless.  In  manj  cases  I  have  had  every  reason 
to  hope  the  lost  have  heen  restored.  Mj  calls  have  prind- 
pallj  heen  helow  Dover-street,  because  Mr.  Cruft  labors  indefatiga- 
hlj  in  the  district  south  of  that  street  ...  I  could  mention 
manj  qases  of  interest ;  but,  from  fear  of  making  my  report  too  long, 
I  will  mention  but  two.  A  young  girl,  respectable,  well  educated, 
having  a  respectable  mother,  had  to  seek  employment  as  seamstress. 
A  man  (for  I  cannot  say  gentleman)  who  said  his  family  resided 
out  of  the  dty,  wished  her  to  go  to  his  home  as  seamstress  for  his 
wife.  The  girl  was  twenty  years  old,  the  man  fifty.  She  was 
anxious  to  go  out  of  the  city,  because  she  felt  that  her  health  would 
be  better,  and  she  should  have  permanent  employment  She  went, 
but  not  to  his  family,  if  he  had  any.  He  carried  her  far  away ; 
she  had  no  money  to  return,  was  mined,  and  after  a  time  brought 
back  to  the  city  in  poor  health,  and  penniless.  Her  case  is  truly 
deserving  of  pity. 

She  has  been  very  sick.  I  have  assisted  in  paying  her  board, 
have  provided  for  her  helpless  child,  and  found  a  Christian  home 
for  her,  where  she  is  safe  from  temptation.  How  much  might  be 
accomplished  if  more  families  would  take  under  their  care  those 
who  wish  to  return  to  virtue  !.«.#•• 

The  other  case  is  that  of  a  young  girl  without  friends,  very 
respectable.  She  had  been  employed  in  a  shop,  sewing.  Those 
who  knew  her  spoke  well  of  her.  But  where  she  boarded,  it  was 
not  safe  for  her  to  be.  Returning  home  one  night,  she  was  insulted, 
and  fied  for  protection  to  the  house  of  a  poor  woman.  The  case 
came  under  my  care,  the  girl  was  sent  directly  from  the  city,  and 
was  saved  from  ruin  by  being  placed  in  a  good  family.  I  would 
not  have  you  suppose  that  in  every  case,  even  where  much  care 
and  labor  has  been  bestowed,  I  have  been  successfuL  I  have 
sometimes  failed  in  judgment,  have  labored  much  on  a  case,  and  at 
last  have  been  defeated,  and  failed  to  accomplish  what  I  would. 
Yet  even  in  this  my  Father  has  taught  me  not  to  be  discouraged. 

My  hours  for  visiting  have  been  from  nine,  a.m.,  to  bne,  p.m. 
From  one  to  three  I  have  received  calls  at  my  house ;  and  the 
remainder  of  the  afternoon  has  been  spent  with  the  sick,  in  reading, 
conversing,  and  in  prayer.  I  have  been  very  much  gratified  with 
the  pleasant  effect  which  these  visits  have  had  upon  the  suffering 
and  afflicted.  My  sabbaths  have  been  occupied  in  the  following 
manner.    In  the  morning  I  go  to  the  poor-school  for  children,  con- 
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nected  with  the  Children's  Mission,  accompany  them  to  church,  and 
take  care  of  them  in  service  time.  In  the  afternoon  I  have  charge 
of  the  infant-school  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cruft's  chapel.  This  is  also 
a  delightful  work,  to  mingle  with  little  children,  whom  Jesus  loved, 
and  impart  to  them  the  truths  which  he  taught.  .  .  .  My  poor's 
purse  has  heen  well  supplied  this  winter.  Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow  has 
kindly  furnished  me,  from  time  to  time,  with  a  part  of  the  funds 
contributed  by  the  friends  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  for  distribution 
among  the  poor.  I  feel  grateful  also  for  his  sympathy  and  hearty 
cooperation  in  the  good  work.  I  would  here  mention  •  the  Ladies 
South  End  Relief  Society.  It  is  doing  much  good,  and  has  helped 
to  make  many  a  poor  family  comfortable  this  winter.  I  have  made 
two  thousand  visits 


It  will  be  seen  from  these  reports,  that  our  mission- 
aries have  been  working  diligently  in  a  large  field, 
where  many  times  their  number  might  be  usefully 
employed.  "  The  harvest  truly  is  plenteous,  but  the 
laborers  are  few."  And  the  benevolent  and  wealthy 
could  hardly 'employ  their  means  better  than  in  send- 
ing forth  more  laborers  into  the  harvest. 

We  appeal  to  all  who  would  stay  the  process  of 
corruption,  and  make  good  citizens  out  of  those  who 
are  in  danger  of  becoming  bad  ones,  to  give  us  the 
means  of  extending  this  ministry.  The  number  of 
those  who  require  its  aid  is  rapidly  increasing,  and 
we  ought  to  increase  the  niunber  of  our  missionaries 
in  proportion  to  the  need  of  their  services. 

For  the  Executive  Committee, 

EDWARD  WIGGLESWORTH, 

Secretary. 
Boston,  March  4,  1854. 
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NOTE. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Fraternity  is  on  the 'first  Sunday  of 
March.  The  contributions  of  the  Branches  should  be  paid  before 
the  first  day  of  March,  when  the  financial  year  begins. 

The  meeting  for  organization  is  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  March. 

The  other  regular  meetings  are  on  the  first  Sunday  of  June,  the 
second  Sunday  of  October,  and  the  second  Sunday  of  December. 

The  delegates  are  divided  into  monthly  Committees.  Each 
Committee,  during  its  month,  visits  the  chapels  and  Sunday-schools 
in  Pitts-street  and  Shawmut  Avenue.  They  can,  if  they  see  fit, 
also  attend  the  week-day  services  of  the  ministers. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  delegates  should  inform  the 
Branches  of  the  working  of  the  Ministry  at  Large. 
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REPORT. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fra- 
TERNiTY  OF  Churches  rospectfully  report,  that  the 
condition  of  the  Ministry  at  Large  is  such  as  to  afford 
much  satisfaction  to  all  who  are  interested  in  its 
work  of  benevolence. 

The  liberal  contributions  of  the  churches,  during 
the  past  year,  have  enabled  us  to  employ  an  addi- 
tional minister.  The  gentleman  selected  was  Mr. 
William  G.  Scandlin,  who  had  been  laboring  for 
some  time  with  much  zeal  and  success,  as  a  preacher 
to  seamen. 

He  entered  our  service  at  the  beginning  of  the 
past  winter;  and,  on  the  14th  of  January  last,  was 
ordained  at  HoUis-street  Church. 

Our  other  ministers.  Rev.  Messrs.  Bigelow,  Cruet, 
and  WiNKLEY,  have  pursued  their  usual  labors  with 
their  well-known  fidelity  and  efl&ciency. 

Mrs.  Bigelow  has  devoted  herself  to  the  relief  and 
guidance  of  indigent  and  exposed  females,  particularly 
in  the  Western  part  of  the  city.     Mrs.  Barrt  has 
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done  a  similar  work  in  the  Southern  part.  Mrs. 
Bigelow  has  conducted  her  industrial  establishment 
on  a  larger  scale  than  formerly,  and  has  made  it  a 
means  of  greater  usefulness.  The  number  of  female 
missionaries  will  probably  be  increased  during  the 
coming  year. 

In  April  last,  an  eloquent  discourse,  in  behalf  of 
the  Ministry  at  Large,  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  F.  D. 
Huntington,  at  the  church  in  Federal  Street,  and  was 
shortly  afterwards  repeated  at  the  church  in  HoUis 
Street. 

We  shall  now  present  extracts  from  the  reports 
of  the  Ministers.  After  some  general  remarks,  Mr. 
Winkley  proceeds  as  follows :  — 


PROM  REV.  MR.  WINKLEY'S  REPORT. 

....  Connected  with  the  chapel  in  Pitta  Street  are  abont  three 
hundred  families ;  that  is,  including  all  individaals  requiring  regu- 
lar calls.  Sometimes  there  is  a  smaller  number  than  this,  very 
seldom  a  larger  one.  These  are  all,  or  nearly  all,  Americans. 
The  children  generallj  attend  the  public  schools.  • . .  While  a  good 
portion  of  these  three  hundred  families  are  earning  a  liyelihood,  and 
are  able  in  a  limited  waj  to  aid  others,  there  are  some  who  cannot 
<<  make  the  two  ends  meet.**  The  number  of  these  last  would  be 
reduced  almost  to  nothing  in  a  few  jears,  could  we  retain  the  same 
families  so  long.    One  of  the  first  fruits  of  a  proper  education  and  \ 

Christian  influence  is  the  rise  above  want  Scarcely  a  family, 
whose  members  have  all  come  under  religious  influences  for  years, 
now  needs  aid.  So  that,  in  an  economical  point  of  view,  this  minis- 
try is  an  obvious  advantage  to  the  city.  And  yet,  owing  to  various 
causes,  those  connected  with  the  chapel  never  have  been,  and  pro- 
bably never  will  be,  able  to  defray  one-tenth  part  of  the  expenses 
of  public  worship. 

The  present  winter  has  been  peculiarly  trying.    The  necessaries 
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of  life  haTe  been  verj  expensive,  and  many  persons  unemployed ; 
so  that  more  families  than  usual  have  needed  aid.  Still,  the  poor's 
purse,  though  less  bountifully  supplied  than  usual,  has  met  the 
demand,  without  calling  in  foreign  aid  of  any  kind ;  and,  generally, 
none  but  the  individuals  or  families  aided  have  known  the  fact . .  . 

Among  the  instrumentalities  in  use  at  the  chapel,  not  strictly 
religious,  may  be  mentioned  the  following,  namely :  — 

The  Parish  Library.  —  This  has  been  increased  during  the 
present  year.  It  numbers  over  eight  hundred  volumes.  It  is  open 
for  the  delivery  of  books  once  a  week.  Under  the  faithful  charge 
of  the  Librarians,  Messrs.  A.  W.  Chandler  and  J.  T.  Sparrel,  jun., 
it  has  increased  its  former  popularity  and  usefulness. 

The  Social  Union.  —  This  is  a  monthly  gathering  of  persons 
of  all  ages.  A  board  of  directors  and  visitors  is  appointed  annually, 
having  in  charge  the  manufacture  and  distribution  of  necessary 
articles  to  the  needy.  At  the  meetings  of  this  association,  a  paper 
from  the  contributions  of  the  members  is  read,  called  ^  The  Social 
Union  Gazette."  We  are  under  great  obligations  to  C.  A.  Foster, 
Esq.,  and  hi^  assistant,  Mr.  J.  E.  Bradlee,  for  the  able  manner  in 
which  the  paper  has  been  edited  during  the  past  year.  There  are 
seldom  less  than  one  hundred  persons  present  at  these  meetings, 
and  once  this  year  we  have  had  one  hundred  and  forty. 

The  Tuckerman  Debating  Club.  —  This  is  a  club  of  young 
men  holding  weekly  meetings,  which  have  been  profitable  and 
interesting. 

All  our  other  operations  are  purely  religious.  The  principal  are 
the  following :  — 

The  Sunday  Seryices.  —  The  services  of  Sunday  have  been 
conducted  in  the  usual  manner.  At  the  aflemoon  service,  the 
attendance  has  always  been  good.  At  the  morning  service,  it  has 
much  improved  during  this  year. 

The  Conference  Meeting.  —  On  Sunday  evening,  there  has 
been  held  the  usual  meeting  for  conference  and  prayer,  in  the 
vestry. 

The  Church  Meeting.  —  On  Thursday  evening  of  each  week, 
a  meeting  of  the  church  is  held.  We  adopt  a  somewhat  different 
course  for  each  Thursday  evening  of  the  month*  At  the  meeting 
on  the!  fint  Thursday  evening,  we  discuss  a  doctrine ;  on  the  second, 
a  practical  subject ;  on  the  third,  we  hold  a  devotional  meeting ;  on 
the  fourth,  if  it  is  the  Thursday  evening  preceding  the  Lord's  Supper, 


6  TWENTY-FIRST   ANNUAL   REPORT. 

a  preparatory  lecture  is  delivered ;  if  not,  a  social  church-meeting 
is  held. .  . .  Next  to  the  table  of  our  Lord,  it  is  our  most  profitable 
agency. 

Devotional  Meetings.  —  Besides  the  devotional  meeting  of 
the  church,  there  are  two :  one  for  children,  held  on  Saturday  after- 
noons ;  and  one,  by  eight  adults,  on  Friday  evening. 

Howard  Sunday  School.  —  E.  Cobb,  Esq.,  was,  for  more 
than  twenty  years,  our  faithful  and  much-loved  Superintendent 
The  heartfelt  thanks  of  all  the  pupils,  teachers,  and  friends  of 
the  school  will  ever  follow  him.  Since  his  removal  from  the  city, 
the  pastor  of  the  chapel  has  filled  his  place.  This  school  holds  two 
sessions  each  Sunday.  These  are  so  arranged,  that,  although  many 
teachers,  and  nearly  all  the  pupils,  are  connected  with  the  same 
classes  in  both  sessions,  yet  there  are,  in  fact,  two  schools.  In  the 
morning  school,  there  are  forty-five  classes,  containing  two  hundred 
and  fifty-six  pupils  and  forty-five  teachers.  In  this  school,  we  are 
pursuing  Old  Testament  history,  and  other  similar  courses  of  instruc- 
tion. In  the  noon  school,  there  are  two  hundred  and  seventy-one 
pupils  and  forty-five  teachers. ...  In  both  schools,  there  are  sixty- 
two  teachers,  including  the  Superintendent  and  Librarian,  and  two 
hundred  and  eighty  pupils.  These  are  hona  fde  pupils  and  teach- 
ers. The  names  of  all  merely  nominal  members  are  removed  from 
the  list  monthly. 

Teachers'  Meetings.  —  A  meeting  of  the  teachers,  preparatory 
to  the  Sunday,  is  held  each  Saturday  evening,  and  is  well  attended. 
A  meeting  for  business  and  discussion  is- held  once  per  month. 

Historical  Classes.  —  Of  these,  we  have  three,  for  persons 
of  different  ages 

Our  Pastor's  Circle.  — ....  This  consists  of  young  ladies, 
who  meet  for  instruction  in  Natural  Theology  and  the  Christian 
evidences. 

Religious  Inqxhrbrs.  —  For  the  sake  of  meeting  the  peculiar 
doubts  and  difficulties  of  individuals,  I  invite  them  to  converse  with 
me  at  my  house. .  .  .  Twenty  such  regular  appointments  per  week 
are  now  made  for  the  next  month  or  two.  This  has  been  my  prac- 
tice for  a  few  years.  If  time  would  permit,  double  that  number 
would  gladly  come. 

Calls,  &c  —  Special  and  regular  calls  have  been  made  as 
usual ;  anniversary  and  other  special  meetings  held ;  and  the  work, 
as  in  previous  reports,  carried  on. 
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A  Sewing  Circle,  consisting  of  the  teachers  in  the  Sunday 
School,  famishes  garments,  and  also  shoes,  to  the  scholars  who  need 
them. 

I  cannot  close  this  report,  without  acknowledging  the  very  valua^ 
ble  aid,  which,  for  a  long  time,  has  been  rendered  to  my  work  by 
one  of  ^'  Oar  Pastor's  Circle."  During  the  last  four  months,  she 
has  devoted  the  most  of  her  time  to  calls  and  other  labors,  and  has 
rendered  essential  service. 

....  A  Minister  at  Large  cannot  review  his  work  without  joy. 
Each  year  has  brought  its  encouragements ;  this  year  is  among  the 
most  cheering.  Of  all  the  evidences  of  the  divinity  of  the  gospel, 
its  fruits  are  the  strongest  God  be  praised  for  the  past.  May  he 
continue  to  smile  upon  us  and  bless  us  ! 


FROM  REV.  MR.  CRUFTS  REPORT. 

Any  previous  year's  report  might  answer  for  the  present  Pre- 
cisely similar  have  been  the  objects  and  the  subjects  of  this  minis- 
try. It  would  be  repeating  a  twice-told  tale  to  enumerate  them. 
If  there  is  any  diversity  to  be  noticed,  it  is  in  the  results ;  and  the 
.variance  here  has  reference  only  to  degree,  and  not  to  kind. 

These  become  more  marked  with  each  year's  experience.  The 
past  year  has  witnessed  more  of  an  ingathering  than  any  previous 
one.  There  were  tokens  of  this  in  the  large  assemblage  of  parents, 
teachers,  children,  and  parishioners,  that  took  place  in  the  chapel- 
vestry,  on  Thursday  evening  of  the  last  week,  in  connection  with 
the  celebration  of  the  Fifleenth  Sunday-school  Anniversary.  It 
was  a  most  happy  and  successful  Family  Party,  the  members  of 
which,  both  old  and  young,  in  the  unrestrained  exercise  of  their 
social  natures,  in  the  mingling  of  their  hearts  and  voices  in  praise 
together,  and  in  the  listening  to  addresses  pertinent  to  the  occasion, 
received  large  enjoyment  and  profit. 

This  leads  us  to  speak  of  our  Sunday  School  It  enjoys  the  care 
of  the  same  faithful  Superintendent,  Mr.  George  Merrill.  There 
are  about  one  hundred  and  forty  children  connected  with  the  school. 
There  is  good  promise  of  an  accession  in  the  spring,  more  particu- 
larly to  the  infant  department,  still  under  the  wise  management  of 
Mrs.  Barry,  with  whom  it  is  a  privilege  to  labor. 
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We  want  more  co-operation  in  all  the  departments  of  this  mis* 
sioui  particularlj  in  the  Evening  School  for  Adults. ...  It  has  been 
difficult  to  get  teachers  here,  espedallj  in  the  male  department ; 
and,  when  obtained,  more  difficult  to  keep  them.  Still  much  has 
been  accomplished. 

We  were  sony  to  lose  the  services  of  Mr.  Page,  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  school  during  the  two  previous  years.  We  have  been 
fortunate  in  his  successor,  Mr.  George  Allen,  jun.,  the  Principal 
of  the  Hancock  School.  Under  his  judicious  management^  our 
school  has  been  a  model  school.  Both  directlj  and  indirectly,  a 
lasting  influence  for  good  has  gone  out  from  it  Both  sexes  have 
attended  together,  as  brfore.  Of  these,  there  have  been  seventy- 
three  males  and  thirty-seven  females ;  total,  one  hundred  and  ten. 
Probably  there  might  have  been  a  larger  number,  if  the  age  of 
admission  had  not  been  limited  to  sixteen  years.  This  limit  has, 
however,  raised  the  character  of  the  school,  while  it  has  enabled  it 
to  be  more  truly  an  AdiUt  school.  Exceptions  have  been  made  to 
this  rule,  in  peculiar  cases.  The  oldest  in  attendance  has  been 
thirty-six  years  of  age ;  the  youngest,  thirteen.  The  largest  attend- 
ance, thus  far,  has  been  seventy-seven.  That  of  the  females  has 
been  much  more  uniform  than  that  of  the  males.  Most  of  the  scho- 
lars have  been  of  foreign  birth  or  of  foreign  parentage.  By  far  the 
larger  part  are  Irish. 

The  Sewing  School^  under  the  superintendence  of  Mrs.  Gruft,  has 
doubled  its  numbers,  and  is  doing  a  good  work  among  the  ignorant 
and  exposed  children  of  the  neighborhood.  The  moral  and  refining 
influence  going  out  from  it  is  quite  marked. 

The  Vettry  Conference  Meeting  is  still  held  on  every  Lord's  Day 
evening^  and  on  alternate  Thursday  evenings.  The  Teaeheri  Meet- 
ings take  place  once  a  fortnight  The  Church  Meetings  are  monthly, 
as  before.  In  addition  to  these  are  the  Neighborhood  Meetings^  held 
in  different  sections  of  the  ward,  sometimes  out  of  the  ward,  and 
sometimes  as  often  as  twice  in  the  week.  These  are  the  most  hope- 
ful and  promising  meetings.  They  are  always  well  attended,  and 
the  desire  is  always  expressed  for  their  repetition.  Mrs.  Bany 
and  her  husband  have  aided  me  ipuch  in  carrying  them  on. 

The  attendance  upon  pubHc  worehipf  as  a  general  rule,  has  sensi- 
bly increased.  There  is  more  of  life  and  harmony  among  the  wor- 
shippers ;  more  of  interest  in  the  chapel,  and  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  its  ministry.    The  contributions  thereto  have  greatly 
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increased ;  and  these  come  from  some  (and  thej  are  the  rea- 
diest, because  most  grateful,  contributors),  who,  under  the  influence 
of  this  ministry,  have  been  raised  from  dependence  and  want 
Such  acknowledgments  of  a  grateful  indebtedness,  expressed  almost 
every  day,  either  in  person  or  by  letter,  and  from  most  distant 
abodes,  are  very  encouraging,  as  indicating  that  the  Ministry  at 
Large  has  its  good  results  to  show  on  earth. 

The  serious  attendance  upon  the  weekly  service,  the  replenish- 
ing ranks  of  the  covenant-disciples  of  Christ,  the  visit  for  religious 
inquiry,  a  more  hearty  interest  in  good  works,  especially  on  the 
part  of  the  young,  are  signs  of  a  deeper  inward  prosperity,  a  more 
conscious  value  of  the  soul,  and  a  heartier  love  for  the  Saviour  of 
souls. 


FROM  BEV.  MR.  SCANDLIN*S  REPORT. 

*Mr.  Scandlin,  after  remarking  that  the  short  tune 
he  has  been  in  office  furnishes  him  with  but  few 
results  to  report,  his  work  having  been  principally 
preparatory,  proceeds  thus :  — 

....  The  first  week  or  two,  I  spent  chiefly  with  my  brethren  in 
the  Ministry  at  Large,  learning  their  different  modes  of  action  in 
their  multifarious  labors ;  treasuring  up  all  that  was  congenial  with 
my  own  feelings,  and  in  keeping  with  my  idea  of  the  duties  devolv- 
ing upon  this  ministry. 
I  then  marked  out  a  plan  for  a  systematic  visitation  of  the  whole 
%  district  assigned  for  my  ministry.    I  proposed  to  visit  every  house, 

and  every  family  that  it  contained ;  to  learn  the  number  of  its 
members,  how  many  children  were  attending  week-day  and  sabbath 
schools,  and  the  places  where  the  families  attended  divine  worship. 
With  this  plan,  I  had  an  object  to  carry  me  to  every  family,  with- 
out regard  to  the  external  or  internal  appearance  of  the  houses. .  • . 
I  commenced  my  visiting  in  the  poorest  quarters  of  my  field,  in 
order  to  learn  the  worst,  before  the  severity  of  winter  should  in- 
crease the  suffering  always  existing  in  such  places.    Whenever  I 
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found  any  person  who  needed  assistance,  I  rendered  it  so  far  as  my 
own  circumstances  would  admit,  and  sought  farther  aid  firom  the 
members  of  the  different  charitable  assodationB  of  the  eify,  when 
snch  aid  seemed  to  be  required,  after  a  thorough  investigation  of 
the  cases.  Whenever  I  have  found  children  out  of  the  public  or 
sabbath  schools,  I  have  endeavored  to  get  them  in,  and  ui^ged  upon 
their  parents  the  necessity  of  their  constant  attendance.  I  had  not 
pursued  this  course  of  visiting  long,  before  I  became  convinced  of 
the  necessity  of  having  a  centre  for  my  movements ;  where  I  might 
gather  in  those  whom  I  found  willing  to  come,  and  throw  around 
them  a  far  different  influence  fi-om  that  which  one  exerts  while 
visiting  them  in  their  homes.  This  want  being  promptly  met  by 
the  Executive  Committee,  I  commenced  chapel  services  on  the  17th 
of  December,  in  a  hall  on  the  upper  story  of  the  old  Hancock-school 
building,  on  Hanover-street  As  the  arrangement  was  left  entirely 
with  myself,  I  have  varied  somewhat  from  the  accustomed  course. 
I  have  only  a  sabbath-school  in  the  morning,  commencing  at  half- 
past  ten,  and  lasting  through  the  period  usually  given  to  the  morn- 
ing service.  In  the  aflemoon  and  evening,  we  follow  the  usual 
order  of  public  worship.  My  object  in  this  arrangement  was  to  make 
the  sabbath  a  day  of  rest,  as  well  as  of  instruction  and  spiritual 
profit.  It  removes  the  necessity  for  all  that  hurry  and  confusion 
so  frequently  attending  the  preparation  for  sabbath-school  and 
church,  among  those  who  have  no  help  but  that  which  their  own 
family  supplies;  a  difficulty  that  keeps  many  from  a  constant 
attendance  upon  those  religious  services.  Then,  again,  it  gives 
the  parents  an  opportunity  of  attending  the  sabbath-school  them- 
selves, and  of  joining  our  adult  Bible  dass,  which  Eev.  Dr.  Bigelow 
has  very  kindly  superintended,  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  devote 
ing  my  whole  time  to  the  younger  members  of  the  school.  I  hope 
that  this  arrangement  will  create  an  interest  in  the  minds  of  the 
parents,  and  lead  them  to  co-operate  with  ils  in  our  efforts  for  the  spi- 
ritual edification  of  their  children.  While  gathering  in  children  for 
the  sabbath-school,  I  have  found  myself  constantly  in  need  of  some 
articles  of  clothing  to  fit  them  to  leave  their  homes  with  comfort  I 
mentioned  this  fact  to  the  Bev.  A.  B.  Fuller,  who  kindly  gave 
notice  to  his  people,  from  whom  I  have  received  several  contribu- 
tions of  clothing,  for  which  I  embrace  the  present  opportunity  to 
return  thanks.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  some  ladies  connected 
with  Bev.  Dr.  Lowell's  Society,  who,  hearing  of  the  immediate 
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demands  upon  mjaelf,  kindly  offered  their  assistancey  visiting  the 
families  themselves,  and  supplying  their  wants. 

As  I  have  before  stated,  my  visiting  thus  far  has  been  ahnost 
exclusively  confined  to  those  portions  of  my  district  where  I  sup- 
posed the  greatest  amount  of  suffering  to  exist  This  kept  me 
among  the  foreign  population,  whence  I  had  but  little  hope  of 
gathering  in  those  whom  I  might  benefit  in  a  spiritual  sense.  Hence 
the  statistics  of  my  report  show  but  small  results  in  this  respect 

On  the  21st  of  January,  we  came  together  for  the  purpose  of 
organization^  when  twelve  members  joined  the  church.  Since  that 
time,  there  has  been  an  addition  of  one,  making  thirteen.  I  have 
some  fourteen  families  which  look  upon  the  chapel  as  their  spiritual 
home.  The  average  attendance  at  the  chapel,  from  the  beginning, 
has  been  about  forty,  vaiying  from  thirty-five  to  fifty.  The  sabbath- 
school  has  thirty-seven  pupils  on  its  books,  seven  teachers,  and  a 
librarian :  the  superintendence  I  take  myself.  The  evenings  of  the 
winter  would  have  been  differently  spent,  could  I  have  had,  on  week- 
days, the  Hall  in  which  we  worship  on  the  sabbath.  But,  owing 
to  its  previous  occupation  for  other  purposes,  I  have  been  obliged 
to  hold  neighborhood  meetings,  as  occasions  offered.  At  this  period, 
we  have  one  weekly,  somewhere  within  our  own  circle.  I  have 
made  786  visits  to  529  families.  These  fiunilies  contained  2,390 
members ;  1,860  of  whom  were  Catholic,  168  Episcopal,  185 
Methodist,  164  Baptist,  56  Presbyterian,  81  Unitarian,  79  Univer- 
salist,  22  Lutheran,  4  Adventist;  148  attendiog  no  church,  but 
claiming  to  be  Protestant  Among  them  were  957  children,  886 
of  whom  attend  sabbath-schools,  and  830  public  schools.  This  is 
an  outline  of  the  plan  upon  which  I  have  been  acting. 


ABBIBGHENT  OF  DB.  BIGSLOWS  BEPORT. 

Dr.  Bigelow,  after  some  comments  on  the  rapid  growth  of  pau- 
perism, and  the  measures  of  a  public  nature  adopted  for  its  sup- 
pression or  relief,  adverts  to  the  Soup  Houses  established  during 
the  winter,  the  expediency  of  which  he  questions;  remarks  next 
on  the  problematical  advantages  of  employment  for  the  poor  during 
the  suspension  of  their  usual  occupations,  under  the  patronage  of 
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the  city  anthorities ;  and  then  observes,  that  the  extensive  demand 
for  labor,  encouraged  by  the  construction  of  the  Cochituate  Water- 
works, some  years  ago,  drew  a  crowd  of  immigrants  to  this  dty, 
many  of  whom  have  remained,  and  become  paupers ;  and  that  large 
bodies  of  their  countrymen  have  annually  landed,  since  that  time, 
on  our  wharves.  The  number  which  arrived  during  the  last  year 
was  nearly  28,000.  He  suggests  that  it  would  be  wise  for  the 
public  to  aid  in  the  removal  of  our  pauper  population,  at  least  the 
able-bodied,  to  places  where  they  might  find  employment ;  and  that 
the  rest  should  be  collected  into  the  State  alms-houses  at  Tewks« 
bury  and  Bridgewater,  or  the  dty  establishment  at  Deer  Island. 
The  latter  however,  while  used  as  a  place  of  punishment,  he  thinks 
ill-suited  to  be  an  alms-house  for  the  honest  poor. 

The  spiritual  ends  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  Dr.  Bigelow  has 
aimed  to  keep  steadily  in  view,  but  has  engaged  less  than  before 
in  pulpit  services.  He  has  supplied  the  chapel  pulpits  during  seven 
Sundays ;  he  assisted  at  the  consecration  of  Bev.  Mr.  Scandlin's 
Mission  Hall,  and  has  since  taught  a  Bible-dass  of  adults  there. 
He  bears  emphatic  testimony  to  the  zeal  of  Mr.  Scandlin  in  the 
cause  in  which  he  has  engaged. 

Every  Sunday  noon.  Dr.  Bigelow  teadies  an  adult  dass  in  the 
vestry  of  Bulfinch-street  Churdi. 

A  series  of  weekly  Sunday-evening  lectures,  commenced  in  the 
winter  of  1854,  at  the  Industrial  Boom  in  Lynde  Street,  was  con- 
tinued until  the  2d  of  July  last.  From  that  time,  a  weekly  lecture 
was  held  elsewhere  to  the  end  of  the  summer. 

Once  in  two  months,  Dr.  Bigelow  preaches  the  evening  lecture 
at  the  Home  of  Aged  Indigent  Females. 

The  prindpal  part  of  his  labor  as  a  religious  teacher  is  performed 
a  t  his  visits  from  house  to  house,  and  at  religious  meetings  of  fiami- 
lies  and  neighborhoods. 

His  visits  to  the  poor  have  continued  as  usual,  and  have  proved 
more  than  ordinarily  trying,  particularly  during  the  visitation  of  the 
cholera,  from  June  to  October.  At  this  time,  he  explored  the  seats 
of  the  disease,  and  reported  dangerous  spots  to  the  proper  authorities. 
The  whole  amount  of  his  visits  has  considerably  exceeded  three 
thousand ;  he  has  distributed  twenty-seven  hundred  tracts,  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  more  than  one 
l^undred  other  volumes  of  a  useful  character. 

Dr.  Bigdow  has  superintended  the  Evening  School  for  AdnJt 
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in  the  vestry  of  Pitts-street  CbapeL    This  was  opened  November  6. 
It  has  been  taught  during  four  evenings  of  each  week. 

Thus  far,  451  pupils  have  attended,  viz.,  260  males  and  191 
females,  averaging  eighteen  years  of  age.  The  number  is  greater 
by  39  than  the  whole  attendance  of  the  last  year,  and  by  178  than 
that  of  the  year  preceding  the  last.  The  school  was  at  first  under 
the  exclusive  charge  of  Mr.  Joseph  O.  Brown,  a  teacher  in  the 
Quincy  School.  But^  ill-health  having  compelled  him  to  resign  his 
place  in  the  Female  Department,  it  was  taken  by  Mr.  Charles  E. 
Valentine,  the  Principal  of  the  Quincy  School.  Both  teachers 
have  labored  faithfully  and  successfully,  assisted  by  many  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  who  have  kindly  volunteered  their  aid.  The  whole 
number  of  these  has  been  nearly  ££ty.  There  are  at  present 
engaged  in  the  work,  eighteen  ladies  and  twenty  gentlemen.  The' 
school  will  be  continued  until  the  fourth  week  in  March.  Only 
sixty  of  the  pupils  have  been  native  Americans ;  three  hundred  and 
twenty-one  have  been  of  Irish  parentage ;  the  rest  have  been  natives 
of  Canada  and  the  other  British  American  Provinces,  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  of  Prussia  and  other  Grerman  States,  of  Spain 
and  Italy,  and  Sweden  and  Norway. 

At  th6  Central  Office,  in  School  Street,  Dr.  Bigelow  is  to  be 
found  every  day,  except  Sunday,  at  a  certain  hour.  Rev.  Messrs. 
Crufl  and  Scandlin  also  each  take  a  certain  hour  to  attend  there, 
that  some  one  may  be  found  at  short  intervals  during  the  forenoon, 
to  receive  calls  from  the  friends  of  the  Ministiy  and  from  the  poor. 

The  following  is  Dr.  Bigelow's  account  of  the  funds  in  the  hands 
of  the  ministers,  for  charitable  purposes,  and  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  Central  Office :  — 


1.  BaUnoe  on  hand  at  dato  of  last  Annual  Beport 


2.  Biyidendj  reoeiyed  (paid  otw  by  your  Treararer)  from  the  Lftnow  Fond       267.64 

3.  Amount  of  BonaUona  by  Tolnntaiy  oontribationfl  of  friends 

Total  eredited 


PtreotOrai — 
Amoant  of  Offioe-ezpenditnres  and  appropriations  since  Maroh  1, 1864 


BaJanoe  of  fonds  on  hand  to  new  aooonnt 

Beserring  from  said  balanoe,  for  offioe-rent  and  expenses,  to  the  dose  of 
the  oalendar  year  (Tis.  to  Jan.  1, 1866),  the  sum  of . 

IieaTOS  •        •        •        • 


$417.60 


1099.00 
1774.14 

1410.63 


363.61 

160.00 
$213.61 


To  this  should  be  added  9557.88  contributed  by  the  benevolent 
ladies  of  the  Tuckerman  Circle,  to  whom  a  separate  account  is 
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rendered ;  and  a  donation  of  one  hundred  dollars  from  the  Federal- 
street  Society,  a  grateful  proof  of  the  warm  interest  which  thej 
have  always  manifested  in  the  work  of  the  Ministry. 

The  Industrial  Boom,  conducted  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bigelow,  was 
established  in  1850.  Its  object  is  to  furnish  employment  to  needy 
workwomen,  at  fair  prices.  It  has  been  steadily  gaining  favor.  Du- 
ring this  year,  the  receipts  for  labor  alone  have  been,  $5000,  being 
a  third  more  than  in  the  year  previous.  All  the  earnings  are  paid 
to  the  workwomen.  Nothing  has  ever  been  deducted  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  managers.  This  Boom  affords  a  convenient  place  of 
reference  for  young  women  seeking  other  employment  than  needle- 
work. A  register  is  kept  of  applicants ;  and,  within  a  year,  more 
than  two  hundred  females,  some  of  them  found  peculiarly  exposed, 
have  been  supplied  with  good  situations.  Miss  Martha  Sheldon  is 
now  the  Superintendent.  At  the  Sewing  School  connected  with  the 
Boom,  a  hundred  children  have  been  taught  during  the  year.  The 
expense  of  the  school  has  been  defrayed  by  a  lady  whose  name  Dr. 
Bigelow  is  not  permitted  to  mention. 


FROM  MRS.  BIGELOWS  KEPORT. 

Another  year,  with  its  varied  experience,  has  passed,  and  again 
it  becomes  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  Committee  the  lessons  it  has 
taught.  The  poor,  who  compose  such  an  essential  element  in  our 
social  system,  would  again,  through  your  missionaries,  daim  your 
attention  and  sympathy. 

To  toil  and  plead  for  the  children  of  want  may  not  seem,  ai  first 
sight,  a  desirable  task;  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  they 
belong  to  the  same  great  &mily  as  ourselves,  sharing  with  us  kin- 
dred hopes  and  feelings ;  and  that  to  aid  the  suffering  and  support  ' 
the  weak  has  always  been  considered  among  the  noblest  labors  of 
Christian  philanthropy. 

The  rioify  poor,  however,  are  not  always  those  whom  the  world 
regards  as  such.  There  is  a  poverty  of  the  9<ndy  a  moral  destitu- 
tion, which  is  more  appalling  than  any  mere  physical  privations  can 
be.  We  should  hesitate  before  we  expend  all  our  pity  on  those 
who  dwell  in  mean  and  cheerless  abodes ;  for  they  can  often  teach 
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marvellous  lessons,  as  to  what  constitutes  true  rtchesj  to  their  more 
prosperous  neighbors. 

That  poverty  is  increasing  in  our  city  faster  than  the  advance 
of  population  would  warrant,  is  an  established  fact  This  state  of 
things  must  continue  so  long  as  thriftless  emigrants  can  impose  on 
the  creduli^  of  the  benevolent  Let  some  of  our  charitable  socie- 
ties be  converted  into  ^  Industrial  Schools,''  where  the  old-fashioned 
doctrines  of  firugalitj  and  industry  shall  be  taught,  and  where  honest 
labor  shall  be  encouraged  and  receive  suitable  recompense*.  Let 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  who  is  strong  enough  to  work,  be 
made  to  realize,  by  practical  experience,  that,  in  this  country,  the 
most  humiliating  fetters  that  can  be  worn  are  those  forged  by  daily 
dependence  on  the  charity  of  the  community. 

Many  of  us  can  remember  the  time  when  it  was  considered  more 
respectable  for  parents  to  place  their  children  in  families  to  perform 
domestic  duties,  than  it  was  for  them  to  subsist  on  the  proceeds  of 
beggary. 

Bat,  in  these  days,  a  dass  have  appeared  among  us  who  repu- 
diate such  wholesome  doctrines.  Now  our  streets  swarm  with  those 
who  would  rather  beg  than  work;  and,  in  too  many  cases,  the 
fruits  of  alms-seeking  are  greater  than  the  profits  of  honest  indus- 
try. 

These  persons  are  ignorant  of  even  the  alphabet  of  useful  know- 
ledge or  domestic  economy ;  and  their  children  can  never  be  in- 
structed, unless  they  are  driven  forth  by  stem  necessity  from  their 
wretched  homes,  and  compelled  to  learn  some  useful  occupation. 
Reform  is  here  loudly  demanded ;  and  I  would  unhesitatingly  affirm, 
that  the  sooner  the  system  of  alms-giving,  as  it  is  now  conducted,  is 
abolished,  the  better  would  it  be,  not  only  for  the  real  interest  of 
society,  but  also  for  the  best  ultimate  good  of  the  poor  themselves. 
I  so  frequently  meet  with  those  who  are  suffering  from  the  want  of 
that  aid  which  is  too  often  bestowed  as  a  premium  on  vagran^,  that 
I  cannot  refrain  from  urging  the  claims  of  such  as  truly  deserve  the 
helping  hand  of  Christian  charity.  Let  not  the  needle  of  patient 
industry  become  rusty,  because  there  is  no  encouragement  for  its 
daily  use,  while  mendicants  can  obtain,  by  specious  and  false  tales, 
those  sums  which  should  be  expended  on  another,  but  much  ne- 
glected, class  of  persons,  whose  wants  are  not  understood  by  the 
community.  The  proverb,  "  Be  justj  before  you  are  generous," 
applies  with  much  significancy  here.    We  should  be  just  to  honest 
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labor,  before  we  are  generous  to  squalid  poverty,  for  which  public 
asylums  are  already  and  most  liberally  proyided. 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  the  indigent  can  be  aided ;  and 
each  case, may  require  a  different  set  of  remedies,  the  nature  of 
which  must  be  regulated  according  to  the  capacity  of  various  indi- 
viduals. In  some  instances,  immediate  pecuniary  assistance  is 
required ;  in  others,  the  most  judicious  course  is  to  supply  suitable 
and  remunerative  employment  The  kind  of  work  to  be  given  dif- 
fers ifith  each  class  of  persons ;  some  being  fitted  to  perform  what 
are  called  the  menial  duties  of  life,  while  others  are  prepared,  by 
education  and  experience,  for  higher  occupations. 

It  is  impossible,  however,  for  much  permanent  good  to  be  effect- 
ed, without  adequate  appliances.  Missionaries  may  be  stationed  in 
every  street  in  the  city ;  but,  if  proper  means  are  not  furnished  for 
their  use,  satisfactory  results  c^not  be  expected.  Moral  diseases, 
like  physical  maladies,  cannot  be  cured  without  the  application  of 
proper  remedies.  A  visit  from  the  physician  would  afford  little 
relief  to  a  patient,  did  he  not  avail  himself  of  his  professional  skill, 
and  administer  the  requisite  medicines. 

Homes,  like  moral  light-houses,  should  be  established,  where 
young  and  thoughtless  females  can  meet  with  safe  and  friendly 
advisers ;  where  the  inexperienced  can  be  taught  such  branches  of 
industry  as  they  are  best  suited  for,  and  where  respectable  situa- 
tions can  be  obtained  for  them.  By  these  and  similar  agencies, 
they  could  be  ferried  over  the  shoals  and  rapid  currents  of  city 
temptations,  and  placed  on  stable  ground. 

There  are  many  noble  institutions  for  the  reformation  of  the 
vicious  in  our  midst.  But  it  is  after  the  stormy  stream  has  been 
passedy  that  separates  virtue  from  vice,  that  moral  teachers  come 
forward  to  reclaim  and  save.  Could  we  not,  with  far  less  labor  and 
expense,  prevent  the  growth  of  much  misery  and  crime,  by  com- 
mencing the  work  of  Christian  kindness  at  an  earlier  day  ?  When 
poverty  and  wickedness  really  exist,  then,  of  course,  it  becomes 
necessary  to  adopt  measures  for  their  relief  and  cure. 

Instead,  however,  of  visiting  cells  or  dreary  chambers,  to  admi- 
nister counsel  and  consolation  to  those  whose  earthly  career  of  sin 
and  suffering  has  nearly  closed,  would  it  not  be  better  for  the  mis- 
sionary to  meet  these  same  persons  when  they  first  come  among 
us,  fresh  from  their  country  homes,  and  then  conduct  them  to 
retreats  where  they  can  be  surrounded  by  good  influences  ?    The 
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hour  when  young  women  reach  the  depots  and  wharves  of  our  city 
is  the  time  when  their  danger  hegins.  Instead  of  being  greeted 
by  the  profligate  and  depraved,  as  is  too  frequently  the  case,  they 
should  be  welcomed  by  the  virtuous,  and  warned  against  the  snares 
that  abound.  Instead  of  being  directed  to  hotels  of  questionable 
respectability,  or  to  houses  whose  characters  are  worse,  they  should 
be  conducted  to  "  Homes,"  where  they  will  receive  proper  guid- 
ance, and  obtain  fitting  efnployment  The  various  workshops  of 
our  city  are  too  often  only  nurseries  of  evil,  and  a£ford  an  extensive 
field  for  missionary  labor.  Intelligence  offices,  where  the  friendless 
stranger  naturally  hastens  in  order  to  obtain  a  situation,  are  fre- 
quently only  directories  to  haunts  of  vice.  Make  it  as  difficult,  by 
moral  restraints  and  incentives,  for  a  young  woman  to  enter  the 
path  that  leads  to  the  "  House  of  Death  "  as  it  is  subsequently  for 
her  to  kceve  it,  and  much  will  be  gained  towards  the  cause  of  vir- 
tue. In  this  connection,  I  would  state,  that  efficient  measures  have 
been  adopted  to  investigate  the  causes  that  lead  to  the  large  amount 
of  female  crime  which  we  all  deplore.  The  results  will  be  laid 
before  your  Committee  at  an  early  day.  The  facts,  however, 
already  disclosed,  fully  sustain  the  truth  of  my  remarks  in  regard 
to  the  necessity  of  making  more  timely  provision  for  the  safety  of  a 
class  who  are  exposed  to  many  temptations. 

The  '^  Industrial  Room  "  has  been  of  great  assistance  in  enabling 
me  to  relieve  a  class  of  persons  whose  wants  are  not  sufficiently  ap- 
preciated. In  this  world  of  change,  who  can  predict  what  reverses 
of  fortune  may  occur,  or  whose  children  may  not  require,  in  after 
years,  the  aid  of  Christian  benevolence  ?  Could  I  draw  aside  the 
sacred  veil  of  privacy,  and  reveal  the  sad  histories  of  many  with 
whom  I  have  been  conversant,  the  conviction  would  be  deepened  in 
the  minds  of  all,  that  such  "  Rooms  "  are  of  the  highest  value,  and 
should  be  liberally  sustained  in  our  city. 

Nearly  five  hundred  persons,  through  my  agency,  have  been 
assisted,  in  various  ways,  during  the  past  year. 

My  earnest  aim  has  always  been  to  teach  those  whom  I  could 
influence,  to  apply  the  principles  of  the  gospel  to  the  details  of 
every-day  life ;  and  to  prove  by  deeds,  as  well  as  words,  that  they 
are  genuine  disciples  of  the  diviue  Teacher,  whose  precepts,  if 
practically  carried  out,  would  establish  a  trw  ^^  Fraternity"  among 
men,  independent  of  class  or  creed. 

3 
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FROM  MRS.  BARRY'S  REPORT. 

Mrs.  Barry,  after  some  prefatory  remarks  respecting 
the  illness  which  interrupted  her  missionary  efforts 
during  a  part  of  the  year,  proceeds  thus :  — 

....  The  suffering  of  the  poor  did  not  oommenoe  so  early  this 
winter  as  usual,  on  account  of  the  good  employment  and  good  wages 
during  the  summer ;  but  many  did  not  husband  their  resources,  so 
that,  about  the  time  when  I  resumed  my  visits,  I  found  the  great- 
est suffering  to  exist,  although  the  winter  did  not  enter  upon  us 
severely.  There  were  many  families  brought  to  experience  the 
cravings  of  hunger,  which  heretofore  have  been  above  want.  Many 
mechanics  were  thrown  out  of  employment ;  and,  their  families  being 
dependent  upon  their  weekly  earnings,  when  work  was  not  to  be 
found,  food  was  not  to  be  had.  Thus  a  new  chss  of  sufferers  this 
winter  have  thrown  themselves  upon  the  charity  of  our  City  Coun- 
cil and  our  benevolent  institutions.  Some  of  these  classes,  the  most 
deserving  of  all,  have  suffered  every  thing  but  death,  before  they 
have  made  known  their  extreme  destitution ;  and,  finally,  parents 
have  been  compelled  to  beg,  by  the  cries  of  their  children  for  bread. 

I  was  called,  about  Christmas,  to  visit  a  family  of  this  class,  con- 
sisting of  a  father,  mother,  and  four  children.  The  father,  upon 
whom  they  had  all  depended  for  support,  was  out  of  employment : 
they  had  nothing  coming  in  to  supply  their  daily  necessities.  The 
room  was  dark  and  cold,  the  fire  low ;  all  the  children  were  in  one 
bed,  sick  with  the  scarlet  fever ;  the  mother  had  been  up  nine  nights 
in  succession.  I  administered  to  their  immediate  wants,  and  then 
put  the  husband  in  the  way  to  help  himself,  believing  this  to  be  the 
most  efOicient  help  that  can  be  given  to  the  needy,  and  one  which 
keeps  them  from  losing  their  self-respect  Tou  are  acquainted 
undoubtedly  with  the  Model  Lodging  Houses  which  have  been 
erected  in  this  city;  yet  I  cannot  help  referring  to  the  one  in 
Osbom  Place,  which  I  have  visited.  I  am  deeply  convinced  that 
the  neatness  and  convenience  of  its  rooms  have  a  great  moral  effect 
upon  the  habits  of  the  inmat^*  There  is  a  dose  affinity  between 
dark,  damp  rooms  and  corrupt  viorals. 


MRS.  barrt's  report.  19 

Mj  hours  of  visitiDg  have  been  from  nine  to  one,  and  from  three 
till  evening ;  and  I  have  received  calls  at  my  house  from  one  till 
three. 

I  have  received  garments  from  the  following  sources:  South 
End  Relief  Society,  30 ;  Rev.  Mr.  Huntington's  Society,  12 ;  from 
private  sources,  158 :  total,  200. 

Poor**  Purse.  —  Balance  on  hand  Ist  of  March,  1854,  $20.67 ; 
received  from  Dr.  Bigelow  last  spring,  $20 ;  since  then,  from  Dr. 
Bigelow,  $40 :  total,  $80.67.  All  of  which  I  have  expended  in 
groceries,  stoves,  fuel,  cloth,  flannel,  shoes,  &c. 

I  have  found  employment  for  thirty  children ;  have  procured  to 
be  adopted  into  families,  seven ;  gathered  into  sabbath  schools, 
twenty-five.  I  regard  the  two  schools  that  I  attend  as  among  the 
most  cheering  and  promising  scenes  of  my  labors. 

In  my  visits,  I  try  never  to  forget  that  my  chief  work  is  the  spi- 
ritual regeneration  and  salvation  of  souls.    I  regard  the  temporal 
aid  as  only  a  means  to  reach  the  spirit ;  as  a  key  only  to  unlock 
the  door  of  the  heart,  and  then  pour  in  the  '^  light "  of  the  blessed 
/.  gospel  of  the  Son  of  God.    Especially  do  I  labor  to  comfort  and 

console  the  sick ;  they  have  more  time  to  listen  to  my  reading  and 
conversation,  and  are  consequently  more  willing  to  be  pointed  to 
Jesus,  the  world's  ''  great  Consoler."  If  we  can  only  persuade  men 
and  women  to  become  Christians,  cause  them  to  feel  that  they  have 
Christ  as  their  Saviour,  and  God  as  their  Father,  then  they  will 
feel  like  living  worthy  of  being  heirs  of  immortality.  How  true 
are  the  Saviour's  words,  <'  Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness,  and  all  other  things  shall  be  added  unto  you  " ! 

True,  I  am  not  always  successful  in  my  efforts  to  save  those  who 
come  under  my  care.    But,  when  I  fail  in  one  case,  I  sometimes  suc- 
ceed in  another  beyond  my  most  sanguine  expectations.    The  young 
woman  whom  I  alluded  to  in  my  last  Report,  who  was  enticed 
^  from  our  city,  has  now  found  a  home  with  her  child  in  a  wealthy 

family ;  and  both  are  cared  for,  and  quite  happy. ...  A  number  of 
inexperienced  girls  I  have  taken  to  my  own  hou^ 'until  I  have 
found  homes  for  them  in  good  families.  Sometimes  t  am  depressed, 
^and  again  I  am  elated ;  still,  however,  determined  to  labor  on. .  • . 

My  highest  motive  has  been  to  save  the  exposed  and  the  erring|| 
and  lead  them,  if  possible,  to  the  Saviour.    Feeble  and  fruitless  as  ' 
aome  of  my  efforts  have  been,  still  I  am  cheered  with  the  promise, 
that  ^  the  good  seed  sown  wiU  surely  spring  up ; "  and  with  the 
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hope  that  it  may  be  said  by  the  Master,  '^  she  has  done  what  she 
could." 


TREASURER'S  STATEMENT. 

Never  before  has  it  been  the  privilege  of  your  Treasurer  to 
report  a  large  balance  in  his  hands  at  the  close  of  the  financial  year. 
An  increase  of  interest  has  been  manifested  in  the  several  branches, 
while  some  have  more  than  doubled  the  amount  of  their  former  con- 
tributions. This  may  be  mainly  attributed  to  the  fact,  as  your 
Treasurer  believes,  that  a  more  general  acquaintance  with  the  prac- 
tical workings  of  the  Ministry  has  grown  up  among  the  dele- 
gates. 

Several  important  donations  have  also  been  made  to  the  treasury 
during  the  .year,  giving  evidence  that  this  noble  institution  has  now 
a  more  extended  regard  in  the  community.  Under  the  will  of  the 
late  Dr.  George  C.  Shattuck,  a  share  in  the  Cocheco  Manufactur- 
ing Company  has  been  transferred  to  the  Fraternity  by  his  execu- 
tors, and  a  dividend  received  thereon  in  July  last  Due  acknow- 
ledgment should  also  be  made  of  five  hundred  dollars  from  an 
unknown  hand,  thus  testifying  to  the  power  of  our  last  Anniversary 
Discourse. 

All  this  is  encouraging;  but,  unless  the  same  interest  is  con- 
tinued through  the  ensuing  year,  the  usefulness  of  the  Ministry 
must  be  materially  lessened. 

The  appointment  of  another  gentleman  as  missionary,  for  which 
duty  he  appears  to  be  eminently  qualified,  and  the  establishment  of 
a  new  mission-hall  in  a  section  of  the  city  where  it  was  much 
needed,  together  with  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee that  the  number  of  female  missionaries  may  be  increased 
whenever  the  proper  persons  can  be  selected,  render  it  imperative  ^ 

that  as  liberal  contributions  continue  to  flow  into  the  treasury,  as 
the  accompanying  sjmopsis  of  the  Treasurer's  account  presents  to 
your  notice. 

It  remains  with  the  several  Branches  to  determine  whether  the 
Executive  Committee  shall  be  encouraged  to  new  efforts,  whereby 
the  blessings  of  this  Ministry  may  be  extended,  or  yield  to  a  stern 
necessity,  and  abandon  proposed«ifneasures,  from  a  want  of  funds 
adequate  to  their  successful  prosecution. 


r 


TWENTY-FIRST   ANNUAL   REPORT.  21 

« 

The  reports  of  our  missionaries  wiU  satisfy  the 
supporters  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  that  it  is  doing 
much  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the  comfort  of  the 
afflicted,  the  protection  of  the  exposed,  and  the  refor- 
mation of  the  smful.  If  our  city  needed  it  twenty 
years  ago,  it  needs  it  much  more  now.  The  liberality 
of  our  churches,  which  has  enabled  us  to  extend  its 
operations,  will  make  its .  usefulness  better  known  ; 
and  the  better  it  is  known,  the  more  it  will  be  valued. 
A  synopsis  of  the  Treasurer's  Report  will  be  found 
appended. 

• 

For  the  Executive  Committee, 

EDWARD  WIGGLESWORTH, 

Secretary, 

Boston,  March  3,  1855. 
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BENEVOLENT   FRATERNITY  OF  CHURCHES 


For  1854. 


• 


(tDfficers. 


BXV.  DR.  BABRETT FrtsideiO, 

KDWARD  WIGGLE8W0RTH Secretary. 

J08BPH  H.  ALLEN TVeaeurer. 

PBINOB  HAWI8     >  CMemiere  ef  the  Esec^ 

6B0B6S  MBBBILL> €       Ci«< X?«MKattM. 


VitltqaUB. 

FIRST  CHUBOH  BRANCH. 

Bit.  Bmm  Bllis PrMldeiii. 

Sdwabd  B.  Hijx Seeretazy. 

B.  y.  Wbj> TruMuttr. 

Hmr  W.  ToiBB^  and  Hniuim  J.  Wabrik DvlegatM. 

8EG0ND  CHURCH  BBANCH. 

Bit.  CsAHSLDi  Bobbhtb PfMidaiii. 

OiOBOX  W.  Wabum  Beontuy. 

N.  looour,  Jon TreaMOvar. 

H.  B.  Bmus  and  NAiBAir  Clakk '  DelogatM. 

FBDERAL4TBEXT  BBANCH. 

Bcr.  Db.  OAHmrr Pretident. 

SVWABD  WHMUSWOBfa  SecTBtuy. 

Samuil  B.  CNtild TTCMiirar. 

Fuvci  Hawv  and  Jaub  Hatwabd Belegatea. 

BBATTLE-8TRBBT  BRANCH. 

BsT.  8.  K.  LomoP PrMident. 

J.  Oiu  WtuuMS Seeretaiy. 

Qbomi  M.  Tbaohbl Traaionr. 

Asn  O.  f  ABWiu  and  Abbam  Ibbmoh Dalagataa. 
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SOUTH  GONORKGATIONAL  BRANCH. 

GiOBQK  MsBBiu. President. 

Joseph  H.  Allin Secretary. 

Gkoegk  L.  Dkblois Treasurer. 

H.  Williams,  Jun.  and  Ed.  R.  Mato Delegates. 

THIRTEENTH  CONGREGATIONAL  BRANCH. 

RxT.  J.  I.  T.  CooLiDOK President. 

Gkokgi  Fowls Secretary. 

G.  H.  Aldkich Treasorer. 

J.  F.  Tbull  and  J.  B.  Sabgbnt Delegates. 

BULFINCH-8TREET  BRANCH.      ' 

Ret.  Wm.  fi.  Alqeb President. 

Sajcuel  Condon Seeretazy. 

G.  S.  Russell Treasurer. 

James  B.  Nason  and  CALynr  G.  Page Delegates. 

CHURCH-GREEN  BRANCH. 

WnuAM  WoRTBiHOTOH President. 

James  G.  Pipea Secretary. 

WiLUAM  F.  WoKTHnioTOV Treasurer. 

B.  A.  Gould  and  James  W.  Sbteb Delegates. 

TWELFTH  CONGREGATIONAL  BRANCH. 

Rev.  Dr.  Babbktt  President. 

Abeaham  G.  Wtmah Secretary. 

Theodore  H.  Bell Treesurer. 

Ons  NoROtoss  and  Bodwkll  Sargent Delegates. 

H0LLIS-8TREET  BRANCH. 

Ret.  Thomas  S.  Kino Preddent. 

WmjAM  H.  Brown Secretary. 

0.  G.  Chapman Treasurer. 

Daniel  N.  Haskell  and  B.  H.  Greene Delegates. 


NOTE. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Fraternity  is  on  the  first  Sunday  of  Bfaroh.  Tlie  contributions 
of  the  Branches  should  be  psid  before  the  first  day  of  March,  when  the  financial  year  begins. 

The  meeting  for  organisation  is  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  March. 

The  other  regular  meetings  are  on  the  first  Sunday  of  June,  the  second  Sunday  of  October, 
and  the  second  Sunday  of  December. 

Tlie  delegates  are  diWded  into  monthly  Committees.  Each  Committee,  during  its  month, 
Tisits  the  chapels  and  Sunday-schools  in  Pitts  Street  and  Shawmut  ATenue.  They  can,  if  they 
see  fit,  also  attend  the  week-day  serrlces  of  the  ministers. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  delegates  should  inform  the  Branches  of  the  working  of  the 
Ministry  at  Large. 
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The  Executive  Committee  of  the' Benevolent  Fra- 
ternity OF  Churches  respectfully  report,  that  the 
work  of  the  Ministry  at  Large  has  been  successfully 
carried  on  in  this  city,  during  the  past  year,  by  Rev. 
Dr.  BiGELOw,  visiting  from  house  to  house ;  Rev.  Mr. 
Cruft,  ministering  at  Suffolk  Chapel,  in  Shawmut 
Avenue ;  Rev.  Mr.  Winkley,  at  the  Chapel  in  Pitts 
Street ;  Rev.  Mr.  Scandlin^  at  a  Mission-room  in  the 
old  Hancock  Schoolhouse,  Hanover  Street;  —  by  Mrs. 
BiGELow,  among  the  poor  and  exposed,  particularly 
in  the  western  part  of  the  city ;  Mrs.  Barry,  in  the 
southern  part;  and  Miss  F.  S.  Merrill,  who  has 
acted,  since  April  last,  as  an  assistant  to  Rev.  Mr. 
Winkley.  Their  faithful  and  devoted  labors  are 
described  in  the  reports  herewith  presented. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  acknowledges  the  receipt 
of  a  thousand  dollars,  the  bequest  of  a  benevolent 
lady,  —  the  late  Miss  Lamb ;  also  a  donation  of  a 
hundred  dollars  from  Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence,  and  one 
of  the  same  amount  received  through  the  hands  of 
Dr.  Lothropi 
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On  the  4th  of  November  last,  a  meeting  of  the 
friends  of  the  Ministry  at  Large  was  held  in  the 
South  Congregational  Chiiroh:  Deacon  Greele  pre- 
sided. The  claims  of  the  Ministry  at  Large  to  favor 
and  support  were  eloquently  set  forth  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Rev.  Messrs.  Bartol,  King,  and  Scandlin,  and  by 
Alexander  S.  Wheeler,  Esq. 

We  shall  now  give  extracts  from  the  reports  of  the 
Missionaries. 


FROM   DR.   BIGELOW'S   REPORT. 


> 


...  I  have  made  thirty-three  hundred  visits  during  the  year, 
for  offices  of  religious  instruction  or  relief  to  the  suffering.  I 
have  likewise  preached  to  unions  of  fa^milies  and  neighbor- 
hoods. The  weekly  lectures  held  for  two  years  previously,  in 
the  Industrial  Boom,  I  have  been  obliged  to  discontinue,  aa 
the  place  could  not  be  spared  for  that  purpose.  The  health  of 
Mrs.  Bigelow  requiring  a  relinquishment  at  least  of  this  part 
of  her  charge,  I  propose  to  use  the  room  in  future  for  lec- 
tures, temperance  meetings,  and  others ;  and,  in  general,  for 
such  objects  as  fall  within  the  sphere  of  our  ministry.  .  .  . 
A  weekly  sewing  school  has  been  taught  at  intervals  in  the 
Industrial  Room  through  the  year.  > 

The  Industrial  establishment  itself  has  continued  to  pros- 
per. More  hands  have  been  employed,  more  wages  paid,  and 
more  good  accomplished,  than  at  any  former  period.  Many 
worthy  families  have  been  supported  chiefly,  and  some  of 
them  wholly,  from  this  source.  The  purpose  has  been  to 
secure  a  fair  remuneration  to  honest  labor.  All  the  money 
received   for  orders  executed   has   been  paid  over  to  the 
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women  employed.  The  expenses  of  the  establishment  have 
been  borne  by  myself  j  the  care  of  it  has  come  mainly  on 
Mrs.  Bigelow,  but  proves  too  heavy  a  burden  for  her  pre- 
sent impaired  health.*  .  .  . 

My  Sunday  mornings  *are  given  to  the  school  at  the  Korth 
Chapel  (Bev.  Mr.  Scandlin's),  where  I  have  continued  to 
instruct  a  Bible  class  of  adults  of  both  sexes.  My  Sunday 
noons  are  devoted  to  another  class^  at  the  Bulfinch-street 
Vestry^  which  I  have  taught  uninterruptedly  for  the  last 
three  years. 

During  five  months  of  the  year^  I  have  officiated,  with 
much  satisfaction,  as  weekly  preacher  at  the  Home  of  Aged 
Indigent  Females,  following  the  lecture  with  visits  for  prayer 
and  consolation  in  the  chambers  of  the  sick  and  infirm.  I 
have  distributed  one  hundred  and  twenty  Bibles  and  Testa* 
ments,  about  three  hundred  other  useful  books,  and  over 
three  thousand  tracts.  •  .  . 

And  here  let  me  commend  to  your  notice  the  Printers' 
Literary  Association,  and  request  the  contributions  of  bene- 
volent individuals  to  their  library.  This  institution  was 
established  for  the  benefit  of  a  meritorious,  overwrought 
class  of  mechanics,  —  practical  printers,  —  particularly  the 
journeymen  and  compositors  connected  with  the  daily  news- 
papers. A  reading-room,  in  a  central  situation,  has  been 
opened  for  their  convenience;  its  rent  and  expenses  being 
guaranteed,  for  a  twelvemonth,  by  the  subscriptions  of  a  few 
generous  individuals.  A  register  is  kept  of  the  names  and 
qualifications  of  those  destitute  of  employment,  and  facilities 
offered  to  masters  and  men  for  making  contracts.  To  the 
working-hands  of  the  daily  press,  Saturday  is  the  only  period 


*  Miss  G.  M.  Biflbee  has  faithfally  ducharged  the  duties  of  Superintendent,  since 
the  retirement  of  Miss  Sheldon  last  summer  from  the  office,  in  consequence  of  illness. 
Hiss  Bisbee  is  likewise  charged  with  the  registry  of  applicants  for  places,  —  a  yearly 
increasing  list,  —  most  of  whom,  including  not  a  few  young  women  peculiarly  ex- 
posed,  haTC  been  proTided  gratuitously  with  eligible  situations  in  safe  and  jndioloud 
homes. 
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of  partial  leisure,  and  Saturday  eve  their  ouly  season  of 
absolute  rest.  Sunday  is  usually  the  time  of  their  severest 
task-work.  .  .  .  The  evils  of  this  state  of  things  have  fright- 
fully grown  within  a  few  years  past.  .  .  . 

* 
Every  project  for  the  comfort  and  elevation  of  this  class 

should  be  encouraged.  Such  a  project  is  the  Printers'  Asso- 
ciation. .  .  .  An  eloquent  address  was  delivered,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  room,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Huntington,  followed  on 
subsequent  evenings  by  discourses  of  marked  ability  and 
interest  from  Hon.  George  S.  Hillard,  Prof.  William  B. 
Bogers,  and  Rev.  T.  Starr  King.  These  gentlemen  have 
the  satis^tion  of  knowing  that  their  benevolent  labors  were 
gratefully  appreciated. 

The  thanks  of  all  concerned  are  due  to  Messrs.  Crosby 
and  Nichols,  and  to  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  for 
valuable  donations  of  books  to  the  library  of  the  Institution. 
...  I  may  be  permitted  to  add,  that  this  movement  is  due 
to  Mrs.  Bigelow.  Her  attention  was  drawn  to  it  from  her 
sympathy  having  been  excited  for  a  young  man  employed  in 
one  of  our  newspaper  offices.  The  inquiry  which  followed 
showed  the  privations  and  exposures  of  himself  and  his  asso- 
ciates, and  led  her  to  devisie  the  plan  of  the  Institution  which 
has  been  describedt  Friends,  to  whom  the  proposals  were 
submitted,  generously  offered  their  aid ;  and  the  experiment 
was  auspiciously  commenced.  .  i  . 

I  pass  to  speak  of  the  Pitts-street  Evenilig  School :  Its 
success  has  been  most  gratifying^  fax  surpassing  expectation. 
Our  numbers,  in  this  sixteenth  week  of  the  session,  have 
reached  640.  Last  year,  at  the  end  of  a  twenty-weeks'  session 
(the  iisual  term  of  the  school),  they  were  451.  Two  years 
before,  they  were  273 ;  showing  a  gain  of  367  scholars  in 
three  years*  The  average  nightly  attendance  has  increased ; 
more  improvement  been  visible ;  and,  though  a  deficiency  of 
teachers  has  at  times  been  experienced,  in  general  the  thirty- 
six  classes  in  the  two  departments  have  been  provided  with 
competent  instructors.     Upwards  of  sixty  ladies  and  gen- 


^ 


DR.    BIGELOW*S   REPORT.  7 

tlemen  have  aided  in  this  benevolent  work  in  the  coarse  of 
the  season.' 

The  school,  as  is  well  known^  is  taught  four  nights 
weekly.  It  is  divided  into  two  departments,  which  are  in- 
structed alternately.  There  are  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
girls  in  the  female  division,  and  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  young  men  and  boys  in  the  division  for  males.  Since 
the  opening  of  the  school  in  the  first  week  of  November,  I 
have  been  absent  at  no  one  session  from  the  latter ;  and  but 
thrice  from  the  former,  when  necessarily  occupied  by  meet- 
ings elsewhere.  In  consequence  of  the  removal  of  Mr. 
James  O.  Brown  from  the  city  (an  experienced  and  excel- 
lent master  of  the  school  for  the  two  previous  years),  Mr. 
William  G.  Weld,  a  former  faithful  and  devoted  teacher  in 
the  school,  kindly  consented  to  take  the  office  of  Superin- 
tendent in  the  young  men's  division ;  and  h^  has  performed 
the  task  admirably.  Miss  Lucy  M.  Beck  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  female  department,  and  bus  discharged  its  duties 
altogether  satis&ctorily,* 

The  monotony  incident  to  a  round  of  mere  elementary 
studies  has  been  relieved  by  popular  and  instructive  lectures 
upon  subjects  in  Natural  Science,  accon^panied  with  illus- 
trative experiments,  delivered  by  Mr.  Charles  W.  Eliot,  an 
officer  of  the  University,  formerly  cQnnect^4  ^  ^  teacher 
with  our  school.  The  apparatus  for  the  purpose  was  obli- 
gingly lent  by  Prof.  J.  P.  Cooke,  of  the  Medical  College. 
The  lectures  have  been  exceedingly  gratifying  and  use- 
ful .  .  . 

Besides  the  pupils  bom  in  the  United  States,  the  school 
comprises  natives  of  the  English  Provinces,  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  Prussia  and  the  central  German  States,  Swe- 
den, and  others,  divided  thus :  — 


*  Mr.  Offleer  Heoitis,  who  aUended  in  the  male  d«pwtm«nfc  to  aid  in  preferring 
order,  flnding  that  hli  official  interrention  was  not  required,  hat  taken  eharge  of  a 
eiaa,  and  been  one  of  our  beet  aviitante. 
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AmerioftDfl 134 

NaiiTefl  of  the  British  Piwinoei 31 

English 18 

Sootoh 7 

Welsh 4 

Irish,  by  birth  or  descent  (rnanj  of  them  Boston  bom)               .        .  406 

Swedes 17 

Dane 1  ^ 

Pole •        ....  1 

Oermans 16 

luaian 1 

Afrioens .8 

East  Indian 1 

Total llo 

A  school  of  such  character,  accomplishing  all,  and  more 
than  allj  the  benevolent  designs  of  its  projectors,  presents 
strong  claims  to  public  aid.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
same  liberality  which  it  has  experienced  from  the  city  in 
former  years,  will  be  extended  to  it.  at  the  close  of  the  pre- 
sent season.*  ...  I  have  attended  daily,  with  few  excep-  ^^ 
tions,  at  the  Central  Office  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  haying 
the  principal  management  of  its  concerns,  and  the  general 
business  and  correspondence  of  the  Mission  to  conduct.  .  .  . 

The  annual  abstract  of  our  Office  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures is  submitted  as  follows  :  — 

Balanoe  on  hand  at  date  of  last  Yearly  Report $363.51 

DIfidend  reeeired  (paid  oyer  by  your  Treasurer)  finom  the  Lienow  Fond  134.20 

Amount  of  donations  by  volontaiy  oontribations  of  fUends     •  1525.60 

Total  credit  and  reedptt    .  2013.31 

Amount  of  Office  ezpendiiorei  and  afipropriatiotts  since  Hatch  1, 1866    .        1S01.60 

Dedooted,  leares  balance  of  ftmds  on  hand  to  new  aeoonnt  211.61 

Bcserring  from  said  balance,  for  office  rent  and  cxpensci  to  the  dose  of  > 

the  calendar  year  (Deo.  31, 1855) 160.00 

Leayes $61.61 

The  amount  of  available  flmds  at  disposal  ($61.61)  for  charitable  uses. 

From  our  generous  friends,  the  ladies  of  the  Tuckerman 
Circle,  we  have  received  $667.62^  which  is  $109.74  more 

*  The  expenses  of  the  sdiool  fbr  the  seccon  wIU  exceed  somewhat,  as  heretofore, 
the  sum  of  $400. 
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than  their  last  year's  contribution.  We  are  also  indebted  to 
the  President  of  the  Association  for  a  special  order  of  $25, 
on  the  Needlewoman's  Friend  Society^  deliverable  in  goods 
at  their  sales-room.  Our  thanks  are  Ukewise  due  to  the 
ladies  of  the  Bulfinch-street  Churchy  and  First  Church, 
Chauncy  Place,  Sewing  Circles,  for  contributions  of  clothing  ; 
and  to  many  unknown  benefactors  who  have  made  us  the 
almoners  of  their  bounty. 


FROM   MR.   CRUFTS   REPORT. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  the  Board  the  Tenth 
Annual  Beport  of  my  ministry.  There  has  been  no  one 
year  when  so  much  has  presented  itself  to  be  done,  although 
some  have  thought,  from  the  increase  of  handsome  houses 
on  commodious  streets,  around  attractire  squares  and  parks, 
that  there  was  no  longer  need  for  a  Ministry  at  Large  in  this 
section.  But,  after  no  little  experience  and  observation,  I 
should  say  that  the  number  of  legitimate  subjects  of  such  a 
ministry,  between  Dover  Street  and  the  Boxbury  Line,  is  fast 
increasing :  at  least,  I  have  been  able  to  find  more  of  such, 
and  to  rest  with  greater  satis&ction  upon  the  results  of  my 
labors  among  them  during  the  past  year,  than  in  any  pre- 
ceding one.  I  think  that  the  various  visitors  among  the  poor, 
and  my  colleague  Mrs.  Barry  in  particular,  will  bear  me 
out  in  the  remark.  If  the  chapel  is  to  pass  out  of  its  pre- 
sent hands,  I  would  put  in  my  most  earnest  plea,  that  the 
work  of  the  Ministry  at  Large  in  the  present  scene  of  its 
operations,  and  just  as  it  is  beginning  to  show  something  for 
itself,  be  not  abandoned  by  its  friends.  The  showy  edifices 
on  our  spacious  streets  and  squares  cover  much  wretchedness 
and  want  in  narrow  courts  and  dark  lanes.  And  the  char- 
acter of  the  houses  does  not  always  indicate  the  circum- 
stances of  the  occupants.     Often  one  dwelling  contains  two 
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and  three  fiunilies  of  our  virtuous,  respectable  native  poor, 
pressed  in  there  by  a  heavy  rent,  — one  of  their  great  and 
increasing  hardships.  .  .  . 

The  record  of  the  last  year's  ministry  may  be  briefly  told. 
Over  two  thousand  visits  have  been  made  among  its  various 
subjects,  besides  the  usual  large  number  that  have  been 
received  and  attended  to  at  the  house  and  office.  New 
explorations  have  brought  to  light  many  new  cases  of  desti- 
tution and  moral  exposure.  The  past  season  has  been  one 
of  great  severity  among  the  poor.  In  addition  to  the  cold, 
high  prices  of  living,  and  want  of  employment,  there  has 
been  much  sickness,  especially  of  varioloid,  which  has  as- 
sumed almost  the  form  of  an  epidemic  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  brought  much  suffering  in  its  train.  A  few  days  ago,  I 
was  called  upon  to  visit  an  American  funily,  seven  members 
of  which,  and  these  mostly  children,  had  been  taken  down 
with  the  small-pox ;  two  had  died  of  it  in  the  most  loath- 
some form.  The  father  was  kept  away  from  work,  for  some 
weeks,  to  act  as  nurse,  as  one  after  another  member  was 
taken  down.  The  family  was  found  in  great  straits,  having 
never  known  what  it  was  before  to  be  dependent  on  charity. 
Through  the  help  of  friends,  they  were  quickly  relieved,  and 
made  as  comfortable  as  their  case  would  admit.  And  this  is 
but  one  out  of  many  cases  where  protracted  sickness  brings 
many  of  the  worthiest  families  among  the  poor  to  a  state  of 
temporary  dependence,  more  especially  in  the  trying  season 
of  winter.  The  kindness  of  those  who  have  furnished  me 
with  means  to  meet  such  cases,  and  almost  innumerable 
other  ones,  I  gpratefnlly  acknowledge.  They  have  brought 
timely  relief  in  many  quarters,  where  the  Minister  at  Large 
is  alone  privy  to  the  want,  being  regarded  as  a  confidential 
friend,  and  where  otherwise  there  would  be  much  suffering 
untold  to  the  world. 

But  the  charity  that  most  blesses  the  poor  is  that  of  em- 
ployment. The  Provident  Association,  and  other  charitable 
organizations,  do  well  in  alms-giving;  but  they  would  do 


MB.   CRUFt's   SBPOBT.  11 

vastly  more  good^  if  they  could  provide  their  pensioners  with 
work. 

The  well-known  Industrial  Booms  in  Lynde  Street  have 
provided  employment^  equitably  and  generously  paid  too, 
for  many  of  our  female  poor.  If  such  institutions  could  be 
scattered  over  our  city^  they  would  accomplish  a  large 
amount  of  good.  It  would  be  seriously  to  be  regretted  if 
the  Board  should  permit  this  useful  institution  to  be  aban- 
doned. It  saves  to  the  community  a  great  deal  more  than  it 
costs  to  carry  it  on.  The  Ministers  at  Large  feel  much  upon 
this  point  of  the  employment  of  the  poor.  Their  office  is 
not  that  of  almoners :  they  desire  never  to  be  recognized  in 
this  capacity  alone.  It  is  fax  more  satisfactory  to  prevent 
than  to  relieve  pauperism.  Whoever  aids  them  in  finding 
work  for  the  poor  promotes  the  success  of  their  mission. 

There  has  been^  I  am  happy  to  statO;^  more  than  usual 
interest  manifested  in  the  Neighborhood  meetings.  With 
the  help  of  Mrs.  Barry^  a  most  useful  auxiliary  in  this  field 
of  labor^  I  have  held  these  meetings  in  different  localities^ 
more  especially  in  the  homes  of  those  who  seldom  or  never 
attend  church ;  and  such  has  been  the  interest  awakened  by 
them^  that  as  many  as  two  have  been  held  every  week,  with 
a  demand  for  more.  The  humble  apartments  have  been 
invariably  crowded  by  serious  listeners  of  various  denomi^ 
nations.  Mothers,  rather  than  forego  the  privilege,  have 
come,  bringing  their  infants  with  them.  The  influence  of 
such  meetings  is  shown  in  the  better  order  of  households 
and  neighborhoods,  and  the  deeper  interest  awakened  in  the 
subject  of  personal  religion^ 

The  attendance  upon  the  chapel  ministrations  is  larger 
than  in  any  previous  year.  The  monthly  contributions,  and 
quarterly  and  annual  subscriptions,  are  increasing.  Every 
month,  on  the  first  sabbath  afternoon,  as  from  the  begin- 
ning, there  is  a  collection  taken  up.  There  is  also  a  sub- 
scription-paper for  each  worshipper  to  put  down  what  sum 
he  may  please  towards  the  support  of  public  worship ;  and  I 
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have  seen  names  upon  it  for  sums  as  large  as  twenty-fire 
dollars.  The  amount  of  money  raised  in  the  chapel  during 
the  past  year^  for  various  purposes^  has  been  a  little  less 
than  three  hundred  dollars ;  which  helps  to  pay  the  incidental 
expenses,  as,  for  example,  for  the  music,  the  Sunday-school 
library,  &c.  ...  If  all  who  consider  themselres  as  belong- 
ing to  the  chapel  could  be  present  at  once,  the  seats  would 
be  entirely  filled ;  and,  if  all  who  are  connected  with  no 
place  of  worship  in  this  southerly  section  could  be  brought 
together,  we  'should  want  another  such  chapel  to  contain 
them. 

The  Sunday  School  has  not  for  years  presented  so  cheer- 
ing an  appearance  in  character  and  numbers  as  now.  There 
are  more  than  two  hundred  members  connected  with  it ;  and 
there  are  more  from  the  class  which  this  mission  is  designed 
to  benefit  than  for  a  long  time  past.  The  in&nt  depart- 
ment, through  the  exertions  of  its  Superintendent,  even  in 
this  unfavorable  season,  has  an  attendance  of  nearly  fifty. 
The  Sixteenth  Anniversary  of  the  school  was  celebrated  as 
usual,  on  the  sixth  of  the  present  month,  by  a  gathering  of 
the  parents,  teachers,  and  children,  in  the  vestry.  Interest- 
ing addresses  were  mad6  by  friends  from  abroad.  There 
was  a  similar  pleasant  meeting  on  Christmas  Eve.  The 
vestry  was  tastefully  dressed  by  the  teachers.  The  ''tree" 
was  heavily  laden  with  gifts ;  and  few  merrier,  happier  spirits 
among  the  young  or  old  were  to  be  found  on  that  eve,  than 
were  assembled  within  our  humble  walls. 

The  Sevnng  School  has  been  carried  on,  with  as  good  re- 
sults as  before,  on  Wednesday  afternoons.  The  Union  Sew- 
ing Circle,  in  the  vestry,  on  Friday  afternoons,  has  continued 
to  furnish  garments  for  the  poor  of  this  mission  and  neigh- 
borhood. 

The  various  meetings  of  an  educational  and  religious 
character  have  been  kept  up.  On  Sunday  evenings,  there 
have  been  the  usual  conference  and  prayer  meetings,  attended 
by  Christians  of  the  different  denominations.     On  fVednea- 
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day  evenings,  once  in  a  fortnight^  Teachers*  meetings  have 
been  held;  and  on  Friday  evenings,  monthly^  a  meeting 
preparatoiy  to  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  when 
all  have  been  invited  to  attend  who  are  interested  in  religion 
and  in  making  profession  of  the  same. 

This  Report  will  close  with  a  brief  allusion  to  the  Adtdt 
Eoening  School.  This  school  was  opened  Noyember  16, 
1855,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  James  A.  Page,  of 
the  Dwight  School.  The  pastor  has  usually  been  present 
during  part  of  each  session.  The  whole  number  of  names 
entered  has  been  134:  males,  76;  females,  58.  This  has 
been  an  increase  over  last  year  of  25,  and  chiefly  in  the 
female  department.  The  various  nations  have  been  repre- 
sented, as  before ;  the  Irish  (who  have  largely  predominated), 
American,  Dutch,  German,  French,  Scotch.  The  oldest 
pupil  in  attendance  has  been  52  years;  the  youngest  (by 
privilege),  12  years ;  the  average  attendance,  about  70.  The 
great  obstacle  to  the  school's  success  has  been,  as  usual,  the 
imperfect  attendance  of  teachers,  especially  the  male  teachers. 
For  various  reasons,  they  fall  away  when  the  school  is  in 
successful  promise,  one  after  another,  till  we  find  ourselves 
obliged  to  close  the  session  this  season  earlier  than  before, 
and  earlier  than  the  other  adult  schools  of  the  city,  and 
sometimes  really  question  the  expediency  of  re-opening  the 
school  another  season.  The  female  department  has  been 
supplied  by  more  prompt  and  £Edthful  teachers,  who,  having 
once  enlisted,  have  been  willing  and  glad  to  endure  unto 
the  end. 


•  •  • 


FROM   MR.  WINKLEY'S   REPORT. 

Mr.  Winkley  begins  his  report  with  reflections  on 
the  value  of  a  Christian  faith,  and  the  worth  of  the 
MiiuBtry  at  Large  as  a  means  of  diffusing  it    The 
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pecuniary  aid  which  the  Ministers  impart,  he  observes, 
should  always  be  made  subsidiary  to  spiritual  ends. 
The  three  hundred  families  under  his  charge  receive 
very  little  such  aid  from  any  other  source.  The  quiet, 
friendly  way  in  which  the  Ministers  can  impart  it  to 
those  with  whom  they  are  acquainted,  renders  it  much 
more  acceptable  than  the  assistance  afforded  by  pro- 
fessedly eleemosynary  societies.  He  then  speaks  of 
the  instrumentalities  which  he  employs  for  accom- 
plishing the  ends  of  his  ministry :  — 

The  largest  two  Sunday  Schools  of  our  denomination  in 
this  city  are  connected  with  the  Ministry  at  Large.  That  of 
the  Warren-street  Chapel  is  the  largest ;  ours  is  the  next. 
We  have  within  three  of  three  hundred  pupils,  -^  an  average  ^^. 

of  about  one  child  from  each  family.  Including  Superin- 
tendents and  Librarian,  we  have  sixty  teachers.  Twenty- 
four  of  these  teachers  were  formerly  pupils  in  the  school. 
The  school  holds  two  sessions  each  Sunday.  The  morning 
session  is  generally  devoted  to  head-teaching ;  the  afternoon, 
to  heart-teaching.  We  are  striving  to  combine  zeal  and 
knowledge.  Our  aim  is  to  send  forth  each  pupil  with  a 
religious  education  sufficient  to  have  a  distinct  belief  in  the 
good  Father,  —  an  intelligent  fidth  in  his  Son,  —  and  to 
give  a  reason  for  the  same.  This  cannot  be  accomplished  by 
teachers  without  preparation.  Li  addition,  therefore,  to  our 
monthly  teachers'   meetings,  we  have  a  weekly  teachers*  ^^^ 

meeting,  preparatory  to  our  Sunday's.mission.  This  meeting 
is  remarkably  well  attended.  There  are,  however,  points 
which  cannot  be  reached  in  either  of  these  meetings.  We 
demand  of  ministers  an  education  peculiar  to  their  office.  K 
we  expect  our  schools  to  flourish,  why  should  not  means  be 
provided  to  educate  teachers  for  their  work  ?  There  is  no 
more  important  part  of  a  minister's  work  than  personal  re- 


HR.  winklet's  bepobt.  15 

ligious  instruction.  To  aid  teachers^  I  have  within  the  past 
year  formed  two  Normal  Classes  :  one  consists  of  twelve 
teachers ;  the  other  of  nine  of  the  older  pupils.  We  have 
gone  through  a  course  upon  Natural  Theology,  and  one 
upon  Man's  Moral  and  Keligious  Condition  without  a  Beve- 
lation.  The  purpose  of  these  classes  is  to  obtain  the  best 
knowledge,  and  learn  the  best  way  to  teach.  To  accomplish 
these,  the  following  plan  is  adopted.  Each  class  meets 
once  a  week  for  two  hours :  A  opens  with  prayer ;  B  (the 
Secretary)  reads  the  records  of  the  last  evening's  transac- 
tions ;  C  takes  charge  of  the  class,  and  reviews  it,  with  pre- 
pared questions,  upon  the  advanced  lesson  of  the  last  meet- 
ing ;  D  opens  the  criticism,  and  is  followed  by  each  member 
of  the  class ;  E  reads  a  report  of  the  last  advanced  lesson. 
This  occupies  about  an  hour.  I  give  an  advanced  lesson ; 
F  selects  and  reads  an  appropriate  hymn,  the  singing  of 
which  closes  our  exercises.  These  offices  rotate  constantly. 
I  have  never  undertaken  any  thing  which  offered  more  en- 
couragement than  these  classes.  Nothing  cheers  me  more 
(as  twice  each  Sunday  I  superintend  that  Howard  Sunday 
School)  than  to  know  ,that  the  love  of  distinct  thought 
is  with  increasing  power  subduing  hearts  to  God.  Never 
was  there  a  time  since  I  have  been  at  the  chapel,  when 
more  devotion  to  God,  more  earnest  desire  for  personal 
holiness,  was  manifest  in  both  teachers  and  pupils.  We 
still  continue  two  devotional  meetings  for  the  young,  and 
several  teachers  spehd  one  session  each  month  in  this  way. 

Turning  from  the  Sunday  School  to  the  congregation: 
Here,  too,  we  are  laboring  for  more  of  a  Christian  faith  and 
a  Christian  spirit.  The  plan  of  the  Sunday  is  the  same  as  in 
years  past.  The  morning  hour  is  devoted  to  instruction 
more  p|rticularly.  This  year  we  have  been  pursuing  a 
course  on  Natural  Theology  and  the  Evidences.  The  after- 
noon is  given  to  practical  piety ;  the  evening,  to  the  con- 
ference meeting.  Tuesday  evening,  a  meeting  for  religious 
conversation  is  held ;  and,  on  Thursday  evening,  a  church 
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meeting.  To  these  might  be  added  other  meetings  similar 
to  those  frequently  reported.  But^  among  all  the  means 
used^  I  believe  personal  religious  conversation  the  most 
effective.  Had  I  double,  yea,  treble  the  time  I  have,  I  be- 
lieve persons  enough  can  be  found  rejoicing  to  learn  how  to 
begin  or  go  forward  in  the  life  of  holiness.  As  it  is,  hardly 
a  moment  is  unoccupied,  —  or  occupied  for  aught  save  this 
exceedingly  interesting  flock. 

And  now  a  word  concerning  my  colleague.  Miss  F.  S. 
Merrill.  She  has  been  a  valuable  co-worker  with  me  for 
some  years  past.  Last  year,  she  was  officially  appointed  my 
assistant,  —  a  most  efficient  helper  she  has  been.  One  of  the 
members  of  that  little  band,  our  Pastor's  Circle,  trained  up  as 
a  pupil,  and  afterwards  a  teacher  in  our  Sunday  School,  and 
a  member  of  the  chapel  church,  she  is  well  known  to  the 
congregation  and  school,  and  well  knows  her  field  of  labor. 
The  Infant  Class  of  the  Sunday  School,  numbering  8  teachers  ^*^.> 

and  50  pupils ;  the  Sewing  School,  numbering  16  teachers, 
and  103  pupils,  with  several  meetings,  have  been  entirely 
under  her  charge.  In  addition  to  the  visiting  which  this 
requires,  she  has  had  the  care  of  a, number  of  aged  and  in- 
valid persons  whom  she  has  visited  weekly.  She  has  also 
the  care,  more  or  less,  of  fifty  families.     In  all  these  and 

peace  and  comfort  to  many  hearts.  While  her  arduous  work 
cannot  diminish  mine,  it  adds  very  much  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  ministry  at  the  chapel  in  all  its  operations. 

Nearly  ten  years  have  I  been  your  agent  in  this  noble 
field,  and  they  have  been  ten  blessed  years  to  me.  ^ 


FROM   MR.   SCAKDLIN'S   REPORT. 

Mr.  Scandlin  remarks  that  the  ministry  to  the  poor 
requires  much  higher  qualifications  than  he  had  sup- 
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posed  when  he  undertook  it ;  and  that  the  knoiivledge 
which  the  Missionary  must  acquire  of  our  penal, 
charitable,  and  reformatory  institutions,  and  the  ar- 
rangements which  he  must  make  for  the  relief  of 
suflfering  and  the  reformation  of  the  vicious,  leave 
him  but  little  time  to  prepare  himself  for  the  work 
of  direct  religious  instruction. 

I  would  now  ask  your  consideration  to  two  subjects^  which 
have  for  some  months  past  occupied  much  of  my  attention. 
Firsts  I  wish  to  commence  a  missionary  movement  on  a 
small  scale  in  the  lowest  and  most  degraded  portion  of  this 
North  End  of  our  city^  the  principal  object  of  which  shall  be 
to  reach  the  deluded  victims  6i  lust  and  licentiousness.  For 
this  purpose,  I  would  recommend  the  opening  of  a  small 
reading-room  in  the  vicinity  of  Ann  Street  (or  North  Street, 
as  it  is  now  termed),  in  which  interesting  and  amusing  books 
might  be  read  for  an  hour  or  two  on  some  three  or  four  even- 
ings of  the  week,  or  where  interesting  lectures  might  be 
deUvered  by  any  benevolent  individuals  who  might  wish  to 
aid  in  elevating  this  degraded  portion  of  our  community. 
Such  a  movement  would  give  one  a  settlement  among  them, 
where  he  could  gain  some  knowledge  of  their  individual 
characters,  and  thus  be  able  to  make  more  effective  efforts 
for  their  reformation.  From  such  a  room,  other  movements 
immediately  connected  with  the  object  of  the  mission  might 
originate.  The  reading  of  interesting  and  suitable  books  to 
children  on  the  Sabbath  morning  or  afternoon  would  open 
the  way,  in  time,  for  the  establishment  of  a  Sabbath  School. 
There  are  hundreds  of  children  in  such  localities  who  will 
not  enter  the  schools  where  those  of  a  better  class  are  taught ; 
and  a  school  provided  for  them  might  do  much  to  raise 
them  out  of  their  degraded  condition.  The  adults,  whom  it 
would  be  the  direct  object  of  the  mission  to  reach  when  dis- 
posed to  reform,  should  be  distributed,  so  £eur  as  possible^ 
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among  oar  different  country  towns,  where,  being  unknown 
to  any  except  their  employers,  and  removed  from  the  strong 
temptations  of  our  city,  they  would  be  able  to  lead  better 
lives. 

I  was  authorized  some  months  ago  to  obtain  a  room  for 
this  purpose,  and  anticipated  but  little  trouble  in  getting 
one,  expecting  a  number  of  tenements  to  be  vacated  after 
the  Liquor  Law  should  go  into  operation ;  but,  the  law  hav- 
ing failed,  my  hopes  have  been  disappointed. 

The  second  subject  referred  to  as  having  occupied  my 
thoughts  is  the  organization  of  a  society,  to  be  termed,  if 
you  please,  the  "  Widows  and  Orphans'  Friend."  In  my 
visiting,  I  have  found  no  class  of  individuals  who  so  truly 
merit  the  kind  o&ces  of  the  charitable  as  poor  widows  with 
families  of  young  children.  Amid  all  the  labor  of  our  city, 
there  are  but  two  fields  open  to  them,  ~- housework  and 
sewing.  The  first  of  these  has  been  the  employment  of 
Mrs.  A.,  a  widow  having  three  children,— the  youngest  nine 
months,  the  oldest  seven  years.  She  goes  from  home  be- 
tween six  and  seven  in  the  morning  (when  she  is  so  fortunate 
as  to  obtain  work),  leaving  her  little  boy  of  seven  to  mind 
the  children  and  take  care  of  the  house,  keeping  him  from 
school,  and  training  him  up  a  dunce  in  the  midst  of  our 
palaces  of  education.  For  this  sacrifice,  the  mother  receives 
eight  cents  an  hour.  On  her  most  fortunate  weeks,  she  may 
have  some  six  hours'  work  for  four  days  of  the  week.  For 
this  she  receives  two  dollars.  Deduct  one  dollar,  or  one  and 
a  quarter,  for  rent,  and  you  have  a  balance  of  seventy^five 
cents  to  feed  and  clothe  four  individuals  for  one  week ;  and, 
could  even  this  small  sum  be  depended  upon  regularly, 
great  anxiety  and  suffering  would  be  saved  this  toiling,  suf- 
fering portion  of  our  community. 

The  second,  Mrs.  B.,  tries  to  obtain  her  living  at  sewing, 
not  because  it  brings  a  larger  return,  but  because  she  has 
seen  better  days,  and  is  not  equal  to  the  harder  toil  of  house- 
work.     She  is  a  widow,  fanving  three  children  depending 
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upon  her  efforts,  —  the  youngest  twelve  months,  the  oldest 
nine  years.  Having  an  infant  to  care  for,  she  cannot  do  what 
is  termed  fine  work,  and  has  to  take  coarse  work,  which  brings 
a  far  less  remuneration.  By  diligence,  she  succeeds  in  tak- 
ing care  of  the  children,  and  making  sixteen  pairs  of  overalls 
a  week,  laboring  often  till  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  at  night. 
She  receives  for  this  one  dollar,  —  a  fraction  over  six  cents 
per  pair ;  and,  in  our  cold,  pressing  winters,  even  this  sup- 
ply of  work  is  hard  to  be  obtained.  Here,  then,  we  have 
one  dollar  per  week  to  provide  for  four,  and  pay  one  dollar 
and  a  quarter  for  rent !  Such  persons  live,  the  first  year  or 
so,  by  selling  piece  after  piece  of  their  furniture  ;  and,  when 
these  are  gone,  they  become  dependent  on  charity.  Here, 
then,  in  these  two  families,  we  have  four  children  kept  at 
home  from  various  causes,  either  to  mind  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  or  because  they  have  not  the  means  of 
going  to  school  comfortably ;  so  that,  aside  from  all  present 
suffering,  we  are  training  up  hundreds  who  will  soon  be- 
come the  inmates  of  our  penal  and  pauper  institutions. 
Dozens  of  such  cases  will  recur  to  all  who  have  to  do  with 
this  portion  of  our  community.  Can  nothing  be  done  to 
save  them  from  suffering  and  degradation  ?  I  think  much 
might  be  accomplished  by  having  an  office  where  the  em- 
ployer and  the  employed  might  look,  the  one  for  labor,  and 
the  other  for  laborers.  There  are  hundreds  of  such  persons 
needed ;  but  there  are  only  a  few  in  our  city  who  know 
where  to  find  them.  Connected  with  this  might  be  a  school, 
into  which  the  younger  children  should  be  taken  when  the 
mothers  go  out  to  work.  This  would  give  them  the  assur- 
ance that  their  children  were  rightly  cared  for,  and  leave 
the  other  children  at  liberty  to  attend  the  public  schools. 

I  will  now  pass  to  a  brief  review  of  the  regular  efforts  of 
my  mission.  I  have  continued  the  course  of  visiting  with 
which  I  commenced,  going  to  each  family  living  in  the 
street  or  lane  that  I  am  investigating.  In  this  way  I  shall 
become  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  every  part  of  the 
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field  to  which  you  directed  my  attention.  Daring  the  year, 
I  have  made  I9669  visits,  reaching  during  that  period  427 
new  families,  containing  in  the  whole  1,742  members*;  of 
which  1,080  were  Catholic,  and  662  were  Protestant.  Of 
the  latter  number,  139  were  Episcopal;  124,  Methodist; 
145,  Baptist ;  91,  Presbyterian ;  39,  Unitarian ;  31,  Univer- 
salist;  93,  no  church;  810,  children,  of  whom  258  attend 
Sabbath  Schools,  and  350  Public  Schools.  My  services  at  the 
chapel  have  been  held  regularly  every  sabbath.  The  congre- 
gation shows  a  slight  increase ;  full  as  much,  perhaps,  as  our 
present  position  would  justify  us  in  expecting.  The  ascent 
of  forty-five  steps  to  our  hall  makes  it  any  thing  but  inviting. 
This  difficulty  we  hope  may  soon  be  remedied.  Until  it  is, 
we  cannot  expect  that  increase  and  permanency  which  we 
desire.  The  Sabbath  School  is  prospering;  our  only  and 
most  perplexing  difficulty  being  found  in  a  want  of  teachers 
willing  to  make  a  little  sacrifice  for  the  purpose  of  doing  a 
vast  amount  of  good.  Dr.  A.  Bigelow  still  teaches  the  Bible 
Class,  which  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  superintending, 
when  I  am  not  called  to  take  charge  of  two  or  three  classes, 
by  blending  them  into  one.  This  difficulty  I  hope  to  grow 
out  of  in  a  short  time,  when  some  of  my  present  scholars 
shall  have  become  able  to  teach  what  they  have  learned. 
We  have  an  Assistant  Superintendent,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
look  out  for  straggling  children  on  Sunday  morning,  and 
lead  them  into  the  school.  Quite  a  number  have  been 
gathered  in  in  this  way.  At  present  there  are  on  the  books 
102  pupils,  67  of  whom  may  be  termed  regular ;  giving  us 
an  average  attendance  of  from  45  to  60.  Out  of  7  teachers, 
4  are  faithfully  and  punctually  in  their  places;  the  other 
3  have  just  joined  us. 

The  Sabbath-school  Choir,  which  |s  composed  of  as  many 
children  as  like  to  attend,  meet  me  on  Friday  evening  of 
every  week,  for  the  purpose  of  learning  to  sing.  We  have 
also  a  Social  Meeting  held  at  the  different  houses  of  our  peo- 
ple every  Thursday  evening,  where  many  profitable  hours 
are  spent. 


r^ 
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At  the  commencement  of  the  fall,  the  ladies  of  the  society 
formed  a  Sewing  Circle  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  mis- 
sion. This  circle  has  done  much  towards  giving  them  a 
mutual  interest  and  sympathy.  The  materials  for  the  cloth- 
ing which  they  have  made,  and  also  for  conducting  a  Sewing 
School,  were  kindly  and  liberally  contributed  by  Messrs. 
Warren,  Gookin,  Coleman,  Nichols,  Wood,  and  others, 
through  Mr.  O.  H.  Youlden.  We  had  hoped  to  have  been 
in  a  condition  to  have  commenced  a  Sewing  School ;  but, 
having  no  command  of  a  room,  we  were  unable  to  accom- 
plish it.  We  have  also  received  a  contribution  of  clothing 
from  Rev.  A.  B.  Fuller's  Society ;  for  which,  and  for  the 
many  kind  donations  given  for  the  different  objects  of  our 
mission,  we  take  the  present  opportunity  to  tender  our  sin- 
cere thanks. 


FROM   MRS.  BIGELOW'S   REPORT. 

At  the  close  of  a  winter  of  unusual  severity,  I  would 
again  offer  the  results  of  my  labors  and  experience  during 
the  past  year.  Althoi%h  many  sad  scenes  of  poverty  and 
suffering  can  be  recalled  where  effectual  relief  could  not  be 
given,  yet  memory  with  equal  distinctness  points  to  nume- 
rous abodes  where  the  light  of  hope  has  been  rekindled  by 
the  voice  of  Christian  encouragement. 

Poverty  is  not  the  greatest  evil  to  be  encountered  by  those 
whose  mission  it  is  to  relieve  suffering.  The  cames  that  so 
often  lead  to  it  are  more  to  be  deplored  by  every  friend  to 
humanity  than  even  the  destitution  itself. 

If  the  professed  disciples  of  our  blessed  Saviour  would 
exert  the  same  energy,  and  labor  with  the  same  zeal,  to 
build  up  the  '^  Kingdom  of  Righteousness,"  that  are  con- 
stantly exerted  by  the  followers  of  another  Master,  what  a 
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different  aspect  would  our  city  now  present  1  The  evils  ex- 
isting in  our  midst  are  increasing,  because  sufficient  Chris- 
tian effort  is  not  employed  to  resist  them. 

The  community  are  always  ready  to  condemn  those  who 
speculate  in  what  are  called  the  ^'  necessaries  of  life ; " 
but  what  terms  sufficiently  strong  can  be  applied  to  men 
and  women  who  speculate  in  immortal  souU,  and  become 
rich  by  extracting  the  moral  life-blood  from  unsuspecting 
innocence  ?  In  the  present  condition  of  society,  the  paths 
that  lead  to  practical  goodness  are  so  beset  with  difficulties, 
and  so  thickly  strewn  with  obstacles,  that  virtues  of  the 
highest  order  are  reqmred  to  enable  one  to  walk  in  the  way 
of  rectitude. 

The  more  the  subject  is  examined,  the  stronger  will  be 
the  conviction  of  the  truth  of  this  remark :  Is  not  vice  ren- 
dered attractive^  at  the  outset  of  life,  by  every  art  that  de- 
pravity can  invent  ?  "  Come  to  me,"  are  its  words,  "  and  I 
will  give  you  wealth  and  ease;  I  will  clothe  you  without 
labor  or  reward.  Do  not  heed  those  distant  voices  that  warn 
you  to  avoid  my  paths,  and  tell  you  they  will  lead  to  the 
'gates  of  death.'  If  this  be  ^rue,  why  do  they  not  draw 
near  and  assist  the  friendless  stranger,  and  thus  prove  the 
sincerity  of  their  faith  by  their  practice  ?  " 

Moral  barriers,  stronger  than  thsse  which  society  now 
rears,  are  required  in  order  to  protect  the  young  from  the 
temptations  of  city  life.  I  can  truly  say,  that  the  more  ex- 
perienced I  become  in  the  various  arts  that  are  employed 
for  the  ruin  of  souls,  the  more  I  marvel  that  so  many  are 
found  who  lead  virtuous  lives. 

When  poisons  have  been  adndnistered  to  the  body,  how 
eagerly  antidotes  are  sought  to  counteract  their  effects  I  And 
in  like  manner  should  the  antidote  of  Christian  effort  be 
always  near  to  counteract  the  temptations  that  beset  the 
inexperienced.  Let  the  gospel-trumpet  utter  no  faint  or 
uncertain  sound,  but  let  its  notes  be  heard  by  every  wayfarer 
on  life's  pilgrimage. 


1^ 
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I  would  repeat  what  I  have  stated  in  previous  reports^  that 
greater  encouragement  to  yirtuous  industry  is  required  in 
our  city  than  is  now  furnished.  Nature  herself  teaches  us  a 
lesson  in  this  respect.  Can  the  plants  of  summer  flourish 
during  the  arctic  rigor  of  winter  ?  And  yet  it  is  expected 
that  poor,  weak,  human  nature  can  thrive  amid  the  chilling 
blasts  of  ill-requited  labor.  The  warmest  sympathy  and 
encouri^ement  should  be  bestowed  on  every  effort  in  humble 
life  to  obtain  an  honest  independence.  Every  device  now 
employed  for  cheapening  female  work  only  has  the  effect  of 
arraying  one  class  in  society  against  another ;  and  those  who 
in  this  way  are  defrauded  of  their  jtut  rights  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  regard  their  employers  as  true  friends. 

The  Industrial  Boom  on  Lynde  Street  has  fully  answered 
the  objects  for  which  it  was  opened,  and  has  proved  a 
powerful  auxiliary  in  my  missionary  labors.  The  system  gf 
paying  good  prices  for  needlework  has  been  undeviatingly 
maintained ;  and  I  would  leave  the  question,  in  regard  to 
the  amount  of  good  that  has  thus  been  effected,  to  be  an- 
swered by  those  who  have  shared  its  advantages.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  increased  responsibilities  that  have  devolved 
on  me,  I  am  compelled  to  relinquish  this  establishment  in 
April. 

i  would  respectfully  and  earnestly  urge  upon  the  Frater- 
•  nity  the  expediency  of  opening  an  *'  Industrial  Home  ".  in 
this  city,  where  the  principles  on  which  the  room  in  Lynde 
Street  have  been  conducted  could  be  developed  on  a  larger 
scale.  Boston  has  already  her  churches,  schools,  hospitals, 
and  libraries  ;  and  would  it  not  add  to  her  fame  for  bene- 
volence and  practical  Christianity  to  open  a  home  where 
oppressed  workwomen  might  &^d  encouragement  and  sup- 
port ? 

My  attention  has  lately  been  directed  to  the  moral  injus- 
tice that  is  done  to  printers  who  are  employed  on  the  daily 
morning  papers.  The  same  morning  bells  that  summon 
our  citizens  to  the  house  of  God,  call  the  printer  to  his  work- 
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shop.  For  him  the  sabbath  is  in  no  way  distinguished  from 
the  secular  days  of  the  week.  When  unemployed,  no  places 
have  heretofore  been  opened  to  him  but  bar-rooms  and  sa- 
loons ;  and  necessity,  quite  as  much  as  inclination,  has  often 
driven  him  to  those  dangerous  resorts.  To  counteract,  in  a 
measure,  this  evil,  a  "  Printers'  Literary  Association "  has 
been  formed,  and  a  room  opened  on  Devonshire  Street. 
A  large  number  of  printers  employed  on  daily  newspapers 
have  joined  this  Association ;  and  every  promise  is  afforded 
that  it  will  prove  eminently  beneficial. 

It  is  not  expected  that  Sunday  work  can  be  abolished 
immediately ;  but,  through  the  instrumentality  of  this  Asso- 
ciation, it  is  hoped  that  printers  will  be  allowed  to  share,  at 
some  future  day,  in  the  blessed  privileges  of  the  Christian 
sabbath. 

^  Some  facts  could  be  stated,  that  have  come  under  my  own 
observation,  which  would  convince  the  most  sceptical  of  the 
demoralizing  effects  of  Sunday  labor.  To  relate  them  would 
occupy  too  much  time ;  and  I  will  only  add,  that  more  Chris- 
tian effort  is  required  in  behalf  of  this  neglected  class  than 
has  yet  been  bestowed  by  a  Christian  cimmunity.  The  whole 
subject  is  earnestly  commended  to  the  careful  attention  of  the 
Fraternity. 

I  might  enumerate  many  striking  and  instructive  instances 
of. poverty  and  sad  reverses  of  fortune  which  have  come  to« 
my  notice  during  the  past  year ;   but,  in  this  respect,  the 
experience  of  one  year  is  similar  to  that  of  another. 

The  last  season,  I  have  received  applications  for  aid  from 
a  larger  number  of  persons  than  during  any  previous  period 
of  my  labors.  The  demand  for  female  missionary  labor  was 
never  so  great  as  at  the  pre^nt  time.  On  all  sides,  the  calls 
are  incessant  for  light  and  succor ;  and,  by  diligence  and  con- 
stant devotion  to  duty  under  all  circumstances,  much  practi- 
cal good  can  be  effected,  and  thus  the  great  mission  of  life 
can  be  fidthfuUy  accomplished. 
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Mrs.  Barry  begins  her  report  with  allusions  to  the 

great  efforts  which  have  been  made  for  the  relief  and 

the  prevention  of  pauperism  in  this  city,  and  the 

great  mass  of  it  which  meets  us,  notwithstanding  aU 

that  has  been  done.     She  then  relates  some  cases, 

within  her  own  experience,  which  illustrate  the  sad 

condition   of   the   children  of  the  idle  and  vicious 
poor. 

.  .  .  There  came  to  my  house,  Jan.  12,  1856,  a  beau- 
tiful child,  twelve  years  of  age.  I  bad  known  him  for  four 
years  to  be  an  honest  boy.  My  husband  and  I  had  made 
every  effort  to  place  him  in  the  country,  away  from  his  mo- 
ther, whom  vice  and  self-indulgence  had  ruined.  .  She  was 
in  the  habit  of  sending  him  from  house  to  house  for  cold 
victuals,  clothing,  money,  or  any  thing  else  which  he  could 
get ;  and,  when  he  came  home,  she  would  sell  what  she  could, 
and  send  him  out  for  rum,  drink  it,  and  give  it  to  her  little 
girl  of  six  years  ;  and  perhaps  this  boy  would  again,  at  the 
hour  of  midnight,  be  called  up  to  go  to  the  druggist,  to  say 
his  mother  was  sick,  and  get  more.  Such  was  the  experi- 
ence of  this  Uttle  boy,  who  fled  to  me  fpr  refuge  from  a  blow 
which  his  mother  gave  him  with  an  axe.  I  sent  him  away 
into  the  country  with  a  wealthy  gentleman,  who  has  promised 
to  take  care  of  him;  and,  as  he  was  leaving  me,  he  said, 
"  Mrs.  Barry,  be  sure  to  get  my  httle  sister  and  brother 
away  from  my  mother  as  soon  as  you  can,  and  tell  the  ladies 
not  to  give  their  cold  pieces  to  her  :  the  cold  food  that  was 
given  me  has  fed  her  without  work.  If  it  had  not  been 
given  me,  she  could  not  hve  so.  I  have  prayed  many  a 
night,  when  my  mother  has  been  drunk,  that  God  would  take 
me  home  to  heaven,  for  there  I  should  not  be  hungry  any 
more,  or  hear  such  wicked  words  spoken,  or  fear  to  go  home. 
Good-by,  Mrs.  Barry.    Will  you  see  to  my  sister  ? "     This  is 
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but  one  case :  had  I  time,  I  could  tell  you  many  more.  .1 
will  simply  mention  that  of  a  fiunily  who  depend  wholly  on 
charity.  The  mother  spends  her  time  either  in  the  street,  or 
idle  at  home,  or  in  bed  intoxicated.  A  little  daughter,  eight 
years  old,  has  been  so  intoxicated  as  to  be  insensible ;  and 
yet,  because  this  is  an  American  family,  they  share  in  the 
charity  of  our  city.  Their  story  is  listened  to  by  many :  cold 
food  is  given,  them,  and  it  supports  vice  and  sin  in  every 
form.  The  child  cannot  be  saved,  because  it  cannot  be  taken 
from  the  mother.  My  daily  experience  from  house  to  house 
teaches  me  that ''  idleness  is  the  mother  of  crime ;  *'  and  the 
crums  which  fall  from  the  rich  man's  table,  one  of  the  sup- 
ports of  idleness. 

Mrs.  Barry  then  alludes  to  the  dangers  which  beset 
young  women  employed  in  shops,  saloons,  printing- 
offices,  &c.,  hundreds  of  whom,  she  says,  are  ruined. 

.  .  .  Two  sisters  (she  says)  came  to  me  two  years  ago, 
fine-looking  girls,  wishing  to  get  employment.  I  said  to 
them,  that  I  could  get  them  a  place  in  a  good  family.  They 
agreed  to  go,  but  afterwards  met  with  some  one  who  urged 
them  to  go  into  a  shop.  Both  of  these  girls  have  fallen,  — 
one  eighteen  years,  the  other  twenty ;  and,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  efforts  of  one  of  your  missionaries,  a  third  sister,  whom 
they  sent  for  to  come  to  our  city,  would  have  been  ruined. 

She  then  speaks  of  the  difficulty  of  providing 
work  for  applicants.' 

Hundreds  (she  says)  in  the  course  of  a  year  apply  to  me 
for  work ;  but  I  cannot  give  it.  I  have  been  to  clothing- 
'stores  in  the  city  to  see  if  I  could  make  arrangement  to  get 
the  work  which  they  give  out.  They  hav^  all  told  me  the 
same  story :  "  I  send  my  work,**  say  they,  **  to  the  coimtry 
by  the  box.**  —  "And  who  is  it  done  by ?  '*  I  ask.  Answer, 
"By  those  who  have  time,  and  are  not  obliged  to  work,  but 
wish  some  money  to  spend."  The  result  of  this  is  seen  in 
the  small  compensation  for  women  who  toil  on  from  day  to 
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day,  making  shirts  for  four  and  eight  cents  each.  Many  a 
one  does  this,  even  to  the  hour  of  midnight,  to  get  bread 
for  their  little  ones.  A  poor  widow,  with  six  children,  I 
saw  yesterday  making  them,  with  her  little  girl  at  her  side 
helping  her;  and  yet  that  woman  is  able  to  do  the  best 
work,  could  she  get  it.  .  .  . 

The  truest  charity  is  to  give  work ;  but  while  so  much 
money  is  given  by  our  kind-hearted  friends,  without  an 
equivalent  on  the  part  of  those  who  receive  it,  I  think  no 
true  estimate  can  be  made  of  the  ruinous  effect  upon  this 
class  of  the  community.  Let  us  have  Industrial  Booms,  and 
let  our  charity  be  sdven  in  work  :  then  shall  it  teach  every 
.»  „d  „lj  ,l.n  .n.e  digni^  ..d  ind..^,.  M.„ 
than  three  thousand  dollars  was  paid  by  Mrs.  Bigelow  the 
last  year,  at  her  Industrial  Room,  to  our  most  worthy  poor  at 
the  west  and  north  part  of  our  city.  ... 

The  past  year,  it  is  well  known,  has  been  very  trying  for 
the  poor.     My  district  has  extended  from  Bedford  Street  to 
the  Boxbury  Line.     My  hours  for  visiting  have  been  from 
nine  in  the  morning  until  one  o'clock,  and  from  three  in  the 
afternoon  until  evening.     My  time  has  been  wholly  occu- 
pied in  securing  places  in  and  out  of  the  city,  standing  by 
the  beds  of  the  sick  and  djing,  speaking  words  of  comfort, 
and  reading  from  the  Bible,  and  gathering  children   into 
the   different   Sabbath  Schools.      I  have   also,  during   the 
winter,  in  connection  with  your  missionary,  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Cruft,  attended  Neighborhood  Meetings  every  week  in  dif- 
ferent sections  where  we  felt  that  they  would  do  the  most 
good.     On  the  sabbath,  at  nine  o'clock,  I  go  to  the  poor- 
school  connected  with  the  Children's  Mission,  take  twenty, 
and  sometimes  thirty  children,  and  go  to  church  and  sit  with* 
them.     In  the  afternoon  I  go  to  the  chapel,  where  I  have  an 
Infant  School.     The  Evening  Prayer  Meetings  from  house 
to  house  have  been  blessed,  I  trust,  to  many  a  heart.     All 
are  anxious  to  have  us  come  to  their  houses. 

Mrs.  Barry  then  recurs  to  the  dangers  which  beset 
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young  females  of  the  poorer  classes,  the  many  who 
fall,  and  the  success  she  has  had  in  saving  some  from 
ruin. 

Many  a  friendless  girl  has  been  sheltered  under  my  roof, 
until  a  home  could  be  provided  for  her.  Each  day  brings 
its  duties.  To-day  I  have  been  engaged  in  looking  after  a 
young  girl,  only  fifteen  years  old,  concealed  in  a  house  of  ill- 
fame.  I  succeeded  in  getting  her,  and  went  with  her  to  the 
House  of  Eefuge.  Before  she  went,  she  turned  to  her  mother, 
who  had  been  reproving  her,  and  said,  '^  Mother,  you  have 
been  the  cause  of  all  this ;  you  sent  me  to  pick  coal  and 
chips ;  you  would  not  let  me  go  to  a  place.  I  told  you  I 
would  give  you  all  the  money  I  earned  rather  than  to  beg ; 
but  you  made  me  go,  and  I  met  with  bad  company,  and  have 
been  ruined."  This  is  but  one  case.  I  have  many  which  I 
could  speak  of,  had  I  time. 

I  have  distributed  500  garments  and  various  other  articles : 
I  have  found  employment  for  75  adults  and  children.  My 
poor's  purse  has  been  well  supplied  by  Bev.  Dr.  Bigelow. 

Buriog  the  year  1S66, 1  haTe  reoeiTed  in  different  rami    ....  $96.00 
IVom  Board  of  Charitiee  eonneoted  with  the  South  Congregational  Chnroh, 

which  I  most  gratefiilly  acknowledge 66.19 

From  a  Lady 10.00 

Total $171.19 


It  is  unnecessary  for  your  Committee  to  add  any 
thing  to  these  reports.  The  friends  of  the  Ministry 
at  Large  will  appreciate  the  labors  of  the  Ministers, 
and  see  good  reason  for  continuing  to  support  an 
.institution  which  does  so  much  to  instruct  the  igno- 
rant, relieve  the  suffering,  and  reform  the  sinfuL 

For  the  Executive  Committee, 

EDWAED  WIGGLESWORTH, 

Seeretofy, 
Bonow,  March  8,  1S66. 
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BENEVOLENT   FRATERNITY    OF    CHURCHES 


Fob  1856. 


®ffiter0. 

REV.  DR.  SAMUEL  BARRETT PrtndmL 

REV.  RUFUS  ELUS Seereiary, 

JOSEPH  H.  ALiEN Treaturm'. 

PRINCE  HA  WES      >  .       .  5  ^^^^'  ^  ^  Eneok- 

GEORGE  MERRILL  S  }        the  QmmiUee, 


mttUiattB. 


FIRST   CHURCH   BRANCH. 

Rev.  Rufus  Ellis  .       .       .       .    ' President. 

Dr.  Samubl  L.  Abbot Secretary. 

Thomas  B.  Walks Treaanrer. 

Charles  L.  Hatward  and  Hxrmakm  J.  Warkxr  Delegates. 

SECOND    CHURCH   BRANCH. 

Rev.  Chandler  Robbiss President. 

Alexander  S.  Wheeler                        Secretary. 

James  H.  Bsal Treasurer. 

Heitrt  B.  Rogers  and  Albert  Fearzno Delegates. 

FEDERAL-STREET    BRANCH. 

Rev.  Dr.  E.  S.  Gamkett              .  • President. 

Charles  C.  Smith             Secretary. 

Samuel  £.  Guild Treasurer. 

pRurcB  Hawes  and  Jambs  Hatward Delegates. 

SOUTH  CONGREGATIONAL  BRANCH. 

George  Merrill President 

H.  P.  Kidder Secretary. 

Joseph  H.  Allem Treasurer. 

Edward  R.  Mato  and  Samuel  Wadsworth       ....  Delegates. 
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CHURCH-GREEN  BRANCH. 

William  WoRTHisoTOif President. 

Jambs'  G.  Pipeb Secretary. 

Jambs  W.  Sbybb   .       .       .• Treasurer. 

Bbsjamdt  a.  Gould  and  Clemert  Willib Delegates. 

THIRTEENTH   CONGREGATIONAL   BRANCH. 

Ret.  J.  I.  T.  Cooudoe President. 

D.  W.  Saubbubt Secretary. 

Gkables  L.  Dambell   .                              Treasurer. 

Johb  p.  Robibson  and  N.  A.  Babrett Delegates. 

TWELFTH   CONGREGATIONAL   BRANCH. 

Rev.  Db.  Samuel  BAHBrrr President. 

Abbaham  G.  Wtmam Secretary. 

Elifhalbt  J0XE8 Treasurer. 

Fbabcis  Bbown  and  Ichabod  Howlahd  Delegates. 

BULFINCH-STREET    BRANCH. 

Rev.  William  R.  Aloeb President. 

Samuel  Condon Secretary. 

Calvin  S.  Russell Treasurer. 

Theophilus  Burb,  Jud.,  and  A.  L.  Burditt        ....  Delegates. 

BRATTLE-STREET    BRANCH. 

Rev.  Db.  S.  K.  Lotbbop President. 

Thobnton  K.  Lothbop Secretary. 

Gboboe  M.  Thacheb Treasurer. 

Abel  G.  Fabwell  and  Abbam  French Delegates. 

HOLUS-STREET*  BRANCH. 

Rev.  Thomas  Stabb  King  .              .     * President 

William  H.  Bbown Secretary. 

0.  G.  Chapman Treasurer. 

Daniel  N.  Haskell  and  B.  H  Gbeene Delegates. 


NOTE. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Fraternity  is  on  the  first* Sunday  of  March.  The 
oontributionB  of  the  Branches  should  be  paid  before  the  first  day  of  Marchj  when 
the  financial  year  begins. 

The  meeting  for  organization  js  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  ^arch. 

The  other  regular  meetings  are  on  the  first  Sunday  of  June,  the  second  Sunday 
of  October,  and  the  second  Sunday  of  December. 

The  delegates  are  divided  into  monthly  Committees.  Each  Committee,  during 
its  month,  visits  the  Chapels  and  Sunday  Schools  in  Pitts  Street  and  Shawmut 
Avenue  anU  Hanover  Street  They  can,  if  they  see  fit,  also  attend  the  ^eek-day 
services  of  the  Ministers. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  delegates  should  inform  the  Branches  of  the 
worUng  of  the  Ministry  at  Large. 


32 


VISITING    COMMITTEES. 


AprU,  1866. 

Charles  L.  Uatwarb,  Chalnnaa. 
Charles  C.  Smith. 
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f 
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Thomas  B.  Wales. 
Oboroe  M.  Thaober. 

June. 

ALRXAK9BR  8.  Whreler,  Chairman. 
Charles  L.  Damrell.         * 
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Juli/. 

Prince  Hawes,  Chairman. 
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Aufffut. 

Francis  Brown,  Chalnuan. 
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September, 
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Iomabod  Howland. 
a.  l.  burdrt. 


October. 

Samcel  Wadiwortb,  Chairman. 
Daniel  N.  Haskell. 
Jambs  W.  Setbr. 
Theophilus  Burr,  Jun. 

yovember. 

Thornton  K.  Lothrop,  Chairman. 
Jambs  H.  Bral. 
Hermann  J.  Warner. 

December. 

Samubl  Condon,  Chairman. 
Abel  G.  Farwbll. 
D.  W.  Salisburt. 

January,  1867. 

Albert  Fearing,  Chairman. 

Abram  Frsnch. 
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February. 

Jambs  Uatward,  Chalnuan. 
WnuAM  H.  Brown. 
Clement  Wnus. 
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James  G.  Piper,  Chairman. 
Joseph  H.  Allen. 
Eliphalit  Jonbs. 
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REPORT. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fra- 
ternity OF  Churches  respectfully  report,  that  the 
work  of  the  Ministry  at  Large  has  been  carried 
forward,  during  the  past  year,  by  Kev.  Dr.  Bige- 
Low ;  Rev.  Messrs.  Crufi,  Winkley,  Scandlin,  and 
BuMFFF ;  and  by  Mrs.  Bigelow,  Mrs.  Barry,  and  Miss 
F,  S.  Merrill. 

Eev.  A.  RuMPFF  was  engaged  on  the  10th  of 
March,  1856,  to  labor  as  your  missionary  amongst 
the  German  population  of  the  city,  especially 
amongst  that  portion  of  them  who  are  found  at  the 
South  End.  Mr.  Rumpff  is  settled  over  a  German 
Lutheran  congregation  as  their  pastor,  and  is  able 
to  devote  but  a  small  portion  of  his  time  to  mission- 
ary  work.  The  pecuniary  compensation  which  he 
receives  for  his  services  is  graduated  accordingly. 

On  Saturday  evening,  Dec.  13,  an  upper  room  in 
Hanover  Street,  being  part  of  a  building  hired  by 
your  Committee  for  the  uses  of  the  Fraternity,  was 
consecrated  to  the  work  of  the  Ministry  at  Large 
under  Kev,  Mr.  Scandlin,  by  appropriate  services,  in 


4  TWBNTY-THIED   ANNUAL  REPOKT  OF 

which.  Rev.  Drs.  Barrett,  Bigelow,  and  Gannett,  and 
Rev.  Messrs.  Cruft,  Winkley,  and  Scandlm,  with  Mr. 
George  Merrill,  took  part;  Mr.  Scandlin  preaching 
the  discourse.  The  occasion  was  one  of  much  inte- 
rest ;  and  the  attendance,  hoth  of  delegates  from  the 
churches,  and  of  persons  who  are,  or  are  likely  to  be, 
parishioners  of  the  gentleman  stationed  at  this  point, 
was  very  gratifying. 

By  the  request  of  your  missionaries,  the  Secretary 
will  not,  as  has  been  the  practice  heretofore,  present 
their  reports  or  portions  of  them  to  the  delegates  of 
the  Fraternity,  but  will  aim  rather  to  exhibit  in  his 
own  words  the  results  of  the  year's  work,  and  the 
present  condition  of  the  ministry,  as  they  are  brought 
to  his  notice  in  these  official  returns.  In  pursuance 
of  this  purpose,  he  must  rather  describe  than  argue. 
It  must  be  his  endeavor  to  state  the  aims,  modes  of 
action,  difficulties,  encouragements,  and  visible  re- 
sults, which  the  reports  exhibit. 

What  are  your  missionaries  seeking  to  accom- 
plish 1  What  ends,  if  any,  are  incidental  to  their 
chief  end,  and  almost  inseparable  from  it  7  By  what 
methods  are  they  striving  to  carry  out  their  purposes, 
and  what  have  they  to  show  in  the  way  of  fruits  ] 

I.  The  ministry  which  the  Fraternity  of  Churches 
sustains  in  this  city  is,  and  is  understood  by  its  mini- 
sters to  be,  a  spiritual  and  moral  mission,  addressed 
primarily  and  distinctively  to  the  souls  of  men.  It  is 
not  to  be  confounded  with  the  Howard  Benevolent 
Society,  with  the  Provident  Association,  or  with  any 
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of  those  economies  by  which  we  hope  to  alleviate  the 
evU  of  poverty.  Its  aim  is  to  preach  the  kingdom  of 
God,  its  righteousness,  its  power,  its  peace.  It  does 
not  make  light  of  other  necessities ;  and  yet  it  is  built 
upon  the  truth  that  man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone, 
and  proceeds  upon  the  assumption  that  all  outward 
appliances  must  fail  even  of  their  outward  aims, 
unless  the  soul  is  nourished  and  built  up  along  with 
the  body ;  that,  in  short,  man  must  be  better,  before 
he  can  be  really  better  off.  Spiritual  and  moral 
destitution,  then,  your  ministers  are  laboring  to  re- 
lieve ;  and  they  find  the  proper  objects  of  their  efforts 
amongst  those  who  either  wilfully  or  of  necessity  are 
absent  from  our  regularly  constituted  churches,  and 
yet  may  be  gathered  into  their  free  chapels.  It  so 
happens  that  a  large  portion  of  their  congregations 
are  poor,  and  that  all  the  worshippers  are  in  very 
moderate  circumstances ;  but,  with  one  exception,  the 
ministers  do  not  designate  their  missions  as  Mini** 
stries  to  the  Poor,  but  rather  as  Ministries  at  Large. 
Some  of  them  regard  this  point  as  exceedingly  impor- 
tant ;  one  of  them  as  of  vital  moment,  —  assuring 
your  Secretary,  that,  although  it  is  the  fact  that  more 
than  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum  could  not  be 
safely  raised  from  his  congregation,  nevertheless  the 
name  and  fame  of  Chapel  for  the  Poor  keep  out  many 
who  ought  to  be  worshippers  under  the  auspices  of 
such  a  mission.  The  same  minister  reports,  that 
without  seeking  the  most  wretched  and  degraded, 
who  could  be  gathered  in  only  with  the  utmost  dif- 
ficulty, if  at  all,  he  can  find  material  much  nearer 
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at  hand,  at  once  sufficient  to  employ,  and  fitted  to 
reward,  his  utmost  efforts.  Moreover,  it  is  deemed 
to  be  right  and  expedient  to  allow  the  worshippers  in 
the  chapels  to  contribute  what  they  can  towards 
their  support ;  the  ministers  being  of  opinion,  that 
those  who  can  sustain  the  ordincinces  of  religion  only 
in  part  are  as  fairly  entitled  to  receive  aid,  to  the 
extent  of  the  deficiency,  as  those  who  can  do  nothing. 
It  is  found,  that,  as  men  receive  the  kingdom  of  God, 
other  things  are  "  added  unto  them ;  "  and  they  are 
able  and  willing  to  do  something  at  least  towards  the 
support  of  religious  institutions.  Are  the  ministers 
who  take  this  view  of  their  work  in  the  right  1  or 
will  the  delegates  instruct  them  to  go  out  into  the 
highways  and  lanes  for  a  more  neglected  and  less 
hopeful  class!  K  they  must  so  go  forth,  what  shall  be 
done  with  the  congregations  that  have  been  gathered 
by  their  ministrations,  and  would  hardly  consent  to 
be  distributed  as  appendages  to  our  regular  societies, 
with  the  various  members  of  which  they  have,  unhap- 
pily, few  sympathies  or  afl&nities?  These  are  ques- 
tions that  press  for  answers,  and  to  which  different 
persons  will  give  different  replies.  May  we  not  carry 
forward  both  forms  of  action  at  once ;  ministering  to 
the  poorest,  and  to  those  who  are  not  to  be  classed 
as  poor? 

II.  Incident  to  and  inseparable  from  a  ministry  to 
the  soul,  in  the  circumstances  which  have  called  your 
Fraternity  into  life,  is  a  dispensation  of  prudent 
counsel  as  to  matters  of  economy ;  a  reference  of  the 
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needy  to  the  proper  sources  of  material  relief;  and  a 
bestowal  of  such  relief,  when  it  would  come  from  the 
pastor  and  friend,  with  less  damage  to  self-respect 
and  all  delicate  sensibilities,  than  if  it  were  dispensed 
by  an  Overseer  or  Visitor  of  the  Poor.  A  considera- 
ble portion  of  the  time  and  strength  of  your  ministers 
is  consumed  in  this  way.  It  is  the  custom  of  the 
benevolent  to  avail  themselves  of  laborers  so  well 
acquainted  with  the  wants  of  the  poor,  and  so  able 
to  supply  these  wants  with  delicacy  and  good  judg- 
ment, as  their  almoners.  Dr.  Bigelow  is  especially 
called  upon  in  this  direction.  Although  the  necessity 
for  this  material  aid  diminishes  as  the  work  of  the 
ministry  goes  forward  in  a  family,  still  it  must  always 
occupy,  directly  or  indirectly,  a  very  considerable 
place. 

m.  We  come  to  the  third  question,  What  are 
the  methods  of  this  ministry's  And  the  reply  is, 
What  they  have  been  in  times  past,  as  the  summary 
herewith  subjoined  will  show. 

This  exhibition  of  methods  will  be  found  to  be 
largely  a  detail  of  results;  and  therefore,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  an  answer  to  the  fourth  and  last 
question  which  relates  to  the  fruits  of  the  ministry. 

1.  We  begin,  at  the  South  End,  with  the  Suffolk 
Chapel,  under  charge  of  Rev.  Mr.  Cruft. 

Mr.  Cruft  holds  two  religious  services  in  his 
chapel  on  the  Lord's  Day  to  rapidly  increasing 
audiences.  Many  persons  who  habitually  look  to 
this  mission  for  religious  guidance  are,  for  various 
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reasons,  absentees  from  public  worship;  and,  al- 
though there  is  an  increasing  call  for  a  Ministry 
at  Large  at  the  S^uth  End,  a  smaller  audience- 
room  would  answer  the  purposes  of  the  Fraternity 
in  this  quarter.  Measures  are  in  progress  which 
will  probably  issue  in  securing  for  you  such  ac- 
commodation at  an  expense  much  less  than  you 
are  at  present  subjected  to,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
open  the  way  for  the  establishment  of  a  self-sustain- 
ing church  in  that  rapidly  growing  section  of  our 
city.  Connected  with  the  Suffolk  Chapel  is  a  Sunday 
school,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  George  Mebriix, 
numbering  a  hundred  and  eighty  scholars.  From 
fifty  to  sixty  of  these  pupils  are  organized  as  an 
infant  school,  under  the  tuition  of  Mrs.  Barrt.  Mr. 
Cruft  holds,  once  a  week,  an  evening  "  neighborhood- 
meeting  "  and  a  teachers'  meeting,  which  is  equivalent 
to  a  general  Bible-class ;  also,  once  a  month,  a  prepar 
ratory  lecture.  Besides  these  directly  religious  instru- 
mentalities, the  mission  opens  its  rooms  and  summons 
laborers  for  adult  evening-schools,  the  expenses  of 
which  are  provided  for  by  the  city  government.  It 
is  believed  that  the  indirect  moral  advantage  of  these 
schools  is  sufficient  to  justify  the  interest  of  the 
Fraternity  in  them.  Mr.  Cruft  reports  98  pupils 
as  connected  with  this  department,  —  68  males, 
30  females.  The  ayerage  attendance  on  twenty-two 
evenings  has  been  53,  —  males,  36 ;  females,  17. 
The  largest  attendance  was  66 ;  the  smallest,  41.  Of 
Irish  birth,  there  have  been  48 ;  of  American,  33 ; 
of  English,  8;   of  German,  9.     Of  these  evening- 
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schools,  Mr.  Craft  has  a  general  oversight  But 
the  most  important  instrumentality  of  all  remains. 
Until  the  hour  of  ten  or  eleven,  Mr.  Cruft  waits  at 
home  for  calls  from  those  needing  his  services,  and 
receives  from  forty  to  fifty  a  week.  These  wants  he 
meets,  so  £u:  as  may  be,  on  his  way  to  the  office  in 
School  Street,  where  fresh  applications  are  made ;  and 
devotes  the  afternoon  to  visiting  from  house  to  house, 
to  the  extent  of  some  two  thousand  calls  in  the  year. 
These  household  ministrations  reach  out  far  beyond 
the  circle  of  regular  attendants  upon  public  worship, 
and  are  regarded  as  eminently  serviceable. 

2.  Associated  with  Mr.  Cruft,  in  his  neighborhood- 
meetings  and  in  his  visits  from  house  to  house,  is 
Mrs.  Babbt,  who  devotes  herself  particularly  to  a 
class  of  exposed  females,  aiming  to  throw  about  and 
keep  about  them  the  defences  of  home  and  church. 
She  has  found  employment  for  more  than  two  hun- 
dred persons ;  for  forty  children,  ten  of  whom  have 
been  adopted;  and  given  out  three  hundred  gar- 
ments, besides  making  use  of  her  own  strength  and 
taste  in  supplying  a  decent  outfit  for  fifty  females. 
She  is  a  spiritual  adviser  and  almoner,  and  very 
welcome  to  the  weary  and  tempted  and  heavy- 
laden. 

3.  Mr.  RuMPFF  is  also  stationed  in  the  southern 
section  of  the  city;  but  his  labors  are  not  confined 
to  that  quarter.  His  connection  with  this  ministry 
is  only  that  of  a  visitor.  He  has  called  upon  three 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  German  &milies,  some  of 
them  very  destitute.    Of  these  families,  a  hundred 
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and  twenty  were  IKoman-Catholic ;  a  hundred,  nomi- 
nally Protestant ;  and  the  remainder,  Lutheran.  He 
devotes  three  hours  a  day  to  the  service,  and  relieves 
physical  suffering  to  the  extent  of  the  means  placed 
at  his  disposal  He  has  sometimes  preached  to  sea- 
men from  the  decks  of  ships.  Infidelity  is  found  to 
be  very  prevalent  amongst  this^  class  of  our  citizens. 
Mr.  Rumpff  believes  that  he  has  had  some  success 
in  restoring  his  countrymen  to  religious  and  moral 
&ith,  and  in  removing  those  jealousies  and  prejudices 
which  would  keep  them  a  distinct  people  amongst 
us.  His  own  congregation  has  been  much  increased 
by  his  missionary  efforts;  and  many,  who  would 
otherwise  have  been  absent  from  public  worship, 
have  been  gathered  into  the  house  of  God. 

4.  Crossing  the  city,  we  come  to  the  Pitts-street 
Chapel,  where  Mr.  Winklet  carries  forward  the  work 
of  the  ministry  as  heretofore  by  two  regular  Sunday 
services,  two  sessions  of  the  Sunday  school,  and  a 
Sunday-evening  meeting ;  by  nine  gatherings  during 
the  week ;  and  by  calls  made  and  received.  Three 
hundred  families  are  connected  with  this  chapel.  A 
large  Sunday  school  is  held  morning  and  afternoon. 
Mr.  £.  C.  Guild  assists  in  the  superintendence  of 
this  school  during  one  part  of  the  day;  and  his 
services  have  been  very  acceptable  and  valuable.  It 
numbers  241  scholars  and  53  teachers  in  both  ses- 
sions. The  average  attendance  was,  in  the  a.m.,  33 
teachers  and  126  pupils;  in  the  p.m.,  33  teachers  and 
151  pupils.  The  Sunday-evening  meeting  is  more 
social  and  conversational   than   heretofore.     Much 
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attention  is  given  to  the  training  of  teachers  for  the 
Sunday  school:  during  every  week  of  the  month, 
there  are  two,  and  on  one  of  the  weeks  of  each 
month  three,  gatherings  for  this  purpose.  A  course 
of  normal  instruction  is  given  to  a  class  of  teachers. 
A  society  of  men,  called  the  Pitts-street  Associates, 
meet  for  debate  on  Wednesday  evenings  in  the 
vestry  of  the  chapel.  There  are  three  weekly  devo- 
tional meetings  for  as  many  circles. 

Miss  F.  S.  Merrill,  the  colleague  of  Mr.  Winkley, 
is  laboring,  as  heretofore,  devotedly  and  with  great 
acceptance ;  superintending  the  infant  school  on  Sun- 
day, and  looking  after  the  children  on  week-days, 
—  a  great  charge;  directing  a  flourishing  sewing- 
school  on  Wednesday  afternoons  ;  attending  two 
other  meetings  for  children;  giving  her  mornings 
to  calls;  and  performing  an  amoimt  of  incidental 
visiting  sufficient  to  occupy  every  moment  of  her 
time.  Thus  the  elder  and  younger  of  the  congre- 
gation are  summoned  for  the  religious  discipline  of 
mind  and  heart;  and  the  invitations  are  heartily 
accepted,  and  the  time  of  the  pastor  is  fully  and 
profitably  employed. 

5.  Dr.  BiGELow  devotes  himself  mainly  to  a  mini- 
stry from  house  to  house,  to  occasional  pulpit  services 
for  his  colleagues,  and  to  the  chaise  of  adult  even- 
ing-schools in  the  Pitts-street  Chapel.  He  reports 
twenty-five  hundred  visits  for  the  year;  a  smaller 
number  than  usual,  on  account  of  ill  health  and 
other  constraining  circumstances,  some  of  which  were 
fitted  to  make  such  visits  as  were  possible  more 
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valuable.  Three  hundred  tracts,  ninety  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  and  two  hundred  other  books,  have  been 
distributed.  Dr.  Bigelow  has  taught  a  Bible  class  in 
the  North  Mission,  on  Sunday  forenoon ;  and  another, 
at  noon,  in  Bulfinch-street  Vestry.  He  has  also 
officiated  as  heretofore  in  the  Home  for  Aged  and 
Destitute  Females;  and  has  supplied  the  pulpits  of 
the  chapels  ten  Sundays,  in  the  absence  of  the  other 
ministers,  during  the  summer  vacation. 

The  Pitts-street  evening^schools  were  opened  in 
November.  On  the  first  night,  a  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  presented  themselves,  —  double  the  number 
entered  on  the  list  at  th^  same  time  of  any  former 
season.  By  the  middle  of  December,  more  than  seven 
hundred  applicants,  of  both  sexes,  sought  admission : 
a  hundred  of  these  were  necessarily  excluded.  A 
thousand  might  easily  be  gathered,  were  the  accom- 
modation adequate.  William  G.  Weld,  Esq.,  and 
Miss  Lucy  M.  Beck,  have  done  admirable  service  as 
principals.  Mr.  Asa  Southworth  has  statedly  at- 
tended as  police  officer,  and  has  most  satisfactorily 
discharged  his  trust.  The  school  has  been  taught 
during  four  evenings  of  each  week,  —  two  evenings 
being  devoted  to  males,  and  two  to  females.  There 
have  been  twenty-two  classes  of  young  men,  and 
eighteen  of  young  women.  The  young  women  have 
been  well  supplied  with  teachers;  the  young  men 
not  so  well.  The  whole  number  of  instructors  is 
sixty,  of  whom  forty-four  form  a  permanent  list 
The  school  will  continue  until  the  close  of  the  third 
week  in  March.    Dr.  Bigelow  has  been  present  at 
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all  the  sessions  save  one.     No  part  of  the  expense 
of  these  schools  has  fallen  upon  the  Fraternity. 

Natives,  Provincials,  English,  Welsh,  Scotch,  Irish 
(the  latter  by  far  the  predominant  element),  Danes, 
Germans,  Swedes,  Spaniards,  Portuguese,  Italians,  a 
dozen  Africans,  two  pupUs  from  the  Azores,  and  one 
American  Indian,  parents  and  children  of  forty  years 
of  age  and  under,  compose  the  group  of  pupils. 

6.  Mrs.  BiGELOw  has  devoted  herself,  as  in  former 
years,  to  her  ministry  amongst  the  exposed  of  her 
own  sex ;  and,  after  a  suspension  for  some  months  of 
her  industrial  room,  re-opened  it  about  the  middle 
of  the  last  autumn ;  and  it  is  now  in  operation.  Her 
work  is  similar  to  that  carried  on  by  Mrs.  Barry  at 
the  southern  end  of  the  city,  with  the  added  charge 
of  the  employment-room  just  alluded  to,  which  is  a 
practical,  though  it  may  be  feared  rather  an  ineffect- 
ual, protest  against  the  painful  issue  of  the  economical 
law  of  demand  and  supply  in  a  greatly  overstocked 
department  of  female  industry. 

7.  The  North  Mission,  under  charge  of  Mr.  Scan- 
DLIN,  is  still  in  its  infancy,  and  yet  reports  the 
following  instrumentalities  and  works  in  progress: 
Nineteen  families  are  in  regular  attendance  upon  the 
ministry;  fourteen  families  are  connected  with  the 
mission,  but  unable,  by  reason  of  age  or  sickness,  to 
attend  divine  service ;  and  thirty-eight  families,  with- 
out being  enrolled  as  worshippers,  look  to  Mr.  Scan- 
dlin  as  their  pastor,  may  gradually  be  gathered  in,  and 
now,  in  some  cases,  send  their  children  to  the  Sunday 
school.     This  school  has  had  a  hundred  and  seventy 
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pupils  on  the  books ;  and  numbers  at  present  a  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  scholars,  whose  average  attend- 
ance, during  November,  December,  and  January,  was 
seventy.  It  is  imperfectly  supplied  with  teachers; 
there  being  only  ten  in  all.  Mr.  Scandlin  is  himself 
a  teacher ;  and  Mrs.  Scandlin  has  charge  of  the  in&nt 
department  of  twenty-nine  scholars.  The  library 
has  been  lately  increased  by  donations  from  the 
Sunday  school  of  the  Second  Church  and  from  Mr. 
Thomas  Graffield,  and  amounts  to  two  hundred  and 
ninety-four  volumes.  Mr.  Scandlin  holds  a  regular 
service  in  the  afternoon  and  evening,  and  a  Sunday 
school  in  the  morning,  of  the  Lord's  Day ;  a  teachers' 
meeting  and  a  preparatory  lecture  each  once  a  month. 
He  reports  two  thousand  visits  during  the  year.  The 
adult  evening-schools  were  opened  on  the  29th  of 
December,  1856,  and  have  been  held  four  evenings 
of  each  week.  Thirty-nine  men,  whose  average  at- 
tendance has  been  twenty,  have  been  taught  by  five 
teachers;  and  twenty-seven  women,  whose  average 
attendance  was  fifteen,  have  been  taught  by  four 
teachers.  These  schools,  on  account  of  the  imperfect 
supply  of  instructors,  have  pressed  heavily  upon  Mr. 
Scandlin ;  and  he  has  at  times  been  left  quite  alone. 
A  sewing-school,  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Scandlin,  was 
also  organized  Saturday  afternoon,  Dec.  27.  Begin- 
ning with  eight,  -  it  has  grown  to  an  average  attend- 
ance of  thirty,  under  five  teachers.  A  sewing-circle, 
also  directed  by  Mrs.  Scandlin,  and  connected  with 
the  congregation,  has  made  a  hundred  and  twelve 
garments  from  materials  contributed  by  friends. 
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lY.  As  has  already  been  remarked,  this  summary 
of  instrumentalities  is  largely  also  a  summary  of 
results.  The  congregations,  the  Sunday  and  day 
schools,  gathered  and  ministered  to,  the  calls  sought 
and  welcomed,  and  the  like,  must  so  be  regarded. 
But  it  is  pleasant  to  add,  that  your  ministers  speak 
of  their  work  in  a  hopeful  tone,  and,  whilst  they 
are  sensible  of  its  difficulties,  and  are  not  without 
their  discouragements,  find  enough  and  more  than 
enough  to  do,  and  are  rewarded  day  by  day  with 
cheering  results.  They  regret  more  than  any  thing 
the  deficiency  of  lay  co-operation.  This  is  especially 
felt  in  the  mission  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Scandlin. 
Will  not  our  Christian  laymen  put  their  shoulders  to 
the  wheel? 

In  the  work  of  relieving  the  physical  wants  of  the 
poor,  which  falls  to  your  missionaries  as  a  necessary 
incident  to  their  proper  calling,  they  find  the  usual 
difficulties,  especially  the  sore  and  growing  evil  of 
affordiDg  outright  charity,  alms  which  are  not  wages. 
It  is  a  matter  that  should  receive  more  careful  atten- 
tion from  almoners,  public  and  private;  but  your 
Committee  are  satisfied  that  they  are  dealing  with  it 
effectually,  though  indirectly,  by  all  that  is  done  to 
establish  more  perfectly  the  kingdom  of  God  in  the 
hearts  of  men  and  women  of  the  less  favored  classes. 
Let  what  we  are  endeavoring  to  accomplish  through 
this  miaistry  be  supplemented  by  a  wise  method  of 
alms-giving,  and  we  may  begin  to  hope  even  for 
cities  and  their  poor. 
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We  subjoin  the  following  statement  of  contribu- 
tions to  the  Poor's  Purse  of  the  Fraternity :  — 

Dr.  Bigelow  reports  the  following  receipts  and 
expenditures ;  — 

Dr. 

March  1,  1856.  Balance  on  hand  to  office  credit ^211.61 

May    10»  1866.  Semi-annual  dividend  from  Lienow  Fond  •    •    •  96.60 

Nov.  10,  1856.  Semi-annual  dividend  from  Lienow  Fund  .    .    •  109.40 

Feb.   24,  1857.  Voluntary  oontributions  of  frienda  to  date  •    •    .  1003.00 

fl420.61 
Cr. 

Office  rent  and  charitable  appropriationB  for  the  year,  since  March 

1,  1856 $1418.52 

Balance  on  hand  to  new  account $2.09  ^ 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  ladies  of  the  Tucker- 
man  Circle  have  kindly  contributed  in  monthly  re- 
mittances, through  their  treasurer,  Miss  Elizabeth  Q* 
Guild,  from  October  to  April,  the  amount  of  $619.39 ; 
the  proceeds  of  their  stated  gatherings  during  that 
period  Other  donations  have  been  received  by 
Dr.  Bigelow,  as  follows:  From  "Sisters  of  Mercy," 
an  order  on  Needlewoman's  Friend  Society,  to  the 
amount  of  $25 ;  clothing,  comforts,  for  the  sick,  and 
various  necessaries,  from  city  friends,  and  also  from  ^ 

ladies  in  Cambridge,  Waltham,  Lynn,  Dorchester, 
and  other  places ;  and  a  box  of  rubbers  from  Francis 
E.  Faxon,  Esq.  The  Federal-street  Church  has  con- 
tributed $20  to  the  Poor's  Purse  of  each  of  the 
ministers ;  and  the  South  Congregational  Society  has 
supplied  Mrs.  Barry,  in  aid  of  her  work,  with  $50. 
Mr.  Scandlin  also  acknowledges  contributions  &om 
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various  friends   of  his   Mission.     Mr.  KumpfiT  has 
been  aided  in  the  same  way.  * 

It  is  believed  that  the  Fraternity  may  look  back 
upon  the  work  of  the  past  year  with  satisfaction, 
and  forward  to  new  openings,  enlarged  plans,  and 
more  energetic  action,  in  the  time  to  come. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 


BUFUS  ELLIS,  Secretart/. 


'Mjlbjob,  1,  1857. 
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Bet.  Buvus  Ellis President 

Dr.  Sahvel  L.  Abbot Seoretaiy. 

Chart.ks  L.  Hatwabd Treasurer. 

Thomas  B.  Wales  and  Db.  Alezakoeb  Thomas        •       •       .  Delegates. 

SECOND  CHtJBCH  BBANCH. 

Bey.  Chandleb  Bobbius President 

Alexakdbb  S.  Whseleb Secretary. 

Alsxaitdeb  Beal Treasurer. 

JoHH  C.  Pabk  and  Albebt  FEABiNa Delegates. 

FEDEBAL-STBEET  BBANCH. 

Bey.  Db.  E.  S.  Gasvett President 

Charles  C.  Smith Secretary. 

GusTAvus  TucKSBMAK,  jun Treasurer. 

Pbinoe  Hawss  and  Fbancis  A.  Bbooks Delegates. 

SOUTH  CONGBEGATIONAL  BBANCH. 

Bev.  E.  E.  Hale President. 

Samuel  Wadswobth Secretary. 

Joseph  H.  Allen ....  Treasurer. 

Edwabd  B.  Mato  and  Gboros  MKBRnJ.       .  ...  Delegates. 


so  DELEGATES. 

CHURCH-GREEN  BRANCH. 

JosiAH  Stedhan President. 

James  G.  Pipkr Secietary. 

James  W.  Seyeb Treasurer. 

Wabbbk  Hapgood  and  Clbmbut  Willib Delegates. 

THIRTEENTH  CONGREGATIONAL  BRANCH. 

Bey.  J.  I.  T.  Cooudoe President. 

Fbahcis  Baker Secretaiy. 

Charles  L.  Damrell Treasurer. 

J.  S.  FARiiOw  and  N.  A.  Barrett Delegates. 

TWELFTH  CONGREGATIONAL  BRANCH. 

Ret.  Dr.  Saxusl  Barrett President. 

Abraham  G.  Wtman Secretary. 

EuFHALET  JoHES Treasuer. 

Isaac  D.  Farnsworth  and  Samuel  G.  Damok    ....  Delegates. 

bulfinch-street  branch. 

Rey.  Wzluam  R.  Alger President 

Samuel  Condon Secretary.  ^ 

Calyik  S.  Russell Treasnrer.  | 

Theophilus  Burr,  Jan.,  and  A.  L.  Burdxtt  .       .       ...       .  Delegates.  ^^ 

BRATTLE-STREET  BRANCH. 

Bet.  Dr.  S.  E.  Lothrop President 

Thornton  K.  Lothrop Secretary. 

George  M.  Teacher Treasurer. 

Abel  G.  Farwell  and  Abram  French Delegates. 

HOLLIS-STREET  BRANCH. 

Ret.  Thomas  Stars  King President 

Charles  A.  Mann     ....  Secretary. 

O.  G.  Chapman Treasnrer. 

Daniel  N.  TTAifgiCT.T.  and  B.  H.  Greene Delegates. 


NOTE.  •{ 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Fraternity  is  on  the  first  Sunday  of  March.  The  con- 
tributions of  the  Branches  should  be  paid  before  the  first  day  of  March,  when  the 
financial  year  begins. 

The  meeting  for  organization  is  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  March. 

The  other  regular  meetings  are  on  the  first  Sunday  of  June,  the  secoiul  Sunday 
of  October,  and  the  second  Sunday  of  December. 

The  delegates  are  divided  into  monthly  Committees.  Each  Committee,  during 
its  month,  visits  the  Chapels  and  Sunday  Schools  in  Pitts  Street  and  Shawmut 
Avenue  and  Hanover  Street  They  can,  if  they  see  fit,  also  attend  the  week-day 
services  of  the  Ministers. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  delegates  should  inform  the  Branches  of  the 
working  of  the  Ministry  at  Large. 
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VISITING     COMMITTEES. 


Aprilj  1867. 

Crables  L.  Hatwabd,  ChBlmum. 
CHABLE8  C.  Smith. 
Wabbsn  Hapoood. 

May. 

OuarrAYUB  Tuckkbiiaw,  jnn.,  dudr- 
Thomas  B.  Waives.  [num. 

GxosGs  M.  Thachbb. 

Jtuie, 

Albxasdkr  S.  Wheeleb,  Cludnnan. 
Chablbs  L.  Dambbll. 
Clemebt  Wilus. 
Edwabd  B.  Mato. 

Jfdy, 

Pbixcb  Hawbs,  Chidrman. 
JOHK  C.  Pabk. 
Abbaram  G.  Wtmab. 
OziAs  G.  Chapmab. 

August. 

B.  H.  Gbeebe,  Ghainnan. 
Isaac  D.  Fabbswobth. 
johb  p.  robibsok. 
Calvxb  S.  Bussell. 

September. 

K.  A.  Babbett,  Chairman. 
Gboboe  Mbbbill. 
Samuel  G.  Damob. 
A.  L.  Bubditt. 
Fbabcu  Bakbb. 


October. 

Samuel  Wadbwobth,  Ghainnan. 
Dabiel  K.  Haskell. 
James  W.  Seybb. 
Theofbilub  Bubb,  jnn. 

November. 

Thobbtob  K.  Lothbop,  Chairman. 

Albxabdeb  Bbal. 

Db.  Albxabdeb  Thomas. 

December. 

Samuel  Cobdob,  Chairman. 
Abel  G.  Fabwell. 
Fbanois  Bakeb. 
K.  A.  Babbett. 

January,  1868. 

Albebt  Fbabibo,  Chairman. 
Abbam  Fbxbch. 
Db.  Samuel  L.  Abbot. 
J.  S.  Fablow. 

February. 

Clemebt  Willis,  Chairman. 
F.  A.  Bbookb. 
CBABLEa  A.  Mabk. 

March. 

James  G.  Pipeb,  Chairman. 
Joseph  H.  Allen. 
Euphalbt  Jobbs. 
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REPORT. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of 
Churches  respectfully  report,  that  the  work  of  the  Ministry 
at  Large  has  been  carried  forward,  during  the  past  year,  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow,  Rev.  Messrs.  Crupt,  Winkley,  Scandlin, 
Squire,  and  Ubelaceer  ;  and  by  Mrs.  Bigelow,  Mrs.  Barry, 
and  Miss  F.  S.  Merrill. 

Rev.  Edmund  Squire,  pastor  of  the  Union  Society  in  the 
part  of  our  city  known  as  Washington  Village,  was  invited, 
on  the  27th  of  July,  to  devote  a  portion  of  his  efforts  to  the 
objects  of  the  Fraternity  in  his  immediate  neighborhood; 
and  he  accepted  the  charge  so  intrusted  to  him. 

Rev.  A.  Rumpff  having  been  called  to  another  field  of 
labor,  the  Executive  Committee  engaged  the  Rev.  A.  Ubol- 
acker,  his  successor  in  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  German 
Lutheran  congregation  in  the  southern  section  of  our  city, 
to  act  as  a  Minister  at  Large  amongst  his  countrymen. 
The  condition  of  the  treasury  permitted  only  a  limited 
engagement  for  a  very  trifling  compensation  ;  but  the  ser- 
vice was  cheerfully  undertaken  in  a  true  missionary  spirit, 
and  has  been  steadily  prosecuted  since  Oct.  1, 1857. 

YourT36mmittee  have  received  during  the  past  year,  as 
residuary  legatees  under  the  will  of  the  late  Thomas 
Tarbell,  Esq.,  tho  sum  of  $15,461.81.    They  would  grate- 
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fully  acknowledge  the  noble  and  judicious  liberality  which 
has  so  abundantly  added  to  the  means  at  their  disposal  for 
the  promotion  of  the  ends  of  your  ministry. 

The  proposition  made  to  the  Executive  Committee,  during 
the  year,  for  the  purchase  of  Suffolk  Chapel,  which  received 
the  approbation  of  the  Board,  did  not  prove  satisfactory  to 
those  who,  as  it  had  been  supposed,  would  become  pur- 
chasers of  the  property ;  and  your  Committee  have  taken 
measures  to  restore  the  said  Chapel  exclusively  to  the  uses 
for  which  it  was  originally  designed.  They  present  here- 
with the  Reports  of  your  Ministers  at  Large  for  the  year 
which  has  just  come  to  an  end.  You  will  gather  from  them 
that  your  various  operations  are  going  forward  with  great 
success,  and  that  nothing  but  an  enlargement  of  your  pecu- 
niary resources  is  needed  to  secure  results  even  greater  and 
more  satisfactory  than  those  to  which  your  attention  is  now 
invited. 


REPORT  OF  REV.  DR.  BIGELOW. 


Of  the  calls  and  visits  strictly  connected  with  my 

mission,  made  during  the  closing  year,  the  number  booked  is  2,650 ; 
somewhat  passing  the  list  of  that  preceding,  but  not  reaching  the 
figure  anticipated  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  year. 
Domestic  causes,  with  a  load  of  unexpected  cares,  anxieties,  and 
sorrows,  combined  for  a  while  to  frustrate  many  of  my  cherished 
plans,  —  indeeH,  at  a  period,  to  demand  a  suspension  of  my  work, 
beyond  indispensable  calls  of  missionary  labor.  But  with  the 
return  of  brightening  smiles,  in  God*s  mercies  to  my  house,  my 
heart,  relieved  from  an  oppressive  weight,  entered  with  fresh  devo- 
tion into  the  active  duties  assigned  me ;  and  strength  has  been  given 
me  to  undergo  a  greater  amount  of  toil  in  their  performance  — 
and  which  has  been  gladly  spent,  especially  within  the  four  months 
past  —  than  I  remember  to  have  sustained  for  the  same  space  since 
my  entrance  on  the  service. 

My  Tract  distributions  have  been  continued  as  calls  and  oppor- 
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tunities  have  inTited,  —  the  numher  circulated  exceeding  eighteen 
hundred,  aside  from  a  variety  of  other  usual  publications.  Of  books, 
miscellaneous  and  instructive,  I  have  distributed  upwards  of  eighty 
bound  volumes ;  and  of  the  book  of  books,  —  the  Bible,  —  forty -three 
copies,  and  seventy-six  Testaments.  An  hour  daily  has  been  given 
to  the  Central  Office,  protracted  when  made  necessary  by  its  duties. 
With  the  exception  of  this,  and  the  early  part  of  the  day  set  apart 
for  home-calls  (or  rather  callers)  and  applications,  my  time  has  been 
mainly  lent  to  the  business  of  visitation.  To  secure  it,  my  usage 
has  been  to  prosecute  the  work  fasting,  —  seldom  returning,  once 
abroad,  to  join  my  family  till  late  at  eventide  ;  and  frequently,  as 
on  school-nights,  till  a  deeper  hour  of  the  darksome  shade.  It  is 
no  sacrifice,  such  abstinence :  habit  has  made  it  easy  and  familiar, 
even  when  prolonged  after  the  morning  repast  for  ten,  twelve,  or 
fourteen  hours.  Four  of  my  evenings  weekly  have  been  given  to 
the  Pitts-street  Evening  School ;  from  which,  with  a  solitary  excep- 
tion in  the  boys'  department,  I  have  not  been  absent  at  its  sessions 
since  its  opening  in  early  November.  The  oversight  is  pleasantly 
wearying,  so  to  speak.  It  is  attended  with  anxiety,  never  banished 
from  its  beginning  to  the  close ;  and  divers  subsidiary  duties  arc 
involved  in  the  care,  in  order  to  a  successful  issue.  My  assistant 
offices  have  been  ever  ready  at  the  call  of  my  brethren  in  the 
Ministry  at  Large.  They  have  been  seldom  needed  for  their  relief 
in  the  public  duties  of  the  sabbath ;  the  supply  of  their  pulpits  by 
reason  of  absence  or  sickness  having  devolved  upon  me  but  on 
seven  sabbaths  during  the  year.  I  have  continued  to  instruct 
an  interesting  and  advanced  Bible  Class  of  adults  in  the  vestry  of 
Bulfinch-street  Church.  A  second  class,  conducted  for  two  years 
and  a  quarter  at  the  North  Mission,  was  relinquished  after  the  third 
Sunday  of  March  last;  the  service  required  being  found  to  draw  too 
largely  on  the  time  needed  for  other  appropriate  sabbath  uses.  It 
was  undertaken  as  an  auxiliary  aid  to  the  Mission  in  its  "  days  of 
small  things,"  and  in  token  of  hearty  fellowship  and  sympathy  with 
the  brother  specially  assigned  to  that  field  of  labor,  in  the  early  and 
doubtful  struggles  of  the  movement.  But  with  the  growth  of  the 
Mission,  and  the  access  of  new  helpers,  my  personal  share  of  contri- 
butive  taskwork  was  rendered  less  necessary,  and  accordingly  with- 
drawn. 

During  four  months  of  the  year,  I  have  performed  the  duties  of 
chaplain  to  the  Home  of  Aged  and  Indigent  Females,  preaching 
on  the  sabbath,  —  personally,  never  by  substitute,  —  and  meeting 
the  various  other  calls  incident  to  the  charge.  Indeed,  my  close 
relations  to  the  institution  impose  at  other  times  duties  which  are 
among  the  most  pleasurable  of  the  subsidiary  offices  to  which  I  am 
called  in  my  walks  and  ministrations. 

The  Evening  School  (Pitts  Street),  whose  claims  on  my  atten- 
tion have  been  already  alluded  to,  has  flourished  beyond  precedent. 
In  the  mcUMel  we  have  abounded,  and  have  been  better  helped  by 
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teacbers.  At  its  opening  (Nov.  9),  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
male  applicants  presented  themselves  for  admission ;  and  on  the 
night  following,  in  the  girls'  department,  eighty-seven  more  were 
added ;  making  three  hundred  and  fifteen  at  the  start.  Our  accom- 
modations were  limited ;  and  there  was  a  necessity  of  applying 
trenchant  rules  of  exclusion  at  once.  Upwards  of  a  hundred  have 
been  shut  out  from  the  school  who  have  sought  its  privileges ;  and 
six  hundred  and  seventy  pupils  have  been  admitted  and  booked. 
With  space  adequate,  we  could  have  received  and  classed  eight  hun- 
dred scholars.  The  opening  of  other  schools  has  produced  no 
diminution  in  our  numbers.  Our  posters  were  sent  out  on  a  Satur- 
day night ;  and  on  the  Monday  evening  following,  on  going  down 
to  the  chapel  vestry,  I  found  the  door  beset  by  two  hundred  men 
and  boys  awaiting  the  signal  for  opening,  and  clamorous  for  admis- 
sion. The  arrangements  have  been  much  the  same  as  heretofore, 
with  an  additional  class  for  the  girls,  —  forty-one  in  all ;  twenty- 
two  classes  in  the  male  department,  and  nineteen  in  the  female. 
Number  of  pupils  registered  in  the  former,  three  hundred  and 
eighty;  in  the  latter,  two  hundred  and  ninety.  The  last  is  an 
excess  of  dixty-four  beyond  the  total  of  the  former  year: — average 
nightly  attendance  in  both  departments  collectively,  for  the  effective 
part  of  the  season,  being  three  hundred  and  ten, — a  marked  advance 
on  the  returns  of  previous  years,  the  usual  attendance  having  been 
but  two-fiflhs  of  the  total  number  enrolled, — so  many  on  our  list 
being  unable  to  avail  themselves  for  more  than  one  night  weekly  of 
the  advantages  of  the  school.  The  services  of  Mr.  William  6.  Weld 
and  Miss  Lucy  M.  Beck  were  re-engaged  for  the  superintendence, 
respectively,  of  the  young  men's  and  girls'  departments.  They  have 
discharged  their  duties  altogether  satisfactorily,  surpassing  their 
merits  in  former  years,  and  are  entitled  to  great  commendation.  Our 
list  of  teachers,  for  longer  or  shorter  periods,  during  the  season,  has 
been  well-nigh  seventy.  The  permanent  staff  has  numbered  forty- 
eight.  Mr.  John  B.  Eastman,  the  police-officer  nightly  in  attend- 
ance, —  a  gentlemanly,  unobtrusive,  and  intelligent  roan,  —  has 
rendered  efficient  service,  aside  from  his  office,  by  the  gratuitous  in- 
struction of  classes,  whenever,  from  causes  unlooked  for,  they  have 
been  deprived  of  the  presence  of  regular  teachers.  The  school 
will  be  continued  till  the  19th  of  March.  Its  pupils,  I  may  add, 
have  embraced  an  assemblage  of  many  ^  peoples,  kindreds,  and 
tongues."  We  have  had  natives — outside  of  the  ^  States,"  Canada, 
and  the  Provinces  —  from  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland;  from 
France  and  Italy ;  from  Germany,  Sweden,  Norway,  and  Poland ; 
besides  several  Africans,  and  a  native  of  Brazil. 

I  have  not  spoken  of  the  Industrial  Room,  Lynde  Street,  as  it 
is  a  special  branch  of  Mrs.  Bigelow's  operations.  I  only  advert  to 
it  for  the  sake  of  saying,  that  after  its  closure  in  early  summer,  in 
consequence  of  her  failing  health,  it  was  re-opened  on  the  1st  of 
January  for  the  benefit  of  many  worthy,  needy  classes  for  whom  it 
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was  intended  It  is  both  the  channel  and  instrumentality  for  the 
diffusion  of  manifold  blessings  to  the  suffering  and  deserving.  The 
sphere  of  its  beneficent  influence  is  daily  widening.  The  charge  of 
its  maintenance  from  year  to  year  —  some  four  hundred  dollars  — 
is  cheerfully  met,  without  stipulated  assistance  in  any  measure  or 
form  from  other  quarters,  by  drafU  on  the  slender  resources^ 
rendered  yet  more  slender  by  the  disastrous  vicissitudes  of  the  last 
few  months  —  within  my  personal  disposal. 

As,  moreover,  of  stewards  it  is  required  that  they  be  found  faith- 
ful, a  financial  abstract  of  the  amount  and  expenditures  of  the 
moneys  which  have  passed  through  my  hands  for  the  charitable 
purposes  of  the  Ministry  at  Large  is  appended  to  this  communica- 
tion ;  with  some  observations  subjoined,  which  the  topic  and  times 
have  suggested. 

Axmxcrs  ow  EaoxzFTi  and  Expbnditubu  vob  thb  Tbas  1857-8. 

Receipts, 
'  1867. 

Karch  2.    Balance  on  hand  to  new  account $2.09 

JTune  18.    Becelved  from  Joseph  H.  Allen,  Esq.,  semi-annual  divi- 
dend from  Lienow  Fund   111.90 

Nor.  24.    Beceived  from  the  same,  from  Lienow  Fund    ....        96.60 

1858. 
Feb.  27.    Amount  of  voluntary  oontributiona  firom  friends  to  date,      1441.00 

Total $1651.59 

Cr. 
1858. 
Feb.  27.    Paid  total  of  office  expenses  and  appropriations    .    .    .  $1549.19 
Balance  on  hand  to  new  account 102.40 

Total  as  above $1651.59 

Our  Office  expenses,  as  usual,  have  been  kept  at  the  minimum ; 
not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  ninety  dollars,  including  rent,  wages 
of  lad,  fuel,  stationary,  and  sundries ;  leaving  the  balance  of  re- 
ceipts exclusively  for  charitable  distributions.  For  so  small  a 
deduction  in  behalf  of  the  Central  Office,  not  only  is  provision  made 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  with  its  kindred 
instrumentality,  the  agency  of  the  Children's  Mission,  but  a  conve- 
nient place  is  secured  for  the  calls  and  references  of  the  friends  and 
patrons  of  this  ministry,  and  the  numerous  applicants  they  consign 
to  the  care  or  notice  of  the  servants  in  the  work. 

Much  the  larger  part  of  our  funds  for  the  year,  independently  of 
the  Lienow  dividends,  has  been  received  since  the  Ist  of  January ; 
and,  of  these,  more  than  half  within  the  space  of  three  weeks. 
The  annual  amount  of  our  receipts,  as  will  be  perceived,  exceeds 
by  the  sum  of  $230.99  the  total  for  the  previous  year  (1856-7)  ; 
a  result  far  better  than  our  fears,  and  passing,  till  recently,  our 
anxioiM  hopes.    The  solicitude  which  weighed  upon  our  minds  in 
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respect  to  the  many  needy,  dependent  objects  of  our  care,  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  winter,  has  been  farther  relieved  by  the  generouB 
aid  of  our  ever-sympathizing  friends,  the  ladies  of  tlie  Tuckerman 
Circle.  Their  contributions,  made  in  seven  monthly  instalments, 
commencing  with  March,  1857,  have  amounted  to  $727.07  ;  being 
an  excess  of  $107.68  over  the  sum  of  the  year  next  preceding, 
and  a  measure  of  liberality  considerably  in  advance  of  all  former 
experience. 

Additionally  to  the  foregoing,  it  is  my  grateful  office  to  record 
sundry  generous  helps  from  other  quarters ;  namely :  — 

An  order  on  the  Needlewoman's  Friend  Society,  by  its  President,  Mrs.  Thomas 
B.  Wales,  for  goods  to  the  amount  of  thirty  dollars  for  charitable  dL>tri- 
butions. 

An  order  for  three  barrels  of  flour  on  Suffolk-County  Mills,  from  Daniel  Ham- 
mond*, Esq. 

Two  boxes,  freighted  with  boots,  shoes,  and  rubbers,  —  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pairs  in  all,  —  contributed  by  Messrs.  Francis  £.  Faxon  and  Co. 

Two  bundles  of  sheets  and  pillow-cases  —  forty-two  articles  —  from  the  Ladies' 
Sewing  Circle,  First  Church. 

One  bundle  children's  clothing  —  fourteen  articles  —  from  the  Toung  Ladies' 
Sewing  Circle,  Bulflnch -street  Society,  per  Miss  Abby  Davis. 

Also  some  two  dozen  packages  of  goods  and  clothing  received  from  divers 
other  quarters. 

The  liberality  of  the.  Messrs.  Faxon  deserves  a  special  notice. 
Their  first  box  reached  us  on  the  6th  of  November;  their  se- 
cond, on  Dec  30 ;  each  wholly  unsolicited  and  unexpected.  The 
contents  were  all  of  best  quality,  carefully  assorted  and  adapted. 
They  have  been  of  immense  service  to  our  suffering  poor.  Our 
heartfelt  thanks  are  renewed  to  these  gentlemen  for  their  generous 
aids,  so  largely  extended,  in  enabling  us  to  meet  such  class  of  calls ; 
and  a  grateful  sense  is  cherished  for  all  the  favors  rendered  by 
the  many  friends  whose  liberality  we  have  experienced,  to  a  de- 
gree surpassing  our  expectations  at  the  commencement  of  the  win- 
try season. 

The  dispensing  of  such  eleemosynary  aids  is  a  duty  painfully 
anxious,  —  full  of  responsibilities.  It  is  inseparably  incident,  under 
existing  circumstances,  to  the  office  of  a  city  missionary.  In  a 
ministry  to  the  classes  committed  to  our  care,  or  which  we  are 
bound  to  seek  out  and  to  serve,  it  is  impossible  to  separate  a  con- 
cern for  their  bodies  from  a  care  for  their  souls ;  to  extinguish 
sympathy  for  the  one,  and  concentrate  it  wholly  on  the  other ;  at 
least,  to  withhold  the  material  aids  demanded  by  the  necessities  of 
the  former,  without  (aside  from  other  consequences)  bringing  into 
suspicion  and  distrust  the  reality  of  the  tenderness  felt  for  the 
deeper  wants  of  a  poor  man's  spiritual  nature.  It  is  true  that 
there  are  agents  specially  assigned  to  the  care  of  the  outward, 
physical  wants  of  the  needy.  We  rejoice  that  there  are  such,  —  that 
they  are  so  many,  —  be  they  but  wise  and  humane,  prompt  at  call, 
and  efficient  in  working.    But  the  cases  are  manifold,  daily  occurring 
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under  oar  observatioD,  in  which  relief  may  not  be  retarded ;  cases 
also  involving  such  delicacy  of  treatment,  as  well  as  urgency  of 
succor,  that  the  duty  of  action  cannot  be  deputized  to  others,  much 
less  to  strangers.  And  should  we  essay  it,  so  long  as  the  maxim 
holds  true,  that  *^  Time  is  money,"  we  or  others  must  suffer  from 
the  experiment ;  for  whilst  looking  up  the  precarious  dole  here,  or 
some  indispensable  auxiliary  boon  therey  not  only  the  immediate 
objects  of  our  solicitudes  languish  with  "  hope  deferred,"  but  other 
claimants  on  our  sjrmpathies  miss  our  presence ;  and  the  reach  of 
our  charitable  influences,  in  the  deeper  sense  of  the  expression,  is 
proportionably  circumscribed.  For  myself,  in  the  broader  relation 
of  a  Minister  at  Large  than  others,  perhaps,  of  my  brethren,  an 
additional  burden  is  thrown  (never  so  serious  as  during  the  few 
months  past)  of  attending  to  the  multifarious  canes  of  applicants 
referred, — less  of  the  ccute,  Poor,  than  the  actual  Pauperized  ckxsseSy 
sent  by  the  friends  and  patrons  of  this  mission  for  the  compassionate 
attention  and  care  of  its  ministers.  Most  of  the  cases  so  consigned 
are  of  the  vagrant,  mendicant  order.  They  devolve  as  a  proper 
charge  upon  the  City  or  State.  But  their  squalor,  and  apparent 
pitiable  wretchedness,  commend  them  to  the  humanity  of  the  benevo- 

i'^  lent    Some  attention,  nevertheless,  is  required  to  such  cases.    Cour- 

tesy on  the  one  hand,  no  less  than  compassion  on  the  other,  claims  it. 
They  may  be  meritorious:  the  probability  is  otherwise.  In  the 
former  case,  after  due  investigation,  relief  is  afforded.  In  all,  with 
rare  exceptions,  — •■  palpable  for  reasons  on  the  face,  —  reports  are 
submitted,  the  duty  of  which,  collectively,  is  no  light  task  amid 
the  hurried,  crowded  calls  of  our  brief  wintry  days ;  but,  happily,  the 
nights  at  such  pressing  season,  are  long. 

I  cannot  close  without  expressing  regrets  at  the  prevalent  mis- 
takes among  the  benevolent,  by  their  overlooking  the  distinctions 
intimated ;  viz.,  confounding  the  poor  with  the  pauperized  elements 
of  Boston,  —  the  legitimate  objects  of  our  care  with  others  foreign 
to  it,  alien  and  heterogeneous  in  their  character  and  composition. 
We  respect  the  sympathy  which  yearns  at  the  sight  of  human 
wretchedness,  though  it  look  not  beyond  the  garb  to  the  object, 
from  the  mask  to  the  form  and  substance  it  screens  and  hides. 

r  But  the  application  of  alms  at  impulse  is  frequently  hurtful.     It 

should  be  cautiously  and  discriminatively  rendered.  There  should 
be  knowledge  of  the  facts,  —  the  sympathies  of  benevolence  be 
guided  and  swayed  understandingly.  Nor  should  private  and  asso- 
ciate philanthropy  attempt  too  much.  A  multitude  of  the  objects 
craving  relief  in  our  city,  and  begging  from  house  to  house,  have 
no  proper  claim  upon  individual  charities ;  nor,  indeed,  the  munici- 
pal :  the  burden  of  thejr  support  should  fall  upon  the  State.  But, 
so  long  as  our  community  consents  to  bear  the  impost,  it  is  shifted 
from  the  right  shoulders  to  the  wrong.  The  difficulty  is  not 
reached,  the  evil  of  pauperism  is  not  diminished ;  contrarily,  it  is 
fostered  and  increased.    It  is  the  fault  of  many,  perhaps  most,  of  our 

2 


10  TWENTT-POURTH   ANNUAL    EKPORT. 

beneyolent  societies,  that  they  jumble  the  classes  of  the  poor ;  blend- 
ing those,  on  whom  their  labors  and  offices  can  alone  be  hopefully 
spent,  with  others  on  whom  no  permanent  good  can  be  wrought, 
and  to  whom  their  agency  must  be  restricted  to  the  occasional  dole 
of  alms.  It  is  forgotten  that  we  have  a  vast  mass  of  foreign  im- 
ported pauperism,  as  such,  thrown  into  the  midst  of  us,  bodily 
conyeyed  hither  from  the  countries,  the  homes  and  haunts,  of  its 
unseemly  birth,  unchanged  —  unchangeable  for  the  most  part — in 
instincts,  habits,  and  capacities.  Transplantation  with  them  is  no 
transformation:  it  modifies  character  in  no  essential  particular. 
Gregariously  they  come ;  gregarious  they  remain ;  and  the  only 
power  they  deferentially  bow  to  is  the  all-dominant,  slavish,  inexo- 
rable rule  of  their  priests.  Truly  they  illustrate  the  wisdom  of  the 
sentiment  enunciated  two  thousand  years  ago :  "  Coelum  non  ani- 
mum  mutant,  qui  trans  mare  currunt,"  — 

They  cross  the  seas;  and  skies,  not  minds,  are  changed. 

I  would  by  no  means  be  understood  as  meaning  that  these  should 
be  all  uncared  for,  —  that  they  should  be  left  to  famish  or  suffer. 
No :  ^  It  is  not  the  will  of  our  heavenly  Father  that  one  of  the 
least  of  these  should  perish."     But  their  proper  maintenance,  I 
repeat,  is  for  the  public.     The  State  should  take  them  under  its 
motherly  care,  when  devoid  of  a  claim  on  our  nearer  corporate 
authorities ;  and  it  wotdd  do  so,  —  certainly  on  a  more  liberal  scale 
than  at  present,  and  ultimately  to  a  full  and  adequate  extent,  —  were 
it  not  for  the  well-known  ready  intervention  of  private  and  sociail 
charities.     At  this  time,  the  Almhouses  of  Tewksbury  and  Bridge- 
water  are  not  full ;  and  neither  the  number  of  their  inmates,  nor 
press  for  admission,  has  been  greater  than  in  the  former  year.    The 
forty  to  fifty  thousand  dollars  dispensed  by  our  city  overseers  for 
the  relief  of  want  within  the  last  few  months  has  not  stanched  the 
evil  of  mendicancy  in  our  city.     The  thirty  thousand  dollars  more, 
raised  by  the  voluntary  benefactions  of  our  citizens,  and  disbursed 
through  the  channels  of  our  various  benevolent  societies  and  insti- 
tutions generally,  have  not  availed  to  arrest  or  stifle  its  inappeasable 
cry.     Nor  would  they  do  so,  with  double  the  amount  of  means,  by 
the  present  method  of  distribution  and  management,  —  reducing 
all  to  a  common  level,  the  poor  and  paupers,  natives  and  foreign- 
ers ;  making  a  canglomercUe  of  the  whole ;  treating  all  its  consti- 
tuent parts  alike,  save  with  an  undue  indulgence  to  the  most 
clamorous  and  undeserving.     The  tendency  is,  and  the  certain  effect 
has  been,  to  draw  hither,  to  centralize  and  condense,  a  still  larger 
and  more  frightful  amount  of  downright,  dependent  pauperism  in 
the  midst  of  us ;   and  mendicancy  was  never  so  rife,  beggars  were 
never  so  numerous,  so  obtrusive  and  exacting,  in  Boston,  as  at  the 
present  time.     The  mischief  is  cumulative,  rapidly  so  ;  and  it  will 
continue  to  swell,  so  long  as  societies  and  the  abused  benevolence  of 
our  citizens  will  be  shaped  so  prevailingly  to  present  aims ;  to  com- 
pass that  which  is  simply  impossible;  to  extinguish  pauperism  by 
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the  profasest  dispersion  of  alms ;  —  an  attempt  as  futile  (in  the  case 
of  Boston,  one  of  the  great  entrepots  of  the  tides  of  impoverished 
immigration  flowing  in  npon  our  land  from  other  climes),  —  as 
futile,  I  repeat,  as  to  stop  an  inundation,  or  bail  out  the  sea  with 
a  bucket 

In  New  York,  the  Society  for  improving  the  Condition  of  the 
Poor,  from  which  our  ^  Provident "  Institution  was  chiefly  modelled, 
found  itself  early  compelled  to  adopt  stringent  regulations  with 
respect  to  the  classes  of  its  beneficiaries.  Instructions,  carefully 
framed,  were  issued  to  its  numerous  distributive  agents  for  due 
discrimination  of  the  suitable  subjects  of  their  charities ;  to  sepa- 
rate all  such  as  bore  the  ^  corporation  mark,"  or  were  rightfully 
the  city's  charge,  and  these  to  consign  to  the  almshonse-department 
at  the  office  of  the  ''Ten  Governors;"  and  others  (the  former), 
the  major  body  of  indigent  aliens,  to  refer  at  once  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Emigration,  alone  properly  chargeable  with  their  keeping 
in  behalf  of  the  State.  By  this  method,  the  resources  of  the  society 
were  wisely  husbanded,  and  made  applicable  to  more  legitimate 
objects  of  relief.  And  like  measures  must  be  adopted  among  our- 
selves, in  order  to  remedy  great  practical  injustice  to  our  own  suf- 
fering, native  poor ;  and  to  repress  the  growth  of  social  evils  which 
all  must  deplore,  and  which  are  sure,  by  the  continuance  of  the 
existing  system  of  operations,  to  multiply  and  be  perpetuated. 

For  myself,  in  this  humble  province  of  ministration,  with  the 
straitened  means  intrusted  to  my  care  for  the  succor  of  honest  indi- 
gence, I  have  felt  a  more  than  ordinary  weight  of  responsibility 
laid  upon  me  during  the  past  season.  As  a  missionary  to  the  poor, 
not  to  paupers^  the  charities  bestowed  by  me  have  been  dispensed, 
BO  far  as  piiacticable,  exclusively  for  the  aid  and  comfort  of  the  for- 
mer ;  and  they  have  studiously  been  applied  in  ways  and  forms 
consistently  with  the  claims  of  delicacy  and  self-respect  The 
friends,  whose  kindly  benefactions  have  passed  through  my  hands, 
may  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they  have  cheered 
and  refreshed  many  a  drooping  heart,  have  brightened  many  a 
gloomy  fireside,  and  spread  with  plenty  many  an  impoverished 
board.  Their  charities  have  gone  where  the  higher  offices  of  the 
Christian  missionary  were  at  the  same  time  welcomed ;  where 
souls  hungered  for  the  bread  and  the  waters  of  life ;  where  they 
were  taught  to  look  to  that  ''better  land,"  in  which  hunger  and 
thirst  are  unknown,  —  to  the  "  Lamb  that  is  in  the  midst  of  the 
throne,"  who  feeds  his  people  with  immortal  fruits,  —  to  a  fellow- 
ship with  the  "great  multitude,"  who,  redeemed  from  sin  and  trials, 
pains  and  death,  are  strangers  to  any  more  want,  ^-  made  safe  and 
for  ever  enrolled  with  the  blessed  company  of  them  that  "  eat  bread 
in  the  kingdom  of  God." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Akdrew  Bigelow. 

Boston,  Feb.  26, 186S. 
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REPORT  OF  SOUTH-END  MINISTRY  AT  LARGE, 

This  Report  finds  the  Ministry  at  Large,  at  the  South  End,  in  a 
prosperous  and  effective  condition,  more  so  than  anj  previous  one  of 
its  present  incumbent ;  and  this  contrary  to  all  expectation  a  twelve- 
month, and  more  especially  a  six-month,  ago.  The  uncertainty  that  , 
has  hung  over  its  future,  as  report?  everywhere  have  prevailed 
that  the  Chapel  was  to  be  disposed  of;  that  its  ministry  was  to  be 
removed  or  merged,  or  even  was  to  be  given  up,  having  proved  a 
*^  failure,"  —  all  this,  as  might  be  supposed,  had  a  damaging  effect 
upon  its  prosperity.  But,  thanks  to  the  co-operation  of  true  friends 
from  abroad,  and  the  awakened  zeal  of  steadfast  friends  within  its 
borders,  under  the  smiles  of  a  benignant  Providence,  the  doud 
quickly  passed  over,  yielding  to  the  sunshine  of  a  brighter,  and  we 
trust  long-continued  day.  It  was  well  that  the  Chapel  was  not  dis- 
posed of.  The  Ministry  at  Large  would  have  been  shorn  of  a 
large  part  of  its  effective  force;  so  many  and  sacred  were  the 
associations  connected  with  it,  so  genial  a  Christian  home  it  had 
proved  to  so  many  souls.  It  specially  needs  a  centre  for  its  cir-  'S 
cumference,  and  just  such  a  centre  as  the  Chapel  affords,  as  the 
testimony  even  of  the  most  limited  experience  must  abundantly 
confirm.  The  radiations-  would  have  been  greatly  hindered  in  a 
Hall,  or  a  new  locality.  There  is  no  vestry  to  be  found  in  the  city 
more  light,  airy,  capacious,  all  entirely  above  ground,  and  so  fitted 
for  the  many  and  peculiar  wants  of  this  Mission,  as  this  prized  one 
of  the  Chapel.  To  have  lost  this,  would  have  been  to  have  lost 
half  the  battle. 

We  will  speak  briefly  of  the  uses  to  which  our  vestry  is  put.  To 
ftegin  with  its  use  on  the  first  day  of  the  week.  As  many  as  two 
hundred  have  received  religious  instruction  there,  in  connection  with 
the  Sunday  School^  during  the  past  year.  The  present  number  be- 
longing to  the  school  is  larger  than  at  any  previous  period  (being 
two  hundred  and  ten),  as  many  as  fifty  of  whom  have  been  added 
during  the  last  three  months.  We  still  want  more  teachers  to  re- 
tain and  farther  add  to  these.  A  very  encouraging  circumstance  is  ^ 
the  formation,  with  the  new  year,  of  an  Adult  Bible -CkuSj  with  an 
average  attendance  of  twenty-five,  and  composed  chiefly  of  parents. 
The  members  are  of  both  sexes,  of  ages  ranging  from  above  twenty 
to  threescore  and  ten.  To  the  kindness  of  Mr.  John  C.  Park,  we 
are  mainly  indebted  for  the  establishment  and  success  of  this  class. 
It  affords  a  striking  proof  of  what  might  yet  farther  be  accom- 
plished for  the  permanent  prosperity  of  this  Mission,  if  other  of  its 
professed  friends  would  "  come  over  "  and  do  likewise. 

On  Monday  and  Wednesday  evenings,  the  vestry  has  been  used 
by  classes  for  instruction  in  sacred  music,  under  the  charge  of  the 
leader  of  the  Chapel  choir. 
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On  Tuesdaj  and  Fridaj  evenings,  the  usual  Aduli  Evening 
School  has  been  held,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Page, 
of  the  Dwight  School.  It  was  opened  earlier  than  before  (in  the 
last  week  of  October),  and  has  done  more  than  its  usual  amount  of 
good.  The  teachers  have  been  niore  numerous  and  regular,  and 
the  pupils  more  interested  and  orderly.  The  number  entered  upon 
the  books  exceeds  that  of  anj  previous  session,  being  two  hundred. 
The  experiment  of  both  sexes  in  attendance  together  has  resulted, 
as  before,  in  a  perfect  success ;  no  breach  of  decorum  having  at 
any  time  been  noted.  The  good  is  beyond  computation  that  such  a 
school  does,  not  only  in  the  immediate,  instruction  conveyed,  but  in 
the  increased  self-respect,  the  social  refinement,  the  general  eleva- 
tion of  character  that  is  awakened,  with  the  redemption  of  time 
that  might  otherwise  be  worse  than  idly  spent.  Some  of  the  teachers 
in  this  school  are  in  the  excellent  habit  of  following  up  the  intercourse 
thus  commenced  with  their  pupils;  and,  by  timely  counsel,  loans  of 
books,  and  visits  at  their  homes,  prove  themselves  true  benefactors  of 
the  community  in  thus  adding  to  its  best  moral  and  industrial  capital. 
On  Wednesday  afternoons,  the  Sewing  School  for  Ikstitute  Girls 
is  held,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mrs.  Barry.  This  school  was 
never  accomplishing  so  much  good  as  in  the  present  season.  More 
than  a  hundred  are  in  connection  with  it.  With  more  help  on 
the  part  of  our  female  friends,  more  benefits  would  be  derived. 

We  have  had  also  Social  Festivah  in  the  vestry,  —  ^  family  par- 
ties," as  we  term  them,  which  have  the  good  effect  of  bringing  the 
members  of  the  parish  together  in  closer  bonds  of  fraternal  fellow- 
ship. The  Christmas-Eve  Celebration,  and  the  Sunday-school 
Anniversary,  were  occasions  of  much  interest  and  enjoyment  to 
the  large  numbers  in  attendance. 

We  would  speak  next,  in  connection  with  the  Chapel,  of  pubk/s. 
worship,  A  prevailing  mistake  with  the  patrons  of  this  Ministr§!; 
from  which  it  would  seem  even  the  Delegates  of  the  Fraternity  are 
not  all  exempt,  is  the  making  of  attendance  upon  this  the  test  of  the 
success  of  the  Ministry.  It  is  a  very  feeble  and  fallible  test,  these 
vacant  seats  that  may  be  seen  in  the  sanctuary.  Any  one  cognizant 
of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  poor — as  the  want  of  suitable 
apparel,  family  exigencies  at  home,  the  many  little  ones  to  be  looked 
afler  there,  with  no  ^'  help  "  to  assist,  &c. — must  know  that  a  regular 
attendance  on  their  part  upon  public  worship  is  almost  an  impossi- 
bility. The  fact  that  such  do  appear  at  church  in  the  afternoon,  in 
larger  numbers  than  in  the  morning,  indicates  at  the  same  time  that 
the  very  class  of  worshippers  come  out  for  whom  the  Chapel  was 
especially  designed.  Notwithstanding  all  obstacles,  we  have  an 
average  attendance,  these  winter  months,  of  a  hundred  in  the 
morning,  with  that  number  doubled,  if  not  tripled,  in  the  after- 
noon. There  are  about  eighty  families  in  direct  connection  with 
the  Chapel  ministrations,  with  half  as  many  more,  indirectly, 
through  the  children  and  the  Sunday  school 
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But  the  work  done  on  the  Lord's  Day  within  the  Chapel-walls, 
as  I  have  intimated,  is  but  incidental  and  secondary  to  that  done  in 
the  various  departments  of  the  Ministry  already  referred  to.  Let 
the  visitor  not  confine  his  attention  to  what  appears  during  these 
two  single  hours  of  the  week,  but  let  him  see  how  the  remaining 
eighty-two  hours  are  employed  of  the  Ministry  at  Large;  what 
this  aims  to  accomplish  in  the  week-time,  by  the  way,  and  from 
house  to  house,  sowing  its  seed  beside  all  waters.  The  missionary 
work  is  by  far  the  most  potent  and  valuable,  both  in  its  ends  and 
its  success.  The  distinguishing  feature  of  this  ministry  is  that  it  is 
a  ministry  cU  large,  and  has  to  do  with  humanity,  in  all  its  many  and 
complicated  forms,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  This  fact  makes  the 
missionary's  week-day  visits  of  paramount  importance. 

These  have  been,  with  the  pressing  exigencies  of  the  time,  more 
numerous  than  before.  I  have  averaged  from  ten  to  twelve  each 
day.  And  this  by  no  means  covers  the  whole  ground  of  work :  for 
full  as  many  are  received  daily  at  the  house ;  cases  demanding  long 
and  patient  investigation  being  continually  brought  there,  with  an 
almost  endless  variety  of  attendant  wants  of  body,  mind,  and  soul, 
which  must  be  met,  and  are  only  to  be  disposed  of  oftentimes  by 
such  a  confidential  friend  as  the  minister  at  large.     His  dwelling  is  "S 

any  thing  but  his  '^  castle  "  during  these  stern  months  of  destitution 
and  distress. 

There  are  many  families  so  situated  that  they  cannot  themselves 
come  to  hear  the  preached  word.  The  gospel,  then,  must  be  car^ 
ried  to  them,  and  be  preached  in  the  home.  Neighborhood  meetings 
have  been  held  for  tliis  purpose  each  Wednesday  evening  as  be- 
fore, and  with  most  gratifying  success.  Mrs.  Barry  has  co-operated 
with  me  in  this  as  in  my  other  labors,  proving  herself  a  most  valua- 
ble and  indispensable  aid.  The  rooms  have  been  thronged  where 
these  meetings  have  been  held,  even  into  the  entries;  and  a  growing 
interest  has  been  manifest  in  the  subject  of  personal  religion,  leading 
to  a  better  religious  ordering  both  of  the  home  and  the  heart. 

Thus  I  have  brought  to  view,  though  but  cursorily,  the  varioos 
operations  of  this  ministry.  I  have  no  new  changes  to  propose,  no 
new  plans  to  recommend,  for  the  future.  All  that  we  have  to  do  is 
to  strengthen  tiie  things  that  remain.  "> 

This  Ministry  has  had  its  alternations  of  fear  and  hope ;  but  the 
latter  is  now  the  strongest  The  past  six  months  have  been  a  trial- 
season  to  it ;  but  it  has  passed  triumphantly  through,  and  has  not 
been  found  wanting.  It  has  asserted  its  need,  and  its  power  to 
meet  that  need.  It  asks  not  permission  of  any  to  live ;  for,  behold, 
it  lives !  All  it  does  ask  is  the  active  sympathy,  the  unflagging  co- 
operation, of  its  friends.  In  as  far  as  it  receives  this,  the  more  vigor- 
ous it  will  become,  and,  under  the  blessing  of  Grod,  be  carried  to 
yet  more  prosperous  issues. 

Respectfully  s^ubmitted, 

S.  B.  Cruft. 

Boston,  Feb.  27, 1868. 
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PITTS-STREEl'  CHAPEL. 

Pitts-Street  Chapel  was  dedicated  Nov.  13, 1836 ;  and  has,  there- 
fore, just  reached  its  majority.  During  these  twenty-one  years,  it 
has  had  four  pastors, —  Rev.  F.  T.  Gray  for  three  years,  Eev.  R. 
C.  Waters  ton  for  five  years,  Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow  for  two  years, 
and  the  present  incumbent  for  eleven  years.  The  aim  of  each  of 
these  has  been  the  same.'  Was  that  aim  feeding  and  clothing  the 
poor?  That  has  received  some  attention,  but  only  incidentally. 
Was  that  aim  secular  instruction  ?  That  has  been  cared  for,  but 
only  as  it  might  be  in  any  other  parish.  The  aim  has  been  to  make 
Chrbtians,  in  thought  and  spirit,  of  as  many  individuals  as  possible. 
Of  whom  have  these  ministers  labored  to  make  Christians?  Of 
God's  uncared-for  children,  of  whatever  class  or  condition.  How 
has  each  of  these  four  ministers  labored  to  attain  this  aim  ?  By 
transferring  individuals  whom  he  may  meet  to  other  churches  or 
pastors  ?  That,  as  a  general  plan,  would  be  an  utter  impossibility. 
No :  he  has  sought  to  become  to  each  person  a  minister ;  and  to 
him,  year  after  year,  to  carry  truth  and  Jesus.  All  this  will  appear 
presently. 

Before  proceeding  to  that,  however,  let  me  notice  certain  inci- 
dental benevolent  movements  connected  with  the  Chapel.  And, 
first, — 

The  Evening  Schools.  —  These  are  held  four  evenings  in  each 
week  during  about  ^yq  months  of  the  year;  twice  each  week  for 
the  instruction  of  males,  and  twice  for  females  over  fourteen  years 
of  age.  So  little,  however,  do  I  recognize  these  schools  as  a  part 
of  my  work,  that  I  never  have  dreamed  of  a  connection  with  one. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow,  under  whose  faithful  care  they  are,  will 
doubtless  report  upon  their  condition.  I  only  allude  to  them  to  re- 
cognize their  connection  with  the  Chapel ;  to  testify  to  the  exceeding 
value  of  such  schools ;  and  yet  to  define  more  clearly  the  indepen- 
dence of  my  mission  from  all  that  kind  of  work. 

2.  The  Sewing  School,  —  This  is  held  during  six  months  of  the 
year,  on  Saturday  afternoons.  It  is  under  the  charge  of  my  col- 
league. Miss  F.  S.  Merrill.  It  numbers  twenty-four  teachers,  and 
one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pupils  (girls).  The  average  attend- 
ance is  ninety-one  pupils.  Never  was  there  harder  work  done  than 
the  care  of  this  school  demands.  The  pupils  are  nearly  all  foreign- 
ers. They  enter  untidy  and  unruly.  But  never  was  hard  work 
more  faithfully  performed,  both  by  my  colleague  and  her  co-working 
sisters  of  charity.  Amply  have  they  been  repaid  for  their  labors. 
Those  who  were  present  at  their  last  Christmas-tree  Festival  can 
testify  to  neatness,  order,  and  harmony,  in  wonderful  contrast  with 
the  same  group  of  children  at  the  opening  of  the  school.  This 
school  never  has  been  in  a  more  prosperous  condition  than  at  present ; 
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and  yet  this  Sewing  School  is  no  more  an  essential  part  of  mj  mission 
than  the  evening  schools.  The  pupils  of  this  school  are  not  con- 
nected with  me  in  anj  way.  They  are  Catholics.  The  cause  of 
humanity  is  served  by  both  evening  and  sewing  schools,  but  not  at 
all  is  the  peculiar  work  of  a  Christian  minister  or  ministry.  Not 
in  the  least  is  the  direct  work  of  the  Chapel.  The  families  con- 
nected with  the  Chapel  are  Americans  and  Protestants.  Their 
children  are  always  sent  to  our  public  schools.  That  is  the  same 
as  saying  that  they  are  generally  well  educated.  They  have,  with 
the  rarest  exceptions,  no  need  of  evening  schools  or  sewing  schools. 
In  point  of  fact,  our  congregation  furnishes  a  fair  proportion  of 
teachers  now  in  the  public  schools ;  and  has  still  others,  amply  quali- 
fied, waiting  for  similar  opportunity. 

8.  The  Parish  lAhrary.  —  This  contains  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
volumes ;  is  open  for  the  delivery  of  books  once  a  week.  There 
are  readers  enough  connected  with  the  Chapel  to  make  this  a  pro- 
fitable means  of  imparting  information,  if  we  could  occasionally 
receive  donations  of  really  good  books  to  preserve  its  freshness :  as  it 
is,  it  is  by  no  means  a  neglected  library.  Good  friends,  if  in  these 
times  ye  can  afibrd  it,  please  send  us  a  specimen  of  your  good  taste 
and  sound  judgment,  and  we  will  acknowledge  the  same  as  heartily  'S 

as  the  richest  of  surprise-parties. 

4.  The  Poot^s  Purse.  —  Certain  sums  of  money  find  their  way 
to  the  minister  for  the  relief  of  the  nee^y.  This  was  at  one  time 
to  me  a  doubtful  good.  I  have  been,  in  years  past,  upon  the  point 
of  protesting  against  being  an  almoner.  Persons  came  to  the  Cha- 
pel for  aid.  They  agreed  with  me  in  matters  of  doctrine  and  prin- 
ciple because  of  the  money  they  received.  That  troubled  me. 
But  that  has  passed  away ;  and  now  my  Poor's  Purse,  or,  as  I  prefer 
to  call  it,  my  Family  Money,  is  a  great  aid.  Many  a  brother  and 
friend  in  Our  Family  has  been  piloted  over  the  sand-bar  into  har- 
bor with  a  hopeful  heart,  and  a  well-preserved  freight  of  manliness 
and  gratitude.  Let  me  repeat,  my  ministry  is  not  especially 
directed  to  any  class.  The  Chapel  is  free ;  the  ministry  is  at  large. 
Moreover,  evening  schools,  sewing  schools,  parish  library,  and  pecu- 
niary aid,  are  only  incidentals  of  Pitts-Street  Chapel. 

Having  noticed  the  incidentals,  let  me  now  present  the  operations  ^ 

of  the  work  proper.     In  doing  this,  excuse  whatever  of  the  jubi- 
lant there  may  be  herein,  as  we  are  rejoicing  in  prosperity. 

I.  Por  the  Children,  —  We  have  two  meetings  each  week ;  a 
devotional  meeting,  under  the  care  of  Miss  Merrill,  each  Wednes- 
day aflemoon.  This  meeting  is  held  for  religious  conversation,  the 
reading  of  sacred  poetry,  and  prayer.  Most  of  the  members  of 
the  earliest  devotional  meetings  for  children  held  during  my  mini- 
stry are  now  living  Christians.  As  Sunday-school  teachers,  parents, 
or  as  individuals,  they  bear  abundant  testimony  to  the  great  good 
of  these  circles  for  the  promotion  of  piety.  Besides  this  devotional 
meeting,  I  hold,  on  Saturday  afternoons,  a  meeting,  limited  in  num- 
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ber  to  twenty  children.  It  is  called  the  Social  Circle.  Its  plan  is  simi- 
lar to  that  of  its  predecessor,  Our  Pastor's  Circle,  given  in  past  reports. 
One  of  the  bright  gems  in  the  history  of  Pitts-street  Chapel  is 
that  Pastor's  Circle.  If  it  famishes  no  gems  for  heaven,  then 
there  is  no  judging  of  the  tree  by  its  fruits.  May  the  Social  Circle 
equal  Our  Pastor's  Circle  in  excellence  at  school,  in  love  at  home, 
in  industry  in  well-doing  among  others,  and  in  piety  everywhere  I 
I  am  happy  to  say  it  bids  fair  so  to  do. 

II.  Howard  Sunday  SchooL  —  Akin  to  children's  meetings  is  our 
Sunday  School.     Children,  however,  are  not  its  only  pupils ;  for  we 
have  scholars  of  all  ages,  from  the  youngest  to  grand-parents.     Our 
school  has  two  departments.     The  smaller  room  is  under  the  charge 
of  Miss  Merrill,  and  has  eight  teachers,  forty-nine  pupils.     The 
whole  school  numbers,  including  both  sessions  and  departments, 
two  hundred  and  sixty  pupils  and  sixty-four  teachers.     The  ave- 
rage attendance  at  the  morning  session  for  the  last  month  was  thir- 
ty-seven teachers,  one  hundred  and  forty  pupils ;  at  the  afternoon 
session,  forty  teachers,  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  pupils.     The 
morning  session  we  devote  to  the  study  of  the  Bible.     To  aid  us  in 
this,  we  last  year  introduced  a  Question-Book  prepared  for  the 
school.    It  has  proved  very  successful.    At  the  close  of  each  period, 
we  have  a  general  review.     Classes  too  young  to  use  the  Howard 
Sunday-school  Book  use  Bible-Biography,  or  are  taught  Bible- 
Stories.     To  illustrate  the  amount  of  interest,  I  need  only  say,  that, 
at  the  last  review,  the  pupils  were  requested  to  send  in  original 
written  questions  upon  any  portion  of  the  Scriptures  which  they 
had  studied.     There  were  received  sixteen  hundred  and  fifty  of  these 
questions.     The  amount  of  progress  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Bible  is 
quite  surprising ;  equally  so  the  intense  and  general  interest  in  the 
subject.     No  pupil,  of  any  age,  hesitated  at  the  last  review  to  rise, 
and  answer  the  question  put.     This  plan  gives  life  to  our  weekly 
teachers'  meetings.     We  hold  two :  the  regular  meeting  on  Satur- 
day evening ;  and  an  extra  meeting,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  for 
those  who  cannot  attend  the  former.     These  meetings  become  really 
Bible-classes.     The  teachers  are  certainly  lively  students.     The  af- 
ternoon session  is  devoted  as  completely  to  subjects  leading  to  practi- 
cal piety  as  the  morning  session  is  to  instruction.     These  practical 
lessons  receive  a  due  share  of  attention  at  the  teachers'  meet- 
ings.    We  believe  that  our  Sunday  School  is  in  a  most  excellent 
condition.     There  is  always  abundant  room  for  improvement ;  but  we 
like  our  plan,  and  all  seem  delighted  in  carrying  it  out.     We  have 
a  monthly  teachers'  meeting  for  business  and  the  more  general  pur- 
poses of  the  school.     Besides  these  three  meetings  for  teachers,  we 
have  a  Teachers'  Normal  Class.     This  meets  each  week,  on  Thurs- 
day evenings,  for  eight  months  each  year.     It  was  formed  for  a 
three  years'  course.     The  present  is  its  third  year.     The  first  year 
we  devoted  to  Natural  Theology ;  the  second,  to  the  Evidences  of 
Christianity ;  this  year,  thus  far,  to  the  books  of  the  Bible,  —  the 
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prophets  and  the  like.  This  is  a  working  class.  No  weather  pre- 
yeil.ts  a  full  attendance;  no  labor  terrifies  the  members.  The 
amount  of  work  demanded  at  the  outset  was  not  small.  It  has  not 
diminished  on  the  way;  and  jet  none  have  faltered.  It  is  an 
association  to  be  proud  of. 

The  Howard  Sunday  School,  with  it«  two  children's  and  four 
teachers'  meetings,  knows  nothing  of  classes  among  teachers  or 
pupils.  The  extremes  meet  there  if  anywhere,  and  no  one  thinks  of 
it  The  object  of  the  school  is  the  training  up  of  children  in  the 
way  they  should  go,  or  the  conversion  of  individuals  to  a  Christian 
life.  To  have  any  other  aim  would  be  folly ;  to  attempt  to  accom- 
plish it  in  any  other  way,  utterly  impossible. 

III.  The  Pttts-street  Chapel  Associates.  —  This  is  a  society  of 
men  connected  with  the  Chapel.  It  holds  weekly  meetings.  One 
evening  of  each  month  is  devoted  to  debate,  another  to  a  lecture,  a 
third  to  an  elocutionary  exercise,  and  the  fourth  to  a  social  gather- 
ing. Under  its  auspices,  two  courses  of  sermons  have  been  preached : 
one  last  spring,  by  ministers  of  five  different  denominations,  from 
the  text,  ^  What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved ; "  a  second  course  of  six 
denominational  sermons,  by  clergymen  of  as  many  different  sects, 

in  defence  each  of  his  peculiar  creed.     These  two  courses  have  been  ^ 

highly  successful.  The  first  is  being  repeated  by  the  ^  Young 
Men's  Christian  Union : "  the  other  is  being  published  in  book- 
form.  This  Association  is  aiding  in  the  work  for  which  every  Chris- 
tian loves  to  pray  and  to  labor. 

IV.  The  Outside  Work,  —  If  there  is  any  one  department  of  the 
work  of  the  Ministry  at  Large  entirely  overlooked,  it  is  this.  Per- 
sons visit  the  Chapel,  and  suppose  all  the  families  under  the 
minister's  care  to  be  there  present ;  whereas  the  Chapel  could  not 
provide  seats  for  more  than  one-third  of  the  individuals  claiming 
the  minister  as  pastor.  Yet  all  of  these  absent  individuals  call 
npon  him  to  ofiUciate  at  funerals  and  weddings;  to  visit  them  in 
sickness  and  sorrow ;  to  aid  them  in  need ;  to  make  a  regular  call 
upon  them  as  upon  others,  and  in  every  way  labor  for  them ;  ay, 
and  more  than  the  constant  attendants  upon  Chapel-ministrations. 
Many  of  these  persons  are  aged,  sick,  mothers  of  young  children, 

and  cannot  attend  a  place  of  worship.     Many  have  not  at  once  in-  ^^ 

terest  or  ambition  sufficient.  Yet  all  need,  abundantly  need,  our 
Lord  presented  to  them  for  comfort,  instruction,  or  conversion.  My 
own  time  and  that  of  three  colleagues  could  be  well  employed  in 
attending  to  this  outside-work.  Miss  Merrill  finds  in  this  an  am- 
ple field  for  more  than  all  her  time,  even  in  one  branch  of  labor ; 
and  yet  all  this  is  not,  cannot  be,  seen  by  visitors  at  the  Chapel, 
told  in  a  report,  or  rendered  fully  obvious  in  any  way  save  by  ex- 
perience. This  is  a  great  and  good  branch  of  the  work.  It  belongs 
to  just  this  ministry.  It  yields  its  own  blessed  harvest,  unseen  by 
strangers,  but  fully  realized  by  the  persons  and  families  labored 
for. 
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y.  The  Cfhapel  Aftnietratians.  —  When  I  came  to  the  Chapel, 
eleven  years  and  a  half  ago,  I  aimed  to  accomplish  four  results;  viz., 
harmony,  an  elevated  tone  of  morality  and  reverence,  religious  educa* 
tion,  and  personal  piety.  When  I  record  two  facts,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  first  (harmony)  has  been  attained.  We  are  an  eminently  sociable 
congregation,  and  yet  we  have  never  had  the  first  formation  of  op- 
posing parties.  Of  course,  individuals  will  have  their  difierences ; 
but  never  has  discord  entered  the  church  or  congregation.  What 
is  more,  could  persons  have  locked  into  the  vestry  upon  a  surprise- 
party  given  to  the  pastor  a  few  evenings  since,  and  witnessed  what 
was  obvious  to  him,  certainly,  of  a  wide-spread  triumph  of  Chris- 
tian principles  and  a  Christian  spirit,  his  exclamation  would  be 
theirs :  ''  I  never  saw  the  like  I "  This  is  one  fact.  Another :  I  am 
a  very  plain-spoken  pastor ;  yet  I  have  never  received  from  man, 
woman,  or  child,  any  thing  but  respect  and  kindness.  Of  that,  no 
man  can  measure  the  amount  Then  the  harmony  has  been  accom- 
plished. As  to  the  elevated  tone  of  morality  and  reverence,  I  could 
say  much ;  but  must  satisfy  myself  in  saying,  the  success  is  as  com- 
plete as  the  harmony.  The  third  result  (religious  education)  we 
have  labored  for  in  various  ways.  First,  by  a  good  plan  for  our 
Sunday  School :  of  that,  enough  has  been  said.  Next,  by  histori- 
cal and  other  classes ;  these  have  succeeded  well :  but  principally 
by  devoting  the  morning  service  to  courses  of  sermons  on  Natural 
and  Revealed  Religion,  Bible- Biography,  Doctrines,  Expositions, 
and  the  like.  We  believe  that  the  Chapel  congregation  is  not 
the  most  ignorant  of  that  book  of  our  religion,  either  worth  more 
time,  I  had  almost  said,  than  any  one  gives  it,  or  none  at  all  compa- 
ratively. As  to  personal  piety,  I  have  often  said,  ^  I  could  see  the 
churdi  march."  Of  course,  much  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  a  man 
in  love  with  his  work,  and  hopeful  for  his  fiock.  But  when  persons  do 
to-day  the  hard  work  they  shrank  from  yesterday,  abide  by  principles 
they  violated  last  year,  ask  questions  in  advance  of  any  before,  there 
must  have  been  growth.  In  point  of  fact,  we  have  two  churches: 
we  have  also  an  intermediate  class,  a  congregation,  and  a  missionary 
field  or  world.  The  church — ».«.,  the  communicants — I  have  spoken 
of.  The  second  church  consists  of  quite  a  number  of  persons 
whom  in  my  ^  orthodox  "  days  I  should  call ''  hopefully  pious,"  and 
yet  not  members  of  the  church.  The  intermediate  class  of  inqui- 
rers are  seeking  for  God.  The  congregation  of  regular  worshippers 
are  those  not  included  in  the  other  classes.  Among  these,  there 
never  was  more  religious  interest  than  at  present.  Our  world,  or 
missionary  field,  consists  of  a  large  though  defined  number  of  out- 
siders. I  am  sure  God  has,  in  all  these  classes,  blessed  our  labors 
beyond  what  we  had  reason  to  expect  The  promise  is  certainly 
not  small. 

The  afternoon  of  each  Sunday  is  devoted  to  practical  piety  as  in 
the  Sunday  School.  To  aid  in  this  work,  four  weekly  meetings  are 
held,  —  one  on  Thursday  afternoon,  at  three  o'clock;   another  at 
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five  o'clock,  for  a  different  class  of  persons,  —  both  under  my  charge ; 
two  more  on  Friday  evenings  (one  of  men),  under  my  charge ;  an- 
other for  females,  under  the  charge  of  others. 

There  is  one  result  more  I  am  now  laboring  diligently  to  accom- 
plish ;  viz.,  the  bringing  of  more  families  as  entire  families  to  attend 
the  regular  ministrations  of  the  Cbapel.  I  am  not  without  hope 
that  in  due  season  this  will  be  accomplished. 

I  suppose  that  I  have  exhausted  your  patience.  There  is  much 
more  that  might  be  told.  The  whole,  of  course,  cannot  be  told ;  no, 
not  the  least  part  of  the  best.  The  individual  and  each  congregation 
have  an  experience  which  must  not  for  worlds  be  talked  of.  I  hope, 
in  what  has  been  said,  it  may  be  rendered  obvious  that  the  Chapel, 
now  and  ever,  seeks  to  make  Christians  of  aU.  It  could  not  be 
carried  on  without  a  chapel  and  Sunday-school  room,  or  by  transfer 
to  other  churches.  As  it  is,  it  is  with  us,  we  believe,  accom- 
plishing its  grand  aim.  For  that  let  us  be  grateful,  and  go  on  our 
way  rejoicing. 

It  may  be  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  especially  with  reference 
to  my  hard-working  and  very  acceptable  colleague.  Miss  F.  S.  Mer- 
rill. It  will  be  noticed  that  she  has  charge  of  one  devotional  meet- 
ing, our  Sewing  School,  so  flourishing  under  her  superintendence, 
and  one  department  of  the  Sunday  School;  the  last  furnishing 
work  enough  for  one.  Besides  this,  she  has  charge  of  about  sixty 
families.  Her  valuable  labors  have  not  only  rendered  her  an  es- 
sential part  of  the  Ministry,  but  lead  us  to  wish  for  more  assistance 
of  the  same  quality.  S.  H.  Winklet. 


REV.  MR.  SCANDLIN'S  REPORT. 

In  rendering  the  Third  Annual  Report  of  my  Ministry,  I  desire  the 
privilege  of  a  few  remarks  with  reference  to  its  apparent  success. 
I  ask  this,  because  doubts  have  been  expressed  concerning  the  visi- 
ble returns  which  my  efforts  have  accomplished. 

There  have  been,  and  still  are,  circumstances  surrounding  the 
establishment  of  this  Ministry,  unknown  to  the  other  branches  of  it 
now  existing  in  this  city.  When  I  commenced,  the  novelty  of  the 
thing  had  passed  away  under  the  experience  of  the  toil  of  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

The  other  chapels  were  built  and  filled  under  the  first  pure  and 
strong  consciousness  of  their  utility.  Hundreds  were  ready  to  give, 
and,  better  still,  hundreds  more  were  ready  to  do,  giving  the  needed 
work  on  which  the  success  of  such  a  ministry  must  ever  depend. 
To  expect  one  to  elevate  the  lower  portion  of  our  community  by 
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setting  them  to  teach  each  other,  is  like  asking  water  to  rise  above 
its  level. 

£ach  of  these  many  years  has  added  to  the  inflaence  and 
strengthened  the  bonds  of  those  connected  with  your  older  move- 
ments. Among  their  helpers  to-day  are  those  who  have  given  a 
life* 9  toil  as  the  fruit  of  their  first  consecrating  act.  Place  these 
things  by  the  side  of  the  accommodation  granted  me  for  the  first  two 
years  of  my  Ministry.  Remember  that  the  novelty  had  passed  away ; 
that  there  was  nothing  to  call  in  co-laborers  but  a  living  consecra- 
tion to  usefulness  on  their  own  part.  Then  think  of  the  class  to 
whom  your  Ministry  goes;  the  material  upon  which  it  labors; 
the  sources  from  which  they  are  to  be  drawn,  —  individuals  without 
religious  interest,  many  of  whom  have  not  crossed  the  threshold 
of  a  sanctuary  for  years,  —  people  bound  by  sin,  and,  as  a  general 
rule,  averse  to  all  religious  services.  These  are  first  to  be  found ;  and 
then  an  acquaintance  to  be  formed,  and  confidence  to  be  established, 
ere  yon  can  call  them  forth  to  th^  sabbath  services  of  our  faith. 
Finding  them,  and  barely  telling  them  of  duty,  will  not  make  them 
regular  in  their  attendance,  or  provide  the  means  for  many  ere  they 
can  appear  decently  in  the  midst  of  us.  Commencing  with  nothing, 
and  accumulating  such  capital,  prosperity  must  come  slowly,  and 
only  then  by  persevering  toil.  I  have  thought  this  explanation  due 
to  the  amount  of  toil  spent  upon  those  to  whom  we  supposed  your 
Ministry  was  sent.  A  different  material  would  give  a  much  larger 
return,  with  one-half  the  labor. 

We  now  pass  to  the  condition  of  the  various  movements  con- 
nected with  the  Chapel. 

During  the  year,  I  have  made  about  nineteen  hundred  visits,  and 
have  had  about  seven  hundred  applications  for  investigation  at  my 
residence.  The  most  of  these  visits  have  been  made  to  the  hundred 
and  ten  families  now  connected  with  us. 

The  Sunday  School  has  two  hundred  and  sixteen  names  regis- 
tered. Of  this  number,  a  hundred  and  twenty-two  are  now  con- 
nected with  it,  giving  for  the  last  two  months  an  average  attendance 
of  seventy-five  scholars ;  many  of  our  little  ones  being  detained  at 
home  for  want  of  clothing,  which  we  have  been  utterly  unable  to 
supply.  We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  anybody  suited  to  teach 
an  adult  class  in  our  school,  the  absence  of  which  we  mark  as  a  sad 
loss.  Gladly  would  I  fill  the  vacancy  myself,  could  I  do  so  without 
giving  up  a  class  of  twenty-two  young  persons,  to  whom  instruction 
is  far  more  important. 

I  still  keep  the  superintendence  of  my  school,  and  an  oversight  of 
the  library,  the  last  having  had  but  few  additions  during  the  past 
year.  The  few  received  were  a  second  donation  from  the  library 
of  the  Hancock  Sabbath  School.  The  library  of  the  Infant  Class 
numbers  sixty-three  books;  that  of  the  school,  two  hundred  and 
twenty-three  volumes ;  whibt  the  Parish  Library  contains  thirty 
volumes. 
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By  the  kindDess  of  many  friends,  we  have  been  enabled  to  take 
our  children  to  enjoy  the  luxury  of  a  picnic  amid  the  beauties  of 
nature,  and  to  rejoice  amid  the  festive  scenes  of  our  usual  Christ- 
mas gathering. 

Mrs.  Scandlin  still  retains  the  charge  of  the  Infant-department ; 
the  other  classes  being  taught  by  ten  teachers,  commendable  for 
their  punctuality  and  zeaL 

The  services  at  the  Chapel  continue  to  be  held  at  the  same  time ; 
Sabbath  School,  from  10^12 ;  adernoon  services,  at  8  ;  and  even- 
ing, at  7,  —  the  attendance  for  the  last  six  months  being  much 
larger  than  usual,  especially  in  the  evening,  when  the  Chapel  ia 
frequently  well  filled. 

We  have  usually  two  monthly  meetings,  —  one  of  a  religious  cha- 
racter, held  on  the  Saturday  evening  previous  to  our  Communion ; 
the  other  a  social  gathering,  for  the  purpose  of  cementing  together 
by  the  bonds  of  friendship  those  with  whom  we  are  toiling.  Thus 
far,  their  effect  and  influence  Itave  been  good. 

The  Sewing  Circle,  carried  on  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs. 
Scandlin,  who  also  prepares  the  garments,  has  been  doing  its  usual 
good  work.  The  articles  are  cut  and  made  as  necessity  demands, 
the  material  for  them  being  donations  from  friends  of  the  Ministry. 
During  the  winter,  forty-five  pieces  have  been  made,  and  distributed 
among  our  own  needy  and  deserving. 

One  of  the  two  matters  referred  to  in  special  reports  sent  to  the 
Executive  Committee  in  November  has  been  in  operation  nearly  two 
months.  I  refer  to  an  Industrial  Room,  which  has  accomplished  all 
we  could  expect  with  the  means  obtained  for  its  support.  Under 
the  signature  of  the  Executive  Committee,!  obtained,  as  the  return  for 
many  calls,  $111.50.  With  this  I  have  employed  from  seventeen 
to  nineteen  women  one  half-day  of  each  week,  paying  them  fifty 
cents  for  their  work ;  Mrs.  Scandlin  taking  charge  of  and  preparing 
all  the  articles.  The  balance  of  the  above  sum  has  been  expended 
for  material.  We  hope  to  dispose  of  the  things  so  made  by  a  Fair 
at  the  Chapel  some  time  in  April  or  May,  the  proceeds  of  which 
will  be  laid  aside  for  a  similar  use  in  coming  winters. 

The  Sewing  School  has  been  under  the  care  of  Miss  Mary  £. 
Cotton,  of  the  Children's  Mission,  who  has  shown  a  readiness  to 
aid  in  other  parts  of  our  work.  The  school  has  had  a  large  increase 
of  numbers,  having  a  hundred  and  seventy-one  names  on  its  books. 
The  largest  number  present  was  seventy-one  on  Feb.  6  ;  the 
smallest  (thirty-four),  on  Feb.  20,  during  the  snow-storm.  We 
would  embrace  the  present  opportunity  to  thank  the  ladies  who 
have  so  kindly  relieved  us  of  so  much  of  its  care,  and  the  gentle* 
men  who  have  so  readily  contributed  the  material  for  its  move- 
ments. 

Our  Evening  Adult  School  commenced  on  the  19th  of  October, 
and  will  close  on  the  4th  and  5th  of  March ;  giving  nearly  five 
months'  session  of  four  nights  in  each  week,  —  Monday  and  Thur«- 
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day  for  males,  Tuesday  and  Friday  for  females.  During  that  timet 
up  to  the  present  date  (Feb.  22),  I  have  been  absent  three  whole 
evenings,  —  detained  once  by  other  duty,  twice  by  sickness,  and  a 
part  of  three  other  evenings  for  similar  reasons. 

I  have  taken  the  entire  control  of  both  departments,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  a  true  character  to  its  movements  in  the  outset.  I 
have  made  it  an  Adtdi  School ;  the  average  age  of  the  eighty- 
three  now  on  the  class-cards  in  the  men's  department  being  twenty- 
two  and  forty-one  eighty-thirds.  From  the  beginning,  I  have  refused 
to  retain  any  who  did  not  really  desire  to  improve  the  opportunity 
provided.  Believing  order  and  quiet  to  be  necessary  for  profitable 
study,  I  have  insisted  upon  it,  and  gained  my  end  by  moral  force  ; 
having  had  to  call  for  a  policeman  three  times,  not  to  enter  my  school, 
but  to  prevent  noise  and  trouble  at  the  door  and  stairway.  During 
the  season,  a  hundred  and  seventy-nine  men  have  entered  their 
names.  Ninety-six  have  been  discharged  for  various  reasons,  six  of 
them  being  for  disorderly  conduct.  On  the  cards  now,  eighty-three, 
who  have  given  an  average  attendance  of  fifty-seven.  We  can  ac- 
commodate about  seventy-five ;  so  that  the  school  at  no  time  during 
the  season  has  been  as  full  as  it  might  be.  This  is  no  doubt  owing 
to  my  rejection  of  the  young,  the  idle,  and  the  noisy. 

In  the  women's  department  we  have  eighty-five  names  entered ; 
their  average  age  nineteen,'  and  attendance  thirty-one.  The  regu- 
larity of  most  of  my  teachers  has  made  the  school  a  place  of  plea- 
sure and  profit,  and  done  much  to  ease  and  brighten  the  labor 
connected  with  its  constant  oversight. 

I  have  thus  glanced  at  the  Sabbath  School,  Chapel  Monthly 
Meetings,  Sewing  Circle,  Industrial  Room,  Sewing  School,  and  Even- 
ing Adult  School.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say  with  reference  to  two 
other  points.  1st,  The  sufiering  of  the  present  winter.  Kindly  as 
the  overruling  Providence  has  dealt  with  us,  many  have  been  the 
trials,  and  deep  the  wants,  to  which  we  have  been  called  to  minister, 
not  among  those  who  make  begging  a  trade,  but  among  a  class  who 
usually  know  but  little  of  the  sufferings  connected  with  poverty  and 
want.  Much  has  been  needed  to  meet  these  many  wants ;  while  the 
receipts  in  our  Poor's  Purse  have  been  below  the  average  donations. 
To  meet  these  things  with  the  ability  to  help  wears  heavily  upon 
the  sympathy  and  affections.  To  meet  them  without  this  gives  an 
experience  unspeakable  in  its  sorrow. 

The  second  point  I  will  only  name  in  my  already  long  Report ; 
hoping  that  some  of  the  legal  profession,  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  our  community,  may  be  led  to  its  assistance  in  an  effort  for  the 
suppression  of  vagrancy,  either  by  the  enactment  of  new  laws,  or 
the  arousing  of  the  public  to  the  necessity  of  an  enforcement  of  the 
laws  already  in  existence.  It  is  an  evil  that  is  growing  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent,  —  increasing  constantly  in  the  midst  of  us  by  the  unwise 
distribution  of  charity.  We  are  nourishing  a  horde  of  systematized 
beggars.     They  will  rear  up,  to  occupy  their  places,  a  generation 
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thoroughly  trained  in  vice  and  crime.  Like  the  snake  in  the  fahle 
of  old,  TBgrancj  will  eventually  turn  upon  the  natistaken  compassion 
that  has  saved  and  nourished  its  evil  strength. 

Respectfullj  submitted, 

William  G.  Scandlin, 

North-End  Ministry  at  Large. 
Feb.  82, 1868. 


REPORT  OF  REV.  MR.  SQUIRE. 

According  to  your  request,  I  send  you  a  Report  of  our  progress 
since  my  last  communication.  I  think  we  have  every  reason  to  bless 
God  for  the  good  portion  of  success  he  has  sent  us,  and  to  take 
courage  for  the  future. 

Our  Sabbath  School  has  much  increased.  The  record  of  our 
Secretary  shows  that  there  are  now  a  hundred  and  thirty  children 
connected  with  it ;  thirty  teachers  and  officers ;  and  that  the  average 
attendance  of  the  whole,  both  teachers  and  taught,  for  the  last 
month,  has  been  a  hundred  and  twenty-five.  The  teachers  are  of 
every  variety  of  sect,  and  some  belong  to  other  parishes.  On  the 
first  Sunday  evening  of  every  month,  a  Sabbath-school  Concert  has 
been  established,  which  has  become  very  popular,  always  filling  the 
house.  Clergymen  and  laymen  from  Boston  are  earnestly  invited 
to  come  and  speak  to  the  people  on  these  occasions,  as  it  interests 
both  parents  and  children,  and  does  much  good.  The  constant 
singing  of  the  hymns  preparatory  to  these  occasions  increases  the 
pleasure  and  interest  of  this  school.  It  has,  however,  one  very  ur- 
gent need,  —  a  good  library.  The  children  read  with  avidity ;  but 
they  have  entirely  exhausted  their  present  small  supply  of  books. 
If  we  could  furnish  them  with  a  good  number  of  tales  illustrative 
of  Christian  truth,  the  advantage  both  to  parents  and  children, 
in  a  district  so  poorly  supplied  with  good  literature,  would  be  in- 
calculable. The  children  contribute  their  weekly  cents  towards  the 
formation  of  a  new  library ;  but  it  is  plain  that  such  a  process  must 
be  a  slow  one.  If  any  wealthy  Christian  is  desirous  of  making  a 
good  investment  for  his  Lord,  he  cannot  have  a  safer  or  surer  one 
than  the  Washington -Village  Sabbath-school  Library.  This  is  an 
urgent  need,  felt  anew  every  sabbath.  Its  supply  would  be  a  new 
attraction  to  the  school,  which  would  increase  it  immediately.  On 
the  whole,  I  look  with  great  thankfulness  on  the  improvement  in  the 
school. 

The  attendance  on  the  aflernoon  service  has  also  much  increased  : 
it  ranges  from  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and  fifty.     We  have  lately 


MR.  squire's  report.  25 

added  twelve  settees,  which  enable  the  families  to  sit  together,  and  in- 
crease the  accommodation.  Indeed,  the  Chapel  is  now  filled  with  as 
many  seats  as  it  will  hold. 

The  Evening  Conference  and  Prayer  Meeting  still  keeps  up  its  in- 
terest, and  has  been  regularly  maintained  throughout  the  winter.  The 
variety  of  service  thus  afforded  on  the  sabbath  recognizes  and  satis- 
fies the  different  phases  of  religious  want 

The  Wednesday  Evening  Prayer  Meeting  is  established.  It  is 
not  so  fully  attended  as  that  on  Sunday  evening ;  but  it  has  its  own 
peculiar  interest,  in  uniting  the  more  earnest  spirits,  and  in  strength- 
ening them  by  religious  sympathy. 

The  Communion  of  all  Believers  in  Christ  still  continues  to  at- 
tract to  itself  members  of  all  the  sects,  except  the  Close-Commu- 
nion Baptists.  About  fifty  have  communed  with  us :  about  forty 
are  regular  communicants.  I  am  proposing  to  establish  » Sunday- 
morning  Class  for  religious  inquirers,  and  those  who  are  thinking  of 
coming  into  the  church,  but  do  not  consider  themselves  at  present 
prepared.  Some  such  gradual  transition  from  the  world  to  the 
church  seems  greatly  needed  by  some  minds ;  while  others,  by  the 
action  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  the  hearing  of  the  Word,  pass  sud- 
denly out  of  self  to  Jesus,  and  so  find  immediate  rest  Such,  if 
baptized,  I  exhort  to  join  the  holy  communion  at  once,  and  thus  seal 
outwardly  the  union  which  has  been  already  effected  in  the  heart. 
My  chief  success  hitherto,  perhaps,  has  been  the  recalling  into  the 
church  those  who  have  lapsed  from  other  communions.  Such  find 
great  comfort  in  re-uniting  with  their  deserted  Lord.  I  pray  for, 
however,  and  expect,  the  special  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  for  nothing 
but  that  can  transform  the  general  character  of  this  neighborhood, 
and  make  it  truly  Christian.  The  soil  is  very  hard ;  and,  if  I  did 
not  believe  in  the  dew  as  well  as  the  plough,  I  should  despair.  I 
look,  however,  not  only  for  the  dew,  but  the  rain.  Here  and  there, 
a  clear  individual  change  of  heart  and  life  seems  obvious ;  and  the 
general  religious  aspect  of  the  Village  is  greatly  improved,  so  as  to 
be  the  theme  of  remark.  Not  that  this  satisfies  me :  it  is  only  the 
twilight  before  the  morning  dawn.  Nothing  will  satisfy  me  but 
the  thorough  Christianizing  of  the  Village.  I  find  I  gain  great  in- 
fiuence  by  visiting  families  in  the  evening,  when  the  men  are  at 
home.  One  great  cause  for  gratitude  is  the  harmony  of  the  sects : 
this,  which  might  reasonably  be  supposed  almost  an  impossibility, 
seems  effected.     I  hear  scarcely  one  note  of  discord. 

No  outward  means  would  so  much  help  us  as  a  small  bell  on  the 
Chapel.  It  would  have  a  great  effect  in  calling  to  church  such  a 
population  as  ours. 

I  have  said  nothing  of  the  physical  relief  afforded  by  this  Mis- 
sion through  this  bitter  winter ;  and  yet  it  has  stolen  from  me  far 
too  much  of  my  time.  What,  however,  the  sufferers  would  have 
done  without  some  such  aid,  I  know  not  In  many  cases,  1  have  been 
instrumental  in  standing  between  them  and  absolute  destitution. 
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Mechanics  out  of  emplojmeDt,  and  their  starving  families,  visit  me 
daily,  and  sometimes  often  in  the  day.  To  meet  such  calls  in  such 
a  place,  where  there  are  many  poor,  —  not  a  single  rich  man,  —  re- 
quired some  resources  from  without  I  therefore  soon  connected 
myself  with  the  Provident  Society  as  visitor,  which  helps  my  poor 
greatly,  but  also  so  much  increases  my  work  as  to  render  its  con- 
tinuance questionable.  Dr.  Bigelow  has  kindly  sent  me  ten  dollars 
three  times,  and  once  five  dollars'  worth  of  clothing.  The  ladies  of 
our  own  Sewing  Society  do  what  they  can ;  and  those  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Hall's  Society  have  been  indefatigably  munificent  in  their  supplies  of 
clothing :  without  them,  my  poor  could  not  possibly  have  been  sup- 
plied. May  the  benediction,  ^  I  was  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me,"  fall 
on  them  abundantly  1  At  the  present  time,  they  are  taking  measures 
to  pay  a  debt  of  fifty  dollars  for  boots  and  shoes,  incurred  by  me  in 
a  necessary  faith ;  for  I  could  not  send  the  poor  unshod  from  my 
door.  Both  Mr.  Hall  and  his  lady  have  been  to  my  poor  people 
unspeakable  helps,  and  to  myself  sources  of  comfort  and  sympathy 
in  trying  times,  that  I  shall  never  forget.  A  report  of  Washington 
Village,  without  the  name  of  Dorchester  in  it,  would  be  both  incom- 
plete and  ungrateful.  And  yet,  with  all  the  aid,  so  great  have  been 
the  demands,  that  I  wonder  how  they  have  been  met.  Not  a  de- 
serving case,  however,  has  been  turned  away,  and  I  trust  will  not ; 
though  the  poverty  seems  by  no  means  to  decrease,  and  at  present 
my  Poor's  Purse  is  empty.  Intemperance  and  Improvidence  are, 
I  find,  the  two  giant  evils  that  have  aggravated  the  present  distress. 
Without  these,  the  storm  would  not  have  been  lashed  into  the  tem- 
pest. Where  the  mechanic  has  been  both  sober  and  saving,  he  has 
suffered  comparatively  but  little,  having  a  fund  on  which  to  retreat. 
There  is  much  drunkenness  in  my  Village.  God  give  me  the  power 
to  assail  it !  for  vain  is  the  help  of  man.  It  is  Satan's  strong  chain  ; 
and  nothing  but  God's  Spirit  can  break  it  in  twain.  On  the  whole, 
then,  I  bless  him  for  what  has  been  done ;  but,  now  that  I  know  the 
moral  and  spiritual  destitution  of  the  place,  it  seems  to  me  nothing 
to  what  has  to  be  done. 

I  believe  that  this  Ministry  will  be  upheld ;  but  how,  I  know  not. 
Self-supporting  it  is  impossible  from  the  nature  of  things  it  should 
be,  for  some  years  to  come.  Considering  the  hardness  of  the  times 
and  the  nature  of  the  population,  I  think  the  people  are  doing,  at 
present,  all  that  can  be  rationally  expected  of  them ;  but  I  also 
think,  that  with  better  times,  and  more  perfect  business  arrange- 
ments in  the  Committee  than  have  been  yet  possible,  they  will  do 
better ;  and  so  they  think  themselves.  Still,  for  some  time  to  come, 
it  is  very  plain  that  it  must  be  almost  entirely  a  missionary  sphere. 
A  more  needed  one  and  a  more  hopeful  one,  as  experience,  I  think, 
has  shown,  can  scarcely  be  occupied. 

Naturally  it  should  seem  to  belong  to  that  Fraternity  whose 
honorable  peculiarity  it  has  ever  been  not  to  sectarianize,  but  to 
Christianize,  the  objects  of  its  care ;  and,  personally,  I  should  much 
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prefer  to  be  their  agent  exclusively  in  carrying  out  this  noble  aim 
in  this  sphere  of  their  labors.  But  with  them,  of  course,  rests  the 
decision  of  the  matter ;  and  to  them,  and  the  good  providence  of 
God,  I  humblj  commend  it,  invoking  his  blessing  on  their  wide 
and  beneficent  operations. 

Edmund  Squire. 

Washington  Village,  Feb.  24, 1858. 


REPORT  OF  REV.  MR.  UBELACKER. 

According  to  the  request  of  the  Fraternity,  I  make  the  following 
Report  concerning  my  work  as  their  minister.  Since  the  commence- 
ment of  my  labor  as  their  servant  (October,  1857),  I  have  visited 
one  hundred  and  nine  families.  Some  of  these  visited  are  Jews : 
the  others,  and  the  greater  part,  are,  at  least  nominally,  Christians. 
Some  of  the  latter  call  themselves  Roman  Catholics,  others  Protes- 
tants ;  and,  as  such,  they  pretend  either  to  be  Lutheran  or  Reformed, 
or  say  that  they  belong  to  the  Union  Church  in  Germany.  The  reality 
is  that  they  are  not  Christians  at  all ;  but,  having  been  baptized  and 
conOrmed  in  the  old  country,  they  think  that  sufficient  for  salvation, 
even  if  they  do  not  attend  any  divine  service  or  live  a  Christian  life. 
I  spoke  to  them  concerning  the  duties  they  owe  God,  and  got  the 
promise  of  a  hundred  and  seven  families  to  attend  divine  service. 
The  most  of  them,  as  far  as  I  know,  have  fulfilled  their  promise. 
Some  have  attended  church  regularly  ever  since,  and  seem  to  be 
concerned  about  their  spiritual  welfare. 

The  Christian  families  I  visited  are  generally  of  that  class  of 
people,  who,  provided  they  have  food  and  raiment,  live  thoughtless 
and  careless,  not  caring  at  all  how  it  stands  with  their  souls.  Some 
acknowledged  their  being  wrong  very  readily :  others  thought  it 
was  not  so  very  wrong  for  all  to  live  as  they  did.  Only  a  few  fami- 
lies I  found  who  are  avowed  infidels,  and  bring  up  their  children  in 
the  same  unbelief.  As  far  as  my  experience  goes,  these  latter  have 
despaired  of  and  lost  their  trust  in  God's  mercy ;  for  it  seems  they 
have  called  on  him  (at  least,  that  is  their  excuse,  when  convinced 
that  they  are  wrong)  when  in  want  and  distress,  and,  not  receiving 
immediate  help,  have  thought  themselves  justified  in  denying  God 
altogether.  It  is  fearful  to  listen  to  such  people.  How  bitter  they 
are  in  denouncing  God !  and  how  blasphemously  they  express  them- 
selves !  This  class  frequent  those  houses  called  **  lager-bier  and 
billiard  saloons."  These  places  are  the  ruin  of  our  young  men, 
and  are  oflen  the  means  of  bringing  great  distress  into  many  a 
family.  I  know  families  who  are  in  great  want,  although  the  father 
earns  more  than  enough  to  support  his  wife  and  children.  And 
what  is  the  cause  of  their  suffering  ?    As  soon  as  evening  comes, 
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the  father  goes  to  the  lager-bier  house,  spends  his  money,  and  too 
often  sells  his  soul,  instead  of  staying  at  home,  where  his  presence 
is  so  much  needed  and  wanted.  Wiiat  can  be  expected  of  such  a 
man  as  a  father  and  citizen  ?  He  will  not  care  how  it  goes  with 
his  children  ;  and  they  will  grow  up  like  him :  and  the  results  of  such 
bringing-up  are  too  plain ;  for  the  Jail  and  State  Prison  contain 
fearful  evidences  of  this  fact. 

But  still  more  alarming  is  the  prevailing  infidelity  among  the 
younger  part  of  the  German  population.  Many  a  young  man,  who, 
perhaps  brought  up  by  pious  parents  and  teachers,  was  susceptible 
of  divine  truth,  goes  to  live  in  a  boarding-house,  —  some  of  which 
are,  at  the  same  time,  lager-bier  saloons,  —  where  the  boarders,  on 
Sunday,  spend  what  they  have  earned  during  the  week.  The  dese- 
cration of  the  sabbath  day  in  such  places  is  awful, — drinking,  halloo- 
ing, swearing,  profaning ;  in  some  places,  playing  cards.  All  such 
practices  are  going  on  ;  and  the  day  set  apart  by  God  as  a  day  of  rest 
and  divine  worship  is  used  by  those  persons  as  a  welcome  opportunity 
for  gratifying  their  low  and  carnal  appetites.  I  have  ventured  into 
such  places,  if  possible  to  save  one  or  the  other  of  these  poor  young 
men ;  and  have  succeeded  in  inducing  several  to  attend  divine  ser- 
vice again.  They  are  now  quite  regular,  and  try  to  live  up  to  their 
Christian  duties.  But  they  are  the  aim  for  the  others ;  and  the  un- 
believers ridicule,  and  do  almost  every  thing  that  is  wicked  to  annoy 
them.  There  is  great  reason  to  be  alarmed ;  for  such  unbelieving 
people  are  so  much  the  more  dangerous,  as  they  fear  nothing  but 
human  laws.  If  they  see  any  possibility  of  avoiding  the  laws  of 
men,  and  of  coming  off  unpunished,  they  will  not  hesitate  a  moment 
to  do  any  wicked  act.  And  how  else  can  it  be,  if  all  fear  of  the 
justice  of  God  is  set  aside  ?  What  a  state  of  society  would  that  be, 
if  such  unprincipled  persons  should  have  the  power  in  their  hands! 
No  right,  however  sacred  it  be,  would  be  honored ;  personal  safety 
would  be  only  known  by  name ;  and  the  strong  would  prevail  over 
the  weak.  What  a  sacred  duty  it  is,  therefore,  to  prevent  such  awful 
consequences  1  If  it  were  possible  to  keep  our  young  men  from 
such  pernicious  influence,  and  to  bring  them  under  the  sway  of  the 
gospel,  a  great  deal  of  good  could  be  accomplished,  and  the  number 
of  sincere  Christians  would  be  greatly  increased. 

tn  my  Report,  I  only  counted  the  German  families  that  were  visit- 
ed by  me  in  the  capacity  of  a  Minister  of  the  Fraternity ;  omitting 
those  families  that  are  not  German,  and  young  persons  who  have  no 
families.  May  the  Lord  in  mercy  look  down  upon  the  work  of  the 
Fraternity,  as  well  as  that  of  all  true  Christians,  that  liis  name  may 
be  glorified,  his  kingdom  come,  his  will  be  done,  and  the  true 
Christian  spirit  of  brotherly  love  and  charity  prevail,  to  his  honor 
and  praise! 

A.  Ubxlagkeb. 

Boston,  Feb.  36, 1868. 
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Tour  Committee  believe  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  them 
to  add  any  thing  to  the  full  and  satisfactory  statements  of 
your  ministers;  and  they  are  moved  to  congratulate  the 
delegates  most  heartily  upon  the  earnestness  and  success 
with  which  this  blessed  work  has  been  prosecuted  during 
the  past  year;  and  with  deep  gratitude  they  would  commend 
to  all  Christians,  and  to  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
the  best  social  expression  which  our  community  has  thus 
far  been  enabled  to  make  of  that  spirit  of  our  faith  which 
is  pure  and  peaceable,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  con- 
secrated at  once  to  God  and  to  humanity. 

For  the  Committee, 

RUFUS   ELLIS, 

Secretary. 
Boston,  March  5,  1868. 
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FIRST   CHURCH  BRANCH. 

Rev.  Rufus  Ellis President. 

Dr.  Samuel  L.  Abbot Secretary. 

Charles  L.  Hatward Treasarer. 

Geo.  0.  Shattuck  and  Dr.  Alexander  Thomas  Delegates. 

SECOND   CHURCH  BRANCH. 

Rev.  Chambler  Robbins President. 

ALErANDER  S.  Wheeler Secretary. 

Alexander  Beal Treasurer. 

John  C.  Park  and  Albert  Fearing Delegates. 

FEDERAL-STREET   BRANCH. 

Rev.  Dr.  E.  S.  Gannett President. 

Charles  C.  Smith Secretary. 

Francis  A.  Brooks       .        .  Treasurer. 

Prince  Hawks  and  Gustavus  Tuckerman,  jnu.  .        .  Delegates. 

SOUTH  CONGREGATIONAL  BRANCH. 

Rev.  £.  £.  Hale President. 

T.  F.  Richardson Secretary. 

Joseph  H.  Allen Treasurer. 

A.  P.  Sears  and  George  Merrill Delegates. 
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Bey.  Dr.  Oryille  Dewet President 

James  6.  Piper Secretaiy. 

James  W.  Sever Treasurer. 
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Arraham  G.  Wtman Secretary. 

Eliphalet  Jones Treasurer. 
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Samuel  Condon Secretary. 
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NOTE. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Fraternity  is  on  the  first  Sunday  of  March.  The  con- 
tributions of  the  Branches  should  be  paid  before  the  first  day  of  March,  when  the 
financial  year  begins. 

The  meeting  for  organization  is  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  March. 

The  other  regular  meetings  are  on  the  first  Sunday  of  June,  the  second  Sunday 
of  October,  and  the  second  Sunday  of  December. 

The  Delegates  are  divided  into  monthly  Committees.  Each  Committee,  during 
its  month,  visits  the  Chapels  and  Sunday  Schools  in  Pitts  Street  and  Shawmut 
Avenue  and  Hanover  Street.  They  can,  if  they  see  fit,  also  attend  the  week-day 
services  of  the  Minister?. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  delegates  should  inform  the  Branches  of  the 
working  or  the  Ministry  at  Large. 
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REPORT 


rriHE  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fratebkitt 
OF  Chubches  respectfally  report,  that  the  work  of  the 
Ministry  at  Large  has  been  carried  forward,  during  the  past 
year,  bj  Bev.  Dr.  Andrew  Bioelow;  Rev.  Messrs.  S.  B. 
CBUPr,  S.  H.  WiNKLEY,  Edmund  Squire,  Edwin  J.  Gerry, 
and  A.  Uebelacker;  with  Mrs.  E.  D.  Barry  and  Miss 
F.  S.  Mrrrtt.t..  Bev.  Mr.  Oerry  has  supplied,  since  the  1st  of 
September  last,  the  place  left  vacant  bj  Bev.  Mr.  Scandun  ; 
who,  it  will  be  remembered,  resigned  his  charge  at  the  close 
of  the  last  year.  He  brings  with  him  a  valuable  experience, 
gained  during  a  term  of  service  as  Superintendent  of  a 
House  of  Beformation  for  neglected  children  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. ;  and  his  efforts  for  the  young,  since  he  has  been 
employed  as  one  of  your  ministers,  have  been  attended  with 
much  success.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  name  of  Mrs. 
A.  S.  BiGELOW  is  no  longer  included  in  our  list  of  mission- 
aries, her  health  having  proved  inadequate  to  the  work 
which  she  has  so  long  had  so  much  at  heart.  With  the 
opening  of  the  summer,  Mr.  Squire  was  released  from  his 
services  under  the  direction  of  the  Children's  Mission,  and 
has  since  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  the  work  of  this 
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Fraternity :  a  small  portion  of  his  salary  has  been  paid  by 
the  worshippers  in  the  chapel  at  Washington  Village,  South 
Boston,  which  is  the  place  of  his  ministry ;  the  remainder  is 
supplied  from  your  treasury.  Some  important  alterations 
have  been  made,  at  moderate  cost,  in  the  vestry  of  Pitts- 
street  Chapel,  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  large 
and  successful  infant-school  connected  with  that  mission. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Executive  Committee,  proceed- 
ing under  a  vote  of  the  Board  by  which  the  matter  of  the 
sale  of  the  Suffolk  Chapel  was  intrusted  to  them  with  dis- 
cretionary power,  accepted  an  offer  for  the  property,  which 
had  been  previously  made  to  them  by  a  Committee  of  St. 
Mark's  Parish  (so  called)  claiming  to  have  full  power  in 
the  premises.  In  arranging  the  terms  of  payment,  your 
Committee  proposed  that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
or  rather  more  than  one-third  of  the  amount  offered  for  the 
chapel  by  St.  Mark's  Parish,  should  be  paid  down ;  the  rest 
to  remain  for  periods  of  two,  four,  and  six  years;  and 
regarded  the  matter  as  virtually  settled.  But,  after  a  si- 
lence of  some  two  months,  they  were  informed,  that,  on 
account  of  the  ^'  unusual  onerousness "  of  the  proposed 
terms  of  payment,  the  offer  was  withdrawn.  They  make 
this  statement,  that  the  Board  may  understand,  and  not  lay 
to  their  charge,  the  failure  to  carry  out  in  this  respect  the 
wishes  of  at  least  a  large  portion  of  the  Fraternity,  and 
their  own  matured  opinion,  as  to  the  best  course  to  be 
pursued  in  the  case.  They  have  done  what  they  could  to 
protect  the  South  Mission  from  the  mischief  incident  to 
such  a  state  of  uncertainty. 

The  Committee  submit  herewith  abstracts  of  the  reports 
of  your  ministers  for  the  past  year :  — 
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REPORT  OF  REV.  DR.  BIGELOW. 

To  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches: 

Gentlemen,  •  .  •  •  Through  a  merciful  providence  preserving 
my  health  with  but  few  and  light  indispositions  during  the  year 
now  brought  to  its  close,  I  have  been  enabled  to  meet  continuously 
the  manifold  calk  which  have  claimed  my  attention  and  offices.  I 
have  been  absent  during  no  one  night  from  the  city ;  and  seldom 
for  so  much  as  a  half-day  outside  its  limits.  My  work  has  been 
steadily  and  quietly  pursued.  The  allurements  of  society  so  tempt- 
ing when  offered  in  the  homes  of  refinement  and  affluence,  and  the 
pleasures  of  social  intercourse  so  abundantly  accessible  in  other 
quarters,  have  not  been  permitted,  in  the  absence  of  objects  and 
ends  unconnected  with  my  mission,  to  turn  me  aside  from  its  duties. 
I  have  been  a  stranger,  for  the  most  part,  to  my  nearest  kith 
and  kin.  My  heart  has  been  in  my  work.  I  have  loved  it 
with  a  growing  fondness.  The  poor  are  my  charge, — the  stricken 
and  suffering,  the  friendless,  impoverished  and  forsaken.  I  love  to 
visit  them  in  their  lowly  dwellings.  Their  doors  are  ever  open ;  and 
a  welcome  awaits  the  friendly  visitor  who  comes  with  a  message  of 
peace  on  his  lips,  although  with  no  anticipated  dole  of  charity  from 
his  hands.  And  when  sorrows  are  soothed,  and  fears  lightened,  and 
the  load  of  weary,  anxious  care  lifted  from  off  the  fainting  spirit,  — 
when,  along  with  a  present  relief  whatever  the  exigency  may  call 
for,  and  sympathetic  counsel  and  encouragement,  new  hopes  may 
be  kindled,  and  gloom  banished,  and  efforts  quickened,  and  the  soul 
strengthened  by  patience,  fortitude  and  holy  confidence  in  God, — 
the  satisfactions  thence  afforded  are  inexpressibly  precious,  and  rich 
in  recompense,  —  making  a  ministry  to  the  poor  no  repulsive  task- 
work, but  a  source  of  pleasure  and  delight. 

It  is  not  always  that  such  ends  are  reached.  Far  from  it.  We 
have  to  deal  with  a  great  variety  of  tempers ;  as  well  as  conditions, 
trials  and  circumstances.  We  have  to  lay' our  account  with  rebel- 
lious and  stubborn  natareSi  chafing  at  their  reverses,  repining  at  the 
hardships  of  their  bt,  questioning  and  arraigning  the  ways  of 
Providence  in  their  harsh  experiences,  flying  in  the  face  of  Heaven's 
righteous,  if  inscrutable,  arbitraments,  —  else,  failing  or  refusing 
to  see,  aught  than  chance-medley,  ill  luck,  and  ''fate,  fixed  fate," 
—  inexorable,  onpitying  —  in  the  disappointments  and  miseries  of 
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their  sad  conditions.  Others  we  find  shifting  the  blame  on  the 
existing  frame-work  of  society.  The  rich  they  conceive  to  be  their 
oppressors.  Their  wealth  is  the  spoil  of  their  own  labors  and  pri- 
vations. Thej  flourish  by  grinding  the  face  of  the  poor.  They  love 
to  trample  them  down,  and  keep  them  so ;  and  laws,  of  course, 
the  poor  man  thinks  are  made  for  the  benefit  and  protection  of  the 
prosperous,  and  for  the  wrong  and  oppression  of  the  needy  and 
destitute.  They,  the  latter,  are  thence  led  to  look  scowlingly  on 
the  unequal  distributions  of  property.  Their  hearts  are  at  war 
with  the  institutions  of  society,  considered  as  the  bulwarks  of  such 
rapacity  and  injustice.  Their  eye  is  evil  towards  a  more  prosper- 
ous neighbor ;  and  the  massing  of  such  discontented,  insurrection- 
ary, hostile  spirits  amongst  us,  lefl  to  themselves,  becomes  a  public 
peril;  —  it  taking  but  little  to  transform  the  neglected,  needy  and 
down-trodden  portions  of  the  community  into  open  enemies, — 
leaving  them  at  all  times  the  positively  **  Dangerous  Classes"  of 
the  social  state. 

These  diversities  of  mind  and  temper  must  be  difierently  ap- 
proached. Some,  like  the  latter, — avowed  malcontents, — are  hard  ^ 
to  be  reached.  They  are  naturally  repellent,  thick-skinned,  and  pa* 
ehydermotiSi  —  not  to  be  pricked  by  a  ''bare  bodkin."  They  must 
have  line  upon  line,  —  be  met  and  confronted,  reasoned  with  and 
borne  with,  —  hearkened  to,  taught  and  enlightened.  I  have  sought 
them  out  in  their  homes,  at  their  labors,  in  their  workshops,  by  the 
way-sides,  and  at  comers.  And  patient  efibrts,  with  good  temper, 
watchfulness  and  perseverance,  have  in  many  marked  instances 
been  crowned  with  hoped-for  success,  > —  in  bringing  them  to  better 
minds,  juster  views  of  their  state  and  relations,  sounder  convictions 
of  their  duties  and  responsibilities,  a  wiser  appreciation  of  the  les- 
sons of  human  discipline,  with  the  ends  and  purposes  of  their  lot, — 
and  to  contentedness,  submission,  and  heroic  self-sacrifice.  A  judi-  ' 
cious  tract,  a  good  book,  a  helping  hand  in  their  struggles  and 
needs,  —  words  of  truth  and  wisdom  set  home  to  their  souls  from  >^ 
the  pages  of  the  Holy  Volume,  an  ever-living  and  quickening  appeal 
to  the  heart  and  conscience  when  its  voices  will  be  heard, — these 
have  been  among  the  instrumental  aids  in  working  effectually  on 
their  rough  flinty  natures.  In  general,  sympathy,  —  christian 
sympathy,  hearty  and  unquestioned,  —  is  the  key  to  win  confidence 
and  unlock  the  dark  and  dreary  chambers  of  a  distempered  spirit,  in 
mutiny  with  itself,  —  its  own  peace  and  comfort,  and  with  its  Maker 
and  fellow-kind,  —  revolving  protfems  in  its  lone  musings  hard  to  be 
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understood, — which  few  are  bo  stolid  as  not  occasionally  to  enter- 
tidn,  and  the  solution  of  which  at  times  may  well  task  the  skill  of 
more  elevated  and  comprehensive  understandings. 

Some  of  them,  when  encouragingly  wrought  upon,  may  be  allured 
to  church  or  chapel  or  lecture  hall.  But  the  more,  the  many, — 
from  no  intentional  dishonor  perhaps  to  the  sabbath ;  and  taught  to 
know  and  confess  it  to  be  the  poor  man's  boon  and  blessing  —  yet 
from  habit  and  weariness,  from  distaste  at  self-exhibition,  the  plea 
of  insufficient  or  unseemly  apparel,  and  such  like  causes, — they 
have  a  strong,  not  to  say  invincible,  repugnance  to  appear  in  public 
congregations  of  worshippers.  They  object  not  to,  they  may  wel- 
come, the  missionary's  visits  to  their  homes  for  serious  converse,  the 
bible  and  prayer.  They  think  it  brings  a  blessing  to  their  fami- 
lies ;  and  lends  a  better  shelter  from  the  storms  of  life  than,  alas, 
the  poor  crazy  roofs  which  co^er  them  against  the  unpitying  ele- 
ments of  wintry  cold,  the  dripping  rains,  or  sweltering  summer's 
heats.  At  times,  moved  by  the  novelties  of  the  place  and  occasion, 
(popular  tentatives  so  rife  in  these  days,)  they  may  venture  abroad 
to  mix  in  the  promiscuous  crowds  assembled  for  worship  in  some 
dancing-saloon,  a  Globe  HaU,  or  the  Theatre.  They  may  haply  be 
stirred  in  their  emotional  sensibilities  by  the  circumstances  and 
agencies  of  the  scene  and  hour.  But  with  the  edge  of  curiosity 
blunted,  and  wonder  bated,  and  the  excitements  withdrawn  by  the 
passing  away  of  the  strange  melo-drama,  —  to  wit,  the  religious 
spectacle  produced  and  enacted,  in  such  unwonted  places,  to  their 
bewildered  eyes  and  ears,  —  their  serious  impressions,  if  any,  from 
all  these  mechanical  appliances  die  away  as  dissolving  Tableaux. 
The  subjects  collapse  into  themselves,  hie  back  to  their  homes, 
their  haunts  and  occupations;  and  to  be  secured  and  made  men  of, 
— christian  beings,  themselves  and  theirs, — are  to  be  followed  and 
watched,  counselled  and  prayed  with,  apart  and  afar  from  all  such 
scenes  of  clap-trap,  noisy  demonstrations 

....  Others  I  meet  with  of  a  tenderer  nature,  more  easily  drawn,  by 
whom  the  offices  of  religion  are  instinctively  welcomed,  —  indigent 
wives  and  mothers,  the  aged  poor,  side  and  infirm,  (the  former, 
strangers,  or  for  the  most  part  so,  to  places  of  worship  from  compul- 
sory circumstances ;  and  the  latter,  from  obvious  physical  disabili- 
ties,) — to  whom  the  Word  is  precious  when  *'  brought  very  nigh  to 
them,"  and  from  whose  lips  a  grateful  blessing  falls  on  the  messen- 
ger ^  who  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord."  Visits  in  such  quarters 
form  some  of  my  most  pleasurable  duties;  —  either  lent  for  con- 
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Bolatorj  offices,  words  of  oomforty  or  serioas  jet  cheerful  discourse ; 
-^  with  the  Bible  in  hand,  its  lessons  read,  applied  and  enforced,  fol- 
lowed and  sanctified  by  prayer  and  supplication.  Sometimes,  as 
occasions  call  for  and  circumstances  permit,  these  exercises  take  a 
more  formal  shape,  and  neighbors  by  prearrangement  or  otherwise, 
are  invited  to  join  the  little  family  group ;  and  a  lecture  is  preached, 
—  short,  practical  and  familiar, — adapted  with  such  skill  as  may  be 
exercised  to  the  conditions,  needs  and  capacities  of  the  hearers. .... 
....  There  is  still  another  and  more  numerous  body  of  our 
poorer  population,  comprising  the  lowest  and  most  pauperized, 
which  cannot  be  ignored  in  the  hastiest  survey  of  the  missionary 
field;  although  pertaining  properly  to  public  care,  and  lying 
quite  without  the  sphere  of  any  expectedly  permanent  or  radically 
reformatory  influences  on  my  part.  This  I  have  studiously  re- 
frained from  incorporating  with  my  charge,  and  left  it  so  far  as 
possible  to  its  duly  constituted  guardians.  I  allude  to  the  foreign 
catholic  element  in  our  community ;  composed  chiefiy  of  the  type 
Irish,  of  course,  —  but  with  a  growing  admixture  of  German  and 
other  miscellaneous  varieties.  From  the  first-named  source  our 
mendicant  ranks  are  mostly  recruited.  They  have  a  wonderful 
vitality.  Old  familiar  faces,  known  to  me  upwards  of  a  dozen  years 
ago,  come  up  afresh  in  their  wonted  guise  with  the  periodic  revolu- 
tions of  the  seasons, — showing  but  few  more  lines  or  wrinkles 
upon  their  brows ;  —  haply  a  little  more  bronzed,  but  with  a 
plumpness  of  look  betokening  that  they  have  contrived  to  live  and 
fare  plentifully,  —  thriving  quite  as  well  by  dint  of  persistent  art 
and  cunning,  as  the  hard-worked  sons  and  daughters  of  honest  toil 
from  the  fruits  of  a  self-respecting,  laborious  and  plodding  industry. 
They  remind  me  of  the  revolving  lights  of  a  lighthouse,  alternately 
appearing  and  receding  from  the  view ;  only,  for  light,  read  dark- 
ness,—  such  opaque  objects  they  present,  these*  sturdy  beggars, 
— shady  and  impenetrable, — spots,  black  ^  spots,  in  our  feasts  of 
charity."  .  .  •  •  Their  success  has  served  to  stimulate  the  cupidity 
of  others.  From  the  swarms  of  emigrants  landed  upon  our  quays, 
volunteer  reserves  are  ever  at  hand  to  swell  the  annual  list  of  eager 
competitors  for  a  share  of  the  private  as  well  as  public  bounty  of  an 
oppressed  community.  Our  city  is  thus  made  a  sieve,  by  which 
the  soundest  and  hetdthiest  life-blood  flowing  in  from  other  lands  is 
drained  off  to  circulate  in  vigorous  pulses  through  the  interior  arte- 
ries of  the  Commonwealth ;  whilst  the  foul  festering  humors  afloat 
in  the  living  tides,  arrested  in  their  course,  remain  to  breed,  amongst 
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Other  evils,  the  deep-seated  disease  of  a  chronic^  spreading  and 
multiform  mendicancy. 

It  is  from  this  stagnant  scum  that  the  teasing,  pestiferous  classes 
of  beggars  principally  proceed,  like  a  cloud  of  locusts,  flitting 
through  the  city,  seeking  the  doors  and  darkening  the  hall-en- 
trances of  the  wealthy,  the  charitable  and  the  humane,  —  exciting 
alternate  emotions  of  pity  and  disgust,  and  proving  the  plague  and 
torment  of  householders  in  general.  They  are  ranked  by  superfi- 
cial observers  as  the  poor  especially ;  and  the  wonder  is  that  they 
are  abroad  and  multiply.  And  Why  are  they  not  cared  for  by  city 
missionaries  or  societies'  almoners,  is  the  natural  cry  ?  And  where 
should  the  money  go  unless  to  feed  and  dothe,  and  warm  and 
shelter  such  plain  palpable  objects  of  crying  wretchedness?  —  The 
answer  is,  for  myself  personally,  they  pertain  not  to  my  personal 
province.  They  are  a  public  concern  for  the  appropriate  public 
officials  to  provide  for;  and  private  charities  however  liberally 
they  be  dispensed,  along  with  the  outflow  of  expenditures  by  the 
richest  of  our  benevolent  associations  in  behalf  of  such  applicants, 
of  the  class.  Pauper, — instead  of  allaying,  only  increases  and  inten- 
sifies the  mischiefs  of  vagrant  dependence ;  perpetuating  its  evils, 
and  fastening  a  horde  of  drones  and  leeches  as  a  fixed,  cankerous 
excrescence  on  the  body  of  the  community.  Many  nevertheless  of 
these,  for  reasons  not  unnatural,  under  the  mistaken  impressions 
before  intimated,  continue  to  be  sent  to  me  by  the  charitable,  both 
at  house  and  Office;  although  greatly  reduced  in  numbers  com- 
pared with  former  years.  References  of  such  sort  at  the  School- 
street  Mission  Room  have  been  diminished  a  full  half  since  the 
winter  of  1857-8.  The  cases  are  readily  distinguished  as  they 
come  up ;  and  are  duly  disposed  of,  with  all  suitable  despatch 

....  My  visits  and  calls  collectively  during  the  past  year  have 
numbered  very  nearly  2900 ;  tracts  distributed,  upwards  of  2000 ; 
Bibles  and  Testaments,  138 ;  books,  bound,  90  copies ;  others,  170 ; 
besides  a  large  variety  of  smaller  miscellaneous  and  useful  publica- 
tions.— My  assistant  services  have  been  ready  at  the  call  of  my 
brethren  when  needed.  Seldom  have  they  been  specially  required 
in  their  public  offices ;  each  Minister  preferring  to  ^*  stand  in  his 
own  lot,"  and  manage  the  duties  of  his  particular  trust  for  himself. 
Seven  sabbaths  only  have  been  lent  to  the  Chapels  by  request. 
Our  relations  as  co-workers  have  continued  to  be  of  the  most  cor- 
dially friendly  and  fraternal  nature. '  We  grieved  at  the  loss  of  our 
dear  brother,  Scandlin.    We  have  hailed  the  coming  of  our  new 
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associate,  a  man  of  kindred  spirit,  genial  heart,  and  rare  endow- 
ments  and  adaptations  for  the  special  field  of  labor  assigned  him, — 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Gerry 

During  the  summer,  my  missionary  work  was  more  than  com- 
monly arduous,  by  reason  of  the  number  and  variety  of  calls,  ordi- 
nary and  special,  made  on  my  services.  Sickness,  want,  suffering 
and  sorrow  are  never  banished  from  the  midst  of  us.  Death, 
with  its  bereavements,  is  always  within  a  day's  march.  The  poor, 
in  the  summer's  heats,  may  not  flee  from  their  wretched  homes, 
for  cooling  airs  and  salubrious  breezes  to  vale  or  hillside  in  our 
*' rural  districts."  And  much  as  my  heart  pities  them  doomed 
to  their  stifled  wretched  abodes  in  winter,  when  the  battle  is  with 
hunger,  frost  and  cold ;  commiseration  is  not  weakened  when  en- 
countering the  condensed,  mephitic  atmospheres  of  their  ill-ven- 
tilated courts  and  dwellings,  rendered  doubly  or  more  sensibly 
noxious,  under  the  oppressive  fervors  of  a  summer's  sultry  sun. 
My  offices  were  frequent  with  the  sick,  the  dying  and  the  dead ;  and 
if  among  the  most  painful,  were  not  the  least  important,  of  the 
duties  of  my  ministry 

My  services  at  the  Home  of  the  Aged  Indigent,  in  conducting 
assistantly  the  weekly  worship,  have  been  rendered  as  heretofore. 
Under  the  present  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Government,  and 
with  the  means  at  its  disposal,  such  voluntary  and  gratuitous  minis- 
tration is  made  imperative  on  the  part  of  some  of  its  officers ;  and 
a  refusal  by  myself  to  accept  a  share  of  the  same  would  involve  a 
relinquishment  of  an  obvious  duty,  and  therewith  a  correspondent 
influence  in  the  religious  teachings  and  discipline  of  the  Institution. 
Owing  to  the  illness  of  one  of  the  associates  in  this  department  of 
duty,  my  personal  ministrations  at  the  Home  extended  to  flve 
months;  during  which  a  weekly  lecture  was  statedly  held  on 
Sunday  or  a  week-day,  according  to  the  arrangements  and  conve- 
niences of  seasons. 

A  course  of  Bible  expositions,  with  special  illustrations  of  scrip- 
tural types  of  character,  was  opened  on  Saturday  afternoons  at  the 
Industrial  Booms,  Lynde  Street,  in  early  summer,  and  continued  to 
October.  It  was  attended  by  Sunday-school  teachers  and  Bible 
students,  with  much  expressed  satisfaction.  Though  necessarily 
suspended  subsequently  by  the  pressure  of  other  duties,  I  purpose 
to  resume  the  series  ere  the  close  of  spring. 

I  have  continued  to  instruct  an  advanced  Bible  class,  every 
Sunday  noon  at  the  Bulflnch-street  Vestry,  composed  of  pupils, 
young  and  old ;  who  manifest  a  marked  engagedness  and  iuterest. 
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with  deepening  seriousness,  in  the  subjects  of  instruction.  As  an 
incidental  return,  aside  from  the  pleasure  of  the  task,  I  have 
received  valuable  assistance  from  its  members,  both  present  and 
former,  in  teaching  the  classes  of  our  Evening  School.  Such  kindly 
influence  has  spread.  Sympathy  is  contagious.  And  where,  but 
three  years  ago  only  one  helper  could  be  counted  on  as  a  constant, 
reliable  teacher  in  the  Pitts-street  Evening  School  from  the  Bul- 
finch-street  Society,  now,  nearly  one  half  of  its  effective  force  in 
the  department  of  instruction  is  drawn  from  that  source  alone. 

The  school  itself  (our  Pitts-street  Adult,)  though  with  some- 
what diminished  attendance  compared  with  the  previous  year,  has 
been  kept  up  in  successful  operation.  The  number  of  pupils  regis- 
tered in  both  divisions  since  its  opening  in  November,  has  been 
576.  Some  fifty  more  applicants  have  presented  themselves  for 
admission,  but  have  been  excluded  by  the  restrictions  of  our  rules  and 
the  insufficiency  of  space.  By  the  alterations  of  the  chapel  vestry 
made  last  summer,  our  class  accommodations  have  been  reduced 

from  twenty-two  to  twenty  tables We  have  been  always 

crowded  for  roOm ;  yet  thankful  to  the  Fraternity  for  the  privilege 

of  so  much  of  it  as  their  means  have  afforded We  opened 

our  school  quietly  with  no  flourish,  in  November ;  and  arranged 
the  classes  to  better  advantage  than  usual.  Thirty-six  were  organ- 
ized ;  —  twenty  in  the  male,  and  sixteen  in  the  female  departments. 
Our  work  has  been  noiselessly  prosecuted ;  never  with  less  jar  or 
more  harmony  of  action  than  during  the  present  season.  Several 
of  our  old  teachers  dropt  off.  They  left  grateful  memories. 
Their  places  were  supplied, — chiefly,  from  the  quarter  before  indi- 
cated. Our  present  teachers  have  proved  reliable.  They  have 
come,  or  sent  proxies.  We  have  been  favored  with  the  services  of 
forty-three  assistants,  permanent  or  occasional,  in  the  two  depart- 
ments. They  have  cheerfully  worked,  and  I  fear,  been  over-worked ; 
—  foregoing,  as  I  know  not  unfrequently,  many  pleasant  social  re- 
unions and  engagements  which  have  sought  their  presence,  for  the 
duty,  self  imposed,  of  teaching  the  uninformed,  —  the  poor,  unlet- 
tered, and  less  fortunate  of  the  respective  sexes,  —  the  elementary 
knowledge  within  their  power  to  bestow. 

The  former  Superintendents  of  the  two  departments  of  the 
school,  William  G.  Weld,  Esq.,  and  Miss  Lucy  M.  Beck,  were  in- 
vited, and  consented  to  resume  their  offices  in  the  several  divisions. 
They  have  each  performed  their  duties  with  exemplary  fidelity  and 
entire  satisfaction.  Mr.  Weld  especially,  for  his  gratuitous  devotion 
to  Che  arduous  task-work  which  he  assumes  in  his  separate  sphere, — 
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despite  the  heavy  cares  of  a  large  private  business  concern  the 
responsibilities  of  which  he  dailj  shares,  —  is  entitled  to  special 
notice  and  conunendation 

....  The  Industrial  Rooms,  Lynde  Street,  which  were  closed 
in  July,  were  re-opened  in  early  winter.  A  crowd  of  applicants 
at  my  doors  were  referred  to  it  for  work,  without  the  shame  of 
dependence  or  alms-seeking  overtly.  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  only 
a  minor  portion  of  them  accepted  its  privileges;  but  all  who  chose, 
were  supplied  with  employment  at  living  prices,  without  a  penny's 
discount  from  the  hard-earned  wages  of  their  toil.  The  worthy  and 
industrious  were  thus  furnished  with  grateful  occupation  through 
the  late  trying  season.  Their  self-respect  was  preserved ;  and  they 
have  been  enabled  thereby  to  supply  bread  for  themselves  and  their 
dependent  households 

....  Connected  with  this  establishment,  (our  Lynde-street  In- 
dustrial,) is  a  small  Sewing  School,  taught  by  an  experienced  and 
benevolent  matron.  The  pupils  are  practised  in  singing,  and  disci- 
plined to  good  manners  as  well  as  good  morals, — in  fine,  the  homely 
virtues  of  neatness,  order  and  quiet  industry.  There  is  also  belong- 
ing to  the  same,  a  little  Library  for  the  use  of  callers,  more  valuable 
in  material  than  size,  numbering  about  one  hundred  selected  vo- 
lumes ;  with  a  prospect  of  its  early  and  considerable  enlargement. 
The  general  oversight  of  the  Industrial  department  is  in  the  hands 
of  Mrs.  Bigelow,  whose  improved  health  has  permitted  her  cheerful 
resumption  of  the  duties  of  the  charge ;  although  the  more  practi- 
cal details  of  the  management  are  committed  to  a  special  superin- 
tendent heretofore  employed  in  the  work; — a  lady  who  shares 
largely  our  esteem  and  confidence. 

Passing  from  this,  I  proceed  to  speak  of  the  Central  Office  of  the 
Ministry  at  Large.  —  By  a  communication  from  your  Secretary 
received  on  the  20th  of  April,  the  questionable  advantages  of  its 
continuance  were  suggested,  with  an  intimation  of  the  expediency 
of  its  early  closure.  The  subject  was  weighed  with  due  considera- 
tion and  deference ;  and  at  first  was  regarded  as  authoritative  in 
the  course  to  be  pursued.  I  took  immediate  steps  by  proper  notices 
and  otherwise,  to  abandon  the  old  familiar  haunt  at  the  expiration 
of  the  first  quarter.  On  consultation  with  my  brethren,  however, 
strong  doubts  were  expressed  of  the  propriety  of  such  measure ; 
and  an  anxious  desire  was  evinced  for  a  longer  trial  of  the  ben^ 
fits  and  conveniences  of  a  Central  Office  for  our  purposes.  The 
managers  and  agents  of  the  Children's  Mission  who  had  shared  gra- 
tuitously its  advantages  since  the  institution  of  that  charity  eight 
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years  ago,  and  who  then  contemplated  no  removal  elsewhere,  were 
equally  solicitous  for  the  maintenance  of  the  School-street  Office. 
.They  proffered  by  their  president  to  bear  a  part  of  the  expenses, — 
assumed,  in  the  minimum  of  one  third,  at  seventy-five  dollars  annu- 
ally. Our  landlord,  at  the  same  time  on  our  position  being  made 
known,  though  raising  on  all  his  other  tenants,  consented,  should 
we  remain  at  our  old  quarters,  to  keep  the  rent  at  the  former  stan- 
dard; namely,  at  one  hundred  and  fiily  dollars,  yearly.  Under 
these  circumstances,  your  President  and  others  of  the  Executive 
Committed  were  conferred  with ;  and  the  result  was,  the  assump- 
tion of  the  responsibility  on  my  part  of  a  re-engagement  of  the 
School-street  premises  for  the  year  ending  with  our  present  quar- 
ter. Subsequently,  the  Board  of  the  Children's  Mission  concluded 
to  remove  to  more  spacious  and  eligible  rooms  for  the  purposes  of 
that  Institution,  in  Eliot  Street  But  they  paid,  through  their  presi- 
dent, Mr.  Fearing,  their  share  of  expenses  for  eight  months  of  joint 
occupancy  with  ourselves  .during  the  current  year,  namely,  the 

sum  of  fifly  dollars 

^  ....  Our  present  quarter  terminates  on  the  first  of  April; 

and  the  re-engagement  of  the  premises  thereafter  for  the  uses  and 
convenience  of  the  servants  of  your  Board  will  depend  on  the  allow- 
ance and  sanction  of  its  Committee. 

....  It  remains  for  me  to  speak  of  our  financial  concerns. 
The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  our  receipts  and  disbursements  since 
March  1st,  1858  : 

Amount  of  balance  on  hand  from  last  year's  account $102.40 

1858. 
July  29.    BeceiTed  from  Joseph  H.  Allen,  Ssq.  Tr.  dividends  on 

Lienow  Fund 126.60 

Dec.    4.    Received  from  the  same  do.  do.  for  Not 111.60 

Deo.  22.    Eeceived  from  Hon.  Albert  Fearing,  president  of  Board 

of  Children's  Mission,  in  aid  of  rent 50.00 

1859. 
Feb.  16.    Received  from  Federal-street  Church,  by  the  hands  of 
^  Rev.  Dr.  Gannett,  pastor,  for  the  poor's  purse  of  the 

Ministers  at  Large  * 75.00 

Feb.  28.    Amount  of  voluntary  bene&etions  and  contributions  in 

aid  of  the  charities  of  this  Ministry 976.40 

Total $1431.60 

1859« 
Feb.  28.    Paid  total  of  office  expenditures  and  appropriations  to 

date $1302.97 

Balance  on  hand  to  new  account 128.63 

Total  as  above $1431.60 

*  Included  in  the  two  former  years,  under  the  head  of  Voluntary  Benefactions. 
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It  will  be  seen  hj  the  returns,  compared  with  onr  last  Beport, 
that  our  receipts  have  been  materially  diminished  from  the  amount 
of  the  previous  jear.  Some  of  our  former  liberal  patrons  have 
dropt  off;  ^not  suffered  to  continue"  by  reason  of  the  inevitable 
event  which  awaits  us  all.  Others  have  preferred  certain  more 
popular  and  emulous  forms  of  charity ;  for  which  we  make  no  com- 
plaint, but  are  thankful  from  our  ^  heart  of  hearts  "  for  the  liberal 
favors  of  the  benefactors  who  remain,  and  who  have  not  forgotten 
us  in  the  distributions  of  their  charities. 

Our  generous  helpers  from  year  to  year,  the  ladies  of  the  Tuck- 
erman  Circle, — -.an  association  coeval  with  the  labors  of  him 
whose  honored  name  it  bears,  —  have  continued  to  forward  their 
liberal  benefactions.  The  sum  of  their  donations  in  aid  of  our 
poor  since  the  1st  of  March  last,  transmitted  in  seven  separate 
contributions,  is  $593.88.  Their  president,  Mrs.  Thomas  B.  Wales, 
has  surpassed  her  usual  personal  liberality  by  an  order  for  goods 
on  the  Needlewoman's  Friend  Society  to  the  amount  of  fifty  dol- 
lars, sent  for  the  uses  of  our  minbtry  in  the  first  week  in  January. 

We  have  been  indebted  to  the  kind,  thoughtful  generosity  of  % 

Messrs.  Francis  £.  Faxon  &  Co.  for  a  valuable  box  of  boots,  shoes, 
and  rubbers,  (five  dozen  pairs  in  all,)  received  in  the  month  of 
December  for  distribution  to  our  needy  beneficiaries.  A  few  other 
friends  have  kindly  aided  in  providing  for  the  wants  of  our  nume- 
rous dependent  poor,  by  supplies  of  clothing  and  other  useful 
articles.  But  the  number  has  been  less  than  in  former  years,  — 
not  exceeding  a  score  of  packages  in  alL 

BespectfuUy  submitted, 

Andrew  Bioelow. 

BosTOir,  Feb.  28,  1869. 


BEPORT  OF  REV.  8.  B.  CRUPT. 

When  an  institution  becomes  popular,  it  is  attended  with  peril, 
and  needs  a  more  watchful  supervision.  The  principles  in  which 
it  originated,  the  measures  by  which  it  is  conducted,  the  reasons  by 
which  it  is  supported,  are  too  apt  to  be  forgotten  or  overlooked. 
It  basks  in  the  sunshine  of  popular  favor,  and  that  is  enough.  Its 
utility  goes  unque-stioned.    All  give  it  their  blessing,  and  wish  it 
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God-epeed ;  its  very  existence  being  a  pledge  both  of  present  effl- 
cacj  and  of  future  success. 

Such,  in  some  degree,  I  sometimes  fear,  may  be  the  case  with  the 
institution  of  the  Ministry  at  Large.  The  wisdom  of  its  inception, 
and  the  abundance  and  maturity  of  its  fruit,  are  on  all  hands  ac- 
knowledged. It  has  become  one  of  the  established  institutions  of 
the  city,  of  unquestioned  benevolence,  against  which  hardly  a  whis- 
per is  breathed;  one  that  may  be  safely  left  to  itself  quietly  to  do  its 
own  work ;  to  go  on  with  a  sort  of  perpetual  motion,  the  momentum 
haying  been  derived,  at  the  start,  in  the  superior  wisdom  of  its  de- 
sign, and  in  its  admirable  adaptedness  to  a  peculiar,  pressing  need  of 
humanity.  In  other  words,  paradoxical  though  it  may  seem,  the 
great  danger  of  the  Ministry  at  Large  Ues  in  its  very  paptdarity. 
If  it  could  only  have  some  enemies  to  speak  against  it ;  if  but  its 
right  to  live  could  be  denied,  and  its  claims  to  farther  support  be 
persistently  questioned ;  if  it  could  only,  in  some  way,  be  thrown 
upon  the  defence,  and  be  made  to  fight  its  way  to  public  regard,  — 
it  would  be  much  better  for  it ;  it  would  flourish  more  vigorously 
and  effectively ;  and  this  for  two  reasons.  It  would  lead,  first,  to  an 
inquiry  into  the  true  and  original  design  of  this  Ministry ;  and, 
secondly,  it  would  band  together,  in  new  life  and  in  larger  numbers, 
its  professed  supporters,  by  infusing  into  each  a  new  sense  of  per- 
sonal responsibility,  and  a  larger  need  of  personal  co-operation. 

Such  inquiry  is  needed.  The  objects  of  the  Ministry  at  Large 
are  still,  by  many,  but  dimly  apprehended.  Your  Missionaries  are 
being  continually  interrogated,  and  in  quarters  where  ignorance 
would  hardly  seem  pardonable,  as  to  the  measures  employed,  and 
the  ends  to  be  accomplished,  by  this  Mission.  Some  would  seem  to 
regard  it  as  a  mere  ahnsgiving  Institution ;  as  having  to  do  only 
with  the  clamorous  mendicants  about  our  streets,  and  providing  for 
the  physical  necessities  of  the  poor.  K  such  cases,  and  the  re- 
peated calls  for  food  and  raiment,  be  not  at  once  attended  to,  then 
the  Ministry  is  supposed  to  fail  of  its  purpose,  and  becomes  amena- 
ble to  censure.  Some  seem  to  regard  it  only  as  a  Sabbath  Ministry, 
the  chief  sphere  of  its  labor  being  within  the  walls  of  the  sanc- 
tuary; and  expect,  that,  like  the  established  Ministry  of  our 
Churches,  it  will  show  its  best  power  and  largest  results  on  the  first 
day  of  the  week. 

If  the  visitor  or  delegate,  ignorant  of  the  peculiar  circumstances 
and  condition  of  the  worshippers,  chance  to  find  at  the  Chapel  a 
sparse  or  irregular  attendance,  he  is  apt  to  consider  this  as  the 
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index  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Ministry,  and  to  imagine  that  it 
accomplishes  but  little,  if  it  does  not  fall  short  of  its  true  end. 
Again :  if  these  worshippers  appear  in  better  apparel  than  might 
be  expected,  looking  as  well  as  the  members  of  any  other  congrega- 
tion ;  or  if  there  be  any  of  the  <^  better  off"  scattered  here  and  there 
through  the  assembly,  —  then,  too,  this  Ministry,  beings  in  the  eyes 
of  some,  exdusirely  designed  for  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  is  pr6- 
nounced  a  failure,  and  not  worth  the  toil  and  expense  bestowed 
upon  it 

Such  superficial  critics  forget  that  the  more  showy  garment  may 
possibly  either  be  a  borrowed  one,  or  be  the  fruit  of  most  protracted 
toil.  They  forget  that  the  Chapel  ministrations  cannot  reach  down 
to  the  lowest  strata  of  society ;  that  those  from  this  class  never  can 
be  induced  to  come  up  to  the  house  of  God ;  that  the  gospel  is  to  be 
carried  to  such ;  and  that  to  preach  this  beyond  the  walls  of  the 
Chapel  is  one  of  the  all-important  and  indispensable  functions  of 
the  Ministry  at  Large.  They  forget  that  there  is  a  laudable  pride, 
a  just  self-respect,  which  forbids  those  who  are  classed  as  poor 
from  entering  a  house  of  worship,  unless  they  are  able  to  appear 
as  respectably  as  their  neighbors.  They  forget,  also,  that  the  more 
proper  significance  of  these  chapels  is,  that  they  are  freey  and  ex- 
tend their  invitation  alike  to  all  who  are  not  and  cannot  be  reached 
by  the  other  churches.  Sometimes,  for  other  reasons  than  that  of 
mere  poverty,  they  would  be  all  things  to  all  persons,  so  that  they 
may  save  some,  even  those  who  may  abound  in  worldly  resources ; 
and  that  all  sense  of  invidious  caste,  and  of  respect  for  persons^ 
may  be  for  ever  banished  from  one  place  at  least  on  earth, — the 
house  of  Him  who  hath  said, ''  Behold,  all  souls  are  mine ! " 

I  might,  did  the  limits  of  this  Report  allow,  proceed  by  stating 
other  misapprehensions  with  reference  to  the  objects  of  the  Ministry 
at  Large.  But  enough  has  been  said  to  illustrate  the  need  of  fre- 
quent recurrence  tg  first  principles,  and  of  examining  anew  the 
foundations  in  which  it  was  laid.     How,  and  by  whom,  were  these  f*^ 

laid  ?  How  did  this  Institution  shape  itself  in  the  minds  of  its  wise 
and  honored  founders  ?  What  did  Dr.  Tuckerman  understand  by  it  ? 
The  very  name  he  gave  would  seem  to  indicate  his  conception  of  its 
true  design.  A  Ministry  at  Large, — ai  Large.  This  was  the  em- 
phatic designation ;  not  a  Ministry  exclusively  intended  for  the  poor, 
but  one  alike  adapted  to  the  rich  as  well  as  to  the  poor.  It  was  to  be 
the  great  connecting  link  between  the  two  extremes ;  fusing  into  one 
grand,  Christian  whole,  the  serving  and  the  served,  the  depending 
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and  the  dependent.  It  was  to  be  a  MiDistry  not  so  much  to  the 
bodies  as  to  the  souls  of  men.  The  "  Poor's  Purse,"  indeed,  is  used 
with  reference  to  the  former  of  these  objects,  but  only  in  so  far  as 
It  tended  to  the  elevation  of  the  latter.  The  charity  it  bestowed 
was  but  incidental;  its  chief  purpose  being  the  moral  and  spiritual 
benefit  of  the  recipient.  The  chaff  was  left  for  the  public  official 
almoner  to  provide  fbr,  were  there  no  wheat  to  be  garnered  and 
ripened  for  the  kingdom.  And  it  was  not  a  Chapel  Ministry  alone. 
The  Chapel  was  needed,  upper  room,  hall,  or  vestry,  as  a  place  of 
Sunday  assembling,  where  the  word  of  exhortation  or  instruction 
could  be  imparted  to  those  gathered  in  from  the  week-day  visita- 
tions ;  as  a  |^ace  where  all  the  grand  working  forces  of  the  Ministry 
at  Large  (moral,  educational,  reformatory)  could  be  brought  together 
in  one  grand  central  focus.  But  the  largest  congregation  was  that 
outside  the  walls  of  the  sanctuary ;  the  most  effective  discourse, 
that  preached  by  the  fireside,  the  wayside,  the  work-bench,  in  the 
sick-room,  in  the  school-room,  or  prison-cell.  It  was  not  so  much  a 
Sabbath  as  a  Week-day  Ministry ;  a  domiciliary  much  more  than 
a  Church  Mission.  The  friendless  were  to  find  their  friend,  and 
the  shepherdless  their  shepherd,  in  the  Minister  at  Large.  *'  No 
man  hath  cared  for  my  soul  '*  was  not  a  cry  to  come  unheeded  to 
bis  ear.  Homes  were  to  be  provided,  in  the  city  or  country,  for 
the  homeless  and  exposed;  the  stray  lambs  were  to  be  gathered 
within  the  fold  of  the  Sunday  School;  the  young  to  be  rescued 
from  street  temptations,  and  removed  from  their  haunts  of  vice ; 
the  erring  to  be  rebuked,  the  desponding  to  be  cheered,  the  hostile 
to  be  reconciled.  The  sick-chamber,  the  deathbed,  the  house  of 
mourning,  were  to  be  all  as  familiar  and  consecrated  places. 

Such,  in  its  nature  and  design,  I  believe,  was  the  Ministry  at 
Large,  as  it  opened,  so  broad  and  far-reaching,  before  the  eyes  of 
its  honored  founder.  A  true  Gospel  Ministry  it  was  to  be,  not 
of  one  day,  but  of  all  days,  and  for  all  time ;  ever  old,  and  ever 
new ;  blessing  and  uniting  alike  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  serving 
and  the  served ;  bidding  the  '^  brother  of  low  degree  rejoice  in  that 
he  is  exalted,  and  the  rich  in  that  he  is  made  low."  Such,  at  leasts 
has  been  my  conception  of  this  Ministry,  during  the  years  of  its 
occupancy, — years  of  laborious  toil,  yet  of  blessed  privilege.  What 
of  good  may  have  been  accomplished  in  them  has  been  the  steady 
fruit  of  fidelity  to  such  convictions. 

A  more  zealous  co-operation  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the 

Ministry  at  Large  on  the  part  of  its  friends  and  supporters,  would, 
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as  already  intimated,  be  another  excellent  result  to  follow  from 
recurrence  to  first  principles,  and  an  examination  of  the  primary 
foundations.  Our  churches  would  feel  a  deeper  individual  interest 
in  the  Mission.  It  would  be  seen  then  to  be — as,  in  the  original 
constitution  of  the  ^'  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches,"  it  was 
intended  to  be  —  an  important  part,  adjunct,  wider  extension,  of  their 
own  respective  ministries.  One  body  in  Christ,  they,  the  members 
in  particular,  banded  together  in  the  great  Redeemer's  name,  in  the 
glad  work  of  extending  Christian  sympathies  and  influences  outside 
of  their  own  immediate  parochial  limits.  The  ministers  of  these 
churches  might  themselves  take  the  lead,  by  personal  inquiry  into, 
and  constant  supervision  of,  this  Ministry,  and  by  occasional  ex- 
changes of  the  pulpit  with  the  Missionaries  (as  a  sign  visible  at 
least  of  such  interest  on  their  part),  and  by  otherwise  acquainting 
themselves  with  the  week-day  operations  of  the  Mission.  They 
might  see  to  it  that  no  want  ever  goes  unsupplied,  and  no  call  un- 
heeded, in  their  respective  congregations,  for  new  laborers  and  new 
instrumentalities  in  this  vineyard.  Nothing  brings  such  a  cordial 
to  the  Missionary's  heart,  and  makes  his  burden  so  light,  as  the 
consciousness  that  he  is  working  not  alone ;  that,  when  in  any  strait, 
there  is  a  quarter  to  which  he  can  always  turn  for  help,  and  never 
in  vain.  Such  a  course  would  seem  to  be  an  excellent  means  of 
awakening  and  sustaining  Missionary  life  in  the  churches.  It  would 
help  to  expel  all  selfishness  and  worldliness,  and  bind  the  poor  to 
the  rich,  and  the  rich  to  the  poor,  in  the  all-blessing  bonds  of  a  true 
Christian  brotherhood.  The  ofilce  of  Delegate  would  then  be  no 
sinecure  and  no  blank.  In  conjunction  with  his  pastor,  he  would 
serve  as  an  active  organ  of  communication  between  the  chapels 
and  the  churches ;  making  the  two  Ministries,  in  their  practical  uses, 
one  and  the  same. 

What  the  Ministry  at  Large  in  reality  accomplishes  can  be  seen 
only  by  patient  and  painstaking  investigation ;  and  this  it  always 
courts.  No  mere  visit  to  the  Chapel  upon  the  Lord's  Day  can 
give,  or  ought  to  give,  any  adequate  idea  of  its  workings  and  results. 
These  must  be  seen  in  the  parochial  vbitations,  the  home  evan- 
gelization, the  educational  provisions,  the  preventive  measures,  the 
reformatory  organizations,  which  are  its  component  and  distinguish- 
ing features.  Its  Evening  Schools  should  be  visited.  They  do  an 
important  work.  They  redeem  many  an  hour  that  would  other- 
wise be  spent  in  idleness  and  in  the  haunts  of  dissipation.  By  the 
impulsive  power  of  a  new  thought  and  nobler  purpose,  they  expel 
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the  yicioos  tendency,  and  tone  the  mind  to  a  higher  moral  level. 
Bj  a  humanizing  intercourse  with  those  belonging  to  the  more  re- 
fined walks  of  life,  —  an  intercourse,  in  many  cases,  which  lasts 
beyond  the  mere  school  session,  —  the  social  affections  are  strength- 
ened, and  the  whole  heart  is  blessed  and  regenerated. 

A  similar  influence  goes  forth  to  a  yet  wider  extent,  on  the  young 
ductile  heart  growing  up  to  womanhood,  from  its  Sewing  Schools. 
Principles  of  order,  neatness,  economy,  thrift,  and  sound  morals, 
are  instilled  in  these,  opening  not  only  a  new  world  in  the  present, 
but  a  brighter  one  for  the  future,  in  the  new  power  obtained  to 
withstand  temptation,  in  the  new  value  set  upon  domestic  economy, 
in  the  new  meaning  given  to  home  and  to  home-life. 

The  Neighborhood  Meetings^  for  religious  conference  and  prayer, 
are  most  prevailing  means,  under  God,  for  good.  The  Holy  Spirit 
comes  down  with  a  converting  power  upon  hearts  that  would  not 
otherwise  be  reached  in  the  sanctuary.  The  blended  voice  of  praise 
and  prayer  makes  at  one  those  who  would  otherwise  be  estranged. 
A  socializing  and  Christianizing  atmosphere,  at  the  same  time,  is 
2  breathed  at  these  sacred  assemblings.     Those  whose  soiled  or  tat- 

tered garments  might  debar  their  possessor  from  entering  the  gates 
of  Zion,  receive  most  thankfully  there  at  the  Missionary's  hands,  com- 
ing from  the  Lord,  their  new  garment  of  eahaHon ;  and  they  go 
away  with  unburdened  heart,  praising  and  glorifying  God.  ^  Oh ! 
these  heavenly  sittings  in  Christ  Jesus ! " — *^  How  I  do  prize  them  1 " 
said  a  poor  widowed  mother  to  me  the  other  day.  ^  They  have 
been  a  great  blessing  both  to  me  and  my  children :  they  have  given 
me  a  new  home ;  and,  what  is  better, — for  I  feel  now  so  secure  of 
it, — they  have  given  me  a  new  home  in  heaven." 

The  Mission  Sunday  Schoolj  too,  should  not  be  forgotten,  as  a 
most  important  ally  in  the  great  work  of  Christian  instruction  and 
redemption.    The  induence  of  the  faithful,  sympathizing  teacher, 
over  the  heart  and  the  home  of  the  child  of  destitution,  is  one  most 
-"^  marked.     The  little  Sunday-school-library  book  goes  as  a  glad 

evangel  to  dwellings  which  may  find  thus  their  only  moral  and  intel- 
lectual aliment.  The  faithful  pupil  returns  to  his  lowly  home  with 
his  mind  filled  with  sacred  lore,  and  he  becomes  a  Bible  interpreter 
there.  The  unconverted  parent  sits  as  disciple  at  his  child's  feet ; 
and  then  he  arises,  taking  the  hand  of  that  precious  little  one,  and 
is  led  by  him  to  the  house  of  God,  where  the  Great  Teacher  un- 
folds to  him  more  fully  of  the  mysteries  of  his  kingdom.  In  these 
nuuy  ways,  the  Sunday  School,  keeping  true  to  the  original  design 
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of  its  founder,  manifests  its  especial  power  of  usefulness  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Ministry  at  Large. 

Other  auxiliaries  might  be  named,  each  effective  in  its  way. 
Meetings  for  the  promotion  of  social  fellowship  (''family  gatherings," 
as  we  sometimes  call  them),  classes  for  Bible  instruction,  church 
assemblings,  rural  excursions,  Christmas  and  anniversary  festi- 
vals, &c.,  —  these  are  all  made  to  bear  their  part  towards  the 
one  great  Christian  whole.  All  help  to  the  consummation  of  the  one 
grand  design  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  —  the  highni  elevation  of 
the  individual  man. 

These  remarks  may  perhaps  serve  both  to  suggest  and  complete 
the  Report  of  the  last  year's  doings ;  for  these  have  been  the  in-* 
stru mentalities  used,  and  these  the  ends  pursued,  by  your  Missionary 
during  this  period.  The  general  features  of  the  South-End  Mis- 
sion have  not  at  all  changed.  The  results  have  been  more  hopeful 
than  could  have  been  expected.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  allude 
here  to  the  discouragements  through  which  we  have  passed,  similar 
to,  yet  more  disastrous  than,  those  of  the  previous  year;  those,  I 
mean,  consequent  upon  the  rumors  and  endeavors  to  dispose  of  our 
ChapeL  They  are  known  all  to  the  Fraternity.  With  their  attend- 
ing suspense  and  misgivings  they  were  hard  to  bear.  Yet  have  we 
been  sustidned  through  them  better  than  we  could  have  hoped; 
and  now  we  enter  upon  the  labors  of  the  new  year  with  unabated 
faith.  The  various  departments  of  this  Mission  show  a  wondrously 
recuperative  power.  The  blessing  of  Heaven  must  be  resting  upon 
it,  as  we  would  humbly  hope.  Our  Sunday  congregations,  especially 
in  the  afternoon,  were  never  larger  in  our  best  days  than  they  are 
at  present.  Our  Sunday  School  and  our  Evening  and  Sewing 
Schools  were  never  in  better  condition,  or  accomplished  so  much. 
Our  Neighborhood  Meetings  are  all  well  attended,  often  thronged, 
with  increasing  signs  of  religious  interest. 

The  Pastoral  calls  and  Missionary  demands  were  never  more 
numerous ;  all  seemingly  going  to  prove  the  fact  of  the  entire  fit- 
ness of  our  present  locality ;  the  imperative  need  of  such  a  Mini- 
stry just  as  and  where  it  now  is,  —  a  Ministry,  under  God,  to  be 
made  yet  more  effective,  as  friends  determined  and  true  shall  come 

over  and  help. 

BespectfuUy  submitted, 

S.  B.  Cruft. 

Blackstoxx  Square,  Feb.  22,  1869. 
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RBV.  MR,  WINKLEY'S  EEPORT. 

Minister  at  Large  I  —  that  is  a  title,  than  which  the  world  has 
not  a  better.  At  large,  «^  confined  to  no  sect,  limited  to  no  party. 
He  is  for  all  who  need  him.  Catholic  and  Protestant,  Trinitarian 
and  Unitarian,  believer  and  unbeliever,  virtuous  and  vicious,  rich 
and  poor, — all  are  his  brethren,  all  the  oli^ects  of  his  impartial 
interest  He  is  for  all  as  a  minister,  ^ot  at  all  as  a  philosophert 
to  originate  fundamental  religious  truths;  but  as  a  teacher  and 
preacher  of  that  which  he  receives  through  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  and  that  for  the  salvation  of  individuals  from  error  and  sin, 
and  the  confirmation  of  them  in  truth  and  holiness;  and  so  the 
rescuing  them  from  wretchedness  here  and  hereafter,  to  peace  now 
and  for  ever. 

And  jet  the  Minister  at  Lai^e  is  a  man,  and  therefore  ver  j  limited 
in  his  abilities.  He  cannot  each  daj,  nor  each  year,  visit  the  thou- 
sands of  this  city  who  are  disconnected  with  religious  societies,  and 
who  have  no  other  minister :  therefore  he  has  to  circumscribe  his 
field.  He  is  compelled  to  limit  his  number  to  two  or  three  hundreds 
of  families. 

Each  Minister  at  Large  adopts  his  own  course.  The  one  at 
Pitts-street  Chapel  finds  it  necessary  to  be  quite  systematic  in  his 
labors,  if  he  would  at  all  accomplish  the  object  kept  constantly  before 
him  ;  which  is,  to  Christianize  as  many  as  possible. 

To  "  make  disciples  "  of  Christ,  two  instrumentalities  offer  them- 
selves to  the  Minister  at  Large  as  at  once  among  the  most  effective : 
these  are  public  worship  and  the  Sunday  school.  And,  because 
these  are  thus  powerful  for  good,  does  he  thank  God,  that,  in  his 
providence,  one  day  in  each  seven  affords  ample  opportunity  for  the 
use  of  both  of  these. 

Our  present  plan  of  public  worship  and  preaching  is  quite  similar 
to  what  it  has  been  for  the  last  twelve  years.  In  the  morning  ser- 
vice, courses  of  sermons,  intended  for  religious  instruction,  are 
preached ;  and,  in  the  afternoon,  sermons  of  a  more  practical  nature. 
For  the  last  year,  we  have  adopted  congregational  singing  for  hoth 
services,  and  enjoy  it  much.  Li  the  morning  service,  we  have  been 
drawn  more  towards  a  liturgical  form ;  for  the  congregation  not  only 
onite  in  the  singing,  as  in  the  afternoon  service,  but  also  read  alter- 
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nate  verses  of  Scripture  with  the  minister,  and  repeat  the  last  extem- 
poraneous prajer  afler  him.  This  maj  be  owing  to  two  causes : 
first,  the  sermons  are  less  devotional,  and  so  we  need  to  have  the 
services  more  devotional ;  and,  second,  the  congregation  is  smaller, 
and  therefore  enjoy  what  is  to  them  the  more  social  and  religious 
form.  On  Sunday  evenings,  for  three  jears,  we  have  had  a  course 
of  lectures  preached  bj  clergymen  of  different  denominations.  This 
year,  the  course  consists  of  eight  lectures  in  answer  to  the  question, 
^  What  ought  we  to  do  to  Christianize  others  ?  "  When  no  course 
of  lectures  is  being  delivered,  we  have,  on  each  Sunday  evening,  a 
conference  meeting  in  the  vestry.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  unusual 
religious  interest  during  the  last  year  has  produced  any  special 
interest  in  any  of  our  meetings.  We  are  not  subject  to  seasons  of 
great  lack  of  interest,  and  so  are  not  liable  to  the  other  extreme. 
Perhaps  a  few  more  than  the  syerage  number  have  united  with  the 
church. 

Our  Sunday  School  is  called  the  ^  Howard  Sunday  School ; "  not 
for  Howard  the  philanthropist,  but  for  another  lover  of  his  race  not 
so  well  known  to  fame.  The  Howard  Sunday  School  holds  two  ses- 
sions each  Sunday.  It  is  divided  into  two  departments.  The  infant 
school  is  under  the  charge  of  Miss  F.  S.  Merrill,  the  regularly 
appointed  assistant  of  the  pastor.  The  school  proper  is  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  pastor  and  two  able  assistants ;  viz.,  Messrs. 
George  Merrill  and  Francis  C.  Manning.  There  are  connected  with 
the  whole  school  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  pupils  and  sixty 
teachers.  The  morning  session  is  devoted  to  teaching  the  Bible ; 
for  aid  to  which,  we  use  the  ^Howard  Sunday-school  Question- 
book,"  prepared  for  the  school  by  the  Superintendent.  This  book 
begins  with  Genesis,  and  goes  through  the  Bible  as  a  whole ;  includ- 
ing the  Apocrypha,  and  the  intermediate  and  additional  portions  of 
history  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  There  is  one  remarkable 
and  encouraging  fact  connected  with  this  book.  We  supposed  that 
none  but  pupils  fourteen  years  of  age  and  older  would  be  able  to  use 
the  book,  and  that  some  classes  of  these  would  soon  weary  of  it ;  where- 
as nearly  every  class  beginning  has  continued  its  use,  and  classes  of 
even  less  than  twelve  years  of  age  have  pursued  it  with  profit  and 
interest.  Besides  this,  it  has  given  such  point  to  our  teachers' 
meetings,  that  faithfiil  teachers  enough  have  actually  volunteered 
to  take  classes  in  the  school.  The  aflernoon  session  of  the  Sunday 
School  u  devoted  to  practical  lessons.    Connected  with  the  Sunday 
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School  is  a  most  excellent  library  for  pupils,  and  another  for  teachers. 
Thus  public  worship  and  the  Sunday  School  occupy  our  Sundays. 

Besides  the  public  worship  and  the  Sunday  School,  there  are  five 
other  means,  of  a  somewhat  subordinate  character,  used  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  the  Ministry  at  Large :  — 

1.  7%«  Evening  School  —  This  is  held  four  evenings  each  week 
for  a  Qortion  of  the  year.  It  is  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bige- 
low. 

2.  A  Sewing  SchooL  —  This  is  held  one  afternoon  in  each  week, 
and  is  under  the  care  of  Miss  F.  S.  Merrill.  These  two  are  princi- 
pally  beneficial  to  foreign  Catholics.  Scarcely  any  of  my  own  flock 
attend,  or  need  to  attend,  either. 

3.  The  Parish  Library,  —  This  contains  over  seven  hundred 
volumes.  It  is  open  each  week  for  the  use  of  every  member  of  the 
parish. 

4.  The  Poor's  Puree,  —  A  sum  of  money  coming  from  different 
sources,  and  doing  its  own  peculiar  and  blessed  work.     And,  — 

5.  The  PitU'Street  Chapel  Aesodates,  —  An  association  of  the 
young  men  of  the  Chapel,  holding  weekly  meetings  for  debate,  decla- 
mation, lectures,  and  similar  purposes. 

Besides  these  five,  there  are,  three  other  means  used,  which 
deserve  to  be  ranked  in  value  nearer  to  the  public  services  of  the 
sabbath.  These  are,  1.  Visits ;  2.  Visitors ;  3.  Meetings.  My  plan 
has  been  to  give  my  mornings  to  visiting,  and  an  hour  or  two  each 
afternoon  to  the  reception  of  callers,  and  evenings  to  meetings. 

But  this  I  have  found  impossible  to  continue.  I  have  visited  less 
than  usual  during  the  last  year,  and  have  endeavored  to  receive  less 
visits.  As  to  meetings,  the  number  and  kind  differ  somewhat  at  difier- 
ent  seasons  of  the  year.  In  addition  to  the  evening  school,  sewing 
school,  and  associates'  meeting,  heretofore  mentioned,  there  are  at 
present  ten  meetings.  Two  of  these  are  under  the  charge  of  Miss 
Merrill,  —  viz.,  a  weekly  devotional  meeting  for  children,  and  a 
weekly  teachers'  meeting  for  the  teachers  of  the  infant  school ;  one 
under  the  care  of  the  church,  —  viz.,  a  weekly  conference  meeting. 
Seven  are  under  my  charge  ;  viz.,  —  1.  The  Monthly  Teachers^ 
Meeting^  at  which  the  business  of  the  school  is  transacted,  and  special 
religious  questions  discussed.  2.  The  Preparatory  Lecture,  held 
once  each  month.  3.  The  Behearsal,  a  weekly  meeting  of  such  of 
the  congregation  as  may  sing;  of  which  I  am  chorister.  4.  A  Sing^ 
ing  Meeting  for  children  once  a  week ;  of  which  I  am  teacher.    5.  A 
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weeklj  Devotional  Meeting,  6.  A  weekly  meeting  of  the  Social 
Circle,  And,  7.  A  weekly  Teacheri  Meeting^  at  which  the  lessons 
for  the  following  Sunday,  both  biblical  and  practical,  are  taught. 

For  six  months  of  the  past  year,  I  have  been  absent  from  the  city 
for  my  health ;  the  first  time  in  the  twelve  and  a  half  years  of  my 
ministry  that  I  have  actually  ^  broken  down.**  My  vacation  did  me 
thorough  service ;  so  that,  since  my  return,  I  feel  perfectly  well* 

During  my  absence,  Rev.  Edward  C.  Guild  took  charge  of  my 
pulpit ;  performing  almost  in  form,  as  actually  in  fact,  a  ^  labor  of  love" 
to  me,  and  a  most  acceptable  service  to  my  people.  The  Sunday- 
school  interests  were  most  efSciently  cared  for  by  our  two  able 
assistant  superintendents,  —  Messrs.  Greorge  Merrill  and  Frances  (X 
Manning. 

The  large  parochial  labor  was  laid  upon  my  colleague,  Miss  F.  S. 
Merrill,  and  two  assistants  added  for  the  time.  The  evidence  of  th^ 
amount  and  value  of  the  service  performed  by  these  three  is  ample, 
in  the  excellent  condition  everywhere  apparent,  and  the  abundant 
reports  made  to  me  upon  my  return.  I  rejoice  that  Miss  Merrill  is 
this  year  to  speak  somewhat  for  herself.  Not  that  there  is  much 
need  thereof  to  those  well  acquainted  with  our  chapel  affairs ;  for 
every  child  even  can  bear  testimony  to  her  abundant  Christian  use- 
fulness ;  but  to  others  interested  in  our  work  it  needs  be  said.  Her 
two  aids  have  consented  to  serve  to  the  end  of  March  on  a  small 
sum  appropriated  therefor.  What  we  shall  do  without  one  or  both 
of  them,  remains  to  be  seen.  My  own  thanks,  and  the  gratitude  of 
all  sympathizing  in  our  work,  is  abundantly  due  to  them  for  a  year's 
untiring  and  constant  labor  for  a  very  small  oompensation. 

To  lighten  my  own  labors,  and  to  add,  at  the  same  time,  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  work  at  the  Chapel,  an  association  is  about  to  be 
formed  there,  which  will  call  itself  a  ^  parish."  It  seeks  for  no  legal 
organization,  no  independence  from  the  supervision  or  responsible- 
ness  of  the  Fraternity.  It  may  not  bring  another  dollar  into  the  trea- 
sury, though  it  does  hope  for  a  time  in  the  dim  future  when  it  shall 
pay  part  at  least  of  the  minister's  salary ;  but  it  promises  immediate 
co-operative  aid  to  the  pastor  of  the  Chapel,  without  which  promise 
he  would  have  been  compelled  to  make  this  his  final  Report  If  that 
which  is  hoped  for  from  this  organization  is  realized,  then  there 
seems  to  be  no  immediate  cause  why  years  of  prosperity  may  not  be 
looked  for ;  at  least,  so  will  we  pray  the  good  Father  that  it  may 
abundantly  be. 
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A]low  me,  in  dosing  this  Report,  to  saj,— 

I  haye  now  reached  the  thirteenth  year  of  mj  ministry  at  the 
ChapeL  I  have  had  constantly  brought  before  me  during  that  time, 
and  in  varioas  ways,  the  subjects  of  pauperism,  human  wretchedness, 
and  crime.  I  started  in  my  ministry  with  the  idea  that  Christianity, 
especially  as  presented  by  devout  Unitarians,  offered  a  remedy  for 
these  at  once,  when  received,  effective,  and  promising  eventually  a 
^  complete  removal ;  at  least,  so  far  as  poverty  and  sorrow  are  desira- 

ble to  be  removed.  Every  step  in  my  experience  has  given  abun- 
dant confirmation  thereof;  and  I  do  not  fear  to  say,  that  this 
conmiunity  is  an  abundant  gainer  in  doSars  for  all  its  investments  in 
this  work.  More :  if  this  dty  were,  not  absolutely  Unitarian,  but 
liberal  enough  for  union  in  the  matter,  so  that  all  could  be  gathered 
into  chapels  such  as  ours,  no  surer  way  could  be  opene^  to  political 
economists  than  the  building  a  chapel,  and  supporting  a  minister,  to 
every  three  hundred  families  not  now  connected  with  churches. 

The  gain  in  character,  in  peace  resulting  from  love  to  Grod  and 

^  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  so  in  all  that  makes  life  desirable, 

*   '^  no  man  can  measure.    Those  who  are  in  the  field  —  I  mean  many 

others  besides  the  ministers  —  can  see  enough  to  assure  their  hearts 
in  this  matter,  and  pray  for  the  prosperity  of  this  branch  of  Zion. 

With  thanks  to  Grod,  and  gratitude  to  you,  for  the  abundant  bless- 
ings of  another  year  in  my  work,  I  submit  this  Beport 

S.    H.  WlNKLET. 


MR.  GERRY'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Secretary  of  the  Benerolent  Fraternitj  of  Churohet. 

Deab  Sib,  —  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  herewith  send 
you  a  Beport  of  my  labors  during  the  short  time  that  I  have  labored 
in  connection  with  the  Hanover-street  Chapel. 

This  Report  finds  the  North  Mission  in  a  comparatively  prosper- 
ous condition ;  although  it  cannot  be  said  to  have  fully  recovered 
from  the  unfavorable  effect  caused  by  the  resignation  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Scandlin,  who  was  compelled  early  last  spring,  on  account  of 
impaired  health,  to  seek  another  and  less  arduous  field  of  labor. 
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Before  proceeding  to  give  a  Report  of  the  present  condition  of 
the  various  movements  in  operation  in  connection  with  this  Mission, 
I  feel,  that,  in  justice  to  myself,  I  ought  to  make  a  statement  of  the 
condition  in  which  I  found  it  when  I  entered  upon  mj  duties  in 
September  last.  At  that  time,  there  were  only  about  thirty  chil- 
dren who  were  regular  in  their  attendance  at  the  Sabbath  SchooL 
The  attendance  upon  the  preaching  services  was  also  very  smalL 

For  several  months  after  Mr.  Scandlin  left  the  Mission,  the  re- 
ligious services  were  conducted  by  various  clergymen,  who  were 
not  expected  to  extend  their  labors  beyond  the  usual  sabbath  duties. 
Therefore,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact,  that  the  Mini- 
stry at  Large  depends  very  much  upon  the  personal  influence, 
constant  visits,  counsel  and  sympathy,  which  a  people  are  accus- 
tomed to  receive  from  a  regular  pastor,  it  will  not  be  thought 
strange  that  the  absence  of  these,  for  several  months  in  succession, 
should  have  had  the  effect  to  create  the  indifference  which  I  found 
existing  among  the  people,  and  also  to  weaken  their  interest  in  the 
Mission. 

On  finding  this  to  be  the  actual  state  of  things,  I  immediately 
commenced  a  systematic  course  of  visiting  among  the  families  who 
were,  or  who  had  been,  connected  with  the  Chapel ;  and  sought,  in 
various  ways,  to  convince  them  of  my  interest  in  their  welfare.  I 
commenced  a  Social  Meeting,  a  Singing  Meeting  for  Children,  and 
a  Conference  and  Prayer  Meeting,  which  seemed  to  awaken  amcmg 
the  people  a  new  interest  in  each  other,  the  Sunday  School,  and  the 
regular  Chapel  services. 

The  practice  of  constant  visiting  has  been  continued  up  to  this 
time,  and  with  good  results.  When  the  regular  work  for  the  winter 
commenced,  the  Social  and  Conference  Meetings  were  discon- 
tinued. 

I  will  now  pass  to  a  statement  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
Mission. 

The  Sunday  School  is  held  from  half-past  ten  to  twelve.  At 
the  present  time,  there  are  ninety-seven  children  connected  with  the 
school,  with  an  average  attendance  of  about  seventy.  Of  this  num- 
ber, twenty-seven  are  new  pupils,  gathered  in  from  families,  who, 
previously  to  my  taking  charge  of  the  Mission,  had  had  no  connec- 
tion with  the  schooL  I  am  Superintendent  of  the  school,  and  have 
also  a  Bible  Class,  consisting  of  ten  young  persons,  under  my  care. 
Mrs.  Gerry  has  charge  of  the  infant  department.  The  other  classes 
are  taught  by  eight  teachers. 


•t 
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Tlie  Anniversary  of  the  School,  which  occurred  oq  the  third 
Sunday  in  December  last,  was  an  occasion  of  great  interest  Ap^ 
propriate  addresses  were  made  to  the  children  present  by  Messrs. 
Lewis  G.  Fray,  Thornton  SL  Lothrop,  A.  S.  Wheeler,  and  George 
Callender,  and  Rev.  Edward  £.  Hale. 

The  Christmas  Festival  was  also  an  occasion  of  much  interest, 
both  to  the  children  and  their  parents.  I  take  pleasure  in  acknow- 
ledging the  receipt  of  generous  donations  for  this  festival  from  many 
persons  interested  in  the  Mission. 

The  Singing  Meeting  for  the  children,  which  was  commenced  last 
autumn,  is  stiU  continued,  and  is  held  every  Wednesday  evening. 
This  weekly  exercise  in  singing  has  been  well  attended  from  the 
first,  and  has  done  much  to  awaken  among  the  children  a  new 
interest  in  the  services  of  the  Sabbath  School. 

The  regular  religious  services  of  the  Chapel  are  held  at  three  in 
the  afternoon,  and  seven  in  the  evening.    The  attendance  upon 
these  services,  during  the  last  few  months,  has  been  quite  good, 
and  is  increasing. 
;^  The  ladies  of  the  Sewing  Circle  have  met  every  week  during 

the  winter,  and  the  garments  made  by  them  have  been  distributed 
among  the  poor. 

The  Sewing  School  for  Destitute  Girls,  which  has  been  under 
the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Gerry,  was  opened  on  the  first  Saturday  in 
December.  One  hundred  and  seven  girls  are  connected  with  the 
school,  with  an  average  attendance  of  seventy-five.  The  children 
have  been  orderly  in  their  deportment,  and  have  made  satisfactory 
improvement.  The  number  of  teachers  in  the  school  is  ten ;  and 
much  credit  is  due  to  them  for  the  interest  manifested  in  its  suc- 
cess by  their  regular  attendance.  Valuable  assistance  has  been 
rendered  in  this  and  other  departments  of  the  Mission  by  Miss 
Mary  E.  Cotton.  Donations  of  material  for  the  school  have  been 
received  fix>m  Messrs.  Tobie,  Gookin,  Wood,  Warren,  Greenleaf, 
^  and  Daniel. 

The  Evening  School  for  Adults  was  commenced  on  the  13th  of 
December.  Both  the  male  and  female  departments  have  been 
under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Mixter.  Mr.  Mister's 
Beport  of  the  school  is  as  follows:  Number  of  males  who  have 
entered  their  names,  one  hundred  and  five ;  females,  thirty-three ; 
making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight.  He  says  that  a 
large  number  who  were  present  at  the  opening  of  the  school,  and 
aUowed  their  names  to  be  registered,  have  not  attended  since.    The 
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namber  o£  male  scholars  on  the  cards  is  fortj-eeven;  femalesi 
twentj-siz.  Of  this  number,  seventeen  have  been  discharged  from 
the  male  department, — ten  for  disorderly  conduct,  three  because 
attending  the  public  schools,  and  the  remainder  on  account  of 
business  engagements.  The  average  age  of  male  scholars  is  14|f ; 
females,  17}f.  Average  attendance  of  males,  18^};  females,  11-]^. 
Present  number  of  male  scholars,  30 ;  female,  26.  The  school  has 
been  held  the  same  number  of  evenings  in  each  week  as  last  year ; 
and  commendable  progress  has  been  made  by  the  pupils  in  their 
studies. 

Saturday  evening,  January  the  8th,  a  meeting,  called  a  Boys' 
Meeting,  was  opened  at  the  Chapel,  with  a  view  to  the  improvement 
of  a  class  of  boys  residing  in  this  part  of  the  city,  who  cannot  be 
influenced  in  the  ordinary  way.  Printed  cards  were  distributed, 
inviting  them  to  attend  the  meeting.  The  attendance  has  varied 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  class  of  boys  who  have 
attended  this  meeting  have  been  of  the  number  who  are  seen 
prowling  about  our  streets  or  objectionable  places  of  amusement, 
and  who  are  brought  before  the  courts,  charged  with  petty  crimes. 

The  meeting  is  opened  with  singing,  and  by  repeating  the  Lord's 
Prayer.  Then  follow  addresses  by  gentlemen  who  may  be  present. 
The  interest  of  this  meeting  has  been  kept  up  by  varying  the 
exercises  from  week  to  week.  On  one  occasion,  the  boys  were 
indulged  with  the  exhibition  of  the  pictures  of  a  magic  lantern 
by  a  benevolent  gentleman.  Some  of  the  best  boys  have  been 
allowed  to  entertain  the  others  by  declamations.  Through  the 
influence  of  Mr.  Bennett,  who  has  chaige  of  the  Chapel  choir,  the 
children  have  been  favored  several  evenings  with  excellent  music 
by  difierent  persons. 

I  have  been  assisted  in  carrying  forward  this  movement  by 
Messrs.  George  Merrill,  Joseph  H.  Allen,  Thomas  Gaffield,  Dea- 
con Greele,  J.  D.  Philbrick,  Mayor  Lincoln,  A.  S.  Wheeler,  George 
Callender,  Albert  Fearing,  Gideon  F.  Thayer,  and  Revs.  S.  H. 
Winkley,  Rufus  Ellis,  Dr.  Gannett,  and  others,  whose  faithful  in- 
structions must,  I  think,  have  left  a  lasting  impression  on  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  the  boys.  It  is  too  early  to  say  much  of  the  fruit  of 
this  new  enterprise ;  but  I  am  convinced  that  much  good  has  already 
resulted  from  it 

The  past  winter  has  been  comparatively  a  mild  one ;  yet,  on  ac- 
count of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  employment,  there  has  been 
much  sufiering  among  tlie  deserving  poor.    I  have  been  enabled, 
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through  means  placed  in  my  hands  for  that  purpose  b j  Bev.  Dr. 
Bigelow,  to  relieve  mach  actual  want  Before  bestowing  aid,  how- 
ever, I  have  endeavored  to  investigate  carefullj  every  case  of  desti- 
tution that  has  came  to  my  notice. 

One  hundred  and  eighty  garments  have  been  distributed  among 
the  poor  of  my  district  the  past  winter,  from  donations  of  clothing 
received  from  Dr.  Bigelow;  the  Channing  Circle,  through  Bev.  Dr. 
Gannett ;  and  from  ladies  connected  with  the  New  North  Church. 

I  would  also  acknowledge  the  receipt,  through  Mr.  Thomas 
Graffield,  of  a  valuable  donation  of  books  for  the  Sabbath-school 
Library,  from  the  West  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Edwin  J.  Gebrt. 

BoiTOX,  Feb.  36, 1869. 


REPORT  OF  EDMUND  SQUIRB. 

Another  year  has  borne  its  testimony,  in  the  history  of  this  Soci- 
ety, that  the  conmion  faith  of  Christ  can  unite  the  most  differing 
theologies,  and  that  all  differing  churches  can  harmoniously  join  in 
praying  together  to  the  one  God  and  Father  of  alL 

Members  of  about  fifty  families,  representatives  of  almost  all  the 
sects,  meet  in  our  Chapel  to  hear  the  common  gospel,  and  to  seek 
the  one  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

We  will  commence  our  Report  with  the  Sabbath  School,  as  being 
the  first  religious  institution  established  in  this  village.  We  con- 
tinue to  devote  the  time  that  is  usually  occupied  with  the  morning 
service  to  the  instruction  of  the  young.  Our  school  has  certainly 
greatly  improved  since  the  last  Report, — improved  in  order,  in 
the  attention  of  the  young  people,  and  in  the  quality  of  the  instruc- 
tion given.  Upwards  of  a  hundred  pupils  are  connected  with  it ; 
and  we  could  have  as  many  more,  if  we  could  obtain  more  teachers. 
Of  these,  the  number  is  eighteen ;  fifteen  of  whom  are  communi- 
cants. Their  regular  attendance,  and  devotion  to  their  work,  are 
too  striking  not  to  be  mentioned,  especially  as  some  come  from 
Dorchester,  Boston,  and  even  Cambridge.  The  result  is  a  full 
attendance  of  the  pupils,  there  being  generally  but  few  absentees 
from  the  whole  number.  From  eighty  to  ninety  are  usually  in 
their  classes.     Their  monthly  concerts,  and  recital  of  hymns  and 
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passages  of  Scripture,  are  very  well  attended  bj  the  parents.  The 
Chapel  was  crowded  on  the  last  service  of  this  kind.  The  good 
moral  effect  of  this  school  on  the  village  and  neighborhood  is  the 
theme  of  common  remark. 

The  afternoon  service  continues  to  be  well  attended.  About  fiflj 
families  are  more  or  less  connected  with  the  Chapel ;  and  no  con- 
gregation in  the  dtj  can  listen  to  the  preached  word  with  more 
respectful  deportment  or  a  more  fixed  attention.  New  communis 
cants  gradually  join  the  church :  and  here  again  is  seen  the  union 
of  almost  all  believers  in  the  faith  and  love  of  their  crucified  Be- 
deemer;  here  again  is  proved  the  great  truth,  that  speculative 
theology  need  not  divide  Christians ;  and  that  there  is  now,  as  there 
has  ever  been,  but  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  God  and 
Father  of  all. 

The  evening  lecture  generally  attracts  a  good  attendance ;  and  is, 
as  opportunity  offers,  followed  by  a  prayer  and  conference  meeting, 
which  has,  as  yet,  been  principally  supported  by  ^  women  who 
believe." 

The  Wednesday-evening  Bible-class  has  been  continued  through 
the  winter,  inducing  that  study  of  God's  word  whence  alone  comes 
faith. 

Of  late,  a  new  religious  interest  seems  to  have  sprung  up  here ; 
which,  I  trust,  will  end  in  permanently  good  results.  Almost  every 
evening  in  the  week  the  prayer-meeting  is  well  attended,  and  a 
more  than  usual  seriousness  and  earnestness  are  evident.  Indivi- 
duals are  seeking  and  finding  that  personal  faith  in  Jesus,  which  is 
the  only  true  conversion,  and  the  only  root  of  a  good  moral  cha- 
racter :  some  who,  in  time  past,  knew  the  voice  of  the  Good  Shep- 
herd, but  had  almost  forgotten  it,  are  returning  again  to  the  fold. 
Oh  that  God  may  send  us  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  pour  out  upon  us 
^  that  love  of  Christ  which  passeth  all  knowledge''  I  Clergymen  of 
all  sects  have  been  invited  to  preach  the  gospel  to  this  people,  on 
the  single  condition,  that  they  omit,  for  once,  all  theological  pecu- 
liarity, and  be  satisfied  with  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified. 
Already  the  Christian,  the  Baptist,  and  the  Wesleyan  have  re- 
sponded to  the  call ;  and  we  trust  that  others  will  come  and  bear 
testimony  to  that  common  faith  of  Christ,  which  is  the  only  salva^ 
tion.  This  does  great  good,  by  promoting  union,  and  showing, 
amidst  all  diversity  on  minor  parts,  the  central  idea  of  the  faith. 

There  has  not  been  so  much  physical  want  this  winter ;  but  still 
our  means  of  relief  have  been  taxed  to  the  utmost.    This  relief 
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has  been  almost  entirely  confined  to  those  with  whom  we  are 
religiously  connected,  and  with  whose  circumstances  we  are  well 
acquainted.*  Giving  to  those  whom  we  do  not  know  well  is  almost 
always  worse  than  useless.  Our  Dorchester  friends  have,  as  usual, 
been  exceedingly  kind  to  us;  and,  were  it  not  for  their  gift  of 
clothes,  many  a  needy  one  must  have  suffered.  This  parish  is  not 
only  our  neighbor  by  locality,  but  by  the  ^  mercy"  they  continually 
show  to  us. 

In  a  religious  aspect,  I  think  this  Society  was  never  in  so  hope- 
ful a  condition  as  at  present. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Edmund  Squibb. 


REPORT  OF  REV.  A.  VBELACKER. 

Another  year  has  passed  with  all  its  joys  and  sorrows ;  and  it  has 
been,  in  many  respects,  a  remarkable  year.  The  great  financial 
crisis,  which  has  shaken  the  rich,  has  also  made  itself  felt  among  the 
poorer  classes  of  society ;  but,  thanks  to  our  heavenly  Father  and 
to  the  benevolence  of  Chxistian  friends,  many  a  sad,  despairing 
heart  has  been  gladdened,  and  caused  to  look  with  composure  and 
hope  to  the  future.  These  sad  hours  have  passed  away ;  but  the 
salutary  lessons  which  they  have  taught  are  not  lost.  In  conse- 
quence of  want,  many  a  one,  who  before  laughed  at  the  idea  of 
serving  God,  has  been  led  to  look  up  to  Him  **  who  doeth  all  things 
well ; "  and  has  learned  a  nsefiil  lesson,  -^  to  trust  in  God  in  prospe- 
rity, and  thus  have  a  sure  refuge  in  time  of  need.  I  have  often 
had  occasion,  not  only  to  extend  a  helping  hand  for  the  relief  of 
external  wants,  but  also  to  direct  the  minds  of  those  whom  I  visited 
to  their  Lord  and  Master ;  and  have  had  reason  to  believe  that  my 
visits  have  not  been  withont  a  blessing.  Often  have  I  met  with  a 
glad  welcome  from  families  whom  I  had  previously  visited,  though 
I  have  also  found  those  who  did  not  give  me  so  hearty  a  reception. 
But,  knowing  that  my  labor  is  instrumental  in  bringing  back  erring 
children  to  their  heavenly  Father,  I  never  feel  discouraged.  Past 
experience  shows  both  the  necessity  of  such  a  work,  and,  when 
rightly  conducted,  its  blessed  results. 

The  number  of  Germans  residing  in  this  city,  including  East 
and  South  Boston,  is  so  considerable  as  to  claim  the  attention  of 
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Christians ;  and  it  is  increased  annually  by  fresh  aniyals  of  immi- 
grants. I  regret  to  say,  that  the  Germans  who  come  here,  too  often 
have  little  of  Christianity  but  the  name ;  and,  being  rather  careless 
and  unconcerned,  they  are  in  danger  of  sinking  into  infidelity 
through  the  influence  of  irreligious  papers  and  bad  company. 

In  the  United  States,  of  the  two  hundred  German  papers,  more 
or  less,  at  present  published,  not  a  few  are  hostile  to  religion,  Chris- 
tianity, and  good  goyemment.  Even  in  our  goodly  city  of  Boston, 
a  Grerman  paper  of  such  a  description  is  published,  and  contributes 
its  share  to  alienate  its  readers  from  church,  and  deprive  them  of 
all  religious  principle. 

There  are  infidels  in  our  city,  some  of  them  acting  all  the  more 
fatally  because  their  design  is  indirectly  aimed  at,  who  use  all  the 
means  in  their  power  to  get  young  men  under  their  influence,  and 
to  pervert  their  minds  and  hearts.  Only  two  months  ago,  I  had  the 
mournful  opportunity  of  standing  at  the  deathbed  of  a  youth  who 
had  been  ruined  by  such  propagandists  of  unbelief,  I  might  say, 
both  in  body  and  in  soul. 

To  counteract  such  influence,  I  have  caused  young  men  of  my 
congregation,  and  also  others,  to  form  an  association  for  social  inter- 
course, mental  improvement,  and  progress  in  a  true  Christian  life. 
Much  can  yet  be  done  to  improve  this  opportunity ;  and,  I  hope, 
still  further  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  those  young  men.  We 
must  put  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree ;  and,  if  we  succeed  in 
getting  the  young  under  Christian  influence,  all  will  be  gained :  but, 
if  we  do  not  thus  act,  they  will  become  fathers  and  mothers,  bring- 
ing up  their  offspring  in  the  ways  of  infidelity. 

Much  good  can  be  done  by  visiting  the  Germans ;  for  I  have 
found  that  the  most  of  them,  when  convinced  how  unreasonable  and 
wrong  their  present  course  is,  do  acknowledge  it,  and  promise  to 
reform.  They  have  often  told  me  that  they  had  been  brought  up 
differently  by  devoted  parents,  and  that  they  see  now  how  wrong 
it  was  of  them  to  go  on  as  they  did ;  expressing  their  intention  to 
turn  again  unto  God.  Even  those,  who  will  not  listen  to  any  argu- 
ments concerning  their  own  welfare,  have  lent  me  a  willing  ear 
when  I  commenced  to  speak  about  their  children.  By  conversing 
with  the  parents,  and  showing  them  the  advantages  of  sabbath 
schools,  I  usually  obtun  their  promise  to  let  their  children  attend ; 
and,  in  several  instances,  I  have  witnessed  those,  who  pretended  not 
to  care  any  thing  for  church,  coming  with  their  children  to  sabbath 
school,  and  remaining  for  service  after  its  close. 
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Another  great  drawback  to  the  bodily  and  spiritual  welfare  of 
the  Grennan  population  at  large  is  intemperance.  In  mj  last 
year's  Report,  I  had  occasion  to  call  attention  to  this  fact;  and  I 
must  do  it  again.  It  is  a  sad  sight  to  witness  a  mother  and  her 
children  without  the  necessities  of  life,  whilst  the  father  spends  his 
money  at  the  drinking-saloon  and  the  play-table.  I  have  seen  the 
tears  of  poor,  abused  women,  and  heard  the  cries  of  the  little  ones 
asking  for  bread,  whilst  the  father  was  using  the  last  cent  for  the 
gratification  of  his  craving  for  drink.  I  feel  assured,  that,  if 
the  drinking-saloons  could  be  shut  al  first  only  on  Sunday y  fully 
oncrhalf  of  the  misery,  wickedness,  and  immorality  of  our  city 
would  be  done  away  with.  It  is  shocking  to  notice  how  a  day 
which  has  been  appointed  for  rest  and  divine  worship  is  abused. 
These  saloons  are  kept  open  till  two  and  three  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, especially  from  Sunday  to  Monday;  and  those  who,  by  the 
observance  of  the  sabbath,  would  otherwise  go  on  Monday  to  their 
work  with  renewed  strength,  feel  indisposed  to  work,  and,  too  often, 
commence  drinking  again.  The  attendance  at  such  places  is  larger 
than  at  church  or  anywhere  else.  If  a  stop  could  be  put  to  such 
desecration  of  the  sabbath,  much  good  would  be  accomplished. 

The  want  of  free  seats  hinders  me  in  my  endeavor  to  persuade 
people  to  come  to  church.  If  I  could  tell  them  that  they  would 
find  such  seats  wherever  they  wished  to  go,  more  would  be 
willing  to  attend.  To  remove  in  some  degree  this  objection,  I  have 
occasionally  preached  in  different  places,  and  held  meetings  in  pri- 
vate houses  with  neighboring  families,  —  those  meetings  being 
found  useful  in  promoting  religious  interest.  But  not  enough  is 
done  in  this  respect  by  Christian  churches ;  and,  if  we  would  gain 
the  poorer  classes,  we  must  give  them  an  opportunity  to  attend 
service,  without  any  feeling  of  shame  at  not  being  able  to  pay  for 
accommodation.  In  the  Chapel  of  my  congregation,  every  stranger 
may  find  a  seat;  and  the  poorest  are  supplied  free  of  charge. 
Better,  however,  would  it  be,  if  all  the  seats  could  be  free,  and 
every  one  attending  service  be  adked  to  contribute  according  to  his 
ability. 

I  am  sorry,  that,  on  account  of  ill  health,  I  was  not  able  at  all 
times,  during  the  past  year,  to  do  as  much  as  I  desired.  I  had  to 
spend  six  weeks  in  the  country  to  recover  somewhat  from  a  severe 
attack  of  sickness ;  but  now  I  trust  to  be  able  to  pursue  my  daily 
labor  without  interruption. 

During  the  past  year,  I  visited,  in  the  capacity  of  Missionary, 
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two  hundred  and  fortj-five  families,  made  three  hundred  calls,  and 
attended  ten  funerals.  I  have  visited  families  wherever  I  found 
them,  —  in  Boston  proper,  and  in  East  and  South  Boston. 

There  is  at  our  own  door  a  great  field,  which  demands  our  Chris- 
tian husbandry.  Maj  the  Lord  bless  all  endeavors  to  gain  souls 
for  his  kingdom,  and  permit  the  Fraternity  of  Churches  to  witness 
many  blessings  upon  their  efforts  to  bring  erring  brethren  to  a  con- 
sideration of  their  duties,  and  so  to  hasten  the  time  when  his  wiU 
shall  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  done  in  heaven  I  This  is  the  fervent 
prayer  of  your  servant. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  Ubelacker. 

Boston,  Feb.  22,  1869. 


REPORT  OF  MISS  MERRILL. 
To  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen,  —  Although  not  officially  called  upon  for  a  Report, 
it  has  been  suggested  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Committee 
to  hear  some  account  of  my  labors  the  past  year.  I  venture,  there- 
fore, to  offer  the  following  brief  Report :  — 

My  work  naturally  divided  itself  into  four  departments;  viz.,  the 
Infant  School,  Calls,  Meetings,  and  the  Sewing  School. 

I.  The  Infant  School  —  This  has  for  several  years  been  entirely 
under  my  care.  We  hold  two  sessions  on  each  Sunday.  The 
morning  school  consists  of  eight  teachers  and  forty-four  pupils ;  the 
afternoon,  of  nine  teachers  and  fifty-eight  pupils.  The  average 
attendance  of  teachers  and  pupils  is  about  forty  in  the  morning,  and 
forty-five  in  the  afternoon.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  how  necessary 
is  the  commodious  and  very  pleasant  room  which  yoa  have  given  ^- 

us  during  this  year,  and  for  which  we  are  very  grateful. 

The  plan  of  this  school  is  quite  similar  to  that  of  the  school  in 
the  larger  vestry,  both  as  to  the  devotional  exercises  and  its  les- 
sons. In  the  morning  school,  we  have  a  series  of  lessons  running 
through  the  whole  Bible ;  quite  simple,  and  yet  intended  for  instruc- 
tion. In  the  afternoon,  we  pursue  an  equally  systematic  course ; 
only  practical,  and  aiming  at  the  spiritual  interests  of  its  pupils. 
In  these  series  of  lessons,  we  have  occasional  reviews  of  the  whole 
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Infant  School,  conducted  generally  by  myself.  To  carry  out  these 
plans,  I  hold  a  weekly  meeting  especially  for  the  teachers  of  this 
school.  Here  each  lesson  is  given,  explained,  and  talked  over. 
The  lessons  have  proved  very  successful.  The  class  which  is 
under  my  especial  care  in  this  room,  when  given  to  me  years  ago, 
averaged  about  seven  years  of  age.  I  then  desired  to  retain  them 
with  me  as  long  as  possible.  When  I  took  charge  of  this  school,  I 
hoped  that  I  should,  at  some  future  time,  see  them  teachers  with 
me.  That  hope  is  becoming  realized;  for  the  first  and  oldest 
began  to  teach  a  few  Sundays  since.  In  a  few  years,  I  expect  to 
see  the  majority  of  the  remainder  thus  become  my  aids. 

II.  Calls,  —  The  teachers  of  the  Infant  School  visit,  as  far  as 
they  are  able.  The  number  of  calls  necessarily  made  by  me  in 
addition  thereto  is  not  small.  Including  some  of  these,  I  have 
generally  from  fif^y  to  sixty  families  regularly  under  my  charge. 
This  year,  in  Rev.  Mr.  Winkley's  absence,  the  visiting  of  the  whole 
parish  has  devolved  upon  me.  I  was  ably  assisted  by  two  young 
ladies,  teachers  in  the  Sunday  School,  and  always  interested  in 

^  the  work.    We  divided  the  visiting ;  and,  during  the  months  of  the 

pastor's  absence,  over  a  hundred  and  twenty  families  fell  to  my  lot. 
These  I  visited  each  month  or  six  weeks.  This  is  a  larger  number 
than  I  usually  have  under  my  charge.  Some  calls  are  purely  for 
charity ;  but  my  general  aim  is  to  make  them  religious.  My  con- 
stant endeiivor  is  to  apply  the  truths  of  Christianity  to  individuals : 
especially  am  I  permitted  to  do  this  to  the  sick,  the  afflicted, 
the  tried,  and  the  aged.  I  desire  so  to  carry  the  gospel,  that 
each  may  find  life  everlasting;  that  each  may  be  confirmed  in 
every  good  word  and  work ;  and  that  each  may  be  another  teacher 
of  Christianity,  by  infusing  its  spirit  all  around. 

III.  Meetings,  —  Besides  the  teachers'  meeting  referred  to  be- 
fore, I  attend  the  weekly  teachers'  meeting  under  Mr.  Winkley's 
charge.  I  also  attend  and  assist  at  two  singing  meetings  under  his 
care.  I  hold  a  devotional  meeting  weekly  for  children.  We  come 
together  in  a  social  way,  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  it  is  a 
Ckildren*s  Devotional  Meeting,  1  occupy  some  time  in  enforcing 
some  practical  religious  truth.  If  they  desire,  they  ask  questions. 
Something  is  then  read ;  a  motto  is  given  for  them  to  remember ; 
after  which,  each  in  succession  prays. 

IV.  Sewing  SehooL  —  This  is  a  part  of  my  work,  but  different 
from  any  other.  It  is  held  on  each  Saturday  afternoon.  The 
school  is  much  smaller  than  usual  this  season,  on  account  of  the 
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great  difficulty  I  haye  found  in  obtaining  teachers  willing  to  be 
regular  and  punctual  in  their  attendance.  I  have  sent  many  chil- 
dren away  because  there  was  no  one  to  teach  them.  There  are,  at 
the  present  time,  eighty  real  members  as  pupils,  and  fifteen  teachers. 
These  teachers  are  faithful,  seldom  being  absent.  The  pupils  are 
all  foreigners,  or  of  foreign  parentage.  Sometimes  they  are  rude, 
and  hard  to  manage :  but  they  like  to  come ;  and,  while  there,  they 
are  obliged  to  obey  the  rules  of  the  school.  The  school  is  opened 
with  singing ;  afler  which,  two  hours  are  spent  in  sewing.  Some 
of  the  teachers  read  to  their  pupils  during  the  hours  of  sewing. 
We  close  by  singing.  About  New  Year's  time,  we  had  a  festival 
for  these  children.  They  had  addresses  from  gentlemen,  and  some- 
thing from  a  Christmas-tree.  Their  neat  appearance,  good  behavior, 
and  quick  answers  to  questions  addressed  to  them,  quite  encouraged 
the  teachers  and  superintendent 

Besides  this  general  plan  of  my  work,  there  is  a  multitude  of 
incidentals  impossible  to  be  reported,  all  of  which  are  essential  to 
the  prosperity  of  this  Ministry. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

F.  S.  Merrill. 


REPORT  OF  MRS.  BARRY. 

To  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen,  — ^  I  would  acknowledge  the  kind  hand  which  has 
led  and  upheld  me  during  the  past  year,  and  has  strengthened 
me  in  all  my  labors  of  love.  Yes,  with  gratitude  would  I  acknow- 
ledge Him  who  can  alone  give  success  to  all  our  efforts.  By 
faith  in  Him  and  in  the  divine  words,  we  are  assured  that  kind 
efforts  are  not  lost  God  alone  can  know  how  they  avail  in  life 
and  in  death.  We  cannot  say  how  many  may  have  been  led  into 
the  paths  of  peace  and  virtue  by  kind  words  spoken  from  a  loving 
heart :  only  the  records  of  eternity  will  tell  us. 

I  have  been  most  busily  engaged  during  the  past  year  in  my 
several  departments  of  missionary  labor  from  house  to  house  with 
the  sick  and  afflicted ;  in  my  Sabbath  School  and  Sewing  School ;  in 
our  little  neighborhood  prayer-meetings ;  in  clothing  children,  and 
finding  them  homes  in  the  country  by  adoption,  or  where  they  will 
be  only  cared  for  until  able  to  care  for  themselves. 
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Mj  limits  are  from  Orange  Street  to  Roxbury.  In  particular 
cases,  I  go  wherever  I  may  be  needed.  I  have  two  schools  on  the 
sabbath :  viz.,  a  class  at  the  Children's  Mission ;  and  the  infants'  class 
at  Mr.  Cruft's,  which  numbers  sixty-two.  On  Wednesday,  we  have 
a  Sewing  School  connected  with  the  Chapel,  which  numbers  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  children.  On  Thursday  evening,  we  have, 
with  Mr.  Cruft,  an  evening  service  for  the  poor  in  different  neigh- 
borhoods. In  this  I  wish  to  express  my  strong  faith,  firmly  be- 
lieving we  have  not  met  in  vain.  Many  a  heart  has  blsen  comforted, 
and  the  weak  made  strong  in  God. 

Some  at  whose  houses  we  have  met  have  passed  into  the  brighter 
world  above,  and  are  so  safe  from  all  the  ills  of  this  present  life 
that  we  can  but  rejoice  with  them. 

The  Sewing  School  is  also  a  means  of  doing  much  to  elevate  and 
improve  the  girls  who  are  not  taught  to  use  the  needle  at  home, 
and  cannot  be  useful  in  time  to  come  without  this  knowledge. 

My  hours  for  visiting  have  been  from  nine  till  one  o'clock,  and 
from  three  till  six,  every  day,  except  when  I  have  been  preparing 
clothing  for  the  poor. 

My  Poor's  Purse  has  been  supplied  from  Dr.  BigeloW)  as  usual. 

I  have  supplied  seventy-five  places  the  past  year,  given  out  two 
hundred  and  fifty  garments,  lined  and  trimmed  sixty  bonnets,  and 
have  sheltered  beneath  my  humble  roof  many  a  homeless  child. 

I  could  speak  to  you  of  many  cases  of  interest ;  but,  fearing  that 
I  might  weary^^your  patience,  I  respectfully  submit  the  foregoing. 

Yours  very  truly, 

E.  D.  Barrt. 


Your  Committee  would  most  earnestly  invite  the  attention 
of  the  Board  to  the  Treasurer's  statement,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  receipts  of  the  Fraternity  for  the  last  two 
years  have  fallen  short  of  the  expenditures  by  nearly 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars.  It  is  imperatively  necessary 
that  the  contributions  of  the  Branches  should  be  increased : 
otherwise  the  operations  of  this  Ministry  must  be  much 
contracted,  or  the  permanent  fund  impaired. 

For  the  Executive  Committee, 

RUFDS  ELLIS,  Secretary. 
Boston,  March,  1869. 
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BENEVOLENT   FRATERNITY   OF    CHURCHES 


For  1869. 
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REV.  DR.  E.  S.  GANNETT Pretid^ 

REV.  RUFUS  ELLIS Secretary, 

JOSEPH  H.  ALLEN Treaturer. 

PRINCE  HAWES      ^  r  Memberg  of  the  Execu- 

GEORGE  MERRILL  >  (        (ire  Ommittee. 


1Bclt%ait9. 

FIRST  CHURCH  BRANCH. 

Ret.  Rufus  Ellis PrasideDt. 

Db.  Samukl  L.  Abbot Secretary. 
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Chables  C.  Smith Secretary. 
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Eliphalet  Jones Treasurer. 
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NOTE. 


The  Aooaal  Meeting  of  tiie  Fraternity  ia  on  the  first  Sondaj  of  March.  The  oontribations 
of  the  Branches  should  be  paid  before  the  first  day  of  March,  when  the  financial  year  begina. 

The  Meeting  for  Oganiaatlon  1b  on  the  fbarth  Sunday  of  March. 

The  other  regular  meetings  are  on  the  first  Sunday  of  June,  the  second  Sunday  of  October, 
and  the  second  Sunday  of  December. 

The  Delegates  are  divided  into  Monthly  Committees.  Each  Committee,  during  its  month, 
▼Islts  the  Chapels  and  Sunday  Schools  in  Pitta  Street  and  Shawmut  Avenue  and  Hanover 
Street.    They  can,  if  they  see  fit,  also  attend  the  week<day  services  of  the  Ministers. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  Delegates  should  inform  the  Branches  of  the  working  of  the 
Ministry  at  Large. 
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REPORT. 


npHE  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Featernitt 
-^  op  Churches  respectfully  report,  that  the  work  of  the 
Fraternity  has  been  carried  on,  during  the  past  year,  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow  ;  Rev.  Messrs.  Crupt,  Winkley,  Gerry, 
Squire,  and  Uebelacker  ;  Mrs.  £.  D.  Barry  and  Miss  F.  S. 
Merrill.  Within  the  last  month,  they  have  also  engaged, 
for  a  few  weeks,  the  Rev.  Prof.  Torricelli  to  labor  as  a  Chris- 
tian visitor  amongst  the  Italian  population  of  this  city,  with 
a  view  to  ascertain  their  moral  and  spiritual  wants.  It  is 
proper  to  call  attention  to  some  changes  which  have  been 
made  during  the  year  in  the  real  property  of  the  Fraternity. 
The  Suffolk  Chapel  has  been  sold  to  the  Thirteenth  Baptist 
Congregation ;  and  the  South  Mission  is  now  established  in 
the  church  at  the  corner  of  Canton  and  Newland  Streets, 
which  has  been  hired  for  the  space  of  two  years  for  our 
purposes.  We  have  parted  with  the  Suffolk  Chapel,  not 
without  regrets ;  and  yet  we  are  satisfied  that  our  work 
can  be  carried  forward  at  least  as  successfully  in  a  building 
of  much  less  v^lue,  and  that,  as  a  matter  of  economy,  this 
step  was  eminently  judicious.  The  Mission  is  well  ac- 
commodated, and  the  Committee  have  seen  no  reason  to 
regret  the  change.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  come 
into  possession  of  the  Chapel  at  Washington  Village  at  a 
reasonable  cost  to  the  Fraternity ;  and,  in  connection  with 
the  society  gathered  in  that  house  of  worship,  have  made 
such   improvements   in    the    building    and    the    adjacent 
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grounds  as  the  interests  of  the  Mission  seemed  to  demand. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  we  have  set  forward  — 
though  to  a  kindred  association  belongs  the  honor  of  hav- 
ing originated  — in  Washington  Village  the  first  Christian 
congregation ;  a  congregation  which  we  may  hope  will,  before 
a  distant  day,  become  self-sustaining,  or  at  least  largely  so. 

The  Committee  and  the  Fraternity  at  large  have  ex- 
perienced a  severe  bereavement  and  a  very  heavy  loss  in 
the  death  of  Mr.  Prince  Hawes,  —  a  gentleman  whose  deep 
interest  in  this  work  of  love  has  not  failed  these  many  years. 
A  renewed  testimony  to  his  singular  fidelity  is  only  justice, 
and  may  serve,  it  is  hoped,  to  quicken  the  zeal  and  nerve 
the  energies  of  those  who  should  imitate  an  example  so 
excellent. 

It  cannot  have  escaped  the  attention  of  the  friends  of  this 
Ministry,  that,  for  some  years,  the  field  of  our  efibrts  has 
been  enlarging ;  and  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  remind 
you,  that  for  this  cause,  and  for  other  causes  which  need  not 
here  be  specified,  the  demands  upon  the  treasury  have  been 
constantly  increasing.  For  the  last  two  years,  our  receipts, 
even  with  the  addition  of  the  income  from  our  permanent 
fund,  have  fallen  far  short  of  our  expenditures.  Heretofore 
we  have  not  felt  at  liberty  to  withdraw  our  laborers  from 
any  portion  of  the  ground  which  has  been  providentially 
opened  for  our  occupation ;  but  it  is  plain  that  we  shall  be 
compelled  to  do  this,  unless  the  contributions  of  the  various 
branches  shall  be  very  materially  increased.  It  is  for  the 
associated  churches  to  say  what  shall  be  done  in  the  circum- 
stances ;  and  surely  they  can  make  but  one  reply,  and  that 
rather  by  work  than  by  word.  We  beg  leave  to  call  your 
attention  most  emphatically  to  this  subject,  as  we  have 
plainly  come  to  a  crisis  in  our  affairs,  when  our  benevolent 
operations  must  be  materially  reduced,  unless  our  receipts 
can  be  largely  augmented.  We  have  no  right  to  incur  an 
annual  debt  of  several  hundred  dollars,  which  must  be  a 
consequence  of  our  present  arrangements,  in  connection 
with  the  amount  of  contributions  from  the  branches. 


DR.    BIGELOW'S    KEPORT. 


The  following  annual  reports,  which  have  been  received 
from  our  various  laborers,  are  commended  to  the  attention 
of  the  friends  of  the  Ministry.  The  Committee  have  been 
much  interested  iu  the  results  of  the  ministers  during  the 
past  year,  as  they  have  been  brought  to  light  in  these  reports 
and  in  other  ways ;  and  heartily  congratulate  the  Fraternity 
upon  the  success  that  attends  our  Christian  enterprise. 


REV.  DR.  BIGELOW'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen,  ....  Your  missionary  has  not  been  idle.  lie 
has  been  diligently  and  actively  employed.  He  has  been  absent 
but  three  nights  from  the  city  during  the  year  last  past.  Summer, 
with  exception  of  winter  months,  brought  with  it,  as  usual,  the 
hardest  toil  and  taskwork.  The  chapels  were  supplied  during  ten 
sabbaths,  including  the  mission  at  South  Boston.  The  poor,  sick, 
sutiTering,  dying,  dead,  had  to  be  cared  for;  funeral  offices  to  be 
rendered :  and,  whilst  others  were  away,  your  missionary  remained 
to  minister  to  the  manifold  wanb  of  the  necessitous  left  to  his 
charge. 

His  account,  in  other  respects,  may  be  briefly  summed :  —  per- 
sonal calls  and  visits  to  the  poor,  2677;  do.  received  from  the 
same  at  home  or  the  Industrial,  2330 ;  do.  at  Office,  for  charitable 
claims  or  investigation,  1900:  —  also  Bibles  and  Testaments  dis- 
tributed, 129;  books,  327;  tracts,  pamphlets,  &c.,  3900 

Our  Industrial  Room,  Lynde  Street,  has  been  kept  open  for 
seven  months.  Work  has  been  provided  for  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred worthy  applicants,  duly  discriminated ;  and  many  more  would 
have  been  supplied  but  for  inadequacy  of  means.  We  are  thankful 
for  having  given  so  much  employment  and  comfort,  however  small, 
to  the  individuals  and  families  therewith  blessed.  This  establish- 
ment, commenced  nearly  ten  years  ago,  (in  early  autumn  of  1850,) 
and  sustained  at  my  individual  charge  and  responsibility  with  the 
aid  of  a  few  near  personal  friends  till  this  date,  —  has  been 
the  parent  of  several  other  experiments  of  the  kind  elsewhere  in  the 
city.     Such  as  our  own,  on  a  largely  extended  scale,  is  greatly 


b  TWENTY-SIXTH   ANNUAL   REPORT. 

needed  in  the  West  part  of  the  city  to  meet  the  wants  of  a  nu- 
merous, suffering  class  of  seamstresses,  (wives,  mothers,  sisters, 
daughters ;  besides  strangers,  —  helpless,  ignorant  and  imperilled ;) 
—  whose  implement,  the  needle,  if  idle,  —  reduces  them  to  pro- 
portionate severity  of  need  and  not  unfrequently  to  other  de- 
pendence, with  loss  of  self-respect,  —  alone,  as  the  lightest  alter- 
native on  the  part  of  some,  —  to  be  supplied  by  alms-seeking. 
We  see  and  know ;  we  feel  and  pity  their  necessities.  But  with 
our  present  restricted  means,  we  can  do  no  more  than  in  the  little 
sphere  essayed  in  this  department  of  service. 

Connected  with  the  Industrial,  is  a  small  circulating  library 
comprising  some  hundred  and  fifty  volumes  to  meet  the  gratuitous 
calls  of  minds  athirst  for  useful  knowledge,  young  and  old.  If 
increased  to  a  thousand  books  by  the  kindly  contributions  of  the 
benevolent  it  would  prove  an  aid  gratefully  appreciated,  blessing 
and  blest ;  —  and  the  good  rendered,  with  the  pleasures  afforded, 
may  be  readily  estimated. 

Our  Lynde-street  apartments  have  been  applied  to  other  uses, — 
to  a  small  sewing  school,  kept  open  three  months,  during  the  year ; 
also,  as  a  lecture-room  for  Bible  teaching  and  weekly  religious 
meetings  from  June  to  October;  and  as  a  place  of  deposit  and 
distribution  of  the  Dorcas  garments  and  sundries  provided  by 
the  charitable,  or  made  up  at  the  Rooms  and  the  houses  of  its 
beneficiaries  for  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

The  Home  of  Aged  Indigent  Females  has  continued  to  re- 
ceive, from  inexorable  necessity,  a  share  of  my  offices  and  mini- 
strations. I  have  preached  there  weekly  during  four  months  of 
the  year,  and  have  visited  as  exigencies  have  called  for.  No  class 
of  beings  could  more  rightfully  claim  my  offices;  and,  humble 
though  they  be  and  imperfectly  performed,  they  have  been  gladly 
rendered. 

The  Pitts-street  Evening  School  has  received  a  due  share  of  at- 
tention. It  was  commenced  a  week  earlier  than  heretofore,  namely, 
on  the  first  Monday  of  November,  to  be  continued  the  usual  time. 
Circumstances  unavoidable  have  made  the  charge  of  oversight  a 
more  than  common  care.  Much  of  the  personnel  in  the  business  of 
instruction  has  been  changed.  New  teachers  were  required  in  the 
place  of  old  ones,  especially  in  the  Male  department.  All  our 
earlier  co-workers  (with  a  single  valued  and  honored  exception), 
employed  of  late  years  in  the  charge  of  classes,  have  left  ub, — 
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tired  of  the  work,  or  for  other  reasons  withdrawn.  With  the  loss 
of  valuable  helpers,  greatly  lamented,  we  parted  with  our  butter- 
flies,—  numerals,  which  swelled  the  list  of  our  teaching  corps  but 
were  often  absent  to  the  disappointment  of  pupils,  -^  never  cer- 
tainly to  be  calculated  upon  for  their  presence,  and  occasioning 
heretofore  not  infrequent  embarrassments.  Work  is  work.  There 
is  no  diletlanteism  in  the  office  or  duties  of  a  night  school,  poor's- 
class,  teacher.  Time,  thought,  patience,  must  be  tried,  along  with 
a  sense  of  each  helper's  individual  responsibility ;  and  if  the  object 
be  worthy,  as  in  this  case  we  believe  it  unquestionably  to  be,  it 
must  be  met  by  a  sufficiency  of  attention  and  devotedness.  The 
result  from  efforts  made,  and  forced  by  the  contingency  of  cir- 
cumstances in  behalf  of  our  school,  has  been  the  securing  of  an 
ample  and  adequate  company  of  valuable  instructors  for  the  Pitts- 
street  Evening  School  in  both  divisions,  —  all  attentive  and  reliable, 
—  one  third  of  whom  have  been  drafled  from  the  Sunday-school 
teachers,  and  Bible-class  pupils  of  Bulfinch-street  Church  alone.* — 
Miss  Lucy  M.  Beck  has  been  continued  at  the  head  of  the  Female 
department  of  the  school.  Her  services,  performed  with  wonted 
fidelity  and  acceptance,  are  gratefully  appreciated  and  acknow- 
ledged. Mr.  Weld,  heretofore  during  four  years  past  liavin<; 
served  as  master  of  the  Young  Men's  School,  and  being  obliged 
by  the  press  of  other  duties  and  calls  to  relinquish  his  office  to  the 
regret  of  all,  (his  gratuitous  services  through  that  long  period 
having  proved  invaluable),  it  became  necessary  to  provide  a  sub- 
stitute in  so  important  a  sphere.  Mr.  Charles  I.  Adams  was  in- 
vited to  take  the  office,  which  he  consented  to  assume ;  and,  though 
lacking  the  qualifications  which  experience  imparts,  he  has  per- 
formed his  duties  faithfully  and  diligently,  and  is  commended  to 
the  grateful  consideration  both  of  the  Fraternity  and  qU  the  friends 

and  well-wishers   to  the   school Our  school   in    point   of 

numbers  has  compared  favorably  wi^h  the  roll  of  former  years. 
The  number  of  applicants  presented  and  booked  (exclusive  of 


*  I  may  state  in  this  place,  omitted  elsewhere,  what  is  dae  from  my  interesting 
relation  to  the  dear  friends,  subjects  of  this  notice,  that,  in  the  Bulfinch-street  Sun- 
day school,  I  have  continued  to  instruct,  with  increasing  satisfaction,  in  a  course  of 
Bible  readings  and  expositions  every  Sunday  noon,  an  advanced  class  of  Indies, 
averaging  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  members  on  the  list,  besides  occasioual  atteiidants. 
The  employment  is  a  delightful  one,  interspersed  among  other  duties,  and  setting 
me  on  my  **  way  rejoicing  **  for  other  sabbath  occupations. 
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Others)  is  five  hundred  and  sixty-three,  —  namely,  361  in  the 
Male  department,  and  202  in  the  Female;  —  being  less  in  total, 
by  thirteen  scholars  than,  per  register,  of  last  year,  but  more 
by  nearly  three  hundred,  as  compared  with  the  list  when  it  passed 
to  my  supervisory  charge  in  1853.  —  We  have  experienced  the 
jealousy  of  Catholic  influence,  not  only  in  the  falling  off  (very 
slight)  in  the  number  of  applicants  for  the  privileges  of  the 
school,  but  in  the  general  average  attendance.  After  a  few 
weeks  from  the  opening,  there  was  a  marked  diminution  in  the 
presence  at  classes,  —  a  rival,  catholic  school  being  opened  in 
Endicott  Street,  which  nevertheless  proved  a  failure.  —  To  vary 
the  routine  of  our  exercises,  lectures  have  again  been  introduced 
this  winter.  Mr.  Francis  A.  Brown,  late  a  graduate  at  Harvard 
College  and  a  former  teacher  in  our  school,  was  invited  to  deliver 
several  experimental  lectures  in  natural  science  for  the  gratifica- 
tion and  instruction  of  the  pupils,  — a  task  which  he  most  ac- 
ceptably performed  alike  to  his  own  credit  and  the  satisfaction 
and  delight  of  both  young  and  old.*  ....  I  should  add,  that  the 
cost  of  the  Pitts-street  Evening  School  (aside  from  its  care)  is  no 
small  item.  If  it  be  worth  preserving,  should  the  extra  pecuniary 
charges  it  imposes  be  thrown  on  your  senior  missionary?  He 
has  received  from  the  city  for  the  past  year,  to  this  date,  the 
sum  of  only  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Other  returns  are 
expected  to  reach  him,  not  exceeding  fifty-five  dollars.  The  pay- 
ments for  the  support  of  the  school  amount,  on  an  average,  to 
four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  yearly,  aside  from  the  uses  of  the 
room  with  gas  lighting  granted  by  the  Fraternity,  and  the  charge 
for  police  defrayed  by  the  City.  The  balance  in  the  deficiency 
of  means  for  the  maintenance  of  this  charity  during  the  last  four 
years,  has  been  met  by  the  kindly  benevolence  of  two  ladies,— 
friends.  Is  it  right,  if  the  school  be  continued,  that  the  burden  of 
such  extra  charge  should  fall  upon  them? 

The  school  itself  represents  in  miniature  the  complex  variety  of 
people  constituting  the  ground-tier  of  the  population  of  Boston.  It 
would  furnish  a  polyglot  of  tongues.  It  is  said  that  twenty-seven 
different  languages  are  spoken  among  the  inhabitants  of  our  city. 

♦  Since  the  presentfttion  of  this  Report,  Mr.  William  R.  Huntington,  connected 
with  the  Chemical  department  of  the  College,  has  given  us  two  valuable  and  highly 
interesting  lectures  on  kindred  subjects;  for  which  he  has  the  hearty  thanks  of  both 
pupils  and  teachers. 
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Mj  own  experience  and  inquiries  would  carry  the  sum-total  even 
higher 

During  the  seven  years  in  which  the  school  has  heen  under  my 
exclusive  charge,  we  have  enrolled  for  pupils  natives  of  the  East 
and  West  Indies,  China  and  Polynesia,  Africa  and  Europe,-^ 
French,  Spanish,  Swiss  and  Italians ;  Dutch  and  Germans ;  Danes, 
Swedes  and  Norwegians;  Russians  and  Poles;  English,  Welsh, 
Scotch  and  Irish,  (a  legion;)  Canadians  and  Provincials  of 
every  class ;  with  natives  "  to  the  manor  horn,"  from  the  various 
States  of  our  own  dear  Union 

The  season  now  closing,  though  not  one  of  unusual  rigor  (con- 
trarily  of  unexpected  general  mildness),  brought  with  it  the  ordi- 
nary accumulation  and  variety  of  wants  incident  to  a  dearth  of 
employment,  and  the  hardships  and  sufferings  of  a  wide-spread 
poverty 

I  have  experienced,  in  common  with  my  associates,  the  pain 
and  mortification  arising  from  insufficiency  of  means  to  meet  the 
righteous  claims  of  Christ's  suffering  members, —  the  poor  of  his 

flock Our  sole  absolute  dependence  in   this   dispensatory 

branch  of  service  is  the  income  of  the  Lienow  Fund,  amounting 
last  year  to  $223.22.  The  aid  and  liberality  of  the  ladies  of  the 
Tuckerman  Circle,  so  kindly  extended,  is  dependent  on  their  own 
exclusive  good- will  and  pleasure.  The  total  of  their  benefactions, 
ever  generously  obliging  and  gratefully  appreciated,  varies  from 
year  to  year.  —  Federal-street  Church  is  the  only  one  of  our  Re- 
ligious Societies  which  has  ''communicated  as  concerning  giving 
and  receiving"  in  aid  of  our  resources  for  outward  charities.  Its 
contribution  for  the  present  year,  by  reasons  imperative  and  kindly 
made  known,  is  less  than  the  average  of  former  seasons  ;  but  both 
as  an  help  and  an  expression  of  its  sympathy,  it  is  heartily  acknow- 
ledged. —  For  the  rest,  we  are  indebted  entirely  to  the  free-will 
offerings  of  friends.  Some  amongst  the  earliest  supporters  of  this 
Ministry  (thank  God,  who  are  yet  ''alive  and  remain"),  who 
have  never  failed  to  employ  it  as  one  of  the  distributory  channels 
of  their  charities,  have  kindly  remembered  us  the  past  year  by  their 
wonted,  thoughtful  benefactions.  A  few  lines  inserted  in  the 
Transcript,  under  date  of  Jan.  4th,  at  a  time  of  pinching  need 
and  piercing  cold,  brought  to  us  welcome  aids  from  quarters 
reached  by  the  simple  appeal.  One  of  them  was  from  a  generous 
friend,  personally  known  and  honored  from  early  boyhood,  —  a  do- 
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nation  of  fiflj  dollars  per  check,  convejed  in  a  note  expressed  in 
kindest  terms,  written  onlj  a  few  hours  before  his  sudden  depar- 
ture from  all  earthly  scenes  and  interests.  It  was  the  last  of  his 
numerous  thoughtful,  and  otherwise  noble  bestowments  in  the 
sacred  cause  of  charity.     Blessings  upon  his  memory  I  * 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  annual  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments, in  behalf  of  our  general  fund,  for  the  year  now  ending :  — 

Amount  of  balance  on  hand,  March  let,  1859 $128.63 

1859. 
June  3d.    Receiyed  from  Joseph  H.  Allen,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  semi- 
annual income  on  Lienow  Fund     111.60 

Dec  5th.    Received  from  the  same,  do.  do.      .    •       111.60 

1860. 
Feb.  6th.    Receiyed  from  Federal-street  Church,  by  the  hands  of  the 

Rev.  Dr.  Gannett 25.00 

„  29th.    Amount  of  voluntary  benefactions  and  contributions  in 

aid  of  the  Poor's  purse  of  this  Ministry 943.00 

(1319.83 


1860. 
Feb.  29.    Paid  total  of  Office  expenditures  ($260.)  and  charitable 

appropriations  to  date  (f  1046.64) •    •  $1306.64 

„  Balance  on  hand  to  new  account 13.19 

Total  as  above $1319.83 


Combined  with  the  foregoing,  should  be  added  our  receipts  from 
the  ladies  of  the  Tuckerman  Circle,  amounting  since  date  of  last 
Report,  to  the  sum  of  $629.40,  —  a  liberality  already  duly  ac- 
knowledged in  the  proper  quarter.  Two  ladies  belonging  to  this 
Circle  have  each  increased  the  obligation  by  orders  for  goods 
on  the  Needle  Woman's  Friend  Society  to  the  amount  of  fifty 
dollars  respectively,  for  the  help  and  comfort  of  our  poor.  Sun- 
dry orders  on  the  same  have  been  transmitted  for  seventy-five 
dollars,  from  a  generous  friend,  in  addition  to  his  other  yearly 


*  The  late  Josiah  Bradlee,  Esq.  —  His  check  of  January  4th  has  been  returned 
by  request,  after  payment,  by  the  family  of  the  lamented  deceased ;  and,  together 
with  the  note  which  covered  it,  is  preserved  amongst  our  cherished  memorials. 
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bounties.  —  The  Messrs.  Faxon,  faithful  to  their  voluntary  kindly 
usages,  have  sent  us  a  valuable  box  of  shoes  and  rubbers  for  dis- 
tribution to  the  needy  objects  of  our  care  ;  and  some  twenty  pack- 
ages  of  goods,  clothing,  and  sundries,  —  all  gratefully  recorded,  — 
have  been  obligingly  sent  from  other  quarters. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Andrew  Bioelow. 


REV.  MR.  CRUETS  REPORT. 

To  the  Ezecutiye  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen,  .  .  .  The  work  of  this  Ministry  has  been  carried 
on  the  past  as  in  previous  years.  Changes  have  intervened ;  the 
most  marked  being  the  removal  from  our  old  Chapel  Home,  —  so 
long  the  great  focal  centre  of  this  Mission.  ...  As  was  to  have 
been  expected,  from  the  breaking-up  of  sacred  and  time-hallowed 
associations ;  the  removal  from  a  consecrated  locality  to  one  more 
obscure ;  the  privation  of  a  vestry,  —  and  such  a  vestry  !  —  than 
which  none  in  our  city  were  more  attractive,  and  so  specially 
adapted  to  the  special  wants  of  this  Ministry,  —  the  great  radiating 
centre,  for  so  many  years,  of  such  various  blessings  to  humanity,  — 
as  was  to  have  been  expected,  the  change  has  not  as  yet  proved  so 
auspicious.  •  .  . 

The  congregation  got  much  scattered  in  this  interval.  Our 
Sunday-momtn^  attendance  remains  still  seriously  affected.  Some 
could  not  find  us ;  others  were  influenced  by  damaging  reports  in 
circulation,  that  the  sale  of  the  Chapel  was  a  dissolution  of  the 
Mission.  The  Sunday  School  was  the  most  disturbed,  —  children 
being  stronger  in  their  local  attachments.  .  .  .  Our  net  loss  of 
members  was  about  one-third.  We  have  begun  happily,  of  late,  to 
diminish  this.  The  want  of  a  vestry  has  also  been  a  serious  draw- 
back. We  have  been  obliged  to  discontinue  our  Evening  and 
Sewing  Schools,  and  forego  social  family  gatherings,  which  were 
one  of  the  interesting  features  of  our  old  Chapel  Home.  I  suppose 
to  no  ministry  is  a  vestry  such  an  important,  indispensable  adjunct 
as  to  the  Ministi*y  at  Large.  It  is  both  sign  and  depository  of  the 
best  part  of  its  operations.    Our  present  place  of  worship,  as  far 
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certainly  as  the  comfort  of  the  seats  is  concerned,  is  an  improye- 
ment  upon  the  past;  and  we  would  not  he  without  gratitude  to 
jour  Board  for  what  you  have  done  to  advance  our  interests.  We 
are  thankful  for  the  new  room  recently  fitted  up  for  our  use,  and 
dedicated  in  January;  which  serves  as  an  approximation  to  a 
vestry,  and  will  aid  us  somewhat  in  recovering  our  lost  ground. 
It  is  not  large  enough  for  the  Sunday  School,  but  will  answer  well 
the  purposes  of  the  Infant  Class  —  some  thirty  in  number  — 
under  the  charge  of  Mrs.  Barry ;  also  as  a  central  mission-room, 
and  one  in  which  to  hold  our  teachers'  and  prayer  meetings.  Tet 
still  we  do  not  want  to  think  of  this  our  present  mission  habitation 
as  one  unchangeably  fixed. 

Notwithstanding  all  seeming  obstacles,  we  do  not  mean  to  be 
discouraged.  We  feel  still  that  the  Lord  is  with  us ;  and  what  we 
have  we  mean  to  give  to  his  service,  that,  so  giving,  we  may  re- 
ceive the  more.     ^  Faint,  yet  pursuing,"  is  our  motto. 

But  to  turn  from  the  Chapel  to  the  week-day  mtnistrations. 

These  have  known  no  change  or  abatement  They  are  sufficient 
to  absorb  the  missionary's  time,  without  reference  to  the  sabbath's 
claims  or  position.  The  southerly  section  is  still  excellent  mis- 
sionary ground.  The  past  year  has  borne  even  stronger  testimony 
to  the  fact  than  before.  Said  a  missionary  of  experience  the  other 
day,  whose  walks  are  constant  over  the  field,  ^  There  are  needed  at 
least  three  more  laborers,  in  addition  to  those  now  employed  by  the 
different  denominations."  My  colleague,  Mrs.  Barry,  will  readily 
confirm  the  testimony.  And  here  let  me  congratulate  the  friends 
of  this  Mission  upon  this  lady's  return  to  the  field  in  improved 
health,  where  she  was  so  much  missed,  and  where  her  labors  are  so 
valuable  and  successful.  It  has  brought  new  life  and  encourage- 
ment to  all  the  departments  of  the  Mission.  It  should  never  be 
without  a  female  laborer.  They  work  where  none  others  can  with 
equal  advantage.  The  calls  upon  our  time  have  largely  multiplied. 
I  have  made  myself,  during  the  year,  not  far  from  two  thousand 
visits ;  besides  the  usual  ones  made  at  the  house,  for  counsel  and 
aid.  The  present  winter  has  brought  large  demands,  chiefly  from 
reason  of  greater  sickness  among  the  poor.  These  visits  are  not, 
of  course,  exclusively  confined  to  any  one  sect  or  nation ;  but  are 
made  wherever  good  can  be  done,  and  the  remedial  means  of  the 
Gospel  in  particular  can  be  applied.  .  .  . 

The  poor  represented  at  our  Chapels  bear  but  a  small  proportion 
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to  those  thus  met  with  and  preached  to  from  house  to  house.  A 
sabbath  cougregation  is  a  very  fallible  index  of  the  real  depth  and 
extent  of  this  Mission.  It  must  be  seen,  rightly  to  be  appreciated, 
in  its  six  days  of  work :  and  we  shrink  not  from  any  investigation 
here ;  nay,  we  desire  and  demand  it  Ours  is  a  Domestic  Mission  ; 
we  are  evangelists ;  and,  from  this  point  of  view,  the  field  is  white 
unto  the  harvest.  May  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  early  bless  and 
ripen  it! 

Respectfully. 

S.  B.  Cruft. 

BLACKSTomi  Square,  2dd  Febraaiy,  1860. 


REPORT  OF  REV.  MR  WINKLEY. 

Gentlemen,  .  .  .  Pitts-street  Chapel  is  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition. The  number  of  families  connected  therewith  is  nearly  the 
same  as  the  average  for  years  past ;  say  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty.  The  plan  of  operations  is  also  the  same.  There  are  two 
regular  services  each  Sunday.  Owing  to  the  poor  condition  of  our 
heating  arrangements,  the  morning  congregation  has  been  less  on 
cold  Sundays;  otherwise  the  attendance  has  been  satisfactory. 
We  continue  our  brief  liturgy  in  the  morning,  and  congregational 
singing  through  the  day,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  To  carry 
this  out  successfully,  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  pastor  to  act  as 
chorister,  and  hold  two  rehearsals  per  week ;  one  on  Wednesday 
afternoon  for  a  juvenile  choir,  and  one  on  Friday  evening  for  the 
congregation. 

The  Sunday  School,  if  there  has  been  any  change,  is  in  a  better 
condition  than  usual.  We  continue  to  hold  two  sessions  each  Sun- 
day, and  are  aided  by  a  band  of  seventy  noble  teachers.  To  carry 
this  work  forward,  the  pastor  is  superintendent;  and,  besides,  holds 
two  teachers'  meetings  each  week,  —  namely,  one  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  and  one  on  Thursday  evening.  These  meetings  are  very 
well  attended,  and  are  prosperous  gatherings.  The  Sunday  School 
has  for  years  had  a  vacation  of  five  or  six  weeks  during  the  sum- 
mer vacation  of  the  public  schools.  It  would  be  useless  to  do 
otherwise,  because  so  many  teachers  and  pupils  scatter.    On  Sun- 
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day  evenings,  there  is  regularly  a  conference  meeting,  which  has 
attained  so  vigorous  a  condition,  that  it  can  take  care  of  itself; 
although  the  pastor  presides  at  the  same.  A  conversation  meeting 
of  some  kind  is  held  on  Wednesday  evening.  A  devotional  meet- 
ing for  boys  is  held  on  Thursday  afternoon,  and  one  for  girls  on 
Friday  aflernoon;  the  number  to  each  of  these  being  limited. 
On  Saturday  aflernoon,  the  **•  Social  Circle  "  for  girls  is  held.  All 
these  are  well  attended,  and  are  doing  much  good,  each  in  its  own 
way  and  to  its  special  number.  Calls  and  callers,  other  meetings 
and  specialities,  fill  up  every  moment  of  time,  and  would  if  the 
days  of  each  week  and  the  hours  of  each  day  were  doubled :  as 
may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  the  pastor  is  also  chorister  and 
superintendent ;  that,  for  the  last  ten  years,  he  has  averaged  two 
thousands  calls  per  annum;  held  thirteen  meetings  per  week,  or 
more  than  five  hundred  per  year ;  and  attended  to  a  vast  variety 
of  work  which  hardly  enters  the  mind  of  any  but  a  Minister  at 
Large.  What  really  adds  to  the  difficulties  of  his  labors,  is  the 
constant  fiux  and  reflux  of  Sunday  school  and  parish ;  the  former 
of  which  has  undergone  an  average  of  over  forty  per  cent  for  the 
last  five  years,  and  the  parish  not  much  less. 

If  one-half  of  the  labor  were  expended  upon  a  regular  parish,  — 
especially  a  permanent  one,  —  it  would  result  in  obvious  and  ma- 
tured fruits,  which  would  be  delightful  to  witness.  As  it  is,  the 
good  eflects  are  not  unseen.  Letters  from  scattered  ones,  flying 
visits  from  wanderers,  messages  and  reports  received,  are  enough 
to  delight  and  astonish  any  one  at  the  power  of  Christian  faith 
diffused  through  such  an  institution. 

At  no  time  has  there  been  more  healthful  religious  interest 
among  all  classes  than  at  the  present ;  and  so  may  it  always  be  I 
Then,  as  now,  may  our  Report  emphatically  be,  We  are  in  a  pro- 
sperous condition  I 

Affectionate  gratitude  compels  an  allusion  to  the  late  Prince 
Hawes,  Esq.,  whose  steadfast  and  deep  interest  in  the  Chapel  was 
so  kindly  and  constantly  manifested,  and  whose  venerable  pre- 
sence will  be  long  missed  by  those  who  had  welcomed  and  honored 

him.  .  •  • 

Our  project  of  informally  organizing  into  a  parish  has  done 
nothing  wonderful,  but  very  well.  Its  full  results  for  the  year 
are  not  yet  known,  as  the  annual  meeting  will  be  held  next  month. 
It  has  had  various  little  discouragements ;  but  is  a  real  advantage, 
as  far  as  it  goes. 


>.  •  .  • 
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Mj  colleague  continueB  in  her  department  with  fidelity  and 
success;  to  which  fuller  allusion  would  be  made,  if  she  were 
not  to  speak  for  herself. 

May  God  smile  upon  the  Ministry  at  Large,  and  send  forth 
laborers  to  work  therein !  May  he  make  it  prosper  to  the  rapid 
diffusion  of  true  Christian  views,  and  the  attainment  by  many  of 
eternal  life  promised  through  our  Lord !  and  may  his  blessing  rest 
upon  you,  gentlemen,  and  all  God's  workmen  I 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.    H.   WiNKLET. 
7,  BuumrcH  Street,  Feb.  20, 1860. 


REPORT  OF  REV.  MR.   GERRY. 

To  the  Execntive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fratemitj  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen,  ...  I  herewith  submit  my  second  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  condition  of  the  different  departments  connected  with 
the  North  Mission. 

1.  The  Sunday  School  —  The  number  of  children  connected 
with  the  Sunday  School,  at  the  date  of  my  last  Report,  was  ninety. 
The  number  that  attend  at  the  present  time  is  one  hundred  and 
forty-seven ;  with  an  average  attendance  of  about  ninety  scholars. 
Of  this  number,  forty  are  in  the  Infant-department,  under  the 
charge  of  Mrs.  Gerry ;  eight  belong  to  an  Adult  Bible  Class ;  and 
the  remainder  are  arranged  in  classes,  in  charge  of  ten  teachers. 

The  library,  at  the  present  time,  numbers  two  hundred  and  fifty 
volumes.  It  has  been  thoroughly  renovated  of  late,  and  the  books 
have  been  re-covered. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  officers  and  pupils  of  the  Sunday 
School  connected  with  the  West  Church  for  a  year's  subscription 
for  fifty  copies  of  the  "  Sunday-school  Gazette." 

On  the  1st  of  November,  a  service,  designed  especially  for  chil- 
dren, was  commenced  at  the  Chapel ;  and  has  been  regularly  held 
on  the  first  Sunday  evening  in  each  month.  The  children  have 
manifested  an  unusual  degree  of  interest  in  this  service,  which  has 
been  fully  attended.  I  have  been  aided,  in  my  efforts  to  make  this 
service  an  interesting  and  profitable  one,  by  several  gentlemen  in- 
terested in  the  Sunday-school  cause. 
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Through  the  generosity  of  many  friends,  I  was  enabled,  last 
Jane,  to  take  the  children  of  the  Sunday  School  to.  Waverley 
Grove  for  a  day.  Many  of  their  parents  and  friends  accompanied 
them ;  numbering,  in  all,  about  two  hundred  and  fifly  persons.  We 
had  a  pleasant  time ;  and  the  interest  of  the  occasion  was  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  presence  of,  and  substantial  favors  received  from, 
members  of  the  society  in  Belmont,  under  the  charge  of  the  Bev. 
Amos  Smith. 

The  fifth  anniversary  of  the  school  was  held  on  the  18th  of  De- 
cember last ;  and,  although  the  day  was  very  stormy,  the  attend- 
ance of  the  children  and  friends  of  the  Chapel  was  large,  and  tlie 
services  of  an  interesting  character. 

Through  the  continued  liberality  of  friends,  we  were  enabled  to 
have  our  usual  Christmas  festival. 

During  the  year,  a  singing-meeting  for  children  has  been  held  at 
the  Chapel  one  evening  each  week;  and  the  attendance  has  ranged 
from  forty  to  seventy. 

2.  Chapel  Services.  —  I  have  to  report,  that,  during  the  last  few 
months,  the  attendance  upon  both  the  afternoon  and  evening  ser- 
vices 4ias  steadily  increased ;  and  I  am  encouraged  to  hope,  that, 
ere  long,  this  department  may  present  a  still  greater  improvement 
in  this  respect  In  this  connection,  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks 
to  those  clergymen  who  have  preached  for  a  series  of  successive 
Sunday  evenings  during  the  winter.  Their  presence  at  the  Chapel 
has  not  only  afforded  much  pleasure  and  profit  to  those  who  have 
listened  to  their  sermons,  but  it  has  also  given  the  assurance  of 
their  sympathy  with  and  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Ministry  at 
Large. 

3.  Conference  and  Prayer  Meeting.  —  A  conference  and  prayer 
meeting,  held  at  the  Chapel  every  Friday  evening  for  several 
months  past,  has  been  well  attended.  This  meeting,  together  with 
that  held  one  evening  in  each  month  at  my  house,  has  done  much, 
I  think,  towards  awakening  a  personal  interest  in  the  subject  of 
religion  among  our  people.  Since  the  1st  of  September  last,  ten 
persons  have  been  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  church-membership, 
and  others  have  signified  their  intention  of  so  doing  at  an  early 
day. 

4.  Church  Festival  —  This  festival,  designed  to  be  an  annual 
gathering,  was  held  at  my  house  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  of 
January.     It  was  a  pleasant  occasion,  and  intended  especially  to 
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give  an  opportunity  for  the  members  of  our  church  to  become 
better  acquainted  with  each  other,  and  thus  to  cement  the  bonds 
of  Christian  love  and  unity  which  ought  always  to  exist  between 
members  of  the  same  church. 

5.  Boyf^  Meeting  and  Heading-roam.  —  The  Boys'  Meeting, 
which  was  opened  at  the  Chapel  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago, 
is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The  attendance  of  the  boys  has 
varied  from  sixty  to  over  an  hundred.  At  one  time,  I  had  the 
name^  of  one  hifhdred  and  forty-four  recorded;  but  owing  to 
the  want  of  room,  and  the  difficulty  of  preserving  order  in  so  large 
an  assemblage,  with  the  limited  assistance  at  my  command,  the 
number  was  reduced  to  sixty-six.  Since  that  time,  the  boys  have 
been  admitted  by  tickets,  good  order  has  been  maintained,  and  a 
decided  improvement  observed  in  the  habits  and  characters  of 
many  of  them.  \ 

In  addition  to  addresses  made,  and  familiar  conversations  held 
J  with  the  boys,  upon  moral  subjects,  a  reading-room  for  their  use 

has  been  supplied  with  a  well-selected  library,  a  stereoscope  with 
a  variety  of  views,  several  bound  volumes  of  illustrated  news- 
papers, dissected  maps,  Scripture  scenes,  juvenile  religious  newspa- 
pers, geographical  and  arithmetical  puzzles,  historical  games,  and 
a  piano-forte. 

By  means  of  this  meeting,  I  have  become  acquainted  with  the 
habits  and  moral  condition  of  a  large  number  of  boys  residing  in 
this  part  of  the  city,  and  have  been  able  to  assist  many  of  them 
in  various  ways. 

I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  following  donations  of 
books,  &c.,  in  aid  of  this  institution :  — 

From  James  S.  Clarke,  thirteen  volumes;  William  Veazie, 
fifteen  volumes ;  L.  C.  Bowles,  four  volumes ;  Crosby,  Nichols, 
and  Co.,  forty-two  volumes ;  Little  and  Brown,  twenty-four  vo- 
lumes ;  Sunday-school  Society,  three  bound  volumes  of  the  ^  Sun- 
day-school Gazette ; "  Thomas  Gaffield,  Esq.,  one  stereoscope  with 
twenty-five  views;  M.  M.  Ballon,  Esq.,  two  bound  volumes  of 
"Gleason's  Pictorial;"  H.  P.  Kidder,  Esq.,  twenty-five  dollars; 
Federal-street  Society,  through  Rev.  Dr.  Gannett,  ten  dollars;  a 
friend,  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Nichols  of  Cambridge,  ^ve  dollars. 

It  will  be  proper  for  me  to  state,  in  this  connection,,  that  these 
books  contributed  for  the  boys'  library  were  given  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  unwearied  friend  of  the  institution,  Mr.  Thomas  Gaffield. 
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6.  Evening  School  for  Adults,  —  Our  evening  adult  Bcbool  was 
commenced  on  the  13th  of  November,  and  will  close  about  the 
middle  of  March.  This  school  is  under  the  special  direction  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Freeman,  a  gentleman  well  qualified  for  the  position 
which  he  occupies.  Good  order  has  been  maintained,  and  the 
pupils  have  made  good  progress  in  their  studies.  Several  persons 
who  entered  the  school  at  its  commencement  remained  only  a  short 
time,  and  others  were  discharged  for  disorderly  conduct.  The 
present  number  of  pupils  is  64;  male-departiftent,  25;  female- 
department,  39;  average  age  of  males,  17}f ;  females,  11^;  ave- 
rage attendance  of  males,  15 J;  females,  14f. 

7.  Sewing  School  for  Destitute  Girls.  —  The  Sewing  School  for 
girls  has  been  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Gerry,  assisted  by  twelve 
teachers ;  six  of  whom  are  connected  with  the  West  Church,  two 
with  the  Second  Church,  one  with  the  Hollis-street  Society, 
one  with  the  Children's  Mission,  and  two  with  the  Chapel.  These 
ladies  deserve  our  sincere  thanks  for  the  valuable  assistance  which 
they  have  rendered  in  this  important  department  of  the  Mission. 
The  number  of  girls  connected  with  the  school  is  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one ;  the  largest  number  present  was  one  hundred  and  eleven, 
on  Feb.  4;  the  smallest  (thirty-five),  on  Nov.  19,  —  the  day  the 
school  was  opened.  We  would  gratefully  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  generous  donations  of  material  for  the  use  of  the  school  from 
Messrs.  Gookin,  Wood,  and  Geoi^e  W.  Warren. 

We  are  indebted  for  large  donations  of  clothing  to  Bev.  Mr. 
Pike's  society  in  Dorchester,  Rev.  Amos  Smith's  society  in  Bel- 
mont, and  for  an  order  on  the  **■  Needlewomen's  Friend  Society " 
for  twenty  dollars'  worth  of  garments.  Since  the  1st  of  November, 
two  hundred  and  thirty-one  garments  have  been  distributed  among 
the  deserving  poor. 

I  cannot  close  this  Report  without  saying  a  word  or  two  of  the 
North  End  as  a  field  for  missionary  labor.  After  an  active  service 
of  about  eighteen  months  in  this  field,  I  am  more  and  more  con- 
vinced that  just  such  a  ministry  as  that  sustained  by  your  Associa- 
tion is  needed  here.  There  are  a  large  number  of  families  scattered 
through  this  section  of  the  city,  who  are  connected  with  no  religious 
society,  but  who  may  be  reached  and  benefited  by  a  faithful  mis- 
sionary. Several  of  this  class  of  families  have  been  brought  into 
the  Chiipel  during  the  year,  and  are  now  regular  attendants  upon 
the  sabbath  services.     I  cannot  better  close  this  Report  than  by 
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prajing  that  the  Lord  jaf  the  harvest  would  send  more  laborers 
into  this  portion  of  his  vineyard ;  for  truly  the  field  is  large,  but 
the  laborers  are  few. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Edwin  J.  Gebbt. 

Boston,  Feb.  16, 1860. 


REPORT  OF  REV.  EDMUND  SQUIRE. 

To  the  Committee  of  the  Beneyolent  Fraternity  of  Charches. 

Gentlemen,  —  I  have  much  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  the 
Report  which  you  request  of  your  church  in  Washington  Vil- 
lage. 

Since  the  Report  of  last  year,  a  great  progress  has  been  made  in 
^  this  cliurch  and  in  the  visible  results  of  its  operations.     I  suppose 

the  number  attending  the  afternoon  service  has  been  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  doubled,  so  as  to  render  the  greatly  increased  accommodation 
for  hearers,  which  the  Committee  have  recently  supplied,  absolutely 
necessary.  Even  this  is  sometimes,  as  at  the  sabbath-school  con- 
certs, entirely  appropriated,  so  as  to  fill  the  Chapel  to  its  utmost 
capacity  on  the  ground-fioor.  This  increase  of  hearers  is  probably 
due,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  increased  population  of  the  Village ; 
though  in  some  measure  also,  doubtless,  to  the  fact,  which  the  lapse 
of  three  years  has  now  established,  that  the  Union  Church  in  Wash- 
ington Village  is  now  a  permanent  institution,  and  has  been  blessed 
by  God  with  a  success  that  some  of  its  Yriends  could  hardly  hope 
for. 
^  The  congregation  is  not  confined  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Village ; 

and  not  a  few  from  the  neighborhood  and  the  city  come  to  worship 
with  us,  and  by  their  lively  sympathy,  and  their  kindness  and  ma- 
terial aid  to  our  poor,  are  an  unspeakable  blessing  to  us.  Some  of 
these  ladies  have  statedly  met  through  the  winter  to  make  garments 
for  the  needy ;  and  have,  so  far,  almost  entirely  met  all  our  wants 
in  this  direction.  The  present  winter  has  been,  I  th^nk,  nearly  as 
trying  to  the  poor  in  this  district  as  its  terrible  predecessor  two 
years  since.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  concealed  want  that  we  can- 
not supply.  We  do  our  best  with  the  donations  of  the  Fraternity 
and  of  our  kind  private  friends ;  but,  with  both  of  these  sources,  we 
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fall  sometimes  terribly  short,  as  must  be  the  case  where  there  are 
very  many  worthy  poor,  and  scarcely  one  wealthy  person  in  the 
district.  We  are,  however,  thankful  indeed  for  the  relief  we  can 
administer.     What  should  we  do  without  it  ? 

Our  sabbath  school  was  never  so  prosperous,  so  orderly,  or  so 
well  attended,  as  now ;  as  is  the  general  remark.  From  ninety  to  a 
hundred  young  people  are  present  every  sabbath  morning;  and 
about  fifteen  teachers,  who  are  most  exemplary  for  their  punctuality 
and  devotion.  There  can  be  few  more  striking  illustrations,  I  think, 
of  the  benefit  of  sabbath  schools,  than  that  in  our  Village.  When  I 
compare  it  with  the  sabbath  school  of  three  years  since,  I  have 
indeed  cause  to  be  thankful  to  God  and  to  its  original  founder.  As 
you  glance  at  it,  you  see  how  much  the  character  and  behavior  of 
the  young  people  are  improved;  and  the  policeman,  without  whose 
presence  the  sabbath  used  to  be  unbearable  in  this  place,  now  tells 
me  that  he  is  scarcely  needed,  and  that  the  Village  has  become  just 
as  orderly  as  other  places.  There  is  a  religious  service  for  the 
young  people,  as  well  as  the  ordinary  teaching  of  the  sabbath.  The 
library  now  numbers  five  hundred  volumes.  The  monthly  concerts, 
always  successful,  have  lately  been  unusually  interesting :  they  have 
come  to  be  established  as  a  kind  of  religious  festival  for  the  young 
people,  and  are  anticipated  with  constant  pleasure.  A  series  of 
lectures  on  the  history  of  the  early  church,  as  found  in  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles,  have  occupied  our  other  sabbath  evenings  through 
the  winter ;  and  an  increased  interest  has  been  given  by  opening 
the  meeting  afler  the  lecture  for  conference  and  prayer.  A  Bible- 
class  for  ladies  has  been  just  opened  on  Monday  evenings  ;  which 
promises  good  success.  The  Wednesday-evening  prayer-meeting 
has  been  marked  with  unusual  interest  of  late,  and  has  doubled 
its  numbers.  A  church-meeting  has  been  held  at  the  house 
of  the  pastor  every  other  Thursday  evening  through  the  win- 
ter ;  and  to  it  all  earnest  inquirers  have  been  invited.  Some  of 
these  meetings  have  been  pervaded  by  a  peculiarly  happy  spirit ; 
and  I  cannot  but  hope  for  great  good  from  them  as  a  whole.  Con- 
gregational singing  has  been  established  in  the  church  within  the 
last  six  months ;  and  a  social  meeting  for  the  practice  of  this,  on 
Friday  evenings,  is  well  attended.  The  Psalms  are  now  read 
responsively  by  minister  and  people,  as  part  of  the  service ;  and 
these  two  new  arrangements  tend  greatly  to  increase  the  social  cha- 
racter of  the  services. 
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The  aflernoons  and  disengaged  eyenings  are  devoted  to  the 
important  work  of  visiting,  —  a  work  which,  of  course,  increases 
with  the  population.  I  cannot  close  this  Report,  without  per- 
sonally thanking  the  Committee  for  the  improvements  and  repairs 
of  the  Chapel :  thej  not  onlj  increase  the  comfort  and  accommoda- 
tions of  the  congregation,  but  thej  have  tended  to  increase  its  num- 
ber. Since  the  re-opening  of  ttie  Chapel,  every  thing  connected 
with  it  seems  to  have  started  into  new  life  and  interest.  The  union 
spirit  of  this  church  is  still  unabated  :  all  sects  worship,  and  almost 
all  sects  commune  together,  in  the  "  faith  which  worketh  by  love." 
They  either  forget  their  differences,  or  lose  them  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  their  common  Saviour  and  Lord. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches  by  their 

Obliged  servant  in  Christ, 

Edmund  Squire. 

Washihgton  Village,  Feb.  9, 1860. 


REPORT  OF  REV.  A.  UBELACKER. 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Dear  Sir,  —  Through  a  merciful  Providence,  I  have  been  per- 
mitted to  pursue  my  labors  as  a  missionary  at  large  among  the 
German  population  of  Boston  and  its  immediate  vicinity. 

There  has  been  less  need  of  material  aid,  as  employment  was 
more  easily  procured,  than  during  the  preceding  year.  All  cases  of 
physical  want  which  came  to  my  knowledge  have  been  supplied  by 
the  means  which  kind  friends  have  intrusted  to  me  for  such  pur- 
poses. 

To  bring  those  under  religious  influence  who  have  no  inclination 
to  attend  divine  services,  I  have  adopted  the  same  method  which 
proved  most  beneficial  last  year ;  viz.,  personal  visitation.  This  I 
find  the  only  sure  way  of  reaching  effectually  both  old  and  young. 
The  object  of  those  visits  is  a  twofold  one,  —  first,  to  bring  the 
older  portion  of  the  community  to  a  recognition  of  their  duties 
toward  God,  themselves,  and  their  families,  and  '^  to  remember  the 
sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy ; "  and,  secondly,  to  draw  the  more 
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youthful  members  into  the  sabbath  school,  which  is  the  first  and 
most  effectual  step  toward  bringing  them  within  the  pale  of  the 
church. 

A  portion  of  the  Germans  have  a  strong  prejudice  toward  both 
church  and  minister,  arising  from  the  deplorable  union  of  Church 
and  State  in  Germany ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  Church  is  an 
institution  of  the  State,  and  the, minister,  in  some  degree,  a  civil 
officer.  In  most  places,  congregations  have  no  choice,  but  must  be 
contented  with  the  pastor  appointed  by  the  State.  Some  ministers, 
with  mistaken  zeal,  have  used  their  influence,  as  State's  officers  (if 
I  can  use  that  term),  to  compel  those  to  comply  with  the  established 
usages  of  the  country  who  have  no  inclination  to  do  so.  It  is,  there- 
fore, not  surprising  that  many,  who  in  their  fatherland  are  constant 
attendants  upon  divine  services,  attend  merely  for  the  sake  of 
appearances,  while  at  heart  they  are  utterly  regardless  of  holy 
things.  Others,  being  (by  circumstances)  compelled  to  a  mode  of 
worship  against  which  their  soul  revolts,  are  filled  with  the  bitterest 
enmity  toward  their  oppressors,  as  they  deem  the  Church  and 
State.  The  error  of  combining  religion  with  the  laws  of  a  (despotic) 
government  bears  its  bitter  fruits,  even  in  this  fair  land  of  liberty. 
The  Germans,  landing  upon  our  shores,  pervert  our  full  freedom  of 
opinion,  and  become  either  indifferent,  or  open  enemies  of  religion. 
Hence  it  becomes  the  missionary's  duty  to  convince  them  of  the 
difference  between  church-government  in  the  two  countries,  and 
awaken  an  interest  for  their  own  spiritual  welfare.  I  have  always 
found  them  willing  to  converse  with  me :  and  though  at  first  they 
might  feel  disposed  to  treat  lightly  all  serious  consideration,  yet 
show  them  sympathy ;  lend  a  willing  ear  to  their  objections,  argu- 
ments, and  complaints,  and  an  open  hand  when  they  are  in  need 
(without  a  double  portion  of  canting)  ;  show  them  that  what  is  said 
comes  from  a  heart  truly  interested  in  their  welfare,  —  and  the 
good  effects  will  soon  become  apparent.  Often  have  I  had  occasion 
to  become  a  peacemaker  in  families  where  strife  has  arisen  from 
enmity  against  religion  or  sectarian  intolerance.  I  have  stood  at 
the  bedside  of  the  sick  and  dying,  have  been  a  comforter  in  the 
hour  of  affliction,  and  procured  aid  in  time  of  want ;  and  always 
after  that  have  been  welcomed  as  friend.  Nothing  opens  the 
heart  sooner  for  the  influence  of  the  gospel  than  affliction ;  nor  does 
a  word  "  spoken  in  season  "  find  a  richer  soil. 

Necessary  as  it  is  not  to  neglect  the  older  ones,  it  is  still  more 
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important  to  care  for  the  children.  ...  I  have  endeavored  to 
draw  the  children  of  German  parentage  into  the  sabbath  school,  and 
have  found  but  little  difficulty  in  persuading  them  to  attend ;  and 
generally  the  parents  are  also  willing.  Such  expressions  as,  "  If 
we  do  not  attend  services  ourselves,  we  will  not  deprive  our  chil- 
dren of  gospel  privileges,"  &c.,  are  of  common  occurrence.  .  .  . 

Intemperance  and  infidelity  are  the  two  great  evils  against  which 
I  have  had  to  contend.  Through  the  goodness  of  God,  I  have  been 
successful  in  reclaiming  some  victims  of  the  intoxicating  cup.  This, 
however,  is  but  little.  If  we  would  see  the  sabbath  properly 
observed,  and  a  whole  train  of  evils  done  away  with,  those  places 
towards  which  thousands  wend  their  way  every  Sunday  should  be 
closed,  and  temptation  removed.  .  .  . 

The  Young  Men's  Association,  which  I  organized  some  time  ago, 
has  done  much  good  in  keeping  young  men  from  bad  company, 
and  leading  them  to  devote  their  leisure  hours  to  profitable  instruc- 
tion. 

I  have  visited  two  hundred  and  sixty  families,  and  made  over 
three  hundred  calls. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  Ubelacker. 

Boston,  Feb.  24, 1660. 


REPORT  OF  MISS  MERRILL. 
To  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Charches. 

Gentlemen,  —  Another  year's  work  has  been  done.  Precisely 
how  ?  This  is  a  question  a  worker  in  the  Ministry  at  Large  can- 
not fully  answer ;  for,  wherever  an  opportunity  presents  itself,  it 
should  be  improved.  Whenever  a  voice  calls  for  Christian  aid, 
sympathy,  or  work,  it  should  be  promptly  heeded :  therefore  at  all 
times,  as  for  all  persons,  have  I  been  ready  and  willing  to  labor. 

As  my  field  is  broad,  my  aim  has  been  definite ;  for,  whether  by 
temporal  aid,  Sunday-school  teaching,  visits,  or  aught  else,  one 
purpose  has  guided  me:  namely,  to  influence  the  hearts  of  all 
labored  for,  to  sustain  the  childlike  relation  to  God,  and  to  receive 
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the  teachings  of  Jesus  practically ;  so  that  the  heart  may  be  purified, 
the  actions  ennobled,  and  the  soul  led  home  to  its  Father. 

From  the  fact  that  mj  field  of  labor  includes  all  classes,  and  yet 
mj  aim  is  one,  it  has  become  necessary  to  discriminate  in  modes  of 
operation,  so  as  to  select  the  means  most  appropriate  to  the  need 
of  each,  that  the  greatest  good  may  ensue.  At  some  of  these  let  us 
glance. 

1.  In  the  Sewing  School  —  This  is  entirely  under  my  charge.  It 
is  held  on  Saturday  afternoons.  The  pupils  are  all  of  foreign 
parentage,  and  so  do  not  belong  to  the  Chapel.  The  school  now 
numbers  thirteen  teachers,  seventy  pupils.  It  has  been  more  difit- 
cult  to  obtain  teachers  enough  this  year  than  heretofore ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  quite  a  number  of  applicants  have  been  rejected : 
therefore  the  school  has  been  smaller.  Thanks  are  due  to  those 
who  do  attend,  for  their  regularity  and  faithfulness  in  this  arduous 
work.  Our  object  in  this  school  is  to  teach  the  children  to  sew. 
As  the  pupils  belong  to  the  Catholic  communion,  our  religious  and 
moral  influence  is  very  limited ;  if,  indeed,  any  is  exerted.  We 
hope,  however,  that  we'  may  have  done  somewhat  towards  strength- 
ening in  them  neat,  orderly,  and  industrious  habits. 

2.  In  the  Sunday  School.  —  I  have  the  superintendence  of  the 
infant-department,  which  holds  two  sessions  each  Sunday.  The 
morning  school  numbers  eight  teachers  and  fifly-three  pupils.  We 
pursue  a  course  of  study  on  the  "  Life  of  Jesus,"  from  a  book  pre- 
pared for  the  purpose  by  our  pastor.  Once  in  six  weeks,  I  review 
all  the  classes  on  the  lessons  previously  studied.  The  afternoon 
school  consists  of  eight  teachers  and  sixty-one  pupils.  At  this  ses- 
sion, a  practical  lesson  is  given,  drawn  from  the  morning's  instruc- 
tions ;  and,  if  carried  into  the  daily  life,  will  lead  these  little  children 
to  be  and  to  do  good.  Beside  the  superintendence  of  the  infant 
school,  I  have  a  class  under  my  special  charge,  which  I  had  before  I 
entered  upon  this  work.  The  members  of  this  class  are  no  longer 
children.  I  hope,  in  another  year,  that  some  of  them  will  become 
regular  teachers  in  this  room :  even  now  they  assist  much,  taking 
their  part  in  the  opening  exercises,  and  acting  as  substitutes  when 
the  teachers  are  absent.  They  pursue,  with  diligence  and  interest, 
the  same  course  of  study  as  the  pupils  in  the  larger  room. 

8.  In  the  Teachers'  Meeting,  —  Beside  the  two  teachers'  meetings 
held  by  Mr.  Winkley,  there  is  a  similar  one  under  my  charj»e,  for 
the  special  benefit  of  the  teachers  in  this  room,  at  which  the  lessons 
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are  given  for  the  following  Sunday.  I  also  attend  and  assist  at  the 
^  Singing  Band,"  the  weekly  rehearsal  for  singing,  and  the  weekly 
teachers'  meeting,  under  the  charge  of  the  pastor. 

The  Infant  School,  and  the  homes  connected  therewith,  alone 
afford  an  ample  field  for  lahor ;  for  it  is  expedient  for  me  to  visit 
the  pupils  oflen,  and  seek  to  know  their  parents  and  surroundings, 
that  I  may  thus  he  guided  in  my  lahors  for  them.  This  not  only 
involves  regular  calls,  but  sickness,  and  every  variety  of  need,  have 
their  special  opportunities  for  doing  good  to  them.  The  parents 
are  thereby  often  led  to  come  to  church  or  Sunday  school,  —  at 
first,  perhaps,  to  see  how  the  children  are  prospering ;  afterwards 
because  they  are  themselves  interested. 

4.  In  CaUs,  —  To  visiting  I  devote  most  of  my  time  and  effort. 
Beside  the  pupils  of  the  infant-department  and  their  parents,  I 
have  about  fifty  families  assigned  me  that  I  visit ;  and  this  visiting 
from  house  to  house  is  tlie  mode  of  doing  good,  when  conjoined  to 
chapel  and  Sunday-school  instrumentalities.  Personal  conversation 
affords  a  grand  opportunity  to  see  the  different  ways  in  which 
Christian  faith  can  bless  those  who  will  accept  it.  I  therefore 
urge  the  indifferent  to  wake  to  a  knowledge  of  the  same,  and  accept 
it,  that  they  may  be  blest  And,  by  this  same  Christian  faith,  I 
try  to  cheer  the  sick,  lead  the  sinful  to  repent,  and  give  encourage- 
ment and  help  to  all  who  stand  in  need  thereof. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


F.  S.  Merrill. 


Feb.  20,1860. 


REPORT  OP  MRS.  BARRY. 

To  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen,  —  It  will  be  remembered,  that,  during  the  past 
year,  I  was  compelled,  much  against  my  inclination,  to  resign  my 
situation  as  your  missionary.  Under  a  kind  Providence,  my  health 
has  been  restored ;  and,  at  your  request,  I  am  again  endeavoring 
to  discharge  my  trust  as  a  laborer  for  the  Fraternity. 

On  my  return,  I  found  the  sabbath  school  much  scattered,  owing 
to  a  change  in  our  place  of  worship,  and  false  reports  in  circulation, 
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to  the  effect  that  this  ministiy  had  given  up  our  children.    Mj  infant 
class,  when  I  lefl,  numbered  fifty :  general  attendance,  from  thirty  to 
forty  pupils.    When  I  came  back,  there  were  but  eight.    It  now  num- 
bers thirty-four ;  whilst  two  classes  have  been  made  up  out  of  it  for 
the  school  above.    In  our  removal,  we  missed  the  beautiful  vestry  we 
had  so  long  enjoyed  for  our  Evening  School  and  Sewing  School ;  but 
I  feel  most  grateful  for  the  excellent  provision  for  the  infant  class 
and  other  purposes.  >  The  locality  where  we  are  is  good.    I  have 
no  doubt  in  regard  to  our  success,  and  think  this  change  for  the 
besL     Some  there  are  who  doubt  about  the  moral  and  spiritual 
wants  of  the  south  part  of  the  city.     I  know  that  the  beautiful 
houses  which  for  a  few  years  have  been  going  ^up,  almost  ^'  without 
sound  of  hammer,"  have  hid  from  our  vision  the  poor  man's  dwell- 
ing ;  but  the  homes  of  the  widow  and  fatherless  are  still  with  us, 
and  years  must  pass  away  before  any  change  can  remove  the  class 
which  claim  our  attention.     Yes :  there  is  need  of  more  laborers  in 
this  part  of  the  city.     A  most  worthy  Orthodox  missionary,  whose 
judgment  is  the  best,  said  to  me  that  two  more  missionaries  were 
needed  here.     I  know  many  labor  under  the  sad  mistake,  that 
our  mission  to  the  poor  is  simply  to  feed  and  clothe  them.     This  is 
part  of  our  duty,  but  not  our  highest,  noblest  purpose.     Were  this 
all  we  had  to  do,  we  should  very  soon  be  discouraged ;  for  our  means 
are  limited,  and  often  entirely  exhausted.     We  see  much  of  poverty, 
sorrow,  and  disappointment  ;    homes  made   sad   by  disease   and 
death ;  widows  with  little  ones  to  care  for,  without  means  to  supply 
the  daily  bread  they  need.     We  meet  all  this  in  our  humble  walks ; 
and,  as  far  as  our  means  will  allow  us,  we  relieve  the  poor  and  suf- 
fering.    But  the  work  of  the  phristian  missionary  does  not  end 
here :  he  sees  a  spiritual  poverty,  blindness,  and  unbelief,  —  a  void 
which  cannot  be  filled  by  giving  temporal  relief;  and  this  great  want 
must  be  met  in  Christ.     Therefore  we  labor,  believing  our  highest, 
noblest  work  should  be  for  the  soul :  we  go  from  house  to  house,  to 
the  sick  and  dying,  trying  with  our  feeble  words  to  point  them 
to  Christ.     Tuesday  evening,  we  have  a  meeting  wherever  there  is 
sickness,  and  in  this  way  carry  the  gospel,  hoping  some  heart  may 
be  touched  and  made  better.     The  good  results  from  these  meetings, 
eternity  alone  will  tell :  some  who  have  passed  to  the  other  side,  and 
have  left  strong  evidence  of  their  faith  in  Christ,  were  first  led  to  em- 
brace him  at  our  meeting.     In  an  upper  chamber,  on  Friday  evening 
of  every  week,  we  have  a  meeting  of  the  same  class,  for  those  who 
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cannot  get  out  on  Sunday,  many  of  them  for  want  of  clothing.  And 
here  let  me  Bay,  that  many  there  are  who  for  this  cause  are  detained 
from  the  house  of  God.  If  those  who  have  cast-off  garments  would 
send  them  in,  much  good  might  be  accomplished  among  our  worthy 
poor  in  fitting  them  for  church.  I  find  oflen,  that,  by  supplying  a 
dress  or  bonnet,  or  pair  of  shoes,  or  a  jacket  for  a  boy,  I  can  get 
a  whole  family  to  ihe  house  of  God.  And  who  can  estimate  the 
good  accomplished,  even  in  this?  for  all  must. first  hear,  and  then 
believe.  How  much  of  patience,  wisdom,  and  strong  faith  in  God, 
we  need  to  help  us  in  this  labor  of  love,  and  make  us  wise  in  win- 
ning souls  I  I  have  been  very  much  encouraged  in  my  Bible-class 
of  boys  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  years,  and  also  in  my  infant  class ; 
in  the  evening  service  with  different  families ;  and  our  Friday- 
evening  meeting  at  the  vestry,  which  has  cheered  many  a  sad 
heart,  and  bid  them  hope  again.  My  hours  for  visiting  are  from 
nine  o'clock  till  one,  and  from  two  until  four  in  the  afternoon ;  spend- 
ing one  hour  in  the  chapel-vestry,  where  the  poor  can  meet  me,  or 
any  person  can  send  applicants.  My  Poor's  Purse  has  been  sup- 
plied from  our  good  friend  Dr.  Bigelow,  as  usual.  I  have  given 
out  two  hundred  garments,  fitted  up  thirty  bonnets,  and  distributed 
fifly  pairs  of  shoes.  I  could  speak  of  much  which  would  be  interest- 
ing, and  of  many  who  have  been  blessed  under  this  ministry ;  but 
forbear,  lest  I  should  weary  your  patience.  And,  hoping  that  I 
may  be  able  the  coming  year  to  do  more, 

I  respectfully  submit  the  preceding. 

E.  D.  Barrt. 


The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  is  herewith  presented ;  and 
the  whole  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  friends  And  sup- 
porters of  the  Fraternity,  with  an  earnest  entreaty  that  their 
zeal  and  liberality  in  providing  the  means  for  upholding  and 
extending  this  noble  Christian  enterprise  may  more  and 
more  abound. 

For  the  Committee. 

RUFUS   ELLIS,  Secretary. 
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W^t  christian  iftinistts  ^n  SLarjje  Cities; 


A  SEKMON 


PRBAGHBD    AT    THE    REQUEST 


OF  THE 


BENEVOLENT     FRATERNITY, 


IN   HOLLIS-STREET   CHURCH, 


March  18,  1860. 


BY    EDWARD    E.    HALE, 

VINISTEB     OF     THE     SOUTH     G  ON  GRBO  ATIOIf  AL     CRUROH. 


SERMON. 


•4 


1  Cor.  xii.  6:  *' There  abe  diffbbemcbs  of  administration,  but  the  same 

LOBD." 

I  AM  to  address  you  on  the  work  of  the  Church  in  large  cities. 

The  social  system  of  large  cities  now  is  quite  different  from  what 
it  was  at  any  of  the  earlier  periods  of  history.  There  is,  therefore, 
no  office  of  the  Christian  ministry  in  which  so  little  has  been 
determined  as  the  ministry  in  such  a  town  as  Boston. 

Within  even  the  quarter-century  of  the  existence  of  this  Frater- 
nity,  the  social  condition  of  this  town  has  completely  changed. 
The  necessity  for  such  operations  as  yours  is  tenfold  larger  than  it 
was ;  and  those  operations  themselves  have  to  be  curiously  and 
ingeniously  varied. 

In  a  quiet,  steady,  somewhat  drowsy  town  of  sixty  thousand 
people,  descendants,  almost  to  a  man,  of  the  old  Puritan  settlers, 
Dr.  Tuckerman  established  himself,  in  1826,  to  work  in  picking 
up  the  fragments  that  were  left,  after  forty  established  churches 
had  called  all  they  could  within  their  walls.  With  what  assiduity, 
sweetness,  and  wisdom  he  fulfilled  that  ministry,  you  know.  The 
men  are  here  to-night  who  were  trained  under  his  influences,  and 
he  is  remembered  among  the  dearest  saints  of  our  home-calendar. 
But  a  generation  of  men  has  passed  by.  A  somewhat  drowsy  little 
seaport,  which  supposed  itself,  as  it  still  does,  the  centre  of  the 
world,  has  been  enlarged  to  be  really  the  metropolis  of  New  Eng- 
land. With  the  enlargement  of  its  communications  with  all  parts 
of  America  and  some  parts  of  Europe,  an  immense  population  has 
come  in,  which  knows  nothing  of  its  ancient  customs,  has  not  been 
taught  in  its  schools,  and  is  completely  indifferent  to  its  religion. 
Of  the  populution  of  this  Bosfon,  more  than  one-half  are  Europe- 
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ans  or  of  Eui:opean  parents.  Yet  it  happens,  —  fortunatelj,  as  I 
think,  —  that  the  vital  direction  of  its  education,  of  its  government, 
and  of  all  its  most  essential  social  institutions,  still  remains  in  the 
hands  of  the  descendants  of  those  Puritans  who  gave  Boston  its  Pu- 
ritan name.  We  have  attempted,  as  we  have  witnessed  the  change, 
to  adapt  to  that  change  the  Christian  ministry  which  thej  sustained 
in  it.  The  Ministry  at  Large  now  has  to  deal,  not  with  a  few  frag- 
ments led  by  various  providences  in  the  midst  of  a  little  commu- 
nity, hut  with  the  hundred  thousand  men,  women,  and  children 
whom  God  has  pleased,  in  one  of  the  great  tide-waves  of  history, 
to  throw  upon  o6r  strand.  He  directs  us  to  absorb  them  into  our 
social  order;  to  liA  them  into  the  highest  life  we  know  of  body, 
mind,  and  soul;   or,  in  one  word,  into  our  Christianity. 

We  do  not  conceive  that  this  work  is  to  be  done,  as  it  was  in  the 
beginning,  by  one  Christian  man  passing  from  door  to  door  to  see 
if  he  can  find  any  who  are  lonely  or  neglected.  We  attempt  rather 
to  arrange  machinery  which  shall  unite  all  our  churches  in  working 
for  this  end,  by  every  agency  which  we  can  adapt  to  it  To  this 
organization  we  give  the  somewhat  cumbrous  name  of  the  ^  The 
Benevolent  Fraternity  of  the  Churches  of  Boston  sustaining  the 
Ministry  at  Large." 

This  is  a  ministry  to  the  poor,  only  in  that  broad  sense  in  which 
every  one  is  poor  who  is  in  want.  It  is  not  a  ministry  whose  direct 
object  is  feeding  the  hungry  or  clothing  the  naked.  There  are 
four  other  organizations  in  Boston,  each  of  which  undertakes  that 
duty,  —  the  Howard  Benevolent  Society,  the  Young  Men's  Bene- 
volent Society,  the  Boston  Provident  Association,  and  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor.  But  the  fact  is,  that  the  little  wreck  of 
humanity,  which  needs  to  be  fed  and  warmed  for  a  few  months  in 
winter,  makes  only  a  small  proportion  of  those  who  are  in  want. 

Here  are  a  cluster  of  foreigners  — just  landed  on  the  wharf  — 
sitting  barricaded  with  their  strange-looking  chests,  all  amazed 
with  the  aspects  of  a  new  land,  and  not  able  to  speak  a  word  of  its 
language.  They  have  money  enough ;  yet  very  clearly  they  are  in 
want.  What  will  you  do  for  them  ?  Here  are  two  sisters,  —  wo- 
men who  have  passed  threescore  and  ten,  —  who  yet  have  the  thrift 
which  carried  them  on  through  younger  days,  —  the  skill  of  needle 
which  once  clothed  husbands  and  children.  They  ask  none  of 
your  alms,  therefore;  because  thejr  can  earn  a  living:  and  yet, 
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as  tbej  sit  and  stitch  there,  twelve  hours  a  daj,  without  any  foot- 
steps but  their  own  ever  mounting  their  stairway,  evidently  they 
want  something.  What  will  you  do  for  them  ?  Here  are  boys  and 
girls,  men  and  women,  who  cannot  read  or  write  a  word.  They 
have  good  wages :  but  they  are  in  want ;  all  the  more  in  want  that 
they  do  not  know  what  a  treasure  they  are  in  want  of.  What  will 
you  do  for  them  ?  Here  again  is  a  family,  where  the  husband  and 
father  is  a  drunkard ;  spends  at  the  drinking-house  all  that  he  can; 
abuses  wife  and  children ;  and  will  not  second  any  effort  of  hers  for 
training  in  letters,  in  morals,  or  in  religion.  Grant,  —  what  is  likely 
enough,  —  that  they  have  enough  to  eat  and  drink  aftd  wear.  But 
where  are  they  to  look  even  for  the  stimulus  or  the  rest  or  the  com- 
munion which  you  seek  on  Sunday  ?  Where  will  those  children  be 
like  to  look  even  for  the  entertainment  and  instruction  which  your 
children  seek  in  a  Sunday  school  ?  And  where  are  they  to  form 
those  social  ties  which  would  form  themselves,  if  only  the  mother 
dared  admit  strangers  into  her  home  ?  As  it  is,  she  is  forced  by  a 
husband's  vices  to  keep  the  doors  of  that  home  sealed  against  the 
acquaintance  and  friends  of  her  brighter  days.  These  people  are 
all  starving,  though  they  do  not  want  food  or  fire.  What  will  you 
do  for  them  ? 

The  answer  of  the  Heathen  world  was  and  is  a  very  short  one : 
<^  We  will  do  nothing  for  them."  Just  so  far  as  the  Christian  world 
is  Heathen,  it  makes  the  same  answer.  So  far  as  it  is  Christian,  it 
answers  this  general  question  by  an  effort  to  relieve  all  such  desti- 
tution. The  extent  of  its  answer  measures  the  amount  of  its 
Christianity.  So  far  as  the  organized  church  attempts  this  duty, 
it  does  so  by  the  various  offices  of  the  Christian  ministry. 

Of  the  Roman-Catholic  system  of  discharging  this  ministry,  I 
have  nothing  now  to  say.  The  Protestant  system  appears  most  dis- 
tinctly, and  therefore  to  the  greatest  advantage,  in  the  cases,  not  yet 
unfrequent,  of  small  communities  who  have  but  one  minister  in  the 
midst  of  them.  The  old  country  parish  of  New  England,  where 
the  minister  was  settled  in  town-meeting  of  the  whole  by  the  vote 
of  the  town^  was  such  a  community.  It  ws£s  his  legal  duty  as  well 
as  his  Christian  privilege  to  know  every  family  within  that  town- 
ship, and  to  be  Christ's  officer  for  relieving  any  wants  of  theirs 
which  were  not  relieved  by  the  offices  of  neighbors  or  friends. 
And  this  was  not  matter  of  theory,  but  matter  of  fact.  The  old 
clergy  could  and  did  know  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the 
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circle  of  their  parishes.  They  visited  every  house ;  they  haptized 
almost  every  child ;  they  could  literally  call  every  one  by  name. 
If  then  there  were  a  boy  of  a  peculiar  devotional  disposition,  of  a 
peculiar  gift  of  speech,  and  a  peculiar  earnestness  of  purpose,  the 
minister  of  the  town  in  which  he  lived  could  and  did  see  that  he 
should  be  trained  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  If  there  were  a 
girl  among  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  who  had  fine  artistic  qualities 
and  was  in  want  simply  of  the  development  of  those  qualities,  again 
it  was  the  duty  of  that  minister  to  arrange  some  way  in  which  that 
want  should  be  supplied.  Society  was  constantly  the  gainer,  there- 
fore ;  because  it  had  everywhere  one  officer,  presumed  competent, 
who  kept  his  eye  upon  the  capabilities  of  every  human  being 
whom  God  sent  into  the  world  in  that  precinct.  He  saw  to  it,  if 
he  did  his  duty,  that  those  .capabilities  were  fostered  to  the  full. 
Where  the  system  worked  as  it  ought,  society  never  lost  the  latent 
power  of  inglorious  Miltons  or  village  Hampdens;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  or  the  blackest  of  the  black,  or 
the  vilest  of  the  vile,  had  at  least  one  channel  of  communication 
with  the  influential  classes.  There  was  this  minister,  servant  of 
the  church  and  servant  of  Christ,  to  whom  every  such  person  had 
a  right  to  make  known  his  every  want,  whether  of  body,  mind,  or 
soul,  and  forfeited  no  self-respect  in  doing  so.  The  minister  was 
his  minister  as  much  as  he  was  the  minister  of  the  largest  tax-payer 
in  the  town  or  of  the  most  devout  Christian.  He  was  his  medium 
of  communication  with  the  church  or  with  the  government.  And 
be  it  remembered,  that  neither  church  nor  government  have  any 
right  to  exist  at  all,  except  as  they  answer  every  just  appeal  of 
those  in  real  want  in  the  communities  which  they  affect  to  serve. 

To  linger  an  instant  upon  a  pleasing  theme,  which  poets  like  to 
sing  of,  and  which  we  all  like  to  dream  of,  I  am  free  to  say,  that 
in  some  instances,  in  enough  to  be  spoken  of  together,  this  system 
worked  marvellously  well.  You  remember  gratefully  the  men  who 
stood  in  this  ministering  position  where  it  came  up  anywhere  near 
its  possibilities.  Such  a  man  is  Oberlin,  another  of  the  saints  of 
the  Protestant  calendar.  Or,  to  speak  of  home-wor)c,  where  it 
came  up  only  to  the  average  of  its  possibilities,  it  gave  us  the  New 
England  of  to-day, — the  New  England,  whose  small  country  towns 
are  still  the  most  successful  in  the  training  of  men.  I  claim  this 
for  the  New-England  system,  —  that  where  you  see  that  remarkable 
spectacle  pf  a  small  farming  town  sending  forth  in  a  generation 
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hundreds  of  accomplished  teachers,  manufacturers,  merchants,  and 
leading  men  in  other  professions,  to  be  tlie  influential  men  through 
this  whole  land,  it  is  invariably  true,  that  that  town  owes  that  victory 
and  honor  to  the  successful  work  of  its  Christian  ministry,  —  often 
to  the  work  of  some  one  minister.  Nay,  even  he  is  often  a  man, 
who,  you  would  say,  was  not  a  man  of  talent ;  he  is  not  even  a 
man  of  executive  ability ;  he  is  not  a  man  distinguished  for  his 
scholarship,  perhaps  :  but  if  he  is  a  man  fearing  God,  loving 
Christ,  and  forgetting  himself,  he  works  with  this  miraculous 
power  for  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  He  finds  out  those 
who  have  the  genius  which  God  denied  to  him ;  he  sends  them  to 
enjoy  the  training,  for  the  want  of  which  the  salt  tears  ran  down 
the  fresh  cheek  of  his  boyhood,  and  run  down  the  furrowed 
cheek  of  his  old  age ;  he  gives  the  stimulus  and  the  hope  to  the 
young  aspirant,  whom  he  lives  to  see  building  up  gigantic  enter- 
prises such  as  he  himself  had  not  the  grasp  to  dream  of.  He  does 
this  because  he  is  living  illustration  of  the  Saviour's  promise.  In 
the  few  things  he  had  to  do  he  was  faithful,  and  so  he  becomes 
ruler  of  many.  He  did  not  fear,  though  he  went  forth  to  his  work 
with  a  shepherd's  sling ;  and  the  victory  is  given  to  him,  even  as 
his  Master  said,  '<  Fear  not,  little  fiock :  it  is  your  Father's  good 
pleasure  to  give  you  the  kingdom." 

But  of  him  and  his  I  am  speaking  only  by  way  of  illustration 
of  the  Protestant  system  of  ministry.  Where  you  can  see  it  dis- 
tinctly, I  said,  and  where  it  sees  its  own  work,  you  can  see  the 
result  of  that  work,  and  you  see  that  it  works  well.  But  you  and  I 
do  not  live  in  such  Arcadias.  We  live  rather  in  a  complicated 
social  system,  where  the  ministry  of  Christ  is  inevitably  tangled  up 
in  the  complications  of  society.  The  Congregational  system  is 
well  enough  adapted  to  little  hamlets.  **  Yes  ;  but  can  you  adapt  it 
to  gr^at  cities  ?"  you  say.  Just  as  in  politics,  the  old  statement  was 
that  republics  were  well  enough  for  small  communities.  But  can 
you  make  them  work  in  large  ?  To  that  challenge  to  Congrega- 
tionalism, we,  ultra-Congregationalists,  answer  by  this  Ministry  at 
Large.  Will  you  remember,  then,  that  our  whole  system  is  on 
trial  in  it? 

In  the  complications  of  our  lives,  it  is  no  longer  the  town-meet- 
ing of  saint  and  sinner,  voting  together,  which  calk  the  Christian 
minister  to  be  the  servant  of  them  all :  it  is  a  parish  of  religious 
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persons,  who  have  at  least  enough  of  Christian  interest  to  form  a 
Christian  congregation,  who  call  him  to  be  the  minister  to  thai 
congregation.  Thej  consider  that  his  first  duty  is  to  minister  to 
their  wants  ;  and  so  does  he.  In  the  abstract,  I  suppose,  this  deci- 
sion is  right.  But  you  see  how  it  throws  upon  him  and  them  the 
responsibility  of  making  additional  provision  for  the  ministration  to 
the  various  wants  of  those  persons  who  do  not  unite  in  religious 
societies,  whatever  reason  or  excuse  they  have  for  their  refusal. 

First,  there  is  the  danger  that  they  all  together  cut  the  tap-root  of 
their  own  Christianity  by  thanking  God  that  they  are  not  as  other 
men  are.  This  is  a  real  danger  where  congregations  form  them- 
selves  in  the  midst  of  large  communities  surrounded  by  multitudes 
of  people  who  are  enlisted  under  more  lax  covenants,  or  are  not 
congregated  at  all.  There  is  an  awful  danger,  that  as  such  worthies 
go  up  to  the  house  of  worship,  passing  by  on  their  way  the  adul- 
terers and  the  unjust  and  the  extortioners,  who  do  not  go  there, 
they  shall  go  into  church  to  thank  God  that  they  are  not  as  those 
publicans  whom  they  lefl  upon  the  sidewalk.  If,  at  the  moment  of 
that  dreary  thanksgiving,  the  outcast  in  the  street  is  murmuring, 
^  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner! "  though  he  do  not  so  much  as 
HA;  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  you  know  where  the  two  prayers  go  to. 
This  is  the  first  danger  of  the  establishment  of  congregations  for 
the  express  benefit  of  those  who  are  in  some  sense  religious  peo- 
ple ;  which,  in  the  very  nature  of  their  constitution,  leave  out  the 
reckless,  the  ignorant,  and  those  who  are  frank  enough  to  own  that 
they  are  not  religious  people.  " 

Here  is  the  aecond  danger  in  this  complication,  —  that  those  who 
form  these  congregations  will  be  tempted  to  consider  the  public 
ministration  of  the  gospel  the  essential  thing,  and  the  private  mini- 
stration unessential.  In  a  large  city  like  ours,  for  instance,  people 
will  go  to  hear  brilliant  preaching,  to  the  neglect  of  that  which  is 
not  brilliant.  We  do  not  yet  see  this  in  its  exaggeration ;  b^it  we 
begin  to  see  the  tendency.  The  tendency  is,  that  a  great  pulpit 
orator  will  become  the  minister  of  a  very  large  congregation.  Yet, 
if  you  use  the  word  ^  minister  "  with  a  memory  of  the  ministrations 
which  Jesus  spoke  of,  this  successful  orator  may  be  a  very  unsuc- 
cessful minister ;  and,  while  he  ministers  to  the  largest  of  your 
congregations,  the  most  eflPective  minister  of  the  town  may  be  lefl 
with  the  smallest  Unless  you  look  out  for  this  danger,  you  may, 
in  some  moment  of  exigency,  find  that  you  are  mistaking  your 
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dram-major  for  your  general ;  while  the  real  Napoleon,  because  he 
only  measures  five  feet  four,  is  serving  as  a  private  in  the  rear. 
This  is  the  second  danger. 

But  the  chief  danger  is  this,  —  that,  as  these  congregations  form 
themselves  and  provide  their  minister,  thej  provide  no  ministry  for 
those  who  do  not  choose  to  unite  with  them  or  with  others.  If 
you  stop  here,  you  rest  on  the  vicious  principle,  that  demand  and 
supply  will  take  care  of  each  other.  The  principle  is  false  in 
trade,  where  it  had  its  birth.  Witness  Pearl  Street  and  Lynn  to- 
day ;  witness  the  last  three  years,  whose  agonies  will  not  have  been 
in  vain  if  they  have  dethroned  this  falsehood  from  the  throne  it  has 
had  in  commBrce.  It  is  as  false  in  religion,  as  every  religious  man 
has  always  known.  Because  a  man  needs  the  Bible,  it  does  not 
follow  that  he  goes  to  a  Bible  depository  to  buy  one.  Because  a 
man  ruins  himself  with  liquor,  needs  to  be  temperate,  it  does  not 
follow  that  he  abstains  from  liquor  for  ever  after.  Because  his 
children  need  an  education,  it  does  not  follow  that  they  rush  with 
their  books  and  their  slates  to  the  primary  school,  and  work  their 
way  upward  through  the  university.  Because  man  or  woman  need 
a  Saviour,  it  does  not  follow,  that,  without  persuasion  and  entreaty 
and  prayer  of  those  who  love  them  and  him,  they  will,  under  the 
mere  stimulus  of  that  need,  give  up  all  that  they  have,  and  rush  to 
sit  at  that  Saviour's  feet,  or,  carrying  their  crosses,  follow  him  in 
giving  life  to  a  dying  world.  They  need  God,  too,  to  be  with  them 
always  in  the  inspiration  of  his  Spirit ;  but  that  great  necessity  does 
not  send  them  to  pray.  In  no  such  case  does  the  mere  demand 
create  the  supply.  Beware,  then,  Jiow  you  stop,  after  providing 
gospel  ministry  for  yourselves.  Your  business  is  to  go  out  into 
the  world,  and  preach  that  gospel  to  every  creature.  Its  charities, 
its  comforts,  its  instructions,^  are  to  be  dispensed  to  those  who  do 
not  ask  for  them,  as  much  as  for  those  who  do.  Grant  that  .you 
who  do  ask  have  established  such  a  ministry  for  yourselves :  your 
work  is  only  half  done  till  you  have  established  it  for  them. 

When  the  whole  church  finds  what  Jesus  meant  by  saying,  '^  Fol- 
low me,"  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  troi^bled  for  want  of  machinery 
for  this  work.  Jesus  ministered  to  all  he  saw.  ^As  hepcused  hy^* 
he  ministered  to  them  ;  and  when  he  says,  "  Follow  me,*'  he  means, 
"  Do  what  I  do ;  finish  that  which  I  begin."  But  this  is,  in  truth, 
asking  a  great  deal ;  and  the  church  at  large,  therefore,  has,  for 
thirteen  or  fourteen  centuries  past,  been  attempting  to  compromise 
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for  another  system.  If  its  members  can  only  be  relieved  from  ibis 
care  of  all  the  lepers,  beggars,  and  harlots,  they  offer  to  take  a  great 
deal  more  care  of  themselves  than  he  proposed.  They  are  also  will- 
ing to  offer  him  a  great  deal  more  honor  than  he  demanded.  For 
themselves,  they  are  willing  ^o  keep  up  a  morbid  retrospect  which  He 
never  asked,  and  to  renew,  every  day,  repentance  which  they  might 
have  made  once  for  all.  They  are  even  willing  to  call  themselves 
the  vilest  of  the  vile ;  they  are  willing  to  say  that  they  are  totally 
without  good,  —  worse,  in  fact,  than  he  ever  called  the  lepers, 
beggars,  or  harlots.  To  him  they  are  willing  to  ascribe  all  the 
honors  which  he  demands  for  God,  as  they  acknowledge  that  it  is 
by  his  sacrifice  and  his  mercy  that  they  are  pardoned  from  that 
infinite  sin  to  which  they  are  willing  to  own.  This  is  the  ultimate 
statement  of  those  religious  systems  which  make  out  that  a  man's 
first  business  is  to  get  himself  into  heaven.  Jesus,  on  the  other 
hand,  came  here  to  uplift  the  whole  world.  Having  begun  that 
work,  he  bade  his  church  finish  it     '^  Do  what  I  do ;   do  as  I  do ;  ^ 

follow  me  ;  "  and  he  has  never,  in  any  way,  signified*  his  assent  to 
the  new  arrangement  which  the  church  —  somewhat  indolently  — 
has  proposed. 

I  say,  that  when  the  whole  church  returns  to  his  view  of  its 
duty,  as  being  tl\e  same  as  his  duty,  the  machinery  for  that  duty 
will  adjust  itself.  In  a  town  like  this,  of  a  hundred  churches,  each 
church  will  go  about  doing  good;  so  following  the  Master.  The 
members  of  each  church  will  find  the  lepers  who  need  cleansing, 
the  blind  who  need  sight,  and  those  possessed  of  devils  which  are  ^ 
to  be  exorcised ;  and  they  wi)l  do  for  them  the  '^  greater  things " 
which  he  promised.  Each  church,  vying  with  each  to  fulfil  the 
Master's  wish,  will  be  light,  heat,  cure,  and  gospel  to  all  who  are 
around ;  and  thus  there  will  organize  again,  in  the  territory  around 
each  meeting-house,  the  old  Christian  parish,  —  *'  the  region  by  the 
house  of  God,"  as  the  word  means,  — for  which  that  church  will 
represent  the  Saviour  of  them  all.  I  do  not  say,  that  the  people 
who  live  in  that  district  will  go  and  seek  the  church  when  they  are 
in  want.  No :  I  say,  rather,  that  the  church  will  have  anticipated 
their  seeking,  and  will  have  cared  beforehand  for  their  necessities. 
Thus,  the  church  will  see  that  by  no  accident  in  your  magnificent 
law  of  "  supply  and  demand  "  a  score  or  two  of  people  die  of  an 
epidemic,  before  the  need  of  cleanliness  has  supplied  cleanliness  to 
a  household.    Each  church  will  see,  again,  that,  in  its  parish,  no  one 
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is  dying  of  loneliness  :  no  question  then  what  the  great  word  "  com- 
munion "  means.  Each  church  will  see,  also,  that  the  children  of  its 
parish  grow  up  to  Jesus  and  to  God :  no  question  then  as  to  what 
the  rite  of  baptism  means.  And,  of  course,  such  a  chifrch  will  see 
tlyit  none  of  its  children,  by  any  decline  from  native  honor  or  purity, 
fall  under  the  crude  discipline  of  your  courts  or  of  your  prisons.  A 
church  will  be  shamed  as  much,  when  one  of  its  neighbors  is 
arrested  for  public  trial,  as  one  of  you  would  be  to  see  one  of  your 
children  there.  This  is  the  Arcadia  —  say,  rather,  the  city  of  God — 
to  which  a  large  town  will  be  changed,  when  the  church  at  large 
relinquishes  the  notion,  that  it  is  possible  for  any  man  to  get  to 
heaven  himself  by  any  process  which  does  not  involve  bringing 
other  people  there. 

But  we  are  not  speaking  of  what  might  be,  but  of  what  is.  We  do 
not  live  in  Arcadia,  —  still  less  in  the  city  of  Grod.  We  live,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  Boston  ;  in  a  town  where  a  hundred  congregations  or 
more  have  provided  themselves  with  ministers  of  the  gospel.  Each 
of  these  ministers  finds  a  pleasure  in  keeping  bright  the  ties  which 
unite  him  to  his  people.  Those  people,  I  hope,  find  a  pleasure  in 
coming  to  their  ministers  for  every  service  which  they  can  render, 
in  needs  of  body,  mind,  or  soul.  I  hope  it  is  also  natural  for  them 
to  do  so;  that  they  forget  they  have  a  right  to  do  so.  These 
ministers,  again,  do  not  forget  that  Christ  sent  them  to  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature.  Af\er  their  special  ministry  to  their  spe- 
cial congregations,  they  are  eager  to  devote  what  remnant  they  may 
have  of  energy,  time,  and  life,  to  those  outside  of  these  congregations. 
Yet  their  first  duty,  beyond  doubt,  is  the  duty  next  their  hands  ;  and 
you  can  see  how  much  of  energy,  time,  or  life,  that  man  has  lefl  for 
this  external  duty,  who  has  shared  in  the  hospitalities,  enjoyed  the 
friendships,  and  received  the  confidence,  of  some  three  hundred 
homes.  I  will  not,  of  course,  say,  ^'  If  he  has  done  his  duty  among 
them : "  but  if  he  have  caught  any  glimpse  of  that  duty ;  if  he 
have  advised  only  where  his  advice  was  asked,  taught  only  where 
one  came  to  him  dying  for  instruction,  warned  only  where  warn- 
ing was  the  clearest  necessity,  and  befriended  only  where  there 
would  be  utter  loneliness  if  he  were  not  a  friend,  —  even  in  that 
case,  you  can  see  what  broken  fragments  of  time,  energy,  and  life, 
the  man  has  for  others,  who  in  so  many  homes  has  the  right  of  a 
trusted  friend  to  watch  and  weep,  yes,  and  to  pray,  with  all.  Yet 
all  the  time  those  others,  not  gathered  in  your  congregations,  are 
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the  majority  of  the  town.  Their  children  die,  and  are  to  be  buried. 
Must  the  weeping  mother  send  for  a  stranger  to  read  the  prayer  ? 
They  have  just  nestled  down  among  us  from  a  strange  land,  be- 
cause they^cannot  understand  your  language,  are  they  to  know  no 
Christian  help  at  all  ?  They  are  orphans,  may  be ;  or  worse  than 
orphans.  What  should  tempt  them  to  volunteer  themselves  afi  mem- 
bers of  a  church,  a  congregation,  or  even  a  Sunday  school  ?  Or  — 
to  descend  from  these  general  illustrations  to  the  particular  cases 
with  which  I  began  —  to  teach  those  who  have  never  learned  to 
read ;  to  give  courage  and  communion  to  those  who  might  sit  and 
work  alone ;  to  guard  the  foreigner,  as  he  lands,  from  the  harpies 
who  swoop  upon  him;  and  to  guard  the  child,  as  he  grows  up, 
from  the  devils  who  are  all  around  him,  —  this  is  the  work,  as 
our  congregations  do  divide  themselves,  as  society  is  arranged  here 
in  Boston,  which  the  church  intrusts  to  its  Ministry  at  Large. 

This  work  is  done  by  human  means.  As  you  know,  if  you  read 
—  as  you  all  ought  to  do  —  the  reports  of  these  missionaries,  eight 
ministers  at  large,  belonging  to  both  sexes,  are  commissioned  to  this 
duty  by  the  Benevolent  Fraternity.  Not  missionaries  to  the  poor 
only,  as  we  are  always  to  remember;  strictly  ministers  at  large, 
for  all  who  need  a  minister ;  the  mediators  —  yes,  take  a  word  as 
great  as  that — between  all  who  are  in  any  want,  and  those  others, 
be  they  who  they  may,  who  can  those  wants  relieve.  The  foreigner, 
as  he  steps  on  shore ;  the  infidel,  who  has  no  church,  because  he 
has  no  faith ;  the  beggar,  who  is  next  suicide,  because  he  has  no- 
thing ;  and  the  young  'man,  who  is  next  suicide,  because  he  has  great 
possessions ;  all  who  are  in  want,  —  give  the  field  to  which  these 
laborers  are  commissioned.  Now,  be  pleased  to  remember  the  ser- 
vice to  which  all  we  clergymen  are  sworn  by  the  most  sacred  obli- 
gations. We  liave  pledged  ourselves,  and  we  are  charged  of  Christ, 
to  leave  this  world  more  pure,  more  true,  nearer  God,  than  we  find 
it.  That  we  may  carry  out  this  pledge,  you  try  to  relieve  us  of  uU 
care  but  the  slightest  for  our  bodily  wants  and  our  families,  that  we 
may  see  that  those  who  do  not  come  nearer  God  of  their  own  sweet 
will  are  somehow  led,  bribed,  seduced,  or  forced  to  him.  Be 
pleased  to  remember  that,  and  you  will  understand  how  it  is, 
that,  in  looking  on  a  town,  our  first  question  is,  ^  How  complete  is 
the  mediation  there  ?  How  perfect  is  its  ministry  ?  Does  it  pro- 
vide only  for  those  who  have  so  much  religious  feeling  that  they 
really  scarcely  need  the  provision  ?  or  does  it  provide  for  all  ?  " 
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Be  pleased,  I  say,  to  remember  this,  and  70a  will  understand  me 
and  believe  me,  when  I  say,  that  oflen  and  often,  as  I  am  exploring 
the  wynds  and  crannies  of  this  town,  wondering  how  many  of  the 
halt  and  lame  in  these  highways  and  byways  ever  get  their  invi- 
tations to  the  great  marriage  feast,  it  is  to  think  of  the  ground-plat 
of  this  town,  as  it  is  spotted  by  the  stations  of  this  Ministry  at 
Large  and  the  kindred  charities.  Thus,  ^  If  my  lot  were  cast  in  this 
tide-washed  cellar,  whom  could  I  turn  to  of  right,  if  I  had  a  son 
going  to  ruin  ? — if  I  had  a  daughter  growing  up  to  the  service  of 
hell  ?  If  my  wife  were  cowed  down  by  affliction,  where  should  I 
turn  for  comfort,  if  I  were  a  Grerman  peasant,  just  landed  here  ? 
Suppose  I  were  broken  down  with  sickness,  and  had  just  waked  up 
to  find  that  I  or  she  could  not  live  by  bread  alone."  Look  in  that  way 
on  the  map  of  this  town,  and  you  shall  find  a  line  of  golden  crosses, 
which  shed  light  from  their  several  centres,  which  any  man  in  any 
calling  had  best  fix  in  his  memory,  and  turn  to  oflen.  Coming 
south  from  the  Old  Ferry,  you  pass,  first,  the  upper  chamber  of 
the  Independent  Mission,  where  it  is  well  worth  your  while  any 
hour  to  look  in  and  see  whom  Father  Mason  and  his  co-adjutors 
are  at  work  upon.  Close  by  is  the  centre,  where  the  Italian  mission- 
ary is  working.  Coming  north,  you  will  see  the  Hanover  Chapel 
and  its  schools ;  and  so,  skirting  the  old  Mill  Fond,  you  can  look  in 
upon  the  well-combined  arrangements  at  Fitts  Street,  where  three 
of  your  ministers  hold  station.  You  stop  in  the  Central  Office,  at  the 
foot  of  School  Street,  always  open  to  your  inquiry.  Passing  upward 
thence,  you  come  upon  the  Children's  Mission  in  Eliot  Street ;  a 
kindred  institution,  in  perfect  rapport  with  ours.  Next  this,  to  that 
glorious  University  in  Warren  Street,  whose  triumphs  are  as  dear 
to  us  as  ours ;  where  so  many  appliances  have  drawn  together  such 
an  army,  and  they  who  by  all  means  have  been  all  things  to  all  men 
in  the  very  spirit  of  Faul,  —  have  won  the  very  victory  of  Faul. 
And  so,  passing  southward,  you  may  stop  among  the  Germans ;  or 
at  the  Canton-street  Chapel  may  confide  your  want,  whatever  it  be, 
to  the  missionaries  in  this  southern  district.  Or  you  may  cross  to 
South  Boston,  and  try  the  hospitality  of  the  Mission  there.  I  say, 
here  are  the  golden  crosses,  the  spiritual  police-stations,  of  this 
town,  •—  none  really  out  of  reach  of  any  man  in  want ;  and  all,  by 
their  affiliation  with  each  other  and  with  you  who  hear  me,  in  such 
position,  that  the  mediators  thus  stationed  can  need  only  time  and 
strength  to  meet  any  want  which  they  discover. 

6 


42  THE    CHRISTIAN    MINISTRY    JN    LARGE    CITIES. 

This  view  of  the  town  is  the  most  familiar,  is  of  course  to  a 
clergyman.  I  ask  you  to  make  it  as  familiar.  Your  daughter  has 
grown  to  womanhood.  Tou  have  given  her  the  most  costly  train- 
ing ;  and  so  she  is  in  want,  in  hitter  want,  of  something  to  use  her 
life,  —  to  fill  her  life  with,  hetter  than  needle-work,  than  novels ; 
hetter  than  the  play ;  hetter  even  than  hook-taught  history,  philoso- 
phy, or  religion.  Send  her  to  the  nearest  of  these  stations,  these 
golden  crosses ;  let  her  ask  them  there  to  set  her  at  work  on  their 
Germans,  their  Italians,  their  Canadians,  and  to  show  her  for  what 
God  has  been  giving  her  the  gifl  of  tongues.  Or  you  are  in  want 
yourself.  Some  dialectic  force  has  thrown  you  off  your  guard ; 
some  devilish  suspicion  tempts  you  to  wonder  whether  your  re- 
ligion itself  is  what  it  claims  to  be.  Go,  try  it,  then.  Put  it  to 
test  to-day.  Gro  you  to  that  same  station  of  mediation,  and  ask 
them  to  show  you  where  is  a  cellar  crowded  by  a  starving  family, 
where  are  a  cluster  of  orphans  waiting  on  a  heavenly  Father,  that 
you  may  try  the  great  experiment  which  shall  show  whether  the 
Lord  Christ  can  give  life  there  also.  Make  that  station  next  you  a 
place  where  you  also  may  enter,  in  your  fashion,  into  the  ministry  to 
all. 

To  maintain  as  widely  as  we  can  such  missions,  we  unite  in 
this  "Fraternity."  Here  are  ten  churches,  which  do  not  pre- 
tend, that,  in  their  own  work  for  themselves,  they  have  done 
their  Christian  duty  for  this  town.  They  recognize  the  fact,  that 
there  are  about  eighty  thousand  persons  in  and  near  Boston,  who 
have  no  connection  whatever  with,  any  existing  religious  organiza- 
tion here.  No  one  of  these  churches  pretends  that  it  does  the 
work  of  Christ  to  any  local  section  of  the  town,  or  to  any  sub- 
division of  these  eighty  thousand  people.  Yet  these  churches 
know  that  those  people  are  to  be  saved  only  by  Christianity. 
Nothing  but  the  Christian  religion  will  save  their  bodies  from  filth, 
infection,  and  starvation  ;  their  minds  from  prejudice,  ignorance,  and 
superstition ;  and  their  souls  from  sin  and  its  consequences,  —  even 
from  dying  out  of  their  bodies.  These  churches  have  no  idea,  that 
any  machinery  of  boards  of  health,  or  officers  of  vaccination,  will 
save  the  bodies  of  these  people ;  that  any  machinery  of  school-laws 
or  schoolhouses  will  save  their  minds ;  that  any  machinery  of  police- 
courts,  or  houses  of  correction,  will  save  their  souls.  None  of  these 
can  do  the  work  for  which  Jesus  Christ  and  his  church  only  are 
competent ;   namely,  the  presenting  all  these  people  perfect  men 
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before  their  Maker,  —  their  whole  spirit,  soul,  and  body  presented 
blameless  as  they  pass  from  earth  to  heaven.  With  aims  no  less 
than  that,  these  churches  have  organized  themselves  into  one 
Society,  —  this  Fraternity.  This  Fraternity  is  strictly  the  Bishop, 
or  Episcopos,  of  Boston, — its  spiritual  overseer.  It  presumes,  it  is 
true,  that  the  organized  congregations  do  the  work  of  Christ  for 
themselves ;  but  for  those  outside  those  congregations  —  near  one 
hundred  thousand  souls  —  it  makes  no  such  presumption.  It 
claims  the  magnificent  privilege  of  opening  the  ears  which  are 
so  deaf  that  they  have  not  heard  a  Saviour, —  the  eyes  which 
are  so  blind  that  they  have  not  seen  him.  It  resolves  to  carry 
the  gospel  to  all  those  who  have  not  sought  it,  and  with  all 
the  ingenuity  of  Christian  love,  with  all  the  various  enginery 
of  enthusiastic  zeal,  with  all  the  sleepless  energy  of  the  Lord 
Christ  himself;  speaking  to  Jews  and  proselytes,  to  Romans, 
to  Africans,  to  the  men  of  Asia,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  rocks, 
and  the  children  of  the  islands,  with  all  the  tongues  of  Pentecost, 
and  with  the  very  spirit  of  Pentecost  as  well.  Thus  it  claims  to 
go  out  into  the  highways  and  byways  of  this  Boston,  and  preach 
the,  gospel  to  every  creature. 

Do  not  reply  to  me,  that  it  does  no  such  thing !  Do  not  say  that 
it  addresses,  perhaps,  a  thousand  people  each  Sunday  in  its  chapels  ; 
that  it  collects,  perhaps,  three  thousand  persons  in  its  schools  ;  that 
it  is  satisfied,  in  short,  with  the  honorable  hold  it  has  on  the  affec- 
tions of  the  poorest  of  the  Protestants  of  Boston,  without  making 
any  considerable  incursion  into  the  company  of  those  who  are  called 
Roman  Catholics,  and  are  nothing  at  all.  It  is  not  satisfied  with  any 
such  thing !  Its  officers  are  not  satisfied  with  any  such  thing  !  You 
who  create  them  are  not  satisfied  with  any  such  thing !  The  work 
of  this  Fraternity  must  extend  over  Boston,  just  as  fast  and  as  far 
as  there  is  need  in  Boston  of  gospel  ministration.  If  it  cannot  so 
extend,  it  has  no  right  to  exist  at  all.  If  it  only  half  does  the  work 
that  it  starts  upon,  we  must  create  some  establishment  which  shall 
do  the  whole  of  that  work.  You  must  so  far  inspirit  your  Frater- 
nity, and  supply  it  with  means,  that  it  can  extend  a  close  oversight 
to  every  new  section  of  the  town  as  it  springs  into  being;  else 
you  have  not  a  ministry  at  large  :  you  have  only  added  four  or 
five  local  ministries  to  the  ministries  which  existed  before,  —  "  the 
Ministries  at  Small,"  I  am  apt  to  call  them,  such  as  I  work  in  and 
my  friends  here.     Nay,  at  this  very  juncture,  when  your  Treasurer 
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tells  70U  he  must  contract,  jou  who  commission  this  Ministry  have 
to  see  to  it  that  jou  enlarge  it  beyond  what  it  is;  for  you  must 
keep  it  up  to  the  full  measure  of  such  necessities.  Look  at  it,  not 
as  an  institution  whose  system  is  completed,  but  one  which  must  be 
enlarged  every  year. 

Ask  yourselves  the  questions  which  the  map  of  Boston  itself 
suggests  to  you.  How  close  are  your  relations  to  East  Boston, 
with  its  floating  population  of  just  the  class  of  people  whom  only 
you  can  supply  ?  —  with  South  Boston,  where  your  establish- 
ment in  the  outskirts  of  Washington  Village  gives  itself  quite 
enough  work  for  the  whole  time  of  one  man  ?  There  is,  again, 
between  St.  Mark's  Chapel  at  the  South  End  and  the  nearest  church 
in  Roxbury,  a  population  of  at  least  twelve  thousand  people,  in  a 
district  in  which  the  only  Protestant  church  is  a  small  Orthodox 
chapel.*  I  venture  the  assertion,  that  half  of  these  people  have  no 
tie  with  any  place  of  worship  whatever.  Many  of  them  are  nearly 
a  mile  from  your  most  southerly  chapel,  and  half  as  far  from  any 
church  in  Roxbury.  What  are  your  relations  with  them  ?  What 
relations,  again,  have  you  opened  with  that  outlying  popula- 
tion, virtually  yours,  on  the  Mill  Dam  ?  Read  carefully  the  reports 
of  your  faithful  ministers  of  either  sex ;  see  how  thoroughly  they 
have  crowded  full  their  time ;  and  then  acknowledge  that  there  are 
large  regions  even  of  Boston,  still,  where  the  demand  even  for  such 
a  ministry  as  existed  in  the  old  New-England  country  parish  has 
certainly  not  yet  created  a  supply. 

Such  are  the  questions  which  the  Board  of  Management  of  this 
Ministry  is  constantly  forced  to  ask.  To  such  questions  you  are  to 
return  the  answers.  To  speak  of  a  special  instance :  they  have  been 
able,  within  a  month  past,  to  probe  into  the  very  curious  foreign  set- 
tlement of  one  thousand  Italian  exiles  in  the  midst  of  us.  They 
have  requested  an  accomplished  Italian  clergyman,  who  has  ex- 
changed his  ties  with  Rome  for  a  more  catholic  communion,  to  get 
at  the  first  facts  for  the  treatment  and  reduction  of  all  that  social 


*  That  part  of  this  popalation  which  residei  in  Boston  Proper  ia  about  nine  thoa- 
sand.  I  estimate  it  thns:  By  the  oensns  of  18i5,  it  appears  that  the  average  popula- 
tion of  a  dwelling-house  in  Boston  is  10.57  persons;  the  average  number  of  persons 
in  a  family  is  5.96.  In  the  Boston  part  of  the  district  described  above,  there  are  757 
dwelling-houses;  in  which,  at  10.57  each,  there  are  8,001  persons.  There  are  also 
149  families  living  in  tenement  houses,  not  counted  above;  which,  at  5.96  a  family, 
represent  888;  making  a  total  of  8,889.^ 
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disease.  It  is  a  disease  which  jou  just  guess  at,  when  a  grotesque 
child,  who  cannot  understand  jou,  brings  you  a  tambourine  for  the 
coppers  with  which  you  are  to  reward  the  performances  of  her  mon- 
key. Shall  this  missionary  go  on  with  his  work  among  his  own 
countrymen  and  the  other  exiles  of  Southern  Europe  ?  or  shall  we 
leave  them  to  the  tender  graces  of  that  church  which  just  now  de- 
clares that  the  name  of  '^  Italian  "  is  the  most  disgraced  name  of  all  ? 
You  dare  not  say  you  will.  Your  Ministry  at  Large,  like  every 
Christian  ministry,  must  go  forward.  The  instant  it  steps  backward, 
the  instant  it  stands  still,  it  dies.  It  must  foQoto  the  Master.  Who 
goes  backward  does  not  follow.  No :  nor  he  who  sleeps  upon  his 
arms. 

I  have  said  that  such  necessities,  in  such  a  city,  put  to  the  test 
the  Congregational  system.  I  may  close  with  saying,  that  such  a 
Fraternity  puts  to  the  test  the  purest  form  of  the  Congregational 
system.  A  pure  Congregational  church  dares  not  permit  any  but 
the  Lord  to  state  for  it  its  theology.  It  is  very  apt,  therefore,  to 
stand  alone  in  matter  of  ecclesiastical  statements  or  dogmatic  de- 
claration. It  is  strongest,  perhaps,  when  it  does  so.  But  that 
refusal  to  take  doctrine  from  its  brother  churches  ought  to  make  it 
all  the  more  eager  to  give  a  hand  to  them  in  works  of  mercy.  The 
ten  churches  who  are  bound  together  here  are  proud  to  proclaim 
the  purity  of  their  independence  in  matter  of  creed.  Because  they 
are  so,  they  ought  to  be  more  eager  to  close  up  in  the  only  union 
which  to  such  churches  is  possible,  acceding  to  the  Master's  test 
of  discipleship,  and,  by  working  together  in  this  Ministry  to  all, 
answering  him  when  he  says,  "  By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye 
are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another.** 
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rpHE  Executive  Committee  of  the  Beneyolent  Fbaternitt 
-^  OF  Chubches  have  received  from  the  ministers  and 
missionaries  of  the  Board  their  reports  of  the  labors,  me- 
thods, and  results  of  the  past  year.  The  names  of  the  vari- 
ous laborers  will  be  found  to  be  the  same  as  heretofore,  with 
the  addition  of  that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tobbicelu,  whose  tem- 
porary engagement,  referred  to  in  the  last  Annual  Report, 
has  issued  in  his  accession  to  our  regular  corps  of  ministers. 
We  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  announce  to  the  Board  the 
resignation  of  Rev.  Edmund  Squire,  through  whose  devoted 
efforts  the  mission  at  Washington  Village  has  been  made  so 
truly  and  abundantly  successful.  The  Executive  Committee 
are  glad  to  bear  testimony  to  Mr.  Squire's  zeal  and  fidelity 
in  the  good  work  to  which  he  had  devoted  himself,  and 
regret  that  a  supposed  necessity  for  entering  into  new  eccle- 
siastical relations  should  have  brought  to  an  end  a  work 
which  was  so  well  begun.  They  have  taken  steps  to  provide 
at  once  for  the  continuance  of  this  very  interesting  mission ; 
and  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  an  intermission  in  any  of 
its  departments,  or  any  lack  of  efficiency  in  its  various  enter- 
prises. The  call  which  was  made  upon 'the  churches  for  an 
increase  in  their  contributions,  commensurate  with  the 
enlarged  operations  of  the  Fraternity,  has  not  been  without 
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response.  In  two  or  three  instances,  the  subscription  has 
been  largely  augmented :  but  we  must  be  permitted  still  to 
remind  the  Board,  that  the  fields  which  we  have  laid  under 
cultivation  are  many  and  wide ;  and  that,  unless  our  receipts 
are  continually  increasing,  they  are  almost  sure  to  be  con- 
tinually falling  off.  As  yet,  our  subscriptions  by  no  means 
equal  the  expenditures  which  cannot  be  avoided,  if  we  would 
maintain  our  various  missions  in  even  a  tolerable  degree  of 
efficiency ;  and  it  is  most  earnestly  to  be  desired  that  the 
pressure  of  the  times  may  not  be  felt  in  the  restriction  of 
this  indispensable  charity.  The  Committee  have  been  at 
considerable  pains  to  make  the  instrumentalities  at  their 
command  as  efficient  as  possible,  and  have  spent  time  in 
conference  with  all  bur  laborers,  male  and  female,  in  the 
hope  that  better  things  might  be  devised,  and  larger  and 
more  various  ends  compassed.  They  would  most  earnestly 
invite  the  co-operation  of  volunteer  visitors  and  teachers  of 
both  sexes,  and  are  satisfied  that  the  lay-membership  of  our 
churches  might  do  much  in  this  way  for  the  spiritual  and 
moral  elevation  of  our  city. 

The  Executive  Committee  have  expended  a  considerable 
sum  in  the  thorough  repair  of  the  Pitts-street  Chapel,  the 
vestry  of  which  has  been  renovated  and  made  attractive  at 
the  expense  of  one  who  has  been  from  the  first  a  zealous 
and  liberal  supporter  of  this  ministry.  A  large  portion  of 
the  valuable  Sunday-school  and  parish  libraries  of  'the  late 
Thirteenth  Congi'egational  Society  has  been  given  by  the 
trustees  of  the  property  to  the  North  Mission,  as  will  ap- 
pear from  the  Report  of  Rev.  Mr.  Gerry.  The  Fraternity 
are  indebted  to  the  liberality  of  Mr.  Francis  Alger  for  an 
excellent  bell  which  summons  the  worshippers  at  Washing- 
ton Village  to  their  pleasant  ch&pel. 

The  Reports  of  the  various  ministers  and  missionaries  are 
herewith  presented. 


DR.  BIGELOW'S  REPOBT. 
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EEV.  DR,  BIGELOWS  REPORT. 

To  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen  :  .  .  .  .  For  a  better  glimpse  of  my  doings,  allow 
me  a  leaf  from  the  latest  jottings  of  my  journal.  —  I  transcribe 
on  Monday: 

"  Saturday,  Feb.  16.  —  Mild  and  brilliant, —  early  at  my  post. 
A  stream  of  callers :  one,  a  gentleman,  to  confer  on  some  plans  of 
reform,  educational  and  philanthropic,  his  heart  much  engaged  in. 
Write  notes ;  despatch  messages ;  parcels  to  the  sick  and  suffering ; 
calls  in  Cambridge,  Irving,  and  Myrtle  Streets.  To  office ;  there, 
the  usual  influx  of  applicants  referred  by  the  chi^table ;  urgent 
appeals  for  worky  work.  Thence  on  visits  to  Wards  One,  Three, 
and  Four,  —  in  North,  Prince,  Salem,  Hanover,  Foster  Streets, 
&c.,  also,  Bartlett  and  Sigourney  Places.  Visit  the  Samaritan  Home, 
(good  institution)  ;  converse  with  a  young  man,  fresh  inmate,  — 
its  shelter  self-sought,  in  hope  of  redemption  from  the  blight  and 
curse  of  intemperance.  Find  him  intelligent,  now  sober  and  sad- 
dened, —  apparently  a  penitent.  And,  oh  I  the  tears  at  the  question, 
"  Have  you  a  mother  ?  "  —  **  No ;  but  I  had  a  good  one."  —  "  Then 
repiember  her  prayers,  and  her  blessing  may  yet  follow  you.  Pray 
to  the  same  Good  Being,  the  same  Almighty  Helper.  Go  upon 
God ;  look  to  the  cross,"  &c  I  left  him  hopefully, — comforted  and 
encouraged,  dropping  some  tracts  into  his  hands,  and  thence  on: 

Blessings  upon  such  Homes  I  To  Hull  Street ;  call  on  Brother  G ;, 

his  poor  wife  ill  from  over  toil  and  care.  Back,  —  to  a  clothing-store ; 
purchases  for  the  poor  and  sick,  —  flannels,  &c.  Tract-depository, 
for  recruitment  of  supplies,  —  temperance-sheets  and  others.  Next 
to  South  £nd,  —  more  visits,  —  Eliot,  Pleasant,  and  Tremont  Streets. 
Home ;  dine  at  seven,  p.h.  To  Girls*  School ;  stay  to  its  close. 
Another  call,  Cambridge  Street.  Again  at  home :  rest,  write,  fetch 
up  entries ;  to  bed  late.  —  Poor's  purse  expenditure?  this  date, 
$14.25. 

'*  Sunday.  —  Day  bright  and  breezy.  Rise  fagged,  but  with 
thankful  heart  that  I  live,  to  enjoy  the  luxury  of  bare  being  in  this 
beautiful  world,  with  the  hope  of  a  brighter  and  better  beyond  the 
shadowy  vale.  •  .  .  Abroad  on  sabbath  walks  ;  air  bracing,  spirits 
quickened,  heart  warming  to  the  work.    Take  testaments,  books > 
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Sunday-school  papers,  tracts.*  —  Visits  in  Wards  Four,  Five,  Six, 
Eight,  and  Nine ;  families  all  of  native  poor,  -^  comprising  old  and 
young,  sick  and  infirm,  the  crippled  and  blind ;  f  pockets  lightened 
of  their  contents.  In  several  of  these  homes,  held  delightful  religious 
exercises;  by  all  kindly  welcomed.  Comforted  and  solaced  three 
solitary  ones  feeble  with  age,  in  their  lone  dwellings,  rejoicing  that 
^  the  word  was  brought  very  nigh  them."  {Ad  interim,  give  an  hour 
to  Bible  Class ;  always  a  refreshing  service,  —  sure  of  kindly  greet* 
ings  and  sympathies ;  —  subject  this  date,  first  chapter  of  Acts.) 
Back  from  my  day's  work  at  early  eve ;  —  if  wearied,  yet  hopeful 
that  my  labor  had  not  been  wholly  in  vain,  nor  vain  my  ^*  faith  in 
the  Lord."  (Thirty-one  calls  and  visits  made  these  two  days ;  — 
four  dozen  small  books,  tractates,  &c.,  dispersed. |) 

^  Monday.  —  Busied  with  poor  from  early  morn,  or  on  letters, 
missives,  reports  of  cases,  d;c.  Then  —  in  parcelling  and  despatching 
sundry  packages  and  articles  to  needy  beneficiaries,  —  comforts  for 
the  sick,  clothing  and  bedding,  shoes  and  rubbers;  also  orders 
for  fuel,  provisions,  and  groceries :  —  Interruptions  from  calls :  —  £n 
fin,  essay  my  Report  (annual).  Begin,  make  small  progress.  Abroad 
on  duties.     To  office,  and  thence  new  visits ;  ^c.** 

Enough  for  such  side-sketch.  And  here  I  may  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  in  the  business  last  alluded  to,  that  of  supplying  the  outward 
wants  of  the  necessitous  (a  humble  but  indispensable  duty  in  my 
branch  of  service),  I  greatly  need  a  helper,  —  some  female  assistant, 
of  active  habits  and  ready  hands;  intelligent  and  discriminative;  of 
kind,  charitable,  patient  spirit;  withal  sober-minded  and  devout;  no 
butterfly  nor  popinjay,  but  a  quick,  earnest,  serious  co-worker.  Em- 
ployment might  be  found,  indeed,  for  two  such  adjuncts  in  the  special 
field  of  service  assigned  me,  by  visiting  and  aiding,  counselling  and 


*  Of  these,  an  admirable  little  tract  by  Mrs.  H.  B.  Stowe,  entitled  *'  Earthly  Care, 
a  Heavenly  Discipline."  I  find  it  particularly  adapted  to  a  certain  class  of  minds: 
done  np  in  an  attractive  form,  it  is  snre  to  be  both  read  and  kept; — pnblished  by 
Jewett. 

t  ^*^Carpt  (fiem"  (Seize  the  moment)  should  be  our  motto.  In  one  of  these 
families,  the  head,  —  a  widowed  mother,  stricken  in  years,  but  in  ordinary  state 
of  health,  -->  with  whom  I  held  much  serious  converse,  followed  by  Scripture  and 
prayer,  suddenly  expired  on  the  Friday  following.  "What  is  your  life?"  I  sent 
to  her,  on  Monday  morning,  some  needed  aid,  with  messages  of  inquiry;  and  the 
return  was,  "  Well  as  usual."    Heard  nothing  after,  till  tidings  of  her  decease. 

I  Numbers  above  the  average:  —  All  days  not,/Se2i-(leiys. 
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consoling  those  of  their  own  sex  particularly,  as  well  as  for  the  better 
ascertainment  of  their  wants,  and  the  adaptation  of  requisites  to  their 
conditions  and  circumstances.  Their  presence  and  offices  would  be 
valuable  in  sick-chambers.  They  might  advise  and  assist  for  proper 
occupations ;  set  needles  a-pljing  for  making,  mending,  fitting ; 
collect  children  into  a  sewing-school, — these,  or  others,  into  Sunday 
classes,  —  resulting  in  the  establishment,  perhaps,  of  a  new  sabbath 
school,  were  a  suitable  place  provided  for  the  accommodation.  They 
could  run  in  and  out  at  all  hours,  in  certain  homes,  when  and  where 
the  calls  of  a  missionary  of  another  sex  would  be  ill-timed  and  intru- 
sive. In  short,  they  might  be  efficient  helpers  to  the  work  in 
manifold  ways ;  —  auxiliaries,  useful  both  as  sisters  of  mercy,  and 
"  Phebes,"  servants  to  the  churches.  And  sure  I  am,  that  the 
faithful,  hearty  co-operation  of  one  such  agent  lent  to  my  depart- 
ment, would  liberate  a  full  third  of  my  time  —  more  likely  one-half 
—  for  the  functions  most  pertinent  to  the  office  of  a  minister.  It 
would  save  much  toil,  not  always  spent,  though  with  best  aims,  to 
best  satisfaction.  It  would  save  no  little  care  and  harass,  and 
many  a  step  in  certain  rounds,  —  to  be  shaped  to  other  walks  and  for 
other  objects,  of  higher  reach  and  compass.  The  experience  gained 
from  the  successful  working  of  such  an  experiment — by  the  employ- 
ment of  assistant  female  labor  in  connection  with  the  older  chapels 
of  the  Fraternity  —  induces  the  hope,  along  with  these  suggestions,  of 
an  extension  of  its  benefits  to  a  quarter  the  needs  of  which  I  have 
thus  ventured  to  bring  to  your  notice. 

The  general  tenor  of  my  avocations  has  been  much  the  same  as 
in  former  years.  From  the  nature  of  the  duties  imposed,  it  can  offer 
little  variety  beyond  the  changeful  features  of  classes  and  subjects,  in 
their  specialities,  with  which  I  have  had  to  deal.  Some  of  these 
have  been  intimated.  —  It  is  proper  to  state  before  proceeding,  by 
way  of  reminder,  that  in  consequence  of  failing  health  exciting 
the  solicitude  of  friends,  I  was  induced,  in  the  month  of  May,  to 
undertake  a  journey  for  change  and  amendment.  It  was  extended 
to  the  Upper  Mississippi  and  thence  to  St.  Louis ;  the  whole  being 
hurriedly  performed  through  anxiety  for  a  return,  and  occupying 
four  weeks.  It  proved  beneficial, — ultimately  so,  as  I  have  reason  to 
believe ;  but,  during  summer,  neither  health  nor  spirits  were  at  a 
premium.  The  result  has  been,  by  a  providential  necessity,  a  di- 
minished amount  of  service  as  exhibited  by  the  tabular  returns 
rendered  in  several  branches  of  the  work,  compared  with  the 
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previous  year:  To  wit  —  Number  of  personal  calls  and  visits 
made  in  my  missionary  walks,  2,840;  do.  from  office  applicants 
received,  1,500;  do.  of  same  class,  at  home,  1,700;  Bibles  and 
Testaments  distributed,  87 ;  books,  large  and  small,  294 ;  printed 
sheets,  papers,  tracts,  &&,  8,200.* 

My  relations  to  the  Home  of  Aged  Indigent  Females  have 
continued  as  heretofore ;  the  offices  of  visitation  and  preaching  (the 
latter  performed  at  alternate  seasons,  four  months  yearly)  being 
accordant  with  the  spirit  of  the  Ministry  committed  to  my  hands,  and 
not  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  time  and  duties  appropriate  to  its 
separate,  paramount  claims.  My  hearty  co-operation  with  a  few  zeal- 
ous friends  has  been  lent,  from  the  outset,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
kindred  institution  to  meet  the  manifest  needs  of  another  class  of  the 
opposite  sex,  —  worthy  and  respectable  poor,  advanced  in  years,  re- 
duced from  competence  to  want,  bereft  and  desolate,  living  alone  in  the 
midst  of  a  busy  and  wealthy  community  whose  prosperity  they  have 
helped  to  advance.  The  object  is  being  realized  by  the  incorporation 
of  a  society  for  the  relief  of  Aged  Men.  Adequate  funds  have  been 
obtained  to  secure  for  them  a  modest  and  comfortable  Home ;  and, 
from  the  measures  in  train,  it  is  expected  that  at  an  early  day  such 
a  one  will  be  opened  to  lend  them  a  grateful  shelter  in  the  evening 
of  their  days-f 

Our  Industrial  Room,  through  deficiency  of  means,  I  have  been 
compelled  to  abandon.  It  was  relinquished  on  the  1st  of  January, 
afler  an  occupancy  of  ten  years  and  three  months ;  the  cost  of  its 
maintenance,  with  exception  of  few  and  precarious  helps,  having 
during  that  period,  fallen  exclusively  on  myself.  The  burden  proved 
too  heavy ;  and,  though  voluntarily  assumed,  involuntarily  —  from 
sheer  necessity — it  has  been  dropped.  Rent  was  one  thing  ($150 
annually)  ;  the  hire  of  a  superintendent,  with  incidentals,  was  more. 
Should  an  assistant  be  provided,  a  part  of  whose  time  at  limited 
hours  or  for  a  portion  of  the  year,  could  be  devoted  to  its  care  and 
oversight,  —  in  the  hope  of  new  and  fresh  interest  being  awakened 
by  such  movement,  and  the  enlistment  of  some  friendly  co-workers 
(the  want  of  such  an  establishment,  of  the  industrial  class,  being  felt 


*  In  the  larger  figares,  round  numbers  are  given,  —  the  lesser  than  the  greater. 

t  It  is  found  that  old  men,  destitute  of  friends  and  stricken  by  poverty,  are 
more  helpless  than  women  in  like  conditions.  They  have  less  pliability  and  capacity 
for  a  store-away. 
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• 
in  our  section  of  the  city),  the  same,  or  more  eligible  accommoda- 
tions, adapted  withal  to  other  uses,  might  haplj  be  secured  for  a 
resumption  of  the  undertaking :  But  this  is  for  other  disposal. 

Our  Pitts-street  Evening  School  has  continued  to  maintain  its 
position  for  character  and  usefulness.  A  change  has  been  made  in 
the  superin tendency  of  the  female-department,  —  Miss  Beck  having 
retired,  and  Miss  Abby  A.  Reed — a  young  lady  of  tried  experience, 
favorably  known  as  an  assistant  in  Phillips  Grammar  School  — 
having  been  invited  to  succeed.  She  has  justified  confidence.  With 
thoughtful  attention,  a  quiet  and  patient  industry,  she  has  conducted 
her  charge  in  a  manner  to  win  the  respect  and  deference  of  pupils, 
and  the  love  of  the  associate  teachers.  Mr.  Adams,*  at  the  head 
of  the  young  men's  department,  has  labored  to  great  acceptance. 
Bringing  with  him  the  most  reliable  qualifications,  —  the  practical 
intelligence  derived  from  the  experience  and  observations  of  a  former 
year's  service, —  he  has  wrought  with  unwearied  assiduity,  and  with 
a  plastic  skill  that  early  subordinated  the  multifarious  and  discordant 
materials  furnished  to  his  hands.  ^'  Order  "  soon  reigned  in  our 
little  "Warsaw;"  and,  altogether,  the  management  of  this  gentleman 
Las  been  distinguished  by  marked  ability,  fidelity,  and  success. 
The  school  has  also  been  favored  with  the  occasional  presence,  and 
ever-ready  and  friendly  offices  of  Mr.  Weld,  its  earlier  superintend- 
ent Assistant  instruction  has  been  furnished  by  young  gentlemen 
from  the  Divinity  School,  Cambridge ;  of  whom  I  have  pleasure  in 
particularly  naming  Messrs.  James  Salloway  and  Edward  I.  Galvin. 
Two  valuable  and  instructive  lectures  in  natural  science,  adapted  to 
popular  understanding  and  illustrated  by  pleasing  experiments,  have 
been  delivered  in  this  department  by  Mr.  William  R.  Huntingdon ; 
for  which  he  has  our  renewed  hearty  thanks.  The  school  has 
prospered  in  numbers.  The  total  names  booked  for  attendance, 
since  its  opening  on  Monday  evening,  Nov.  5,  .is  549  in  both  divi- 
sions ;  ditto  of  teachers,  permanent  and  occasional,  43,  —  a  number 
insufficient,  indeed,  for  our  needs,  but  rendering  doubly  appreciable 
the  benevolent  offices  of  the  helpers  enrolled.t  The  ages  of  scholars 
have  varied  from  fifteen  years  to  forty ;  average,  from  twenty-two 


•  Charles  I.  Adams,  Esq.,  of  tho  Suffolk  Bar. 

t  Grateful  mention  should  again  be  made  of  the  aids  received  from  Bulfinch- 
street  Society;  more  than  one-fourth  on  our  list  of  teachers  l>elng  composed  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  connected  with  its  Sunday  School 
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to  twenfj-four  years.  The  nsnal  melange  is  presented  of  kindreds 
and  tongues.  Predominant,  of  course,  is  the  ^  rich  brogue ;  ^  in 
addition  to  which,  we  have  had  English  and  Scotch,  French  and 
Italians,  Dutch,  Germans,  Danes,  Swedes ;  one  Pole ;  six  colored 
pupils  (well-behaved,  anxious  for  improvement) ;  besides  Provincials 
and  natives ;  —  of  the  latter  (Americans),  76.  Is  not  Boston  a  Porta 
Gentium^  —  verilj  a  gate  of  nations  ? 

It  remains  that  I  present  our  financial  exhibit.    The  following  is 
the  abstract  for  the  current  year :  — 

I860. 

March  1.    Amount  of  Balance  on  hand $13.19 

June  18.    Received  from  Joseph  H.  Allen,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  semi- 
annual income  on  Lienow  Fund •    .      118.60 

Not.  22.   Received  from  the  same     •    •    .    • 111.60 

1861. 

Jan.     5.    ReceiTed  from  Rev.  Dr.  Gannett*s  Church,  by  the  hands 

of  John  H.  Rogers,  Esq.,  Tr 60.00 

Feb.  28.     Amount  of  general  voluntary  donations  in  aid  of  the 

Poor's  Fund  of  the  Ministry  at  Large 1260.00 

fl64l.39 
1861.  

Feb.  28.     Paid  total  of  Office  expenditures  ($272)  and  eharitaUe 

appropriations  ($1246.76)  to  date $1618.78 

M         Balance  to  new  account •    .        22.61 

Total  as  above $1641.89 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  we  have  been  indebted  to  our  generous 
unforg^tting  friends,  the  ladies  of  the  Tuckerman  Circle,  for  contri- 
butions conyejed  in  sundry  remittances  from  their  treasurer,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Q.  Guild,  amounting  altogether  to  $751.97  since  date  of  last 
Beport, — a  measure  of  liberality  exceeding  any  former  precedent  on 
their  part.  The  president  superadded  an  order  of  fifty  dollars  for 
goods  on  the  Needlewoman's  Friend  Society,  in  aid  of  our  suffering 
poor.  Another  benefactress  bestowed  a  like  amount.  A  young 
lady,  inheriting  the  noble  spirit  of  an  honored  parent,  donated  by 
check  two  hundred  dollars, — a  spontaneous  offering,  included  under 
the  head  of  general  benefactions  embraced  in  our  abstract ;  —  one- 
half  of  which  was*  immediately  expended  in  garments  and  other 
articles,  then  urgently  needed  by  our  indigent,  drawn  from  the  same 
teeming  repositoiy,  the  Salesroom  of  the  philanthropic  society 
mentioned  above. 
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To  Messrs.  Francis  E.  Faxon  ^  Co.  oar  grateful  acknowledgments 
are  rendered  for  another  yearly  remembrancer  of  a  box  containing 
seven  dozen  of  boots,  shoes,  and  rubbers,  suited  to  both  sexes ;  to 
an  unknown  donor,  for  a  ease  of  warm  women's-hoods,  twelve  in 
number ;  to  other  benevolent  contributors,  for  sundry  bundles  and 
packages,  chiefly  of  new  and  second-hand  clothing,  —  welcome 
requisites  for  the  needy  and  destitute;  to  a  lady,  for  supplies  of 
religious  papers  and  tracts ;  and  last,  not  least,  to  some  kind, 
thoughtful  sympathizer  for  fifty  dispensary-tickets  in  behalf  of  our 
indigent  sick. 

These  contributions  collectively  are  truly  generous,  and  greatly 
are  they  appreciated.  The  calls,  nevertheless,  on  our  charities,  have 
been  ceaseless  and  manifold.  They  still  continue.  We  enter  upon  a 
new  year  with  slender  means  of  supply.  March  is  before  us,  with 
its  scowling  front,  its  inclemencies  and  privations,— usually  a  month 
of  no  less  urgency  of  need  than  any  in  the  strictly  wintry  calendar. 
We  are  naturally  anxious, — apprehensive  for  the  i^nts  and  coming 
*  cries  of  our  dependent  poor.    Some  of  our  friends  whose  grateful 

aids  we  have  missed,  may  yet  open  and  extend  their  helping  hands. 
They  may  remember,  that,  emphatically,  ^4he  poor  we  have  always 
with  us."  They  may  consider,  that  the  safest  investments  in  these 
troublous  times,  are  offerings  with  willing  hearts,  in  a  generous 
spirit  of  humanity,  at  the  sacred  shrine  of  Charity ;  that  **  he  who 
hath  pity  on  the  poor  lendeth  to  the  Lord,"  and  whatsoever  is  so 
consecrated  is  lodged  beyond  the  reach  of  spoil  or  harm. 

BespectfuUy  submitted. 

Andbew  Bioelow. 

Vmbrvamx,  1S61. 
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REPORT  OP  REV.  MR.  CRUFT. 

Nothing  in  the  way  of  change,  as  to  methods  or  purpose,  has 
characterized  the  South-End  Mission  during  the  past  year.  These 
have  so  frequently  been  enumerated  in  previous  reports,  that  a 
re-statement  would  be  superfluous.  The  great  endeavor  has  been  to 
put  new  vigor  into  them,  with  reference  to  more  substantial  results. 
But  results  cannot  always  be  made  demonstrable:  the  best  are 
oftenest  those  the  most  hidden  from  the  public  eye.  The  witness  is 
in  heaven ;  the  record  is  on  high. 
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There  must  be  vigor  in  the  agent,  if  the  act  is  to  be  one  commen- 
surate. And  here  your  minister  would  return  his  warmest  thanks 
to  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  generous  furlough  granted  him 
during  the  past  summer,  when  long-protracted  service  had  weakened 
his  strength,  and  monotonj  of  toil  demanded  both  the  relief  and 
stimulus  of  change.  An  absence  of  fifteen  weeks  of  Transatlantic 
travel  proved  just  the  panacea  needed ;  and  with  invigorated  health, 
and  a  more  courageous  hope,  he  returned  to  the  missionary  work. 

It  was  gratifying  to  find  so  many  encouraging  proofs  of  the  value 
of  that  work,  of  the  hold  it  had  upon  the  hearts  of  the  people,  in  the 
hearty  greetings  received,  in  the  reports  brought  of  the  good  afore- 
time done,  in  the  continued  interest  in  Christian  attendance  upon 
the  means  of  grace,  and  in  the  uninterrupted  co-operation  and  still 
unbroken  numbers  of  the  fiock.  The  pulpit  of. the  Chapel  had  been 
very  acceptably  supplied  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bradlee,  and  the  various 
departments  of  the  mission  been  most  faithfully  superintended  by 
my  colleague,  Mrs.  Barry. 

The  demands  for  missionary  labor  have  never  been,  perhaps, 
greater  than  since  my  return.  This  has  been,  in  a  large  degree, 
owing  to  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  times,  —  to  the  universal 
stagnation  in  all  the  departments  of  busy  labor.  Families  and 
individuals  have  suffered  thus,  who  never  suffered  before.  The 
means  of  employment  have  been  beyond  the  reach  alike  of  either  sex. 
Many  of  our  own  native  population  have  been  met  with,  who  have 
found  in  this  their  fi&t  winter  of  dependence.  They  have  struggled 
with  virtuous  perseverance  against  many  difficulties.  They  would 
conceal  their  poverty  and  sorrow, and  in  every  case  "turn  the  better 
side  outwards."  —  ^^  To  he  poor  is  bad  enough  ;  but  to  appear  so  is 
worse,"  they  think.  They  struggle  to  live  by  the  sweat  of  their 
brows,  independently  of  eleemosynary  aid.  But,  alas!  in  many 
cases,  calamity,  like  a  cold  avalanche,  overtakes  them,  and  they  are 
poor. 

**  Sorrow  and  secret  pain, 
And  blighted  hopes,  and  bitter  treachery, 
And  the  benumbing  touch  of  povert}', 

With  griefs  that  scorch  the  bmin 
Till  Reason  trembles  on  her  lofty  throne,  — 
Yes,  these,  and  worse  than  these,"  their  minds  have  known. 

Now,  the  material  wants  of  such  must  first  be  provided  for  by  the 
missionary ;  the  wolf  must  be  kept  at  bay.  But  the  lamb,  too,  must 
be  brought  in ;  the  Good  Shepherd,  with  his  smile  and  word  of  good 
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cheer,  roast  be  introdaced ;  faith  and  hope  roust  be  preached ;  the 
thoughts  be  lifted  up  in  prayer,  and  pointed  to  eternal  possessions 
in  the  treasure-house  of  God.  And  it  is  just  here  that  a  true, 
confidential  friend  is  needed,  —  like  the  Minister  at  Large,  —  with 
his  word  spoken  in  season,  of  sympathy  and  counsel  and  encourage- 
roent.  The  bruised  reed  must  not  be  broken ;  the  recklessness,  too 
easily  engendered  at  such  a  crisis,  must  not  be  permitted  to  seek 
relief  in  crime,  or  oblivion  in  intemperance. 

The  more  numerous  cases  of  worthy  destitution  met  with  the  past 
winter  have  made,  of  course,  the  domestic  visitation  —  the  essentiid 
and  characteristic  feature  of  the  mission  —  roore  active. 

I  have  not  kept  a  minute  record  of  my  visits ;  but  they  must  have 
averaged  some  dozen  a  day.  These  do  not  include  the  many  made 
daily  at  the  house,  by  persons  desirous  either  of  counsel  or  help, 
—  visits  that  not  only  demand  attention  when  made,  but  involve 
no  little  expenditure  of  time  in  the  subsequent  inquiries  to  which 
they  may  lead. 

In  addition  to  the  visits,  the  Sabbath,  the  Bible-Class,  and  Con- 
ference-Meeting preparations  must  not  be  neglected.  The  various 
instrumentalities  of  the  ministry,  both  upon  the  Lord*s  Day  and  the 
week-day,  must  each  have  their  diligent  supervision.  These  have 
all  been  carried  on  in  order  and  number  as  in  previous  years. 

The  sanctuary  attendance,  considering  the  fluctuating  character 
and  condition  of  the  worshippers,  has  varied  but  little.  The  numbera 
are  not  large,  more  particularly  of  the  morning  congregation  :  but 
there  is  a  cordial  union  and  hearty  interest  on  the  part  of  those  who 
do  attend ;  and  a  large  majority  of  these,  I  am  convinced,  would  find 
a  home  nowhere  else,  if  the  chapel-dooi's  were  closed  against  them. 

A  very  large  congregation,  filling  the  house,  were  present  on  the 
last  Lord's  Day,  p.m.,  on  the  occasion  of  the  twenty-first  anniversary 
celebration  of  our  Sunday  School ;  manifesting  an  unabated  interest 
in  that  most  important  department  of  the  mission,  on  the  part  of  the 
worshippers.  Friends  came  to  us  from  abroad  to  speak  their  good 
word,  which  cannot  fail  to  strengthen  and  encourage  all  hearts. 

The  school,  according  to  the  report  of  the  superintendent  then 
made,  numbers  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pupils ;  and  consider- 
ing the  number  of  similar  institutions  in  the  neighborhood,  with 
their  more  peculiar  attractions,  and  the  fact  of  our  having  no  vestry 
in  which  to  meet,  this,  perhaps,  is  as  good  an  account  as  could 
reasonably  be  expected. 
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Tbe  school  ia  catechized  hj  the  pastor  on  the  first  sabhath  of 
each  month.  There  is  still  a  scarcity  of  teachexSy  which  we  are 
forced  to  find  from  our  own  namber. 

The  Infant  CIobb  meeting  in  the  Mission  Room  below,  under  the 
charge  of  Mrs.  Barry,  is  very  large  and  fiourishing,  and  doing  an 
excellent  work. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Sewing  Sehoo^  which  commenced 
its  session  there;  but  the  room  becoming  so  crowded,  and  the 
atmosphere  so  noxious  from  want  of  ventilation,  that  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  accept  the  kindnnvitation  of  our  friends  of  the  Church 
of  the  Unity,  and  to  remove  to  their  more  commodious  vestry,  where 
more  than  a  hundred  poor  girls  of  the  neighborhood  are  now  receiv- 
ing instruction  in  the  most  important  branch  of  needlework. 

In  this  same  Mission  Room  our  Teaehen^  Meetingt  are  regularly 
held.  Also,  upon  Friday  evenings,  is  held  a  Ccnference  and  Prayer 
Meeting;  where  many  come,  whose  domestic  circumstances  may  for- 
bid their  attendance  upon  the  Sunday  services.  This  meeting  is 
preceded  by  a  Female  Prayer  Meeting^  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Barry; 
and  the  result  of  these  meetings  is  a  very  satisfactory  increasing 
religious  interest. 

We  are  desirous  of  making  this  room  a  radius  of  as  much  good  as 
we  can  in  the  neighborhood  ;  to  make  use  of  all  the  tools  we  have, 
though  they  may  be  few  and  small.  And  we  cannot  but  feel  gratified 
at  the  success  of  our  humble  efibrts.  It  is  open  every  day,  as  the 
sign  and  centre  of  our  missionary  operations ;  where  calls  can  be 
made  for  counsel  or  charity,  and  the  friends  of  the  mission  can  rally 
to  its  aid.  Benevolent  ladies  of  the  neighborhood  meet  there,  one 
day  of  each  week,  to  make  up  garments  for  the  poor. 

An  Evening  School  was  opened  there,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
winter,  for  the  instruction  of  adults  of  either  sex.  It  is  held  on 
Monday  and  Thursday  evenings.  There  have 'been  filly  names 
entered,  —  mostly  those  of  men,  and  larger  lads,  at  work  during 
the  day.  Mr.  Wheelock  of  the  Dwight  School,  a  gentleman  who 
has  already  had  experience  in  similar  schools  elsewhere,  has  had  the 
management  of  the  school.  Though  small,  —  necessarily  so  from 
the  small  accommodations,  —  yet  I  feel  that  it  has  more  than  paid 
Its  cost,  in  the  substantial  good  gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  few 
who  have  attended,  and  have  been  enabled  thereby  to  receive  larger 
advantages  than  if  these  had  been  extended  over  a  larger  surface,  to 
larger  numbers,  and  in  a  larger  room. 
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I  have  spoken  of  the  religioos  interest  awakened  by  onr  vestry 
meetings;  but,  profitable  as  these  are,  they  are  surpassed  by  those 
held  weekly  from  house  to  house.  Neighborhood  Meetings  we  still 
regard  as  most  efficient  instruments  of  spiritual  good.  The  sympa- 
thies and  charities  of  the  gospel  reach  thus  with  greater  directness 
the  homes  of  the  poor.  Jesus  comes  again  to  them  as  in  the  early 
dnys  of  Bethany,  and  the  glowing  fervor  and  blessed  fraternities 
of  the  '* upper  room"  are  again  made  real.  As  time  and  other 
engagements  have  permitted,  we  have  sometimes  held  two  of  these 
meetings  in  the  week.  A  place  never  has  been  wanting  in  which  to 
hold  them.  The  difficulty  has  been,  rather,  which  of  the  invitations 
we  could  first  accept ;  as  the  unanimous  request  always  has  been,  to 
"  come  again/' 

Thus  much  we  are  attempting  to  do  in  a  field  so ''  white  unto  the 
harvest."  Much  more  we  hope  to  do,  with  increase  of  means  and 
strength;  ever  looking  to,  and  dependent  upon  the  smile  of,  the 
Lord  of  the  harvest. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


BLAOKSToiraE  Squabb,  Feb.  22. 


S.  B.  Cbuft. 


REV.  MR.  WINKLETS  REPORT. 

I  CAKNOT  say  with  the  Apostle  Paul,  that  ^Mo  write  the  same 
things  to  you,  to  me  indeed  is  not  grievous,  but  for  you  it  is  safe ; " 
yet  this  necessity  is  laid  upon  me,  and  therefore  I  do  it.  All  of  the 
reportable  facts  connected  with  my  ministry  may  be  recorded  upon 
a  single  page :  what  is  more,  the  page  might  be  preserved,  and,  with 
slight  alterations,  answer  for  quite  a  number  of  years.  Tliese  facts 
divide  themselves  into  three  heads, — callers,  calls,  and  meetings. 

1.  Callers. — These  are  numerous,  and  for  all  the  various  purposes 
which  grow  out  of  an  endless  variety  of  human  wants. 

2.  C(xUs>  —  These  I  limit  to  my  own  flock ;  for,  of  late  years,  I 
have  found  it  impossible  to  be  faithful  even  to  them.  I  say,  ^Mimit  to 
my  own  flock,"  except  to  the  sick  and  in  attending  funerals,  —  two 
classes  which  seem  to  increase  wonderfully:  this  year,  as  to  the 
sick,  beyond  all  precedent.  It  may  be  thought  that  these  thereby 
become  a  part  of  my  flock ;  but  this  is  not  so.    Many  a  sick  person, 
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educated  in  other  denominations  or  connected  socially  with  other 
churches,  mnj  desire  my  attendance  through  sickness  or  mj  ministra- 
tion at  a  funeral,  and  not  desire  to  make  the  Chapel  their  religious 
home.  It  may  be  asked,  *'"Why  limit  your  flock  in  any  other 
direction  ?  "  Because  fourteen  years  of  experience,  added  to  careful 
inquiries  as  to  the  workings  of  the  ministry  everywhere,  satisfies 
me,  that,  if  individuals  and  families  are  to  be  actually  elevated,  it  is 
worse  than  useless  to  run  beyond  a  certain  number,  if  possible ; 
whereas,  in  funerals  and  sickness,  the  very  demand  is  almost 
assurance  of  good  to  be  done. 

8.  Meetings.  —  About  the  same  as  for  years  past  On  Sunday, 
we  have  a  morning  and  afternoon  service,  two  sessions  of  the 
Sunday  School,  and  a  Conference  Meeting.  During  the  week,  we 
have  two  Teachers'  Meetings,  three  Children's  Meetings,  and  one 
Rehearsal  of  tunes  for  congregational  singing. 

As  to  numbers,  we  are  a  fraction  less,  I  imagine,  this  year,  owing 
to  an  unusual  number  of  removals.  As  to  results,  they  are  as 
encouraging  as  the  average  of  past  years. 

We  are  rejoicing  in  a  well-conditioned  chapel,  both  as  to  heat 
and  neatness ;  for  which  we  desire  to  thank  both  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  a  most  generous  and  faithful  friend  of  the  Chapel. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

S.    H.   WiNKLET. 


REPORT  OF  REV.  MR.  GERRY. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Chnrches. 

In  offering  this,  my  third  Annual  Report  since  the  commence* 
ment  of  my  labors  in  connection  with  the  Hanover-street  Chapel, 
I  will  say,  that  the  year  just  passed  has  been  one  affording  many 
evidences  of  improvement  in  the  general  condition  of  this  mis* 

sion. 

Let  me  give  a  statement  of  its  various  operations  during  the 
past  year. 

1.  The  Sunday  School  —  The  Sunday  School  has  been  attended 
by  one  hundred  and  sixty  different  persons,  whose  ages  have 
ranged  from  four  to  fifty  years,  and  all  from  the  class  for  whom 
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it  was  especially  designed.  Of  this  number,  one  hundred  and  nine 
have  been  connected  with  the  main  department ;  and  the  remainder, 
with  an  infant  class,  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  G^rrj.  I  am  superin- 
tendent of  the  school,  and  also  have  charge  of  a  Bible  class. 

Te€u:hers,  —  The  number  of  teachers  connected  with  the  school 
is  eleven.  In  this  connection,  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  mj 
thanks  to  those  persons  who  have  so  cheerfully  assisted  me  in  the 
instruction  and  management  of  the  school.  Most  of  our  teachers 
are  connected  with  different  churches  in  the  city;  and,  consequently, 
are  obliged  to  forego  the  privilege  of  attendance  upon  the  morning 
service  at  their  several  places  of  worship.  The  sacrifice,  however, 
has  been  cheerfully  made ;  and  I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging 
the  efficient  and  valuable  aid  rendered  by  them  to  the  school. 

The  Lihrary,  —  During  the  year,  the  Library  has  been  reple- 
nished by  donations  of  books  received  from  Hon.  Albert  Fearing, 
and  from  the  Thirteenth  Congregational  Society  of  this  city,  through 
Messrs.  Calvin  W.  Clarke  and  J.  CoUamore.  The  last-named 
donation  consisted  of  380  volumes  of  valuable  books,  50  service- 
books,  23  Testaments,  12  Bibles,  57  Chapel  hymn-books,  1  pulpit 
Bible,  and  a  quantity  of  children's  singing-books.  The  Library 
now  numbers  670  volumes,  and  is  in  excellent  condition. 

The  Sunday^chool  GtuceUe,  —  Our  thanks  are  due  to  friends  con- 
nected with  the  West-Church  Sunday  School  for  a  year*s  subscrip- 
tion of  80  copies  of  the  ^'  Sunday-school  Gktzette,"  for  the  use  of  our 
schooL 

FesUvah.  —  Through  the  generosity  of  many  friends,  the  chil- 
dren and  their  parents  have  enjoyed  various  social  occasions. 

May-day  FettivaiL  —  May  Day  was  appropriately  observed  at  the 
Chapel,  and  was  an  occasion  of  great  interest  and  happiness  to  all 
who  were  present  and  enjoyed  its  festivities. 

FruU  FeitivaL  —  The  usual  excursion  to  the  country  was  omit- 
ted last  summer ;  but,  in  the  autumn,  a  substitute,  called  a  ^  Fruit 
Festival,"  was  provided  for  the  children  and  their  friends,  which 
afforded  them  much  happiness  and  improvement  We  acknowledge 
the  kindness  of  the  people  connected  with  the  Unitarian  Society, 
Belmont,  for  a  generous  supply  of  flowers,  &c,  for  the  occasion.  We 
are  also  indebted  to  Deacon  Clarke,  of  the  Second  Church,  for  a 
contribution  of  flowers  for  this  festival. 

Christmas  FesiivaL  —  Christmas,  as  usual,  furnished  the  oppor- 
tunity for  religious  instruction  and  rational    enjoyments.      T^ 
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wardens  of  Eing^s  Chapel  famished  the  evergreen  for  decorations, 
and  Messrs.  Woodward  and  Brown  a  piano-forte  for  use  upon  that 
occasion. 

Church  FestivdL  —  This  annual  gathering  was  held  at  mj  house 
on  New- Yearns  Eve.  li  was  a  pleasant  re-union  of  those  united  by 
the  sacred  ties  of  religion,  and  was  improved  by  entering  upon  a 
solemn  review  of  the  year  just  passed  away,  and  in  forming  plans 
for  the  future.  Seventeen  persons  have  united  with  our  church 
since  my  connection  with  the  ChapeL 

Initmetion  in  Music*  —  The  singing-meeting  for  children,  which 
was  commenced  two  years  ago,  is  still  continued,  and  is  held  every 
Saturday  evening.  The  attendanbe  of  the  children  ha^  been  quite 
large,  and  much  improvement  made  by  them  in  this  important 
branch  of  instruction.  I  am  always  present,  and  act  as  chorister  at 
this  weekly  exercise  in  singing,  assisted  by  Mr.  George  A.  Bennett, 
who  has  rendered  valuable  service  in  this  department. 

Boy^  and  Girls*  Sunday-Evening  Meeting,  —  During  the  year,  a 
Boys'  and  Girls'  Sunday-evening  Meeting  has  been  held  at  the  Cha- 
pel on  the  first  sabbath  evening  in  each  month ;  which  has  contributed 
much  towards  awakening,  and  in  keeping  alive  in  the  minds  of  the 
children,  an  interest  in  the  Sunday  School. 

Sewing  School  for  Girls.  —  The  Sewing  School  for  Girls  was 
opened  Saturday  afternoon,  Nov.  17.  The  number  connected  with 
the  school  the  present  winter  is  152 ;  average  attendance,  72.  The 
school  is  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Gerry,  assisted  by  seven 
teachers.  Good  order  has  been  preserved,  and  much  improvement 
made  by  the  pupils  in  sewing ';  but  the  small  number  of  persons 
who  have  volunteered  their  services  as  teachers  has  prevented  the 
superintendent  from  effecting  such  a  classification  of  the  children  as 
is  actually  necessary  in  order  to  secure  perfect  discipline  and  a  high 
degree  of  improvement  Donations  of  material  for  the  use  of  the 
school  have  been  received  from  Messrs.  Gookin,  Wood,  Warren,  and 
Washburn. 

Bog^  Meeting  and  Reading  Boom.  — -  This  institution  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  is  very  popular  with  the  boys  at  the 
North  End.  It  has  been  conducted  on  the  same  plan  as  last  Year, 
and  the  attendance  has  ranged  from  60  to  over  100.  The  ooys 
are  accustomed  to  meet  me  on  each  Wednesday  evening ;  and  the 
time  is  occupied 'in  reading  good  books,  pleasant  games,  simple 
Mfinastic  exercises/ or  in  setting  up  dissected  maps.    On  two  occa* 
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fiioDs,  the  bojs  have  been  entertained  with  the  exhibition  of  pictures 
of  a  magic  lantern  hj  Messrs.  Weltch  and  Hill  of  the  Warren- 
street  ChapeL  They  have  also  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  listening, 
on  several  successive  Wednesday  evenings,  to  a  very  instructive 
course  of  lectures  given  by  diflferent  gentlemen. 

Conference  and  Prayer  Meeting,  —  This  meeting  is  held  every 
Friday  evening,  and  is  well  attended  by  the  members  of  my  church 
and  others  interested  in  this  kind  of  religious  service.  The  evening 
is  usually  occupied  by  an  address  from  the  minister,  and  by  prayers, 
exhortations,  and  singing  of  those  in  attendance. 

J^arth  MUsion  Union  Circle.  —  This  society,  composed  princi- 
pally of  ladies  connected  with  the  New  North  Church,  which  holds 
its  meetings  at  the  Chapel  every  Thursday  of  each  week,  and  which 
was  organized  during  the  early  part  of  the  present  winter,  has  been 
of  great  service  to  me  in  furnishing  garments  for  the  children  and 
others  connected  with  my  mission.  Through  the  generous  donations 
of  clothing  received  from  this  and  from  other  sources,  I  have  been 
enabled  to  meet  a  want  which  has  been  long  felt,  and  to  secure  a 
much  larger  and  more  regular  attendance  at  Sabbath  School  and 
the  other  Chapel  services.  Ladies  connected  with  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
Hale's,  Gannett's,  Bartol's,  Lothrop's,  Alger's,  and  Robbins's  societies 
have  co-operated  with  the  ladies  of  the  New  North  in  carrying  for- 
ward this  benevolent  enterprise. 

The  number  of  garments  received  from  this  society  since  Dec  1 
is  215,  inclusive  of  comforters,  wadded  skirts,  and  boys'  caps. 

Donations  of  clothing  have  also  been  received  from  Rev.  Amos 
Smith's  Society,  Belmont ;  the  ^  Ohanning  Circle,"  the  Second 
Church  Sewing  Grcle,  the  ''  Elliot  Circle,"  "  Needlewoman's 
Friend  Society,"  through  Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow,  and  from  several  pri- 
vate sources. 

Whole  number  of  garments  distributed  since  Dec.  1  is  471. 

The  United  Brother^e.  —  This  is  an  association  of  men  who  hold 
their  meetings  at  the  Chapel,  and  was  organized  about  a  year  since, 
principally  by  persons  belonging  to  the  mission.  The  association 
now  numbers  nearly  fifty  members,  several  of  whom,  previously  to 
uniting  with  it,  were  not  connected  with  the  Chapel,  but«have  been 
induced  to  join  a  Bible  class  under  my  care ;  while  others  have  be- 
come regular  attendants  upon  my  ministrations.  Its  members  are 
all  working-men,  who  have  united  in  this  society  for  the  purpose  of 
mutual  improvement  and  assistance ;  and,  in  case  of  sickness  or 
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Other  misfortuoe,  are  entitled  to  receive  tlie  sympathy  of  their  fel- 
low-members, and  pecuniary  aid  from  the  association. 

Evening  School  for  Adulis.  —  Both  the  male  and  female  depart- 
ments have  been  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Joseph  Freeman. 
Number  of  pupils  in  the  male  department,  27 ;  female,  15.  Ave- 
rage age  of  males,  18 ;  females,  19.  Nativity,  —  males  :  United 
States,  6 ;  Wales,  1 ;  England,  4 ;  Italy^  2 ;  Scotland,  2 ;  Sweden,  1 ; 
Ireland,  11.  Females:  United  States,  2;  England,  4;  Scotland, 
1 ;  Ireland,  8.  Whole  number  of  pupils,  42.  Good  improvement 
has  been  made  by  the  scholars  in  their  several  studies ;  and  a  few, 
who  did  not  know  the  *' alphabet"  when  they  entered  the  school, 
can  now  read  with  ease. 

Public  Worship.  —  Public  religious  services  are  held  at  the 
Chapel  every  sabbath  afternoon  And  evening.  The  aflemoon  ser- 
vice is  conducted  in  the  usual  manner.  The  evening  service  con- 
sists of  singing  by  the  choir,  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  prayer,  a 
short  address  by  the  pastor,  followed  by  a  conference  and  prayer 
meeting,  in  which  members  of  my  church  take  part  The  attend- 
ance upon  both  the  afternoon  and  evening  services  has  increased 
very  much  during  the  past  year ;  and,  in  pleasant  weather,  the 
Chapel  is  always  well  filled. 

Walks  among  the  Poor.  —  A  portion  of  my  time  has  been  occu- 
pied in  visiting  from  house  to  house,  attending  funerals,  investigating 
cases  of  destitution,  and  in  seeking  for  families  connected  with  no 
place  of  worship,  to  whom  I  might  be  of  some  service. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  employment  the  present  season,  I  have 
been  obliged  to  bestow  aid  upod  individuals  and  families  not  accus- 
tomed to  receive  charitable  aid  from  any  source.  Through  means 
placed  in  my  hands  by  Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow  and  a  few  personal  friends, 
I  have  been  enabled,  as  yet,  to  relieve  all  cases  of  real  want  that 
have  come  to  my  notice. 

I  close  with  saying  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  you,  in 
words,  an  adequate  idea  of  the  good  accomplished  by  my  ministry  ; 
and,  relying  upon  your  sympathy  and  the  wisdom  that  may  be  ^iven 
me  from  above,  I  will  continue  in  my  chosen  field  of  labor,  trusting 
that  Heaven  will  smile  upon  and  bless  all  my  efforts  to  elevate  and 
improve  the  moral  and  religious  condition  of  the  poor. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Edwin  J.  Gebrt. 

BocTOH,  Feb.  16,  1861. 
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REPORT  OF  REV.  MR.  SQUIRE. 
To  the  Execative  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen,  — According  to  your  reqairement,  I  herewith 
submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of  the  Washington  -  Village 
Church  for  the  past  year.  During  this  period,  the  population  of 
the  Village,  and,  with  it,  the  society  and  its  church,  have  much  in- 
creased, notwithstanding  the  erection  of  a  new  Methodist  chapel  in 
its  immediate  neighborhood,  and  the  efforts  of  that  zealous  sect  to 
draw  our  people  to  it.  The  society  was  certainly  never  in  so  hope- 
ful a  condition  as  it  is  at  present ;  and  this  is  the  case,  whether  we 
regard  the  general  aspect  of  the  congregation,  its  business-affairs, 
or  the  size  and  efficiency  of  the  church.  The  latter  has  assumed 
a  much  more  definite  character  of  late.  Commencing  as  it  did  in  a 
union  of  sects  usually  deemed  too  discordant  to  amalgamate,  it  now 
demands  of  the  candidate  a  relinquishment  of  all  sectarianism,  in  the 
simple  affirmation  that  he  '<  believes  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  with 
all  his  heart."  And  it  is  to  the  fact  that  this  primitive  and  only 
faith  is  the  one  end  of  this  ministry,  that  its  success,  in  the  midst 
of  such  discordant  elements,  is  entirely  due ;  and  if  nothing  else 
had  been  achieved  by  the  founding  of  this  church  but  the  establish- 
ment of  this  great  principle,  and  of  its  sufficiency  to  evoke  Christian 
life  and  order  out  of  the  chaos  of  every  conceivable  form  of  opi- 
nion, this  alone  would  rightly  challenge  the  devoutest  gratitude  of 
the  Fraternity,  that  it  has  been  made  the  instrument  o  a  beneficence 
so  rare  and  so  significant  The  little  church  is  more  and  more  assum- 
ing a  missionary  character,  as  all  chOrches  should.  It  goes  about 
visiting  the  sick,  clothing  the  naked,  relieving  the  destitute,  bringing 
souls  to  Christ :  thus  taking  the  air,  it  grows  and  grows  healthy.  We 
try  to  call  out  the  special  gift  of  each  member,  and  expect  him  to  ex- 
ercise it  Much  has  been  done  and  is  doing  for  the  poor  this  winter. 
In  this  work,  our  Dorchester  friends,  as  usual,  have  been  our  power- 
ful alli^.  Instead  of  contributing  to  a  common  stock  of  general 
charity  to  be  diffused  by  the  minister,  each  worker  becomes  also 
the  visitor,  and  aids  her  chosen  family  herself;  and  we  all  find,  that, 
when  Suffering  stands  face  to  face  before  us,  she  opens  both  purse 
and  heart  much  more  widely  than  when  she  is  only  known  by  the 
"  hearing  of  the  ear." 

The  Sabbath  School  is  somewhat  stationary,  numbering  as  it  does 
about  a  hundred  members.  This  is  partly  owing  to  the  new  Sabbath 


22  TWENTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

School  in  our  neighborhood,  but  more  especially  to  the  constant 
change  of  teachers  which  so  fluctuating  a  population  necessitates. 
This  latter  fact  is  our  greatest  trial  in  every  way*  As  soon  as  a 
family  gets  thoroughly  interested  in  us,  we  have  too  often  to  bid  it 
farewell,  and  thus  both  church  and  school  suffer ;  but  again  a  new 
one  fills  its  place,  and  so  we  are  called  on  to  redouble  oar  diligence, 
and  strive  to  point  the  traveller  to  -^  the  city  which  hath  founda« 
tions."  A  great  number  of  the  new  residents  are  members  of  South 
Boston  and  the  city  societies,  who,  from  the  facilities  of  communica- 
tion, naturally  retain  their  old  connections.  A  cursory  glance  at  the 
Village  would  naturally  give  the  impression,  that  the  present  building 
would  speedily  be  too  small  for  the  religious  accommodation  of  the 
people ;  but  analyze  it,  go  from  house  to  house,  and  this  opinion 
would  soon  be  changed.  Subtract  those  unalterably  wedded  to  their 
own  sect,  and  there  remain  two  classes  to  be  drawn  to  our  church, 
—  the  religious  who  are  unsectarian,  and  the  indifferent.  The  for- 
mer readily  come  to  us,  the  latter  more  slowly ;  but  both  together  . 
form  ample  materials  for  the  gradual  growth  of  a  prosperous  Chris- 
tian church. 

Unceasing  visiting  is  the  one  thing  needful  here.  My  aim  is  to 
visit  all  who  are  not  settled  members  of  other  societies ;  but,  as  the 
population  increases,  no  individual  can  be  visited  so  often  as  he  used 
to  be.  The  church-members  are,  however,  coming  to  my  rescue, 
and  will  soon  do  a  good  work  in  this  department.  The  labor  of 
keeping  so  transient  and  uncertain  a  population  properly  visited  is 
great,  and  would  be  impossible  to  the  pastor  alone  without  church- 
organization.  This,  however,  I  confidently  expect,  will  fully  supply 
the  want.  My  visits  to  the  individual  for  the  special  purpose  of 
religious  conversation  have  been  greatly  blessed  during  the  past  year, 
and  have  frequently  resulted  in  his  coming  into  the  church ;  and, 
what  is  far  better,  in  his  coming  to  his  Saviour,  as  evidenced  by  '^ 

4 

the  change  in  his  spirit  and  life.  In  the  midst  of  the  trials  inevita- 
ble to  the  minister  in  such  a  place  .as  this,  here  is  a  compensation 
indeed.  To  feel  that  you  are  gradually  attracting  towards  you  a  little 
band  of  Christians  is  happiness  here,  and  will  be  a  joy,  and  crown 
of  rejoicing,  hereafter.  I  hope  to  take  courage  from  my  past  expe- 
rience, and  devote  myself  more  exclusively  to  these  special  visitit, 
even  in  the  most  unpromising  cases.  If  made  in  a  right  spirit,  they 
are  almost  always  followed  by  the  divine  blessing. 

Our  sabbath-school  monthly  concerts  hav6  been  unusually  sue- 
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cessful  of  late,  —  not  only  well  attended,  but  generally  crowded. 
If  our  usual  congregations  were  like  these,  the  Chapel  would,  indeed, 
be  too  small.  Strangers  remark  on  them  as  specially  interesting. 
I  know  no  reason  for  this,  except  it  be  their  natural  and  informal 
character. 

Our  prayer -meetings  have  been  usually  pervaded  by  a  yery 
gracious  spirit.  Early  in  the  fall,  a  religious  interest,  of  a  quiet 
but  earnest  character,  seemed  to  be  breathed  on  us,  which  still  lin- 
gers in  the  camp.  Its  results  have  become  visible  in  accessions  to 
our  church,  and  in  a  greater  seriousness  throughout  the  congrega- 
tion. The  people  are  earnest  hearers ;  and  I  look  and  pray  for  that 
faith  which  usually 'follows>  such  hearing.  The  whole  end  of  the 
ministry  is  clearly  the  conversion  of  the  individual  to  Christ,  mani- 
fested by  his  entrance  into  the  outward  church,  and  a  life  and  spirit 
in  accordance  with  this.  Eloquence  may  attract  her  thousands  to 
the  house  of  God,  and  ravish  them  when  there ;  but,  if  this  is  all, 
she  is  but  **  the  tinkling  cymbal,"  and  so  will  be  adjudged  hereafter. 
I  am  penetrated  with  the  conviction,  that,  generally  speaking,  as  is 
the  minister,  so  are  the  people ;  that  a  great  and  sustained  faith  in 
him  will  inevitably  radiate  to  them ;  and  that,  if  be  sinks,  they  also 
are  ready  to  perish.  I  believe  and  know  this  to  be  so.  ^  Who  is 
sufficient  for  these  things  ?  " 

On  the  whole,  then,  although  I  am  not  satisfied,  I  am  thankful. 
There  is  enough  cause  for  gratitude  in  the  past  to  stimulate  to  re- 
newed exertion  for  the  future.  You  can  have  little  idea,  gentlemen, 
of  the  many  obstacles  to  our  cause  in  this  place,  which  cannot  be 
written  about :  they  must  be  encountered  to  be  known.  I  thank 
God,  that,  in  spite  of  them,  we  are  as  we  are ;  though  we  are  as 
nothing  to  what  I  hope  we  shall  be. 

It  is  no  small  thing  in  the  present  day,  with  all  the  religious 
education  and  usage  of  the  age  against  us,  to  keep  and  to  hold  to* 
gether  a  number  of  people  by  the  one  charm  of  the  name  of  Jesus. 
No  other  name  or  charm  could  do  it ;  and  the  smallness  of  the 
sphere  in  which  it  is  accomplished  only  makes  it  the  more  nota- 
ble. That  which '  has  been  bom  in  the  twilight  of  Bethlehem 
shall  ere  long  walk  abroad  in  the  noonday  of  Jerusalem.  To 
Himself  be  all  the  praise  I 

This  Report  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

Your  servant  in  Jesus, 

EDMimD  Squibb. 
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REV.  MR,  UEBELACKER'S  REPORT. 

In  reviewing  the'  events  of  the  past  year  connected  with  my  mis- 
sionary labor,  the  following  report  has  been  suggested :  — 

I  have  labored  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  among  both  young 
and  old,  wherever  an  opportunity  was  presented, —  I  trust  not  with- 
out some  good  fruits.  A  blessed  work  it  is  to  be  a  Minister  at  Large, 
though  it  is  a  laborious  and  responsible  calling.  To  search  out 
those  who  are  not  reached  by  the  preached  word ;  to  comfort  those 
who  mourn  ;  to  stand  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick  and  dying,  or  to 
perform  the  last  sad  office  that  man  can  for  his  fellow-man ;  to  be  a 
friend  to  the  friendless,  a  help  to  those  in  want,  a  counsellor  to  those 
in  need  of  advice, — such  are  some  of  the  duties  that  fall  to  a  mission- 
ary's lot ;  and,  difficult  as  they  often  may  be  to  perform,  still  he  has 
that  blessed  assurance  of  Jesus,  that,  '^  inasmuch  as  you  have  done 
it  unto  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  you  have  done  it  unto  me." 
How  sweet  the  hour  that  witnesses  a  crime  prevented,  a  sad  heart  ^ 

gladdened,  or  a  sinner  turned  to  Grod  1  But  often  his  object  is  not 
accomplished ;  and  then,  more  than  at  any  other  time,  does  he  ask, 
^  Are  there  no  means  of  preventing  such  evil?"  True,  much  is  done 
by  charitable  institutions,  —  the  poor  are  cared  for,  and  asylums  are 
provided  for  the  faUen,  where  they  may  be  won  back  to  virtue ;  but, 
notwithstanding  all  care,  crime  does  not  decrease,  but  fearfully  in- 
creases. Where  does  the  fault  lie?  Why  does  intemperance 
increase,  though  much  is  done  to  put  it  down  ?  To  this  subject  I 
must  again  refer ;  for  I  find  it  a  root  of  many  evils.  How  deplora- 
ble, that  man,  the  masterpiece  of  creation,  created  in  God's  own 
image,  should  so  degrade  himself  beneath  the  very  beasts  1  Dreary 
scenes,  indeed,  have  I  again  witnessed  in  families  where  intempe- 
rance has  shown  its  blighting  influence,  when  the  father,  who  should  *" 
be  the  protector  of  those  intrusted  to  his  care,  comes  home  in 
beastly  intoxication.  Often  do  I  find  poverty  and  want  where  plenty 
might  be,  would  the  father  only  restrain  his  depraved  appetite,  and 
become  more  provident  Want  and  poverty  and  wretchedness  are 
creeping  in  beside  many  a  cheerful  hearth-stone,  where  all  might  be 
happiness  but  for  the  accursed  demon.  Intemperance  is  continually 
increasing  the  work  to  be  done,  by  multfplying  crime  and  poverty, 
and  preventing  the  influence  of  good  actions';  for  all  attempts  at 
improving  the  moral  and  religious  principles  of  an  intemperate  man 
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are  fruitless.  Every  true  friend  to  humanitj  ought  to  lend  a  helping 
hand  to  prevent  this  great  and  growing  evil,  the  greatest  enemy  to 
progress  in  this  free  and  enlightened  country. 

What  can  he  expected  of  such  parents  in  regard  to  the  training 
of  their  offspring  ?     Surely,  where  tares  have  heen  sown,  one  can- 
not expect  to  reap  wheat.    The  vast  numher  of  destitute  and  de- 
graded children  in  a  large  city  is  alarming.     We  meet  them  in  the 
streets,  exposed  to  every  form  and  degree  of  vice :  their  natural  and 
moral  atmosphere  is  poisoned,  their  young  life  blasted  in  the  bud. 
Many  parents  are  perfectly  unconcerned  where  or  in  what  manner 
their  children's  time  is  spent    They  are  allowed  to  attend  school  or 
not,  as  they  choose ;  and,  when  there,  no  encouraging  inquiries  are 
made  as  to  their  progress,  &c. :  so  that  the  little  interest  they  may 
have  felt  slackens,  and  they  drop  off*,  preferring  the  exciting  and 
vile  amusements  of  street-life  to  the  quiet  of  the  schoolroom.    This 
may  account  for  the  children  one  often  meets  at  play  during  school- 
hours.     On  the  sabbath  also,  notwithstanding  all  efforts  to  the  con- 
trary, there  are  numbers  of  children  who  do  not  attend  sabbath 
schools.     Though  many  are  induced  to  come,  they  remain  only 
while  the  novelty  lasts ;  and,  after  that,  are  again  found  in  their 
accustomed  haunts.     Children  are  permitted  to  run  about  in  the* 
streets  till  a  late  hour  at  night    Objectionable  places  of  amusement 
are  frequented  by  juveniles,  without  adult  persons  accompanying 
them.     So  far  can  parents  forget  their  duties  to  their  children  as  to 
drive  them  from  home  at  an  early  age,  obliging  them  to  provide  for 
their  wants  by  any  possible  means.     Is  it  surprising  that  children 
who  grow  up  under  these  vile  influend^s  should  become  the  pest  of 
society  ?    In  my  visits,  I  have  tried  especially  to  call  the  attention 
of  parents  to  the  welfare  of  their  children,  and  the  duties  they  owe 
them ;  and,  in  many  cases,  have  met  with  the  desired  result.    All  our 
hopes  for  the  future  are  centred  in  the  rising  generation ;  and,  as 
their  characters  are  moulded,  so  will  the  state  of  society  be  a  few 
years  hence.     Any  effort  to  promote  the  cause  of  religion  and 
education  among  the  children  is  a  movement  in  the  right  direction* 
We  ought  to  aim  at  planting  true  Christianity  in  the  hearts  of  the 
children  as  a  living  principle,  which  would  be  their  constant  guide 
through  life ;  as  it  is  only  through  this  means  that  the  present  train 
of  evils  will  be  done  away. 

What  has  been  said  of  the  children,  applies  also,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, to  the  young  men.   Temptations  surround  them  on  every  side ; 
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and,  unless  some  friendly  hand  is  extended  to  guard  them  against  the 
evil  influences  of  depraved  associates,  they  fall  into  the  alluring  net 
spread  for  them,  become  careless  and  unconcerned,  and  are  ruined 
bodily  and  spiritually.  If  opportunities  were  given  them,  where 
the  intellect  might  be  improved  and  morality  inculcated,  so  as  to 
draw  them  away  from  the  vile  haunts  which  so  many  frequent,  many 
a  one  would  be  saved  a  felon's  end.  It  is  true,  there  are  evening 
schools  and  associations ;  but,  still,  much  can  and  ought  to  be  done  to 
assist  them.  Pleasant  intercourse  among  themselves,  in  company 
with  friends  interested  in  their  welfare,  where  the  time  is  spent  in 
entertaining  and  useful  conversation,  reading  of  good  books,  debat- 
ing, &c.,  will  do  much.  Let  them  see  that  a  real  interest  is  taken 
in  them,  and  there  are  but  few  who  will  not  make  use  of  every 
means  extended  to  them  for  improvement  If  a  desire  for  know- 
ledge gain  possession  of  a  young  man's  mind,  he  will  surely  become 
a  useful  member  of  society. 

There  are  many  families  who  live  utterly  oblivious  of  the  duties 
they  owe  to  their  Creator ;  some  of  them  being  avowed  atheists, 
ridiculing  every  thing  sacred,  and  scoffing  at  the  existence  of  a  God. 
These  do  the  most  injury ;  being  held  and  restrained  by  nothing  but 
human  laws,  and  mostly  not  honest  enough  to  afford  their  children 
the  means  of  religious  instruction,  that,  when  arrived  at  years  of 
discretion,  they  may  choose  for  themselves  whom  they  will  serve. 
Others,  again,  are  merely  careless :  and  this  class  requires  the  most 
attention ;  for  by  persevering  efforts,  and  faith  in  God,  they  may  be 
influenced  for  good.  A  seasonable  word  of  advice,  sympathy  in 
afl9iiction,  or  a  helping  hand  ^diciously  extended  to  them,  not  as  a 
cold  charity,  but  with  encouragement  and  heartfelt  sympathy, — these 
are  the  means  one  must  use  to  win  them  to  a  Christian  life. 

How  sincere  is  the  gratitude  of  the  sick,  when  the  missionary 
cheers  them  with  comforting  words  from  the  Bible !  Many  a  bless- 
ing does  he  hear  uttered  by  trembling  lips  upon  those  who  sent  their 
agents  to  be  a  consolation  to  the  forgotten.  It  is  a  pleasure,  too,  to 
see  the  happy  faces,  and  listen  to  the  hearty  welcome,  awaiting  the 
missionary  in  families,  whero  he  has  been  the  means  of  sowing  the 
seeds  of  peace  in  the  midst  of  discord ;  but  most  of  all  is  his  heart 
rejoiced  when  an  erring  fellow -creature  has  been  brought  to  a 
knowledge  of  his  sinfulness,  and  is  led  to  cast  himself  upon  the 
mercies  of  his  heavenly  Father,  or  a  desponding  heart  has  been 
taught  to  look  above  for  aid. 
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During  this  winter,  there  has  been  an  increase  of  cases  requiring 
assistance ;  but  thanks  to  God,  who  has  put  it  into  the  hearts  of 
those  who  were  able  to  give  out  of  their  abundance,  those  wants 
could  be  supplied.  Maj  God  in  his  mercy  soon  provide  work  for 
those  who  have  been  thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  sad  state  of 
political  affairs  I 

During  the  past  year,  I  have  visited  about  three  hundred  fami- 
lies, most  of  whom  I  have  revisited ;  and  have  attended  funerals  in 
the  capacity  of  a  Minister  at  Large.  Sickness  has,  part  of  the  time, 
prevented  me  from  being  as  active  as  I  otherwise  should  have  been ; 
but  I  trust  the  Lord  will  strengthen  me  more,  and  sustain  me  in  the 
labors  of  the  present  year. 

Praying  that  the  Lord  may  bless  the  work  of  the  Fraternity  of 
Churches  in  its  benevolent  designs,  the  above  report  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

A.   UiSBELACKBE. 


REV.  MR.  TORRICELLrS  REPORT. 
To  the  Execative  Committee  of  the  Beneyolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen,  —  It  is  now  a  little  over  ten  months  since  I  began 
my  mission  among  the  Italians  of  this  city  and  vicinity.  To  give 
you  an  exact  and  detailed  account  of  what  has  been  done  is  not  in 
my  power,  as  I  have  no  time  to  write  down  and  keep  record  of  my 
work.  I  have  conscientiously  devoted  to  their  moral  and  temporal 
improvement  every  moment  that  was  not  taken  up  by  other  duties ; 
and  I  do  not  remember  a  single  call,  either  in  my  own  Held  or  in 
that  of  others,  which  was  not  immediately  answered,  if  possible. 

The  obstacles  I  have  met  on  my  way  have  been  many,  and  not 
easily  removed ;  especially  the  utter  indifference,  the  deadly  apathy, 
with  which  every  thing  spiritual  is  regarded  by  the  class  of  people 
committed  to  my  care.  The  slanders  and  intrigues  of  the  malevolent, 
the  prejudices  and  superstitions  of  the  ignorant,  the  corruption  and 
degradation  of  a  large  majority,  —  all  these  things  together  are  not 
so  difficult  to  be  conquered  as  that  only  one.  Even  when  aroused 
by  the  apprehension  of  their  own  danger,  they  fall  back  into  their 
lethargy,  as  soon  as  the  voice  that  shook  them  is  silent. 
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Yet  I  feel  thankful  that  my  labor  amongst  them  has  not  altogether 
been  in  vain.  Mj  presence  is  not  unwelcome  in  most  of  their  houses, 
and  the  suspicion  that  mj  visits  are  intended  to  rob  them  of  their 
religion  no  longer  exists  to  anj  extent.'  The  general  feeling  with 
the  poorest  and  with  the  most  degraded  is  that  I  am  their  friend, 
and  mean  to  do  them  good.  In  their  troubles  and  anxieties,  they 
apply  to  me ;  and,  by  the  nature  of  their  revelations,  I  can  easily 
infer  that  their  confidence  in  me  is  entire.  In  this  respect)  what 
I  have  obtained  is  beyond  my  expectation. 

As  the  result  of  the  influence  acquired  over  many  of  them,  I  will 
mention  a  few  facts.  Several  parents,  who  were  strongly  prejudiced 
against  our  common  and  evening  schools,  were  prevailed  upon  to 
send  their  children ;  and  thus  from  thirty  to  forty  boys  and  girls 
were  taken  from  the  streets,  and  are  now  under  a  better  influence. 
In  some  instances,  I  took  them  to  school  myself,  and  helped  their 
friends  to  clothe  them,  or  make  up  for  the  little  they  used  to 
bring  home  by  peddling  and  begging.  About  fifty  persons,  mostly 
men,  were  persuaded  to  abandon  their  occupation  as  beggars  or 
organ-grinders ;  and,  for  nineteen  of  them,  a  better,  if  not  more 
profitable  employment  was  provided.  A  small  number  left  the 
streets  where  they  usually  live,  and  took  their  lodgings  in  more 
respectable  quarters.  Had  I  means  to  help  them  a  little,  paying 
their  rent,  many  more  would  do  as  much. 

A  few  copies  of  the  Scriptures  were  given  to  such  as  desired 
them,  and  several  volumes  on  different  matters  are  circulated 
among  those  who  know  how  to  read ;  but,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
very  few  can  read  our  language  well  enough  to  enjoy,  and  profit 
by  £nglish  reading,  this  means  of  instruction  cannot  be  extended, 
and  rendered  more  useful.  Italian  works  which  they  would  read 
with  advantage  are  not  many  at  my  disposal.  The  few  I  own  are 
accessible  to  any  one  that  can  use  them :  when  my  means  will  per- 
mit, their  number  will  be  increased. 

The  experiment  was  also  made  of  a  Meeting  on  Sundays.  The 
number  present  has  been  always  between  half  a  dozen  and  over  one 
hundred.  But  it  has  not  proved  of  any  great  benefit  and  help  so 
far,  owing  to  several  causes  that  keep  most  of  them  from  attending. 
Visiting,  and  private  conversations,  in  all  cases  seem  to  be  th6  most 
snccessftil ;  though  an  occasional  gathering  and  lecture  is  of  great 
importance.  Some  new  effort  will  be  made  in  this  direction,  if  a 
suitable  place  for  meeting  should  be  found.     Nothing  like  trying. 
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The  necessities  of  the  poor  were  inquired  into^  and  provided  for 
according  to  the  means  placed  at  mj  disposal ;  and,  through  the 
kindness  of  some  friends,  several  families  received  substantial  aid 
that  enabled  them  to  go  back  to  their  country,  afler  it  had  been 
found  the  only  possible  waj  of  benefiting  them.  Twenty-seven 
individuals  —  men,  women,  and  children  —  lefl  for  Italy  during  last 
summer  and  fall. 

On  the  whole,  the  good  done  to  the  Italians  through  this  mission 
has  been  more  material  and  temporal  than  moral  and  spiritual; 
not  because  the  moral  and  spiritual  is  not  wanted  and  possible,  but 
because  they  are  not  prepared.  With  most  of  them,  the  work  must 
begin  by  making  them  understand  that  they  are  not  like  brutes. 
Once  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  dignity  as  human  beings,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  our  efforts  to  make  them  better  and  happier  would 
prove  successful. 

Yours  in  the  love  of  God  and  the  charity  of  the  gospel, 

J.    B.    TORRICELLI. 
BosTOK,  Feb.  28, 1861. 


MISS  MERRILL'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Execntiye  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fratemitj  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen,  —  The  past  year  has  afforded  at  least  three  modes 
of  accomplishing  the  object  of  my  mission ;  namely,  the  Infant 
School,  calls,  and  meetings. 

As  to  the  Infant  School,  two  sessions  are  held  on  each  Sunday. 
There  are  nine  classes,  —  four  for  boys,  five  for  girls.  The  text- 
book used  in  this  room  is  one  prepared  especially  for  this  school,  on 
the  "•  Life  of  Jesus."  It  is  somewhat  doubtful  whether  these  little 
ones  could,  in  a  review,  answer  all  the  qpestions  put  to  them  con- 
cerning the  facts  and  teachings  of  Jesus ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the 
simple  truths  inculcated  are  finding  a  lodgment  in  their  minds,  and 
the  spirit  of  his  life  is  influencing  them  for  good. 

This  scbopl,  as  well  as  the  one  in  the  larger  room,  requires  much 
labor  through  the  week.  In  order  to  have  the  pupils  regular  in 
their  attendance,  much  visiting  is  necessarily  done;  and,  through 
this  means,  not  only  are  the  pupils  cared  for,  but  other  members  of 
the  family  often  become  interested  in,  and  are  drawn  to,  the  Chapel. 
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Visiting.  —  This  is  the  main  field  of  my  labors.  I  have  some 
fifly  families  I  constantly  visit.  I  see  them  in  their  homes,  sur- 
rounded by  cares ;  and  am  ready  to  sympathize  with  them  in  their 
joy  and  sorrow ;  and,  as  a  friend,  would  give  them,  from  the  truths 
of  Jesus,  such  counsel,  encouragement,  and  cheer  as  can  lift  the 
burden  off  the  daily  routine  of  life,  and  lead  them  to  find  a  bright 
spot  everywhere,  because  a  Father's  hand  is  scattering  blessings  all 
around,  and  overruling  all  for  good  to  them  that  love  him.  I  would 
aid,  too,  in  diffusing  abroad  a  Christian  spirit;  and  would  interest  all 
in  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  —  lead  them  to  leave  sin,  and  follow 
all  that  makes  one  noble,  pure,  and  good.  Many  of  the  sick,  and 
others  needing  special  calls,  are  cared  for  and  visited  by  me. 

I  hold,  eveiy  other  week,  a  social  religious  meeting  for  the 
benefit  of  some  twelve  families  who  live  at  a  distance  from  the 
Chapel,  and  are  unable  to  attend  as  many  meetings  as  they  might 
desire.  This  Neighborhood  Meeting  is  exerting  a  good  influence, 
I  think. 

I  attend  several  other  meetings,  —  the  weekly  Rehearsal,  a 
Singing  Class,  the  weekly  Teachers'  Meeting,  and  a  devotional 
meeting. 

Many  things  I  should  class  under  the  head  of  "  Generalities"  take 
up  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention,  the  details  of  which  it  is 
unnecessary  to  mention. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

F.  S.  Merrill. 

Fed.  25, 1861. 


MRS.   BARRY'S    REPORT. 

To  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  BenevoleDt  Fraternity  of  Gh  arches. 

In  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report,  I  would  acknowledge 
the  kind  hand  which  has  led  me  and  strengthened  me,  and  cheered 
my  heart  with  a  still  stronger  faith  in  the  work  I  so  much  lave. 
The  past  year  has  been  one  of  encouragement  and  much  interest. 
With  a  faith  that  no  effort  can  be  lost,  and  no  sinister  motive  in  my 
own  heart,  I  have  labored  on  with  one  steady  purpose, — to  bless  and 
elevate  humanity.  Pardon  me  for  a  moment  while  I  speak  of  some 
of  the  most  pleasant  features  in  this  ministry.     First,  its  liberality. 
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Its  mission  is,  everywhere,  not  to  preach  doctrine  or  build  up 
sects ;  but  to  teach  men  how  to  live,  and  fit  them  to  die ;  to  establish 
true  virtue  in  every  heart,  not  bigotry  or  human  creeds,  which  those 
who  teach  cannot  understand  themselves :  no,  not  this,  but  Jesus, 
the  cross,  and  the  crown.  Yes,  this  is  our  ministry ;  and,  if  fully 
understood,  will  convert  the  world  and  save  it  from  blindness,  and 
cause  it  to  bloom  and  rejoice  again.  It  was  this  correct  view  of 
Christianity  that  moved  the  hearts  of  those  faithful  ones  who  first 
established  the  Ministry  at  Large.  And  were  those  efforts  all  lost  ? 
No :  though  dead,  yet  their  works  and  faith  still  live  to  cheer  those 
who  still  labor ;  and,  though  some  among  us  may  lose  their  faith 
in  a  frte  gospel,  may  we  ever  rejoice,  and  never  lose  our  faith  until 
it  "shall  be  swallowed  up  in  sight !  But  you  ask  for  my  report. 
'^What  of  the  past  year?"  I  answer.  The  Sabbath  School  has  been 
built  up;  the  orphans  have  found  a  home;  the  feeble  have  been 
encouraged  to  return  to  virtue ;  some,  upon  the  very  brink  of  ruin, 
have  been  led  back  to  God.  We  go  with  word  and  song  to  the  bed- 
side of  the  sick  and  dying ;  we  whisper  of  a  blessed  immortality 
beyond  this  life ;  we  teach  the  young  to  seek  first  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven,  and  all  things  shall  be  added ;  we  persuade  men  and  wo- 
men to  be  true  and  noble  and  Christian,  —  this  we  do,  and  many 
things  tod  numerous  to  mention.  Work  we  do,  which  God  alone  can 
see  and  estimate ;  and  who  among  us  have  so  little  faith  as  to  be- 
lieve that  this  work  will  not  be  blessed  of  God  ?  Is  it  not  the  same 
work  that  the  Master  enjoined,  when  he  lefl  to  go  to  his  Pather, 
and  said  he  would  be  with  us  even  to  the  end  ?  You  will  pardon 
me,  gentlemen :  it  is  a  most  difficult  and  unpleasant  task  to  speak  of 
myself  and  what  I  have  done  ;  but  it  is  due  to  you.  1. 1  visit  from 
house  to  house  every  day ;  leaving  my  home  at  half-past  eight  in  the 
morning,  and  spending  from  one  to  three  o'clock  in  the  mission-room 
you  have  kindly  fitted  up  for  me,  and  which  I  could  not  do  without, 
—  meeting  there  the  poor,  the  orphan,  the  unfortunate,  the  stranger. 
And  here  let  me  say,  that  I  hope  to  establish  in  my  room  a  home, 
through  the  day,  for  poor  work-women's  children.  2.  I  visit  among 
the  sick.  8.  Hold  meetings,  —  two  every  week.  4.  I  have  a  Sew- 
ing School  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  scholars.  For  this  we  are 
indebted  to  our  good  neighbor  Mr.  Hepworth,  who  gives  us  his 
beautiful  vestry-room.  5. 1  hold  Infant  Class.  I  never  can  express 
all  I  feel.  In  that,  many  of  my  hopes  centre ;  not  so  much  on 
account  of  my  teachings  on  the  sabbath  as  for  my  visits  from  day  to 
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day.  This  class  numbers  between  sixty  and  seventy.  We  have 
also  a  Sewing  Circle  in  our  vestry,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  in  the 
neighborhood.  The  kind  ladies  who  have  come  in  have  cut  up  over 
four  hundred  yards  of  cloth,  made  up  a  hundred  garments,  and 
given  to  the  poor  and  less  favored.  This  l^as  been  one  of  my  helps. 
I  have  given  out  over  four  hundred  garments,  have  fitted  up  seventy- 
five  bonnets,  have  given  out  forty  pair  of  shoes,  and  have  provided 
homes  for  fifty  adults  and  children.  There  are  many  things  which 
I  might  speak  of,  which  have  been  encouraging  in  my  labors ;  but  I 
forbear.  Should  tl^is  ministry  fail,  and  those  who  have  once  been 
interested  lose  their  faith,  still  it  is  God's  work ;  and  many  souls 
have  been  gathered  through  its  instrumentality  into  the  fold.  Let 
me  close  this  imperfect  sketch  with  this  simple  verse,  expressive  of 
my  faith :  — 

"  Toiling,  rejoicing,  sorrowing, 
Each  day  shall  find  some  task  began, 
Each  evening  see  its  close : 
Something  accomplished, 
Something  done, 
Shall  win  a  night's  repose.*' 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  D?  Barrt. 


No.  12,  Wtuah  Strest,  Rozbury. 


The  Executive  Committee  have  heard  some  compllaints 
of  want  of  information  as  to  the  doings  of  the  Ministry 
at  Large ;  and  they  would  earnestly  invite  the  attention  of 
all  contributors  and  inquirers  to  the  above  Reports. 

For  the  Committee. 

RUFUS   ELLIS,  Secretary. 


\ 
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.     NOTE. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Fraternity  la  on  the  first  Sanday  of  March.  The  eontribntlons 
of  the  Branches  should  be  paid  before  the  first  day  of  March,  when  the  financial  year  begins. 

The  Meeting  fbr  Organlxatton  is  on  the  fbnrth  Sanday  of  March. 

The  other  regnlar  meetings  are  on  the  first  Sunday  of  June,  the  second  Sanday  of  Ootober, 
and  the  second  Sanday  of  December. 

The  Delegates  are  diTlded  into  Monthly  Oommittees.  Each  Oommitlee,  daring  its  monttt^ 
Tisite  the  Oh&pels  and  Sanday  Schools  In  Pitts  Street,  Canton  Street,  HanoTer  Street,  and 
Washington  Tillage.  They  can,  if  they  see  fit,  also  attend  the  week-day  serrioes  of  the 
Ministers. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  Delegates  shoald  inform  the  Branches  of  the  working  of  the 
Ministry  at  Large. 
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REPORT. 


It  will  be  remembered,  that,  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  the 
Committee  announced  the  resignation,  by  the  Rev.  EDiruin) 
Squibb,  of  his  charge  at  Washington  Village.  Immediately 
upon  his  withdrawal,  the  Rev.  Alhanza  S.  Ryder,  who  had 
labored  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel  at  Hubbardston,  Mass., 
was  appointed  —  first  for  the  time,  and  afterwards  more  per- 
manently—  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  important  sta- 
tion. Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1861,  Rev.  S.  B.  Crupt 
resigned  his  ministry  in  the  southern  section  of  the  city, 
after  a  faithful  service  of  sixteen  years.  The  Committee 
desire  to  record  their  high  estimate  of  his  zeal,  fidelity, 
and  ministerial  gifts,  and  their  hope  that  the  Church  may 
secure  in  some  other  field  of  duty  this  earnest  and  compe- 
tent preacher  of  the  Word,  and  a  devoted  pastor  of  the 
flock  of  Christ.  Rev.  J.  B.  Torricelli  has  been  appointed, 
thus  far  only  for  a  term  of  months,  to  the  charge  of  our 
South  Mission.  During  the  year,  the  Committee  have  been 
solicited  by  one  and  another  of  the  feebler  churches  of  the 
city  to  make  such  use  as  might  be  possible  and  convenient 
of  their  houses  of  worship  for  the  purposes  of  this  Ministry. 
In  one  of  these  instances,  the  application  to  us  was  with- 
drawn, after  we  had  been  at  much  pains  to  learn,  and  assent 
to,  the  wishes  of  the  party  that  brought  forward  the  re- 
quest. In  the  other  case,  the  offer,  though  exceedingly 
liberal  and  made  in  the  kindest  spirit,  could  not  have  been 
accepted  without  a  very  large  addition  to  our  means.  The 
Committee  have  granted  a  request  for  pecuniary  aid  from 
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the  Christian  Unity,  a  mission  proposing  substantially  what 
we  propose :  and  it  is  understood  that  the  Hedding  Chapel, 
at  the  corner  of  Williams  Street  and  Shawmut  Avenue, 
now  occupied  by  this  Mission,  the  larger  part  of  the  rent 
of  which  will  be  met  out  of  our  treasury,  will  be  visited  by 
our  delegates ;  and  that  we  shall  have  a  voice  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  minister,  in  case  the  present  incumbent 
should  resign.  We  have  thus  virtually  entered  upon  an 
additional  field  at  the  South  End,  where  a  large  harvest 
awaits  the  reaper.  Notwithstanding  the  deficiency  of  our 
resources  for  the  work  which  we  have  undertaken,  and 
which  has  been  gradually  increasing  upon  our  hands  from 
year  to  year,  we  have  abandoned  no  mission  except  that  to 
the  Italians ;  and  not  that  until  it  had  ceased  to  yield  much 
return,  and  the  labors  of  Mr.  Torricelli  were  needed  else- 
where. We  have  made  a  reduction  in  the  two  larger 
salaries,  but  beyond  this  have  not  felt  at  liberty  to  go, 
either  in  withdrawing  laborers  or  in  diminishing  stipends, 
already  so  scanty.  The  Board  must  understand  that  we 
are  gradually  consuming  our  substance,  at  least  that  portion 
of  it  which  we  have  not  by  our  own  act  put  beyond  our 
reach,  save  as  a  source  of  income.  We  should  be  glad  to 
know  that  this  will  not  longer  be  necessary ;  but  the  work 
is  too  important  that  we  should  contract  our  operations 
until  such  contraction  should  seem  to  be  imperatively  de- 
manded. The  Fraternity  have  been  favored  during  the 
past  year  with  a  bequest  of  a  thousand  dollars  from  the  late 
Moses  Grant,  whose  name  has  been  long  and  honorably 
connected  with  so  many  of  the  best  charities  of  our  city, 
and  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  efficient  friends 
and  helpers  of  this  good  work. 

Subjoined  are  Reports  from  Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow,  and  Rev. 
Messrs.  Winkley,  Gerry,  Ryder,  Torricelli,  and  Uebelacker, 
and  from  Mrs.  E.  D.  Barry  and  Miss  F.  S.  Merrill. 


DR.   BIGELOW'S   REPORT. 


REV.  DR.  BIGELOWS  REPORT. 


To  the  Exeoative  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  x>f  Chnrohea. 

Gentlemen  :  .  .  .  Mj  emplojments  during  the  past  year  have 
been  similar  to  those  heretofore  recorded,  with  no  curtailment  in 
measure  or  variety.  The  labor  has  been  enhanced  by  the  increased 
demands  on  my  personal  offices  in  the  way  of  charitable  calls  and 
visitations,  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  and  trying  exigencies  of  the 
times.  It  has  been  made  indispensable ;  the  number  of  household 
visits  having,  accordingly,  been  largely  extended,  —  exceeding  (to- 
gether with  various  minor  calls  to,  or  in  behalf  of,  our  suffering 
poor)  the  returns  of  the  previous  year  by  nearly  seven  hundred  — - 
the  total  not  falling  short  of  thirty-one  hundred  for  the  past  twelve- 
month. My  book  and  tract  distributions,  collectively,  have  also 
been  greater.  Of  the  latter,  including  every  variety  of  matter, 
upwards  of  five  thousand  copies  have  been  gratuitously  dispensed  ; 
and  of  the  former,  —  books  of  a  popular  and  useful  character,  — 
from  two  to  three  hundred  bound  volumes.  The  scriptures  have  not 
been  forgotten.  Sixty-seven  copies  of  the  bible  entire  have  been 
placed  in  hands  where  the  treasure  was  needed,  and  I  had  reason  to 
believe  would  be  gratefully  prized ;  and  one  hundred  and  ten  testa- 
ments have,  during  the  year,  been  distributed  in  other  quarters.  In 
my  missionaiy  walks,  I  have  labored  from  house  to  house ;  have 
preached  and  prayed  as  occasions  have  offered,  and  conditions  re- 
quired ;  have  ministered  to  every  form  of  sickness  and  suffering,  of 
physical  and  spiritual  need,  in  the  dwellings  of  the  sorrowing,  the 
homes  of  the  bereaved,  the  poor  bleak  shelters  of  poverty  and  desti- 
tution :  —  nor  these  alone,  but  in  the  more  wretched  abodes  of 
drunken  degradation,  in  the  haunts  of  vice  and  shame  and  wicked- 
ness, where  duty  has  called  in  the  hope  or  attempt  at  rescue  and 
reclamation. 

My  services  have  been  lent  to  my  brethren  in  their  chapels 
whenever  required,  —  a  tax  not  frequently  imposed,  but  always 
cheerfully  rendered  when  solicited.  Daily  attendance  has  been 
given  to  the  Central  Office ;  a  half-hour  or  more  being  allotted,  as 
might  best  be  spared  from  out-door  engagements.     Preaching  has 
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been  supplied  by  me  on  sundajs  or  week-days  during  four  months  of 
the  year  in  the  Home  of  Aged  Indigent  Females;  and  the  usual  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  its  interests,  and  the  numerous  and  yenerable 
class  of  objects  sheltered  within  the  walls  of  that  noble,  humane 
institution,  not  incompatible  with  other  duties,  but  made  and  felt 
to  harmonize  with  the  general  scope  and  purposes  of  my  mission. 
A  kindred  institution  —  that  for  impoverished  respectable  Aged 
Men,  alluded  to  in  my  last  Report,  since  opened  under  encouraging 
auspices — has  shared  my  concern,  and  so  much  of  time  and  service 
given  in  aid  of  its  success  as  might  be  rendered  consistently  with 
the  limitations  intimated  in  connection  with  my  notice  of  the  former. 
This  establishment  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  zealous,  able,  and 
working  board ;  by  whose  management,  with  the  continued  smiles 
of  Providence,  it  cannot  fail  to  advance  and  prosper.  The  public 
is  to  be  congratulated  in  having  thus  added  to  the  roll  of  its  phi- 
lanthropic institutions  another  of  such  character,  not  only  eminently 
needed,  but  unique,  it  is  believed,  in  its  kind,  of  all  others  in  the 
leading  cities  of  our  land. 

A  bible  class  of  adults  has  been  kept  under  instruction ;  which, 
in  addition  to  its  direct  advantages,  has  proved  a  little  nursery  of 
teachers  for  pupils  of  other  ages.  My  Evening  School,  re-opened 
in  the  first  week  of  November,  brought  with  it  its  ordinary  cares, 
not  without  fresh  occasions  for  solicitude.  It  has  had  to  encounter 
an  unlooked-for  rivalry  in  its  neighborhood.  .  .  .  The  result  has 
been  better  than  my  fears,  far  surpassing  the  expectations  enter- 
tained at  the  outset  of  the  success  of  the  school,  in  the  points  com- 
bined of  efficieqcy  and  numbers.  Of  the  several  hundreds  of  ita 
former  scholars  anxiously  awaiting  the  stated  period  of  its  opening, 
a  large  portion  returned.  In  place  of  others  that  left  us,  new 
faces  presented  themselves ;  and  the  total  of  names  booked  to  this 
date  has  been  590,  —  viz.,  214  in  the  Girls'  department,  and  376 
in  the  Young  men's  and  boys'.  The  number  exceeds  by  forty-one 
that  of  the  former  year  (549),  and  is  larger  than  for  several  previous 
seasons.  .  .  .  Charles  I.  Adams,  Esq.,  favorably  reported  heretofore, 
was  invited  to  resume  the  superintendence  of  the  male  branch  of 
the  school ;  which  he  undertook,  and  wrought  with  his  wonted  zeal 
and  fidelity  for  the  space  of  fourteen  weeks.  Ill  health  compelling 
him  to  withdraw,  Mr.  Samuel  Condon,  identified  with  the  interests  of 
the  school  as  instructor  and  helper  from  its  commencement  (now  thir- 
teen years  ago),  was  asked  to  succeed.    Under  his  judicious  man- 
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agement,  it  has  continued  to  floarish.*  —  The  female  department  has 
been  again  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Abby  A.  Reed  till  a  short  time 
since ;  when,  a  providential  event  necessitating  her  absence,  Miss 
Abbj  Davis,  long  a  valued  and  efficient  assistant  in  the  school, 
was  selected  temporarily  to  supply  her  place.  Miss  Eeed's  services 
have  been  rendered  with  great  acceptance  and  marked  success.  .  .  . 
Our  teachers,  permanent  and  occasional  throughout  the  term,  have 
numbered  forty-five, — a  list  quite  insufficient  for  our  needs,  particu- 
larly in  the  staff  connected  with  the  boys'  division ;  the  burden  of 
instruction  having  chiefly  fallen  on  somewhat  less  than  two-thirds 
of  the  whole  body.  It  has  been  a  severe  tax  on  the  benevolence  of 
these  earnest  and  steadfast  co-workers,  and  a  proportionate  meed 
of  praise  and  gratitude  is  eminently  their  due.  .  .  .  Mr.  Weld,  our 
never-failing  friend  and  coadjutor,  has  helped  us  by  his  counsel,  his 
visits  and  good  offices;  nor  should  I  omit  mention  in  the  list  of 
favors  gratefully  estimated,  the  obliging  kindness  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Gaffield  by  the  instruction  and  amusement  which  he  affi)rded  the 
school  in  lecturing  to  the  two  departments  during  the  month  of 
Junuary.f 
.  .  .  From  a  general  review,  it  will  be  seen  that  my  Report  is  a 


*  Whilst  this  sheet  is  in  the  press,  the  sad  intelligence  has  reached  us  of  Mr. 
Adams*s  death.  It  occurred  on  the  8th  of  March  at  West  Boxford,  his  native 
place ;  whither  he  had  gone  a  short  time  previoasly,  in  the  hope  of  renovating  his 
health  by  a  brief  respite  from  business.  Until  within  a  week  of  his  leaving  the 
city  he  appeared  in  usual  vigor,  with  a  prospect  of  many  useful  and  honorable 
years  in  store. 

Mr.  Adams  was  a  member  of  the  Suffolk  Bar, — a  gentleman  of  excellent  cha- 
racter, good  attainments,  industrious  and  conscientious,  modest  and  unassuming  in 
his  address,  highly  esteemed  by  friends  and  acquaintance.  He  joined  our  school 
as  n  volunteer  teacher  in  the  winter  of  1868,  took  charge  of  a  young  men*s  class, 
and  the  year  following,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Weld,  was  invited  to  assume  the 
general  superintendence  of  the  Male  Department.  How  faithfully  he  acquitted 
himself  has  been  shown  in  former  Beports.  His  services  will  be  held  in  afiection- 
ate  and  grateful  remembrance.  —  Mr.  Adams  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-eight 
years  and  three  months. 

t  In  addition  to  the  usual  mixture  of  nationalities  among  our  scholars,  China  has 
lent  a  subject  this  season,  —  a  bright,  intelligent  youth  from  the  '*  Flowery  Land,"  — 
ambitions  to  learn,  docile  and  diligent;  and  who  has  been  taught  to  read,  speak,  and 
write  our  language  with  a  proficiency  quite  remarkable. 

Under  the  classification  of  "  Trades  and  Occupations,"  we  have  received  on  our 
list  upwards  of  fifty  Newsboys  ;  thus  anticipating  in  a  measure,  along  with  the 
ftpecial  morning  school  in  Chauncy-street  vestry,  the  benevolent  movement  lately 
inaugurated  on  a  broader  scale  to  meet  the  wants  of  that  interesting  tribe  of  rovers, 
our  little  street  Arabs. 
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reflex,  in  the  main,  or  counterpart,  of  that  of  the  former  jear.  It 
is  necessarily  so.  Simihir  duties  oblige  a  similaritj  in  the  recitals. 
But,  if  mj  occupations  have  little  varied,  there  has  been  diver- 
sity in  the  details ;  and,  though  the  general  outline  be  much  the 
same,  not  so  the  amount  of  labor  performed.  New  demands  have 
been  met  by  new  exertions.  My  visiting  list  has  been  enlarged,  and 
calls  have  increased  in  number  and  frequency,  —  calls  of  sympathy 
and  counsel,  calls  of  charity  and  succor, — besides  visits  more  specific 
for  religious  offices.  Readier  access  has  been  found  to  the  homes 
of  the  unchurched  portion  (alas,  so  numerous)  of  our  native  work- 
ing population,  where  a  missionary's  presence  is  not  often  sought, 
nor  at  all  times  welcomed.  Common  interests  and  solicitudes, 
common  suffering  in  different  measures  under  the  great  national 
calamity  which  has  overwhelmed  us,  have  produced  closer  fellow- 
ships, more  of  harmony  in  our  social  relations,  a  deeper  sense  of 
inter-dependence,  and  firmer  tightening  of  the  links  which  bind  us 
together  in  a  general  whole.  As  a  consequence,  if  of  minor,  yet 
cheering  significance,  a  heartier  welcome  has  been  given  to  tracts,  ^ 

not  only  in  protestant,  but  catholic  families.  There  has  been 
less  of  the  squeamish ness  —  less,  still  more,  of  the  suspicion  and  dis- 
trust —  not  unfrequently  felt,  and  sometimes  unmistakably  evinced, 
by  the  latter  with  respect  to  them ;  and,  in  many  cases,  they  have 
been  craved  with  eagerness.  Due  discrimination,  it  is  true,  has  been 
used  in  the  distributions.  Tracts  of  a  proselyting  tenor,  other  than 
indirectly  so,  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  withheld.  These  little 
vehicles  of  instruction,  produced  in  great  variety,  have  been  gene- 
rally of  a  more  popular  cast  of  late, — more  akin  to  the  thoughts  and 
feelings  uppermost  in  men's  bosoms,  at  least  in  their  shapings,  than 
in  ordinary  times.  The  juncture  has  called  for  them ;  and  this  has 
helped  the  attractiveness  and  circulation.  But  influences  of  another 
sort  (those  in  part  already  intimated)  have  combined  in  working  the 
change  remarked ;  namely,  a  more  liberalized  and  tolerant  spirit  in 
the  common  mind,  perceptible  alike  in  mutual  intercourse,  and  the 

weakened  barriers  of  sectarian  prejudice  and  jealousies.* 

Behind  every  cloud,  it  has  been  said,  there  is  a  silver  lining. 


*  Of  the  tracts  distribnted,  two  thousand  were  dispersed  among  the  military,  » 

including  five  hundred  religious  almanacs  of  the  American  Tract  Society^s  issue  \ 

for  1861,  obligingly  placed  at  my  disposal  by  Mr.  K  Broughton,  jun.,  the  agent, —  i 
a  gift  gratefully  appreciated,  and  popular  with  all  classes. 
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We  may  not  see  it ;  but  the  stand-point  is  only  to  be  changed,  or 
the  rift  to  break,  and  it  is  sure  to  be  reflected.  So,  in  this  darkest 
phase  of  our  country's  fortunes,  how  much  of  light  has  opened  up  — 
how  much  of  good  been  evoked,  how  many  gains  have  been  min- 
gled with  our  losses,  what  encouraging  signs  flung  out,  shedding  com- 
fort on  the  present,  and  hope  and  confidence  on  the  future !  In  the 
point  of  brotherhood,  how  much  has  been  won,  and  beautifully  illus- 
trated !  The  living  vitality,  the  depth  and  fervor,  of  the  sentiment 
of  patriotism  cherished  among  us,  have  received  new  and  refresh- 
ing exemplifications.  Its  extent  and  diffusiveness  had  not  otherwise 
been  known.  It  has  been  common  to  speak  of  our  adopted  fellow- 
citizens —  I  confess  myself  to  the  weakness — as  rather  in  us  than 
of  us;  to  account  them  an  alien,  not  to  say,  a  downright  hostile 
class.  But  how  nobly  have  they  joined  heart  and  hand  with  our 
native  sons  in  battling  the  intestine,  parricidal  foes  of  our  national 
liberties,  the  traitors  and  arch-plotters,  the  destructives  and  leaders 
in  the  foul,  wicked  conspiracy  (alas,  hatched  from  among  ourselves) 
against  our  Country's  peace  and  order,  its  constitutional  Union  and 
Independence,  and  all  that  till  lately  made  her  the  envied  and  ex- 
alted amid  the  commanding  powers  of  the  earth !  They,  our  adopted 
brethren,  in  striking  so  bravely  for  the  cause  of  Right,  have  taught 
me  a  new  lesson,  —  a  new  reading,  at  least,  to  an  old  one,  —  ^  not  to 
call  any  man  common  or  unclean,"  unless  it  be  some  one  nearer 
home,  ^  to  the  manor  bom,"  from  whom  better  things  were  expected. 
They  have  had  my  awakened  confidence,  and  their  families  my 
sympathies  and  aid,  so  far  as  practicable,  under  the  severe  trials 
and  privations,  the  struggles  and  hardships,  experienced  by  many 
of  them  in  common  with  other  sufferers  from  the  stern  pressure  of 
the  times.  The  bounty  of  the  State,  and  the  outpouring  liberality 
of  a  grateful  community,  have  provided  for  the  households  of  our 
soldiers.  But  others  there  are,  who  have  had  no  child  to  offer  in 
sacrifice,  no  son  or  brother,  husband  or  father,  to  send  to  the  embat- 
tled field.  And  theirs  has  been  no  dole  from  the  soldier's  fund,  no 
claim  on  the  remittances  of  his  hard-earned  pay ;  and,  besides  the 
drying-up  of  other  sources  of  relief  by  a  suspension  of  various 
wonted  employments,  they  (I  speak  of  women  more  especially)  have 
too  indiscriminately  been  denied  a  share  in  the  needle  and  other 
handiwork  furnished  by  our  benevolent,  patriotic  unions  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  defenders  in  our  country's  service. 

The  deprivations  I  refer  to  have  not  been  confined  to  them. 
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They  have  extended  farther,  embracing,  perhaps,  a  larger  class  of  our 
native  families,  ^— our  worthy  country  women  in  particular,  —  entail- 
ing sore  suffering,  which  I  have  been  called  painfully  to  witness, 
unknown  and  unsuspected  by  the  public  in  general ;  shedding  gloom 
into  many  an  aching  bosom,  and  fear,  pining,  and  despondency  at 
the  domestic  hearthstone.  But  there  has  been  little  of  murmuring; 
much  of  a  spirit  of  patient  self-sacrifice ;  and  examples  have  not 
been  wanting  of  even  heroic  endurances  amidst  the  hard  rigors  of 
their  lot.  It  is  both  pleasing  and  noteworthy  to  add,  that  there  has 
been  less  of  alms-seeking,  less  of  sheer  mendicancy  in  other  quarters 
where  it  was  to  be  looked  for,  than  commonly  witnessed  from  year  to 
year.  The  season  has  been  providentially  mild ;  and  He  *^  who 
tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb"  has  mercifully  interposed  to 
ameliorate  the  severities  which  threatened^  and  which  were  appre- 
hended to  ensue  with,  the  advent  of  winter.  •  ^  .  On  the  whole,  in 
looking  back  on  the  year,  I  have  experienced  md9^  of  comfort  and 
satisfaction  in  ministering  to  the  poor  than  usuallyt^perienced  in 
the  anxious  service.    My  visits,  if  barren  of  other  ase^have  been  \ 

greeted  as  tokens  of  sure  sympathy ;  and  here,  where  nijyprovince 
was,  I  have  steadily  remained,  —  having  been  absent  no  onlL  °^g^^ 
from  the  city  during  the  last  twelvemonth,  keeping  my  post  to  iP®^^ 
along  with  the  usual  daily,  such  extra  providential  calls  as  miC^^ 
arise  claiming  my  missionary  offices.  Oflen  have  I  been  weary  f^ 
the  work,  never  weary  of  it.  Whilst  other  eyes,  naturally  enough] 
were  straining  afar,  others  cares  and  concern,  haply  with  an  en-^ 
grossing  interest,  turned  to  follow  our  gallant  soldiery  (worthy, 
indeed,  of  utmost  consideration  and  honor)  in  their  march  to  the 
camp  or  field, — the  poor,  the  suffering  poor,  of  Boston,  remaining  \^ 
behind,  were  still  to  be  pitied  by  some,  to  be  visited  in  their  sad 
dwellings ;  these  oflen  found  less  enviable  than  the  soldier's  hut^  but 
shelters  pervious  to  the  rude  elements,  scenes  of  want,  of  heartaches 
and  wretchedness,  hiding  their  own  griefs,  no  strangers  to  ^  afflio* 
tion,"  whilst  the  '*  curtains  of  the  land  "  were  ^  trembling."  There 
where  duty  has  summoned,  in  obedience  to  the  Master's  call,  *<  be- 
ginning at  Jerusalem,"  has  been  the  humble  sphere  of  my  labors, 
continued  and  cheered  by  the  Master's  voice ;  ^  Even  so,  it  is  the 
will  of  your  Father,  that  not  one  of  the  least  of  these  should 
perish." 

.  .  .  Our  Poor's  Purse  has  been  but  slenderly  supplied,  although 
our  needs  were  never  gp*eater.    The  total  receipts  on  general  ac- 
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count  have  been  diminished  a  full  third  in  comparison  with  the  foot- 
ing of  the  former  year.  Thej  have  been  chieflj  furnished  by  the 
thoughtful  liberality  of  a  few  generous  individuals.  One  lady  has 
bestowed  two  hundred  dollars,  —  half  of  it  for  the  purchase  of  goods 
at  the  Needlewoman's  Friend  Society.  Another  benefactor  has 
added  one  hundred  dollars.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  our 
yearly  account :-» 

1861. 

March  1.    Balance  on  hand ^22.61 

June  10.    B^ceived  from  Joseph  H.  Allen,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  semi- 
annual income  on  the  Lienow  Fund   116.60 

Not.   25.    Beoeived  from  the  same  do.    •    .    •      103.10 

1862. 
Feb.    26.    Amount  of  general  voluntary  donations  in  aid  of  the 

Poor's  Fund  of  the  Ministry  at  Large 820.00 

(1,062.31 

1862.  

>                      Feb.    26.    Paid  total  of  office  expenses  ($231.63)  and  charitable 
^  appropriations  ($846.77)  to  date $1,078.40 


I 

1 


t»      II 


Balance  (less)  to  debit  account $16.09 


Superadded  to  the  above,  we  have  been  favored  as  heretofore  by 
sundry  generous  remittances  from  the  ladies  of  the  Tuckerman 
Circle,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $624.40.  A  lady,  whose  name 
with  grateful  honor  has  been  often  presented  in  our  Reports,  has 
made  us  the  recipients  of  fifly  dollars  in  goods  for  our  poor,  by  an 
order  on  the  society  already  mentioned.  To  Francis  E.  Faxon,  Esq., 
we  have  been  indebted  for  his  yearly  remembrancer  of  a  well-stored 
box  of  shoes  and  rubbers,  —  a  valued  and  welcome  offering.  A  few 
packages  of  clothing,  which  have  reached  us  from  other  quarters 
during  the  winter,  are  thankfully  remembered  and  acknowledged. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Andrew  Bigelow. 

Fbb.  28,  1862. 
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REV.  S.  H.  WINKLEYS  REPORT. 

Gentlemen,  —  In  presenting  this  Report,  I  am  reminded,  that, 
of  the  few  who  will  read  it,  the  larger  proportion  may  never  have 
looked  into  the  workings  of  the  ministrj-at-large ;  and,  therefore, 
that  it  is  well  to  state  very  briefly  the  whole  subject,  as  if  this  were 
the  first  article  of  the  kind  written. 

Our  Saviour  upon  one  occasion  said,  "Whoso  eateth  my  flesh, 
and  drinketh  my  blood,  hath  eternal  life."  John  says,  "  He  that 
hath  the  Son  hath  life,  and  he  that  hath  not  the  Son  hath  not  life." 
That  the  many  may  have  "  life,  and  have  it  more  abundantly,"  the 
roinisters-at-large  are  sent  forth.  It  is  their  aim  to  lead  as  many 
as  possible  to  ''  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the 
world." 

In  connection  with  Pitts-street  Chapel,  five  agencies  are  con- 
stantly used  to  bring  to  humanity  this  eternal  life. 

1.  Visits. — Visits  should  be  mentioned  first,  because  they  are 
pre-eminently  the  work  of  every  practical  clergyman,  and  especially 
so  of  every  minister-at-large.  There  may  be  persons  brought  into 
the  chapel  congregation  in  other  ways  than  by  visiting;  but  no 
family,  hardly  an  individual,  is  really  a  religious  relative  until  after 
at  least  one  call.  And,  until  a  religious  relative,  there  is  no  free 
communication,  and  so  but  little  good  accomplished :  when  that  is 
done,  the  amount  of  good  depends  largely  upon  the  amount  of  time 
to  repeat  visits  and  renew  sympathy  and  impressions. 

The  great  difficulty  in  my  work  is,  not  to  awaken  the  new  life, 
and  develop  it  to  a  certain  point ;  but  in  leading  on  beyond  that,  to 
where  the  soul  sits  perfectly  cured,  in  the  family  of  the  Father. 
Of  course,  when  the  field  of  one  man's  labor  is  extended  so  as  to 
include  hundreds  of  families,  and  but  a  portion  —  though  a  large 
portion  —  of  each  day  can  be  devoted  to  visits,  some  other  and  yet 
similar  means  must  be  used  to  carry  forward  his  work.  This  is 
found  in, — 

2.  Sunday  Services,  —  It  is  a  cause  of  gratitude  to  Divine 
Providence  that  a  day  has  been  set  apart  each  week,  devoted  to 
this  especial  object.  If  it  were  taken  from  us,  many,  now  thinking 
little  of  it,  would,  rendered  conscious  of  its  worth  through  the  loss, 
petition  for  an  act  originating  and  regulating  such  a  day.  On  this 
day,  these  scattered  ones,  to  some  extent,  come  together,  -r-  come 


f 


MB.  WINKLEY^S  REPORT.  13 

for  the  double  purpose  of  hearing  more  from  him  who  may  have 
first  awakened  their  thirst  for  eternal  life,  and  of  worshipping  Him 
who  through  the  new  birth  is  peculiarly  their  Father.  Without 
this  chapel  service,  the  visiting  would  be  almost  in  vain.  A 
school-teacher,  going  from  house  to  house  to  give  instruction,  can 
do  much,  but  nothing  in  comparison  with  what  he  can  accomplish 
by  collecting  his  pupils  into  a  schoolroom.  So  it  is  with  a  preacher 
of  the  gospel:  in  fact,  a  church  is  more  essential  to  the  minister 
than  the  schoolhouse  to  the  teacher.  And  as  a  physician  or  friend, 
once  found  serviceable,  cannot  easily  transfer  those  whom  he  has 
blessed  to  other  physicians  and  friends ;  so  is  it  even  more  difficult 
for  a  minister  or  religious  friend  to  make  such  transfers.  Hence 
the  indispensable  necessity  of  chapels,  and  the  gratitude  of  all 
having  any  large  personal  experience  in  them,  for  any  thing  done 
either  to  multiply  the  same,  or  to  render  those  we  now  have  more 
attractive. 

Three  services  each  Sunday  are  regularly  held  at  the  chapel  in 
Pitts  Street,  —  the  two  usual  services,  and  a  conference-meeting 
in  the  evening.  A  modified  form  of  iRev.  J.  Freeman  Clarke's 
ritual  aids  our  devotions  in  the  morning  service ;  and  congregational 
singing,  quite  well  sustained,  is  a  channel  for  our  devotions  in  both 
services.  The  morning  sermons,  as  for  over  fifteen  years,  are 
intended  for  instruction :  for  example,  the  present  course  is  on  the 
history  of  the  Church  for  the  first  three  centuries.  The  afternoon 
sermon  ever  aims  to  lift  the  heart  to  the  Father,  and  send  it  out 
with  Christ's  interest  in  humanity.  The  conference-meeting  is  a 
season  devoted  to  prayer,  exhortation,  selections  from  Scripture 
and  from  the  pious  writings  of  any  child  of  God,  the  reading  of 
hymns,  asking  of  questions,  and  abundance  of  singing.  While  we 
never  have  reached  the  unwonted  stir  of  a  "revival,"  we  never  have 
lapsed  into  the  utter  chill  and  lethargy  often  preceding  those  times ; 
but  with  calmness  and  quiet  have  we  enjoyed  prayer  and  song, 
quotation  and  exhortation,  as  those  who  are  thus  to  be  fed  while  on 
the  footstool,  and  who  dream  of  the  eternal  continuance  of  devotional 
nutrition  nearer  the  throne.  There  is  obvious  good  accomplished 
in  these  three  varied  modes  of  each  sabbath's  services.  There  is 
opportunity  afibrded  for  the  exercise  of  mind  and  heart.  The 
desire  to  have  a  "  zeal  according  to  knowledge ; "  the  aspiration  for 
*'  a  closer  walk  with  God ; "  and  the  wish,  that  "  freely  as  we  have 
received,  we  may  freely  give,"  —  are  heeded  and  gratified.     But, 
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for  this  very  reason,  another  form  of  effort  is  needed,  —  something 
more  intimate  and  personal :  hence,  — 

3.  Visitors, — A  favorite  method  of  attempting  good.  More  is 
done  in  one  hour's  conversation  and  prayer  for  those  who  seek  such, 
in  enlightening  the  mind,  in  counsel,  in  guiding  a  spirit  longing  to 
understand  and  pursue  the  right,  in  relieving  a  morbid  conscience, 
soothing  the  afflictjsd,  warning  the  exposed,  than  in  all  other  ways. 
I  only  wish  I  had  more  time:  I  would  have  all  who  desire,  as 
frequently  as  they  would,  come,  and  help  and  be  helped.  If  ever 
a  man  forgets  the  petty  distinctions  of  life,  it  is  in  these  visits  from 
house  to  house,  in  these  sabbath  services,  and  especially  at  the 
conversational  and  devotional  room.  Grod,  Christ,  the  spirit,  mortal 
needs,  human  capacity  and  destiny,  shut  out  all  lesser  thoughts,  and 
bring  hearts  at  once  and  completely  to  him  who  is  '^  the  way,  the 
truth,  and  the  life."  No  plan  of  the  venerable  church  of  the  Boman 
Catholics  more  completely  brings  together  all  classes,  whether  con- 
sidered socially  or  as  to  character,  than  these  operations  of  the 
ministry-at-large,  —  the  only  Protestant  mode  ever  yet  thus  sno- 
cessful. 

4.  The  Sunday  School,  —  Another  method  is  the  Sunday  schooL 
Twice  each  sabbath  we  meet  There,  with  an  average  attendance 
for  the  last  year  of  a  hundred  and  thirty-seven  teachers  and  pupils 
in  the  morning,  and  of  a  hundred  and  seventy-five  in  the  afternoon, 
we  imagine  that  something  satisfactory  is  accomplished.  The 
morning  lesson  in  the  Sunday  school,  like  the  forenoon  sermon  in 
the  chapel,  aims  at  instruction.  For  this  purpose,  the  school  has 
been  graded  by  the  introduction  of  three  books  written  on  purpose 
for  this  school ;  which  books  are  adapted  to  different  ages,  and  are 
intended  to  give  a  pretty  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures. 
The  afternoon  school,  like  the  afternoon  congregation,  is  larger,  and 
pursues  one  lesson,  and  that  a  practical  one.  For  this,  also,  a  book 
has  been  prepared.  The  school  has  not,  for  years,  been  much 
smaller  than  now ;  and  probably  has  never  had  a  lai^er  percentage 
of  attendance.  We  have  a  most  excellent  band  of  teachers,  a 
good  plan  of  operation,  and  are  in  a  very  healthful  condition. 

During  the  last  year,  Elijah  Cobb,  Esq.,  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen* 
tury  our  superintendent,  has  been  called  home.  I  should  not  dare 
to  utter  in  a  report  what  I  would  freely  say  of  his  Christian  excel* 
lence  in  his  family,  among  his  friends,  or  in  the  school ;  for  such 
rare  merit,  even  poorly  described,  would  seem  like  flattery,  — a 
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thing  abhorrent  to  his  noble,  retiring,  Christian  simplicitj.  Those 
who  love  him,  among  the  past  and  present  teachers  and  pupils  of 
the  school,  have  hung  a  wonderful  likeness  of  him  in  the  school- 
room. '^  The  right  man  in  the  right  place.'*  — ''  He  yet  speaketh," 
and  he  ever  will. 

A  teacher,  who  was  a  faithful  co-laborer  for  almost  the  whole 
term  of  Mr.  Cobb's  administration,  out  of  the  fulness  of  her  love 
for  the  old  cherished  spot  of  her  Christian  labors  in  departing 
heavenward,  left  a  bequest  of  twenty-five  dollars ;  with  which  books 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  lambs  of  the  flock  have  been  purchased, 
and  the  new  collection  commemoratively  called  the  ^'Edmands 
Library.** 

Connected  with  the  Sunday  school,  as  well  as  with  the  congre- 
gation, should  be  mentioned,  — 

5.  Meetings.  —  Each  week,  two  meetings  have  been  held  for 
teachers.  The  average  attendance  for  the  year  has  been  thirty-four. 
I  count  these  meetings  as  among  the  most  encouraging  instrumen- 
talities of  this  mission.  The  constant  assurance  of  many  hearts, 
that  our  mutual  study  of  the  divine  word,  our  discussion  of  ques- 
tions pertaining  to  the  Christian  life,  our  prayers  and  labors  in 
behalf  of  the  pupils,  have  strengthened  their  own  faith  and  quick- 
ened their  piety,  is  the  most  conclusive  evidence  that  the  object  of 
these  meetings  for  the  benefit  of  the  school  is  being  accomplished. 
Such  teachers,  so  feeling,  so  laboring,  so  visiting  their  pupils  at  their 
homes,  and  so  teaching  them  on  the  sabbath,  are  colleagues  for 
whose  services  I  try  daily  to  be  grateful. 

Normal  Class.  —  In  addition  to  these,  a  normal  class,  consisting 
of  sixteen  young  persons  of  both  sexes,  meet  at  my  house,  one 
evening  of  each  week,  to  go  through  a  course  of  lessons  preparatory 
to  becoming  teachers.  A  part  of  this  class  has  already  taught 
more  or  less  frequently.  This  is  the  fourth  dass  I  have  formed  in 
a  few  years.  It  is  a  most  valuable  operation.  I  devote  the  last 
hour  at  each  meeting  to  an  advanced  lesson.  The  first  hour  is 
occupied  in  a  devotional  exercise,  a  secretary's  record,  a  review  of 
the  last  lesson,  and  a  report  of  the  last  lesson,  each  by  a  member 
of  the  dass.  In  this  way,  each  lesson  is  given  in  different  forms 
three  times*  As  secretary,  reviewer,  and  reporter  are  changed 
each  week,  the  whole  class  has  the  benefit  of  each  exercise. 

Rehearsal.  —  To  aid  us  in  congregational  singing,  we  have  a 
rehearsal  for  all  who  choose  to  come,  each  Friday  evening.    We 
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freqaentlj  have  special  meetings  of  those  upon  whom  we  are  most 
dependent  for  singing. 

Pastor's  Circle. — A  band  of  twenty  children,  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day  afternoon. 

Two  Devotional  Meetings.  —  One  on  Thursday  afternoon  for  boys, 
and  another  on  Friday  afternoon  for  girls. 

These  are  the  regular  meetings.  As  I  seldom  exchange ;  as  I 
superintend  the  Sunday  school,  and  teach  a  class  in  each  session 
besides;  am  chorister  in  rehearsals  and  singing  meetings;  pre- 
side over  teachers'  meetings ;  am  president  of  the  pastor's  circle, 
and  take  charge  of  devotional  meetings  and  the  conference-meeting; 
teach  a  Bible  class  on  Saturday  evenings  at  the  rooms  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Union ;  to  say  nothing  of  various  special 
meetings, — it  is  obvious  that  I  find  good  opportunity  of  carrying 
out  the  object  of  my  ministry.  In  and  through  all  of  these  meet- 
ings, good  flows. 

It  hardly  seems  worth  while  to  speak  particularly  of  our  Parish 
Library,  whose  faithful  librarian  finds  his  pleasure  in  proportion  to  ^y 

the  number  of  books  called  for;  or  of  the  *' Associates,"  a  faith- 
ful band  of  young  men,  meeting  each  week  for  mutual  improvement; 
or  of  the  poor's  purse,  whose  every  cent  so  effectually  helps  on 
the  great  work  given  us  to  do, —  often  preaching  the  first  sermon 
that  touches  the  heart,  leading  it  to  a  higher  life ;  or  of  the  fune- 
rals, so  much  more  frequent  in  the  pathway  of  a  minister-at-large 
than  in  that  of  other  of  the  clergy, — solemn  and  touching  opportu- 
nities of  showing  that  — 

**  The  clouds  we  so  mnch  dread 
Are  big  with  mercy,  ftnd  will  break 
Id  blessings  on  our  head; "  — 

or  of  the  great  trial  this  terrible  war  has  been  to  us,  turning  em- 
ployment from  homes  that  used  never  to  suffer  from  want,  summour 
ing  away  from  others  sons,  brothers,  and  husbands  to  serve  our 
country  in  its  need,  but,  all  the  more  for  their  patriotism,  husband, 
brother,  and  sons  to  be  thought  of  with  anxiety,  and  dreamed  of 
with  fear;  or  of  new  obstacles  springing  up  in  our  path;  or 
the  ever- to -be -begun  work  of  this  special  mission;  or  of  the 
invaluable  services  of  my  colleague,  who,  in  these  latter  days,  speaks 
for  herself.  All  this,  and  much  more,  lies  nearer  the  heart  of  the 
writer,  and  of  those  more  immediately  interested,  than  it  can  of 
others. 
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Never  has  it  seemed  to  be  more  necessary  to  annoance  the  doc- 
trine of  the  gospel  than  now;  never  was  it  more  precious*  If 
any  one  institution  at  this  moment  needs  to  be  cherished,  it  is  any 
form  of  free  church.  Only  there  do,  can,  will  the  rich  and  poor 
meet  together  and  worship  God. 

S.   H.   WiNKLBT. 


REPORT  OF  REV.  MR.  GERRY. 

In  compliance  with  a  requirement  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Benevo- 
lent Fraternity  of  Churches,  I  herewith  submit  my  Fourth  Annual 
Report  of  the  condition  of  the  mission  under  my  charge. 

Although  the  year  has  not  passed  without  its  peculiar  trials  and 
difficulties  to  me  as  a  minister-at-large,  in  consequence  of  the 
large  number  of  persons  who  have  left  my  congregation  and  Sun- 
day school  to  engage  in  the  military  service  of  the  country,  still  I 
have  great  cause  for  gratitude  to  Grod  in  being  able  to  report  the 
various  departments  connected  with  the  North  Mission  as  being  in 
a  prosperous  condition. 

I  will  now  pass  to  give  a  statement  of  the  present  condition  of 
the  mission. 

1.  The  Sunday  SchooL  —  In  my  plan  of  operations,  the  Sunday 
school  holds  a  prominent  place.  I  have  sought  to  make  the  place 
of  meeting  of  our  school  as  attractive  and  pleasant  as  possible  to 
the  children.  For  this  purpose,  I  have  caused  the  walls  of  the 
chapel  to  be  adorned  with  pictures  and  mottoes.  The  school  is 
divided  into  nine  classes.  Each  class  is  distinguished  by  an  appro- 
priate name ;  such,  for  example,  as  ^  Robert  Raike's  Staff,"  ^  Buds 
of  Promise,"  «  Beacon  Lights,"  «  Lambs  of  the  Flock,"  "  Youthful 
Samaritans,"  &c.  The  name  of  each  class,  together  with  a  scriptu- 
ral motto  and  an  appropriate  verse,  is  seen  upon  a  printed  placard 
hanging  upon  the  wall,  at  the  head  of  each  class.  The  children  are 
accustomed  to  repeat  their  mottoes  and  verses  in  concert ;  which  we 
have  found  to  be  an  interesting  and  instructive  exercise. 

In  addition  to  what  is  termed  the  ^  general  lesson/'  and  the  reci- 
tation of  mottoes  and  verses,  it  has  been  my  custom  the  past  year, 
as  often  as  every  other  Sunday,  to  vary  the  exercises  of  the  school 

by  reading  alternately  with  the  children  a  chapter  from  one  of  the 
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Gospels,  and  giving  such  explanations  as  would  make  the  meaning 
clear  to  their  minds.  The  children  have  been  very  much  interested 
in  this  exerdse.  In  fact,  the  Bible  is  the  only  text-book  used  in  the 
schooL 

The  number  of  pupils  connected  with  the  school  is  one  hundred 
and  forty,  with  an  average  attendance  of  about  ninety.  Of  this 
number,  forty-seven  are  connected  with  the  infant-department,  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  Gerry.  Ten  new  scholars  have  joined  the 
school  during  the  last  month. 

Teachers*  —  The  teachers  have  kindly  and  efficiently  co-operated 
with  me  in  the  instruction  and  discipline  of  the  school;  for  which 
they  have  my  warmest  thanks. 

The  Library,  ^  The  library,  which  is  in  excellent  condition, 
numbers  six  hundred  and  ninety  volumes.  A  donation  of  twenty- 
three  volumes  from  the  Hancock  Sunday  School  has  been  added 
during  the  year. 

Sunday  -  eehocl  Oazette,  —  We  acknowledge  with  gratitude  a 
yearly  subscription  of  eighty  copies  of  the  ^  Sunday  -  school  Ga- 
zette" from  friends  connected  with  the  West  Church.  These 
papers  are  received  and  read  with  eagerness  by  the  children. 

Singing  Meeting*  —  Every  year,  I  am  more  and  more  convinced 
of  the  good  effect  of  this  weekly  singing-meeting  in  keeping  up  a 
lively  interest  in  our  sabbath  school  and  its  exercises.  In  this 
department,  Mr.  George  A.  Bennett  has  rendered  essential  ser- 
vice. 

Festivals,  ^  Through  the  thoughtful  kindness  of  many  friends, 
we  have  been  enabled  to  observe  in  an  appropriate  manner  Wash- 
ington's Birthday,  Christmas,  May  Day,  and  the  usual  Autumnal 
FestivaL  These  festivals  are  occasions  of  great  interest  and  plea- 
sure both  to  the  children  and  their  parents. 

Anniversary  Services,  —  The  seventh  anniversary  of  our  school 
was  observed  Sunday  afternoon,  the  22d  of  December.  The  occa- 
sion being  the  two  hundred  and  forty-first  anniversary  of  the  land- 
ing of  the  Pilgrims,  notice  was  taken  of  it.  The  exercises  consisted 
of  the  reading  of  the  Annual  Report  by  the  superintendent,  recita- 
tions and  singing  by  the  children,  and  appropriate  addresses  by 
George  H.  Nichols,  M.D.,  and  Rev.  W.  G.  Scandlin. 

Teachers*  Meetings.  —  During  the  winter,  a  teachers'  meeting  has 
been  held  at  my  house,  one  evening  in  each  month. 

Sunday-evening  Meeting  far  Children.  —  The  first  Sunday  even- 
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ing  in  every  month  is  devoted  to  the  children.  These  meetings 
are  not  onlj*  looked  forward  to  with  much  interest  by  the  children 
and  their  parents,  but  much  satisfaction  has  been  expressed  by 
friends  of  the  chapel  who  have  visited  us  on  these  occasions. 

Boy^  Meeting  and  Beadtng-roam.  —  My  experience  during  the 
year  with  this  institution  has  been  a  pleasant  and  encouraging  one. 
Since  the  chapel  was  first  opened  fur  this  purpose,  not  less  than 
four  hundred  different  boys  have  been  connected  with  it.  I  have 
sought  through  this  meeting  to  reach  and  benefit  a  class  of  boys 
whose  social  and  moral  condition  has  been  sadly  neglected.  I  am 
fully  convinced  that  what  was  considered  by  many  as  an  experiment 
has  proved  to  be  a  real  good  to  the  class  for  which  it  was  intended, 
and  an  important  branch  of  my  labors  as  a  minister-at-large  at  the 
North  End. 

The  number  of  boys  at  present  connected  with  the  institution  is 
seventy ;  this  being  the  number  to  which  I  have  been  obliged,  for 
want  of  room,  to  limit  the  tickets  of  admission.  Some  fifty  boys, 
besides  this  number,  have  applied,  during  the  past  year,  for  admis- 
sion to  the  privileges  of  the  institution. 

The  third  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  Boys'  Meeting 
was  held  on  the  9th  of  January,  and  was  an  occasion  of  great 
interest  The  boys  listened  attentively  to  remarks  made  by  Messrs. 
Thomas  Hills,  Joseph  H.  Allen,  and  Rev.  Rufus  £llis. 

On  a  recent  occasion,  the  boys  were  favored  with  the  privilege 
of  listening  to  a  very  entertaining  and  instructive  lecture  by  Mr. 
Thomas  GrafBeld,  upon  the  subject  of  the  manufacture  of  glass. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  during  the 
year,  through  Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow,  of  a -donation  of  twenty-five  dol- 
lars, from  the  late  Deacon  Moses  Grant,  in  aid  of  this  enter- 
prise. 

Setffing  School  for  Girls,  -*  A  sewing  school  for  girls  was 
opened  at  the  chapel,  Saturday  afternoon,  November  the  2d.  The 
number  who  have  joined  this  school  has  been  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  with  an  average  attendance  of  seventy.  The  school  is 
divided  into  two  departments, — one  of  which  is  under  the  charge  of 
Mrs.  Gerry ;  and  the  other  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Hannah  W. 
Kendall,  assisted  by  Miss  Eliza  Goodwin,  Miss  Mary  Goodwin,  Miss 
Luc^  Wadsworth,  Miss  E.  H.  Bartol,  Miss  Carrie  Gonant,  Miss  Lou- 
isa Robbins,  Miss  Ada  Gilberts,  Miss  Ellen  Riggs,  Mrs.  Charles 
Lindgren,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Ferguson,  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Cotton.     Be- 
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sides  very  plain  work  provided  for  the  younger  children,  ninety-fire 
garments  of  different  kinds  have  been  made  by  the  scholars ;  all  of 
which  have  been  given  to  them  as  a  reward  for  their  industry  and 
good  behavior.  Contributions  of  cloth,  &c«,  for  the  use  of  the  school, 
have  been  received  from  Messrs.  Grookin  and  Wood;  for  which 
they  have  our  thanks. 

Religious  Services.  —  The  services  at  the  chapel  continue  at  the 
same  time,  -^  Sunday  school  from  half-past  ten  to  twelve,  afternoon 
services  at  three,  and  evening  at  seven.  I  have  to  report  that  the 
attendance  upon  both  the  afternoon  and  evening  services,  the  pre- 
sent winter,  has  been  uniformly  good ;  and  this,  too,  notwithstanding 
several  members  of  my  congregation  are  absent  at  the  seat  of  war. 
The  conference  and  prayer  meeting,  which  always  follows  the 
preaching  service  in  the  evening,  has  been  well  sustained,  and 
meets  a  very  important  want  among  a  portion  of  my  people. 

Temperance  Meeting.  —  For  several  months  past,  a  temperance 
meeting-— which  has  been  well  attended — has  been  held  every  Fri- 
day evening  in  the  chapel.  This  meeting  was  commenced  on 
account  of  the  alarming  increase  of  the  evils  of  intemperance  in 
this  city.  Much  interest  has  been  manifested  in  the  subject,  and 
much  good,  I  trust,  accomplished  by  these  meetings.  Eighty-two 
persons  have  signed  the  total-abstinence  pledge,  a  number  of  whom 
had  previously  been  addicted  to  the  excessive  use  of  intoxicating 
liquors. 

North-Mssian  Union  Circle.  —  The  ladies  of  the  North-Mission 
Union  Circle  have  met  on  Thursday  of  each  week  during  the  win- 
ter, for  the  purpose  of  making  garments  for  the  children  of  our 
Sunday  school.  Although  the  number  of  ladies  has  been  much 
smaller  than  it  was  last  winter,  owing  to  various  causes  (such  as 
sewing  for  the  soldiers,  &c.),  still  they  have  been  enabled  to  render 
us  much  assbtance,  and,  to  date,  have  supplied  us  with  one  hundred 
and  nineteen  garments  and  five  comforters  for  distribution. 

DoncUions  of  Clothing.  —  Donations  of  clothing  have  been  re- 
ceived from  Rev.  Amos  Smith's  society,  Belmont;  Mrs.  George 
Kendall;  Mrs.  Abel  Kendall;  and  an  order  from  Miss  Wales, 
on  the  Needlewoman's  Friend  Society,  for  fifty  dollars'  worth  of 
clothing. 

Garments  distrihUed.  —  The  number  of  garments  distributed 
since  Nov.  1  is  three  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

The  United  Brothers.  —  This  is  an  association  of  men,  composed 
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principallj  of  'longshoremen.  It  holds  weekly  meetings  at  the 
chapel.  Its  Inembers  are  united  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  im- 
provement and  assistance ;  and  their  meetings  are  devoted  to  busi- 
ness, reading,  and  occasionally  to  debates.  Since  the  society  was 
organized,  two  years  ago,  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons  have  been 
connected  with  it.  During  the  past  year,  eighty-three  of  this  num- 
ber have  enlisted  in  the  army  and  navy.  I  have  met  with  them  as 
often  as  my  other  engagements  would  permit,  in  order  that  I  might 
aid  in  giving  such  a  direction  to  the  affairs  of  the  association  as 
would  serve  to  render  its  meetings  profitable  to  its  members. 

VistU  to  the  Homes  of  the  Poor.  —  A  very  important  branch  of 
my  labors  in  connection  with  my  ministry  is  the  visits  made  from 
day  to  day  to  the  homes  of  the  poor.  It  is  my  custom  to  visit 
from  house  to  house,  seek  for  opportunities  of  usefulness,  render 
assistance  to  the  needy,  give  advice  to  such  as  may  need  it,  religious 
instruction  and  consolation  to  the  sick,  encouragement  to  the  de- 
sponding, and  admonition  to  the  erring. 

So  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  there  has  been,  compara- 
tively speaking,  but  little  real  suffering  among  the  poor  the  present 
winter.  The  means  placed  in  my  hands  by  Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow  and 
a  few  personal  friends,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  have  been  distri- 
buted with  careful  discrimination. 

I  close  my  report  by  expressing  my  thanks  to  all  who  have  in 
any  way  given  me  their  sympathy  and  co-operation  in  carrying  for- 
ward the  pleasant  but  arduous  work  in  which  I  am  engaged.  May 
all  such  find  their  reward  in  the  cheering  words  of  Jesus  I  —  ^<  As  ye 
have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have 
done  it  unto  me." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Edwin  J.  Gerrt. 

B08T09,  Feb.  17,  1862. 


REPORT  OF  REV.  MR.  RYDER. 
To  the  Ezecatiye  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gbntlbmbk,  —  My  first  work,  after  assuming  the  duties  of  my 
present  position,  was  to  become  acquainted  with  the  families  residing 
here.     As  the  most  direct  way  of  accomplishing  that  work,  I  called 
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upon  all  the  families  of  the  Village,  without  waiting  for  advances 
from  them,  or  to  be  formally  introduced  bj  some  [ferson  already 
acquainted.  My  reception  was  as  cordial  as  could  be  expected  by 
a  stranger,  calling  upon  many  who  had  never  seen  him  before  he 
presented  himself  at  their  doors.  Thus  the  way  was  opened  for 
intercourse  with  nearly  all  the  Protestant  families  of  the  Village. 

On  my  last  round  of  calls,  I  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  families  residing  here.  I  believe  my  list  to  be  very  nearly  ooi^ 
rect  The  whole  number  of  families  living  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  Village  is  (260)  two  hundred  and  sixty.  If  we  may  reckon 
five  persons  to  each  family,  the  Village  has  (1,800)  one  thousand 
three  hundred  inhabitants.  Of  these,  (186)  one  hundred  and 
eighty-six  fiunilies  are  reached  by  influences  emanating  from  the 
chapel.  From  that  number  deduct  (40)  forty  families  connected 
with  other  churches,  and  we  have  (146)  one  hundred  and  forty-six 
families  reached  by  no  other  direct  religious  influences. 

All  the  meetings  established  before  I  came  have  been  continued. 
The  attendance  has  constantly  increased. 

The  number  registered  as  pupils  in  the  Sunday  school,  since  the 
Ist  of  January,  is  (170)  one  hundred  and  seventy;  number  of 
classes,  (22)  twenty-two;  largest  number  present  at  any  session, 
(132)  one  hundred  and  thirty-two;  average  attendance  for  the  past 
year,  (100)  one  hundred. 

During  the  last  summer,  two  members  of  the  Divinity  School 
at  Cambridge  taught  classes  in  the  Sunday  school ;  but  at  present 
all  the  teachers  reside  in  the  Village,  save  two  who  come  from  Dor- 
chester, and  one  who  comes  from  South  Boston.  We  greatly  need 
the  assistance  of  two  or  three  new  teachers.  The  faithful  and  effi- 
cient services  of  the  superintendent,  Mr.  £.  W.  Hooper,  have  been 
invaluable. 

A  teachers'  meeting,  held  each  week,  has  been  profitable  to  the 
few  who  could  conveniently  attend. 

The  attendance  at  the  Sunday-school  concerts  is  greater  than 
the  chapel  can  accommodate  with  seats ;  and,  at  the  regular  sessions 
of  the  Sunday  school,  we  have  not  sufficient  room  for  the  conve> 
nience  of  the  classes. 

A  donation  of  (200)  two  hundred  volumes  from  the  South  Con- 
gregational Sunday  School  has  been  added  to  the  Sunday-school 
library,  and  will  greatly  increase  its  usefulness. 

The  improvement  of  the  children  in  singing,  under  the  train- 
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ing  of  Mr.  Horton  of  this  Yillage,  has  been  exceedingly  grati- 

fying» 

Social  meetings,  held  in  the  chapel,  and  open  to  all  who  desire 

to  promote  social  intercourse  in  the  Yillage,  have  been  largely 

attended.     Good  results  from  them  are  already  apparent.    Many 

who  before  were  strangers  to  each  other,  although  living  near 

together,  have   become   acquainted.     All   are   thereby  attracted 

towards  each  other  through  sympathy,  and  enlisted  in  a  more 

earnest  co-operation. 

The  interest  in  the  success  of  your  enterprise  in  this  Village, 
and  the  welfare  of  its  inhabitants,  manifested  by  members  of  Rev. 
Mr.  lEIall's  society  in  Dorchester  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Squire,  has  frequently  given  proofs  of  its  continuance. 

At  no  time,  during  the  ten  months  I  have  been  engaged  here,  has 
any  sufficient  cause  for  discouragement  been  apparent. 

Some  improvements,  made  by  residents  of  the  Village,  for  warm- 
ing and  lighting  the  chapel,  have  contributed  much  to  the  comfort 
of  the  congregation. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Almanza  S.  Rtder. 

Washdiotos  Vxllaox,  February,  1862. 


REV.  A.  UEBELACKER'S  REPORT. 
To  the  Kxecutiye  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen, — My  Report  for  the  present  year  must  necessarily 
be  much  like  the  preceding  ones ;  as  my  labors  are  such,  that  they 
admit  of  but  little  variety.  I  have  striven  to  advance  the  welfare 
of  those  whom  I  have  found  in  need,  by  giving  advice,  rendering 
material  aid,  finding  employment  for  those  who  have  been  thrown 
out  of  work,  &c  Never  yet,  during  the  few  years  in  which  I  have 
been  employed  by  you,  have  I  known  a  season  which  has  called  so 
loudly  for  missionary  labor  as  the  present  The  general  cry  is 
work.  Men  are  willing  to  engage  in  any  honest  employment,  so 
that  they  but  earn  their  daily  bread.  Instances  have  been  brought 
to  my  notice  of  persons  who  never  before  have  stood  in  need  of 
assistance,  and  who  now,  rather  than  be  considered  beggars,  bear 
their  privations  in  silence. 
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Nambers  have  joined  the  ranks  of  our  gallant  soldiers  to  fight 
the  battles  of  justice  and  right  Their  families  need  a  friend  who 
will  care  for  them ;  one  to  sympathize  with,  and  point  the  despond-' 
ent  to  Him  who  has  promised  to  provide  for  the  needy ;  to  console 
those  whose  dearest  friends  or  earthly  supporters  have  sacrificed 
their  lives  on  the  altar  of  their  adopted  but  dearly  beloved  '*  father- 
land." And  who  should  be  a  more  fitting  friend  than  the  minister- 
at-large,  who  knows  no  party  bias,  no  sectarian  prejudice,  but 
comes  as  a  meek  disciple  of  Him,  who,  when  on  earth,  went  about 
doing  good  ? 

The  only  means  to  accomplish  the  main  object  of  the  ministry- 
at-large  —  namely,  to  benefit  those  who  are  not  connected  with  any 
religious  society  —  is  to  visit  constantly  from  house  to  house.  An- 
other reason  for  this  proceeding  is  the  unconcemedness  of  many. 
Though  not  exactly  at  enmity  with  God,  they  live  on  heedlessly, 
caring  neither  for  the  preached  word  nor  for  their  Bible,  and  think- 
ing, that,  so  long  as  they  do  not  transgress  human  laws,  nothing  else 
is  requisite.  Others  are  kept  from  attending  public  worship  by 
different  circumstances;  some  by  sickness;  others  by  a  mistaken 
pride,  because  they  cannot  dress  as  well  as  their  neighbors ;  others, 
again,  by  the  enmity  of  relatives  towainis  every  thing  that  is  good. 
By  conversing  with  and  enccouraging  them,  and  by  pointing  to 
their  children,  who  otherwise  would  follow  in  their  footsteps,  such 
persons  have,  in  numerous  instances,  changed  their  course.  By 
comforting  the  sick,  or  leading  them  gently  to  that  heavenly  Fa- 
ther who  careth  even  for  the  lowliest  of  his  children,  the  bitterness 
of  many  a  sick-bed  has  been  changed  into  a  cheerful  resignation  to 
the  will  of  God.  The  labor  of  the  missionary  abounds  in  such 
opportunities  for  sowing  the  precious  seed  of  divine  truth  in  many 
hearts. 

The  principal  work  should  be  among  the  rising  generation. 
That  which  is  planted  in  the  heart  of  childhood,  be  it  good  or  evil, 
18  more  firmly  rooted  than  any  seed  sown  in  riper  years.  If  there 
were  nothing  else  to  influence  us  to  lead  the  young  in  the  paths  of 
righteousness,  it  should  be  the  fearful  catalogue  of  intemperance 
and  crime,  which  has  assumed  such  awful  proportions ;  it  should  be 
the  love  of  a  proper  observance  of  the  Lord's  Day,  which  at  pre- 
sent is  any  thing  but  well  observed.  Every  means,  therefore, 
should  be  employed  to  draw  the  children  into  sabbath  schools  and 
under  other  good  influences,  that  these  exertions  in  their  behalf 
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may,  in  days  to  come,  be  as  ^  bread  cast  upon  the  waters."  I  pointed 
to  this  matter  in  mj  last  year's  Report,  and  find  it  growing  in  im- 
portance from  year  to  year.  If  oar  youth  could  be  taught  to  love 
and  fear  their  Maker,  there  would  not  be  so  many  ungrateful 
children ;  not  so  many  unruly  citizens,  who  could  forget  themselves 
so  &r  as  to  raise  their  arms,  as  they  do  in  the  present  Rebellion,  in 
violation  of  divine  and  human  law,  against  their  righteous  govern- 
ment Let  them  love  their  Bible,  and  imitate  the  example  given  to 
every  one  of  us  by  Christ,  and  many  evils  and  gloomy  forebodings 
of  impending  horrors  will  pass  away.  If  children  grow  up  under 
proper  instruction,  they  become  useful  men  and  women.  To  this 
end,  my  labors  have  been  in  a  great  measure  directed,  and  in  many 
cases  with  encouraging  results.  I  have  also  continued  trying  to 
exert  a  good  influence  among  the  young  men  of  our  German  popu- 
lation. We  have  spent,  each  week,  one  evening  together,  convers- 
ing upon  different  subjects  of  interest,  reading,  &c. ;  which  I  trust 
has  been  a  benefit  to  them.  Much  more,  however,  ought  to  be  done 
in  this  direction. 

Our  German  population  is  constantly  changing.  Many  who 
have,  by  hard  labor,  laid  aside  a  small  amount,  remove  to  the 
Western  States,  where  they  can  invest  it  to  better  advantage ;  and 
new  arrivals  take  their  places,  and  claim  our  attention.  Thus  it  is, 
that  a  missionarjr's  labor  among  the  foreign  population  is  always 
beginning,  and  never  ending. 

By  following  these  principles  laid  down  in  my  Report,  I  have  la- 
bored during  the  past  year,  as  I  humbly  trust,  not  in  vain.  A  hearty 
welcome  has,  with  few  exceptions,  been  extended  to  me  by  those 
whom  I  have  visited ;  and  if  to  see  the  wicked  leave  their  wicked 
ways,  the  careless  and  ungodly  turned  unto  God,  neglected  chil- 
dren brought  to  common  school  and  sabbath  school,  can  be  con- 
sidered proofe  of  success,  I  can  hope  that  my  labors  have  not 
been  without  some  fruit. 

Respectfully  submitted.  A.  Uebelacker. 
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REV.  J.  B.  TOBIUCELLrS  REPORT. 

To  the  Execntive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Firaternity  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen,  —  Since  my  last  Annual  Report  to  jon,  circam- 
Btances  brought  me  into  contact  with  several  Frenchmen  and  Span- 
lardsy  bj  whom  my  interest  was  so  deeply  excited,  that  I  could  not 
help  paying  them  a  great  deal  of  attention.  This  led  me  to  con- 
verse with  others ;  and  soon  I  found  that  I  had,  unawares,  extended 
my  field  of  labors  beyond  the  limits  you  had  assigned.  It  was  too 
late  to  withdraw,  and  I  was  glad  they  were  under  my  influence. 
I  knew  that  the  Italians  would  not  be  any  worse  for  it ;  and  from  that 
time  I  regarded  every  one,  who  speaks  a  language  deriVed  from  the 
Latin,  as  belonging  to  my  flock:  a  disorderly  flock  indeed,  and 
mostly  made  up  of  goats ;  not,  however,  altogether  unmanageable, 
but  affording  many  a  moment  of  satisfaction. 

My  work  was  chiefly  confined  to  visiting  these  people,  finding 
employment  for  them,  circulating  among  them  books  in  different 
languages,  helping  them  out  of  the  country  or  of  the  state,  pro- 
viding for  those  of  them  who  were  destitute,  and  gathering  small 
companies  for  religious  and  other  useful  conversation.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  the  number  of  persons  for  whom  employment  was  foundy 
and  of  those  sent  back  to  their  own  country^  has  been  a  great  deal 
smaller  than  last  year,  owing  to  the  stagnation  in  business,  and  the 
concomitant  scarcity  of  money  given  for  such  purpose.  Only  twen- 
ty-one individuals  left  the  United  States :  five  went  to  California ; 
and  seventeen  found  some  occupation,  less  profitable  in  a  pecu- 
niary point  of  view,  but  more  honorable  and  less  demoralizing,  than 
begging,  or  grinding  the  organ.  Among  the  former  were  two 
Greeks  and  ^ve  Spaniards;  among  the  latter,  two  Portuguese, 
two  Spaniards,  and  four  Frenchmen.  The  others  were  Italians. 
Of  these,  only  thirteen  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  enter  the  army 
or  the  navy.  The  stoutest  ones,  having  left  Italy  in  order  to  avoid 
military  service,  did  not  feel  disposed  to  embrace  it  in  America. 
Many  of  the  French  and  a  few  Spaniards  did ;  and  many  more  left 
for  Europe,  or  for  other  parts  of  this  continent,  but  not  by  my  instru- 
mentality. 

An  evening  school  exclusively  for  the  Italians,  regularly  attended 
by  twenty-five  children  and  adults,  was  opened  this  year,  and  has 
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been  in  operation  from  the  beginning  of  October  last.  The  teacher 
is  an  honest  Italian,  who  has  been  out  of  employment  for  more  than 
fifteen  months,  and  suffered  severely  during  that  time  from  much 
sickness  in  his  famUy.  The  school  is  kept  in  his  house,  in  Ferry 
Court,  every  evening ;  and  one  dollar  per  month  is  paid  him  for  each 
pupil  he  finds.  A  few,  who  can  afford  it,  pay  their  own  tuition : 
for  those  who  have  no  means,  the  tuition  is  paid  by  your  mission- 
ary. Every  effort  will  be  made  to  continue  this  school,  at  least  till 
the  end  of  next  March.  It  will  come  rather  hard,  as  it  has  been 
the  case  all  along  through  the  winter ;  but  both  the  teacher  and  the 
pupils  require  its  continuation.  The  condition  of  our  country  was 
such,  that  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  apply  for  assistance,  either  to 
support  the  school,  or  to  undertake  any  thing  that  requires  money. 
What  was  given  by  the  charitable  was  used  for  clothing,  provisions, 
and  house-rents. 

The  moral  and  religious  condition  of  the  population  with  whom 
I  mingle  is  rather  low ;  but,  here  and  there,  some  noble  exceptions 
are  found.  Among  the  Italians,  an  evident  change  has  taken  place 
for  the  better ;  and  I  feel  thankful  that  my  expectation  has  not  been 
disappointed.  Convinced  that,  with  the  majority,  no  form  of  Chris- 
tianity but  the  Roman-Catholic  can  exert  any  influence,  I  encourage 
them  to  be  faithful  in  those  things  which  they  consider  as  duties ; 
only  insisting  that  they  should  not  forget  or  disregard  the  command- 
ments of  God  for  those  of  the  Church.  No  public  Sunday  service 
was  held  this  year,  in  the  Italian  language,  since  last  summer. 
Most  of  those  who  used  to  attend  have  left  Boston,  and  those  who 
take  some  interest  in  religious  matters  prefer  to  attend  their  own 
churches.  A  small  number  attend  Protestant  worship  at  different 
places;  but  they  are  so  scattered,  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible 
to  gather  them.  Besides,  I  do  not  think  it  is  expedient.  I  am  often 
called  upon  to  visit  and  pray  with  the  sick ;  and,  on  these  occasions, 
I  always  improve  the  opportunity  by  saying  something  that  will 
be  usefiil  to  the  company  that  may  be  present.  Such  calls  have 
become,  of  late,  very  frequent ;  but  I  was  compelled  not  to  answer 
them  since  the  1st  of  December,  when  you  requested  me  to  suspend 
my  work,  and  take  charge  of  the  Canton-street  Church.  I  did  not 
entirely  forsake  them  during  the  following  three  months ;  but  none 
of  my  time  could  be  devoted  for  their  benefit. 

The  Souih'End  Mission  demanded  all  my  time  and  attention ; 
and  these  I  gave,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  hours  which  I  am 
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daily  obliged  to  spend  in  teaching.  The  congregation  was  broken 
up  and  scattered,  the  Sunday  school  disorganized  and  withoat 
teachers.  Not  much  oould  be  accomplished  in  three  months  under 
circumstances  so  very  unfavorable ;  but  the  ground  could  be  inspect- 
ed, to  see  what  was  to  be  done.  I  visited  some  sixty  families, 
of  whom  about  fifty  declared  their  intention  of  attending  the  chapel, 
and  making  it  their  religious,  home.  Many  single  persons  also 
promised  to  attend  our  religious  services,  and  to  take  an  interest 
in  the  Sunday  schooL  Others  declined,  merely  for  want  of  proper 
clothes.  In  fisust^  however,  the  meetings  on  the  sabbath  morning 
are  attended  only  by  from  eighteen  to  forty-seven  persons,  and  in 
the  afternoon  by  from  forty-three  to  one  hundred  and  five.  It  is 
true,  that,  generally,  those  who  attend  the  morning  service  do  not 
go  in  the  afternoon ;  and  a  few,  whom  I  noticed  at  the  Friday-even- 
ing meetings,  I  never  have  seen  on  Sunday :  so  that  the  number 
attending  the  chapel  might  be  reckoned  not  far  from  a  hundred  and 
twenty-five.  They  seem  to  be  earnest  people,  prompted  by  a  sincere 
religious  spirit,  and  grateful  for  the  facility  afforded  of  attending 
public  worship  without  undergoing  any  expense.  About  one*half 
are  either  foreigners  or  of  foreign  descent 

The  Sunday  school  numbers  now  forty-two  pupils,  who  usually 
are  pretty  fiiithful  in  their  attendance.  There  are  about  fifteen 
more,  whose  names  were  inscribed  at  their  request,  but  were  not 
seen  afterward.  Only  one  of  the  former  teachers  remains ;  and  it 
has  been  very  difficult  to  find  a  sufficient  number  to  make  a  proper 
division  of  classes.  Six  new  ones  are  now  engaged  in  the  work, 
four  of  whom  were  sent  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hale ;  besides  a  lady,  who, 
after  having  helped  us  for  a  few  Sundays,  was  called  away  from  the 
city.  As  no  superintendent  has  yet  been  appointed,  I  acted  in  that 
capacity,  and  did  all  in  my  power  for  the  prosperity  of  such  an  im* 
portant  branch  of  the  church.  Several  dozen  volumes  were  added 
to  the  library ;  twenty-five  copies  of  the  '*  Sunday-school  Gazette  " 
were  subscribed  for,  and  are  distributed  among  the  children ;  and 
other  publications,  such  as  the  **  Monthly  Journal,"  the  **  Christian 
Register,"  and  **  Inquirer,"  are  included.  Through  the  kindness  of 
several  friends,  we  were  enabled  to  give  our  diildren  a  very  pleasant 
entertainment  on  New  Year's  Eve ;  which  was  concluded  with  the 
distribution  of  presents  to  more  than  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  of 
them.  Mrs.  Barry's  department,  not  reckoned  in  the  above  state- 
ment, joined  our  school  on  that  occasion,  as  it  always  does  once  a 
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month,  when  we  give  the  children  an  opportunity  to  meet  together, 
and  plaj,  under  the  supervision  of  the  teachers. 

In  the  first  week  of  January  was  commenced  a  course  of  lec- 
tures; to  deliver  which,  several  of  our  clergymen  have  kindly 
consented.  The  attendance  is  not  as  large  as  I  anticipated: 
still,  if  we  consider  that  it  is  after  a  hard  day's  work  our  peo* 
pie  attend,  it  is  both  satisfactory  aud  encouraging.  The  usual 
monthly  contribution  on  the  last  Sunday  of  the  month,  as  well  as 
the  audience  in  the  afternoon,  has  been  gradually  increasing. 
The  December  contribution  was  $1.74 ;  that  in  January,  $2.87 ; 
and  the  last,  $5.04.  When  I  first  superintended  the  Sunday 
school,  the  number  present  was  twenty- three  pupils,  including  a 
class  of  eight  young  ladies  who  left  a  few  weeks  after,  and  had  made 
up  their  mind  to  leave  from  the  beginning.  At  present,  the  number 
18  forty-two ;  and  every  Sunday  brings  us  some  new  ones.  I  have 
the  prospect  of  securing  two  more  teachers,  and  a  gentleman  to  take 
charge  of  our  library,  and  lead  in  the  singing.  Had  I  not  been 
obliged  to  spend  much  of  my  time  in  the  fulfilment  of  engagements 
contracted  before  my  connection  with  the  chapel,  and  which  I  could 
not  properly  give  up  at  once,  a  great  deal  more  would  have  been 
accomplished  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Sunday  school.  If  any 
doubts  remain  in  my  mind  concerning  my  success  in  the  mission  at 
large,  there  is  none  left  in  regard  to  that  of  this  portion  of  it  I 
know  that  the  children  love  me,  and  I  love  them. 

During  the  last  five  weeks,  my  health  has  been  so  poor,  that, 
besides  preaching,  superintending  the  Sunday  school,  attending  the 
Friday-evening  meetings,  and  performing  such  duties  as  marriage 
ceremonies  and  visiting  the  sick,  I  could  not  do  much  else,  espe- 
cially in  the  evening.  On  the  whole,  however,  the  little  that  has 
been  done  in  less  than  three  months,  by  one  who  labored  under 
many  disadvantages,  is  a  fair  indication  of  how  much  more  could  be 
accomplished  by  a  better  man,  placed,  as  he  would  now  be,  in  very 
different  circumstances.  Let  a  faithful,  disinterested,  and  self-sacri- 
ficing American  minister  be  appointed;  let  him  enter  into  the 
already  prepared  field  with  no  worldly  views  or  human  considera- 
tions and  purposes ;  let  him  use  no  other  than  religious  and  moral 
means  to  reach  the  hearts  of  the  people, — and  his  mission  cannot  fail. 
The  good  result  may  not  be  sudden ;  but  it  will  be  so  much  the  more 
certain  and  permanent.  What  takes  the  longest  time  in  growing, 
lives  the  longest.     No  labor  performed  in  the  name  of  Jesus, 
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and  with  the  right  spirit,  was  ever  unblessed ;  nor  is  the  man  yet 
born  who  trusted  in  God  and  was  disappointed.  Though  I  have 
ministered  to  these  people  only  a  short  time,  I  love  and  esteem 
them,  and  feel  deeply  interested  in  their  spiritual  welfare.  I  shall 
rejoice  on  the  day  when  I  hear  that  a  good  pastor  is  sent  to  lead 
and  comfort  them,  and  will  gladly  go  back  to  speak  a  word  of  cheer 
to  many  with  whom  no  one  finds  time  to  sympathize. 

Wholly  yours  in  the  charity  of  Jesus,  and  for  the  work  of  his 
blessed  gospel,  J.  B.  Tobbicelli. 

Feb.  26,  1862. 


MRS.  E.  D.  BARRY'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Ezacative  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen,  —  Through  a  kind  Providence,  I  have  been  able 
to  pursue  my  duties  the  past  year  with  but  few  interruptions.  My 
health  has  enabled  me  to  labor  with  new  energy.  My  sphere  of 
usefulness  has  been  broad  and  interesting ;  and  the  cry  has  been 
everywhere  heard,  "  Come  and  help  us."  When  the  din  of  war 
first  fell  upon  our  ears,  and  the  dark  clouds  gathered  thick  and  fast 
over  the  horizon  of  our  blessed  country,  many  hearts  were  sad,  and 
feared  to  look  forward  to  the  coming  winter,  fearing  much  suffering 
would  ensue ;  but  it  has  passed,  and  proved  to  all  of  us,  that  God,  in 
his  great  goodness,  provides  for  all  the  exigencies  of  life,  and, 
in  his  infinite  wisdom,  dispels  our  strongest  fears.  Much  has  been 
done  to  help  the  poor  in  getting  the  soldiers'  work :  it  has,  indeed, 
made  whole  neighborhoods  comfortable.  Thus  our  means  could  be 
devoted  to  other  cases  of  want.  Here  I  would  acknowledge  my 
deep  gratitude  for  the  kindness  and  prompt  attentions  of  the  almo- 
ners of  the  Young  Men's  Benevolent  and  Howard  Society,  who 
have  aided  me  so  much  the  past  winter;  also  to  my  kind  and 
thoughtful  friend  Dr.  Bigelow,  who  has  ever  remembered  my  poor's 
purse,  without  which  I  could  have  done  but  little.  My  walks  have 
covered  the  same  space  as  usual,  —  from  Castle  Street  to  Boxbury 
line ;  having  families  scattered  all  the  way.  I  have  devoted  my 
time  wholly  in  supplying  their  wants  so  far  as  possible,  and  clothing 
the  children  with  warm  and  comfortable  garments.  I  feel  most 
deeply  indebted  to  the  warm-hearted  ladies  who  reside  near  my 
mission-room,  who  have  so  kindly  come  in,  and  worked  so  fiuthfally. 
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Many  jears  past  have  thej  helped  me  and  cheered  me.  When  we 
labored  at  the  Stone  Chapel,  they  were  untiring  in  their  efforts,  and 
still  feel  the  same  interest ;  which  I  feel  assured  will  never  be  less, 
with  the  sister  of  our  beloved  and  lamented  brother,  Deacon  Grant, 
at  the  head  of  our  circle.  I  have  spent  from  one  to  two  hours 
every  day  in  my  mission-room,  except  Saturday ;  have  received  over 
two  thousand  calls  at  my  room,  for  work  and  advice  and  clothing ; 
have  provided  places  for  sixty  children  and  adults ;  have  had  an 
evening  service  on  Friday  evening ;  and  on  Tuesdays,  when  desired, 
with  the  sick.  Here  I  would  say  that  some  of  the  most  hallowed 
associations  cluster.  The  many  years  of  my  labor  from  week  to 
week  with  our  dear  brother  Cruft,  whilst  in  word  and  song  we 
sought  to  establish  a  more  living  &ith  in  the  blessed  Saviour  and 
in  God,  have  been  very  precious,  and  without  one  unpleasant 
remembrance.  May  God  bless  him  in  his  new  field  of  labor 
—  wherever  it  may  be  —  with  abundant  success  I  and  may  all  his 
crosses  be  as  ladders  to  lead  him  to  heaven! 

I  regret  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  not  been  able  the  past 
winter  to  find  a  place  for  my  sewing-school.  I  was  most  anxious 
to  continue  it:  but  my  mission-room  was  too  dark;  the  children 
being  able  to  see  only  a  little  while  in  the  afternoon.  Thus,  for 
want  of  a  place,  I  was  compelled  to  give  it  up.  The  infant-class, 
where  so  many  of  my  fondest  hopes  centre,  is  still  in  a  very  prosper- 
ous condition.  While  the  upper  school  has  been  scattered,  mine 
remains  the  same,  with  one  exception.  In  looking  over  my  num- 
ber, I  missed  one  child,  whose  bright  little  face  I  have  been  wont  to 
see  every  sabbath,  and  whose  little  voice  rose  in  high  strains  of 
praise.  She  was  with  us  two  weeks  ago,  and  sung,  never  more 
sweetly,  the  little  song,-^ 

'*  Around  the  throne  of  God  in  heaven, 
Thonaands  of  children  stand,  — 
Children  whose  sins  are  all  forgiven,  — 
A  holy,  happy  band." 

But  she  was  taken  ill ;  and,  after  singing  in  a  loud  and  clear  voice 
her  favorite  song,  she  sweetly  fell  asleep,  to  wake  in  heaven.  We 
have  lost,  but  heaven  has  gained. 

I  have  given  out  the  last  year  two  hundred  and  fifty  garments 
and  fifty  pairs  of  shoes,  and  have  fitted  up  over  eighty  bonnets. 
Thus  have  I  labored  on,  recognizing  in  each  brother  and  sister  an 
immortal  nature;  and  believing,  that,  under  the  coarse  covering, 
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there  was  many  a  noble  heart  In  this  mission  and  its  officers  I 
have  the  greatest  faith.  God  knows  how  near  mj  heart  are  its  best 
interests ;  and  when  I  have  seen  it  wane,  then  have  I  felt  still  more 
deeply.  Our  numbers  who  attend  at  the  chapel-service  are  bat 
few :  our  band  is  broken,  and  are  not,  as  has  been  reported,  increas- 
ing. May  our  highest  views  of  religion  and  Christian  philanthropy 
ever  cheer  us  to  do  all  we  can,  and  our  fiiith  be  to  leave  results 
with  God! 

Respectfully  submitted.  E.  D.  Barrt. 

CAXTOlf-STIUST  MUSIOX-RoOM. 


REPORT   OF   MISS   MERRILL. 

To  the  Ezecative  Committee'  of  the  Beneyolent  Fraternity  of  Churches.        • 

Gentlemen,— To  one  who  labors  in  the  ministry-at-Iarge,  what 
peculiar  meaning  is  given  to  those  words  of  Jesus,  ^The  field 
is  the  world "  I  And,  because  we  believe  those  words,  we  have 
heeded  the  call  of  the  Saviour,  and  try  to  **  feed  his  lambs."  Many 
there  are  to  be  fed  with  the  bread  of  life.  Some  have  never  tasted, 
—  do  not  even  know  there  is  any  but  temporal  food ;  others  are  long- 
ing, but  know  not  where  or  how  to  find  divine  nourishment ;  others 
seek,  and  do  find.  To  us  in  this  ministry  is  given  the  blessed  privi- 
lege of  carrying  to  each  of  these  classes  the  good  tidings  of  the 
gospel. 

In  the  small  portion  of  the  field  in  which  I  work,  there  are  three 
direct  means  used  by  me  to  accomplish  good* 

The  Sunday  School.  —  The  infant-class  has  been  under  my  charge 
for  some  years.  It  holds  two  sessions  on  each  Sunday.  In  the 
morning  session,  the  school  is  divided  into  nine  classes,  taught  by 
the  same  number  of  teachers  from  a  little  book  entitled  ^  The 
Life  of  Jesus,"  which  was  written  for  their  special  benefit  by  tbeir 
kind  pastor,  and  contains  narratives  and  parables  irom  the  life  and 
teachings  of  Jesus.  At  the  noon  session,  they  form  but  one  class, 
though  under  the  care  of  four  teachers ;  and  are  questioned  by  me 
on  the  morning  lesson  for  fifteen  minutes.  I  then  give  them  a  prac- 
tical lesson  suited  to  their  young  minds  as  well  as  I  can  render  it 
These  exercises  are  very  interesting  and  encouraging.    To  see  how 
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readilj  those  little  children  learn  the  difference  between  selfishness, 
self-interest,  benevolence,  and  piety  ;  to  see  how  quickly  they  choose 
the  benevolent  and  pious  character,  rather  than  the  selfish  one, — only 
goes  to  show  that  nature  loves  the  good,  and  would  yield  to  and 
receive  divine  truth.  And  does  it  not  show,  that,  if  we  did  our  part, 
every  child  would  be  regenerated  and  become  a  child  of  the  good 
Father,  be  his  when  young,  and  so  be  saved  from  evil,  and  turn  from 
sin  to  Christ  and  God  ?  My  aim  in  these  lessons  is  to  have  them 
carry  away  a  love  for  the  good,  and  a  longing  to  attain  to  the  true 
and  noble ;  to  have  them  hate  sin,  and  never  walk  in  its  shadow  • 
to  have  them  love  their  good  Father  in  heaven,  with  the  hope,  that, 
if  the  tender  heart  is  turned  heavenward,  the  whole  after-being  may 
grow  not  only  beautiful,  but  strong,  and  be  able  to  resist  all  forms  of 
evil ;  and,  what  is  more,  be  able  to  yield  abundant  fruit,  in  all  forms 
good.  This  year  we  have  had  what  we  have  long  hoped  for,  —  a 
library  added  to  this  schooL  We  have  named  it  *^  The  Edmands 
Library,"  in  memory  of  the  loved  and  departed  donor.  Could  she 
witness  the  joy  with  which  the  little  ones  take  their  books,  she 
would  be  happy  indeed;  for,  ^'inasmuch  as  ye  do  it  unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these,  ye  do  it  unto  me." 

Calls.  —  The  greater  part  of  my  time  is  occupied  in  calling.  In 
direct  conversation,  the  greatest  good  can  be  done  during  the  week. 
Questions  are  continually  being  asked, —  we  would  seek  to  answer 
them ;  doubts  are  to  be  removed ;  religious  interest  is  to  be  awa- 
kened or  cherished ;  the  sinful  and  indifferent  are  to  be  aroused.  We 
would  seek  to  bring  all  such  to  the  chapel,  where  they  will  breathe 
a  religious  atmosphere.  The  sick  and  sorrowing  rejoice  to  be  mi- 
nistered unto.  In  these  ways,  by  the  wayside,  and  in  prepared 
ground,  I  endeavor  to  sow  the  good  seed. 

Besides  these  calls,  numerous  Sunday-school  children  are  visited. 
Those  in  the  infant-class  I  take  under  my  special  care ;  and  often  go 
to  their  homes,  and  try  to  meet  their  temporal  and  spiritual  wants. 
Much  time  and  money  have  often  to  be  spent  in  meeting  their  bodily 
wants  ;  for  the  body  must  often  be  clothed  and  fed,  that  the  soul  may 
be  well  cared  for :  therefore  this  visiting  of  Sunday-school  pupils 
is  essential  to  the  welfare  of  our  school.  Long  may  this  school  live, 
and  do  its  work  of  bringing  lambs  into  the  Shepherd's  fold ! 

Meetings.  —  In  meetings  we  have  a  good  deal  of  faith ;  for^  where 
two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  there  is 
an  influence  which  has  been  promised  to  such.     I  attend  regularly 
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at  the  chapel-services  on  Sunday,  and  am  thankful  mj  lot  has  been 
cast  in  such  a  spiritual  home.  I  attend  and  assist  somewhat  at  the 
"  pastor's  social  circle,"  ^  the  weekly  rehearsals,**  "  the  singing 
class/'  ^  the  weekly  teachers'  meeting,"  and  two  neighborhood  meet- 
ings. I  hold  a  conversation-meeting,  where  I  take  the  subjects 
from  the  ''Practical  Question  Book"  which  is  used  in  Sunday 
school.  We  talk  upon  the  subject,  ask  questions  upon  it,  and  then 
urge  it  to  be  practised  till  we  meet  again.  In  this  I  have  great 
faith ;  for  I  find  a  few  hearts  always  ready  and  waiting  to  receive 
new  or  old  truths,  and  desirous  to  run  the  Christian  race.  May 
they  run,  and  never  tire,  but  endure  to  the  end,  that  they  may  be 
saved, — saved  from  misery  here  and  hereafter !  for  sin  brings  sorrow 
and  suffering  everywhere,  and  the  Christian  spirit  yields  joy  and 
peace  ever. 

In  these  ways  and  by  these  means  I  try  to  carry  out  the  objects 
of  this  ministry. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

F.  S.  Merrill. 

Feb.  14,  1862. 


Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee. 

RDFUS   ELLIS,  Secretary. 
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George  W.  Fox Secretary. 
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NOTE. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Fraternity  Is  on  the  first  Sunday  of  Mareh.  The  eontributlons 
of  the  Branches  should  be  pi^d  before  the  first  day  of  March,  when  the  financial  year  begins. 

The  Meeting  for  Organisation  is  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  Mareh. 

The  other  regalar  meetings  are  on  the  first  Sunday  of  June,  the  second  Sunday  of  October, 
and  the  second  Sunday  of  December. 

The  Delegates  u«  dirlded  into  Monthly  Committees.  Each  Committee,  during  its  month, 
▼isiis  the  Chapels  and  Sunday  Schools  in  Pitts  Street,  Canton  Street,  Hanorer  Street,  Wash- 
ington Village,  aad  at  the  comer  of  Shawmut  Avenue  and  South  TmUams  Street  They  can, 
if  they  see  fit,  also  attend  the  week-day  serrices  of  the  Ministers. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  Delegates  should  Inform  the  Branches  of  the  working  of  the 
Ministry-at-Large. 
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REPORT, 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Beuevolent  Fraternity  of 
Churches  respectfully  report,  that  no  changes  have  been 
made  during  the  past  year  in  the  corps  of  ministers  and 
missionaries  employed  under  your  auspices,  save  that  Rev. 
Mr.  Uebelacker  has  resigned,  and  left  the  State.  The  chapels 
are  in  good  condition ;  and,  in  general,  all  is  going  on  well. 
This  must  be  qualified,  in  some  degree,  in  relation  to  the 
South  Mission,  where,  as  the  Central  Board  have  long  been 
aware,  the  afiairs  of  the  Fraternity  have  not  been  in  as  good  a 
state  as  we  could  wish.  At  the  quarterly  meeting  in  June, 
1862,  a  vote  was  passed,  requesting  the  Executive  Committee 
''  to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  a  change  in  the 
South  Mission."  In  accordance  with  this  vote,  the  Committee 
gave  their  most  earnest  attention  to  this  subject.  During  the 
summer  and  autumn,  we  were  encouraged  in  the  hope  that 
every  thing  could  be  arranged  satisfactorily,  and  that  the  Mis- 
sion might  be  placed  on  as  good,  if  not  on  a  better,  founda- 
tion than  ever  before.  We  were  in  treaty  with  a  gentleman 
who  seemed  eminently  qualified  to  fill  the  position  of  Minis- 
ter at  Large  ;  but,  owing  to  circumstances  entirely  beyond 
the  control  of  the  Committee,  the  project  failed.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  attendance  at  the  Canton-street  Chapel,  which 
had  been,  from  various  causes,  gradually  diminishing,  be- 
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came  at  length  so  small,  that  your  Committee  deemed  it  to  be 
necessary  to  discontinue  the  use  of  the  audience-room  in  that 
building  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease ;  viz.,  Jan.  1, 1863. 
Mrs.  Babby  continues  her  labors  as  before  in  one  of  the 
rooms  of  the  Chapel,  which  has  been  retained  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  the  minister,  Bev.  Mr.  Tobbicelli,  still  continues 
in  the  employ  of  the  Fraternity,  as  missionary  to  the  foreign- 
ers in  the  city ;  in  which  capacity  the  Executive  Conunittee 
have  sanguine  hopes  that  he  will  be  very  successftd. 

The  Committee  have  also  agreed  to  pay  the  rent  of  Tuck- 
erman  Hall,  on  the  comer  of  Dover  and  Washington  Streets, 
in  which  missionary  meetings,  religious  services,  &c.,  are  to 
be  regularly  held ;  so  that  the  Mission  is  still  being  carried 
on  in  the  south  section  of  the  city  to  a  considerable  extent 
Meanwhile,  we  are  using  all  our  most  earnest  endeavors  to 
obtain  a  new  place  for  a  chapel,  and  hope  soon  to  be  able 
to  report  progress. 

There  is  reason  for  prudence  in  action  in  regard  to  this 
Mission  at  present,  connected  with  the  financial  affairs  of 
the  Fraternity.  The  interest  due  from  the  purchasers  of  the 
Sufiblk-street  Chapel  has  not  been  paid  regularly  of  late ; 
and  the  Executive  Committee  were  in  such  doubt  what  to 
do  in  the  matter,  that  a  special  meeting  of  the  Fraternity 
was  called  to  consider  the  subject.  At  that  meeting,  a  letter 
was  read  from  the  Conunittee  of  the  Society  worshipping  in 
the  Chapel,  containing  certain  propositions,  of  which  you 
instructed  the  Executive  Committee  to  accept  the  first ;  viz., 
to  receive  91»200  as  the  interest  on  mortgage-notes  held  by 
the  Fraternity,  two  of  which  are  already  overdue.  This 
was  virtually  presenting  the  purchasers  with  $300;  the 
whole  amount  of  interest  due  Jan.  1, 1868,  being  $1,500. 
Whether  the  interest  will  in  future  be  promptly  paid,  or 
whether  we  shall  eventually  become  again  owners  of  the 
building,  is  at  present  wholly  uncertain.    For  this  reason. 
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the  Committee  do  not  think  it  expedient  at  present  to  involve 
the  Fraternity  in  any  great  outlay ;  but  would  advise  a  per- 
severance in  the  present  arrangements,  with  the  hope  that, 
before  long,  we  may  be  able  to  satisfy  the  expectations  of 
every  one  interested. 

Appended  to  this  are  the  Beports  of  the  Treasurer,  and  of 
your  ministers  and  missionaries,  which  give  a  complete  ac- 
count of  the  doings  of  the  past  year,  and  certainly  prove 
that  the  Fraternity  is  accomplishing  a  vast  amount  of 
good. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  Committee. 

CHAS.  D.  HOMANS, 

Secretary. 
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To  the  BzecutiTe  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Phtternity  of  Ghnrchee. 

Gbntlbmsn:  .  .  •  Novelty  in  my  Report  may  not  be  antici- 
pated. My  work  is  substantially  the  same  from  year  to  year,  — 
modified,  indeed,  by  changes  in  circumstances,  tltfe  state  of  the  times, 
and  the  varied  conditions  of  onr  population.  These  are  shifting  as 
the  seasons  course,  with  features  more  or  less  marked,  especially 
under  the  shaping  influences  of  a  great  public  crisis  like  the  present 
Still,  the  general  character  of  the  work  (in  the  absence  of  any  new 
instructions  from  your  Committee)  has  remained  unchanged.  The 
same  instrumentalities  have  been  employed,  —  none  of  them  dis- 
carded ;  the  same  classes  of  objects  and  duties  and  interests  kept  in 
view ;  and  all  the  time  that  health  and  strength  would  permit  has 
been  given  to  their  care. 

My  duty,  chiefly,  is  visiting  from  house  to  house,  ministering 
to  the  poor,  the  afflicted  and  suffering,  the  wretched  and  outcast. 


6  TWENTY-NINTH   ANNUAL  BEPOBT. 

in  their  manifold  necessities.  The  list  of  families  embraced  in  mj 
circuit  varies  firom  time  to  time.  The  poor,  in  general,  have 
no  fixed  abode.  Thej  are  here  to-daj,  —  to-morrow  gone ;  now 
in  this  street  or  court,  this  cellar,  chamber,  or  attic, — anon  re- 
moved elsewhere.  They  have  to  be  sought  out  anew ;  or,  as  in  the 
case  of  manj,  thej  are  sure  to  seek,  to  call,  and  claim  a  renewal 
of  the  kindly  offices  of  jour  missionary.  Visits  follow.  If  worthy 
and  promising,  the  families  are  succored  and  kept  in  charge  as 
objects  of  pastoral  care ;  otherwise  they  are  dropped  from  the  list, 
though  seldom  till  after  the  observations  and  inquiries  of  repeated 
visitations.  In  either  case,  steps  are  multiplied;  time  is  spent; 
labor  required,  it  may  be,  with  disappointment  The  anchor, 
grounded  in  hope,  often  comes  home ;  but  the  securing  of  but  one 
household  or  soul  to  sobriety,  honesty,  and  godliness,  is  deemed  an 
adequate  return  for  the  service  and  effort  performed. 

Others  there  are,  to  whom  I  am  called,  who  have  no  ^  City  of 
habitation."  They  are  in  Boston  a  while,  —  this  week,  this  month  or 
season ;  but,  the  next,  are  among  the  missing.  They  have  vanished. 
They  came  with  good  intentions,  in  the  hope  of  bettering  their  for- 
tunes ;  but,  crushed  between  ^  the  upper  and  nether  millstone "  of 
obstacles,  their  hearts  fail,  they  disappear.  Some  other  town,  dty, 
or  village,  they  have  sought ;  and  they  have  passed  beyond  the  sphere 
of  my  personal  watch  and  concern.  I  speak  not  of  Catholics.  Our 
native  population  is  instinctively  (at  least  proverbially)  migratory ; 
and  the  numbers  of  such  who  yearly  crowd  to  our  dty,  with  adven- 
turous but  disappointed  expectations,  is  sadly  laige.  They  are 
referred  to  us  perhaps,  or  personally  explored  and  sought  out. 
They  are  encouraged,  aided,  or  helped  away.  If  remaining,  they 
are  kept  in  charge,^ and  assisted  to  become  producers.  They  are 
also  directed  to  places  of  worship.  Their  children  are  placed  in 
day  or  Sunday  schools.  And  thus,  ultimately,  the  city  and  the 
public,  instead  of  being  losers,  are  absolute  gainers  on  the  whole  by 
the  fiux  and  re-flux  in  the  tides  of  this  miscellaneous  population. 
Others  we  find,  '*  to  the  manor  bom  "  or  long  assimilated,  to  whom 
the  visits  of  a  missionary  are  at  all  times  more  than  welcome. 
They  may  be  of  no  special  sect  in  their  training,  —  neither  of  this 
or  that  denomination  in  their  nominal  bringing-up ;  —  and  they  go 
not  to  church  nor  chapel.  Poverty,  with  many,  combines  to  hinder 
them  from  the  first,  —  want  of  decent  apparel  from  both ;  but  they 
are  no  foes  to  religion,  no  despisers  of  its  institutions.     They  have 
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some  sort  of  respect  for  it,  as  a  thing  good  in  itself,  —  a  superstitions 
apprehension,  it  may  be,  at  heart,  of  its  divine  aathority  and 
sanctities.  And  although  left  to  themselves,  strangers  to  worship 
and  holy  ordinances,  yet  both  message  and  messenger,  the  pres- 
ence and  voice  of  one  **  coming  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,"  are 
willingly  accepted  and  hearkened  to.  As  a  natural  sequence,  the 
otherwise  unwonted  offices  in  such  homes  of  scriptural  reading  and 
prayer,  proffered  with  affectionate  delicacy  and  tenderness,  are 
never  declined,  and  often  hailed  with  glad  and  grateful  satis^tion. 
Numerous  cases  of  this  description,  embraced  in  my  missionary 
walks,  with  the  duties  they  invite,  are  among  the  most  pleasing, 
and  not  the  least  profitable,  it  is  hoped,  of  my  ordinary  ministra- 
tions.* 

.  .  .  Collectively,  I  find  the  list  of  my  visits  among  the  families  of 
the  poor  somewhat  diminished  from  last  yearns  total ;  the  number 
recorded  for  the  twelvemonth  past  being  2,830.  Many  households, 
if  not  removed,  have  been  amply  provided  for  in  outward  comforts. 
Of  these,  not  a  few  were  with  us,  but  not  of  us.  •  .  •  They  and 
others  have. been  taken  in  charge  by  friendly  and  careful  hands. 
Husbands,  sons,  brothers,  or  fathers,  are  in  the  army.  Those  left  be- 
hind share  their  pay  or  bounty,  and  principally  (too  exclusively,  we 
apprehend)  the  incidental  advantages  derived  from  such  connection. 
Others  on  our  list  have  gone  from  the  city;  and,  altc^ther,  the  num- 
ber of  visitable  families  has  been  propordonably  reduced.  Greater 
attention  has  been  given  to  objects  elsewhere.  If  fewer  in  number 
the  objects,  they  have  received  more  sympathy,  aid,  and  considera- 
tion. 

Surprising  as  it  may  seem  to  some,  in  these  days  of  unnatural 
hectic  prosperity  on  the  part  of  the  rich,  with  so  much  given  to  the 
military,  so  many  drained  off  for  the  war,  such  provision  for  their 
dependants, »- surprising  it  may  appear  that  destitution  remains; 
that  it  exists  in  many  aggravated  forms,  here  in  Boston.  Unques- 
tionably, it  has  been  abated,  —  to  be  followed  sooner  or  later,  we 
fear,  by  a  crash,  financially,  all  round.  But  meanwhile,  poverty — 
stark  poverty  —  lurks  or  creeps  amongst  us,  unreached  by  the  copi- 
ous, refreshing  rills  from  the  present  monstrous  outflow  of  public  and 

*  An  old  family  Bible  laid  by  in  a  dusty  ooraer,  faded  and  soiled,  dog's-eared 
and  smoked,  Icept  from  old  memory  and  associations*  sake, — an  heir-loom  not  to  be 
parted  from, — is  often,  when  spied  and  brought  forth,  the  readiest  introduction 
to  religions  conyerse  and  the  domestic  offices  of  piety  which  follow. 
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private  treasure ;  and  the  wants  of  the  needj,  by  the  stimulated  cost 
of  the  bare  necessaries  of  livnigy  are  onlj  the  more  increased  and 
intensified.  I  have  labored  among  them,  have  known  their  straits, 
seen  their  sufferings,  witnessed  their  patience  and  submission, 
their  heroic  self-denial  endured  as  a  common  sacrifice  for  their 
country's  cause.  I  have  relieved  where  I  could,  to  the  extent  of  my 
means,  their  temporal  needs ;  blessmg  God  for  the  privil^e  of  so 
far  ameliorating,  if  achieving  no  higher  good,  the  pressure  of 
dire  necessities. 

Among  my  walks,  or  from  house  and  office,  I  have 
and  sent  out  278  copies  of  the  Scriptures, —  namely.  Bibles,  81 ; 
Testaments,  85;  Psalms,  in  a  cheap  and  attractive  form,  157:  also 
of  books,  large  and  small,  280  volumes ;  and  of  printed  sheets, 
papers,  and  tracts,  chiefly  adapted  to  the  times,  upwards  of  four 
thousand  publications. 

The  Central  Office  has  been  daily  visited,  its  duties  superintended, 
and  correspondence  conducted,  as  usuaL 

To  the  Home  of  Aged  Indigent  Females  —  an  institution  woiv 
thy  of  all  praise  and  patronage  —  my  usual  services  have  been 
rendered.  Religious  instruction  and  consolation  have  been  supplied 
as  conditions  and  drcnmstances  have  called  for,  and  preaching  held 
on  Sunday  or  week-days  during  four  months  of  the  year  last  past. 
This  service,  cheerfully  lent  during  the  last  ten  years,  is  now  relin- 
quished to  other  and  abler  hands ;  liberating  so  much  more  of  my 
time  to  the  restrictive  duties  of  my  ministry.  A  Bible  dass  has 
been  taught,  as  heretofore,  on  the  noonday  of  each  sabbath. 

My  Evening  School,  Pitts  Street,  has  shared  a  large  measure  of 
my  cares  and  solicitudes.  Circumstances  have  compelled  it.  Its 
opening  was  awaited  with  impatience  by  the  masses  for, whom  it  was 
designed.  An  extraordinary  interest,  indeed,  was  manifested  in  that 
quarter.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  difficulty  was  never  so  trying, 
of  securing  a  sufficient  number  of  laborers  for  the  task  of  instruction. 
Many  of  our  old  corps  had  disappeared,  — gone  to  the  tented  field, 
teaching  the  **  contrabands,"  or  banished  from  the  city  by  the  derange- 
ments of  business  incident  to  our  great  struggle.  Young  men  at 
home,  young  women  also,  —  ladies  to  whom  we  have  looked  for 
help  in  our  emergencies,  never  before  in  vain,  —  were  so  engrossed 
with  affairs  and  interests  (the  benevolent  occupations  on  the  part 
of  the  latter)  connected  with  the  Great  Thought  of  the  hour, —  these 
were  wanting  to  our  call.    The  school,  nevertheless^  commenced,  •— 
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with  a  rush  at  the  outset.  IJpwards  of  seven  hundred  names  of 
scholars,  collectively,  in  the  two  departments,  have  been  booked  dur- 
ing the  season,  (713  in  all ;  namelj,  228  in  the  girls'  division,  and 
485  in  the  joung  men's  and  lads').  Besides  these,  we  have  rejected 
from  fiftj  to  a  hundred  applicants,  —  names  not  registered,  from 
want  of  room  and  deficiencj  of  teachers.  Our  list  of  scholars 
exceeds  the  aggregate,  with  a  single  exception,  of  anj  previous 
year ;  that  of  instructors  has  been  lamentably  and  disproportionably 
less.  Some  forty  helpers  in  this  good  work,  stated  or  occasional, 
have  lent  their  patient  and  invaluable  services,  —  several  of  the 
teachers  having  undertaken  the  charge  of  double  classes ;  and,  alto- 
gether, the  business  has  gone  on,  in  the  accomplishment  of  a  great 
measure  of  good  and  to  the  eminent  praise  of  the  various  labori- 
ous assistants.*  The  death  of  our  late  valued  superintendent  f 
required  the  selection  of  a  new  head  to  the  Male  Department 
of  the  school.  Samuel  Condon,  Esq.,  was  invited  to  succeed.  His 
^  services,  faithfully  and  diligently  performed,  are  entitled  to  particu- 

lar and  honorable  mention.  A  vacancy  in  the  superintendence  of 
the  Female  Department  has  been  filled  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  I^.  Saw- 
yer. Her  intelligence,  devotion,  and  zeal  in  the  discharge  of  her 
duties,  deserve  special  notice  in  the  Report  of  your  missionary.  .  •  . 
On  the  whole,  there  has  been  much  labor,  much  toil  and  effort  spent 
in  the  management  and  working  of  the  school ;  but  the  result,  bet- 
ter than  our  fears,  has  been  a  marked  and  crowning  success.  % 

Our  Poor's  Purse  has  been  liberally  supplied,  —  not  to  the 
extent  of  our  needs,  but  beyond  our  expectations.  The  following 
is  an  abstract  of  our  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  last 
past :  — 


*  Prominent  among  these,  I  deem  it  mj  duty  to  give  the  following  names,  in 
the  Hale  Department;  yiz.,  Messrs.  Thaddeus  W.  Nichols,  William  S.  Peabody, 
Samuel  S.  Shaw,  George  M.  Faught,  Simon  W.  Hathaway,  Timothy  Bigelow,  George 
Johnson,  Jan.,  William  D.  Smith,  D.  W.  Watson,  S.  G.  Condon,  Geo.  H.  Dean,  Henry 
Johnson,  Q*  M.  Dennis,  M.  Devlin,  Edward  S.  Grew.  Also,  of  Ladies,  teachers  in  the 
Female  Department:  Hiss  Abby  Davis,  Hrs.  Catherine  Lord  and  daughter,  Hiss 
Caroline  G.  Jaquith,  Misses  Lanra  and  Eugenia  Look,  Misses  Olivia  and  Emily 
Forister,  Miss  Ellen  J.  Horace,  Miss  Harriet  Gates,  and  Miss  Anna  M.  Phillip. 

t  Charles  J.  Adams,  Esq. 

I  Besides  natives  and  Provincials,  we  have  had  scholars  firom  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland;  the  latter,  of  coarse,  predominant.  Also,  Welsh  and  Scandinavians, 
Germans,  French,  Italians,  Portuguese.  Of  the  special  varieties,  87  newsboys,  and 
firom  40  to  60  shoeblacks  (ifciners,  self-styled),  have  been  registered  on  our  list. 
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1862. 
June  16.    Reoeived  from  Charles  A.  Burrage,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of 

the  lienow  Fund $103.10 

Dee.  13.     ReceiTed  do.  do 103.10 

$206.20 
1863. 
Feb.  26.    Amount  of  general  voluntary  donations  in  aid  of  the 

charities  of  the  Ministry  at  Large 1,325.00 

Total  receipts $1,631.20 

Pw  Contra, 
1863. 
Feb.  26.    Debit  from  last  year's  account $16.00 

M    ,»      Paid  Office  expenses,  rent,  and  sundries 284.72 

M    „      Disbursements  in  charities 1,146.86 

$1,446.67 
„    „      Balance  in  hand  on  credit  to  new  account 84.6S 

Total $1,631.20 

Among  the  spontaneous  contributions  which  have  reached  ua, 
(included  in  the  above),  was  a  donation,  per  check,  of  $200,  from 
a  joung  ladj  whose  multiform  charities,  quietly  dispensed,  are  scat- 
tered over  many  a  parched  waste  of  suffering  humanity,  flowing  to 
gladden  and  to  bless, — like  some  coy  stream,  lending  freshness  and 
verdure  to  scenes  of  barrenness,  iiself  invisible,  but  whose  bright 
margent, 

"  With  Uvelior  green, 

Betrayfl  the  secret  of  its  silent  coorBe.*' 

To  the  ladies  of  the  Tuckerman  Circle  we  have  been  largely  in- 
debted for  additional  aid.  Their  contributions  to  the  Poor's  Purse 
of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  since  March  1,  1862,  have  amounted 
to  $965.38.  It  should  be  understood  that  this  association  — 
**  Circle,"  so  called  (name  beautifully  expressive  of  the  collective 
graces  it  represents)  —  is  entirely  voluntary.  It  may  exist  or  dis- 
band, give  or  withhold,  bestow  much  or  little ;  and  to  none  is  it 
accountable.  The  sole  responsibility  is  with  the  Ministers  at  Large, 
to  whom  its  bounty  is  confided  in  sacred  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor ;  a  stewardship  gratefully  welcomed,  not  unmixed  with  the 
anxious  effort  at  its  just  and  faithful  discharge.* 


*  Special  yearly  Reports  are  made  to  the  Ladies'  Circle  by  the  senior  Minister  at 
Large,  at  their  Anniversary  Meeting  held  on  the  last  Friday  of  December.  Mrs. 
Thomas  B.  Wales  is  the  President  of  the  Association;  Miss  Elizabeth  Quincy  Gnild, 
the  Secretary. 
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Few  misoellaneoos  oontribations  have  reached  us  firom  other 
quarters ;  the  war,  with  its  inexorable  demands,  absorbing  all  inter- 
ests. One  ladj,  a  constant  benefactress,  has  blessed  us  hj  an  order 
for  fifty  dollars  in  goods  on  the  Needlewoman's  Friend  Society ;  and 
to  some  half-dozen  others  we  have  been  indebted  for  valuable 
bundles. 

Bespectfullj  submitted, 

Andrew  Bigelow. 

Fkb.  26, 1868. 


REV.  MR.  WINKLEY'S  REPORT. 

^  Gentlemen,  —  Are  jou  aware  how  many  individuals  and  fami- 

lies there  are,  in  this  goodly  city,  who  attend  no  place  of  wor- 
ship ?  No  doubt,  you  think  the  number  is  large ;  but  were  the 
thousands,  not  of  foreigners,  but  of  Americans,  gathered  before  you, 
who  would  just  as  much  deliberate  what  minister  should  officiate  at 
a  marriage  or  funeral  ceremony  as  what  lawyer  should  plead  a  case, 
you  would  be  astonished. 

Well,  what  of  it  ?  Suppose  these  many  see  fit  to  remain  at 
home,  or  take  a  ride  or  walk,  or  make  a  call,  or  transact  a  little 
business,  instead  of  attending  church :  what  of  it  ?  It  is  true, 
boys  and  girls  should  go  to  school.  If  there  are  not  schools,  the 
city  must  furnish  them.  If  the  pupils  will  not  come,  the  police  must 
look  aflen  truants.  But,  then,  schools  are  different  from  churches. 
"H  Schools  teach  reading  and  writing,  geography  and  arithmetic ;  and 

going  to  church  is .    Well,  gentlemen,  is  what?    Is  it  of  any 

thing  like  the  importance  for  us  all  to  come  under  religious  influ- 
ences that  it  is  for  children  to  attend  school  ? 

Were  you  to  meet  any  of  these  thousands  who  fail  to  assemble 
with  those  who,  by  worship,  recognize  the  existence  of  God,  and 
awaken  the  consciousness  of  the  presence  of  our  best  Friend,  what 
would  you  counsel  ?  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  every  one 
who  has  clearly  defined  to  himself  the  purposes  of  worship,  and  is 
aware  how  the  individual's  welfare  depends  upon  the  heart's  rela- 
tion to  the  divine  Father,  would  exhort  these  wanderers,  and  say  to 
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them,  ^  Bj  all  means,  go ;  jom  some  religions  societj,  even  if  to  hear 
a  theology  I  cannot  accept,  or  to  join  in  services  which  are  any  thing 
but  harmonioas  with  my  own  tastes." 

What  is  more,  were  you  to  select  a  clerk  for  yoor  coanting-room, 
a  soldier  for  the  army,  or  a  man  for  an  office,  it  would  be  greatly  in 
his  favor  if  to  his  knowledge  and  other  fitness  he  added  a  reliable 
Christian  character. 

This  is  jost  what  you  said  in  erectbg  chapels  in  this  city.  This 
is  jast  what  you  have  repeated  in  continuing  them  this  year.  You 
are  thereby  calling  to  these  thousands,  **  Come,  buy  without  money 
and  without  price  what  is  as  freely  offered  to  you  as  knowledge  to 
your  children ;  namely,  the  knowledge  and  love  of  Grod,  without 
which  all  other  possessions  are  comparatively  of  little  worth." 
Tou  are  saying  this  as  the  public  schools  are  extending  their  invita- 
tion to  all  classes ;  to  those  who  have  a  few  dollars,  and  to  those 
that  have  many ;  to  those  whose  homes  are  virtuous,  and  to  those 
whose  homes  are  vicious ;  and  all  because  you  know  that  this  rela- 
tion to  Grod  is  more  important  than  dollars,  and  deeper  than  know- 
ledge, and  is  the  fountain  of  all  virtue ;  because  the  family  and  the 
nation  must  perish  without  it 

It  must  be  cheering  to  you,  then,  to  know  that  so  many  respond, 
in  one  way  or  another,  to  your  call.  If,  out  of  these  many  thousands 
of  men,  women,  and  children,  one  thousand  are  brought  under  this 
influence,  is  it  not  cause  for  gratitude  ?  Well,  at  least  that  number 
hover  around  Pitts-street  Chapel  as  a  religious  centre.  Not  that 
all  that  number,  or  one-half  of  it,  are  gathered  into  the  Chapel  regu- 
larly, or  ever  at  one  time :  if  they  were,  the  labor  of  woiking  this 
moral  vineyard  would  be  very  much  lessened.  Some  of  those  never 
saw  the  inside  of  the  Chapel ;  some  will  probably  never  see  it 
again ;  and  yet,  in  their  old  age,  their  sickness,  or  other  peculiar 
conditions,  they  are  essential  parts  of  this  portion  of  our  Father^s 
family. 

And  let  it  be  said  here,  no  one  but  a  Minuter  at  Large  knows  how 
poorly  his  congregation  represents  his  mission,  —  not  only  as  to 
numbers,  but  in  many  other  ways.  This  is  one  reason  why  the 
work  itself  has  never  been  fully  appreciated.  Although  the  only 
safe  and  generous  principle  in  this  country  is  Free  Church  and  not 
Poor  Church,  still  the  amount  of  temporal  ability  is  constantly  being 
over-estimated  by  the  respectable  appearance  of  the  worshippers. 
£.g^  the  whole  sum  raised  in  Pitts-street  Chapel,  during  this  last 
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year,  would  not  half  paj  one  bill  of  needful  things  scattered  among 
this  one  thousand.  Another  mistake  is  as  to  intelligence.  They  are 
Americans,  and  educated  at  the  public  schools,  and  carry  off  their 
full  share  of  medals,  and  stand  well  at  the  Latin,  High,  and  Normal 
schools :  so  that  the  intelligence  is  under-estimated,  as  the  temporal 
ability  is  over-estimated.  The  parents  are  certainly  as  shrewd,  in- 
dependent in  thought,  outspoken  in  language,  and  represent  as  many 
phases  of  politics,  philosophy,  and  religion,  as  almost  any  thousand 
in  this  dty.  Hence,  for  just  these  persons,  no  place  or  plan  is  now 
to  be  found  more  suited  to  their  especial  needs  than  the  freedom  of 
Pitts-street  Chapel. 

Owing  to  these  facts  it  is,  that  the  Pitts-street-chapel  Associates, 
a  literary  association  of  young  men,  has  flourished  so  well ;  and, 
when  not  flourishing,  has  maintained  an  existence  amid  circum- 
stances so  disheartening  as  the  heavy  draught  made  upon  its  num- 
bers by  this  civil  war. 
^  It  is  this  which  continues,  —  in  addition  to  the  noon  Sunday 

school,  another  in  the  morning,  in  which,  through  the  aid  of  three 
manuals  prepared  for  this  purpose,  a  thorough  course  of  biblical 
instruction  is  given. 

It  is  this  which  demands  a  meeting  for  the  teachers  weekly, 
and  which  renders  it  profitable  to  hold  it  at  two  different  tunes ;  so 
that  those  unable  to  attend  in  the  afternoon  may  come  in  the  even- 
ing, and  thus  all  be  prepared. 

It  is  this  which  renders  morning  courses  of  sermons  on,  0.^., 
Ecclesiastical  History,  not  only  interesting,  but  exceedingly  profit- 
able ;  because,  if  the  world  will  discuss  theology  as  if  each  man 
were  created  for  a  divine,  it  enables  those  most  interested  to  under- 
stand that  whereof  they  affirm. 
"^  Not  to  enumerate  other  agencies  in  the  same  line,  let  it  also  and 

especially  be  said,  that  it  is  this  intelligence,  freedom  of  thought,  and 
innate  self-respect,  which  opens  the  way  into  the  hearts  of  these  one 
thousand  individuab  to  accomplish  the  one  grand  object  for  which 
you  send  forth  your  minister ;  viz.,  to  lead  them  to  a  loving  relation 
to  our  Father  in  heaven  through  an  affectionate  faith  in  his  Son. 

And  this  leading  them  to  God  is  by  no  means  so  difficult  as  may 
be  imagined.  It  is  nothing  for  us,  to  what  it  is  for  those  holding 
dogmas  which  require  a  perversion  of  the  intellect  to  accept  before 
the  work  can  be  commenced.  The  practical  obstacle,  as  far  as  mov- 
ing persons  to  see  and  definitely  to  accept  Christianity,  is  the  impos- 
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sibility  of  readuBg  all  through  anj  one  instramentalitjy  or  often 
enough  through  all  agents.  Still,  the  afternoon  session  of  the  Sun- 
day School,  the  Sunday-evening  Conference  Meeting,  the  Tuesday- 
evening  Meeting  for  Religious  Conversation,  weekly  devotional 
meetings,  calls  at  my  house,  together  with  general  and  special  calls 
at  the  homes  of  this  one  thousand,  do  reach  and  affect  a  large  pro- 
portion of  them.  Could  the  same  thousand  be,  for  any  series  of 
years,  connected  with  the  same  Chapel,  very  many  of  them  would  be 
found,  in  the  spirit  of  adoption,  saying,  *'  Father,"  and  striving  hard 
to  be  perfect,  as  their  divine  Father  desires. 

As  it  is,  it  is  not  the  unwillingness  to  be  blessed  which  hinders 
the  work,  so  much  as  entire  ignorance  of  true  religion,  or  mistaken 
notions  concerning  what  is  necessary  to  become  Christians,  together 
with  the  utter  inability  of  two  individuals  to  reach  each  and  every 
one  of  this  changing  thousand  frequently  enough  to  have  the  case 
fairly  understood  and  accepted.  Were  those,  among  these  who  are 
already  interested,  persons  of  leisure,  so  much  would  they  delight  in 
increased  efforts  on  behalf  of  others,  that  much  more  labor  would  be 
bestowed,  and  more'  abundant  fruit  gathered.  As  it  is,  there  is 
ample  cause  for  gratitude  that  so  many  are  Christianized,  and  thus 
are  in  possession  of  God's  greatest  gift.  By  Christianized,  of  course, 
is  to  be  understood,  holding  such  relations  to  the  Father  as  result 
from  a  living  fiiith  in  the  Son.         * 

Seventeen  years'  experience  proves  one  fact :  not  only  is  it  our 
duty  to  lead  individuals  to  act,  at  all  times,  from  an  intelligent  inter- 
est in  Grod ;  but  it  is  the  only  course  by  which  poverty  and  vice 
may  be  not  only  the  most  successfully  prevented,  but  to  any  laige 
degree  removed.  If  all  the  agencies  for  moral  reform,  and  all  the 
appliances  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  humanity,  started  with  this 
aim,  the  work  could  in  no  field  be  any  thing  but  a  success. 

Therefore  is  it  to  this  point  that  all  that  is  done  at  the  Chapel 
is  directed.  Take,  for  example,  a  meeting  not  before  referred  to, 
and  one  in  which  it  would  seem  that  this  principle  could  not  be 
recognized,— the  Wednesday-evening  Soldiers'  Aid  Society.  This 
association  labors  for  *^the  boys,"  connected  with  Pitts-street 
Chapel,  now  in  the  army.  Incidentally,  it  has  done  somewhat  be- 
sides ;  but  these  are  its  especial  care.  Now,  who  are  these  boys  ? 
They  were  teachers  in  our  Sunday  school,  speakers  in  our  Confer- 
ence meetings,  active  supporters  of  the  Associates,  and  blesded 
co-workers  every  way.    And  what  are  they  now  ?    Our  representa- 
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tiyes  abroad.  They  are  upholding  the  cause  of  virtue  and  piety, 
and  are  thus  stemming  the  current  of  irreverence  and  vice.  All  the 
more  can  they  be  trusted  to  fight  for  the  nation's  flag.  They  are 
not  neglecting  home.  Every  letter  comes  laden  as  if  with  a  pastor's 
exhortation  and  counsels.  Not  all  are  thus,  of  course,  —  some  few 
are  very  far  from  it ;  but  there  is  hardly  one,  even  of  these  last, 
who  has  not  frankly  confessed  that  he  sees  the^  world's  need  of 
Christianity  as  never  before. 

Well,  gentlemen,  there  is  one  thousand,  at  least,  always  connected 
with  Pitts-street  Chapel,  —  a  changing  thousand,  —  a  thousand  in 
which  may  be  found  every  variety  of  age,  condition  (except  wealth), 
of  belief  and  unbelief,  and  of  character.  This  one  thousand  need 
temporal  aid,  human  sympathy,  and  piety,  that  they  may  have  both 
*'  the  life  which  now  is,  and  that  which  is  to  come."  The  condition 
of  all  this  is  godliness.  To  promote  this,  we  abundantly  use  money, 
meetings,  calls,  and  all  the  varied  means  which  we  can  devise ;  and 
although  we  accomplish  not  a  tithe  of  what  we  desire,  yet  we  by  no 
means  labor  in  vain. 

There  are  some  persons  who  prefer  to  see  the  plan  of  operation 
stated  briefly.  Therefore  allow  me  so  far  to  repeat  the  foregoing  as 
to  say,  that  — 

MomingB  are  spent  generally  in  calls ; 

Afternoom  and  evenxngt^  in  receiving  calls  and  holding  meet- 
ings. 

The  meetings  connected  with  the  Chapel  are  the  following:  — 

On  Monday  Evening The  Associates. 

ISuaday  Afternoon Teachers' Meeting. 

„        Evening ConTersation  Meeting. 

Weineaday  Afternoon Circle  and  a  Devotional  Meeting. 

„  Evening Soldiers'  Aid  Society. 

Tkuraday  Evening Teachers'  Meeting. 

Friday  !Memoon Devotional  Meeting. 

„      Evening Sii^ng  Class. 

SaHurday  Aflernoon A  Devotional  Meeting. 

Sunday Two  sessions  of  the  Sunday  school ; 

the  morning  and  afternoon  ser- 
vices;  Conrerence  meeting  in  the 
evening. 

This,  inclndmg  study  and  all  the  endless  and  unstatable  calls  of 
a  Minister  at  Large,  is,  in  general,  the  plan  of  operations  which 
abundantly  occupies  the  time,  both  of  my  faithful  colleague  Miss 
Frances  S.  Merrill,  and 

Yours  truly, 

S.    11.  WiNKLET. 
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REPORT   OF   REV.    MR.   OERRT. 

In  accordance  with  jour  request,  I  herewith  submit  my  fifih 
Annual  Report,  with  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Ministry 
at  Large  in  connection  with  the  Hanover-street  Chapel,  for  the  year 
ending  Feb.  9,  1863. 

Another  year  has  passed ;  during  the  whole  of  which,  aided  by  a 
kind  Providence,  I  have  been  permitted  to  pursue  my  labors  with- 
out interruption,  either  by  sickness  or  the  disturbed  conation  of 
the  country ;  and  have,  I  trust,  accomplished  as  much  for  the  objects 
of  my  misson  as  at  any  former  period  since  my  connection  with  it 

Let  me  give  a  statement  of  its  various  operations  during  the  past 
year. 

1.  The  Sunday  School  —  Eight  years  ago,  on  the  18th  of  De- 
cember, 1854,  Hanover-street-chapel  Sunday  School  was  opened 
for  the  first  time,  under  the  direction  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity 
of  Churches ;  and  has  since  been  a  blessing  to  hundreds  of  children 
who  have  been  connected  with  it.  Bev.  William  6.  Scandlin  was 
its  first  superintendent ;  who,  during  his  connection  with  the  school, 
labored  most  earnestly  to  increase  its  numbers  and  efficiency. 
During  the  autumn  of  1858, 1  became  its  superintendent ;  and,  for 
the  last  three  or  four  years,  it  has  been  in  a  prosperous  condition  ; 
and  the  evidence  is  not  wanting  to  show  that  its  infiuenoe,  at  the 
present  time,  is  being  felt  for  good,  not  only  in  the  section  of  the 
city  where  it  is  located,  but  also  in  distant  sections  of  the  country^ 
where  it  has  its  representatives  connected  with  the  army  and  navy. 
The  whole  number  of  pupils  on  our  roll  is  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine.  Of  this  number,  one  hundred  and  four  have  been  connected 
with  the  main  department ;  and  the  remainder,  with  an  infant-dass, 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Grerry.  In  addition  to  my  duties  as 
superintendent  of  the  school,  I  have  had  a  Bible  class,  composed  of 
men  and  women,  under  my  instruction. 

2.  Teachers.  —  The  number  of  teachers  connected  with  the 
school  18  eleven.  Most  of  our  teachers  are  connected  with  different 
churches  in  the  city ;  and  their  devoted  and  self-sacrificing  labors 
deserve  honorable  mention  in  this  Report.  I  feel  under  great  obli- 
gations to  Messrs.  Barrett  and  Rice  for  the  constant  and  efficient 
aid  rendered  in  the  instruction  and  government  of  the  school. 
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8.  7^6  Librcnry.  — The  number  of  books  in  the  library  has  been 
increased  daring  the  year  bj  generous  donations  received  from  the 
New  North  and  Second  Societies  in  this  city.  It  contains  upwards 
of  seven  hundred  volumes,  and  is  in  good  condition. 

4.  Singing  Meeting  far  Children,  —  During  the  year,  we  have 
maintained  a  weekly  singing  meeting  for  the  cultivation  of  sacred 
music  among  the  children  of  the  Sunday  school;  which,  without 
doubt,  has  had  the  effect  to  increase  their  interest  in  its  exercises, 
by  awakening  and  strengthening  the  religious  sentiment  in  their 
hearts.  Mr.  George  A.  Bennett  has  rendered  valuable  service  in 
this  department 

5.  Rdigioue  Service  for  Children,  —  The  first  sabbath  evening 
in  each  month  has  been  devoted  to  a  religious  service  adapted  to 
the  children  of  our  Sunday  school.  The  general  order  of  exer- 
cises on  these  occasions  has  been,  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  prayery 
singing  by  the  children,  and  addresses  from  gentlemen  interested  in 
our  school.  These  meetings  have  been  fully  attended  by  the 
children  and  their  parents,  and  much  satisfaction  has  been  expressed 
by  those  in  attendance. 

6.  Festivals,  —  During  the  year,  we  have  observed,  in  an  appro- 
priate manner,  Christmas,  Washington's  Birthday,  and  May  Day. 
In  the  month  of  September  last,  the  children  of  our  Sunday  school 
enjoyed  a  day  at  Green-Mountain  Grove  in  innocent  sports  and 
games,  and  rambles  among  the  trees  and  flowers.  During  the  day, 
they  were  bountifully  entertained  by  friends  connected  with  the 
First  Church  in  Medford,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Towne.  Besides  these  occasions,  the  children  have  enjoyed  several 
musical  festivals  arranged  expressly  for  their  amusement  and 
instruction. 

7.  Sunday-school  Gazette.  —  Our  thanks  are  due  to  friends  con- 
nected with  the  West  Church  and  the  Sunday-school  Society  for 
eighty  copies  of  the  '^Sunday-school  Gazette"  for  the  use  of  our 
school. 

8.  Modest  Workers,  —  This  is  a  name  given  by  myself  to  a  so- 
ciety of  girls  belonging  to  my  Sunday  school.  During  the  month 
of  August  last,  a  few  girls  formed  themselves  into  a  society  to  work 
for  the  soldiers.  When  this  humble  oi^anization  and  its  objects 
became  known,  several  friends  of  the  Chapel  aided  the  members  by 
Gofitributions  of  material  for  their  work.  To  date,  they  have  sent 
to  hospitals  located  at  Newbem,  Baltimore,  and  Frederick  City, 
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the  following^named  articles^  for  distribation  among  the  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers, — thirty-five  pillows,  one  dozen  towels,  thirtj^ix 
handkerchiefs,  eleven  pairs  slippers,  one  pair  of  socks,  one  chair 
cushion,  and  a  quantity  of  books  and  religious  newspapers.  I  have 
received  several  very  interesting  and  touching  letters  from  soldiers 
who  have  been  recipients  of  favors  from  this  society,  expressing 
their  thanks ;  which  has  served  to  encourage  these  Modest  Workers 
in  the  continuance  of  their  good  work. 

9.  Sewing  School  for  GirU.  —  The  Sewing  School  for  Girls  was 
commenced  on  Saturday,  Nov.  8;  and  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  have  joined  the  school.  Our  average  attendance  has  been  one 
hundred  and  four.  For  the  want  of  room,  and  a  sufficient  number 
of  teachers,  a  great  many  who  have  applied  for  admission  have 
been  sent  away.  We  regret  this ;  for  our  experience  in  this  branch 
of  our  labors  has  shown  very  satisfactory  results.  The  school  has 
been  divided  into  two  sections,  under  the  charge  of  Mrs.  Gerry  and 
Miss  Hannah  W.  Kendall.  The  different  classes  in  the  school 
have  been  instructed  by  the  following-named  ladies, — Mrs.  M.  A* 
Ferguson,  Miss  Mary  Cotton,  Mrs.  M.  T.  Rice,  Mrs.  Richardson, 
Miss  Carrie  Conant,  Miss  Lizzie  Bartol,  Miss  Anna  Lindgren, 
Miss  Ellen  Riggs,  and  Miss  £.  E.  Fessenden.  The  number  of 
garments  made  during  the  winter  is  a  hundred  and  fifty-one ;  all  of 
which  have  been  given  to  the  scholars  as  a  reward  for  their  industry 
and  good  conduct  For  material  to  carry  on  the  school,  we  are  in- 
debted to  Mrs.  Franklin  Story,  Mrs.  George  Kendall,  and  Messrs. 
S.  H.  Gookin,  Thomas  C.  Steams,  Charles  G.  Wood,  C.  H.  Burrage, 
and  J.  C.  Burrage. 

10.  Boys*  Meeting  and  Heading  Room,  —  I  will  now  make  a 
brief  statement  of  the  work  which  has  been  carried  on  in  connection 
with  my  Boys'  Meeting  and  Reading  Room.  This  institution  is 
designed  for  the  special  benefit  of  a  class  of  boys,  who,  though  not 
so  numerous  or  so  degraded  as  in  some  of  the  larger  cities  of  this 
and  other  countries,  are  nevertheless  sufficiently  so  to  create  alarm 
for  their  condition,  and  to  warrant,  in  my  opinion,  some  special  efibrt 
being  made  for  their  improvement  and  moral  welfare.  To  meet  this 
want  in  some  small  degree,  this  Boys'  Meeting  was  opened  at  the 
Chapel,  Jan.  8,  1859.  My  roost  sanguine  expectations  in  regard  to 
this  enterprise  have  been  realized ;  and  it  has,  I  trust,  proved  a 
blessing  to  the  four  hundred  boys  who  have  been  connected  with  it 
at  different  times.    One  evening  in  each  week,  the  boys  are  occupied 
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in  reading  the  books  from  a  well-selected  library,  the  best  illustrated 
newspapers,  and  in  interesting  themselves  with  dissected  maps,  and 
the  choicest  printed  games  that  I  am  able  to  select.  I  have  been 
obliged  to  limit  the  number  to  seventy;  although  double  that  number 
have  applied,  during  the  year,  for  admission.  I  am  indebted  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Woodman  and  Mr.  M.  T.  Rice  for  valuable  assistance 
rendered  in  this  department 

11.  The  United  Brothers.  —  This  association,  which  was  organ* 
ized  about  three  years  since,  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  notwith- 
standing its  numbers  have  been  greatly  thinned  on  account  of  the 
large  number  who  have  left  their  homes  to  engage  in  the  military 
service  of  the  country.  The  meetings  of  this  society  are  opened 
with  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  and  prayer ;  and  the  remainder 
of  the  time  is  devoted  to  business,  reading,  and  addresses.  The 
association  is  composed  of  working-men,  whose  advantages  for  im- 
provement are  very  limited. 

12.  Ladie^  Sewing  Circle.  —  The  Ladies'  Society,  composed  of 
ladies  from  different  churches  in  this  city,  has  been  in  operation 
since  November  last.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  so  many  ladies  are 
engaged  elsewhere  in  sewing  for  the  soldiers,  the  number  present  at 
their  meetings  has  been  small :  still,  they  have  rendered  much  as- 
sistance in  providing  clothing  for  the  children  of  our  Sunday  school. 
The  number  of  garments  made  by  this  society  has  been  seventy- 
five  ;  all  of  which  have  been  received  firom  the  faithful  hands  of 
their  Secretary,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Ferguson.  Donations  of  clothing  have 
also  been  received  from  Rev.  Amos  Smith's  Society,  Belmont; 
Mrs.  Abel  Kendall,  and  Mrs.  F.  H.  Story,  jun. ;  also  an  order  from 
Miss  M.  A.  Wales,  on  the  Needlewoman's  Friend  Society,  for 
fifly  dollars'  worth  of  clothing.  The  whole  number  of  garments 
distributed  by  Mrs.  Oerry  since  Nov.  1,  to  date,  has  been  three 
hundred  and  forty-five. 

13.  H.  &  O,  Literary  Astoeiaiion. — This  society  was  organized 
last  November ;  and  is  intended  to  furnish,  by  debates,  lectures,  books, 
declamations,  and  music,  advantages,  to  those  who  may  attend,  for 
intellectual  improvement  and  social  intercourse,  which  shall  be  both 
genial  and  elevating.  At  a  recent  meeting,  a  valuable  dock  was 
presented  to  the  Chapel  by  the  members  of  this  association.  It  is 
too  early  to  say  much  of  the  ftnit  of  this  new  enterprise  ;  but  I  am 
convinced  that  much  good  will  result  from  it 

14.  Canferenee  and  Prayer  Meeting.  —  This  meeting  is  held  at 
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the  Chapel  every  Friday  eveniog,  and  is  sustained  in  part  by  the 
members  of  my  charch.  Twenty-one  persons  have  joined  the 
church  since  I  became  connected  with  the  Chapel;  several  of 
whom  date  the  purpose  formed  in  their  minds  to  enter  upon  a  re- 
ligious life  to  impressions  received  at  these  weekly  gatherings  for 
conference  and  prayer. 

15.  Heligioui  Services  on  the  SahbatJi,  —  Religions  services  have 
been  held  every  sabbath,  at  three  o'clock,  p.m.,  and  seven  in  the 
evening.  During  the  past  year,  the  attendance  at  both  the  afternoon 
and  evening  services  has  been  quite  large.  In  my  sermons,  it  has 
been  my  aim  to  inculcate  Bible  truth  in  its  application  to  every-day 
Ufe  and  conduct ;  to  make  Gkri^ianB^  and  not  secttxrians.  In  this 
connection,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from 
the  Sunday-school  Society,  through  their  Secretary,  of  seventy- 
five  hymn-books  for  the  use  of  our  congregation. 

16.  Outride  Labore.  —  Besides  my  labors  at  the  Chapel  (which, 
during  a  portion  of  the  year,  have  occupied  six  evenings  of  each 
week),  it  has  been  my  custom  to  spend  a  portion  of  each  day  in 
visiting  from  house  to  house,  endeavoring  to  comfort  the  sick,  relieve 
the  needy,  and  induce  such  children  and  their  parents  as  are  without 
any  place  of  worship  to  attend  my  Chapel.  I  have  also  held  myself 
in  readiness  to  attend  funerals,  whenever  my  services  have  been 
required*  There  are  also  many  miscellaneous  duties  which  a  Min- 
ister at  Large  is  called  upon  to  perform :  they  would  occupy  too 
much  space  in  this  general  Report.  My  ^  Poor's  Purse''  has  been 
well  supplied  by  contributions  that  have  come  to  me  through  the 
hands  of  my  highly  esteemed  fellow-laborer  Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow,  and  a 
few  personal  friends. 

17.  Conclurion.  —  I  cannot  close  this  Report  without  referring  to 
the  sympathy  which  your  Committee  have  ^pressed  in  my  plans  of 
usefulness,  and  the  encouragement  I  have  received  firom  time  to 
time  from  the  delegates  of  the  several  churches  who  have  visited 
my  Chapel.  May  I  continue  to  be  so  faithful  in  my  work  as  to 
merit  the  future  confidence  of  all  the  supporters  of  this  excellent 
charity! 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Edwin  J.  Gerrt. 

BosTOH,  Feb.  14,  1868. 
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REV.   MR.    RYDER'S  REPORT. 

To  the  EzecutiTe  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen,  —  Another  year  of  labor  among  the  families  of  this 
Village  has  been  attended  with  results  no  less  satisfactory  than  those 
of  the  previoas  year.  Sach  of  these  results  as  are  capable  of  being 
reported, — by  no  means  the  most  important;  for  no  minister  can 
report  the  best  part  of  his  work,  — I  now  submit. 

A  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  families  residing  here  has 
been  secured.  The  larger  part  of  the  reserve,  to  be  expected  in 
families  on  being  met  by  a  stranger,  has  passed  away ;  and  pastoral 
visits  have  become  more  like  the  intercourse  of  friend  with  friends. 

The  population  of  the  Village  is  one  in  which  there  are  frequent 
changes.  Removals  are  frequent.  When  a  man  changes  his  place 
of  working,  he  is  tempted  to  seek  a  residence  near  his  work.  That 
the  families  who  have  been  connected  with^the  Chapel,  or  visited 
by  its  minister,  shall  carry  with  them  a  more  loving  spirit  because 
of  that  connection,  is  the  object  for  which  direct  efforts  are  con- 
tinually made. 

In  numbers,  the  population  of  the  Village  is  unchanged.  The 
increase  from  year  to  year,  which  for  some  time  has  been  considera- 
ble, has  been  prevented  during  the  last  year,  by  the  effects,  upon 
business,  of  the  existing  war. 

With  one  exception,  all  the  meetings  formerly  established  have 
been  continued.  The  Wednesday-evening  Conference  and  Prayer 
Meeting  has  given  place  to  a  Teachers'  Meeting  and  Bible  Class. 
The  number  of  those  who  attend  upon  Sunday  will  average,  for  the 
three  services,  about  one  hundred  and  fifly  persons.  Attendance  at 
each  service,  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty,  morning  and  after- 
noon ;  and  from  five  to  forty  in  the  evening. 

The  annual  increase  in  numbers  at  the  sabbath  school  has  not 
failed  the  past  year.  In  the  average  attendance,  there  has  been  a 
gain  of  fourteen ;  making  the  average  attendance  one  hundred  and 
fourteen.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  registered  during  the 
year  was  two  hundred  and  forty ;  largest  number  present  at  one 
session  was  one  hundred  and  forty-five.  The  number  of  classes 
has  been  increased  to  twenty-eight 
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Two  of  those  who  hare  labored  in  the  school  joined  the  band  of 
teachers  who  went  to  South  Carolina  under  the  direction  of  the 
Educational  Commission.  One  of  them  we  hope  again  to  welcome 
to  his  post  of  labor  in  our  school.  The  other  has  finished  his  earthly 
course,  and  gone  to  his  reward. 

No  inducements  are  offered  for  scholars  to  attend  the  sabbath 
school,  save  the  benefits  they  may  receiye  through  worship,  instruc- 
tion, and  the  use  of  the  library.  No  rewards  are  given,  either  for 
attendance  at  the  school  or  for  bringing  in  new  scholars.  The  in- 
fluence of  such  rewards  is  almost  exclusively  eviL  For  successful 
proselytism,  they  are  efficient  means ;  but  only  those  who  hope 
for  the  conversion  of  the  world  through  the  triumphs  of  their  sect 
will  consent  to  use  such  means  to  increase  the  attendance  at  their 
schools.  To  bribe  the  scholars  of  one  school  to  become  members  of 
another,  is  a  practice  deserving  only  of  condemnation. 

The  school  has  been  favored  throughout  the  year  by  the  efficient 
services  of  Mr.  Horton,  who  has  successfully  directed  the  singing  of 
the  children. 

The  interest  in  the  sabbath-school  concerts,  held  on  the  first  Sun- 
day evening  of  the  month,  continues  unabated. 

Because  of  sickness  in  several  families,  the  necessities  of  the  poor 
have  been  greater  than  during  the  previous  year ;  but  the  generous 
co-operation  of  friends  in  Boston  and  Dorchester  has  afforded  a  sup- 
ply, which,  within  reasonable  limits,  may  be  called  sufficient  All 
that  has  been  given  has  certainly  been  well  bestowed ;  and,  when 
the  avenue  to  the  heart  is  opened  for  the  divine  word  by  the 
ministry  of  charity,  the  Minister  at  Large  finds  especial  occasion  for 
rejoicing. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Almakza  S.  Rtdeb. 

WAsmNOTOir  Vhxaqx,  February,  1868. 
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REV.    MR,   TORRICELLrS   REPORT. 
To  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen, —  ...  Of  the  Sundaj  school  I  was  really 
proud.  The  affection  and  good  conduct  of  the  pupils  have  more 
than  compensated  me  for  the  trouble  taken  and  the  expense  in- 
curred for  its  benefit    The  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  given  me 

bj  the  West  Church  through  the  kindness  of  Mr. Gaffield^ 

helped  me  considerably  in  paying  such  expense ;  and  the  faithful- 
ness of  the  teachers  greatly  diminished  that  trouble  by  sharing  it 
with  me.  Not  many  have  assisted  me  in  my  various  work ;  but  the 
few  who  did,  did  it  efficiently  and  with  their  whole  hearts. 

In  regard  to  the  poor,  I  could  not  do  by  them  according  to  their 
wants  and  my  desire.  For  individual  cases,  my  friends  have  always 
been  prompt  to  help.  For  those  connected  with  the  Chapel,  what 
Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow  gave  me  from  the  limited  funds  at  his  disposal 
was  nearly  sufficient ;  but  foreign  poor,  such  as  received  some  aid 
through  me  before,  were  assisted  but  little  in  proportion  to  their 
number  and  wants.  An  evening  school  among  the  Italians  was 
nevertheless,  re-opened  last  fall ;  reckoning  on  the  kindness  of  the 
Evening-schools  Committee,  which  never  failed  me  when  applied  to 
for  such  purposes. 

A  number  of  Italian  and  French  books  were  also  circulated 
among  foreigners.  They  had  been  procured  for  that  object  by  Mr. 
Gaffield,  already  mentioned,  more  than  two  years  ago ;  and  have 
ever  since  visited  many  whom  I  was  unable  to  see.  As  soon  as  my 
connection  with  the  South-end  Mission  ceased,  I  went  personally, 
and  found  that  both  books  and  people  had  not  much  improved  dur- 
ing my  temporary  absence.  The  number  of  foreigners  who  are  not 
connected  with  any  religious  institution,  and  have  no  friends  to 
influence  them,  is  enormous.  Poverty,  ignorance,  vice,  prejudice, 
and  indifference  keep  them  away  from  all  sources  of  moral  and 
religious  instruction,  and  prevent  them  from  employing  the  means 
of  improvement  offered  to  them.  The  only  object  of  their  existence 
seems  to  be  nothing  but  providing  for  their  material  welfare, — 
honestly,  if  a  good  opportunity  is  presented ;  no  matter  how,  if  they 
fail  in  their  not  always  reasonable  expectations.  In  this  respect, 
those  who  still  continue  in  the  religious  relations  formed  at  home 
very  little  differ  from  the  others.  Religion,  such  as  they  understand 
and  practise  it,  has  no  good  influence  whatever  on  their  lives. 
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Whether  the  blame  is  all  their  own,  I  do  not  dare  to  decide. 
Most  of  them  came  to  this  country,  and  commenced  life  in  America, 
with  the  best  intentions  in  the  world;  bat  they  were  ignorant  of 
every  thing  that  was  necessary  to  meet  the  wants  of  their  new  po- 
sition, and  therefore  they  failed.  Disappointment  at  first,  and  dis- 
coaragement,  overcame  them.  After  a  little  while,  however,  their 
energy  was  called  forth  by  hanger:  they  were  bewildered,  and 
entered  on  sach  a  course,  from  which  it  is  difficult  to  lead  them 
back.  Difficult,  I  say,  —  not  impossible ;  for  the  great  migority  of 
them  long  for  the  day  when  some  good  angel  will  help  them  out 
of  the  mire.  A  good  Christian  man  in  every  ward  of  the  city,  that 
would  look  after  them,  and  take  them  as  if  it  were  under  his  patron- 
age, might  save  many  of  them  from  utter  ruin.  They  do  not  need 
churches  and  schools  for  their  exclusive  use :  rather  than  bringing 
them  together,  they  should  be  scattered.  But  they  need  sympathy, 
encouragement,  instruction,  advice,  and  direction ;  they  need  help  of 
every  kind,  in  every  thing,  for  every  purpose.  They  can  be  what  we 
want  them  to  be,  —  either  good  and  useful  members,  or  the  scourge 
of  our  society.  If  the  agents  of  the  various  religious  denominations 
could  agree  about  some  plan,  to  be  adopted  by  all,  for  their  moral 
elevation,  their  presence  might  be  turned  into  a  blessing.  But  it 
would  be  necessary  that  each  should  take  under  his  care  no  more 
than  can  be  well  attended  to. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.   B.   TOBRIGELLI. 


MISS  MERRILL'S  REPORT. 
To  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benerolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen,  —  That  you  may  know  somewhat  of  my  labors 
during  the  past  year  in  the  Ministry  at  Large,  let  me  state  that  I 
still  have  charge  of  the  infant-class  in  the  Sunday  school,  which 
holds  two  sessions.  In  the  morning,  it  is  divided  into  classes  under 
my  superintendence ;  in  the  afternoon,  it  forms  one  class,  which  I 
teach.  Our  aim  in  teaching  is  so  to  present  Christ,  that  his  loving 
spirit  may  charm  the  children,  and  induce  them  to  try  to  catch  his 
spirit,  and  live  a  life  like  his. 
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In  addition  to  these  two  sessions  of  the  Sanday  school,  it  is  desi- 
rable for  me  to  attend  both  services  at  the  Chapel,  and  also  the 
Conference  Meeting  in  the  evening. 

That  the  teachers  in  the  in&nt-room  may  have  the  advantage  of 
studying  together,  we  hold  a  meeting  for  that  purpose  on  Saturday 
afternoon. 

For  the  benefit  of  some  of  the  children,  we  hold  two  devotional 
meetings,  —  one  on  Wednesday,  the  other  on  Saturday  afternoon. 
On  Wednesday  evening,  the  ^  Soldiers  Aid  Society,"  of  which  I 
have  charge,  holds  its  meeting. 

My  forenoons  are  usually  occupied  in  making  calls.  The  Sunday- 
school  pupils  require  a  good  deal  of  visiting.  In  these  and  other 
calls,  I  would  meet  the  temporal  wants  which  often  exist ;  but  the 
main  object  in  calls,  as  in  all  my  work,  is  to  try  to  awaken  and 
develop  the  higher  life  of  the  soul. 

By  these  means,  in  the  Sunday  school,  calls,  meetings,  and  other 

r'  ways,  I  endeavor  to  farther  the  great  work  in  which  we  are  engaged ; 

but  the  varied  and  peculiar  character  of  the  demands  made  upon  a 

laborer  in  the  Ministry  at  Large  make  it  impossible  to  report  upon 

many  things,  which,  added  to  what  has  been  already  stated,  have 

occupied  my  time  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

F.  S.  Merrill. 
Boston,  Feb.  19,  1868. 
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To  the  Executiye  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

GsNTLBMEN,  —  Your  Call  for  my  yearly  Report  reminds  me  that 
the  year  has  indeed  passed,  and  the  earthly  record  of  1862  closed  up 
for  ever.  I  know  it  is  right  that  you,  who  so  nobly  sustain  this 
Ministry  and  are  so  deeply  interested  in  it,  should  ask  what  has  been 
done  ;  and,  were  it  possible  to  give  a  record  of  all  the  many  things 
which  are  crowded  into  each  day  of  missionary  labor,  I  would 
most  gladly  assume  the  task :  but,  even  then,  I  fear  that  it  would 
be  an  imperfect  sketch ;  for  we  find  much  in  our  labors  of  too  private 
a  character  to  be  repeated.  The  last  year,  I  have  been  able  to  pur- 
sue my  duties  with  renewed  strength ;  my  health  having  been  much 
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better  than  in  former  years.  My  time  has  been  wholly  devoted 
4o  visiting  from  house  to  house,  reading  at  the  bedside  of  the  dck, 
and  dwelling  upon  those  themes  which  raise  the  soul  to  heaven ;  and 
here,  in  ^  this  holy  communion  in  upper  rooms  and  dark  homes,  has 
the  soul  been  strengthened  to  look  fiir  beyond  the  daric  valley  and 
shadow  of  death,  and  has  so  quietly  passed  over  to  the  other  side,-^ 

<«  Peaoeftil  as  some  oalm  stream  that  glides  away, 
'Mid  yerdant  meadow  and  the  smile  of  day, 
To  the  still  lake  whose  waves  are  never  tossed 
By  tempest  hand,  when,  mingling,  it  is  lost.*' 

The  evening  service  with  the  sick  and  aged  I  have  been  able  to 
continue  through  the  kindness  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hale,  and  our  friend 
Rev.  Mr.  Crufl,  who  so  kindly  offered  to  go  at  any  time,  whenever  a 
service  was  needed,  to  the  less-favored  ones  who  are  not  able  to  go  to 
the  house  of  prayer ;  for  which  favor  I  feel  most  deeply  indebted 
to  them.  Much  of  my  time  has  been  .devoted  to  the  dear  children 
under  my  care ;  making  comfortable  garments,  bonnets,  providing 
shoes,  and  giving  to  them  such  instruction  as  will  be  of  use  to  them. 
I  find,  in  my  labors,  there  is  much  to  do  for  the  young :  they  come 
forth  like  the  beautiful  flowers,  bright  as  the  morning  sun ;  but  in  a 
few  years,  unless  surrounded  by  .nobler  influences,  which  can  alone 
enable  them  to  meet  the  many  temptations  to  which  they  are  ex- 
posed in  a  dty  like  ours,  they  are  swept  away  into  this  sea  of  moral 
death.  Who,  that  has  labored  for  many  years  in  a  city  like  Boston, 
has  not  seen,  and  felt  most  deeply,  the  desolating  power  of  the  de- 
stroyer among  the  young  and  innocent  ?  And,  should  any  doubt  in 
regard  to  this  truth  shadow  the  mind,  go  with  those  who  labor  in 
this  field,  and  are  acquainted  with  the  most  serious  facts. 

We  discuss  different  schemes  of  trade,  and  the  value  of  our  bank 
stocks,  and  how  the  most  money  can  be  made  in  our  contracts  for 
the  army ;  but  have  we  considered  the  poor  widow,  who  sits  with  her 
feeble  lamp  until  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  sewing  on  the  army  work 
at  the  low  prices  paid,  and  then  with  all  her  energy  and  strength 
cannot  sustain  herself  and  children,  and,  in  her  hours  of  discourage- 
ment, falls  a  prey  to  vice  and  temptation  ?  Is  there  any  estimate  of 
the  large  number  who  fail  to  sustain  themselves  and  their  little  ones 
respectably  from  the  low  prices  paid  for  work  ?  I  spetik  thus  fireely, 
because  I  consider  this  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  evils  in  our  city. 
I  know  how  much  benevolence  and  charity  we  find  in  our  beloved 
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city ;  but  shall  we  not  consider  the  true  cause  of  this  most  serious 
evily  which  prevents  our  poor  from  getting  their  own  living,  if  paid  a 
fair  price  for  their  work?  Next  I  would  speak  of  the  calls  at  my 
mission-room.  I  am  there  every  day,  except  Saturday ;  and  devote 
the  time  to  conversation,  and  to  preparing  garments  for  the  children. 
I  have  received  2,500  calls,  at  my  rooms,  for  garments,  advice, 
work,  or  employment.  I  have  provided  80  adults  and  children  with 
places.  Next  I  would  speak  of  our  sewing-circled  The  same 
hearts  and  hands  are  open  to  aid  me  in  this  good  work :  the  same 
circle  of  ladies  who  used  to  meet  at  the  Suffolk  Chapel  has  been 
untiring  in  helping  me  to  make  up  garments  for  the  poor  and  needy. 
This  circle  meets  every  Friday  morning.  Last  spring,  when  our 
circle  closed  its  meetings,  it  was  thought  best  by  all  the  ladies,  as  our 
funds  were  exhausted,  to  make  up  a  few  articles  during  the  summer, 
and,  early  in  the  fall,  have  a  sale  in  my  mission-room ;  which  we  did, 
and  were  most  successful :  so  that  we  have  been  able  to  furnish  ma- 

r^  terial  to  meet  together  every  week,  and  make  up  garments.    I  would 

next  speak  of  my  sewing  school  for  the  little  children  around  my 
ChapeL  You  will  remember,  that,  last  winter,  I  was  unable  to  get 
a  room  in  which  to  organize  such  a  school :  but,  this  fall,  I  began  to 
feel  very  anxious  to  have  a  place,  if  possible ;  and  went  to  Rev.  Mr. 
Hale,  and  told  him  of  my  wishes ;  and  it  was  but  a  few  days  when 
a  most  beautiful  room  for  the  purpose  was  offered  to  mc*,  furnished 
and  heated.  It  is  to  him  I  feel  most  deeply  indebted  for  this  means 
of  usefulness.  I  have  100  scholars,  and  some  most  devoted  young 
ladies  who  are  prompt  and  willing  to  help  me.  Next  I  would  speak 
of  my  sabbath  school,  which  I  hold  at  my  mission-room.  It  num- 
bers about  the  same  as  usual.  In  this  class,  some  of  my  happiest 
moments  are  spent ;  and  my  earnest  prayer  is,  that  the  instruction 

^  they  receive  from  time  to  time  may  lead  them  to  heaven.    I  have 

also  a  large  Bible  class  of  young  ladies  on  sabbath  mornings  at 
the  Chilren's  Mission-room,  in  which  I  take  great  pleasure.  Since 
the  Chapel  closed,  and  Mr.  Torricelli  left  for  another  field  of 
labor,  I  have  been  alone ;  and,  while  I  felt  new  responsibilities 
resting  upon  me,  I  have  most  earnestly  desired  that  God  would 
bless  him,  wherever  he  may  go,  with  abundant  success. 

Thus  I  have  given  you  a  brief  sketch  of  my  labors  the  past  year. 
I  have  fitted  up  90  bonnets  and  hats  for  children,  250  garments,  and 
80  pairs  of  shoes.  My  Poor  Purse  has  been  supplied  by  our  kind 
friend  Dr.  Bigelow,  who  is  ever  mindful  of  our  wants.     I  would 
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also  saj,  we  haye  always  been  most  cheerfiiUj  met  and  oar  poor 

aided  by  the  agent  of  the  Howard  Society,  Rev.  Mr.  Cmft,  whose 

kindness  makes  many  homes  comfortable ;   also  the  Yoong  Men's 

Benevolent  Society,  of  which  charity  Mr.  Sawyer  is  the  almoner, 

and  to  all  of  whom  I  feel  the  deepest  gratitnde.    In  looking  over 

the  past,  I  feel  the  assurance,  that  although  this  mission  may  not 

have  met  your  fondest  expectations,  yet  it  has  done  its  work,  and  has 

been  the  instrument,  in  the  hands  of  God,  of  blessing  many  hearts 

and  homes.    Let  me  close  with  the  words  so  expressive  of  earnest 

labor : — 

*'  Let  OS,  then,  be  np  and  doing, 
With  a  heart  for  any  fate; 
Still  achieving,  still  parsning; 
Learn  to  labor  and  to  wait. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

£.  D.  Barrt. 


tbeabuber's  bepobt. 
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NOTE. 

jbe  Annual  Meeting  of  the  FntemKj  Is  on  the  first  Sunday  of  Bfarah.  The  eontrlbations 
of  the  Branches  should  be  paid  belbre  the  first  day  of  Mareh,  when  Uie  financial  year  begins. 

The  Meeting  for  Organisation  is  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  March. 

The  other  regular  meettngs  are  on  the  first  Sunday  of  June,  the  second  Sunday  of  October, 
and  the  second  Sunday  of  December. 

The  Delegates  are  divided  into  Monthly  Oommittees.  Each  Committee,  dnring  its  month, 
▼isits  the  Chapels  and  Sonday  Schools  in  Pitts  Street,  164,  HanoTer  Street,  and  Washington 
Tillage.    They  can,  if  they  see  fit,  also  attend  the  week-day  serrlees  of  the  Ministers. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  Delegates  should  inform  the  Branches  of  the  working  of  the 
Mlnistry-at-Large. 
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DISCOURSE 


DELIVERED  IN  THE  ARLINGTON-STREET  CHURCH, 


On  Sunday  Evening,  Aran.  12,  1863. 


BY 


EZRA  S.  GANNETT. 


DISCOURSE. 


It  is  my  privilege  to-niglity  Christian  friends^  to  speak  to  you 
in  behalf  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches.     The 

^  only  claim  I  can  have  on  your  attention^  apart  from  the  im- 

portance of  the  institution,  arises  from  a  long  and  intimate 
acquaintance  with  its  history.  It  will  be  my  duty  to  bring 
some  passages  from  that  history  under  your  notice,  but  not  to 
enlarge  on  them  so  much  as  on  the  design  and  character  of 
the  Fraternity.  That  I  may  show  how  deep  a  foundation 
it  has  in  the  wants  of  the  community,  and  how  good  a  title  to 
the  support  of  our  churches,  I  must  call  into  the^service  of 
my  argument  some  familiar  but  highly  suggestive  facts. 
.  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  when  he  was  on  earth,  speaking, 
on  one  occasion,  of  the  constant  opportunity  for  relieving  the 
distress  of  their  fellow-beings  which  was  thrown  in  the  way 

«  of  his  disciples,  in  contrast  with  his  own  short  continuance 

with  them,  said  (you  will  find  the  passage  in  Mark  xiv.  7), 
**  Ye  have  the  poor  with  you  always ;  and,  whensoever  ye  will, 
ye  may  do  them  good."  With  an  emphasis  still  greater,  it 
may  be  said,  "  The  sinful  ye  have  always  with  you."  The 
neglected  and  vicious  poor,  and  the  self-neglected  or  self- 
abused  who  are  not  pressed  down  by  poverty,  will  always  be 
found  among  men  till  the  religion  of  Christ  shall  have 
changed  the  whole  face  of  society.  These  fellow-creatures  of 
the  more  prosperous  or  the  more  virtuous,  are  meant,  in  the 
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providence  of  God^  to  call  forth  sympathy,  care,  and  effort  on 
their  behalf.  They  must  not  be  left  to  perish,  nor  to  sink 
into  a  lower  condition  of  personal  and  social  depravity.  They 
must  be  approached ;  rebuked,  yet  encouraged ;  lifted  up  and 
led  along,  till  they  shall  stand  amidst  the  influences  of  a 
Christian  culture.  How  this  may  be  done,  is  the  question  on 
which  all  arrangements  for  the  benefit  of  the  ftiendless  and 
the  sinful  turn. 

In  cities  in  which  men  congregate,  in  obedience  to  a  physi- 
cal necessity  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  law  of  moral  affinity 
on  the  other,  social  evils  become  at  once  deeper  and  more 
conspicuous  than  in  the  country ;  while  the  means  of  sup- 
pressing or  mitigating  these  evils  ^re  also  more  abundant,  and 
can  be  more  effectively  used.  In  every  city  of  a  hundred 
thousand  inhabitants,  it  may  be  presumed  that  more  than  one- 
half  are  but  indirectly  reached  by  religious  influence,  and  that 
not  less  than  a  fifth  part  of  the  whole  are  proper  objects  of 
Christian  solicitude.  Among  them  may  be  found  the  dis- 
turbers  of  the  pubUc  peace,  whom  the  iron  hand  of  justice  most 
arrest  in  their  career  of  crime,  —  the  dangerous  men  and  the 
profligate  women,  whom  the  prison  receives  when  their  in- 
roads on  •the  life  of  a  community  can  no  longer  be  borne. 
But  in  this  number  are  also  included  persons  of  unstable 
character  and  little  fidth,  whose  redemption  from  ultimate  ruin 
depends  on  the  interest  which  those,  whose  circumstances  or 
whose  principles  are  better  than  theirs,  shall  take  in  them. 
To  spend  much  time  in  unfolding  the  obligation  which  these 
happier  members  of  society  may  discharge  by  a  warm  prac- 
tical  interest  in  their  imperilled  or  depraved  neighbors,  would 
be  either  an  affiront  to  the  sense  of  duty,  or  a  vain  assault  on 
the  moral  obtuseness  of  those  whom  I  address ;  siuce,  if  the 
mind  is  already  f&miliar  with  an  argument,  the  practical  con- 
clusions which  it  involves  must  have  been  already  adopted  or 
rejected.  Yet  it  maybe  neither  impertinent  nor  useless  to 
glance  at  the  aspect  which  this  argument  presents  on  its  eco- 
nomical, and  on  its  spiritual  side. 
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It  is  a  well-established  principle  in  economical  science,  that 
prevention  is  better  than  punishment.  It  is  also  admitted, 
that  moral  restraint  is  less  expensive  than  legal  supervision. 
The  Christian  ministry  affords  protection  to  the  morals  of  a 
city  at  less  cost,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  and  depth  of  its 
influence,  than  the  best  organized  police.  Now,  every  one 
who  takes  up  the  service  of  dissuading  a  fellow-creature  from 
sin,  or  of  elevating  him  above  the  reach  of  temptation,  con- 
stitutes himself  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  He  carries  glad 
tidings  of  salvation  into  miserable  homes,  and  rescues  a  human 
life  from  courses  which  register  themselves  in  the  taxation  of 
a  city.  That  we  may  feel  the  weight  of  this  inducement  to 
encourage  the  virtuous  tendencies  and  to  discourage  the 
vicious  propensities  which  enter  into  the  character  of  a 
community,  we  need  only  set  the  pecuniary  value  of  the  time 
one  must  devote,  with  the  occasional  help  he  may  draw  from 
his  purse,  in  assisting  a  weak  fellow-mortal  to  gain  an  honest 
livelihood,  against  the  annual  cost  of  the  vigilance  and  coer- 
cion which  the  law  empowers  its  agents  to  exercise :  to  say 
nothing  of  the  industry  which,  on  the  one  hand,  may  be 
added  to  the  public  wealth ;  or,  on  the  other,  of  the  depreda- 
tion which  must  be  deducted  from  it.  The  chief  element  in 
our  modem  civilization,  which  marks  its  progressive  character, 
is  the  employment  of  instruction  and  sympathy,  rather  than 
legal  penalty,  for  the  suppression  of  social  evils. 

This,  however,  is  an  argument  addressed  to  our  selfish- 
ness, rather  than  to  the  conscience  or  the  heart.  Christian  men 
may  be  presumed  to  take  a  higher  view  of  their  social  rela- 
tions. They  look  at  duty  and  privilege,  not  at  safety  or 
economy.  On  the  side  which  it  turns  to  our  spiritual  inte- 
rests, how  distinct  is  the  obligation  to  befriend,  in  every 
possible  way,  the  beings  with  whom  we  are  connected  by  the 
ties  of  a  common  nature  and  a  common  destiny  1  Do  people 
in  a  Christian  land  require  an  exposition  of  this  duty  ?  Is  it 
not  enforced  by  precept  after  precept  in  the  Scriptures  which 
they  receive  ?     Is  it  not  in  harmony  with  the  whole  scope 
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and  purpose  of  Christ'^  religion  ?  Is  it  not  illnstnited  by  his 
example?  Christian  advocates  maintain,  that  one  of  the 
original  features  of  the  gospel  is  seen  in  the  estimadon  it 
bestows  on  brotherly  love,  and  that  the  interpretation  of  that 
phrase  must  be  learned  from  the  parable  of  the  Grood  Samaria- 
tan.  How  can  there  be  any  donbt  respecting  the  instnictioii 
of  Jesus  or  of  his  apostles  on  this  subject  ?  Is  there  a  page 
of  the  New  Testament  from  which  the  trudi  does  not  beam 
or  blaze  7  It  is  manrellous  that  any  one  should  think  he  can 
be  a  Christtan,  and  not  care  for  others  who  are  living  in  sin. 
A  disciple  of  him  who  died  for  sinners  aeknowledgii^  no 
interest  in  their  wel&re! — a  man,  who  himself  hopes  tor 
mercy  and  heaven  through  his  £dth  m  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
closing  his  heart  against  the  want  and  misery  around  him ! 
Shame  on  such  falsehood!     Woe  to  such  hypoaites! 

It  cannot  be  a  question,  with  one  who  wishes  to  **  fulfil  all 
righteousness,"  whether  he  ought  to  feel  an  interest  in  those 
who  are  sinking  in  ignorance  and  g^t.  As  little  doubt 
wiU  he  entertain  in  r^;ard  to  the  service  which  should  be 
rendered  them.  The  inquiry  to  which  his  attention  will 
be  turned  is  the  more  immediately  practical  one.  How  shall 
he  communicate  to  them  the  protection  or  benefit  which  they 
need?  By  what  means  can  he  bring  the  influences  of  reli- 
gion into  connection  with  dieir  characters  and  lives  ?  The 
obvious  reply  will  be.  Let  every  one,  who  has  the  good  of 
his  feUow-beings  at  heart,  instruct^  perauade/help  them  by 
personal  intercourse;  let  him  be  a  missionary  among  the 
dwellings  of  the  sinful,  a  friend  in  the  homes  of  the  vir- 
tuous poor.  But  two  difficulties  arise  to  prevent  our  accepting 
this  answer  as  adequate.  First,  many  persons  are  so  situated, 
that  they  cannot  put  themselves  into  personal  relations  with 
the  objects  of  their  sympathy.  Ill  health  may  confine  them 
at  home ;  or  the  engagements  which  they  have  assumed  may 
make  such  a  demand  on  their  time,  that  they  can  devote 
but  a  small  part  to  offices  of  Christian  benevolence.  Many 
also  feel  a  distrust  of  their  own  ability,  which,  however 
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Qnjaflt  to  themselves  or  unfortunate  for  others,  they  cannot 
sormount.  And,  secondly,  the  amount  of  eyil  in  the  commu- 
nity is  too  great  to  be  overcome  by  thd  exertions  of  indi- 
Tiduals,  each  working  under  more  or  less  of  disadvantage. 
The  principle  of  co-operation,  which  is  found  so  effective  in 
other  departments  of  labor  and  in  the  promotion  of  every 
other  interest,  must  be  adopted  here.  We  often  doable,  or 
indefinitely  augment,  the  good  we  do  by  letting  it  pass  through 
other  hands  than  our  own.  To  a  certain  extent,  in  redeem- 
ing the  moral  waste,  as  in  cultivating  the  stubborn  soil,  we 
gain  mudi  by  the  use  of  machinery.  If  we  desire  to  bring 
about  a  sensible  diminution  of  the  sin  and  suffezing  of  the 
world  in  our  day,  we  must  avail  ourselves  of  the  agencies 
which  lie  at  our  command,  or  may  be  created  by  our  encou- 
ragement. 

The  qteiition>  (therefore,  recurs.  How  shall  we  perform  the 
duly  indicated  in  our  text,  when  the  sphere  of  operation 
includes  not  only  those  who  Stand  in,  need  of  eleemosynary 
assistance,  but  th^  still  laxger  number  whose  spiritual  wants 
should  excite  our  interest ! 

The  proper  answer  to  this  inquiry  must  taki^  into  view  the 
&ct  which  our  Lend  has  cited,  —  *^  Ye  have  the  poor  with  you. 
always ; "  a  fact  as  true  to-day  as  it  was  when  he  lived 
among  men,  and  likely  to  be  true  centuries  hence.  The 
affirmation,  as  it  came  from  his  lips,  had  a  prospective  import 
The  poor  would  always  fall  in  the  apostLes'  way,  and 
abundant  opportunity  be  afforded  for  the  exercise  of  their 
benevolence.  The  poor  in  character,  as  well  as  they  who 
have  few  worldly  resources,  will  be  found  (m  earth  ad  long 
as  we  live,  and  for  generations  afterwards*.  They  ndll  be 
found  in  Christian  countries ;  they  will  be  found  in  this  city« 
Suitable  provision  for  their  wanto  should,  therefore  take  upon 
itself  a  permanent  form;  not  incapable  of  adjustment  to^the 
changes  through  which  society  may  pass  in  succesave  periods, 
but  combioiog  with  flexibility  so  much  of  system  apd  method 
as  shall  secure  it  agaiost  injury  £rom  caprice  or  neglect.    The 
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form  wliich  shall  be  given  to  such  provision  for  the  relief 
of  the  severest  want  by  which  man  can  be  assailed,  presents 
a  question  of  great  importance  and  of  some  difficulty.  If  the 
philanthropy  of  England,  under  the  light  which  it  may  bor- 
row from  both  experience  and  science,  is  unable  to  reach  a 
solution  of  the  problem  which  the  physical  destitution  of 
multitudes  offers  to  the  legislation  of  a  Christian  land,  and  in 
our  own  Commonwealth  the  plans  which  the  public  charity 
should  adopt  are  almost  every  year  brought  under  discussion, 
it  must  be  still  more  difficult  to  define  the  course  tihat  should 
be  taken  for  an  abatement  of  the  moral  evils  under  which 
society  groans.  Planting  each  step,  however,  surely  as  we 
advance,  we  may  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion. 

Our  first  position  places  us  in  view  of  what  has  just'been  said. 
The  best  form  which  a  practical  interest  in  the  moral  expo- 
sure of  our  fellow-men  could  possibly  take,  would  bring  the 
different  classes  of  the  community  into  immediate  connection. 
The  most  genuine  Christian  charity  is  that  which  carries  the 
rich  man  to  the  poor  man's  dwelling,  and  leads  the  man  of 
exemplary  life  into  direct  intercourse  with  his  sinful  neighbor. 
In  a  commimity  whose  internal  arrangements  approached  as 
near  to  perfection  as  ia  possible  where  a  considerable  number 
of  the  people  are  objects  of  Christian  solicitude,  every  house- 
hold among  the  more  prosperous,  the  better  educated  and  the 
religiously  inclined  would  take  charge  of  one  or  more  &mi- 
lies  of  a  different  class.  It  should  be  a  voluntary  connection 
on  the  one  side,  and  a  connection  freely  accepted  on  the  other ; 
which  time  would  make  more  and  more  easy,  pleasant,  and 
beneficial.  The  old  Boman  idea  of  client,  or  the  feudal  idea 
of  serf,  purified,  enlarged,  and  sanctified  by  Christianity, 
might  become  a  bond  of  intimate  relations  between  the  home 
of  wealth  or  refinement  and  the  abode  of  want  or  sin,  by 
which  sin  and  want  should  be  changed  into  a  participation  of 
the  benefits  which  flow  from  refinement  and  wealth.  The 
true  conception  of  neighborhood  would  then  be  embraced,  as 
expressing,  not  proximity  in  space,  but  nearness  in  affection. 
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What  sweet  and  delicate  offices  on  the  one  hand,  what  grate* 
ful  and  confiding  tempers  on  the  other^  would  unite  the  rich 
and  the  poor ;  the  children  of  God,  and  those  who,  but  for 
their  kind  importunity,  might  have  been  sealed  for  destruction ! 
Unfortunately,  this  ideal  cannot  be  realized  until  a  greater 
change  shall  haye  come  oyer  social  life  than  we  shall  be 
allowed  to  witness.  Through  ignorance,  reluctance,  or  actual 
disability,  on  the  part  of  those  who  occupy  the  higher  social 
conditions,  and  jealousy  or  obduracy  on  the  part  of  those 
who  need  their  help,  such  a  reciprocation  of  benefits  —  for 
the  more  needy  would  not  alone  be  benefited — is  now  im- 
possible ;  perhaps  will  be  impossible  for  ages  to  come. 

Next,  in  order  of  mutual  adyantage,  would  be  a  connec- 
tion between  the  two  portions  of  the  community,  less  sponta- 
neous on  the  one  side,  and  less  cordial  on  the  other,  but  still, 
if  wisely  conducted  and  sincerely  cherished,  productiye  of 
immense  good.  It  would  require  an  organization  similar  to 
that  which  Dr.  Chalmers  succeeded  in  introducing  into  the 
city  of  Glasgow,  and  similar  to  our  own  "Proyident  Associ- 
ation ; "  by  which  persons  are  designated  to  exercise  a  friendly 
superyision  oyer  certain  districts :  the  smaller  each  district, 
the  more  probable  that  the  superyision  will  be  faithful.  Where 
the  responsibleness  of  such  a  charge  is  properly  felt,  the 
relation  between  the  yisitor  and  the  beneficiary  will  be  both 
healthful  and  useful;  and,  if  a  whole  city  could  be  diyided 
among  those  who  would  attend  to  the  work  assigned  them,  the 
benefit  that  would  accrue  in  the  relief  of  suffering  and  the  pre- 
yention  of  sin  would  be  incalculable.  By  including  under  this 
arrangement  the  moral  and  spiritual  wants  of  those  whom  such 
an  organized  charity  should  take  under  its  care,  —  seeking 
them  out,  as  weU  as  watching  oyer  them  when  brought  within 
its  notice,  — proyision  of  the  largest  kind  would  be  made  for 
as  equal  an  enjoyment  of  the  influences  of  religion  among 
the  yarious  members  of  the  community  as  may  be  practi- 
cable.     The  history  of  such  attempts  to  organize  Christian 

beneficence  on  a  large  scale,  does  not,  howeyer,  yield  the 
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encouragement  we  should  be  glad  to  derive  from  it.  Negli- 
gence or  incompetency  in  the  first  instance^  and  weariness,  or 
change  of  circumstances,  afterwards,  prevent  a  full  success, 
and  create  the  danger  of  gradual  decay.  Theoretically  ad- 
mirable, it  may  be  doubted  if  the  actual  result  has  satisfied 
the  hopes  of  those  who  have  most  warmly  supported  this 
scheme. 

I  pass  by  the  legal  provision  which  may  be  made  for  the 
relief  or  restraint  of  the  more  exposed  members  of  society ; 
because,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  this  is  a  subject  fruitful  in 
debate.;  because,  also,  the  restraint  which  the  law  uses  ad- 
dresses the  offender  in  the  form  of  menace  or  penalty,  and 
not  of  Christian  sympathy ;  and  because  every  one,  I  suppose, 
believes,  that,  at  the  highest  point  of  civilization,  these  coer- 
cive instrumentalities  will  be  laid  aside.  Difference  in  outward 
condition  and  difference  in  character  will,  however,  mark  that 
miUennial  period,  and  opportunity  stiU  arise  for  remembering 
the  apostle's  counsel,  *^  Let  us  do  good  unto  all  men,  espe- 
cially unto  them  who  are  of  the  household  of  faith."  I  omit 
all  notice,  also,  of  those  institutions,  of  whatever  name, — 
Asylums,  Homes,  Houses  of  Befrige, — which  draw  under  their 
protection  the  destitute,  the  friendless,  the  infirm,  or  those 
who  are  struggling  for  a  better  life ;  because  they  cannot 
give  shelter  to  a  thousandth  part  of  the  actual  want  of  the 
country;  and  because  the  supporters  or  managers  of  such 
institutions,  disinterested,  judicious,  and  indefatigable  as  they 
are,  will  be  slow  to  claim  for  such  congregated  households 
a  preference  over  the  more  independent  retirement,  which  a 
community  pervaded  by  the  spirit  of  Christ  would  be  anxious 
to  secure  for  those  among  its  members  who  are  entitled  to  its 
tenderest  sympathy. 

On  what  method  shall  we  rely  for  such  a  partial  enjoyment 
of  domestic  comfort  by  the  poor,  and  such  a  distribution  of 
Christian  influence,  as  may  be  practicable  under  the  present 
arrangements  of  society? 

Do  not  our  churches  offer  us  just  what  we  are  inquiring 
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after  ?  With  the  imperfect  legislation  which^  at  best,  may  be 
expected  in  regard  to  pauperism  or  crime,  while  it  shall  not, 
and  ought  not  to,  lay  its  hand  on  the  more  delicate  offices 
of  religious  friendship ;  with  the  inadequate  relief,  and  the 
still  more  inadequate  preventive  influence,  which  our  best 
charitable  societies,  though  greatly  multiplied,  would  be  able 
to  afford ;  and  with  the  unsatisfactory  result,  growing  out  of 
the  altogether  insufficient  amount,  of  private  effort,  —  where 
shall  we  look,  except  to  our  churches,  for  the  supply  of 
needed  assistance,  of  one  kind  and  another,  to  save  those 
who  live  amidst  the  exposures  of  penury,  evil  companionship, 
and  gradual  debasement,  from  the  miseries  which  s\irround 
or  await  them? 

Is  it  not  a  proper  service  for  our  churches  to  undertake  ? 
What  is  a  Christian  church?  The  Cambridge  Platform, 
from  which  the  Congregational  churches  of  New  England 
derive  their  structure  and  meaning,  describes  a  church  as 
*'  a  company  of  saints  by  calling,  united  into  one  body  by  a 
holy  covenant,  for  the  public  worship  of  God,  and  the  mu- 
tual edification  of  one  another,  in  the  fellowship  of  the  Lord 
Jesus."  With  this  definition  the  New-England  churches 
were  content  for  nearly  two  centuries.  One  part,  even  of 
this  narrow  explanation  of  the  purpose  of  their  existence, 
they  we're  not  too  careful  to  remember;  and,  in  these 
days  of  better  judgment,  many  of  them,  alas !  are  satisfied 
with  the  single  idea  of  public  worship.  The  fathers  pro- 
ceeded to  speak  of  "  mutual  edification : "  but  you  ob- 
serve, that  it  is  edification  of  those  who  constitute  the 
church ;  who  were  united  io  worship  God,  and  to  help  one 
another.  Now,  whether  the  authors  of  the  Platform  forgot 
that  those  who  live  outside  of  the  church  were  entitled  to  its 
attention,  or  believed  that  every  member  of  the  commxinity 
would  be  found  in  some  one  of  the  churches,  it  is  plain  that 
their  definition  does  not  include  enough  for  our  times.  A 
congregation,  or  church,  has  no  right  to  consider  itself  simply 
a  worshipping  assembly,  nor  a  body  of  people  united  for 
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their  own  good  alone.  A  church  that  acts  on  the  former 
conception  of  the  design  for  which  it  has  been  caUed  into 
being  becomes  an  aggregation  of  separate  wills  harmonized 
before  a  common  altar  for  three  hours  in  a  week.  A  church 
which  rests  in  the  latter  conception  becomes  an  example  of 
intense  selfishness.  A  Christian  church  exists  not  for  itself, 
nor  for  God  alone,  but  for  the  community  in  which  it  is 
planted,  and  for  the  world.  Its  prosperity  depends  on  its 
recognition  of  this  truth.  The  more  a  church,  in  its  col- 
lective capacity  as  well  as  through  the  action  of  its  several 
members,  thinks  of  others  and  works  for  others,  the  more  it 
gives  and  the  more  it  does  for  them,  the  more  strength, 
life,  beauty,  promise,  worth,  will  it  have ;  the  more  of  true 
worship,  and  the  more  of  mutual  edification,  will  be  found 
within  its  limits.  Who,  that  has  had  any  experience  of  vital 
godliness  or  spiritual  growth,  would  not  rather  belong  to 
a  church  whose  good  works  bore  witness  to  its  character, 
though  its  worship  was  held  in  a  room  like  that  in  which 
Paul  preached  at  Troas,  than  to  the  most  numerous  or  wealthy 
congregation  that  ever  met  beneath  the  roof  of  an  edifice 
which  they  took  pleasure  in  calling  their  property,  while 
their  faith  expended  itself  in  attendance  on  the  services 
conducted  within  its  waUs? 

Let  our  churches,  then,  take  up  the  enterprises  of  Christian 
beneficence.  But  in  what  maimer  may  they  show  their  effi- 
ciency ?     There  are  three  ways  in  which  they  may  act 

First,  each  congregation  may  organize  its  own  benevolent 
action,  regarding  itself  as  an  institution  for  the  difl^on  of 
Christian  light  and  life  beyond  its  own  boundaries.  Adopt- 
ing this  interpretation  of  the  duty  which  it  will  account  a 
privilege,  it  will  devise  methods  and  seek  opportunities  of 
extending  its  influence  over  those  who  are,  consciously  or 
unconsciously,  in  need  of  spiritual  assistance.  Especially  will 
it  be  eager  to  relieve,  diligent  and  liberal  in  providing  relief 
for  those  whose  destitution  is  in  strong  contrast,  because  in 
close  connection,  with  its  own  material  or  spiritual  abun- 
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dance.  A  churcli  should  be  known  throughout  its  neighbor- 
hood by  its  continual  service  of  good-will^  —  its  active  concern 
on  behalf  of  those  whom  it  may  rescue  from  degradation,  or 
raise  to  a  higher  level  of  improvement.  Its  minister  should 
be  a  missionary  beyond  the  circle  of  his  parochial  walks ;  its 
officers  shotdd  be  almoners  of  a  cheerfully  contributed  poor's 
fund ;  its  members  should  be  preachers  of  righteousness,  and 
sons  and  daughters  of  consolation,  in  many  a  sad  or  sinful 
dwelling. 

Under  the  existing  relations  which  society  imposes  on  its 
own  life,  even  such  activity  may  not  be  sufficient  in  discharge 
of  the  obligation  which  rests  on  every  church  as  a  trustee  of 
the  Divine  bounty.  Wherever  the  pecuniary  resources  which 
it  can  command  will  enable  it  to  call  a  special  laborer  into 
the  field  which  lies  under  its  eye,  needing  redemption  from 
sterility  or  vicious  uses,  it  may  confirm  its  right  to  the 
name  of  Christian  by  promisii^  such  a  laborer  a  just  remu- 
neration for  the  work  it  shall  appoint  him  to  do.  Next 
afler  the  personal  service  rendered  by  the  members  of  a 
congregation,  each  of  whom  considered  himself  a  minister-at- 
large,  this  action  of  a  church,  in  supporting  a  minister  for 
other  purposes  than  the  supply  of  its  own  pulpit,  would  be 
most  worthy  of  approval.  Such  examples  are  not  unknown 
among  us.  For  maiiy  years,  the  Harvard  church  in  Charles- 
town  has  sustained  its  own  ministry-at-large.  Similar  efiTorts 
have  not  been  unsuccessful  in  other  places.  The  chapel  in 
Chambers  Street,  in  this  city,  exhibits  the  beneficent  use  of 
ample  means  by  one  of  the  older  congregations  of  Boston. 

Still  it  may  not  be  convenient  for  a  single  church  to  bear 
so  heavy  a  burden :  or  rather,  I  should  say,  few  churches 
have  reached  that  stage  in  the  development  of  congregational 
life,  which  is  marked  by  a  consciousness  of  the  ability  they 
possess.  While  waiting  for  them  to  arrive  at  this  conscious- 
ness, and  as  an  aid  to  their  progress,  we  might  suggest  a 
concurrent  action  of  two  or  more  churches  in  establishing  an 
agency  for  the  distribution  of  Christian  influences.     A  union 
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of  this  kind  would  prevent  the  failure  of  an  undertaking 
which  one  congregation  might  not  be  able  to  cany  on  alone, 
and  would  be  an  incentive  to  each,  and  a  satisfaction  to  both. 
It  would  not  be  difficult  to  prepare  the  details  of  such  an 
arrangement,  nor  would  there  be  even  a  remote  danger  of 
embarrassment  from  the  intrusion  of  jealous  feeling. 

Our  churches  may  not  be  prepared  to  adopt  this  approxi- 
mation to  a  perfect  plan  of  Christian  charity.  It  may 
seem  to  them  unreasonable  to  require,  that,  besides  sup- 
porting the  institution  of  public  worship  within  themselves, 
they  should  provide  a  separate  ministry  for  those  who  do  not 
join  them  in  the  reUgious  services  of  the  Lord's  day.  Let  a 
few  words  be  spoken  on  this  point.  A  perfect  plan  of 
Christian  action,  such  as  I  have  indicated,  would  call  the 
neglected,  the  needy,  and  the  sinful  into  the  house  of  prayer 
by  the  side  of  those  who  built  or  have  inherited  that  house. 
This  is  the  place  in  which  ''  the  rich  and  the  poor  should 
meet  together,"  acknowledging  the  Lord  as  '^  the  Maker  of 
them  aU."  The  minister  who  visits  the  abodes  of  indigence 
to  cheer  their  inmates,  or  the  habitations  of  wickedness  to 
draw  thence  the  servants  of  sin,  should  lead  them  to  the 
altar  befpre  which  other  sinners  bow  and  other  souls  implore 
comfort.  There  is  no  feature  in  the  condition  of  our  con- 
gregations so  painful  as  the  separation  founded  on  external 
differences,  by  which  one  class  virtually  excludes  another 
class  from  Christian  fellowship  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner 
most  favorable  for  the  cultivation  of  such  fellowship.  It 
would  doubtless  require  some  sacrifice  of  feeling,  and  perhaps 
some  change  in  the  management  of  the  financial  affiurs  of  our 
several  congregations,  to  admit  this  equality  of  privilege. 
But  is  it  not  right  in  theory?  and,  if  theoretically  right, 
might  it  not  be,  and  should  it  not  be,  reduced  to  practice  ? 

If,  however,  our  churches  are  not  ready  for  such  an  exem- 
plification of  the  Christian  spirit,  what  remains  to  be  done  ? 
Must  we  give  up  our  hope  of  calling  out  their  sympathies  and 
energies  in  the  prosecution  of  a  work  which  Christ  began 
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when  he  came  to  save  sinners^  and  which  he  left  for  a  crown 
of  glory  to  those  who  should  bear  his  name  ?  By  no  means. 
If  that  which  one  cannot  do  alone  might  be  accomplished 
by  a  union  of  two,  it  is  plain,  that,  where  two  fail  of  effecting 
a  union,  the  purpose  we  entertain  may  be  secured  by  a  wider 
combination.  Let  several  churches  enter  into  co-operation 
for  such  ends  as  they  may  regard  with  a  common  favor ;  let 
them  settle  the  terms  of  their  union  and  the  methods  of  con- 
joint action,  and  proceed  at  once  to  the  execution  of  their 
scheme,  —  a  scheme  conceived  in  the  interest  of  philanthropy, 
and  capable  of  execution  through  the  sustaining  power  of  reli- 
gious faith.  Who  can  harbor  a  doubt  of  success  ?  Though  not 
the  best  arrangement  that  could  be  devised,  if  it  be  the  best  that 
is  practicable,  who  will  withhold  his  encouragement  ?  Though 
not  all  that  may  be  undertaken  at  some  future  day,  if  it  be 
all  that  can  now  be  instituted,  who  will  be  so  —  what  epithet 
shall  we  use  ?  —  perverse,  shall  I  say  ?  —  rather  so  tenacious  of 
his  preference  for  an  impossible  plan,  that  he  will  not  counte- 
nance that  which  is  both  possible  and  sure  ?  Let  us,  in  every 
instance,  act  on  this  principle  of  partiality  for  our  own  judg- 
ment, and  what  benefit  that  demands  a  concurrence  of  dif- 
ferent minds  would  ever  be  conferred  on  society  ?  Let  every 
one  act  on  this  principle,  and  what  would  be  the  condition  of 
our  country  a  month  hence  ?  Let  every  one  refuse  his  support 
to  any  movement  except  that  which  he  entirely  approves,  or 
than  which  he  can  think  of  nothing  better,  and  what  pro- 
gress would  the  world  make  during  the  lifetime  of  such  a 
generation  of  cavillers  and  doubters  ?  Passive  obstruction  is 
sometimes  worse  than  active  hostility. 

We  are  not  left  to  witness  the  result  of  a  doubtful 
experiment.  T|^e  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches  is  the 
realization  of  such  a  scheme  as  I  have  described.  It  is  a 
union  of  churches  for  a  common  end;  that  end  being  the 
moral  and  religious  improvement  of  those  who  have  chosen, 
or  have  been  compeUed,  to  live  without  the  gracious  influ- 
ences which  pass  from  the  gospel   of  Christ  through  the 
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usual  channels  of  communication.     It  is  a  union  regulated 
and  limited  by  certain  ndes,  and  directed  to  the  employment 
of  certain  methods.      It  does  not,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
directly   or    indirectly,   control    the    independence    of   the 
churches,  but  leaves  the  fundamental  principle  of  Congre- 
gationalism intact.     It  is  a  voluntary  association,  from  which 
any  member  may  withdraw  at  any  time,  without  censure  or 
loss,  except  the  loss  of  satisfaction  in  upholding  a  good  work. 
It  does  not  even  touch  the  corporate  existence  of  our  congre- 
gations, but  unites  those  persons  in  each  of  them  who  may  be 
inclined  to  bear  a  part  in  sustaining  the  Ministry-at-large  in 
Boston.     Its  organization  is  simple,  yet  sufficient ;  its  action 
effective,  yet  free  from  noise  or  display.     At  first  a  mere 
association  of  individuals  representing  churches,  but  clothed 
with  no  legal  powers  or  immunities,  it  became  necessary,  as 
bequests  were  committed  to  its  care,  that  it  should  obtain  an 
Act  of  Incorporation.     It  would  not  be  easy,  however,  to  find 
another  instance  of  a  corporate  body  combining  such  perma- 
nance  with  such  mutability.     The  members  of  the  Fraternity 
are  annually  chosen  by  the  Branches  in  the  several  con- 
gregations;  these  Branches  being  only  companies  of  sub- 
scribers,  each   of  whom  is   as  free   from   any   compulsion 
after  as  before  his  connection  with  the  Branch.     A  trial  of 
nearly  thirty  years  has  shown  that  such  an  organization,  loose 
as  it  may  seem,  and  therefore  worthy  of  approval  by  those 
who  dread  external  restraint  in  matters  of  conscience  or  in 
enterprises  of  benevolence,  is  adequate  for  the  purposes  con- 
templated by  its  founders.     It  has  maintained  a  Ministry-at- 
large  during  this  length  of  time;   and,  as  opportunity  has 
arisen,  has  varied,  extended,  and  strengthened  its   opera- 
tions. 

They  who  were  active  in  forming  the  Fraternity  were 
influenced  by  considerations  like  tiiose  which  have  been 
offered  to  your  notice  this  evening.  It  may  be  said  with 
truth,  and  in  recommendation  of  the  plan  which  they 
adopted,  that  it  grew  out  of  circumstances  which  indicated 
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the  propriety  of  some  such  action.  The  Ministry^at-large 
did  not  originate  Trith  the  fraternity :  the  Fraternity  arose  to 
take  chaise  of  the  Ministry-at-lai^e.  Although  the  history 
of  their  connection  has  often  been  repeated,  it  may  not  be 
fanuHar  to  all  whom  I  address.  The  Ministry-at-laige  may 
be  judged  on  its  own  merits,  independently  of  the  organiza- 
tion by  which  it  is  now  sustained.  It  existed  before  that 
organization  was  thought  of :  it  would,  doubtless,  find  other 
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means  of  support  if  this  should  cease.  But  other  means  on 
which  reliance  was  placed  had  been  found  uncertain.  As  the 
importance  of  the  missionary  work  which  Dx.  Tuckerman 
conducted  became  more  clear,  and  those  who  studied  its  cha- 
racter obtained  a  firmer  conviction,  that,  in  justice  alike  to 
him  and  to  those  whom  (he  had  lifted  into  a  new  relation 
with  the  sympathies  of  the  Christian  portion  of  our  com- 
munity, it  ought  to  take  a  durable  form,  the  methods 
which  had  been  chbsen  — r-  nay,  hardly  chosen ;  rather  on 
which  the  Ministry  had  fallen  for  its  support -i— were  seen 
to  be  insecure  and  inadequate.  Eight  years  of  successful 
but  indefatigable  labor  had  drawn  to  this  enterprise  so  much 

attention,  and  such   a  share  of  the  public  favor,  that  our 
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churches  were  prepared  for  an  appeal  to  which  both  their 
wills  and  their  judgments  yielded  assent.  Twenty-nine  years 
ago,  delegates  &om  several  of  the  churches  that  were  asso- 
ciated through  the  ecclesiastical  fellowship  which  prevailed 
among  their  pastors  were  formed  into  a  body,  to  which  was 
confided  the  double  duty  of  collecting  from  -  the  congrega- 
ttons  such  an  amount  of  money  as  would  defray  the  annual 
expenses  of  the  Ministry-at-large,  and  of  superintending  its 
service  among  the  neglected  and  depraved  classes  in  our  city. 
That  superintendence  has  always  been  exercised  with  a  scru- 
pulous regard  to  the  freedom  which  every  one  employed  by 
the  Fraternity  should  enjoy  in  accommodating  his  ministerial 
service  to  the  circumstances  by  which  he  may  be  surround- 
ed ;  the  variety  in  the  modes  of  operation,  which  has  thence 
arisen,  being  considered  a  benefit  rather  than  an  evil.     In 
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one  or  two  of  the  churches  from  which  asaktaBce  has  been 
received,  objections  were  felt  to  a  formal  union  wilh  the  Fra- 
ternity ;  and,  in  two  or  three  instances,  a  church  which  ori- 
ginallj  was  represented  in  the  Board,  has,  by  default  or  by 
extinction,  ceased  to  hold  a  place  there.  Tet,  through  twenty- 
nine  years,  this  institution  has  continued  to  fulfil  the  hopes 
that  were  entertained  at  its  commencement;  and  whateyer 
efficacy  may  be  ascribed  to  the  ministry  in  which  Tucker-* 
man  and  Gray  —  not  to  speak  of  those  now  living,  who, 
whether  in  their  present  or  their  past  connection  with  this 
noble  charity,  have  illustrated  its  value  —  proved  them- 
selves followers  of  him  who  ''went  about  doing  good," 
redounds  to  the  credit,  and  may  be  dted  in  vindication  of  the 
character  (if  vindication  it  needs)  of  the  Benevolent  Fra- 
ternity of  Churches.  Of  the  effects  of  the  Ministry  which 
these  men  have  made  an  object  of  admiration  al^oad  as  well 
as  of  gratitude  at  home,  who  can  speak  in  terms  that  shall 
not  fall  below  its  deserts?  Who  can  say  how  many  lives 
have  been  snatched  from  ruin,  how  many  souls  led  to  God  ? 
Who  can  put  a  just  estimation  on  the  light,  strength, 
solace,  encouragement,  which  have  been  poured  into  hearts 
that  had  felt,  without  understanding,  their  want  ?  Who  can 
tell  how  much  iostruction,  how  much  restraint,  or  how  much 
impulse,  has  been  drawn  from  this  humble  yet  grand  and  glo- 
rious agency  ?  Who  can  even  compute  the  sums  which  might 
have  swollen  our  annual  municipal  expenditure,  if  the  wise  and 
gentle  counsel  of  these  best  of  missionaries  had  not  moved 
the  slothful,  the  disheartened,  or  the  intemperate,  to  enter  on 
a  path  of  honorable  industry,  or  their  remonstrances  and  en- 
treaties and  prayers  had  not-  saved  many  a  weak  or  wicked 
fellow-creature  from  the  sentence  of  the  court  and  the  con- 
finement of  the  prison?  Who  can  go  up  to  heaven,  and 
report  to  us  the  number  of  those  who  are  now  rejoicing  in 
the  presence  of  a  Love,  of  which  they  first  heard  with  any 
feeling  of  personal  interest,  as  the  titles  of  Father  and 
Saviour  dropped  on  their  dry  and  barren  hearts,  like  rain 
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on  the  parched  ground^  frhm  the  lips  of  these  servants  of 
Christ  ?  If  I  could  draw  back  the  veil  that  hides  that  other 
world  from  our  sights  and  point  to  one  and  another— I 
know  not,  God  alone  knows,  how  many  —  whose  ascent  to 
the  skies  began  under  the  guidance  of  this  ministry,  what 
incredulity  could  resist  the  proof  which  such  examples  must 
furnish?  Come  ye,  come  ye,  who  once  lived  in  darkness, 
shame,  wretchedness,  despair,  —  ye  whom  Satan  had  bound 
in  worse  chains  than  those  from  which  the  Son  of  God,  when 
on  earth,  loosed  a  poor  daughter  of  Abraham,  but  who  now 
rejoice  with  the  saints  in  glory,  —  oh !  bend,  for  one  brief  mo- 
ment, firom  your  celestial  abodes ;  and,  while  ye  dispel  every 
doubt  that  lingers  around  our  sluggish  •  wills,  kindle  in  our 
hearts  the  fire  of  a  generous  %dmiration,  that  we  may  hasten 
to  lend  to  thui  enterprise  our  cordial  and  grateful  support. 

The  Benevolent  Fraternity  is  commended  to  our  favorable 
consideration  by  its  design  and  by  its  history ;  a  design  than 
which  none  can  be  higher,  a  history  than  which  none  can  be 
more  honorable.  I  do  not  allege  in  its  behalf,  that  it  is  a 
perfect  institution.  What,  that  man  has  ever  shaped  in  his 
thought  or  produced  in  visible  expression,  is  faultless  ?  I  do 
not  say,  that  if  we  were  now  called  to  decide  between  differ- 
ent plans  for  the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  the 
people,  with  the  ground  before  us  aU  tmoccupied,  we  should 
adopt  this  form  of  organization ;  or  even  accept  the  Ministry- 
at-large,  without  some  important  modification  of  its  present 
structure.  I  do  not  affirm,  that  if  the  question  were  now  pro- 
posed for  the  first  time,  "  What  arrangement  will  be  best  for 
sustaining  this  ministry  ?  "  we  should  all  concur  in  accounting 
a  union  of  churches  the  best  that  could  be  devised.  But  I  do 
claim  for  this  arrangement,  that  it  is  practicable  and  effectual. 
I  do  maintain  that  this  institution  has  borne  the  trial  of  expe- 
rience, the  test  of  time,  the  criticism  of  dose  and  long  obser- 
vation, and  has  proved  alike  its  competency  and  its  stability. 
I  do  demand  for  it  the  confidence  and  honor  due  to  past 
success  and  present  vigor.     I  aver  that  it  can  be  charged 
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neither  with  decrepitude  nor  with  decay ;  and  I  pronounce 
it  worthy  of  the  respect  to  which  precious  and  tender  associa- 
tions may  entitle  any  product  of  human  wisdom. 

Let  me  again  lay  before  your  candid  judgment  the  &ct, 
that  this  Fraternity  occupies  the  ground  to  which  our  atten- 
tion, as  Christian  philanthropists,  has  now  been  directed.  It 
possesses  the  advantage  of  priority  and  experience.  Is  not 
this  sufficient  to  outweigh  the  possible  advantage  which  any 
new  method  might  possess  in  theoretical  adaptation  to  the  use 
which  we  would  make  of  it  ?  Is  it  wise  to  remove  or  to 
ignore  that  which  answers  our  purpose  well,  for  the,  sake  of 
introducing  that  which  may,  or  which  may  not,  answer  our 
purpose  better  ?  At  least  let  me  ask,  if  it  be  the  part  of 
wisdom  to  destroy  an  edifice  ^hich  atfords  considerable  ac- 
commodation, while  it  is  doubtful  if  another  of  equal  capacity 
could  be  raised  to  take  its  place  ?  Is  it  not  a  more  judicious 
course  to  retain  that  which  we  now  have,  until  it  plainly 
appears  that  a  better  will  succeed  it?  Would  the  farm«- 
merit  our  praise,  who  should  cast  off  the  plough  with  which 
he  had  for  years  tilled  his  ground,  before  he  had  evidence 
that  the  invention  he  might  substitute  would  cut  as  deep  and 
smooth  a  furrow  ?  Would  the  British  Government  show  its 
wisdom  in  dismantling  the  ships  on  which  it  has  long  relied 
for  the  national  defence,  imtil  the  success  of  other  forms  of 
naval  architecture  shall  have  been  established?  I  see  but 
faint  reason  to  believe  that  either  of  the  modes  of  con- 
nection between  the  rich  and  the  poor,  or  between  the  re- 
ligious and  the  irreligious  portions  of  our  community,  of 
which  I  have  spoken  as  marking  a  higher  stage  of  civilization, 
could  at  present  be  carried  into  effect,  except  imperfectly 
or  in  a  few  instances.  Would  such  partial  success  be  a  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  that  more  comprehensive,  though 
less  attractive,  instrumentality  which  it  would  displace  ? 

The  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches  has-  one  distinction 
altogether  its  own,  which  nothing  that  could  take  its  place 
would  inherit.     That  title  to  an  affectionate  respect  is  signi- 
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fied  by  its  name.  The  Fraternity  of  Churches  —  is  there 
not  a  charm  in  the  sound  of  these  words?  Is  there  not 
meaning  in  them  ?  The  name  was  not  chosen  as  some  names 
are,  because  they  are  void  of  meaning ;  nor  because,  like  many 
others,  it  concealed  or  conveyed  a  falsehood.  It  expressed  a 
fact,  it  represented  a  truth,  it  suggested  a  duty,  it  indicated 
a  privilege.  The  privilege,  the  duty,  the  truth,  and  the  fact 
are  the  same  now  as  they-  were  thirty  years  ago.  When  we 
pronounce  this  name,  we  declare,  that  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
where  democratic  institutions  are  guarded  by  the  public 
esteem,  and  independence  of  ecclesiastical  rule  is  secured  by 
the  habits  of  the  people,  several  churches  are  s^ble  to  com- 
bine their  forces  for  the  production  of  social  improvement, 
without  sacrificing,  compromising,  or  endangering  the  posses- 
sion by  each,  within  itself,  of  all  the  prerogatives  of  a  Chris- 
tian church.  The  only  regret  that  we  may  feel  in  connection 
with  this  statement  arises  from  the  fact,  that  the  Fraternity 
includes  but  eight  or  ten  of  the  more  than  one  hundjred 
churches  of  our  city ;  but  if  the  exclusion  of  the  rest  was  a 
consequence  of  their  dissent  from  our  exposition  of  the  gos- 
pel, and  therefore  £:om  concurrence  with  us  in  efforts  to 
diffuse  the  gospel,  we  can  only  rejoipe  that  our  co-operation, 
while  it  expresses  no  ill-will  and  involves  no  censure  that 
selects  them  for  its  object,  the  more  distinctly  marks  the 
cordial  relations  which  exist  between  the  churches  imited  by 
this  bond.  That  these  relations  are  less  intimate  —  I  will 
not  believe  they  are  less  friendly  —  than  they  were  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago,  is  undeniable ;  and  we  may  justly  mourn 
over  a  decay  of  the  sympathies  which  should  draw  our  con- 
gregations together.  For  the  sake  of  strengthening  these 
sympathies,  that  we  may  revive  aad  transmit  the  old  feeling 
of  mutual  esteem,  I  would  preserve  the  only  institution  which 
stimulates  .a  common  activity.  The  Thursday  Lecture  has 
become  extinct :  from  what  a  zenith  of  glory  did  it  reluc- 
tantly sink  towards  the  hour  of  its  disappearance  !  The 
Quarterly  Chanty  Lecture,  once  thronged  but  long  deserted, 
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has  retired  into  an  obscurity  which  the  notice  of  the  people 
seldom  invades.  Shall  ve  relinquish  all  participation  in 
Christian  purposes  and  Christian  services? 

One  of  the  tendencies  by  which  oar  social  life  is  aflfected 
points  to  an  extreme  individualism.  Opinion  and  practice 
must  alike  bear  the  stamp  of  the  personality  ^om  whidi  they 
proceed.  Our  religious  affairs  show  the  influence  of  this 
tendency.  The  minister,  who  once  sought  counsel  of  his 
brethren  and  was  ready  to  proffer  a  warm  esteem,  now  stands 
and  works  alone.  The  churches  seem  eager  to  have  as  much 
of  a  distinctive  character  as  possible, — each  its  own  style  of 
faith,  its  own  form  of  worship,  and  its  local  charitie?.  I  dep- 
recate this  separation.  I  do  not  call  it  alienation,  for  such  it 
is  not,  and  never  can  become ;  but  we  are  fiiUing  apart.  Is 
it  not  a  mistake  to  encourage  this  ecclesiastical  individuality  1 
Are  we  not  losing  power,  as  well  as  pleasure  ?  Is  not  our 
influence  on  the  community  made  less  perceptible,  is  it  not 
actually  lessened,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  our  con- 
tentment with  personal  or  congregational  isolation  ?  To  my 
brethren  in  the  ministry  let  me  respectfully  suggest  a  fear,  that 
success  in  building  up  parochial  interests,  without  reference 
to  the  relations  through  which  a  church  may  make  itself  the 
benefactor  of  the  whole  community,  may  deprive  the  commu- 
nity of  a  greater  benefit  than  any  which  will  accrue  to  the 
particular  church.  Before  our  congregations  let  me  bring  the 
inquiry,  whether  a  recognition  of  mutual  dependence  would 
not  re-act  favorably  on  their  internal  life,  inspiring  at  once 
a  generous  emulation  and  a  tranquil  confidence.  Would  not 
a  union  in  which  the  utmost  freedom  should  be  allowed,  while 
the  closest  friendship  was  maintained,  be  a  delightful  exhibi- 
tion ?  What  page  in  the  history  of  Boston  would  be  read  by 
those  who  may  come  after  us,  fairer  than  that  which  should 
describe  such  a  union  ?  The  institution  whose  anniversary 
we  celebrate  by  the  services  of  this  evening  is  one  means  of 
promoting  friendly  regards.  The  delegates  from  the  several 
Branches  bring  to  the  Fraternity  their  congr^ational  predi- 
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lections^  as  well  as  their  private  judgments ;  and^  in  the  com- 
parison, if  difference  be  sometimes  brought  to  light,  a  better 
understanding  and  a  heartier  respect  are  the  consequence. 
Discussion  among  fiiends  is  as  harmless  as  that  auroral  belt, 
which,  on  one  of  the  eyenings  of  the  last  week,  fixed  the  eye 
of  the  observer  in  admiration.  For  the  time,  it  seems  to  span 
the  heavens  with  its  cloudy  light,  and  we  know  not  whether 
it  be  the  symbol  of  peace  or  a  portent  of  strife ;  but  it  passes 
away,  and  leaves  only  the  impression  of  a  spectacle  which  we 
should  be  sorry  not  to  have  witnessed. 

The  discoturse  to  which  you  have  now  listened  has  confined 
itself  within  the  limits  which  an  advocate  for  the  Benevolent 
Fraternity  might  impose  on  bis  speech,  rather  than  been  an 
attempt  to  defend,  explain,  or  applaud  the  Ministry-at-large. 
With  that  ministry  you  are  too  well  acquainted  through 
observation  of  its  service,  or  through  perusal  of  the  Beports 
which  they  who  are  engaged  in  this  service  have  prepared,  to 
need  any  entreaty  that  you  will  bestow  on  it  your  countenance 
and  pecuniary  contribution.  The  Beports  which  describe  the 
work  of  the  last  year  will  be  placed  in  your  hands,  I  learn, 
on  the  next  Sunday.  They  will  show  how  steadily  and  suc- 
cessfully this  Christian  enterprise  is  conducted  by  those  who 
give  it  their  thoughts,  their  hearts,  and  their  strength.  They 
will  furnish  ample  proof,  that  if,  at  any  previous  time,  this 
ministry  has  been  useful,  there  is  neither  less  opportunity 
of  usefulness,  nor  less  desire  to  maintain  its  higK  character, 
now  than  formerly.  The  changes  in  certain  districts  of  the 
city,  by  which  one  class  of  the  population  is  driven  out  by 
another,  only  introduce  the  necessity  of  adjusting  our  local 
arrangements  to  these  changes.  They  do  not  lessen  the 
importance  of  the  Ministry-at-large,  nor  obscure  the  value  of 
its  contribution  to  the  influence  by  which  Boston  must  be 
permeated,  that  it  may  be  called  "  a  habitation  of  justice,  a 
mountain  of  holiness.'' 

The  time  may  come  —  no  one  can  tell  at  how  early  or  how 


56 

distant  a  day  —  when  an  agency  still  more  prodactiYe  of  good 
may  be  introduced ;  or  rather,  when,  instead  of  any  agency 
by  which  men  shall  place  in  the  hands  of  others  the  functions 
which  they  should  be  glad  to  keep  in  their  own  hands, — the 
iunctions  of  counsel,  sympathy,  and  reproof,  which  make  up 
the  work  of  Christian  beneficence,  -^  each  one  shall  directly 
discharge  his  part  in  advancing  the  interests  of  dyilization 
and  Christianity.  Then  would  a  new  era  dawn  upon  the 
world.  Then  would  the  city  of  God,  the  New  Jerusalem, 
have  descended  from  heaven,  and  taken  up  its  abode  with  men. 
Till  that  day,  when  "  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed," 
and  "  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  see  the  salvation  of  our 
God ; "  when,  though  the  poor  will  still  be  found  in  Christian 
communities,  they  will  be  I'egaisded  as  occasions  of  a  tender 
love,  and  sources  of  rich  happiness,  by  those  whose  sympathies 
they  shall  call  forth,  —  we,  and  they  who  may  follow  us,  must 
be  content  with  such  forms  of  charitable  or  spiritual  action 
as  shall  contain  the  least  imperfection.  One  of  these  forms 
has  claimed  our  attention  to-night.  If,  by  any  thing  which 
has  been  said,  a  better  apprehension  of  its  character  has  been 
communicated,  or  a  livelier  sense  of  its  importance  been  awa- 
kened, your  patience  will  not  have  been  exercised  without 
some,  however  poor,  requital. 
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REPORT. 


During  the  past  year,  the  corps  of  ministers  and  mission- 
aries  in  the  employ  of  the  Fraternity  has  been  the  same  as 
at  our  last  anniversary,  with  the  addition  of  the  Bey.  Mr. 
Newell  and  Mr.  Gopeland  in  the  sonth  section  of  the  city, 
who  are  performing  their  duties,  the  latter  gratuitously, 
nnder  the  direction  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Hale. 

A  new,  commodions,  and  pleasant  room  has  been  hired  for 
the  nse  of  Mrs.  Barry's  school,  on  the  comer  of  Shawmnt 
Avenne  and  Canton  Street ;  and  another  Sunday  school  has 
been  started,  as  an  experiment,  at  the  comer  of  Washing- 
ton and  Springfield  Streets,  for  the  benefit  of  the  increasing 
population  of  the  extreme  South  End ;  thus  furnishing  a 
place  for  religious  communion  to  persons  up  to  this  time 
entirely  without  any  in  that  neighborhood. 

The  '^  South  Mission  "  has  necessarily  occupied  a  great 
portion  of  the  attention  of  your  Committee  during  the  year 
just  closed.  In  regard  to  the  "Suffolk-street  Chapel," 
matters  remain  substantially  the  same  as  at  tUs  time  a 
year  ago,  —  the  society  worshipping  in  that  building  not 
having  yet  decided  whether  they  will  remain  there  perma- 
nently, or  relinquish  the  property  to  us,  notwithstanding 
our  repeated  applications  to  them  on  the  subject.  The 
interest  due  on  the  mortgage-notes  held  by  us  has  been 


4  THIBTIETH  ANNUAL  BEPOBT. 

paid  in  part  only.  For  this  reason,  your  Gonunittee  have 
not  been  able  to  make  any  permanent  arrangement  in  that 
part  of  the  city,  bnt  have  been  obliged  to  wait,  hoping  all 
the  time  that  some  means  may  be  found  to  do  away  with  the 
existing  embarrassment.  The  Fraternity  is  nevertheless 
doing  a  great  amount  of  work  in  the  South  Mission ;  hav- 
ing three  missionaries  (Bev.  Mr.  Newell,  Mr.  Gopeland, 
and  Mrs.  Barry)  laboring  there  under  its  auspices,  and 
contributing  in  whole  or  in  part  to  the  support  of  three 
Sunday  schools,  where  religious  exercises  are  held  on  sab- 
baths and  week-days.  In  the  other  portions  of  the  city, 
the  missions  are  in  a  flourishing  condition ;  the  Sunday 
schools  all  being  crowded,  while  the  attendance  of  adults 
is  very  satis&ctory.  It  will  be  seen  by  an  examination  of 
the  accompanying  Reports,  that  the  ministers  of  the 
three  chapels  desire  more  room,  for  their  Sunday  schools 
particularly ;  and  the  want  is  so  great  as  to  demand  imme- 
diate attention  from  the  Fraternity. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  a  dividend  of  four  hundred 
dollars  was  received  from  the  executors  of  the  estate  of 
George  Callender,  Esq.,  for  which  suitable  acknowledg- 
ment was  made  by  the  Executive  Committee ;  and,  in 
December,  a  legacy  of  two  thousand  dollars  was  received 
from  the  estate  of  the  late  Mrs.  Susan  Heard,  which  was 
promptly  paid  by  the  executor,  N.  A.  Thompson,  Esq., 
for  which  the  thanks  of  the  Fraternity  were  cordially 
expressed. 

For  the  Committee. 

C.  D.   HOMANS, 

SecreUuy. 


DB.  BIGELOW'S  BEFOBT. 


DR.  BIGELOWB  BEPORT. 

To  the  Ezecutiye  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gbntlbhbn, -^  In  obedience  to  your  summons,  I  proceed  to 
submit  my  Annual  Report 

The  preparation  of  such  document  is  a  dutj  which  may  be 
lightly  or  laboriously  performed.  The  prominent  facts  in  my 
yearly  work  may  be  stated  in  few  words.  The  comments  sug- 
gested and  the  observations  and  reflections  which  they  invite,  if 
indulged  to  the  extent  I  might  wish,  would  pass  the  limits  to  which 
I  am  expected  to  be  confined,  and  be  tedious  to  you  in  the  recitaL 
There  is  an  egotism  in  such  form  of  communication  whether  longer 
or  (Sorter,  naturally  distasteful,  which  would  be  gladly  shunned; 
the  lesser  infliction  of  which  upon  yourselves,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, may  be  hoped  from  the  limitations  of  a  modest  brevity. 

The  task  of  reporting,  I  have  said,  might  in  one  shape  be  easy. 
To  give  the  tabular  returns  of  the  number  of  my  missionary  calls 
and  visits, — exceeding  rather  than  falling  short  of  three  thousand, 
during  the  year  now  closing ; — to  enumerate  the  books,  tracts,  copies 
of  the  Scriptures  (in  whole  or  in  part),  the  collective  variety  of 
printed  matter,  useful  publications  adapted  to  the  times  or  specially 
suited  to  the  wants  of  the  people  among  whom  I  have  been  conver- 
sant,—  the  schedule  thus  disposed  of  amounting  to  five  thousand 
of  all  sorts; — to  add  my  daily  attendance  at  the  Central  Office, 
the  incidental  duties  there  imposed,  the  correspondence  growing  out 
of  my  relation  thereto,  reports  on  cases  (a  miscellaneous  mass) 
submitted  for  investigation  requiring  personal  attention,  and  often 
a  careful  and  anxious  scrutiny; — to  give  the  list  of  home-callers 
and  applicants  to  whom  my  morning  hours  are  devoted,  not  includ- 
ing a  description  of  the  manifold  wants  and  occasions  bringing  them 
to  my  doors,  embracing  the  strangest  diversities  of  human  need ;  — 
to  tell  the  garments  and  stores,  the  provision  and  fuel,  supplies  for 
the  sick,  helps  for  the  wretched,  bundles  and  budgets  of  all  kinds  of 
daily  and  weekly  issue  and  distribution, — all  this  were  compara- 
tively easy*  The  figures  would  be  large,  the  exhibits  not  insignifi- 
cant—  certainly  of  the  time  and  solicitude  required,  the  labors 
performed,  and  the  measure  of  good  attempted  or  accomplished  at 
the  multifarious  calls  of  humanify. 

Yet  this  would  convey  but  a  vague  and  imperfect  notion  of  the 
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work  and  seirice  of  a  missionatj  in  the  sphere  to  which  I  have 
been  assigned,  and  of  the  wearing — not  seldom  exhausting — daties 
claimed  at  his  hands.  He  must  be  ready  for  all  calls,  ^  instant  in 
season  and  out  of  season."  Cold  and  heat,  storm  or  wet,  must 
interpose  no  bar  to  his  movements.  In  drifting  snows  and  pelting 
rains  or  sweltering  heats,  he  must  go  where  duty  summons,  where 
suffering  pleads,  at  the  cry  of  distress  to  the  abodes  of  want,  to 
minister  to  the  lowly,  —  the  sick,  afflicted,  destitute,  —  in  the  hovels 
of  the  famishing  in  cellar  or  attic,  to  the  victims  of  disease,  or  beside 
the  rude  pallet  *^  where  parting  life  is  laid."  No  parley  must  there 
be  with  the  solicitations  of  ease  and  self-indulgence,  no  postpone- 
ments to  more  **  convenient  seasons."  The  rougher  the  elements, 
the  more  urgent  the  needs.  The  piping  of  the  keen  blasts,  as 
with  the  mariner  in  a  gale,  is  to  him  a  piping  to  the  fore-deck 
for  watch  and  exposure ;  or,  like  a  monk  of  St  Bernard,  instead  of 
staff  and  cowl,  he  (the  missionary)  must  gird  his  storm-ooat  about 
him  and  hie  himself  to  the  relief  of  the  perishing.  As  an  illustra- 
tion in  point,  and  to  exhibit  somewhat  the  nature  of  the  outrdoor 
duties  of  your  agent  in  this  department  of  service,  I  may  cite  the 
experience  of  the  last  week. 

The  visitation  of  cold  fell  suddenly  upon  us.  Its  fitful  occur- 
rence on  the  week  antecedent,  from  the  9th  to  the  12th  instant, 
though  sufficiently  severe,  was  a  zephyr  in  comparison.  It  came  as 
a  surprise,  like  our  previous  cold  spells  this  winter,  intercalated  with 
the  prevailing  mild  temperatures  of  the  season.  It  found  t)ie  poor  as 
usual  (nor  them  alone),  unprepared.  Winter,  it  had  been  supposed, 
had  done  its  worst,  and  already  in  rough  fashion  taken  its  departs 
ure ;  but  now,  leaping  forth  with  tiger-bound  from  its  near  ambush, 
or  rather  like  a  polar  bear  plumped  down  from  the  Arctic,  its  grip 
was  terrible.  During  four  days,  from  the  17th  to  the  20th  instant 
inclusive,  or,  more  strictly,  from  Tuesday  eve,  16th,  after  leaving 
my  Girls'  School,  to  a  late  hour  on  Saturday  night,  ninety  visits 
were  made  by  me  to,  or  in  behalf  of,  the  suffering  poor  of  our  city ; 
and  for  the  entire  week,  Sunday  inclusive,  they  numbered  *  a  hun- 


*  Ofioe  duties  were  likewise  attended  toon  the  sevenl  days  of  the  week,  and 
visits  made  to  the  Pitts-street  night  school  on  each  of  the  fonr  stated  CTenings  of 
instraction. 

The  work,  I  may  add,  was  done  on  short  rations,  —  a  cup  of  tea  and  a  hiscnit 
snatched  at  a  ooffise-foom  being  the  sole  refreshment  indulged  in;  my  LeiUm  absti- 
nence, otherwise,  averaging  upwards  of  ten  hours  daily. 
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dred  and  twenty.  The  circait  embraced  portions  of  eight  wards. 
On  the  memorable  Wednesday,  the  ITth,  a  score  and  a  half  calls 
(80)  were  made;  my  walks  extending  from  South  Cove  to  Son- 
thac  Street,  and  Fort  Hill  to  Copps*.  Not  one  wretched  abode 
was  entered  that  was  left  unfamished  with  some  means  of  relief, 
—  aids  adapted  to  its  more  pressing  necessities,  whether  orders  for 
fael,  provisions,  or  stores ;  comforts  for  the  sick,  clothing  and  better 
cover  for  the  bedridden  and  half-dad.  ^  Short  shrift ''  was  made 
with  the  dying ;  for,  the  dying  were  confronted  in  more  than  one 
tenement  But  consolations  were  ministered ;  kind,  soothing  words 
were  spoken,  and  prayers  sought  and  offered,  to  fix  the  believer's 
hope  on  a  home  and  refuge  **  beyond  the  windy  storm  and  tempest " 
in  a  land  of  blessed  rest  Saddening,  unspeakably  so,  were  the 
scenes  of  destitution  occasionally  presented  during  my  explorations. 
In  one  place,  by  the  bedside  of  a  poor,  lone,  aged  woman  of  most 
worthy  character,  once  in  comfortable  circumstances,  a  cup  of  drink 
which  a  kind  neighbor  had  set  within  reach  the  night  before  for 
refreshment  when  needed,  was  found  congealed  to  a  solid  lump  of 
ice.  In  another  place  was  a  sick  boy,  the  hope  of  a  widowed  mo- 
ther, in  a  high  fever,  cuddled  under  a  litter  of  scraggy  bedclothes, 
with  no  palliatives  at  hand,  —  nothing  to  wet  his  parched  lips  but  a 
little  water,  tenderly  pressed  by  the  linxious,  careworn  parent  bend- 
ing tearfully  over  him.  In  a  small  stove,  in  the  centre  of  the  room, 
were  a  few  expiring  embers ;  and  a  broken  sieve  in  a  corner  held 
the  entire  remnant  of  fuel,  a  bare  handful  of  coals,  frugally  kept  to 
do  battle  with  the  bitter  frost,  and  the  cruel  night-winds  sifting 
through  the  rattling  casements.  Elsewhere,  by  thie  bedside  of  a 
poor  consumptive,  was  presented  a  more  startling  sight,  a  basin 
on  a  low  stool,  half  filled  with  red  life-blood  effused  from  a  terrible 
hemorrhage  with  which  he  had  been  just  seized,  the  pallor  of  death 
on  his  features,  weakened  almost  beyond  the  power  of  speech ;  and 
here  too,  in  that  cheerless  apartment,  was  not  a  spark  of  fire,  and 
want  and  dreariness  reigned  around.  The  man  was  no  pauper, 
never  a  mendicant  but  late  an  industrious,  hard-working  me- 
chanic, reduced  by  wasting  disease  to  his  present  miserable  extre- 
mity ;  a  husband  and  father,  withal,  soon  to  leave  a  wife  and  four 
little  ones,  —  outcasts  upon  the  wide,  uncaring  world.  He  was  a 
foreigner  indeed,  with,  technically,  no  legal  claim  on  the  city's  aid 
for  relief,  from  insufficient  settlement  Whither  should  he  go? 
To  Tewksbury?    If  the  meet  place,  how  be  removed  thither?    Is 


8  THIBTIBTH  ANKUAL  BBIPOBT. 

Tewksburj  capacious  enough  to  shelter  aU  such  conditions?  or 
Bainsford  or  Bridgewater?  The  Gtj  Hospital,  if  completed, 
might  have  lent  the  proper  asylam  for  a  subject  like  this ;  but  dur- 
ing its  erection,  and  the  long,  weary  interval  of  preparation,  how 
many  victims,  as  in  the  instance  cited,  have  already  perished  from 
among  us ! 

Fuel  was  the  great  cry  which  met  me  in  these  walks;  a  cry  un- 
appeasable not  to  be  disregarded,  whatever  the  cravings  from  other 
causes.  In  a  single  morning,  I  issued  two  dozen  orders  (26)  before 
leaving  my  doors;  of  course  for  small  quantities, — two  or  three 
baskets  of  coal  to  a  family :  yet,  slender  as  the  relief  may  seefla, 
the  aid  afforded  in  this  one  form  of  benefieu^on,  so  seasonably  ap- 
plied, is  scarcely  to  be  estimated.  I  am  not  disposed  to  take 
exception  to  the  trenchant  rules  of  exclusion  on  the  part  of  the 
managers  of  our  public  charities  to  far  the  larger  class  of  their 
fonner  out-door  beneficiaries,  even  in  cases  of  long  residents  among 
us,  — persons  wanting  clearly  the  rights  of  a  legal  settlement;  but 
certain  it  is,  the  practical  working  of  such  exclusion  has  borne  fear- 
fully hard  on  many  worthy  individuals  this  season,  and,  in  particular 
cases  of  doubtful  construction,  proved  quite  too  harsh,  incisive,  and 
unsparing.  A  less  summary,  more  liberal  and  considerate  treatment 
of  our  poor  generally,  would  have  been  commendable  from  motives 
of  humanity,  as  well  as  in  the  long-run,  I  doubt  not,  the  dictates  of 
a  wise  and  sound  and  prudential  policy. 

Ere  quitting  this  topic,  I  may  be  permitted  the  remark,  that  the 
personal  labors  of  which  I  have  spoken,  illustrative  of  a  class  of 
duties  I  am  continually  called  to  perform  both  from  the  claims 
of  compassion  and  the  wishes  of  the  benevolent,  embracing  many  of 
the  generous  friends  and  patrons  of  our  ministry,  —  these  labors, 
it  may  be  thought,  are  of  a  veiy  humble  and  subordinate  character. 
It  may  be  said  that  the  primary  work  of  a  missionary  to  the  poor 
is  a  preaching  the  gospel  in  their  homes,  and  feeding  their  souls 
with  the  bread  and  the  waters  of  life ;  but  however  this  may  be  on 
abstract,  theoretical  grounds,  to  one  in  the  post  assigned  me  the 
union  of  the  twofold  occupations  would  be  found  often  a  taskwork 
of  no  easy  or  ready  accomplishment  An  universal  presence  would 
be  required  of  a  minister,  and  demands  on  his  strength  passing  the 
reaches  of  a  common  humanity ;  and  as  to  the  humility  of  one 
branch  of  the  employment,  if  this  be  to  be  vile,  I  am  ready  to 
exclaim  in  the  language  of  old  time,  "  I  would  be  yet  more  vile." 
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Looking  to  the  loftiest  example,  we  find  that  the  Son  of  Man  dis- 
dained not  to  deal  bread  to  the  hungry.  Most  of  his  wondrous 
works  were  miracles  of  mercj,  in  tenderness  for  the  temporal  needs 
which  he  saw,  not  to  turn  from  but  to  pity  and  relieve, — healing  the 
maladies,  soothing  the  sorrows,  i^ourishing  the  bodies,  of  the  chil- 
dren of  men.  The  occasions  themselves,  we  find,  he  seldom  used 
on  the  spot  as  texts  or  themes  for  his  divine  discourses,  content  to 
leave  the  lesson  and  moral  to  be  silently  drawn  from  the  effects 
and  agencies  exerted.* 

Of  the  other  employments  connected  with  my  mission  (which,  in 
'general,  have  continued  as  heretofore),  there  is  nothing  specially 
noteworthy  to  record.  A  few  words  may  be  expected,  nevertheless, 
of  the  school  already  alluded  to,  taught  on  week-day  evenings  in 
Pitts-street  Vestry.  Opened,  as  usual,  in  early  November,  its  quiet 
operations  have  been  prosperously  conducted  through  the  season. 
Some  six  hundred  scholars  have  enjoyed  its  privileges ;  a  lesser 
number  than  on  the  preceding  year,  but  embracing  pupils,  on  an 
average,  of  larger  growth  and  ages  more  advanced.  Several  of 
the  latter  have  been  forty  years  old.  They  have  been  gathered  not 
alone  from  the  neighborhood,  but  from  the  North-End  and  Fort- 
Hill  districts,  and  some  from  more  distant  places.  Good  order, 
commendable  diligence  and  progress  have  prevailed  in  the  two 
departments.  The  Young  Men  and  Boys'  School  has  been  again 
under  the  faithful  superintendence  of  Mr.  Samuel  Condon,  assisted 
during  the  earlier  part  of  the  term  by  the  efficient  labors  of  Mr. 
Simon  W.  Hathaway.f  Mrs.  Elizabeth  P.  Sawyer  has  had 
charge  of  the  Girls'  Division,  —  a  trust  which  she  had  previously 
managed  with  marked  success ;  and  both  her  services  and  those  of 
Mr.  Condon  have  been  eminently  praiseworthy,  >  and  entitled  to 
grateful  recognition. 

Increasing  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  securing  an  ade- 
quate number  of  competent,  regular  teachers  in  this  humble  yet 
meritorious  work ;  so  many  are  the  calls  and  engrossing  interests  in 

*  Even  in  that  most  affecting  scene,  the  raising  a  poor  widow's  son  at  Nain, 
the  Saviour  stopped  not  to  discourse  or  address  the  weeping  groups.  His  feet  at  once 
moved  whither  his  divine  compassions  instinctively  turned.  He  stood  and  touched 
the  bier.  He  recalled  the  dead  man  to  life.  He  saw  the  work,  that  it  was' done,  so 
godlike  and  divine;  —  saw  that  it  was  gopd;  —  exulted  in  the  happiness  produced, 
the  fountain  of  sorrows  dried,  the  well  of  joy  opened  up  in  one  late  desolate  bosom. 
Beholding  all  this,  his  soul  rejoiced;  and  anon  he  passed  on. 

t  Of  the  Suffolk  Bar,  in  the  office  of  the  Attorney-General. 
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these  eventful  times  pleading  in  other,  quarters.  Our  list  of  such 
helpers,  stated  and  occasional,  has  scarcely  exceeded  forty  altogether 
in  the  two  departments*  A  severer  strain  has  heen  put  upon  the 
efforts  of  the  faithful  and  ti;ue  who  have  wrought  patiently  on,  the 
care  of  double  classes  being  cheerfully  assumed  by  some ;  and  a 
propoiftionate  debt  of  gratitude  is  the  meed  of  their  endeavors.* 

We  have  had  the  usual  varieties  of  nationality  to  deal  with  in  the 
list  of  our  young  subjects ;  having,  in  addition  to  Provincials  and 
British  natives  (forming  the  greater  mass),  the  task  of  incorporat- 
ing and  assorting  Germans  and  Italians,  French,  Portuguese,  and 
Poles ;  yet  all  meeting  in  concord,  no  strife  of  weapont  or  tongue^ 
throughout  the  miscellaneous  assemblage.  In  the  item  of  occupa- 
tions, newsboys  and  shoe-blacks  have  numbered  a  hundred  —  a 
little  "brigade." 

The  wants  bf  our  poor's  purse  have  been  generously  met.  The 
following  is  a  synopsis  of  office  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
closing  year :  — 

1863. 

March  2.    Balance  on  hand $84.58 

June    4.    ReceiTed  from  Charles  A.  Burrage,  Esq.,  Treasurer, 

semi-annual  income  of  Lienow  Fund 103.10 

Dec.    2.    Receiyed  do.  do. 116.60 

1864. 
Feb.  27.    Amount  of  general  voluntary  donations  in  aid  of  the 

charities  of  the  Ministry  at  Large 1,386.00 

Total  credits $1,689.23 

Pw  Contra, 
1864. 

Feb.  27.    Paid  total  office-expenses  for  the  year  ((286.48),  and 

charitable  appropriations  ($1,231.36)  to  date  .    .    .  $1,617.84 

„    „     Balance  to  new  account 171.89 

Total  (as  abore) $1,689.23 

*  Of  the  yoang  gentlemen  who  hare  assisted  In  the  Male  Department,  the  fol- 
lowlDg  names  deserye  mention;  ylz.:  Messrs.  Thaddens  W.  Nichols,  Samuel  S. 
Shaw,  Edward  S.  Grew,  George  M.  Faught,  Geoi;ge  Johnson,  Jan.,  T.  and  T.  S. 
Bigelow,  George  H.  Dean,  S.  G.  Condon,  Henry  H.  Johnson,  George  P.  Bates, 
T.  S.  Hastings,  D.  W.  Watson.  Officers  George  M.  Felch  and  Thomas  Watson 
haye  also  rendered  yalnable  seryioes  in  the  work  of  instruction.  Among  the 
ladies,  grateful  record  should  be  made  of  the  names  of  Miss  Abbie  M.  Dayis, 
Mrs.  Catherine  Lord,  Miss  Caroline  G.  Jaquith,  Misses  Laura  A  and  Eugenia  M. 
Lock,  Misses  Oliyia  E.  and  Emily  Forister,  Miss  Ellen  J.  Horace,  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Lord,  Miss  Lucy  Ann  Dayis,  and  Miss  M.  £.  Faxon. 
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Included  in  oar  general  receipts,  as  in  the  former  year,  was  the 
spontaneous  offering  from  a  youthful  benefactress  of  two  hundred 
dollars,  —  a  noble  boon,  which  was  invested  at  once  in  the  purchase 
of  clothing  and  other  needful  articles  for  the  poor  at  the  salesroom 
of  the  Needlewoman's  Friend  Society.  An  order  on  the  same  for 
fifty  dollars  in  goods  from  another  source  in  accordance  with  a 
wonted  liberality,  enriched  our  stores  and  the  diffusive  comforts  of 
which  the  Ministry  at  Large  was  the  happy  agency.  The  few 
friends  who  contributed  additional  sundries  for  our  needy,  are  grate- 
fully remembered.  To  the  ladies  of  the  Tuckerman  Circle  our 
acknowledgments  are  pre-eminently  due.  Their  bounty  has  out- 
reached  any  former  scale ;  the  total  of  their  remittances  for  chari- 
table uses  during  the  year  last  past  having  amounted  to  $1,358.18. 
It  is  an  advance  of  nearly  four  hundred  dollars  ($392.18)  on  their 
collective  grants  in  1862-3,  generous  as  those  then  were.  But  it  is 
a  beautiful  characteristic  of  the  law  of  charity  to  multiply  itself.  It 
is  instinctively  emulous,  nourished  by  self-indulgence ;  and  the  libe- 
rality, bright  in  springtide  promise,  exuberant  in  summer's  bloom, 
has  its  natural  out^wth  in  a  spirit  of  teeming  and  irrepressible 

munificence. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

0 

Andrew  Bioelow. 

FxB.  27, 1864. 
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^  BoBTOK,  Feb.  2a,  1864. 

Gentlemen:  — 

The  Needy,  —  When  this  war  broke  out,  there  were  some,  with 
no  lack  of  trust  in  God  or  of  confidence  in  humanity,  who  doubted 
as  to  what  would  become  of  our  needy  ones.  **  War  is  a  terrible 
and  expensive  necessity,"  we  said.  *^It  will  open  up  channels, 
in  which  the  streams  of  benevolence  must  fiow.  It  will  present 
new  and  more  numerous  and  more  peculiar  objects  of  bounty,  with- 
out failing  also  to  increase  the  class  of  those  who  will  &11  to  our 
especial  care."  But  God  is  good.  Man  is  not  so  limited  in  bene- 
volence as  we  sometimes  imagine.  At  any  rate,  the  power  of  giving 
grows  by  exercise ;  and  it  is  such  a  luxury,  that  few  who  are  actually 
benevolent  like  to  give  it  up ;  and  so,  instead  of  being  less  cared  for, 
we  have  been  more.    The  blessed  Tuckerman  Circle  at  once  saw 
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our  fears,  smiled  at  onr  simplicitj,  opened  its  hand  a  little  wider 
than  usual,  and  said  nothing.  Others  have  done  likewise.  Thus 
with  the  d/emand  has  come  the  supply,  so  that  not  a  case  has  been 
neglected. 

The  BenevoH.  —  At  the  Chapel  we  had  another  fear.  The 
joung  men  enlisted.  One  after  another,  the  truest  and  the  best  left 
us  for  the  battle-field.  What  will  become  of  the  Pitts*«treet  Chapel 
Associates? — the  only  association  we  had  claiming  to  do  even  the 
least  work  in  a  literary  way.  This  society  had  held  its  weekly 
meetings  for  debate  and  the  like,  and  its  occasional  meetings  for 
more  public  exhibitions.  It  had  '*  got  up  "  several  courses  of  popu- 
lar lectures,  and  had  done  other  good  work.  What  'now  was  to 
become  of  it  ?  It  dwindled  and  it  died.  Hardly  was  life  extinct, 
when  a  dozen  young  men  -*  they  must  so  be  called  in  these  days— 
associated  themselves  together,  and,  taking  to  themselves  the  name 
of  The  Benevoli,  bid  fair  to  equal  their  predecessors.  So  another 
fear  was  banished. 

Those  who  need  Jkstruction,  —  It  hardly  seems  worth  while  to 
say,  that  always  in  a  congregation  like  that* connected  with  the 
Chapel,  after  all  that  the  public  schools  have  done,  there  is  a  larger 
or  smaller  number,  who,  from  necessity  or  ambition,  leave  school  too 
young.  These,  in  a  few  months,  feel  a  deficiency,  which  they  hard- 
ly know  how  to  supply.  They  cannot  and  should  not  be  induced  to 
attend,  with  so  many  of  a  certain  class  of  foreigners,  Ithe  evening 
schools.  Therefore,  one  small  class  of  lads  (las  met  twice  a  week 
'  in  my  study,  under  the  charge  of  a  faithful  Sunday-school  teacher. 
This  labor  is  gratuitously  performed  after  teaching  all  day  in  a 
public  school.  The  wants  of  a  few  others  have  been  met  by  hours 
given  by  myself,  from  time  to  time,  as  arrangement  could  be  made. 
If  we  had  a  suitable  place,  quite  a  number  could  thus  be  gathered : 
before  another  tiMy  it  is  hoped  that  some  arrangement  may  be 
made. 

Thus  neither  intellectual  nor  physical  necessities  have  been  neg- 
lected. More  money  than  usual  has  been  spent  to  feed,  clothe,  and 
warm ;  more  instrumentalities  used  to  ihstruct ;  and  even  calisthe- 
nic  exercises  have  been  introduced  in  two  classes,  so  that  persons 
exhausted  in  close  workshops  or  schoolhouses  through  the  day  might 
be  invigorated. 

The  OhjecU  —  Now,  will  it  be  said  that  the  true  object  of  this 
ministry  has  been  forgotten?  —  that  caring  for  the  physical  and 
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mental  is  not  the  work  of  a  Minister  at  Large  ?  Admit  it  most  em- 
phatically ;  and  if  the  money  which  we  have  spent  had  been  given 
to  those  not  coming  under  the  moral  influence  of  the  Chapel,  then  it 
would  have  been  the  work  of  a  mere  almoner.  Or  if  the  mental 
instruction  had  been  for  Catholic  foreigners,  who  hold  no  other 
relation  to  the  Chapel,  far  better  pass  the  work  over  to  teachers  ap- 
pointed by  the  city  or  by  any  benevolent  association ;  or,  if  calis- 
thenics were  taught  to  even  Protestant  members  of  other  chapels  or 
congregations,  better  send  them  to  Dr.  Lewis.  But  all  that  has 
been  done  in  the  above  ways  has  been  for  the  benefit  of  the  actual 
members  of  those  connected  with  the  Chapel,  and  has  contributed 
to  the  end  desired.  Now,  that  end,  of  course,  is  to  banish  sin 
by  bringing  in  true  piety.  It  is  to  multiply  as  rapidly  as  possible 
good  men,  good  women,  and  good  children  in  ^he  community.  It 
is  to  fit  all,  if  possible,  out  of  pure  hearts,  and  lives  well  spent,  to 
thank  God  for  the  life  which  now  is,  and  the  hope  of  that  which  is 
to  come.  When  the  moral  nature  is  in  a  good  condition,  somehow 
or  other,  temporal  prosperity  frequently  follows  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence. Still  there  is  continually  mvch  in  the  physical  and  mental 
to  be  done  as  a  preparation  for  the  moral,  or  as  an  aid  to  the 
furtherance  of  this  especial  work. 

j^biff,  (u  to  the  Work. —  Very  much  the  same  routine  is  being 
pursued.  All  of  this  may  be  more  clearly  seen,  perhaps,  by  speak- 
ing of  what  the  church,  the  congregation,  and  the  Sunday  school 
are  doing  separately. 

THE    CHUBCH. 

Not  that  the  church  has,  this  year  or  in  preceding  years,  accom- 
plished very  much  independently  as  a  church.  Still  there  are  some 
specialities  which  are  its  own. 

1.  The  Preparatory  Lecture.  —  This  lecture  is  attended  once  a 
month  with  a  remarkable  degree  of  regularity  and  interest,  and  has 
been  for  years. 

2.  The  Lord^s  Supper.  —  If  the  former  service  is  not  neglected,  it 
is  sure  that  this  rite  will  be  cared  for.  The  blessedness  of  its  influ- 
ence is  more  and  more  obvious  with  every  passing  year.  It  is  in- 
deed a  power  which  is  felt.  It  is  to  the  fidelity  of  the  church  to 
these  two  services  that  we  attribute  so  large  a  number  of  communi- 
cants in  proportion  to  the  congregation,  and  so  active  a  spirit  of 
practical  piety. 
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Besides  these  two,  there  are  three  other  instrumentalities  being 
used  in  connection  with  the  church,  and  to  some  profit. 

3.  A  Monthly  Devotional  Meeting.  —  This  meeting  is  attended 
by  a  few  persons,  who,  when  they  joined  the  church,  were  quite 
young,  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  determined  to  hold  this  special 
meeting  with  the  pastor  on  each  Saturday  afternoon  preceding  the 
communion-Sunday.  This  meeting  has  now  been  held  for  four 
years,  without  an  omission ;  and  has  been,  and  is,  a  real  blessing. 

4.  TiDo  Circles.  —  Each  holds  a  weekly  lAeeting,  and  both  are 
doing  somewhat  for  the  good  of  humanity  after  a  Christian  plan  which 
is  highly  practical.  One  of  these  especially  has  done  much.  Among 
other  good  things,  it  invited  between  fifly  and  sixty  old  ladies  to  a 
party  at  my  house ;  and,  in  spite  of  a  snow-storm,  there  gathered 
a  goodly  number  wh6  spent  an  aflernooa  and  evening  to  the  perfect 
satisfaction  of  all. 

5.  The  Church  Festival.  —  For  the  third  time  during  the  last 
seventeen  years,  the  church  has  held  what  may  be  called  its  Paschal 
Feast.  The  vestry  was  appropriately  decorated.  Tables  to  the 
capacity  of  the  vestry^  were  spread,  and  bountifully  laden.  The 
teachers  of  the  Howard  Sunday  School,  and  other  kindred  spirits, 
were  invited,  and,  together  with  the  church,  sat  down  to  a  feast,  at 
which  every  hymn  sung,  every  prayer  offered,  every  remark  made 
and  service  performed,  was  commemorative  of  the  Saviour.  So 
that  the  old  ladies'  party  and  this  church  festival  may  be  said  to  be 
the  specialities  of  the  year,  as  the  devotional  meeting,  the  two 
circles,  the  preparatory  lecture,  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  are  the 
special  instrumentalities  of  the  church  every  year. 

THE   SUNDAY   SCHOOL. 

1.  The  Sunday  school  has  pursued  its  wonted  course,  holding 
two  sessions  each  Sunday,  but  with  this  difference  in  its  plan :  The 
rooming  school  has  been  consolidated  into  four  classes.  The 
youngest  class,  under  Miss  Frances  S.  Merrill,  is  studying  the  sim- 
plest form  of  the  life  of  Jesus.  A  second  class,  under  my  own 
charge,  are  taking  the  same  subject  up  in  a  more  thorough  and 
systematic  manner.  A  third  and  a  fourth  class  meet  in  the  room 
above,  and  are  pursuing  a  course  embracing  the  whole  Bible.  This 
plan  has,  thus  far,  worked  well.  It  has  not,  however,  been  tried 
long  enough  to  be  spoken  of  decidedly.  For  thoroughness  of  in- 
struction, it  seems  to  be  the  most  favorable  mode  yet  adopted.    The 
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afternoon  school  is,  as  heretofore,  engaged  in  topics  of  practical  pietj, 
under  the  usual  form  of  small  classes  and  many  teachers. 

2.  Teacher t*  Meetings.  —  In  connection  with  the  Sunday  school 
should  he  mentioned  the  meetings  for  teachers.  There  are  two 
held  each  week,  —  one  on  Thursday  afternoon,  at  my  house ;  and 
another  on  Saturday  evening,  at  the  Chapel :  the  one  in,  the  afternoon 
is  for  the  accommodation  of  those  who  cannot  attend  in  the  evening. 
The  attendance  upon  |hese  meetings  is  good.  They  are  conducted 
upon  plans  similar  to  those  in  past  years.  We  first  acquaint  our- 
selves with  the  lessons  for  the  next  Sunday ;  and  afterwards,  in  the 
afternoon  meeting,  a  little  church  history  is  taken  up. 

3.  Special  Teachers^  Meetings,  —  Besides  these  regular  teachers' 
meetings,  there  have  heen  held  quite  a  number  of  special  ones  fur 
the  furtherance  of  the  object  of  the  school.  One  of  these  meetings 
resulted  in  the  purchase  and  presentation  to  the  school,  by  teachers 
and  others,  of  a  very  fine  Chickering's  piano. 

4.  Singing  Meetings.  —  For  the  last  year,  quite  a  number  of 
pupils  have  been  organized  into  little  singing-choirs.  We  have  six 
such  choirs  at  present.  These  meet  on  each  Wednesday  afternoon 
for  instruction :  they  are  doing  well. 

5.  Pupils  Service.  —  This  service  has  been  held,  since  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Chapel,  once  a  month.  The  only  difference  in  the  plan 
of  this  year  is,  that  it  has  assumed  more  the  form  of  Sunday-school 
concerts,  —  having  more  singing,  and  occasional  recitations  of  those 
passages  of  Scripture  which  bear  upon  the  subject  of  the  special 
service, 

6.  Social  Gatherings.  —  The  Sunday  school  has  had  a  Fruit 
Festival,  a  Christmas  Festival,  and  a  Thanksgiving  upon  the  recep- 
tion of  the  piano. 

The  regular  Sunday  sessions,  the  two  weekly  teachers'  meet- 
ings, the  special  teachers'  meeting,  the  pupils'  service,  the  singing 
meeting,  and  the  festivals,  —  these  are  the  principal  points  of  interest 
in  connection  with  the  Sunday  school.  The  number  of  teachers 
and  pupils  connected  with  the  school  is  about  the  same  as  it  has 
been  for  the  last  five  years :  perhaps  if  is  a  fraction  larger.  As  to 
interest,  there  never  was  more ;  neither  has  there  been,  at  any  time, 
better  work  done. 

THE   CONORROATION.  * 

1.  The  Society.  —  A  few  years  ago,  an  association  of  some  of 
the  men  connected  with  the  Chapel  was  formed,  which,  for  a  time, 
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promised  to  accomplish  considerable.  Owing,  however,  to  various 
causes,  and  especially  to  the  war  and  to  the  changing  nature  of  our 
population,  it  has  not  done  much.  It  has  held  its  regular  meetings. 
It  has  looked  after  certain  expenses,  and  has  brought  a  few  more 
dollars  into  the  box,  and  has  been  of  service.  Its  time  of  organi- 
zation has  about  expired :  perhaps  the  experience  of  the  past  may 
aid  us  in  a  new  and  more  thorough  re-organization. 

2.  The  Soldiers'  Aid.  —  This  is  an  associii^ion  of  persons  which 
has  had  for  its  object  the  benefit  of  our  own  ''bojs"  in  the  field. 
It  has  sometimes  flourished  well,  and  at  others  not  so  well.  Its 
activity  has  depended  on  the  calls  made  upon  it  If  they  were 
many,  work  has  been  done,  and  those  calls  responded  to.  If  no 
special  wants  were  presented,  and  the  work  was  a  general  one,  not 
80  much  life  was  manifested. 

8.  The  Benevoli  has  already  been  spoken  of. 
'  4.  Our  Pastor's  Circle.  —  This  is  an  association  of  misses,  meet- 
ing at  my  house  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  which  in  some  form  or 
other  has  existed  for  many  years,  and  so  constantly  referred  to  in 
past  reports.    The  circle  this  year  is  an  unusually  good  one. 

5.  Another  Circle  of  misses,  several  years  older  than  those  of 
the  Pastor's  Circle,  associated  themselves  together,  and  asked  to 
be  instructed  in  the  Christian  life.    These  meet  weekly. 

6.  RehearsaL  —  We  are  continuing  our  congregational  singing : 
for  this  reason,  it  becomes  necessary  to  hold  meetings  once  each 
week  for  practice.  This  meeting  is  held  on  Friday  evening.  This 
matter  of  congregational  singing  is  not  so  easily  managed  as  it  might 
seem.  Sometimes  we  can  gather  a  fair  proportion  of  the  congrega- 
tion together ;  sometimes  we  start  anew  with  a  circle  of  beginners ; 
and  sometimes  we  fall  back  upon  a  circle,  which,  for  a  long  time,  has 
been  our  main  reliance.  In  one  form  or  another,  we  have  the  re- 
hearsal, and  are  doing  very  well  as  to  singing. 

7.  Conference  Meeting.  —  This  meeting  is  held  on  Sunday  even- 
ing, in  the  vestry.  For  the  last  few  evenings  we  have  adopted  a 
more  conversational  mode ;  and,  as  a  variety,  it  is  doing  welL 

8.  CaMers.  —  It  has  always  been  a  favorite  plan  to  have  as  many 
individual  conferences  with  those  under  my  charge  as  possible.  It 
is  the  most  effectual  method  of  affecting  character. 

9.  The  morning  and  afternoon  service  each  Sunday,  with  — 

10.  Calls,  funerals,  and  the  like,  of  course  need  not  be  dwelt 
upon. 
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Thas  have  I  mentioned  most  of  the  ways  in  which  we  are  at 
work.  Bat  it  is  in  yain  to  attempt  to  show  yon  any  thing  clearly. 
The  teachers  in  the  Sunday  school  know  more  about  the  Sunday 
school  than  can  be  told  to  those  who  are  not  connected  with 
it ;  but  no  teacher  knows  much  except  'the  facts  of  his  own  class, 
and  somewhat  concerning  general  exercises  and  teachers'  meetings. 
So  a  member  of  any  one  of  these  associations  knows  more  than  can 
be  told;  but  no  one,  except  the  superintendent  of  the  whole,— the 
minister, — can  see  what  a  blessed  beehive  Pitts-street  Chapel  is, 
or  can  be  made  to  know  a  tithe  of  the  good  it  is  doing. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  I  come  to  another  point,— one  which  has 
been  pressing  for  notice  for  years,  but  which  has  become  now  an 
absolute  necessity ;  vis.,  — 

▲  KEW  CHAPEL. 

Firstf  We  need  it  as  far  as  the  mere  building  is  concerned. 
The  erection  of  new  and  exceedingly  attractive  chapels  has  thrown 
our  building  so  completely  into  the  shade,  that  this  in  itself  has  be* 
come  quite  an  obstacle  in  our  pathway;  so  diat  it  requires  more  of 
all  sorts  of  appliances  to  bring  in  and  retain  new  pupils  and  &milie8 
than  formerly.  And  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is  the  "  new  " 
which  we  labor  amongst.  The  congregation,  as  a  whole,  is,  and  ever 
has  been,  upon  the  move.  Were  it  not  so,  the  attachment  to  the 
chapel  is  sufficient  to  retain  about  all  of  the  ^^  old,"  without  any  fear. 

Second^  The  building  is  inconvenient  for  the  enlarging  modes 
of  operation.  In  modem  chapels,  rooms  are  fitted  up  to  meet  these 
more  varied  ways  of  carrying  on  the  work..  And,  even  for  Sunday- 
school  purposes,  there  is  need  of  a  change ;  for  example :  All  who 
have  labored  in  the  room  where  the  Infant  Class  is  held,  or  who  have 
visited  the  same,  protest  against  so  dark  and  cheerless  a  room  for 
such  a  purpose. 

Thirds  And  yet,  however  much  all  these  points  have  pressed 
upon  us,  as  we  have  kept  good  our  numbers,  the  new  building  would 
not  have  been  asked  for,  had  not  other  and  less  manageable  difficul- 
ties arisen.  We  have  in  the  last  few  years  moved  some  ways  from 
our  old  location ;  in  other  words,  the  population  which  once  sur- 
rounded us  has  been  crowded  off  by  the  Irish,  and  we  are  now  far 
one  side  of  the  field  of  which  we  were  formerly  the  centre. 
Thus  inconvenience  of  distance,  as  well  as  unattractiveness  and  in- 
convenience of  building,  increases  our  troubles. 
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Fourth^  The  change  of  the  character  of  the  neighborhood 
affects  another  thing.  We  have  lost  our  qniet  surroundings,  and 
have,  instead,  the  noise  of  Broad  Street,  or  are  fieist  approximating  to 
it.  It  is  seldom  that  we  get  through  a  service  without  our  full  share 
of  disturbance ;  and  this  is  an  evil  felt  by  all. 

All  these  reasons  combine  in  making  this  subject  one  worthy  of 
serious  consideration,  especially  as  our  opponents  make  ample  use 
of  this  as  of  every  other  reason  to  induce  the  children  and  adults  to 
leave  us  for  their  tnore  attractive  folds.  The  veiy  street  has,  through 
an  Irish  hotel  and  other  like  nuisances,  become  exceedingly  disagree- 
able to  those  attending  the  Chapel  by  daylight,  and  much  more  so 
for  evening  meetings  of  any  sort. 

Therefore  is  it  a  matter  of  vital  consequence  that  this  subject 
should  be  weU  considered. 

It  is  sometimes  rather  unpleasant  to  complain  of  others'  dili- 
gence, or  modes  of  doing  tilings ;  and  I  am  sure  I  am  not  much 
inclined  that  way.  I  would  rather  praise  the  zeal  of  those  who 
labor  to  do  good,  as  they  understand  it ;  but  their  honesty  does  not 
make  their  opposition  any  the  less  effectual.  If  missionary  women 
enter  the  houses  of  our  pupils,  and  espedally  of  new  families,  and 
ply  the  arguments  of  heresy,  enforcing  them  by  the  considerations 
of  a  poor  street  and  a  poor  building  and  the  like,  and  offer  the  in- 
ducements of  Orthodoxy,  backed  up  by  an  attractive  street  and  a 
desirable  building,  the  latter,  somehow  or  other,  affects  the  former, 
and  so  the  whole  is  much  more  readily  believed. 

This  is  our  present  condition.  We  cannot,  of  course,  yield  the 
Orthodoxy ;  as  long  as  that  is  all,  we  can  manage  it :  but  when  all 
the  rest  are  brought  to  bear,  especially  upon  a  certain  portion  of  the 
congregation,  then  the  thing  is  difficult.  I  wish  I  could  make  all 
this  as  clear  upon  paper  as  it  is  in  experience,  and  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  showing  you  the  importance  of  moving  at  once  in 
this  matter. 

We  have  managed,  in  spite  of  difficulties,  to  keep  all  things  in  a 
favorable  condition,  and  have  no  fear  but  that  we  may  for  a  time ; 
but  it  is  with  continually  increasing  difficulties.  It  requires  now 
much  more  work  to  do  a  little  than  formerly  to  do  the  much. 
Therefore  do  we  ask  that  this  subject  may  receive  your  early  and 
careful  attention. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

S.   H.   WiNKLKT. 
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^y.  MR.  GERRY'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

I  herewith  present  my  Sixth  Annnal  Report,  being  a  detailed 
account  of  my  labors  for  the  last  year  in  connection  with  the  Hano- 
ver-street Chapel. 

Haying  been  broaght  safely  through  another  year,  it  seems  emi- 
nently proper  that  this  Report  should  open  with  a  distinct  reference 
to  the  good  Providence  that  has  so  kindly  blessed  our  work,  de- 
signed for  the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  the  unfortunate. 
^  This  work  is  a  missionary  work,  and  calb  for  the  repeated  exer- 
cise of  faith.  No  laborer  can  be  successful  in  this  work  unless  he 
has  large  faith.  Faith  he  must  have  in  himself,  in  the  human  fami- 
ly, and  especially  in  Grod." 

Let  me  now  pass  to  a  statement  of  the  doings  of  the  mission 
under  my  care  during  the  past  year. 

1.  The  Sunday  School — The  Sunday  School  is  held  from  half- 
past  ten  to  twelve.  The  exercises  consist  of  singing,  reading  of  the 
Scriptures,  prayer,  an  address,  with  the  usual  class-lessons.  The 
number  of  scholars  belonging  to  the  school  is  a  hundred  and 
forty-seven.  The  school  is  composed  of  a  large  number  of  youth 
and  adults,  whose  ages  range  from  fourteen  to  sixty  years.  The 
infant-class,  under  the  charge  of  Mrs.  Oerry,  is  full,  and  very  inters 
esting.  Two  deaths  have  occurred  during  the  past  year, — a  scholar 
who  died  from  injuries  received  in  the  army,  and  a  fiiithful  teacher 
whose  death. was  keenly  felt  by  the  members  of  her  class.  We  are 
indebted  to  Miss  Sturgis  for  a  set  of  the  ^  Riverdale  Stories "  for 
the  use  of  the  younger  members  of  the  school,  and  to  the  West 
Church  Sunday-school  and  Mbs  Margaret  Newman  for  a  supply  of 
**  Sunday-school  Gazettes." 

2.  Teachers.  —  The  number  of  teachers  connected  with  the  school 
is  eleven.  These  teachers  are  thoroughly  devoted  to  their  work, 
making  many  sacrifices  in  order  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
school. 

8.  Library,  —  The  Library,  which  contains  nearly  six  hundred 
volumes,  is  in  charge  of  Benjamin  F.  McAllister  and  Greorge  Lind- 
gren,  for  a  long  time  members  of  the  school.  The  books  have 
recently  been  re-covered,  and  put  in 'thorough  repair. 

4.  Sinking  Clou,  —  During  a  portion  of  the  year,  one  evening 
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in  each  week  has  been  devoted  to  improvement  in  singing  by  the 
children  of  the  Sunday  SchooL  The  number  of  children  who  have 
attended  upon  this  exercise  has  varied  from  thirty  to  fifty.  To 
this,  as  to  every  other  department  of  instraction  connected  with  the 
Chapel,  I  have  given  my  personal  attention.  The  delegates  of  the 
Fraternity,  and  others  who  have  visited  us,  have  often  expressed 
their  gratification  in  listening  to  this  exercise  of  the  school.  Mr. 
George  A.  Bennett,  who  has  charge  of  the  Chapel  choir,  has  ren- 
dered efficient  service  in  this  department. 

5.  Children' i  Sunday'Wening  Meeting.  —  £arly  in  the  autumn, 
a  service  specially  designed  for  children  was  recommenced  at  the 
Chapel,  and  has  been  regularly  held  the  first  Sunday  evening  in 
each  month.  This  service,  which  is  an  interesting  and  profitable 
one,  has  been  fully  attended. 

6.  Christmas  FestivaL  —  This  festival,  designed  to  commemorate 
the  advent  of  the  Saviour,  was  observed  at  the  Chapel  with  unusual 
interest  At  the  close  of  the  religious  services,  the  children  were 
sqrprised  and  made  very  happy  by  the  distribution  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  presents.  These  were  contributed  for  this  purpose  by  Mrs. 
Chandler  Bobbins,  Mrs.  Wetherell,  Mrs.  Brewer,  Miss  Ann  Wil- 
liams, and  Mrs.  Franklin  Story.  The  wardens  of  King's  Chapel 
furnished  the  evergreen  for  the  decorations ;  and  Messrs.  Glynn  and 
Gooch,  a  piano-forte  for  use  upon  that  occasion. 

Washington's  Birthday,  with  its  lessons  of  true  patriotism,  and 
May  Day,  expressive  of  the  joys  of  returning  spring,  were  also 
noticed  in  an  appropriate  manner. 

7.  A  Day  in  the  Country.  —  Through  the  generosity  of  many 
friends  in  this  dty,  and  the  people  connected  with  Rev.  Dr.  Mori- 
son's  Society  at  Milton,  the  children  of  our  Sunday  School,  with 
their  parents  and  friends,  were  enabled,  last  September,  to  enjoy  a 
day  in  the  beautiful  grove  situated  near  Dorchester  Lower  Mills* 
We  gladly  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  our  thanks  to  our 
friends  for  their  kindness  on  that  occasion. 

8.  Boy^  Meeting  and  Beading'Toom.  —  During  the  past  year, 
this  institution  has  done  as  extensive  and  important  a  work  as.  in 
any  previous  one.  A  majority  of  the  boys  connected  with  it  have 
been  drawn  from  the  class  accustomed  to  spend  their  leisure  time  in 
the  streets  and  at  objectionable  places  of  amusement  The  whole 
number,  during  the  last  five  years,  brought  under  the  direct  intel- 
lectual and  moral  teachings  of  this  enterprise,  cannot  have  been  less 
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than  five  hundred.  The  good  effects  of  this  undertaking  upon  those 
who  have  been  connected  with  it  from  year  to  year  has  been  obser- 
vable in  the  great  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  manners  and 
general  behavior  of  many  of  the  boys.  During  the  last  year,  a  new 
feature  has  appeared  in  the  fact  that  I  have  received  efficient  aid  in 
carrying  on  this  work  from  young  men  who  have  been  members  of 
this  institution  from  the  commencement  of  its  organization.  Mr. 
M.  T.  Bice  has  also  been  a  constant  laborer  with  me  in  this  good 
work.  We  are  indebted  to  the  Misses  Newman  and  to  Deacon  N. 
Clarke,  of  the  Second  Church,  for  favors. 

« 

9.  Sewing  School  for  OirU.  —  The  Sewmg  School  for  Girls  has 
been  divided  into  two  sections,  under  the  charge  of  Mrs.  Gerry  and 
Miss  Hannah  W.  Kendall.  It  was  re-opened  Nov.  14.  For  the 
want  of  room,  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  teachers,  and  the  cost  of 
material,  the  number  of  scholars  was  limited  to  a  hundred.  The 
general  attendance  has  been  good,  and  the  girls  industrious.  Twenty-* 
three  pairs  of  drawers  and  forty-three  aprons  have  been  commenced* 
and  are  nearly  finished.  Tw/)  bed-quilts  have  been  completed  from 
the  patch-work  made  by  the  pupils.  The  present  term  will  con- 
tinue several  weeks  longer.  For  material  to  carry  on  the  school^ 
we  are  indebted  to  Messrs.  Charles  6.  Wood,  J.  C.  Burrage,  and 
C.  H.  Burrage. 

10.  Ladie^  Union  Circle.  —  The  Ladies  of  the  Union  Sewing 
Circle,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Ye'azie  and  Mrs.  M.  A.  Fer- 
guson, have  continued  their  labors  during  the  present  winter;  and, 
with  small  attendance  and  somewhat  limited  means,  have  furnished 
a  hundred  and  thirty-two  new  garments  for  distribution  among  the 
children  of  our  Sunday  School.  In  addition  to  the  annual  subscrip- 
tions received  from  regular  members,  the  ladies  gratefully  acknow- 
ledge a  donation  of  fifteen  dollars  from  Mrs.  Bartol,  for  the  purchase 
of  material  for  their  work. 

The  whole  number  of  garments  distributed  by  Mrs.  Gerry  dur- 
ing the  year  has  been  four  hundred  and  thirty-nine.  Donations  of 
clothing  have  been  received  from  Mrs.  Francis  Parkman,  Mrs. 
George  Kendall,  Mrs.  Franklin  Story,  jun.,  Mrs.  Wetherell,  Rev. 
Amos  Smith's  Society,  Belmont,  and  an  order  from  Miss  M.  A. 
Wales  on  the  Needlewoman's  Friend  Society  for  seventy-five  dol- 
lars' worth  of  clothing. 

11.  The  United  Brothers,  —  This  association,  organized  April  1, 
1860,  for  the  intellectual,  social,  and  moral  improvement  of  the 
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working-men  at  the  North  End,  daring  the  past  jear  has  qaietlj 
continued  its  work  of  benevolence.  Mr.  M.  T.  Bice  is  president  of 
the  society ;  and  the  minister  of  the  Hanover-street  Chapel,  chap- 
lain ex  officio.  Much  attention  has  been  given,  during  the  present 
winter,  to  readings  from  interesting  books ;  and  conversations  have 
usuallj  followed  upon  the  various  subjects  therebj  suggested.  A 
public  lecture  has  been  delivered  each  month,  before  the  members 
of  the  society  and  their  friends,  bj  different  gentlemen  invited  to 
perform  that  service. 

12.  JOT.  S.  C,  Literary  AssocicUion, —  One  yearns  experience  with 
this  association  has  proved  its  usefulness  beyond  a  doubt  The 
members  have  not  only  sustained  occasional  lectures  of  a  high  in- 
tellectual and  moral  character^  but  its  weekly  discussions  upon 
literary  and  moral  subjects  have  been  such  as  to  stimulate  good 
thought,  and  improve  all  who  have  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  listen- 
ing to  them.  As  many  as  fifty  persons  have  frequently  been  in 
attendance  upon  the  weekly  meetings  of  this  association ;  and  al- 
though but  few  are  permanently  connected  with  the  Chapel,  yet  I 
have  received  efficient  aid  from  many  of  them  in  carrying  forward 
the  different  branches  of  my  work,  and  all  have  manifested  a  deep 
interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Chapel.  This  association  was 
established  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  under  my  imme- 
diate charge,  but  also  for  the  general  good  of  the  community  among 
whom  I  labor. 

13.  Bihle  Class,  —  Early  in  the  fall,  the  Friday-evening  Confer- 
ence Meeting  gave  place,  for  a  few  weeks,  to  a  Bible-class.  The 
attendance  upon  the  class  was  very  good.  In  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, the  Bible-class  was  discontinued,  and  the  Conference  and  Prayer 
Meeting  resumed. 

1^  Preaching  &mce«.  —  Preaching  services  are  held  at  the 
Chapel  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  and  seven  in  the  evening.  The 
attendance  upon  the  afternoon  service  is  quite  small;  while  in 
the  evening,  during  the  winter  months,  almost  every  seat  is  occu- 
pied. Very  few  who  attend  in  the  afternoon  are  present  at  the 
evening  service.  With  a  more  commodious  and  better  ventilated 
audience-room,  I  have  no  doubt  that  much  larger  congregations 
might  be  gathered  on  the  sabbath. 

15.  General  Missionary  Work  —  During  each  day  of  the  week, 
I  have  been  occupied  in  visiting  from  house  to  house,  comforting  the 
sick,  giving  my  advice  and  counsel  where  they  were  needed,  and  in 
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disbarsing  the  alms  confided  to  my  care ;  and,  while  there  has  been 
no  unusual  suffering  the  present  winter,  I  have  found  abundant 
opportunities  for  distributing  among  the  deserving  poor  the  means 
placed  in  mj  hands  for  that  purpose  bj  Rev.  Dr.  Bigelow. 

It  has  been  well  said  by  an  efficient  and  highly  respected 
Minister  at  Large  in  a  Beport, "  It  is  deserving  of  remembrance,  that 
there  is  a  nobler  mission,  a  higher  kindness,  to  the  poor  than  a  sup- 
ply of  physical  wants.  It  is  to  give  sympathy  and  advice ;  to  bring 
reflection  on  the  past ;  to  counsel  for  the  future ;  to  enlighten  on  all 
subjects ;  to  have  a  care  for  neglected  children,  and  see  that  they  are 
improving  opportunities  for  knowledge  and  salvation.  This  is  most 
valuable  philanthropy ;  aiding  to  dry  up  the  sources  of  poverty  and 
wretchedness,  and  to  prevent  the  fall  into  degradation  and  ruin." 

I  close  this  Beport  by  expressing  my  thanks  to  all  who  have  in 
any  way  assisted  me  in  the  furtherance  of  this  good  work. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Edwin  J.  Gerbt. 

BosToir,  Feb.  11, 1864. 
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To  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churchai. 

Gentlemen,  —  By  your  generous  co-operation  with  the  residents 
of  Washington  Village,  the  ministry  connected  with  the  Washing- 
ton-Village Chapel  has  been  continued  through  another  year. 

That  they  who  are  directly  benefited  by  this  ministry  have  not 
done  so  much  to  support  it,  and  to  make  efficient  all  its  agencies,  as 
they  could  do,  is  quite  generally  conceded,  even  by  themselves. 
That  they  have  done  as  much  as  any  one  well  acquainted  with  their 
dispositions  and  resources  expected  they  would  do,  is  confidently « 
asserted  by  your  minister.  That  they  will  do  very  much  more 
than  they  have  done  for  years  to  come,  cannot  prudently  be  pro- 
mised. The  continuance  of  the  Chapel  ministrations  must  therefore 
rest,  in  the  large  measure  of  former  years,  with  you,  and  with  the 
society  which  you  represent 

Be  assured  that  your  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Village  are  not 
unappredated.  There  are  those  living  here,  and  others  connected 
with  the  Chapel,  who  have  labored  hard  and  given  generously  for 
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the  prosperitj  of  the  church,  society,  and  Sanday  school.  There  are 
those  living  in  the  Village  who  regard  the  influences  which  proceed 
from  the  Chapel  as  essential  to  their  contentment  here,  and  as  con- 
•  ditions  of  their  future  residence  in  the  place.  All  unite  in  the 
conviction,  that  the  Chapel  has  been  the  means  of  great  good  to  this 
community ;  and  nearly  universal  are  the  desire  and  the  hope  that 
the  stream  of  blessings  which  issues  from  it  may  continue  to 
flow,  deepening  and  broadening  with  each  added  year  of  its  his- 
tory. 

While  it  is  true  that  all  residents  of  the  Village  are  benefited 
by  tbe  Chapel  services,  all  do  not  hold  the  same  relation  towards 
your  ministry  here. 

Of  opponents,  avowed  or  secret,  it  is  to  be  hoped  there  are  not 
many. 

The  indifferent  are  a  much  larger  class.  Many  of  them  never 
or  seldom  enter  'a  place  of  religious  worship.  Some  of  them  go 
hither  and  thither  as  they  are  impelled  by  inclination,  or  attracted 
by  novelty.  Some  claim  to  have  found  that  which  is  more  and 
better  than  the  services  of  any  church ;  and,  while  they  are  cour- 
teous and  social  when  visited  at  their  homes,  seldom  desire  the 
professional  services  of  a  clergyman.  But,  with  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion, those  most  indifferent  to  church  relations  and  influences  readily 
consent  that  their  children  should  attend  the  Sunday  school,  and 
exert  themselves  to  keep  them  there. 

Of  those  interested  in  tbe  public  worship  of  Grod,  there  are 
some  attending  regularly  at  the  Chapel,  who  would  not  seek  else- 
where the  privileges  it  offers.  A  free  church  is  the  only  one  on 
the  services  of  which  they  could  be  persuaded  to  attend.  GU>od 
and  earnest  workers  some  of  them  have  shown  themselves  to  be. 
The  preaching  of  the  gospel  does  them  good ;  for  they  have  felt 
the  need  of  divine  wisdom,  are  eager  inquirers  after  truth,  and 
devoutly  wish  to  live  a  better  life  than  they  have  ever  lived. 

There  are  others,  earnestly  co-operating  with  your  minister,  who 
would  not  long  remain  without  connection  with  a  place  of  religious 
worship,  should  the  services  of  the  Chapel  be  discontinued.  They 
are  with  us  from  choice ;  and  they  give  of  their  labor  and  of  their 
resources  for  the  sustaining  of  the  Chapel,  attending  on  its  minis- 
trations from  sympathy  with  its  methods,  and  interest  in  its  work. 

Others  are  members  of  congregations  and  churches  in  Boston 
and  South  Boston.     Some  of  them  divide  their  attendance  between 
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the  Chapel  and  their  own  chorch.    They  teach  in  the  Sunday, 
school,  or  take  a  part  in  whatever  enterprise  is  started  in  support 
of  the  Chapel.     Some  'of  them,  while  wishing  our  work  to  prosper, 
devote  themselves  to  the  particular  work  of  their  own  church. 

There  is  still  another  class,  who  have  committed  themselves  in 
favor  of  the  Chapel,  and  attend  upon  its  services,  who  would  be  left 
without  any  place  of  regular  worship,  should  the  services  of  the 
Chapel  be  discontinued.  They  would  go  to  church  more  or  less, 
for  they  believe  church  influences  desirable  and  important;  but 
they  would  go  from  one  church  to  another,  never  identifying  them- 
selves with  any.  Their  interest  in  the  religious  life  would  be  less 
than  it  is  now,  though  greater  than  though  they  never  joined  in  the 
public  worship  of  God.  In  the  Chapel  they  find  a  religious  home 
for  themselves  and  their  children. 

From  sectarian  influences  the  Village  is  not  entirely  free. 
Wherever  fifteen  hundred  persons  are  .to  be  found,  there  will  be 
something  of  sectarianism ;  but  the  liberal  element  is  as  large  as 
the  exclusive,  if  not  larger.  No  exclusive  organization  would 
receive  from  the  Village  so  general  a  support  as  that  accorded  to 
the  present  Chapel  organization. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  increased  prosperity.  The  num<* 
ber  of  families  in  the  Village  has  risen  from  two  hundred  and  sixty 
to  about  three  hundred.  Greater  unanimity  in  feeling  and  purpose, 
and  more  concerted  action,  have  been  secured.  A  greater  amount 
of  earnest  work  than  in  any  former  year  of  my  ministry  has  been 
done  in  and  for  the  Chapel  by  those  connected  with  it.  Our  work* 
ing  together  has  made  us  better  acquainted  with  each  other,  and 
therefore  more  able  to  co-operate  in  our  plans  for  future  useful- 
ness. 

A  large  part  of  the  labor  of  your  minister  is  expended  in  visits 
from  house  to  house.  Since  the  commencement  of  his  ministry 
here,  he  has  gone  through  the  streets  of  the  Village  three  or  four 
times  a  year,  calling  at  each  house,  unless  there  was  special  reason 
why  some  house  or  houses  should  be  passed  by. 

Frequent  removals  make  such  a  course  necessary.  Not  infre- 
quently has  a  house  changed  tenants  after  a  visit  of  your  minister, 
of  which  change  he  was  not  aware  until  he  made  his  next  round  of 
calls.  This  course  is  also  useful,  because  it  is  often  necessary  to 
explain  the  nature  of  the  Chapel  organization,  and  to  state  its 
objects,  and  describe  its  agencies.    Sometimes  it  is  a  response  to 
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.an  invitation  given  that  first  brings  a  fkmil j  to  the  Chapel.  Of  the 
very  large  number  of  scholars  admitted  to  the  Snndaj  school  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  very  few  came  to  the  school,  or  would  have  come 
at  all,  without  an  invitation  to  come. 

Of  meetings  held,  the  number  is  less  than  it  would  he,  were  not 
many  prevented  from  attending  evening  meetings  by  the  nature  of 
their  occupations,  or  by  the  late  hour  at  which  they  reach  home 
after  their  daily  toil  is  ended.  But  two  meetings,  are  therefore  held 
during  the  week,  •— >a  Bible-class  and  teachers*  meeting  on  Tuesday 
evenings,  and  a  meeting  for  sewing  and  social  intercourse  on  Thurs- 
day evenings. 

There  has  been  the  usual  attendance  on  the  public  service  held 
on  Sundays.  Of  the  two,  the  morning  congregation  is  the  larger 
in  summer,  and  the  afternoon  congregation  in  the  winter.  A  third 
service  is  held  on  Sunday  evenings. 

The  Sunday  school  has  been  highly  prospered.  To  the  &ithful 
services  of  an  efficient  company  of  officers  and  teachers,  all  of 
whom  reside  in  the  Village  or  are  members  of  the  congregation, 
this  prosperity  is  in  large  measure  due.  The  number  of  classes 
has  been  increased  to  twenty-nine.  At  present,  they  are  all  pro- 
vided with  teachers ;  but  some,  who  are  now  associated  with  us, 
intend  soon  to  remove  from  the  Village,  and  other  teachers  will  be 
needed  to  fill  the  places  to  be  made  vacant. 

A  change  in  the  hour  of  holding  the  session  of  the  Sunday 
school,  during  the  colder  months  of  the  year,  has  given  us  an  in- 
creased attendance  of  scholars.  The  change  deprived  us  of  the 
valued  services  of  three  teachers,  who  could  not  attend  the  school 
after  the  change  of  the  hour,  without  withdrawing  from  other 
schools  with  which  they  were  connected.  Other  teachers,  who  could 
not  attend  before  the  change  of  the  hour,  have  joined  the  schooL 

During  the  year,  from  Jan.  1, 1868,  to  Jan.  1, 1864,  the  whole 
number  of  scholars'  names  entered  upon  the  school-register  by  the 
secretary  was  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight.  The  largest  attend- 
ance of  scholars  on  any  one  Sunday  during  the  year  was  one 
hundred  and  sixty-four. 

A  Sunday-school  concert  is  held  on  the  evening  of  the  last 
Sunday  of  each  month,  except  July,  August,  and  September. 

The  Sunday  school  will  hold  its  session  at  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  from  the  Ist  of  July  to  the  1st  of  October;  and  at  half-past 
one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  from  the  1st  of  October  to  the  1st  of 
July. 
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For  a  long  time,  our  Sunday  school  has  been  too  much  crowded 
for  the  best  discipline  of  the  classes  and  the  most  efficient  labors  of 
the  teachers.  At  the  present  time,  every  place  for  classes  is  occu- 
pied, and  but  few  classes  should  receive  additions  to  their  number ; 
while  new  scholars  come  in  each  Sunday.  Probably  from  thirty  to 
forty  new  scholars  will  present  themselves  between  this  time  and 
the  Ist  of  June.  It  will  be  difficulty  if  not  impossible,  in  our  little 
Chapel,  to  find  room  for  them  all ;  but  it  would  be  cause  for  regret, 
if  compelled  to  turn  any  of  them  away.  Enlai^ed  accommodations 
are  therefore  needed  as  soon  as  they  can  possibly  be  secured. 

In  the  services  of  Mr.  Perry  Smith,  of  the  Village,  the  school 
has  found  a  most  efficient  and  worthy  successor  to  Mr.  William 
Horton,  who  early  last  year  resigned  his  place  as  instructor  to  the 
school  in  singing. 

The  severely  cold  weather  of  the  present  time  quickens  the 
gratitude  the  ^*  Minister  at  Large  "  feels  towards  all  those  who  have 
contributed  towards  the  supply  of  the  destitute  with  the  necessaries 
and  some  of  the  comforts  of  life. 

Bespectfttlly  submitted. 

AXMAKZA  S.  BtDBB. 
WASHuraTOH  Villaob,  Feb.  17, 1864. 


BEV.  MR.  TORRICELLTS  REPORT. 

To  the  EzecutiTe  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches. 

Gentlemen,^ In  conformity  with  your  request  as  notified  to 
me  by  note  from  your  Secretary,  dated  Feb.  3, 1863,  the  following 
Beport  is  respectfully  submitte4 :  -^ 

From  Jan.  1  to  June  12  of  this  year,  I  made  two  hundred  and 
thirteen  missionary  calls  to  eighty-six  families  and  to  many  indivi- 
duals ;  amounting,  in  all,  to  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  persons. 
They  are  scattered  all  over  the  city,  and  do  not  habitually  attend 
any  church. 

The  faith  in  which  they  were  educated,  as  far  as  I  could  ascer- 
tain, is  in  the  following  proportion:  Catholic,  two  hundred  and 
twenty-seven ;  Protestant,  two  hundred  and  sixteen ;  Greek  Ortho- 
dox, seven ;  Jewish,  nineteen ;  none  whatever,  twenty-three.  The 
latter  are  mostly  young  men,  apparently  of  some  respectability,  and 
not  the  worst  in  their  morals.  ' 
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Of  these  foar  hundred  and  ninetj-tliree  persons,  all  foreigners  or 
of  foreign  descent,  were  sopplied  with  garments  or  shoes,  thirty- 
nine;  assisted  in  different  other  wajs,  fortj-one;  provided  with 
useful  reading,  a  hundred  and  twelve ;  found  employment  for  per- 
manently, twenty-three ;  supplied  with  work  occasionally,  nineteen ; 
gathered  into  the  Italian  Eyening  School,  thirty-nine ;  directed  to 
other  evening  schools,  forty-three ;  helped  to  Europe,  twenty*one ; 
assisted  to  leave  the  State,  ten. 

Children  directed  or  taken  to  the  common  schools,  especially 
Italians,  twenty-two ;  directed  to  various  Sunday  schools,  twenty- 
nine;  baptized  at  their  homes,  seven;  found  a  home  for  in  the 
country,  four. 

Sick  or  dying  persons  visited,  twenty-seven ;  adults  baptized  on 
their  sick-bed,  five ;  funerals  attended,  nine ;  marriages  celebrated, 
three. 

Of  the  eighty -six  families  visited,  there  were  Italian,  twenty- 
nine  ;  German,  twenty-five ;  Irish,  nine ;  French  or  Canadian, 
.  seven ;  Spanish,  six ;  Portuguese,  three ;  Dutch,  four ;  Polish, 
Hungarian,  and  Greek,  one  each.  Thirty-one  of  them  were  assisted 
in  various  ways,  especially  with  provisions,  bedding,  and  paying  of 
rent  in  time  of  sickness.  Eleven  were  found  entirely  destitute,  and 
supplied  according  to  their  wants,  and  the  means  at  my  disposal, 
always  very  scanty.    The  others  are  well  off*,  and  respectable. 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  ones,  I  saw  many  other  persons 
who  called  at  the  office,  but  whom  I  did  not  think  necessary  to  visit 
or  to  look  after.  Indeed,  it  would  have  been  almost  impossible  for 
me  to  do  so,  without  disappointing  those  who  were  already  under 
my  care,  and  looked  upon  me  for  comfort  or  aid.  Whenever  my 
time  and  means  have  permitted  it,  I  have  excluded  no  one  from 
my  ministration,  unless  they  belonged  to  some  church,  or  had  friends 
taking  care  of  them.  For  the  latter  case,  it  has  been*  an  invariable 
rule  with  me  not  to  interfere.  I  always  felt  as  if  my  mission  was 
to  the  lost  and  forsaken  ones.  Catholic  or  Protestant,  Jew  or 
Atheist,  I  made  no  distinction. 

I  will  conclude  this  Report  by  mentioning  two  drcumstances, 
peculiar  to  my  field  of  labor,  which  prevent  missionary  work  from 
going  on  as  fast  as  might  be  expected.  First  is  the  extension  of 
the  field  itself.  From  Roxbury  Line  to  Charlestown  Bridge,  from 
Cambridge  Street  to  the  farthest  points  of  East  and  South  Boston, 
everywhere  are  foreigners  belonging  to  that  class  for  which  the 
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Ministry  at  Large  was  most  especially  established.  To  yisit  a  few 
families  requires  oflen  the  whole  day ;  and  when  assistance,  direc- 
tion, and  comfort  must  be  given,  a  single  family,  or  even  a  single 
person,  can  only  be  attended  to  during  the  day. 

The  second  circumstance  I  allude  to  is  the  fiicilityand  frequency 
with  which  foreigners  move  from  one  tenement  to  another,  from  one 
street  to  another,  from  one  part  of  the  city  to  another ;  so  that  it  is 
always  uncertain  whether  the  object  intended  will  be  attained,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  time  that  must  be  devoted  to  begging  for  the  poor 
and  sick,  which  is  not  little.  If  more  has  not  been  done,  it  was  not 
for  want  of  good  will  in 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.   B.  TOBSIOELLI. 

BosTOK,  Jano  18, 1868. 


MISS  MERRILL'S  REPORT. 

Boston,  Feb.  26,  1864. 

Gentlemen,  —  We  are  summoned  each  year  to  give  some  ac- 
count of  our  stewardship.  Our  reports  must  from  year  to  year  be 
quite  similar ;  for  our  object  is  the  same,  and  our  modes  of  opera* 
tion  are  much  the  same. 

Our  Object — This  is  to  bring  all  that  we  can,  through  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  into  a  condition  where  they  may  know  and  love  God. 
This  will  result  in  making  them  good  and  happy.  For  certainly 
children  can  be  more  merry  and  more  glad  if  in  the  heart  they  love 
their  heavenly  Father,  and  know  and  feel  that  the  bright,  warm 
sunshine,  as  well  as  their  mothers'  tender  love,  comes  from  that 
good  Being.  We  are  equally  sure  that  older  persons,  possessed 
with  the  spirit  of  Christian  love,  can  be  sustained  and  cheeredy 
though  care-worn  and  tried ;  so  that  life,  which  might  otherwise  be 
very  dreary,  will  become  a  pleasant  path  wherein  to  walk.  There- 
fore, whether  direct  or  indirect  means  are  used,  every  thing  con- 
nected with  my  especial  work  has  for  its  ultimate  purpose  the 
beginning  or  growth  of  the  Christian  life. 

THE  MODES. 

1.  The  Ififani'Ciass,  —r  This  falls  to  my  care.  The  Infant-school 
in  the  morning  has  been  consolidated  into  one  class.    Those  pupils^ 
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from  the  larger  room  too  joang  to  join  the  next  class  are  added  to 
mine.  Oar  subject  of  study  is  the  life  of  Jesus.  The  mode  of  in- 
struction is  largely  conversational.  There  is  abundant  evidence, 
both  from  the  answers  given  each  morning  and  from  the  reviews 
which  occur  once  in  six  or  eight  Sundays,  that  a  satbfiustory  amount 
of  religious  information  is  received  by  the  pupils. 

The  Afternoon  School  retains  its  former  arrangement  of  separate 
classes,,  each  under  the  chaige  of  a  faithful  teacher.  Here  practical 
truths  are  enforced.  These  little  ones  are  very  glad  to  learn  about 
the  gopd  Father.  They  like  to  talk  to  him.  They  have  very 
grateful  hearts,  and  they  like  to  thank  the  Giver  for  blessings  sent 
They  want,  as  one  dear  little  girl  said,  ^  to  be  God's  good  little  chil- 
dren," and  they  desire  to  ask  him  to  help  them  to  be  such.  As  a 
general  thing,  it  is  easier  to  work  for  children  than  for  adults.  Their 
minds  are  more  easily  moulded ;  their  life  is  fresh  and  earnest;  they 
are  susceptible  to  impressions,  either  good  or  evil ;  their  consciences 
are  so  quick,  their  affections  so  easily  won,  that  every  teacher  who 
is  in  earnest  cannot  fail  to  do  much  towards  bringing  them  into  the 
fold  of  the  Good  Shepherd.  After  this  practical  lesson,  each  child 
(if  good)  receives  a  library-book,  which  is  highly  prized.  This 
session,  like  the  one  in  the  morning,  is  opened  and  closed  with  the 
usual  Sunday-school  exercises. 

2.  Devotional  Meetings,  —  There  are  two  devotional  meetings 
held  each  week  under  my  charge ;  one  for  children,  the  other  for 
older  misses.  Practical  piety  is  the  topic  of  conversation.  The 
influence  of  such  meetings  is  obvious.  As  to  the  interest  taken  in 
them,  nothing  shows  this  more  conclusively  than  the  eamestneas 
with  which  they  look  forward  to  the  time  of  again  coming  together. 

3.  Neighborhood  Meeting, — This  is  held  each  week,  and  is  a 
social,  religious  meeting,  similar  to  others  of  its  kind.  It  is  limited 
in  attendance  at  any  one  meeting;  but,  as  it  is  held  in  different 
places,  quite  a  number  of  different  individuals  are  brought  under  its 
influence,  and  thereby  blessed. 

4»  There  are  other  meetings,  which,  although  they  do  not  fall  to 
my  especial  charge,  it  is  essential  I  should  attend,  and  take  my 
part,  —  such  as  singing-meetings,  and  the  like. 

5.  OaUs,  —  Primarily,  the  pupils  of  the  Sunday  school  are  visit- 

ed,  and  their  various  wants  supplied.    The  sick,  and  Specially  tried 

ones,  must  have  their  share.    In  fact,  for  one  reason  or  another,  I 

^  find  my  way  into  every  family  connected  with  the  Chapel.    And 
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this  18  as  it  sbonld  be ;  for  it  is  bere  tbat  tbe  most  of  my  work  is  to 
be  done.  For,  wbile  beading  tbe  wants  of  cbildren,  it  is  easy  to 
notice  tbose  of  parents ;  and,  altbougb  the  first  call  may  be  made  for 
tbe  younger  ones,  tbe  second  may  be  at  tbe  request  of  tbe  elders. 
This  is  indeed  tbe  only  way  religious  influence  reaches  a  certain 
portion, -~  that  large  company  who  seldom  go  to  church,  either  be^ 
cause  they  cannot,  or  because  they  have  no  special  interest  in  Chris- 
tianity. And  yet,  in  such  cases,  by  a  little  conversation,  I  find  that 
the  Christian  spirit  and  virtues  are  more  highly  valued  than  might 
be  supposed.  Nothing  like  visiting  proves  bow  every  one  prefers, 
in  theory  at  least,  a  forgiving,  benevolent.  Christian  disposition, 
to  the  opposite.  There  is  no  doubt  but  tbat  people  in  general 
would  like  to  be  truly  good,  real  Christians,  if  they  could  only  be 
redeemed  from  their  indefinite  or  false  idea  of  tbe  same.  This  I 
endeavor  to  do  by  presenting  the  simple,  attractive  truth  and  life 
as  found  in  Christ. 

AU  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Franobs  S.  Merrill. 


MRS.  BAKRirS  REPOBT. 

To  the  Ezeentive  Committee  of  the  Benerolent  Fraternity  of  Churches.       , 

Gentlbhbn,  —  Tbe  year  has  passed  swiftly  on  with  angels* 
wings;  has  soared  far  beyond  our  reach,  bearing  on  its  golden 
wings  the  record  of  1863,  across  the  broad  ocean  of  eternity,  up  to 
tbe  Father's  throne  in  heaven.  In  the  cares,  responsibilities,  and 
wants  of  this  busy  life,  time  has  sped  away  most  rapidly ;  each  suc- 
cessive day  marking  out  for  us  its  own  work,  and  bidding  us  go  and 
do  it.  There  was  emphasis  in  tbe  Saviour's  words  to  those  of  bis 
disciples  who  wished  to  devote  themselves  to  bis  good  work :  he 
said  to  them,  <^  Go,  work  in  my  vineyard ; "  for  tbe  fields  were  al- 
ready white  for  harvest  So  it  seems  to  me  now :  never  was  there 
a  time  when  there  existed  so  much  suffering  humanity,  crouch- 
ing in  every  comer  of  our  city,  and  sweeping  through  every  avenue 
of  life,  like  the  merciless  storm  upon  tbe  raging  billows,  plunging 
beneath  its  raging  foam  many  a  noble  ship  to  rise  no  more.  Said  tbe 
Master  wbile  on  earth,  *'  I  came  that  they  might  have  life ; "  and  so 
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my  heart  responds  in  the  blessed  thonght  of  teaching  those  who  are 
the  forgotten  ones  the  knowledge  of  the  Father  through  Christ  the 
Son.  Mj  time  has  been  jnost  fully  occupied  in  the  general  duties 
of  the  mission,  as  in  years  before,— in  the  attics  and  cellars;  from 
house  to  bouse ;  with  the  aged  in  the  sick-chamber,  where  doubt  and 
darkness  had  dropped  their  mantle ;  with  the  young  and  innocent « 
who,  bright  and  beautiful  like  morning  flowers  fair  from  the  hand  of 
the  Father,  have,  in  life's  bright  dream  of  joy,  woke  to  weep  bitter 
tears  of  regret.  I  have  loved  so  much  to  work  for  the  dear  little 
lambs  whom  Jesus  loved  while  on  earth!  How  tender  and  careful 
and  patient  in  all  their  teachings  I  for  as  the  heart  is  hidden  from 
pur  human  vision,  and  ever  must  be ;  so  in  youth  must  true  princi* 
pie  be  sown  in  the  heart,  bringing  peace  and  prosperity;  and  .spring- 
ing up  into  everlasting  life. 

There  are  many  who  care  little  about  Reports ;  and  give  as  a  rea- 
son, that  they  do  not  like  the  sameness  of  them.  Perhaps  they  are 
correct,  to  some  extent ;  but,  if  we  have  faith  that  Grod  works  by 
means,  we  must  never  become  weary  of  talking  and  hearing  of  what 
has  been  done  to  save  and  bless  the  less  favored  ones,  about  us. 
The  records  of  Jesus  and  his  apostles,  written  more  than  eighteen 
hundred  years  ago,  still  live  with  us,  and,  as  we  read  the  sacred 
page,  touch  our  hearts  with  the  same  zeal  which  inspired  them  to 
have  faith  to  labor,  sowing  the  good  seed,  and  believing  it  would 
accomplish  much.  It  is  difficult  for  one  t6  speak  of  one's  own 
labors.  I  shall  narrate  only  one  or  two  cases,  which  may  interest 
you ;  and  I  hope  that  you  will  not  think  me  egotistical  in  mention- 
ing them.  And  here  let  me  say,  that  I  have  found  many  like  these 
in  Boston  since  I  labored  with  you. 

A  few  years  ago,  I  was  called,  by  a  physician  in  our  city,  to  go 
and  make  comfortable  a  family  that  was  suffering.  I  went,  and  found 
six  children,  all  of  whom  were  sick  in  one  bed  with  scarlet-fever. 
They  were  strangers  in  our  city.  I  found  clothing  was  needed  to 
change  them,  and  make  the  little  ones  comfortable ;  and  the  Chan- 
ning  Circle  had  kindly  furnished  me  with  sheets  and  garments :  so 
I  hastened  back  to  my  home  to  get  them.  It  was  a  cold  December 
day :  a  bitter  storm  was  covering  the  ground  with  snow.  In  enter- 
ing the  house  again,  as  I  went  back  with  my  large  bundle,  an  unseen 
hand  led  me  up  one  flight  of  stairs  above  the  room  I  should  have 
entered.  I  opened  the  door  in  that  dark  room ;  for  I  cpuld  hardly 
see,  although  it  was  early  in  the  afternoon :  and  there  lay  a  young 
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man,— -a  kind  mother,  a  yoang  brother  and  siBter,  watching  over 
him.  They  had  no  ire.  They  were  strangers,  too^  in  our  dt j :  thej 
had  jast  come  here,  and  knew  no  one.  I^he  was  a  widow,  and  had 
come  to  Boston,  hoping  that  it  would  be  better  for  her  children ;  but 
the  eldest  son,  from  exposure  in  looking  for  work,  had  taken  cold, 
and,  from  neglect  of  doing  something  in  time,  had  fidlen  a  prey  to 
the  much-feared  disease  of  our  dimate, — consumption.  I  cared  for 
him  while  he  lived,  and  gave  him  every  comfort.  In  a  few  weeks, 
he  died  in  that  dark  room,  in  poverty ;  but  ids  soul  was  illuminated 
&r  above  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  this  room  seemed  the  gate  to 
heaven.  He  died,  and  his  last  breathing  was  that  God  would  bless 
you,  who  sent  me  in  his  time  of  distress  to  soothe  him,  and  make  th^ 
oth^  life  more  beautifuL  But  the  best  things  done  in  life  are  oflen 
hid  from  the  world.  A  physician  in  our  dty,  whose  name  will  ever 
be  green  in  my  memory,  with  his  dear  wife,  took  this  entire  family 
of  strangers  into  their  heart  and  home ;  remembering  the  admoni- 
tion, not  to  be  forgetful  to  entertain  strangers,  for  thereby  some  have 
entertained  angels  unawares.  They  cared  for  them ;  gave  them  every 
needed  comfort,  without  money  and  without  price ;  for  of  this  they 
had  none  to  give.  But  nobler  reward  will  be  given  to  such  true  phi- 
lanthropy as  this,  by  Him  who  said  a  cup  of  cold  water  shall  in  no. 
wise  lose  its  reward.  The  dear  little  girl  that  they  took  then  from 
this  home  of  want  is  now  married  to  a  dergyman ;  and  the  litUe 
boy  is  to-day  in  one  of  our  largest  banking-houses,  filling  a  place 
of  trust  and  responsibility.  Who  does  not  feel  the  assurance,  that 
this  secret  charity  which  came  forth  from  that  noble  man  and  wo- 
man, done  so  quietly,  and  not  seen  in  the  newspaper,  has  made  the 
world  better,  and  will  come  up  in  remembrance  before  Grod  ?  True 
it  is,  we  live  in  deeds,  not  in  years.  I  know  full  well  that  many  be- 
come much  discouraged  in  laboring  for  the  poor,  and  say  it  is  of  no 
use ;  but  is  it  not  that  they  expect  too  much  ?  I  fear  where  we 
should  expect  but  little,  we  should  never  forget  to  look  beyond  the 
loose  outer  garment  which  covers  forgotten  childhood.  Sad  indeed 
should  we  feel,  and  more  charity  should  we  have,  did  we  but  know 
all  the  influences,  strong  and  powerful,  at  home  and  in  neighborhoods, 
with  desolating  hand  leading  the  young  away  to  ruin.  It  is  to  the 
young  that  I  devote  a  great  part  of  my  time,  so  as,  in  every  way, 
by  teachings  and  efforts,  to  save  them  from  this  moral  tide  of  evil 
which  carries  so  many  away  on  its  current. 

Allow  me  to  mention  one  more  case,  ^  of  a  dear  Uttle  girl,  in 
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whom  my  friend  Mr.  Craft,  as  well  as  myself,  became  much  inter- 
ested. Her  organiasation  was  most  delicate.  She  had  bine  eyes 
and  a  fair  face,  and  sunpj  hair  hanging  gracefully  over  her  sweet 
face.  She  lived  in  what  was  called  home :  but  it  was  not  home ; 
for  it  was  indeed  cheerless  and  unhappy.  The  person  she  called 
by  the  endearing  name  of  mother  had  yielded  to  temptation,  and 
drank  of  the  intoxicating  cup ;  and  often,  very  often,  did  that 
mother  forget  the  trust  which  God  had  committed  to  her  care.  I 
saw  the  path  these  dear  little  feet  would  have  to  tread,  unless 
something  could  be  done  to  save  her ;  and  earnestly,  how  earnestly ! 
did  I  ask  JKm,  who  can  alone  give  success  to  human  efforts,  to  help 
me  to  be  wise  in  winning  the  mother's  confidence  to  give  me  this 
precious  child ;  and  after  two  years  of  earnest  labor,  following  her 
from  one  part  of  the  city  to  the  other,  she  gave  her  to  me.  Just  at 
that  time,  there  was  a  bright  little  girl  in  one  of  our  best  families : 
she  had  no  sister,  and  pleaded  with  her  dear  mother  to  adopt  her. 
But  little  did  she  think  the  little  one  she  was  pleading  for  was  to  be 
the  only  one  whose  merry  voice  would  ring  through  that  happy 
home  long  after  the  angels  had  borne  her  away  to  her  home  in 
heaven.  She  sleeps  quietly  at  Mount  Auburn,  and  blessed  memories 
\ever  live  clustering  around  her  grave.  I  visited  that  home  a  few 
days  since :  and  as  I  listened  to  the  music  of  the  simple  song,  accom- 
panied by  the  sweet  music  made  on  the  piano  with  her  little  hands, 
my  heart  poured  forth  in  silent  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  Grod  that 
she  was  so  safe.  ' 

I  could  speak  of  children  sent  away  that  will  live  and  bless  the 
world ;  but  I  fear  to  make  my  report  too  lengthy,  and  forbear.  I 
have  found,  the  last  year,  the  field  broad  and  interesting ;  and,  hav- 
ing no  one  to  labor  with  me,  I  have  felt  all  the  more  anxious  to  do 
all  I  could  for  the  cause.  I  thank  you  most  kindly  for  the  pleasant 
room  you  gave  me,  which  is  more  healthy  and  pleasant  for  the  chil- 
dren. 

In  the  year,  quite  early,  the  kind  Ictdies  who  have  always  been 
devoted  to  help  me  and  cheer  me  on  in  my  labor,  finding  the  ftinds 
of  our  little  sewing  circle  exhausted,  proposed  making  up  garments 
through  the  summer,  and  small  articles,  and  have  a  sale  of  them,  in 
the  fall,  at  my  room ;  which  would  be  no  expense.  We  did  so,  realiz- 
ing two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  net  profit  from  our  sale,  which  we 
expended  in  cloth  to  make  up  garments  for  the  aged  and  for  poor 
children.    I  feel  most  deeply  indebted  to  many  of  the  young  ladies 
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connected  with  the  Bev.  Mr.  Hepwoiih's  Church,  and  others,  for 
their  kindness  in  aiding  me  in  so  many  ways.  Mj  sewing-school  has 
been  large,  and  I  have  sent  a  hundred  children  away ;  for  the  room 
would  hold  only  a  hundred  and  twenty-five,  with  the  teachers.  I 
have  had  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  calls  a  day  at  my  room  for  ad- 
vice, clothing,  employment ;  have  provided  employment  for  a  hun- 
dred children  and  adults ;  have  given  out  three  hundred  garments ; 
have  devoted  all  the  time  possible  to  the  sick  and  aged  ones,  speak- 
ing words  of  comfort  and  consolation  in  word  and  song  to  the  weary 
and  forgotten  ones.  Thus  I  have  labored ;  this  thought  giving  me 
always  new  strength,  that  the  most  precious  thing  in  the  world  is  a 
human  being,  whom  Grod  has  made  in  his  own  image,  and  who, 
however  he  may  be  forgotten,  neglected,  or  worthless  to  man,  is  still 
precious  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  of  priceless  value.  Let  us  never 
say  or  think  that  such  are  incapable  of  reform.  Tell  it  not  in  a 
Christian  land,  publish  it  not  in  Boston,  that  any  Christian  man  or 
woman  would  pass  by  on  the  other  side,  and  forget  the  wants  of 
suffering,  weak,  and  fallen  humanity.  ^ Speak  gently,"^ these 
beautiful  words  fell  from  the  pen  of  some  loving  heart,  and  have 
fallen  upon  the  ear  of  many  an  erring  one  as  dew  from  heaven 
which  waters  the  earth.  May  they  ever  live  in  our  hearts,  and 
their  fragrance  be  breathed  around  us  I 

"  Speak  gently;  'tiB  a  little  thing 
Dropped  in  the  heart's  deep  well: 
The  good,  the  joy,  that  it  may  bring, 
Eternity  will  teU." 

I  have  been  able  to  go  on  with  the  evening  service  from  house  to 
house  through  the  kindness  of  my  dear  friend  Mr.  Cruft,  who  so 
kindly  offered  to  go  with  me  at  any  time  where  such  a  service 
should  be  needed.  I  have  also  a  service  once  a  week  at  my  mis- 
sion-room, comer  of  Canton  Street  and  Shawmut  Avenue,  every 
Wednesday  evening.  Mr.  Barry  has  aided  me  with  others.  It 
gives  me  much  pleasure  to  find,  that,  through  the  energies  of  Mr. 
Hale,  a  hall  has  been  secured,  just  what  was  needed,  farther  south  of 
me,  to  take  in  those  who  had  no  place  of  worship.  It  will  also  en- 
able those  families  to  find  a  house  of  worship,  which  has  not  existed 
since  our  chapel  was  given  up.  My  poor's  purse  has  been  supplied, 
as  usual,  from  Dr.  Bigelow,  who  is  ever  mindful  of  my  wants ;  also 
the  ladies  from  Mr.  Hepworth's  circle  have  sent  me  a  large  bundle 
of  clothing.    Mr.  Cruft  has  ever  been  ready,  as  in  years  past,  to 
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help  me  in  aiding  the  poor  fiunilies  firom  the  Howard  Sodetj ;  for 
which  he  receiyes  my  manj  thanks.  I  would  not  forget  to  mention 
the  dear  little  children  who  gather  with  me  on  the  sahbath,  whose 
happy  &ce8  ever  gladden  mj  heart,  and  who  throw  rajs  of  san- 
light  all  aronnd  my  pathway.  My  numbers  are  large,  and  new  ones 
coming  in  constantly ;  and  here,  in  this  upper  roomy  the  first  lessons 
of  the  dear  Father,  and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  are  taught  them.  Here 
the  first  breathings  from  their  young  and  tender  hearts  go  up  as  in* 
cense  upon  his  altar. 

In  looking  over  my  number  the  last  year,  I  find  one  missing ;  a 
vacant  seat  I  see.  She  is  not  here  with  us :  but  stiU  I  see  her ;  the 
golden  tresses  of  childhood  hanging  over  her  bright,  happy  face. 
With  folded  arms  I  hear  her  asking  the  Father  to  bless  her,  the 
melody  of  her  sweet  voice  in  song  lighting  up  her  £Bice  with  joy.  I 
hear  the  echo  of  her  voice ;  still  she  is  not  dead.  She  was  indeed 
the  Father^s  precious  ffift  to  me, — a  lent  treasure ;  and  yet  I  dared 
to  call  her  mine.  Year  after  year,  oh !  how  strongly  the  tie  that 
bound  every  fibre  of  our  hearts  together,  none  but  a  fond  mother 
can  ever  know.  Bitter  tears  fall  in  secret  places.  I  will  think  of 
her  as  she  waSy  and  as  she  now  %$,  Faith  shall  check  the  rushing 
grief  of  my  aching  heart,  and  the  thought  of  earth's  Uttle  while 
shall  cheer  me. 

**  A  little  whUe,  *m!d  shadows  and  illasions, 
To  strive,  by  fidth,  love's  mysteries  to  spell; 
Then  read  each  dark  enigma's  bright  solution; 
Then  haU  sight's  verdict,  *He  doth  all  things  weUI' 

And  He  who  is  himself  the  Qift  and  Giver, 

The  fdtore  glory  and  the  present  smile. 
With  the  bright  promise  of  the  glad  for  ever 

Will  light  the  shadows  of  earth's  litUe  while." 

Respectfully  submifted.    ' 

Elizabeth  D.  Barrt. 


pipii 


ippiiPljl     I 


1 


;il  hi 


I 


I i 

i i 


111 


I 


{i 


38 


BENEVOLENT   FRATERNITY    OF    CHURCHES 


Fob  1864. 


®fficet0 


REV.  CHANDLER  ROBBINS,   D.D. 
CHARLES  D.  HOBiANS,  M.D. 
C.  H.   BURRAGE    . 
GEORGE   MERRILL)     . 
W,  B.  SPOONER       )    .       . 


PretidetU. 

Secretary, 

TVeoncrer. 
1  Members  of  the  EzectUioe 
I  OtmmUUe, 


I9ekgatt0« 

FIRST-CHURCH   BRANCH. 

Rev.  RuruB  Elub President 

J.  £.  PiPEB •  Secretary. 

Gbobob  W.  IIbsbuiobb Treunrer. 

JoHH  Collamobb  and  D.  W.  Salibb^jbt Delegates. 

SECOND-CHURCH  BRANCH. 

Rev.  Chahdlbb  Robbihb,  D.D President 

J.  C.  BuBBAOB Secretary. 

J.  G.  Wbtbbbbll.       , Treasurer. 

Albbbt  Fbabibo  and  W.  B.  Sfoobbb Delegates. 

ARLINGTON-STREET  BRANCH. 

Rey.  £.  S.  Gahbbtt,  D.D President 

Hbnbt  W.  Limoolh Secretary. 

C.  Allbb  Bbowhb Treasurer. 

C.  H.  Bubbagb  and  Buckxikbtbb  Bbown Delegates. 

SOUTH  CONGREGATIONAL  BRANCH. 

Gbobgb  p.  Sakobb President. 

Gbobob  Mbbbill Secretary. 

Fbabcib  H.  Pbabodt  .       .       .       .' Treasurer. 

JoBH  SwBBTBBB  and  H.  R.  Rbtxoldb Delegates. 
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GHURCH-GBEEN  BRANCH. 

Rot.  W.  p.  Tildbn President 

James  G.  Piper Secretary. 

Caleb  J.  Pkatt Treasurer. 

Warren  Hafoood,  Georob  W.  Simxons,  Mrs.  JuUA  A.  Haf- 

oooD,  and  Miss  Louua  A.  Gould Delegates. 

BRATTLE-STREET  BRANCH. 

Rev.  Dr.  S.  E.  Lotrrop President. 

HxRRT  F.  Jenks Secretary.    • 

E.  A.  Crowmxnsrield  .       .       . Treasurer. 

C.  D.  HoMAKS,  M.D.,  and  Rev.  C.  T.  Thateb     ....  Delegates. 

HOLLIS-STREET   BRANCH. 

Rev.  G.  L.  Chaubt President. 

Dahiel  F.  Loko       .      ' Secretary. 

S.  A.  Stetson Treasurer. 

L.  E.  Siblet  and  John  Capeh Delegates. 

CHURCH  OF  THE  DISCIPLES  BRANCH. 

George  Wirslow President 

S.  H.  Austin Treasurer. 

EuzABETB  H.  Botumb Secretary. 

•Edward  W.  Hooper  and  Louisa  E.  Austin       ....  Delegates. 


NOTE. 

The  Aonnal  Msetlng  of  the  Fraternity  Is  on  the  flrrt  Sunday  of  March.  The  oontribn- 
tions  of  the  Branches  ahoold  b«  paid  beibre  the  first  day  of  March,  when  the  flnanclal  year 
begins. 

The  Meettog  fbr  Organisation  \b  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  March. 

The  other  regular  meetinge  an  on  the  flitt  Sunday  of  June,  the  second  Sunday  of  October, 
and  ttie  seoond  Sunday  of  December. 

The  Delegates  are  dlTided  into  Monthly  Committees.  Each  Oommlttee,  during  its  month, 
Tisits  the  Chapels  and  Sunday  Schools  in  Pitts  Street,  164,  Hanorer  Street,  Washington  Til- 
lege,  comer  of  Shawmut  ATcnue  and  Canton,  DoTer  and  Washington,  and  Springfield  and 
Washington  Streets.    The  hoars  of  serrioe  on  Sundays  are  as  follows :  — 

PiU»-Hr0$t  Ckofd.  —  Sunday  school,  nine  o'clock,  a.h.  ;  quarter  befbre  two,  p.m.  Church 
serrice,  half-past  ten  o'clock,  a.m.  ;  three  o'clock,  p.m.  .  Oonfeiwice  meeting,  seven 
o'clock,  P.M. 

Haauver-^irtd  Ckaptl.  —  Sunday  Mhool,  half-past  tan,  a.m.,  to  twelve,  m.  Ohuzeh  serrioes, 
three,  P.m.  Brenlng  serrioes,  April  1  to  Oct.  1,  half-past  seyen,  p.m.  ;  October  to  April, 
seTen,  p.m. 

WaMngtan  FUUf$.  —  From  June  1  to  Oct  1,  Sunday  school,  nine  o'clock,  a.m.  ;  church 
serrice,  quarter  beibre  eleven  o'clock,  a.m.,  and  three,  p.m.  From  Oct.  1  to  Juno  1,  Sunday 
school,  half-past  one,  p.m.  ;  church  serrioes,  half-past  ten  o'clock,  a.m.,  end  half-past  one  and 
half-past  leren,  p.m.  \ 

The  Sunday  schools  at  the  comer  of  Shawmut  ATenue  and  Canton  Streets,  Dorer  and 
Washington,  and  Springfield  and  Wssbington  Streets,  each  begin  at  half-past  one  o'clock, 

P.M. 

Delegates  can,  if  they  see  fit,  also  attend  the  week-dsy  serrioes  of  the  Ministers. 
It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  Delegates  should  inlbrm  the  Branches  of  the  working  of  the 
Mlalstry  at  Large. 
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VISITING    COMMITTEES. 


4pra,  1864. 

Wabrev  Hafoood,  Chairmaii. 
Mn.  Julia  A.  Hapoood. 
MiM  Louisa  A.  Oould. 


J.  G.  PiPSB,  Chainnan. 
I).  F.  LoHo. 
W.  B.  Spoojibb. 

C.  Allbh  Bbowxx,  Chairman. 

JOHjr  SWBBTSBB. 
H.  F.  JSHKB. 

Gborgb  Mbrbill,  Chainnan. 

L.  E.  SiBLBT. 
EUZABBTH  H.  BOTUMB. 


AuguiL 

Gbobob  p.  Sahobb,  Chainnan. 
Calbb  J.  Pbatt. 

E.   W.  HOOPBB. 


A.  A.  Gall,  Chainnan. 
JOHB  Capbb. 
J.  E.  PlFBB. 


October. 

G.  W.  SiMVOHB,  Chainnan. 
S.  A.  Stbtsob. 
Gbobgb  W.  HBBsnroBB. 


November. 

J.  C.  BuBBAGB,  Chainnan. 
LouiaA  E.  AusTur. 

JOHH  COLLAMOBB. 


December, 

JoRB  G.  Wbthbbbll,  Chainnan. 
F.  H.  Pbabodt. 
S.  H.  Auami.. 

Jamutry^  1866. 
Albbbt  Fbabdio,  Chainnan. 

BUOKMIBBTBB  BbOWH. 

E.  A.  Cbowbibshibld. 


February, 

Bey.  C.  T.  Thatbb,  Chainnan. 
D.  W.  Salmbubt. 
Gbobgb  WmaLow. 

At<MrdL 

C.  H.^Bubbaqb,  Chainnan. 
H.  R.  Bbtbolds. 

H.  W.  LiBOOLB. 
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